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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, -* 
Reap at Tue Annrversany MzErinG on THE 20rn May. 


Tue Council have much pleasure in submitting to the Society the 
accounts of the past year, and the customary notice of progress. 


Members,— Ordinary, Honorary, and Corresponding. —The ac- 
cessions to the Society since the last Anniversary amount to the 
great number of 234 Fellows. During the same period the 
Council regret to record the decease of $1 Ordinary Members, 

The Society now consists of 1693 Fellows, and 55 Honorary 


and Corresponding Members 


Finances.—The accounts of the past year show an increase of 
receipts proportionate to the growth of the Society, whilst the 
disbursements, under every head of expenditure, have been kept 
within the estimates submitted to the last Meeting. 

The permanent fund ‘of the Society, at the close of the year, 
amounted to G0O0/ New 3 per Cents, to which have since been 
added farther investments, amounting to 15002. ; the total amount 
of vested property being consequently TO00L 


 Publications—The 81st volume of the Society's ‘ Journal,’ 
containing 14 maps and illustrations, edited by Dr. Norton Shaw, 
has been published, and is now ready for issue to the Fellows upon 
application. a. 

Numbers3, 4, and 5 of Volume V,, and Nos. 1 and 2 of Vol. 
V1. of the * Proceedings,’ edited by Mr. Francis Galton, have also 


been published. Copies of both these publications have been duly 
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presented to the leading Scientific Institutions, Home and Foreign ; 
_to the list of which have been added the University of Syduey, 
the National Observatory at Washington, and the Royal Academy 
of Sciences of Amsterdam. 


Map-Rooms—The accessions to this department since the last 
Anniversary comprise 438 maps and charts, and 10 atlases, all 
of which have been arranged in due geographical order. The 
following may be specially noticed :—Ordnance Maps of England, 
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, consisting of 97 maps, on the 
ecales of 1 and 6 inches to a mile. Admiralty Charts from the 
Hydrographic Department, comprising 145 charts of various parts 
of the world. Government Maps of Holland, Russia, and Switzer- 
land ; Fraser’s Map of Ceylon, by Arrowsmith ; Canton of Glarus, by 
- Ziegler; Ottoman Empire and Greece, on 12 sheets, presented by 
Mrs. A. L. Kerr: Seat of War in America, on three sheets, by E. 
Stanford; Ethnological Map of Finland, by Dr, Daa; Maury’s Map 
of the United States; Charts of the China Sea, &c., by Imray and 
Son ; Stanford's new Map of London and Environs, on 24 sheets, 
ecale Ginches; Australia, showing the route of recent explorers, &c. 
General Atlasea,—Difiusion of Useful Knowledge, corrected to 
date, by E. Stanford, Philip's Family Atlas, Lovell’s Geography 
for Schools, Visscher's Ancient Atlas, American Atlas by T. J. 
Jefferys, Special Atlases —Schlagintweit’s India and High Asia, 
parts 1 and 2; Gezigten wit Nierland’s Indié, by Van de Velde ; 
Central America, by Kiepert; Carnbée’s Nederlandsch Indié 5 
the * Dispatch * Maps, including Map of Lontlon on nine sheets, 
scale 9} inches; Mayr’s Alpenlinder, &c, Views—Model and 
section of a stern-wheel Steamboat—W. Kelly, Esq. ; Thomson's 
Photograph of the Tuapeka Gold-diggings, New Zealand; Pano- 
ramic View of the Kashmir Mountains—T, G, Montgomerie, &c. 
Instruments.—Presented by W. Ewer, Esq., v.n.c.s, :—Portable 
Transit Instrument, by Troughton and Simms; Sextant, 10-in. 
radius, by ditto; Artificial Horizon, 


Library.—The additions to this department since the Inst 
Anniversary comprise 1080 books and pamphlets, meluding 150 
volumes by purchase. inong these may be noticed Burton's 
‘City of the Saints ;" Tyndall's ‘ Glaciers of the Alps? Forbes’ 
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‘Norway? Krapf's ‘ Eastern Africa ;) Macpherson’s ‘ Antiquities 
of Kertch;'" Whiteside’s ‘Italy ;’ Cooke's ‘China ;’ Marryat's 
‘Jutland and the Danish Isles; Hind’s ‘Narrative of the 
Canadian Red River Expedition * Ravenstein’s “Russians on 
the Amur;’ Brenchley and Rémy’s ‘Great Salt Lake City; 
Thonison’s “New Zealand;’ Andersson's ‘Okovango River; 
Cleghorn's ‘Forests and “Gardens of South India ; Bosworth’s 
‘Description of Europe, by King Alfred; Hill's ‘Peru and 
Mexico? Fergusson’s ‘Topography of Jerusalem ; Domenech’s 
‘ Great Deserts of North America,’ &ec., &c. ; and the Transactions 
of the Principal Literary and Scientific Institutions at home and 
abroad. ; 


Crpeditions.—The results of the expedition under the late 
adventurous but ill-fated Mr. R. O'Hara Burke, in Central 
Australia; of that under Mr. F. T. Gregory, in Western Aus- 
tralia : and of the enterprise jointly conducted by Colonel Sarel, 
Captain Blakiston, Dr. Barton, and the Rev, Mr. Schereschewsky, 
up the Yang-taze-Kiang, have been duly reported to the Society. 
Accounts of the progress of the East African Expedition under 
Captains Speke and Grant, and of the auxiliary one under Consul 
Petherick up the White Nile in support of it, have also 
received : as well as of the continued researches and explorations 
of our Medalist, the enterprising Dr. Livingstone. The inde- 
fatigable Captain R. Burton is also extending our knowledge of 
Western Africa, from his present quarters at Fernando Po. 

Royal Premium. —The Founder's Gold Medal has been 
awarded to the representative of the late Richard O'Hara Burke, 
in remembrance of that gallant explorer, who, with his companion 
Wills, perished after having traversed the Continent of Australia 
from south to north; and the Patron’s Gold Medal to Captain 
Thomas Blakiston, of the Royal Artillery, for bis survey of the 
Yang-tsze-Kiang, from Yo-chow to Ping-shan, extending 
900 miles beyond the farthest point previously reached by 
Englishmen. : 

The Council have also awarded te Mr. John King, the sole 
survivor of the Expedition under Burke, a Gold Watch, with a 
suitable inseription, as a recompence for his faithful and meritoriows 
conduct, 
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House.—The Evening Meetings continue, by the kind per- 
mission of the University of London and the Royal Society, to be 
held at Burlington House. 


MEMORANDUM. 


The following alteration of the first paragraph of Section 5 is 
recommended by the Council for adoption :— 





That the words The “two Secretaries of the Society shall bo 
Honorary Secretaries,” d&c., be The * three Secretaries,” ke. ; 
and that Mr. William Spottiswoode be proposed as the new 
Honorary Secretary. 


Balance+Sheet for the Year 1861. 
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( xiv ) 
Library Regulations, 


I, The Library will be open every day in the week (Sundays 
excepted) from leven in to. morning to Five in the afterncon,* 
except on New-Year's Day, Good Friday to Easter Monday inelu- 
. sive, and Christmas week; and it will be closed one month in the 
year, in order to be thoroughly cleaned, viz. from the first to the 
last day of September. 

Il. Every Fellow of the Society is entitled (sulject to the Rules) to 
borrow as many as four volumes at one time, 

1. Dictionaries, Encyclopmdias, and other works of reference 
and cost, Minuto Books, Manuscripts, Atlases, Books and 
Illustrations in loose sheets, Drawings, Prints, and unbound 
Numbers of Periodical Works, unless with the special written 
order of the President. 

9. Maps or Charis, unless by special sanction of the Prendent and 

oneal 


3. New Works before the expiration ofa month after reception, 

IH, The title of every Book, Pamphlet, Map, or Work of any 
kind lent, shall first be entered in the Library-register, with the 
borowers signature, or accompanied by a separate note in his 

IV. No work of any kind-can be retained longer than one month ; 
but at the expiration of that period, or sooner, the samo must be 
returned free of expense, : may then, upon resatry, be again 
borrowed, iho: that no application shall have been made in the 
mean time by any other Fellow. 3 

_V. In all cases a list of the Books, &c., or other property of the 
Society, in the possession of any Fellow, shall be sent in to the 
Secretary on or before the Ist of July in each year, 

VI. In every case of loss or damage to any volume, or other 
property of the Society, the borrower shall make good the same. 

VIL, No stranger can be admitted to the Library except by the 
introduction of a Fellow, whose name, together with that of the 
Visitor, shall be inserted in a book kept for that purpose. 

VIII. Fellows transgressing any of the above Regulations will be 
reported by the Secretary to the Council, who will take such steps 
. a8 the case may require, , 

e By Order of the Council, 
Norros Saaw, 
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Creasurer. 
a Rinocirn, Robert, Esq. 
Crusirrs 


Mixes, Richard Monekton, Esq., s-P. 
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Fispuar, Alex. Geo,, Esq. Srazececer, Count P. E. de, cm, Fa, 
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foe of . ‘ ‘ New York | Stockholm 
Hainincen, Dr. William, V. Pres. Imp. | Tcumatcmer, M. Pierre de, 
Geogr,Soc, .« + «© Vienna. St. Petersburg 
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Hazes, Col. J. A. Chiefofthe Topo, | Ranvuzz1, Count Annibale . Bologna 
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1861 | Aikio, James, ag. 9 Liserpool, 
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1853 *Ashwell, James, Eeq., M.A., F.O.8. 
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1860 Attwell, Professor Henry, Burnes, 5. 

1829 Attwood, Matthias Wolverler, Esq. 27, Gracechurch-stireet, F.C, 

1861 Aubin, William, Esq. 3, Plirwtnol’ iam, Holborn, F.C. 

1859 Austen, Capt. Henry H. Godwin, 24th Foot, Trig. Survey, Panjab. Junior 
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1857 Baillie, Capt. John, 26th Bengal Native Infantry, /ndia, 
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“Baker, John, Esq, 
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Balfour, John Osborn, Esq. 24, /neernes-terrace, W. : 
Ball, John, Esq. 18, Park-ntreet, Westminster, 5. W, ss 
Bancroft, Capt. W. C., Léth Regt, anes ae eet Ary os ee 
Aout, Jomaioa; AM Gregor and Co, Charies-street, 5. W. 
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Bury-hill, ‘Dorking, Surrey 

Barclay, David, Esq. Fasbwich-park, Surrey. 

Baring, The Hon. Francia, 16, Sf, Jomerenquare, 517, 

Baring, Rt. Hon. Sir Francs T., Bart,, M.r., F.2.8,  Straffon-park, Andover, 
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"Baring, John, Esq. Oakeood, Chichester, 


*Baring, Thomas, Esq., wr, 41, Upper Groevenor-sireet, W, 


Barlee, Frederick Palgrave, Esq. Perth, Western Australia, 
Barmett, Capt. Edward, as, 14, Wobern-equare, WC. 
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Barry, Alfred, Esq. BeckenAam, Kent, 3. W, 

Barth, Heinrich, Esq., rat. oR. Berlin, 

Bartholomew, John, Junr., Esq. 4, North-bridge, Ediniergh, 
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Baynes, Lient.Cok RB, Stuart, Army and Nery Ch, SW. and 38, Jermyn- 


o rt soto Clea 
VOL, XXXII. ~ 


xx Bist of Fellows of the 


Beardmore, Nathaniel, Faq., 0-E. 90, Great George-street, Weetminater, 5. WW. 
Beardmore, Septimus, Esq., C.F. 27, Albim-street, HHyde-park, W. 
Beanfort, William Morris, Esq., Bengal Civil Service. Bengal. 

Beaumont, John Aug., Esq. Winbledon-park-howse, Wimbledon, 3. W.3 and 
50, Regent-street, We | 
*Beaumont, Wentworth B., Esqy Mr. 144, Picoadilly, W.; Bywell-hall, 
Becher, Capi, Alex. B., nw, Admiralty, 5.W.; and 13, Dorset-place, 
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| gro Beckett, James F., Esq., R-™. 1% Puchiand-cresent, Belvire-park, x. W. 






1838 |  *Beckford, Francis L., Faq. ‘Travellers’ Club, 5. W- 

1854 Redford, Commander Edward James, 2.5. Cban, VE. 

ies | Bedford, Capt. G, Augustas, ny. 5, Ormend-terrace, Regent’rpark, NW. 
1855 Bedingfeld, Capt. Norman B, mx. 44, Charing-cross, 3,1. 

1880 Berton, Samuel Orchart, Esq, 248, Strand, W. sand Pinner, Middlesex, W. 
. 1861 *Begbic, James, Esq. 27, Mark-lane, E.C. ‘ 

1840 Begbie, Thomas Stirling, Esq. 4, Mangion-house-place, B.C. 


Beke, Charles Tilstone, Esqq Pi. Diy FSAvs ko, Bekesbourne-house, 
Kent ;-and Cambridge-heath, Hackney, N.E. 
Beleber, Rev. Brymer, St. Gabriel's, Pimlico, 8.W, 





“1830 | ta0*Belcher, Rear-Adm. Sir Edwanl, c.n, ¥.n.a.8. 7, Norland-aquare, W.; and 
Union Club, 5, 
1858 Peldam, Edw., Esq, 1, Stone-buildings, Lincola's-ina, W.C. 3 and Royston, Jferts. 
1848 Beldam, Joseph, Esq, Royston, Herts. | 
18.58 *Bell, C, Davidson, Esq., Surveyor-General, Cape of Good Hope. Cape Them, 
1850 Tell, James, Esq. 1, Devonshire-place, Portland-place, W. | 
1830 Bell, James Christian C., Esq. #2, Westbourne-terrace, W.; and 15, Angel- 
court, Throgmorton-street, F.C. SS 
1820 *Tennett, John Joseph, Eaq., F.0L8. British Museum, Wd. c | 
“1857 Bennett, J. Tisdon, Esq., 0.0. 15, Finshury-square, B.C. ) 
185g | “Benson, Robert, Esq: 16, Cracem-hill-gardene, Baymeater, W. | 
1856 *Benson, William, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Oxford and Cambridge Chub, Pall 
Mall, 8.W. 
1830 | 130 Bentham, George; Eaq., Pree t8. 25, Wilten-place, 5. W. F 
1833 | Bentley, Richard, Esq. Mew Burlington-street, W. 
1859 Berens, H. Hulse, Eaq. udson-bay-howse, Fienchurch-strect, E.c. 

1861 | | Berkley, George, cz, 24, Great Georyestreet, 6.1. 
dasa | ° Bemara, Adolphus, Esq., ra, DE, Professor of German, King's College, WoC 
| and 20, Incernese-rocd, W. . 

1860 Bernays, Rev, Leopold Jolm, Great Stanmore. 
‘asa Berry, Josiah, Esq. 146, Regent-equare, WC. . 
1342 *Bethune, R,-Admiral C. R. Drinkwater, ¢.2, 56, Weathourne-ter., Hyde-park, W. 


Betts, Johny Esq. 115, Strand, W.c. 
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140 Bidder, Geo, Parker, Eaq., 0.8. 24, Great George-at., 8.1.7 and Mitcham, 


Surrey. 
*Biddolpb, Robert, Esq. 43, Charing-crom, 5. W. 7 31, Eatonplace, 8. Weg 
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Bigge, Frederick W., Esq. Uinion Club, 8,1. 
Bigsby, John J., Esq., M.D. 89, Gloucester-plaoe, Porlman-equare, We 
Birch, Augustus F,, Esq., M.A. Assistant Master, Eton College, 
Birch, H, W., Exq. 48, Welbeok-street, Carendish-aquare, W | 
Birch, John William, Esq. 9°, New Broad-street, EC; and 27, Park-streel, 
Gromenor-equare, Wr 
Rirch, Capt, Thomas, nx, United Service Club, 5.1, 
Birchill, B, H, H. B., Esq. fimo, a ret ry Da 
*Bird, James, Exq., uD, 27, Ayde-park-square, W. 


150 Bishop, George, Eq, FnAS. Union Ck. av giaeds Tit Se 
Tichelor, 


5. WW, 
James, Em. 14, Park-square, Regent’ spark, NW. 
=n Williaen H., Esq., M. dey FSA) FZ 8. Poche nee Veeder 
*Black, Francis, Esq. 6, North-bridye, Edinburgh, . 
Blackett, Henry, Esq. 13, Great Marihorowp'-atreet, W. 1 
Blackie, W. Graham, Esq. Pu. Dn, 4, Frederich-atreet, Glasgow, ' 
*Bisckney, William, Esq., Assiatant-Poymeaster, BN. AALS. * Actoon.’ 
Milfjreoh, Devonport. | 
Blackstone, Alan C., Esq. Board of Works, Whitehall-place, 5. W. 
*Blackstone, Frederick Elliot, Esy., nt. Jirtish Museo, W.C. 
Blackwell, Thomas Evans, Esq.,0.&, Grand Trunk Jiaihway, Montreal, Cm > 
and 7, Warcnict-ayuare, 3. W. 


160, Blaine, D, Roberton, Eaq., Barrister-at-Law. 1, Paper-buildings, Temple Bs 


and 8, Soutiwick-place, Hyde-park-square, W. 
* Blake, Wollaston, Esq. §&, Deronahire-place, W. | 
Blakeley, Capt, Alexr.y BA. 84, Montpelier-epuare, mane a, | 
pascises' cajlier Hoile Thomas, Ra, 25, Wellingtoa-sireet, Wook’, SE. 
*Planshard, Heury, Esq., F-B.A8. 53, Chancery-iene, WC. . 
*Blanshard, Henry, Esq. Upper Bedford-place, W.C. . 
Blanshard, Richard, Esq. Foirfield, Lymington, Hants, tas 
Blencowe, W. Robert, Exq. he Hook, Lewes, omg 
Blenkin, William, Esq. Addlestone, near Chertacy, Garrey. | 
*Blewitt, Octavian, Esq. 4, Adelphi-terrace, Strand, WC. _ abe 
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*Blunt, Joe Esa. i: Austin-friars, 5.0. swept? |e 
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1857 Eastwick, Captain W, J, 12, Leinster-terrace, Hyde-park, W, 

1869 | "Eaton, Henry William, Esq. 16, Prince’sgate, Myde-park, S.. 

1861| Eber, General F. 33, St. Jiames's-square, &. W. 

1842 | Ebury, Lord, 107, Park-atreet, Groseenor-square, W.; and uate Feria, 

1842 Eden, Rear-Adm, Charles, on, Admiralty, 5. W.; and 20, Wilton-place, 5, W. 

1858 Edge, Rev. W.J., 0.4. Senenden-cicarage, sear StapleAurst, Lent, 

1861 | 00°Edwards, Henry, Esq, 53, Berkeley-epuare, W. 

1360 Edward, Major James B,, Le, Junior United Service Club, 8.1. 

Lado Egerton, Colonel the Hon, Arthur. Jridgewater-lowse, 5, W. = 

1857 Egerton, Commander Charles Randell, o., 7, Rutland-gate, 3, W, 

1853 Egerton, Captain the Hon, Francis, Rw. 8 Sridgewater-loge, &.W.; ond 
FLM_S. * St, George." 

1860 Elderton, Edward M,, Esq. 40, St, George's-road, Pimiion, &.W. 

1859 | Elgin sud ‘Kisckiding: Scones Brace: the Racl of, K.T,, 0,¢.0., Governor-General 
of Indin, Athenee Cheb, 3. WW; and Sroomtall, Dunfermline. 

1862 Elkington, Liewt.-Col, J. H. F. Army ond Navy Chi, 3.W., and Park 
street, Bath, 

1845 Ellenborough, Edward, Earl of, o,¢0.n, 110, Eafon-equare, &,W.; and 
Southom-Aows, agar Cheltenhum, 





Elijot, George, Eaq., 0.0, The Hall, Toughton-le-Gpring, near Fence Howsea, 
Durham, 
gro* Elliott, Rev. Charles Boileau, M.4., 7.0.8. Tuttingsfone, Suffolk, 


1830 
1861 Ellia, Rev, William. Madagascar, 
1858 Elphinstone, Major Howard C., 8. 2uchinglam-palace, 5. W. 
157 Elton, Sir Arthur H., Bart, <AlAenmwun Club, 5. Wj and Clevechn-cowrt, 
Somersetatire. 
1869 *Emanvel, Harry, Esq. 
1882 Emalie, John, Esq. 10, Groy's-ine-ferrace, W.C. 2 
1830 Euderby, Charles, Esq., F.0.s., ¥.L5. 13, Great St, Helen's, B.C, : 
1860 Enfield, Edward, Esq,, F.8.4, 19, Chester-terrace, Repent’ e-parl, ¥. We 
1853|  Entwisle, John, Esq, 1, Bussell-square, W.C. . 
i861 Erroll, William Harry Hay, Ear! off Aa Soapeete MEE hope 
Richonond-park, SW. ; and Stainercastle, Aberdeenshire, 
1868 | 520°Erskine, Henry David, Esq. Tracellers” Club, 8.3 ant 108, Glowcrater-place, 
Portman-square, We . 
* 


Erskine, Rear-Admiral John Elphinstone, cB. HM.S. ‘Edgar 7 10, Albany, Woy 
Se ak Bema N. OB. 
Y cma M, M., Esq. 99, Park-street, Grosvenor-square, W. 
Eepinasso, Major J. W., 12th Regt. Spite-taland, Queenstown, Ireland. 
eam er. Charles, ae 5 Wi, Grammar School, Birmingham, 





*Erant, Rear-Admiral George. 1, New-street, iprggara 8.W.; ond 


Evans, Thos, Wm., Faq; ur, 1, Dartmouth-strect, Westminster, 5. W, j and 
Allestree-wall, Derby, 
i *Evans, W, Esq, 

1881 Evelyn, Lt.-Colanel George PF. Any and Nery Ciob, 5.1. 

a51 5zo* Evelyn, William J, Eeq. Fa. Wollon-lowe, seor Dorking, 

*Everest, Sir Geo, Bengal Art., G., F.n4., ke, 10, Westbourne-sirect, 







Hyde-park, W: 
TRIO “*Everett, James, Esq, F-a-A- - 
4esg| Ewart, William, Raq. ar. 6, Cambridge-square, W. 
71856 Ewing, J.D, Crum, Esq. 21, Birchin-lane, £0. 
1a57 Byre, Edward J,, Eaq., Lt-Gov. . of Antigua. 


Eyre, George FE Bag. 59, Lnender-aquare, 8, W 
Eyre, Col, Vincent, C.n. Athenaeum Club, &. W. 7 and India. 


Fairbairn, William, Esq., 0.6, FH. Manchester. 
1657) Fairbolme, Lieut. Chas, me, £7.45, * Megara 7 and York-ter., Leamington, 
1856 540 Fairholme, George Knight, Esq. Union Clad, 8, W.; and Rarenncood, Melrose, NB. 


1838. Faleoner, Thomas, Esq. © Usk, Monmouthshire. 

1857 Falkland, Lucius Bentinck, Viscount. Shuttershelfe, Yorkshire, 

jasg|  *¥Fanshawe, Capt. £.G., mu. 27, Rulland-gate, Hyde-park, 8. W. 

ias7| ‘Farrer, Thomas H., Esq. Board of Trude, 5.W.; and 21, Chester-terrace, 
“Regent’s-park, ¥.W. 

1a53|  *Fayrer, Joseph, Esq, M.D. Calcutta. 

1858 Famakerley, J, N., Esq. 17, cadiiey cbse ROME ake W 


Ferguson, William, Faq. ®, St. didan’sterrace, Birkenhead. 

*Ferguson, James, Esq. F.2.A8, 20, Langham-place, W, . 
Ferro, Don Ramon de Silva, Chilisn Consul General. 43, Moorgute-street, F.C, 
1830 | 50 Findlay, Alexander, Esq. Hayes, Kent, 5.2. 
Findlay, Alex. George, Esq. 53, Fleet-street, ELC, ; and Hayes, Kent, 8B. 


1e44 
1882 | Finnis, Thomas Quested, Esqy., Alderman. Wanstead, Ewer, WE. 
1850 Fisher, Anthony L,, Esq., 8D. 14, Fork-place, Baker-street, Portman-equart, W, 
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Fisher, Robert L., Esq. 40, Sf. James's-sireet, 3. W. 
Fitton, Edward B., Esq. 6, G loucester-crescent, Hyde-park, W.. 
*Fiteclarence, Lieut. the Hon, George, AM. 9 libany~ » W. 


1859 | 
1a 
1457 








1861 Fitegerald, Captaln Keane, 2, Portiand-place, W. 

1860 | —‘Fitsmauziee, Lieut, the Hon, Frederick. 6, Prince’ssquare, W. 

1859 Fits-Roy, George Henry, Esq. 51, Portland-place, W. 

1830 | 560 Fite-Roy, Rear-Admiral Robert, F.2.8. Board of Trade, &. W.; Ana Nts 
#.W.; and 34, Onsloc-s7., Brompton, &, W. 

1857 Fitzwilliam, the Hon, C,W., Mr. 60, 4, James's-atreet, 8. W. 

18ST *Fitzwilliam, William ‘Thomas, Earl, 4, Gromenor-syuard, W. ; aud Wentwortl- 
howe, Rotherham, Yorkshire. 

186i) Fleming, John, Esq. 7, Mincing-lane, E.C. 

1853 *Flemyng, Rev, Francis P. Glenfrulam, near Melensburgh, Glasgow, 

1869 Fletcher, John, Esq. Dale-park, Arundel ; and Eaton-place, 8. W. 

1857 | Fletcher, Thomas Keddey, Esq. Unien-dock, Limehouse, £. 

1861 Foord, John Bromley, Faq. 52, Qld Broad-street, £.C. 

1860 Forbes, Commander Charles 5., 1.5, Army and Navy Club, 8, W. 

_ 1860 ‘Forbes, the Han. Horace Courtenay, 4, St, Andrevw's-place, Regent's-park, XW. 

1845 | 570 Forster, Rev. Charles, np. Stited-reciory, Lucr. 

iaa9 | *Forster, William Edward, Em. Burley, near Otley, . 

1861 Forsyth, William, Esq.,Q.0. 61 , Rutlond-pate, &. ; 

1858 Fortescua, Chichester 5. Esq., MP. 45, St. James’splace, ZW. 

1861 | , *Fortescne, Hon. Dodbey F., MF. 17, Gromvenor-syuare, W. ‘peg 

1841 *Fowler, Bear-Admiral Robert M,  Wialliscote~Aouw, Pangbourne. : 

1850 |. °Fowler, Robert N., Eaq., aa. 50, Corniull, #.C.; and Tottenham, N- 

1861 Fox, Arthor Douglas, Esq, c.. 20, Clarges-sirect, Mayfair, Wi; and 8, 

Nee-sireet, Spring-gardens, 5. W, 

1859 For, Liewt-Colonel A. Lane, Absistand Quartermaster-General, Cork. 

-ygs0 | _* Foz, Lt-Gen. C.R, Travellers’ Club, 5, W.3 and 1, Adidison-rd., Kensington, W 

1860 fo For, Thos., Esq., M.D. Inspector-General of Hospitals, North Geng, AS 


1862 Franklin, Joseph Lewis, Esq. 7, AJsemarle-ttreet, W. 1 

1360 | sia aorta Esq. 5, Jokn-street, Rerkeley-equare, W. | 

1854 raser, Charles, Esq, 38, Comduif-street, W, i: 

1860 Soca aiden ee Literary Seerctary, SL en a 
| bay-hount, E.C, 


1880 Freeman, Daniel Alexander, Esq.» Barrister-at-law. Upper Tooting, a, I 

1859 Freeman, H, Stanhope, Esq. Sosenie. cnt mente ONY: Aas 
Africa ; and 4, Royal-crescent, Notting-hill, W. 

1862 Fremantle, VieeAdmiral Sir Charles Howe, £.0.2, 57, Greseentrstrety 

| Gromenor-square, Wy 

. 1863) Fremaitle, Commander Edmund Robert, 1. 6, Upper Eccleston-street, 8.We 

1956 Fremantle, Rt. Hon, Sir Thomas F., Bart. 4, Upper Ecdlenton-atreat, Belgrave- 
square, 3. W. 

1852 | 590 French, Dr. James, ¢.n, Tnspector-General of Hospitals, Graham's Hotel, 
Eddinturgh, 


yaso| Frere, Bartle Joha Laurie, Esq. 45, Bedford-square, WC. 
1859 | “rere, George, Esq. jan. Cape of God Hope ont 8, Bsird-ovre, W.C. 


List of Fellows of the 





Frere, William Edw., Esq., F-R.a5. Bombay; ond 45, Bedford-square, W.C. 
Frith, John Griffith, Esq. 13, Wimpolestreet, W.; anc 11, Austin Friars, F.C. 
Fryer, William, Esq. 39, Marlorough-hill-pardens, St. Johan's Wood, 5. W. 
Fukdge, William, Eeq, 5, Park-roe, Bristol. 

Fuller, John, Esq, 

Fussell, Rev. J. G. Curry. 16, Cadogan-place, 8. W. 

Fynes Clinton, Rev. Charles J., wa. 39, Beilford-square, W.C.; and 


44, (atts Sena, 8.W. 

*Gage, Admiral Sir William Hall, o.c.u., E.c.B, Thursten-colfage, Bury St. 

Gallagher, Jchn, Eaq.,M.0, Reform Club, .W.; and 109, Westhourne-terrace, W. 
"Galloway, John James, Esq. 

*Galton, Capt. Douglas, ne. 12, Cheater-street, Grorrenor-place, 5. W, 
*Galton, Francis, Esq., M4, 7.08. 42, Rutlond-gaie, 5.W.; and 5, Berlie- 
“Gammell, Major Andrew, Drumfoohty, Nincardineshire, N.B, 

Garden, Beers Jone, — és, appre Teer et W. 


sGawlery Colicel’ Ganga, it ici eres SW ak: Bones 
place, Soufhsed, 

Gerstenberg, Isidore, Esq. 11, Warnford-court, Throgmorto-street, F.C. 

Gitte, H. Hucks, Esq. St, Dunstan's, Regent's-park, NW. - 

Gilchrist, John, Faq. 48, Porchester-terrace, W. 

Gillespie, Alexander, Esq. Heathfield, Hersham, Esher, Surrey, 

Gillespy, Thomas, Esq. Brabant-court, Plilpotdlane, F.C. 

i "Gillett, William, Esq. 28, Bedford-square, WC. 

{| 620 Gillint, Alfred, Eiq. Zongham-house, near Wimlorne, Dorset, 

! Gillies, Robert, Esq., ce. Dunnedin, Otago, New Zealand, 

Gladdish, William, Esq. Byelijfes, Gravesend, 

*Gladstone, Robert Stuart, Esq. 11, New Broad-street, F.C. 

*Gladstone, William, Esq. 57], Old Broad-street, F.C. 

WGRe ‘MEY AE ee 
Frontier, British Embassy, 8t. Petersbury. 

Gleig, Rev, G. Ri, wa. Chaplain-General, Clelsea-Acepital, 5, W. 

Glen, Joseph, Eaq., Mem. Geogr. Soe, of Bombay. Oriental Chub, W. 

Glover, Lieut. John H., ms, Lagos; amit Army and Nory Club, 5. W. 

Glyn, Capt, H. ‘Tarr, a. 1, Ecsleaton-strect, Beigrave-oquare, We 
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1882 | 630 Goddard, James, jun, Eq, 14, Mincing-lane, F.C. 


1854 Goldanid, Frederick D,, Eeq. 20, Porfman-aquere, W. 
Club, SW. ; 
1861 Goliemid, Julian, Esq, 20, Portman-aquare, W. 
1861, Gooldin, Joseph, Esq, 22, Leinster-gardens, Hyfo-part, W. 
1860 | Gooch, Thomas Longridge, Esq. 101, Jnnerneseterrace, Boymeaier, W. 
1856 Gordon, Alexander, Esq. 0.8. STa, Sutheriand-stree!, Pimlico, 5. W. 
1856 *Gordon, Colonel the Hon, Alexander H., o.u, Argyll-louse, Regent-strent, We 
Lae Gordon, the Honourable Arthur, 7, Angyli-atreet, W. 
1858 Gordon, Capt. Charles G., ne, fong-Hong, China, 
1840 | 649 Gordon, Rev, Cosmo Reid, wa. Fa.4. 9, Greenhill-st., Greenieys, — 
1854 Gerdon, Harry George, Esq. 1, Clifton-place, Myde-park-gardess, W.} 
Killiechasri, Dunteld, Perthshire, 
1856 Gordon, Vice-Admiral the’ Honourable John. 28, Queen Anne-sireet, Ww. 
1853 | Gordon, Vice-Admiral Robert. United Service Ciub, &. W. 
1953| Gere, Montagu, Esq. Pulace-chambers, 83, St. Jamer'e-atreet, 5. W. 
1853 | Gore, Richard Thomas, Esq. 6, Queen-square, Both. 
1855 Gorman, John, Esq., M.D, 39, Harewood-square, 4, W. 


1859 Gosling, Fred. Selly, Esq. 18, New-sfreet, Spring-gardena, a. W. 


1862 Goss, Samuel Day, Esq. MD. 24, Newingfon-place, Kenniagton-park, 
1835 Gould, Liewt.-~Colonel Francs A., Le. Jundingford, Herts. 
1346 | G50 Gould, John, Esq., vr. F..8. 26, Chariotte-street, Pedjord-square + ig 
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1850 Gould, Nathaniel, Esq., 4.4, 4, Tiristock-squere, W.C. 

1858 Graham, Cyril C., Esq, 9, Cleveland-row, St, Jamea's; 8.15 ond Debroe hae | 
Watford, Herts, ) 

18d Grant, Alerander, Esq. Oakfelt House, Hornsey, X. 

1861 Grapt, Daniel, Ey. 11, Warwich-road, Upper Clapton, ¥, 

1860 | Grant, Capt. James A. Dinywall, Roshire, 2. 3 sod Bat Afvtorn Papen 


Grant, Colonel W. Ly care of Capt. Ellis, Army and Nery Club, 4s W at 
Grantham, Capt. James, Se. Scaety, Brigg, Lancolnatare; ——_ 
Engincer Office, Deronport. 
*Gray, John Edw., Esq., PH.D.) Foti, z.8. and 1,8. British Museum, Wily 
Greathed, Lieut.-Col. Wilberforce, W’. H., on, Horse Guards, Wistehall,, We 
660 Green, Capt. Francis, South Camp, Aldershot ; and 89, Kcolestom-apuare, & 









1830 Greene, Thomas, Exq. Whittington-hadl, near Burton, Westmoreland, ‘SE 
1857 |. *Greenfield, W. B., Esq. 59, Porcheiter-ferrace, Myde-park,, Wie 

Union (Chad, 8. W | ry 
$059 | Gregory, Augustus Chas, Esq. Sydney. CA 
1858 Gregory, Charles Hutton, Exy., c.8. peer 
1860 Gregory, Francis Thomas, Esq. Survey partment, W. aiid onal 

32, Wicomde. 
1858) “Gregory, Tsanc, Eaq. Ghortton Hall, Victriapork, Monuchestr, | 
1g61| Gregson, Sarauel, Exy., MP, 82, Upper Hariey-street, We me ‘ 
‘VOL, XXXII. ; r 





“Creswell, Rev. Backers cea 39, St, Giles, Oxford. 





1830 
1837 ®Grey, Sir George, K.c.0. Governor f Co rein- Chie, New Zealand, 
1s |. “Grey, Ralph Wm., et angie vei Beigrare-07., &.W. ; 
and Céipehase-—costle, ffexham, 

1862 Griffin, James, Esq. Queen-atreet, Porteea ; and Conan, Hants, 

1830 Griffith, John, Esq. 16, Finsbury-place South, F.C, : 
1838 Griffith, Richard Clewin, Eeq. 10, Gower-street, W.C, 

1850 cibeaenty He oe matt Ber: Francis 5. erase unease 


1861- Greer, Lor Richard 34, thie th ascenaralr eek W. 
1859} Grote, George, Esq. 12, Serile-row, W. 

1857 | ~ Gruneisen, Charles Lewis, Esq. 146, Surrey-street, Strand, WC, 

1882 | Gunn, F, L.G,, Esq., a.0., Army Medical Staif; Bathurst, Gambia, W. Africa. 
1861 Gunnell, Commander Edmund H., ws. Army and Narg Che, 5. W.; 21, 


TES0 | eGaraay; Hudson, Esq. F.8.8, FAA, FEA. 0, St, James square, 3. WV. 5 
| and Aeswict-Aall, sear Norwich, 
185 *Gurney, John H., Esq., wr, 24, Aensingfon-palace-gardens, W, 
ST | Gumey, eee Esq., wr. 25, Prince's-gate, Hyde-pork, 5,W.; and 


1362 Guthrie, James Alexander, Esq. 30, Portland-place, W. 


15a | oHialkett, Rev. Sukie A Little Bookham, Surrey. 
1853 | *Halkett, Liewt. Peter A., nx. Windham Club, S. W, 
1681) «Hall, Charles Hall, Eeq. 10, Mongfeld-ot., W.; and Watergate, near Emuacorth, 
1862 Hall, Jame Tebbutt, Esq. Fore-street, Limehouse, H,; and 3, Crane-grove, 
; Holloway, N. 
1858 | Hall, Captain William Hutcheson, ms., Cm, Fa, United Service Club, 
: | &.W.; and 48, Philimore-pordens, Kinston, W. 
1856 | a re kare Peep atedo she: igre 
" Heavitree, Exeter. 
1862 Hamilton, Archibald, Fey. Sowfh Marrow, Bromley, Kent, SE, 
1861 quae iy ane ee af, Peet: 5. W.; and Borona-court, Co, Tyrone, 


1857 | Hamilton, Edward Terrick, Esq. 2 Upper Brooketreet, W. 
1830 *Hamilton, Capt. Henry G., Be, 71, Eocleston-equare, &, WV". 


Hamilton, Terrick, Esq. 121, Park-streel, Groseenor-sywore, W, 
Hamilton, Rear-Admiral W, A. Baillie. Macartney-howe, Blackheath, 3.2, 


Hamilton, Wm. John, Esq. Fs. 23, Cheskam-place, 8, W. : 
Hammond, Rev, J, W., mp., Fellow of St. John's College, Oxford. Reform 
Cho, 5. W. . 






*Hanbury, Eobert, Eay., Mr. 10, Upper Grosenor-sirect, W, 

* Hand, Captain George 5., 1.5. United Service Clud, 3, Wj and HAMS." Sampson.” 

7ro*Handley, Benjamin, Esq, Assistant-Commr, Turke-Persian Frontier. British 
Embasy, St. Petersburg. 

*Hankey, Blake Alexander, Faq. 88, Portland-place, W. 

Hankey, Thomeon, Esq.,™M,P. 45, Portiand-place, W. 

*Hanmer, Sir J., Bart., M.0., F.54. ‘Zanmer-hall and Bettisfeld-port, Flintshire, 

*Hansanl, Henry, Esq. 14, Park-square, Regent'spark, NW. 

“Harcourt, Egerton V., Esq. Waiteel-Aall, Fork, 

Harcourt, Rear-Admiral Octavius Vernon, 20, Devonshire-place, Porthend- 
place, W.; and Seintn-part, Bedale, Yorkshire. — 

Hardinge, Henry, Esq., M.D. 18, Groyton-street, Hond-atreet, W, 

Hardman, William, Esq., M.A, 27, Gordon-sireet, Gordon-spsare, W.e. 

Harris, the Hon, and Rey. C. A. Raion" sparonage, Sontiomplon, 

710 Harris, Capt. the Hon, E. A. /., RX. HB M.'s Minister Plenipotentiary, Berne. 
Harris, George Frederick, Esq., M.A. Harrow-pork, Middlesex, ¥. W. 
Harris, Capt. Heory, 0.c.5. 35, Gloucester-terrace, Hyde-park, W 
Harrison, C. H., Rogers, Esq., F.m-C4. 15, Lansdoene-road, Claphamroad, &, 
Harrowby, Dudley, Earl of, Sandon-Ao,, Lichfield ; aad Norton, Glowcesterahift, 

‘*Hartland, Frederick D., Esq.) F-8.A., £c. Tis Oablands, near Cheltenham, 

‘Harvey, Charles, Esq. eee Streatham, &, 
Harvey, W. 5., Esq., 23. nna Meron 

Great George-street, 5. W. 

Harwood, H. Harwood, Esq. 20, Clreeland-xquare, Hyde-park, W. 

| Hawker, Edward J., Esq. 37, Gadegan-place, 5. W. 

| 730 Hawkins, Freee ee eg 29, Upper Harley-utreet, Wj andl | 

Lewelltodge, Dorchester ‘ 

slavkicn Chaciapiher Frat SO Army and Navy Club, 8, W. 2 

“Hawkins, John, Esq. 

*Hawkina, Lieut,-Col, J. Summerfield, 2.8. J. WF. American Boundary Commineion 
and 2, Vietoria-street, Weatminater, 5. W. 

Hawksley, Thomas, Esq., ¢.1. 15, Upper Woburn-place, Ticistoc-ogy Wile 

Haworth, Frederick, Esq. 9, Evcleston-street, 5. W. a=! 

*Hay, Capt. Sir J.C. Dalrymple, Bart,, 8.5. MP. U.S. Cd, SW 7 Damnagit, * 
Glenduce ; amd Harroe-on-the-hill, NW. 

Hay, Major W.E, Care of Lady Mary Hay, Linden-lodge, Loanhead, near 
FdinburyA, 


Haywanl, Robert Newton, Esq. Porchester-cilla, Grimnge-loan, Edinburgh, 
Flead, Alfred, Esq. Craven-hill, Bayseater, WwW. : 
. d2 
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1850 | 340 Aert,-6. G. Gilbert, Esq. Fad. 13, Deconphire-terrace, Hyde-park, W. 

1856 Heath, J. Benjamin, Exq., ¥0.8., 7.8.4, Consul for Sardinia, 31, Old Jewry, B.C. 

1881. Hector, Alexander, Esq. li achat W. 

1861) © Hector, Jame, Eaq,, 0.0. 

1859 Hellmann, Christian, Exq. Chibschacibirs, Rajenbstreet, s.W. 

1859 | — Hely, Horendon, Faq, Australian Clut, Sydney. 

1362 Hemana, Geo, Willoughby, Esy., 0.6, 15, Quern's-s7uare, Weetmineter, &, WV. 

1854 Henderson, Andrew, Eeq. 102, Glowcester-place, Portman-eguare, W. 

1857) = * Henderson, James, Eaq. Littlerosd-park, Forbes, Aberdeenshire, 

1853 Henderson, John, Esq. Conservatiré Club, 8. f¥, ; and Valparaiw, 

1852 | 750 Henderson, William, Esq. 5, Standope-street, Myde-park-gardenus, W. 

Th44 | © Heneage, Edward, Esq. Stay’send, Hemel Hempatead, 

T1861 Henn, Rev, J., tia., F,6.9., Head Master of the Commercial Schools, Stratford 

| New-road, Manchester, 

1860 Hennessey, J. B.N., Esq. lot Asst. Tig. Surcey of India, Diehra in the Dio, 
av. . Provinces, Jnclia, 

1862 / Henry, Capt. RJ. Army ond Navy Club, &. W. 

1838 *Henry, Wm. Chas, Esq., M.D, Fae, Hayfield, near Ledbury, Herefordshire. 

1861) "Henty, Douglas, Esq. Chichester. 

14 Herbert, Jacob, Esq. Thinity-Aouwe, Tower-Aill, EC, 

1857) ° Herd, Captain’ D. J, 2, Norway-Aowse, Limchouse, F, 

1858 * Hertalett, Edward, Esq, Librarian, Foreign Office, 5.W.; and Belle-rue-howse, 
tichmond, &. W. 

1s41 “360 Heasey, James Augustos, Esq, Manningford Bruce, Pewsey, Wills, 

1861 Heugh, John, Esq. Firecod, Aiderley-rige, Cheshire, 

Ta58 Hewett, Capt. J. A. Napier, Velindielowe, Trevine, Haverfordwest. 

1856 Hewltt, James, Esq. Nutfeld, edlill, 

1859 _ Hewitt, Commander William Nathan Wright, mx. JT_M&, * Viper," We Coast 

- * of Africa, 

THO *Heywood, Jumes, Esq., M.P., FE. Athenrum Clad, 8. W; and 26, Lenninglon — 

“so. palace-gardena, W, : 

1860 Heyworth, Capt. Lawrence, 4th Royal Laneashire. Jun, United Service Club, 5. W. 

1853 | - Hickey, Edwin A., Esq, Seech-Auret, Hayward's-heath, 

1856 Hill, Asthur Bowdler, Koq. South-roud, Clapham-perk, Surrey, 3, | 

18ST Hill, Rev, Charles Croft, Southfield, Clapham-park, Surrey, &. 

1e4 | 770 Hill, Lieut.-Calonel Stephen J, eid and Nary Club, &.W.; and Governor 








of Antijua, 
1841 Hilliard, Towers, 

prin sos a= aig 2 ee 
7853 Hinchliff, T, Woodbine, Eaq.. Harriste am + G4, Lincoin's-inn-flelds, W.c. A 
1ad0 Hind, Profemer Henry Youle, 3a. be ees Als Went, = 

3862} , “Hinds, Samuel Henry, Haq. 130, Piccadilly, W, " 
4846}, *Hindmarsh, Frederick, Esq. 17, Bucklersbury, F.C, 
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ryoo" Rawlinson, Maj.-General Sir Henry C,, EK... DOL, FAA Athenavin 


Cle, 5. W.; and 1, Aill-street, Berkelry-ayuare, W. 
Rawson, Rawson Wm, Esq., cn, Colonial Secretary. Cape of Good Hope. 
Reed, William, Esq, Gab-fodje, Addiron-road, Nensington, W, 

*Reid, David, Esq. S57, Jermyn-sireet, 5, 

Ren, L. E.R, Esq. Jmctica, 

Reeve, John, Esq. Chnserratire Club, 5. W. 

Reid, Hoory Stewart, Esq. Bengal Cieil Service, 
Reid, Lestock E., Esq. Atheneum Clob, 5. WW. 7 and 122, Wathourneter., T. 
Reid, Wiliam, Esq,, c., 27, Chaleot-eilln, Morerstock-ill, N.We 
Reilly, Anthony Adama, Esq. Delmont, Mullingar, 
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t310°Hennic, George, Esq., on, rts, Hon, wn.tk. 20, DWilton-crescent, 
Belprave-sypuare, 


, SW. ; amd Holmwood-iodge, near Dorking, Serreys 
*Rennie, Sir John, CE., ¥.L8, FSA. 5a, Spring-yardens, &, We 
“Rennie, M. B., Esq., G8. 39, Witton-crescent, Belgrave-square, We 
*fenouard, Rev. George Cecil, 8.0., MRAM. Swanscombe-cectory,near Dxertford. 
“Renwick, Lieutenant, 11 
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Richards, Capt, George H., mx. ALAS, * Phamper,’ Pacijie ; and Torpomt, 
Cornwall, 
Richards, the Rev, George, p.0. Streatham, 5, 


1830 £320* Richaniaon,Sir John, ns, M.D,, C.0., F.8, Lancrigg, Grasmere, Wertmoreland, 


1862 


Richardson, Mark, Esq,, Inte Beng, Mod. Staff, 95, nrernest-ferrace, Ww. 
Richardson, Wm,, Esq. Beform Clo, &.W.; and ffdl-Aousw, Hfatfietd. 
sapint Edward Henry, Esq. Drayton-louse, West Drayton, Afiddleser, 
Riddell, Heory P, A. Bochanan, Esq. Arthur's Clod, 5, W 
eRighy Col, Christopher Palmer, c.n., HMB, Consal, Zanzibar j and Oriental 
Club, W. 
Rigby, Joseph D., Esq. Kine-green, Middiewr, W, 
Rintoul, Robert, Esq. Windiom Cinh, 8. W, 
*Robe, MajGeneral Fred. Holt,on, 0. &. Club, &.W.; and 5, Palace 
gardens-ferrace, Aenringtoa, Wi 


ryjoRoberta, Capt. E. Wynne, 80, King’s-road, Brighton, , 


Robertson, D, Brooke, Esq., H.BM.'s Consul, Canton, 

“fohertson, Graham Moore, Esq. 21, Cleceland-epire, Myde-park, W. 

Kobinson, Albert, Esq., ¢.t Sh, Great George-street, Weetminster, 3. W. 

Robinson, Benjamin Coulson, Esq. 8, Ming's Bench-walk, Temple, B.C. ; and 
43, Meckienburg-aquare, W.C. 

*Hobinson, Captain Charles G., nx, 16, Delamere-fer, Upper Weathourne- 
terrace, W. 

Robinson, Capt, D, G, Saf of the Groot Trigmemetrioal Serbey, Rent 
Pindé, Punjad, 

Robinson, Sir Herenles G, P, Governor of Hong-Kong, 

Robinson, Liewt,-Col, Sir John Stephen, Bart, Rokeby Hall, Duntoer, Ireland; 

Robinson, Thos, Fleming, Esq., roa. 2%, Moratio-terrace, Ormond-rond?, Old 
Kent-rood, SE, 


sa0 | 1340* Robinson, Walter F., Esq., Commander 2x, Junior United Service Chub, 5. WW. 


1854 
1830 
1860 


1865 
“Teo 
me 11) | 


1861 
arte 


Roche, Antonin, Eey. Hducational /nstitute, Cadogan-pardens, Sloone-at., 5. Ws . 

®Rodd, Jomes Reonell, Eeq, 40, Wimpole-street, W. 

Ree, John Septimus, Esq., Surveyor-General, Western Australia; and Messrs. 
Stilwell, Arwulel-ttreet, Strand, W.C. 

Rogers, Henry Darwin, Esq. Professor of Natural History, College, Glasgow. 

*Roget, Peter M., Esq., M.D. F.2S, 18, Upper Bedford-place, Ruselt-ag., W.C. 

Hokeby, Lieut. Langham, aut, Conerv, Cla, S.1V.; ond &. AF, Barracks, 
ChatAam., 


Rollo, Lord. 18, Upper Hyde-pork-gardens, W.; and Dumerief-castle, Mofat,NB. 

*Rose, the Right Hon, Sir George, ronan, Lip, 4, Wyde-pard<gordens, W. j andl 
9%, Southampton-duildinge, Chancery-tane, We. 

Rose, Jas, Anderson, Esq. Wandsworth, Surrey, &. Wy and 11, Saliaburyat., wW.c. 
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1847 


1857 
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1840 


1857 
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13507Rose, Right Hon, Wm, A., Lord Mayor. Afansion Howse, 2.C.; 65, Upper 
Thomes-street, E.C,; and Befions, Crawford. 
Ross, John, Esq., 0.4, 2, Brobamt-court, Philpot-lane, EC, 

"Rosse, William, Earl of, MA. rma, Birrcastie, Porsonatoom, King's County, 

fretand. 
Roupell, Robert Prick, Esq. M.a.,Q0. 13, Park-fane, 1. 

*Rous, Vice-Admiral the Hon. Henry John, 15, Berdeley-squere, W. 
Rowden, Rev, G. Croke, Gat Lawn, Weybridge, a | 
Rowe, Sir Joubua, o.u,, Inte Chief Justice of Jamaica, 10, Queen Anne-atreet, 

Corendist-xpuare, WF. 
Rucker, J, Anthony, Esq. Blochieati, SE. 
*Rumbold, Charles James Augustus, Ksq. Doening College, Cambridge. 
|. Rumbold, Thomas Henry, Esq. 1, Eccleston-aquare, &.W. 7 
1360Rumley, Major-General. Randall, vr, Council of Military Education, 9, 
Eaten-place, &. W, 

*Russell, Arthur John Edward, Esq. 3.2, 2, Audiey-square, W. 

* Russell, Jee Watts, Esq., D.C. Ys, Hfam-Aall, Staffordsiure. 

Russell, John, Earl, rune. 697, Clcslam-ploce, 31, 7 Ode ee 

mond, &. W.; Fndaleigh-ho., Decon ; and Gart-ho,, near Callandar, NB. 

Rossel, Wm. Howard, Esq., Lip. 15, Sumucr-place, Onalow-square, 3, Ww. 

Rutherford, John, Esq. 2, Curendisi-pjace, Carendish-nquare, We 

*ftyder, Capt. Alfred P,, mu. U.S. Club, &, W.; and Launde-abbey, Uppingham. 

Ryder, John Northoote, Esq. Afesars, Penn and Co, Greearich, 5.2. 


Sabine, Major-General Edw., h.A,, Pres, @8., F.B.A.5., oc, dc. 13, Ashley-ploce, 
Victoria-street, Westminster, & WW. ; and Woolwich, 5.2, 
St. Asaph, Rt, Rev. Thos, Vowler Short, Bishop of. Palace, St. Asaph, N. Wales. 
1379St. David's, Connop Thirlwall, Bishop of, Aberjpoily-palace, Carmarthen, 
St. John, Spenser, Beas Geet ¢ Aine Ebert ereae 28, Grove-ond- — 
road, Jt. Jokm's-wood, WV. W: 
St. Leger, Anthony B., Esq. 10, Hicbetagequaty, W.; and 22, Baker-streely : 
Portman-syuare, W. es 
St, Vincent, Edward, Viscount, Meaford Stone, Staffordshire, 
*Salomons, David, Exq., M.P., Alderman, F048. 5, Grok Oued at 
Hyde-park, W. ; and Hroom-Aill, neur Tunbridge Weils, 
Salting, William Larering, Esq. 13, King's Bench-ulk, Temple, EC. 
®Sandbach, Wm. Robertson, Esq. Gare of Mesars Thane § Co, Liverproks 
Sanford, Henry Ayshiord, Faq.‘ 23, Crfoyan-place, Wj end Nynclead-= 
Wellington, Somerset, 
Sarel, Lt.-Col, H.A., 17th Lancers, sao 
Sargood, F. J., Esq. AMoorgate-street-buildings, EC. 
138oSartoris, Alfred, Esq. 64, Hutland-gate, 5. W- + a ee 
Saumarer, Captain Thomas, 1. eg ee 
Acun, Jerecy. . oe 


. ‘ 


“ 
i 








‘1861 


1861 


1961 
1855 | 
6 


1857 


1857 | 


“1s61 | 
1861 
1860 
1860 


1s57 | 


“1850 


1858 
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Sayer, Captain Frederick. (@ibralfar ; and Menor-howe, Hichmond, 3. 
Scarlett, Lieut,-General the Hon, Sir J, Yorke, K.c.1. Portemouth, 
Schenley, Edward W. H., Esq. 1a Precegaiy 6-7. 
Scott, Lond Henry. 37, Helyrare-square, 5, 1. 

Sentt, Hercules, Esq. Brotherton, near Montrose, N.- 

Seatt, Vice-Admiral James, ¢.n, United Service Club, &. W. 
Goott, Rev. Thomas, M.A. 1, Mfownt-place, Rondon Hospital, ©. 





*Scrivener, J, F. P., Esq. 0, Bryanston-pyuare, W.; and Homridye-houpe, near 
— incbower, Aomds. 


Ha gSenright James, Esq. Bedford-hill, Balkan, &. 


the Rev, A. Woodwardian Lecturer, M.A., ¥.ES. Athenrum Ciwh, 
BWes «amd Combi idye. 

fsecnanns, Berthebd, Eat., Pat: Tit., FL 22, Canonbery-eqware, iV. 
®Serocskd, Charles P., Esq. Brewery, Liquorpond-atreet, EWC. 
Sevin, Charles, Esq. 155, Fenchurch-street, B.C ; 
Sewell, Heary, Esq. 75, Okt Broad-at., E.C. ; and Stamford-hill, 
Seymour, George, Esq. 17, Gracechurct-street, £0. ; and Streufian, 3. 
Sepmour, Admiral Sir Geo, F., €.0.1,, 6.0.11, 115, Katon-nyuare, ah eam 
. H ur. Of, Gromenor-strect, W.j rye 
seacet Mary Dey, Sa. 9, Ue Sr 
Shadwell, Captain Charles F, A,, n.,, con, Sloth, 


pqoo"Shalwell, Lieut.-Col, Lawrence, cn. Cor and Co, 


Shafer, Col. Talinferro P., U.S. 62, Moorguieatreet, F.C. ; 49, Weymouth- 
street, Portiand-place, W.; and Louisville, Kentuohy, U5. 


Share, James Masters, Esq., 1x. LMS. ‘ Caloutta,’ East Indien; and 
| ‘orthonnheriand, 


Froat-street, TyarmowtA, 
Sharp, Peter, Esq. Cart of Eaheard B. Bostock, Eeq., 10, Lorrtine-pl, Holioway, 5. 


*Sharpe, William John, Esq. 1, Victoria-atreet, Westwiuter, 5.W.; and 
Norwood, Surrey, =. 


Shaw, John Ralph, Esq. Sand-hey, Meylake, BirlenAead. 
Shea, John, Esq. ¥.0., Surgeon 2.8, fH, Blackfriare-road, 8. 
Sheffield, George A. F.C., Earl of, 20, Portland-pl., W.j and Shefieid | 
Sheil, Major-Gen. Sir Justin, K,c.n. 13, Eafon-place, pica RIC 2.W. 
Shelburne, Henry, Earl of. Lansdowne-Ause, Berkeleyequare, W. 






1410Shephard, Chas. Dougias, Eaq., Surg. Rx, Fee Elen ner Cheadle, Staffordshire, 


Shephent, Rer. Edward Jako, wa. Tretterseliife, Kent. 
Sherer, John, Esq, Manstom-coftage, Eden-grove, Cormocli-pl,, Holloway, N. 
Sherklan, H, Brinsley, Esq, MP. Bellefeld~house, Parson’s-green, Firlhom, &. W's 


Sherrin, Joseph Sarnuel, Esq, LE.D., Pu. DA, Faylenhenan, Leyton 
Kentu'-town, NW 


®Sherwill, Lt.-Col, W. eas. Prof. of Surveying, Cieil Engr, College, Calcudta; 


and Perth, NU, 


*Shipley, Conway M., Esq. Army and Nary Clot, &.W.; ond Raheny, Dhuiltins 


Showers, Ma yer Charles 3. 


Royal Geographical Society. vii 





1856 | Shuttleworth, Sir J. P. Koy, Bart, 38, Gloucester-spuare, W.; ana 
Gaethorp-hall, Burnley, Lancashire. 

1450 Silver, the Rev, Fred. Mia. Fas, Norton Mectory, Market Drayton, Salop, 

1850 | r420*Silver, Stephen Wm,, Esq. 60, Corndill, F.C. > and Norivood-dadye, Lower 
Norwood, 5, : 

1853 | Silver, William, Esq., 3.A., Barrister-nt-Law, Audifiton-road, Kensington, W. 

1859 Sim, Captain Charles, n.&., Surveyor-General, Ceylon, 

1880 Sim, John Covegame, Eaq. 59, Old Broad-street, £.C, 


1853 Simmons, Edward F., Esq.; Parrister-at-Law, 13a, North Audleyatreet, W. 

1848 Simmons, Colonel John L, A., &5., cn. 2. Bt. A's Comml, Warsw; Junior 
United Serrice Club, 5.1. 

1853 Simpkinson, Lieut, Francis G., mm, 55, Victoria-ntreet, Weatminster, &. W. 

1862 Simpeon, Henry Bridgeman, Esq. 44, Upper Gromenor-sirect, WV 


“1361 | Simpeon, James, Esq. C.E., F.G.8, 25, ffreat George-aireet, Westminster, &.W. 
1857 Sitwell, Major W. H. Junior United Service Club, 5. W. 


185% | 14j0Skelmersiale, Edward, Lord, Lattom-part, Ormabirt, Jancashire. 


tea | Skinner, Russell Morland, Kaq. 8, Weslborne-crescent, Hyde-park, W. 
1861 Sladen, Rev, Edward Henry Mainwaring. Allon, near Mariborough, Wills. 
1801 Sligo, G. J. Browne, Marquisof, 14, Mansfeld-ct,, W.; and Wealport, Co. Mayo. 


1860 *Smith, Angustus Heary, Esq. Dron Goris, Carnarcen, North Wales, 

LESS | Sunith, Rev. Brownrigg, as. Sheplerd-fane, Brixton, 5. 

1839 | Smith, Edward, Esq. Duin Castle, 

1836 *Smith, Edward Osborne, Esq, FSA. ce. 21, (Cormeall-terrace, Regent’ 
park, ¥.W. | 

1853| Smith, George, Esq. Peru. ; 

1857 Smith, George R., Esq. 93, Eafon-nyuare, S.W.: and Teluten-pork, Surrey. 

1861 )r4q0Smith, H. S. Daskey, Eaq., H.A- United University Cheb, 8. 1. 

1840 | Smith, Henry W. Seymour, Esq. Bieen-mount, East Sheen, Surrey. . ( 

1857 *Smith, Horace, Esq. Brorhourne-borough, Aodkde Jun 

1830 *Smith, James, Req. Font. & &. Athen Clab, 8. W.3 § Jordan-hill, Glasgow. 


1861 Smith, Jervoie, Esq. 47, Belprave-epuare, a. | ‘ 
1854] Smith, John, Esq. Memb, Geograph, Soc. Bombay. 7, Afineing-lane, 2s. 
1455 Ginlth, John Harrison, Esq, 49, Javernene-terrace, Ww. ‘3 oe 
1853 Smith, John Henry, Exq. 16, Pall-mall, .W.; and Purley, Croydon, Surrey, 
1861| Smith, J. Sidney, Req. Barrister-at-Law. 1, Stone-buildings, Linesln'sinat, WiC. 
1861 *smith, Joseph Travers, 25, TAroymorfon-sirect, EC. 
1838 | rgso*Smith, Octavius Henry, Esq, Thames-bant, Wertmubuter, 8. We 
1859 | Smith, Rev. R. Carter, Charlfon-rectory, BE, 
1841| "Smith, Thomas, Esq. iss 
1860 Smith, William, Esq., c.r. 19, Safishury-atreet, Strmd, T.C- 
1859 “smith, W. Castle, Es. 1, @loucester-terrace, Regent’ spark, NOW 
1857 | __ Smith, Wm, Gregory, Eaq, Huhon-boy Company, Finckurci-etrest, 2 
1859 |, Smith, William Henry, Eaq. 1, Hyde-parb-atrect,<W. 

= 





_ *Smyth, Captain William, 2.5, Richmondl-fouse, Ryde, Isle of Wight, 
*Smyth, Vice-Admiral Willinm Henry, K4.F., D.C.L.y FNS. VPS. Ay FRA, 
Hon, m.0.1.4,, Corr, Inst, Fr., ke, &e. Athens Club, &. Wg and St, John's 
foalge, near Aylesbury, Bucks. 


1841 Soldan, Don Marino Felipe Paz. Dina; ond 214, Hfamorer-square, W. 

1830 *Somera, Charles, Earl, 83, Prince's-gate, 5.W.; Eastnor-castle, Hereford- 
shire ¢ and The Priory, Reigate, Surrey. 

1a62 Somerset, Capt. Leveson E. H., nx, SoulAgate, near Leighton» Buzzard, 

1858 | "Sames, Joseph, Esq., wr. Fortismere, Mumoeti-Aall, N. 

1855 Sopwith, Thomas, Esq., M.4., 0.8, F.08, 43, Clereland-ag,, Hyde-park, W. ; 
and Allenhecds, Fayelon-bridje, Newoantle-on- Tyne, 

1445 *Sotheby,"Lt.-Col, Fred. $.,0.0., 7.2.4.8, 3, Portugal-street, Grorvenor-aq., W. 

1861 Seath, John Flint, Esq. St. Thonas’ Moepital, SE. ; ond Blackheath-park, SE. 

‘1860 Southesk, James Carnegie, Earlof, Ainnaird-castie, Brechin, NB. 

1855 Southey, Henry Sedgfield, Esq., Barrister-at-Law, Afhenwn Club, 3, W 


1860 | 1470°Southey, Jas, Lowther, Esq. Leacroft, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex, 


Spofforth, Markham, Esq. 3, Porchester-terrace, W. 





1861 | 
1830 | ‘“Spottiewoode, A. Esq, 19, Chester-atreet, Helgrave-square, 8. 
1855 |  “Spottiswoode, William, Esq, 7.0.8. 109, Chester-atreet, Belprave-square, &. W. 
18509 "Spratt, Capt. The. A.B, os, C0. 2, 20 8, * Medina,’ Mediterrancan ; 
and G1, Ebury-street, Pimlico, 5. W. 
“4857 Spring-ioe, Hon, S, E, (Deputy-Chairman of the Board of Customs). fount 
Trenchard, Foynes, Ireland, , 
1859] Stafford, Edward W., Esq. Colonial Secretary of New Zealand, 
159) Stanford, Edward, Esq. 6, Charing-cross, SW. 
1655 | Stanhope, Philip Henry, Earl, Pres. Soc. of Antiquaries, 3, (rosrenor-place- 
- Aowecs, Gromenor-place, &. W. ; and Chevening, Sevenoots, Kent, 
1860 | 1480 season, Walter Spencer, Faq. Connon-lall, Barneley, Yorkshire, 
"1a56 Staniland, William, Ee;,,c.e. The Creacent, Selly, Forkslure, 
1834 Stanley, Edmund Pll, Esq. Croven-Aotel, Strand, W.C. 
1853] “Stanley, Edward Henry, Lord, wr, D.c.t. 23, 5%. James's-squore, 8. W. 
u5¢| Statham, John Lge, Eaq. Cavendish Club, Regent-street, W. 
1434 Staveley, Thomas, Req. fforsood-Anuar, Southborough, Thnbrichpe- Wells, 
1858 Staveley, Thos. G.,Esq. Fbreiyn Office; and 24, Cumbritiye-st,, Hyde-park, W 
1850 Steele, Colonel Thomas M,, o.n., Coldstream Guarda, 34, Chenter-aquore, 5. W. 
1830 *Stephen, Sir George. Melbourne. 
1857 Stephenson, Sir EK. Maclonall,ce, 6, Upper Hyde-park-gardena, W,; 
East-coftaje, Worthing. 
1861 1490Stepoey, Col 8, Cowell, 5, St, George’s-place, Hyde-parl-corner, TW. 
1860 Sterling, Col. Sir Anthony, United Service Club, SW. ; ond Coz-and (op, 
1ae2 Sterry, Henry, Eq. 17, Paragon, Southourk, 3.2. 
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1853 
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Stevens, Henry, Esq., FA. 4, Trofalgar-aquare, Charing-crom, W.C. 
Stevenson, Thomas, Esq., ¥.8.4. 37, Upper Grosrenor-atreet, W. 
Eee ee 19, Beliprave-aq,,8.W. and Ards-hoiuse, Dionagol. 

Stewart, Major J, H. M, Shaw, Hoyal Madras Engineers, Virapapaton, Snefit. 
ccs Gis Mae Selden ag eet 8, Lower Belzrave-atreet, 5, We 
Stirling, Capt, Frederick Henry, Bx. 7, Af. 8. * Hero,’ 


rsooStirling, Vice-Admiral Sir James, United Service Club, 5.W. | 


*Stirling, William, Esq. MP. 128, Pard-st,, Gromenor-ag., W. 

Stocker, John Palmer, Esq. 93, Gxford-terrace, Hyde-park, We. 

Sioddart, George, Esq. Collinpoood, Torquay, Devon, 

*Stokes, Capt. John Lort, ax. 0.9. Club, &.W.; and Harerfordicest, Wales. 
Stopford, James Sydney, Esq. 18, Savile-row, W. 

Stracer, Sir Henry, Bart, Mr. 39, Docer-atreet, Piccadilly, W. 

Strange, Lieut.-Col. Alexander. 18, Walton-place, Mane-place, Stoane-st., 5.1" 
Strangford, Perey Ellen, Viscount. 19, Manajfield-street, W. 

Stratford de Redcliffe, Stratford Canning, Viscount, 20, Grospenor-equcre, W. 


rgroStratheden and Campbell, Wim. F. Campbell, Lord. Strathedew-house, Knighte- 


bridze, 5. W's 
Strickland, Edward, Cammissary-General, Barbhadses, W. Tnufies. 
Strutt, George H., Esq. F-B.A8. Fridgelill, Belper, 
Strutt, Captain Hammel Ingold. Eruniner Royal Moi Steam Company, 
Southampton. 
*Strutt, Captain William. Palace, Kee. 
®Strzelecki, Count P. E. de, cm, 7.58, 205, Serie-rom, W. 


Stuart, Lieut.-Cel, J, F, Deeley Crichton, u.r., Grenadier Guards. 25, Charla 


atred?, Sf. James's, &5.1¥. 


Stuart, Vice-Chancellor Sir John. 11 and 12, Ofd-buildingn, Lincola’s-inn, Wey 
5, Queen'egate, Hyde-park, W. ; and Grushernish, fale of Shye, wage 


*Sturge, Thomas, Esq, Nortijleet, Kent. \ 
Sturt, Capt. Charles, v.t.8,. St, Edmonds, Tivoli, Chcitenkonm, 


te roStutfield, William, Esq. 15, Leiagter-terrace, Hyde-park, W.; and = 


park, Cuaterbury. 
Sulivan, Captain Bartholomew J., ns., 00, Board of Trade, 5.1. 
Sullivan, John W., Esq. 11, Aome-park, Stoke, Devonport. 
Surridge, Henry Arthur Dillon, Esq, 5... 31, Lower Gromenoratroet, We 
Surtees, Capt. Charles Freville, Chaleott-houn, Long Ditton, Surrey. 1) 
*zytherland, George Granville William, the Duke of, Staford-ouwr, St. James's 
Palace, &.W. 
Sutherland, Kenneth £.,Eaq., Paymaster m,%., Barrister, Junr. U.S. Cha, 8. We 
(Cheater fietd-Amue, Weymouds ; » and the Moyal Fackt, Portsmouth, . 
éSutherland, Robert, Esq. Carmona, Sant, Dunoon, Argyleshing. 
Swanzy, Andrew, Esq. 58, Cunnon-strect, E.C. wi-. ' 
®Sweeting, Robert, Esq. 7, Clemenf'stane, Loma d-sirect BL; ond 
Lendun-lill, Harrow. 1 ~s - Pe 
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1936 | t§30°Swiaburna, Mear-Admiral Charles H, 18,Grasrenor-place, W.; and Capheaton, 


tag} "Swinburne, Lieat, Sir John, Bart., nx, Caphenton, Newonstle-on- Tyne. 


1859 Sykes, Christopher, Esq. Sledmerc, Malton, 
1851 Sykes, Colomel William Henry, Mr, Fm, Hom, MT1A, Atheneum Clvd, 


S.W.; and 47, Allion-street, Hyde-park, W. 


1652 |  ‘*Syage, Major Millington H., mu. Curragh Camp, Jreland, 





1k52 Tagart, Courtenay, Esq. Reform Club, 8, W.; and Paris. 

1aso Tagart, Francis, Esq, 31, Cronen-Aill-yardens, HMycle-park, Ww. 

1837 *Tait, Robert, Esq. 14, Queen Annesireet, W. 

1861 Talbot, the Hon, Wellington P. Manvers Chetwynd. Jfoneyhourae, Broadeay, 
1861 Talbot de Malahide, Lord, Mfalahide-castle, Co, Dublin, 

1841 | ts4oTayler, Joseph Walter, Esq. 42, Tinristoch-terrace, Upper Holloway, N. 

ias1| -‘Tarlor, Liect, A, Dundas, 1%, 14, St, James's-square, © W. 

1854 ®Taylor, John Stopford, Esq., M0. 1, Springfeld, St, Anne-atreet, Linerpool. 
“VAST Teesdale, Joln M., Esq. Downage-lowe, Hendon, JV. Ws 

1860 Templeton, John, Esq, 12, College-terrace, Solington, NY. 

(nal Templeton, Viscount, 29, Albany, W.; and Casti? Upton, Delfast. 

1857 Tenuant, Profesor James. 149, Strom!, W.C, 

1860 | Tennant, Major J. F., Bengal Engrs, Zkrector of the Obsereatory, Madras, 
1830 * Thatcher, Colonel, £.1.¢, 

1861 Theobald, James, Esq., M.A. HE, T, Fackt Club, Aliemarleaireet, W.; and 
‘ Grays, Eoer, 

184 | 1§§0Thomps, Henry Harrington, Esq. Lonsdowne-creeceni, Bath, 

189 Thompesn, Thoma A,, Esq. Londen and County Hank, Cambridge. 

1854 William C., Esq. 81, Cambridye-terroee, Hyde-park, Wo; and 
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on * Navigation and Nautical Astronomy." 
—-- Lieut, Joux Woon, 1.¥.—Patron’s Medal—for his survey of the Indus, 
and rediscovery of the source of the River Oxus. 

1841,—Captain Sir Jasces Crank Ross, a.x,—Founder’s Medal—for his dis- 
coveries In the Antarctic Ocean. 

——— flev. Dr. E. Ronmsox, of New York—Patron’ s Medal—for his work 

entitled “* Biblical Researches in Palestine.” 

1342,—Mr. Epwaxo Jogx Exex—Founder’s Medal—for his explorations in 
Australia, 


——— Liest. J. F. A. Srmoxns, @.&.—Patron’s Medal—for his survey in 
Palestine, and levels across the country to the Dead Sea. 
1845. ai W. J, Hawmros—Founder’s Medal—for his researches in Asia 
_ Minor. 
———- Prof. Apotra Eawas—FPatrou’s Medal—for his extensive geogra- 
phical labours. 
1844,—Dr. Bexx — Founder's Medal —for his extensive explorations in 
Abyssinia, 
—— M. Stes gue Rirrren—Fatron’s Medal—for his important geogr- 
1845. —Count P. E. ve Srezececet—Founder’s Medal—for his explorations 
and discoveries in the South-Eastern portion of Australia, and in Van 
Dickens Lawl. 
——— Professor A, Tu. Mippexporrr—Patron’s Medal—for his extensive 
explorations and discoveries in Northern and Eastern Siberia. 
1846.—Captain Coamces Sreet—Founder’s Medal—for his various and 
extensive explorations in Australia, 
— Dr. Lupwis ag “eager ‘s Medal—for a journey performed 
from Moreton Bay to Port Essington, ‘i 
1847.—Sir James Buooxe, Rajah of Sariwak and Governor of Labuan— 
‘Founder's M Medal—for his expedition to Borneo. 
—_— n Caanee Barn ac ip aghas y Pong eereates his Voyage 
uf Discovery mm the 5, emisphere in Antaretic Regions, 
the years 1898-42, “ 
1848.—Avstres H. Lavan, Esq., D.c.t., M- r.—Founder’s Medal—for his 
contributions to Asiatic “ J» researches 4p. Mesopotamia, sod 


discoveries of the remains 

——— Haron Cu. Hierte—Patron's Medal—for his explorations of Cash. 
mere and surrounding countries, communicated m his work entitled 
‘ Kashmir und das Reich der Siek,’ 


1949.—Col. Jous Cu. Friswost—Patron’s Medal—for his successful explo- 
rations of the Rocky Mountains and California ; and for his numerous 
Discoveries and Astronomical Obeervations, 
——_— The Rev. Davin Livevesrosz, of Kalo 1 Chronometer W 
—for his successful explorations of South Africa, a 
D-. aia Wau, of Finland—25 Gilesteodar his Travels j in 
in. 


= 


Award of the Royal Premium. xix 


1850—Mr. Tuomas Broxxer—25 Guineas—for his Explorations in the 
Middle Island of New Zealand. 
185].—Dr. Joux Rar—Founder’s Medal—for his Survey of Boothia and of 
the Coasts of Wollaston and Victoria Lands. 
Captain’ Hewny Sraacuey—Patron’s Medal—for his Surveys in 
Western Tibet. ; 
1859.—Mr, Fnascis Gatrors—Founder's Medal—for his Explorations in 
Southern Africa, 
‘Commander E. A, Isererie.n, x.x.—Patron’s Medal—for his Survey 
of the Coasts of Baffin Bay, Smith and Lancaster Sounds. 
1953.—Rtear-Admiral Winasamw Hexey Ssrru—Founder’s Medal—for his 
valuable Surveys in the Mediterranean. 
——— Captain Ronenr J, M. M‘Ciuns, #.».—Patron’s Medal—for his 
discovery of the North-West Passage. 
1854.—The Rev. Daven Livixastoxe, m-p., ete—Patron’s Medal—for his 
Scientific Explorations in Central Africa, 
Mr, Cuauces J, Axnunssow—a Sct of Surveying Instruments—for his 
‘Travels in South-Western Africa, 
1855.—Euiswa Kexr Kae, x.p.—Founder's Medal—for his discoveries in 


——— Heisaicn Barre, Phil. Dr.—Patron’s Medal—for his Explorations 
* in Central Africa, 

——— (Corporal J. F. Cuvacn, of the Royal Enginerrs—a Watch and Chain 
—for his scientific observations while attached to the Mission in 
Central Africa. 

1856,—Mr. Avoveres C. Gurcomr—Founder's Medal—for his Explorations 
in Western and Northern Australia. 

= Lieut.-Col. Axnrew Scorr Wavan, Bengal Engineers—Patron’s 
Medal—for the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India. 

(8$7— Captain Recwanp Cottaxsox, 2.x.—Founder’s Medal—for his Dis- 
coverics in the Arctic Regions, 

——— Prof. Acex. Dartzas Bacux, Superintendent U, 8. Coast Survey— 
Patron’s Medal—for his extensive Surveys of America. 

1868.—Captain Tuctamp F, Bortos—Founder's Medal—for his Explorations 

—— Captain Jonx Paceser—Patron’s Medal—for his Explorations in British 

North America and the Rocky Mountain. 

Mr. Jous Macnovars. Stvamr—a Gold Wateh—for his Discoveries ia 

South and Central Australin. 

1859.—Lady Fuaxxtix—Founder’s Medal—in commemoration of the «dis 
eoveries of Sir J. Franklin. 

——— Captain Sir F. Leorowp MeCirrroce, #.x.—Patron’s Medal—for his 
Discoveries in the Arctic Regions 

















1860,—Captuin Jowx Hasstsa Srexe—Founder’s Medal—for the Discovery 
| ‘of the Great Lake Victoria Nyanga, Eastern Affica, &e. 
___— Mr. Joux Macpovart. Sruawt—Putron’s Medal—for his Explorations 


1861.—Mr. Ronerr O'Hara Buaxe—Founder's Medal—for his Explorations 
in Australia. : | P 

——— Captain Tuomas Beaxesrox—Patron’s Medal—for his Sarvey of the 

—— ir. Jons Kisc—a Gold Watch—for his meritofiows conduct while 


ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY AND MAP ROOMS, 
To MAY, 1862. 





[ Wien Lown is the place of publication, the word Lowpos is in all cases omitted.) 


LIBRARY. 


EUROPE. 


Catim, G.—Notes of Eight Years’ Travels and Residence in Enrope with 
his North American Indian Collection, 2 vols. 8vo, 1548, 


Caanren, Cart. 8.5 _—My Travels: or an Uusentimental Journey thro! 
France, Switzerland, and Italy, 3 vols. 8vo. 1855, 0 | 


Enccattox, Minutes of the Committee of Council on, with Append 
1860-61. §vo. 1861. The Commirrne. 
Basce Da. M.—Bevalkerung des Fransisischen Kaiserreichs in ihren 
wichtigen statistischen Verbiilinissen, limo. Gotha, 1861, 
| ML. Jowrvs Perris, 
Cuazanton, A. M. R.—Annonire des Marées des Cites de France pour 
Van 1861. Reintke, Capit. Svo, Paris, 1860. 
Dérit pe 1A Manne, 
Keties, M.—Notice sur la Carte des Environs de Cherbourg, doonant les 
des Courants de Flot et de Jnsant et les Ktoblissements de 
leurs tniles observés en Juillet, Aotit et Septembre, 1644. 8vo. 
pamph. Paris, 1661, Dérir pe ra Manine, 
Tantxavx de Popniation, de Culture, de Commerce, et de Navigation. 
pour 1858 et 1859. §vo, Paris, 1961, 
Le Mintertar pe 1A Mantes af pes CoLoxres. 
Grawany— 
Berraior ur Statistik der freien Stadt Frankfort, herausgegeben von 
der Statistischen Abtheilung de Frankfurter Vereins fir 
und Statistik. Ester Hand, tte Theile, 400. Frankfort, 1861. 
‘ The Soctery, 
Grovocmen® xs aaa des Grossherzogthums Hessen und der angren- 
int Manstabe von 1: 80,000, Herausgegeben 
oer tatieetehabetschicn ben Verein. Sva, Darmecedt 1861. 
¢ GrocnaraicaL Socirerr, DanmsTapt. 
Ausfria, 


Ane du Meridien dn 25° 20’ entre le Danube et Ia Mer Glaciale, mesaré 
depuis 1916 jusqu'en 1855, ae composé sur les differents Ma- 
térienx et redigé par F, G. W. de Struve. Publie par l' Academie des 


Sciences de St. Petersbourg. 2 vols,, with plates in separate vol. 
4to, St, Petersburg, 1957-60, The Afapent. 


| Titles of Pooks, : Donors, 
Geawayy— 
Bator, F., x.—Travels from Vienna through Lower Hungary; with 
some Remarks on the State of Vienna during the cares ss in the year 
1614, 4to, 1818. 


Great Perranw— 
Commie, Rev. G., #.A—Guide to the Isle of Man, with the means of 
Access thereto and'an Introduction toits Scenery, &c. limo. 1861. 
The Aurion. | 


Iwontrs, H. D.—The Channel Islands. §vo. 1835. Praceasen. 


James, Cot. Sir H, we. ¥nc.s.—Abstracts of the Principal Lines of 
Spirit-Levelling in England and Wales. 4to. 1561. 


The same, plates, 4to, 166. The Oanoxance Orrice. 


Lx Gaas, Capit.—Mer da Nord. Sme Partie, Cites Est de [ Angleterre. 
Traduction par M. A.le Gras, 8vo. Paris, 1560. 
Dérit pe wa Manne, 
GREECE— , 
Heouss, T. 8.—Travels in Greece ond Albania. 2 vole. Svo, 1450, 
Porcu ase. 
Traixr— 
Evsracr, Rev. J. C.—Classical Tour through Italy. An, 1502, Sro. 
Lal. Poncnasen, 
Wuiresie, J., a.c.—Italy in the Nineteenth Century, contrasted with its 
Past Condition. S vols, Svo, 1848, : _ Poca. 


Russia— 

Descrrrios Hydrographique des Cites Septentrionales de la Rosse, Tra- 

duction du Russe par Lt, H. de Laplanche, Svo. Paris, 1560. 
Ditror pe LA Manin. 

Muacrureaox, Dexcam, M.D, F.R.G.8. er of Kertch, and He- 
searches in the Cimmerian Bosphorus. Folio, 1857.  Puncitasmn, 

Teconsat, M. L, de—Commentaries on the Productive Forces of Russia, 

. @vola, 8vo. 1855, PURCHASED, 
ScAxDIsAvIA— | 
Deumark, 

7 Cee D.—Travels in various Countries of Scandinavia, in- 
cluding Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Lapland, and Finland. = ales 
4to, 1838, Puscuasen, 

Manavatr, H.—Residence in Jutland, the Danish Isles, and Soe 
Zvols. Gro. 1860. 

Noroay. 

Founes, Paor, J. D., n0.1.-—Norway and its Glaciers visited in 1851; 
followed aE Journals of Excursions in the High Sie oe i 
Berne, and Savoy. fvo. 155-1. 


Scanpreavia-Hormetaatisorn i 2d ad fra Aaret 1774 til 1860, oa eal 
af A. Vibe. vat Usivexsrry or Cimistianta. 


¥ Masox A-—Hoidemaalinger 1 N fra Asret 1774 Gl 1860, Bro, 
So ‘gs Cor. C. Loxpa, 


ia, 1660. 
Feetand, Fe. | 
Founes, Commaxnen C. 5., n.¥.—Iceland; its Volcanoes, pA he ion cat 
Glaciers, Svo, 1860. 
lawixcen, Cart. C.—Strimninger og lisdrift, ved Island, 6 fe, pen 
Copenhagen, 1561. 


a -~ $¢° « oti), 


Isxii Library and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geographical Society. 


Titles of Books, Donors. 
wn Kaan Assilinliai drawn and Engraved by Greenland 
t; or Woodcats drawn ers. 
a Godthaab, 1860. Paor. C. C, Rares, Conn, F.1..4. 
-ae ege G,—Deseri ‘ayer ssh Translated from the 
Danish, 8v¥o. aio. PURCHASED. 
ixxcen, G. G.—lIsland, Seine Bewohner, cic. Sro, Brunswick, 1SGh. 
™% G. WesTenmanx, Fo 
— Nerritive of Excn 
“‘Teapast, Pror. J. —Glaciers of the a r- 
sions amd Asoents, an yieatteer ie 2 and Phenomena of 


Glackers, and an aa a of the Physical a which they 
are related. &vo Ponciasep. 


ASIA. 

Amatic Russ1a— 
Ravesstrers, E.G. 7:0.0.8.—The Russians on the Amur; its Discovery, 
nest, and Colonization: with a Description of the Country, &e. 
Bvo. 1861. The AttHon, 

Asiatic Trvnker— 
Aixswortn, W. F., ¥.0.0.5.—Travels and Researches in Asia Minor, 

Mesopotamia, Chaldea, and Armenia, 2 vols. Svo. 1547. 

PURCHASED, 
in gi W. H.— gin the Desert on the Track OF the Jaraatites; 
| ot a Journey from fream Caire by Wady Feiran, to Mount ys and Petra. 
Bvo. Porciasen, 
Cansanvox, Fant or. —Recollections of the Druses of the ns - 
Notes an their Religion, Yudedit. Sv. 1860. 


Fenocssox, James, v.n.o.4—Essy on the Ancient ee "of Je ‘tile 
elem, yo, 1847. Puncuasxn, 


Tuomsos, W. M., pp.—The Land and the Book; or Biblical blest rte 
drawn from the Manors aod 


a, the Scenes and Soenery of 
Bly Land, 2 vola, 8vo, 1559, er 
Curma— 
Commence dels France avec la Chine, Dilibération prise sur le Rapport de 
M. Rondet dans la Chambre de Commerce de Lyon. - Svo. pamph. 
Paria, 1560. AM. Natatia Rowpot, through Loan Asmucrtox. 


Coons, G. Wixanove, r.2.¢.4—China; being the ‘ Times" Special Corres- 
ponilence from China in the Years 887-88. Gyo, 1658. 


Lar, G. Taaprscaxt.—The Chinese a Paae Py: are; their Social, Moral, and 
Literary Character; a new Analysis of the ‘Language. Siro, 1841. 


Nortce du Vert de Chine et de la Teintare em vert ches len Ghitoks, pee 
M. N. Roudot, &c, ;suivie d'une Etude des Propridtés Chimiques et 
‘Tiestucialen du. Lo Kad, Prof. M. J. Person, hin:5 st dis Eockevehes 
sar la Matiert colorante ny phivencee Indigéocs, par M. A, F. Michel. 
Svo. Paria, 1858, M. Natacis Roxport, through Loup Asnoretor. 


Osnons, Cart. §., .N., Cn, ¥.8.0.3,—Past and Fature of British Relations 
with China. ‘Bvo, 1660), PURCHASED. 
sige ey W. J.—' Barrow's Travels in China ;" an Tovcstigation into the 
gin and Anthenticity of the ‘ Facts aud Observations’ related in a 
ead entitled ‘ Travels in China, by John Harrow, Pa.s.” vo. 1861. 
The Acriton. 
a 


Titles of Books, Dowora. 
Carma— 
Roster, M. N.—Pé-king et la Chine; Misures, Monnaies et ren 
Chinoises, Svo.pamph, 1861. The Avrnon, 


Syaxa, Con, W. H., mr, 7-8. F.R.0.8.—Noter on the Progress of the 
Trade of England with China since 1633, and on its Present Condition 
and Prospects. The Aurion. 

Ixpia— 

Asscat Report of the Geological Survey of India aud of ve eager of 
~ Geology. Svo, pamph. Calcutta, 1561. he SunVEY. 

: Maison J.—Travels and sergnscnemend trate mete 
uring a Residence of Fourteen Years. Svo, 1835. Prnenasen. 
Cieunons, Htou, .p.—Forests and Gardens of South Indias. Svo, 1861. 
Tne AUTHOR. 

Cent Mazon A,—Ladik ; Physical, Statistical, and Historical : 


of the | Saitoeabid Countries, Svo, ISH, 
Pouncwasep. 


Descarrriox des Basses et des Dangers qui sont pris de Ja Cove dat 0 Of 
Ceylon. évo,pamph, Paris, 156 Dérit ve 1a Manrxe. 
MacCosn, Piteherpay PIC er Evo. ae 





Memos of the Geological Survey of India. Vol. IL. Part IL, Vol. Til. 
Part I. 4to. Caleutta, 1900-61. The Scaver. 


Porrixcen, Lievt, Hesny.—Beloochistan and Sinde, With a Map... 4to. 
Lai6. Lieet.-Cot. W. PoTrrscen, F.8.c.8. 


Pupna, C., B.A. r.2.0.8.—An Historical, Political, and Statistical Account 
of Ceylon and its Dependencies. 2 vol, 8vo, 1849. 

Resturs of a Scientific Mission to India and High Asia, scudertulcan 
between the Years 1854-8, by Order of the Court of Directors of the 
Honourable East Tndin Cons by iy ec eviae ae Robert 

reit; with an Panoramas, Views, aud Maps. 

Vol. Il, 1863, The lanta Onnice, 

. Hemme ne.—Resultes of a Scientific Mission to India and 

High dice. wadennaleen between the yenrs 1854-55 by order of the 

Court of Directors of the Hoo, East Company, Vol. With 
an Atlas of Panoramas, Views, and Maps, 4to. 1561. 

The Ispra OFrice. 


Sr. Joux, Srxxsen, ¥.n.c,s.—Life in the Forests of tha Fer Ee 2 vols, 


Sve, 1862. ArTion, 
Wacon, ae reap aap ecg Report on. the urvey of India for the 
Three Years ending 1855-59, Fol. 1861. be Inia Orrice. 


Misetaverioxe Neutiques ut los Traversées. aller et: de netar de Je 
Manche & Jaws, Traduites d u Hollandais sous la direetion de Lt. C. 
Le Hellico, 4to, pamph. Paris , 1861. Dari me 1) 


Omens, Capt. §., 2s. Cm, Fads. tga Per: Fragments, with Fac- 
oalies Cr Tllestraiisae by’’Avtists of ¥ Svo. is6l, PURCHASED, 


AFRICA. 
Ecvrt™— ae 
Axcarrrars:, Le Ranox Wewnt.— Notice sur la Tribu des Ait Fracucen. 
gvo, pamph. Algiers. : The Avrnon. 


————_ —_—_—— 








anut Map-Booms of the Royal Geographic 


Titles of Books, Thora. 


— Coantes T., F rn0s.—On the Mountains forming the 
astern Side of the Basin of the Nile, and the origin of the designa- 
tion “ Mountains of the Moon” apie to them, §vo. pamph. 


sacpn 8 1861. The AuTHon. 
Dexow, V.— ge dans la Basse et lo Hante , pendant les Cam- 
pagnes an énéral Bonaparte. 2 vols. With a vol. of pintes, to. 
1862, Pritecanik 


Gixasar, M. Pu.—Observations sir Is Carte du Nil de Miani. S&vo. 
pampb, Brussels? 


Hassexerers and Perenaxs.—Karte und Mémoire von Ost-A frike 
ewischen Chartom, Sonokin, und Massana ( zu Peter- 
mann's Geogmphischen Mittheilungen}, to. hn, 1661, 


M. Jceres Peeries. 
Knarr, Dr. J, L.—Travels, Researches, and Missionary Labours during 
an Eighteen Years’ Residence in Eastern Africa, With an Appendix, 
fke., by E. G. Ravenstein, rnc, Byvo. 1260, Porcitasep, 
Laxar, D. A., ¥.2.¢.5.—Reflections in the Egyptian Desert, 12mo, 18462. 
The Avrnon. 
Peet, Carr. W., 2.5.—A Ride through the Nubian Desert. 12m0, 1852, 
PURCHASED, 
Aspensson, C. J.—Okovango River, §vo. 1861. 
H. Biackert, Esq., F.0.0.8. 
R.—Remarks on the Topography and Diseases of the Gad Coast Const. 
§vo. pamph. TMC, 
Descaterion de T'Afriqne, traduite da Flamand d'O _ D. M. 
Fol. Amsterdam, 1656. ACHAMED. 
Horcmisson, Consul T. J., r.na8.—Ten Years pire among the 
Ethiopians; with Sketches of the Manhers and Customs of the Civil- 
ised and Uneilivised Tribes, from Senegal to Gaboon. 8Y0.. L861. 
PUnCHASED. 
Laxpen, E.—Reeords of tain Clapperton’s last Expedition to Africa. 
2 vole. Sfvo, 1850, OP ot ee eat 
Park, Mcuwco,—Book of Tables and Papers be to M 
oted to Lieut. Glover, B.x., F.1.0.8., ot La a Camel Atta 
anuary 21st, 1858, Fousrax Foca 
SOUT HERN— 
Apcaritates, M. Le Banox, —Etnde snr In Caravane de la Meoque et le 
momerce de IIntérieur de l'Afrique, &vo, pamph, Paris, 1861. 
roeiesy Kev, E.—The Basutos, or Twenty-three Years in South Africa. 
Bvo, 1861, The Pou.msness. 
Rae — W. B.—Campaigning in Kaffirland, or Scenes and Adventures 
the Kaffir War of 1851-52. Ind edition. Svo, 1855, The Auruon. 
VALLon, fa A -—Influence des Conrants sur la Navigation bla Cite Occidentale 
d'Afrique. §vo.pamph. Paris, 1860, Deror pe ta Manixe. 





AMERICA, 


Avexaxpen, Capt. J. F.—Transatlantic Sketches, comprising Visits to the 


moat interesting Scenes in North and South America and the West 
Indies, Svo. 1963. Pracnasnn. 


Library and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geographical Society. “Ixxt 


Titties of Books, Donors, 
Barrisn Norra AMEniCa— 

Cantwatont, G.—Journal of Transactions and Events during o HResi- 
dence of pearly Sixteen Years on the Coast of Labrador, 5 vols. (in 
twol, 4to, 1702. Ponciasen, 

Hat, Capt. B., n.x.—Travels in North America in the years 1827-28. 
$ vols, 8vo, Edinburgh, 1929. PURCHASED. 


Hecron, James, 1.0., 7.8.0.8 —On the Physical Features of the Central 
Part of British North America and on its Capabilities for Settlements, 
The Avrmon. 


cece de eaeesteeesavecdseees Notice of the Indians seen by the Exploring 
Expedition under the command of Capt. Palliser, #2008, 8vo, pamph. 
The Avcrnon,. 


cccecdeececvesereeenerses: On the Geology of the Country between 
Lake Superior and the Pacific Ocean (between the 45th and the 54th 
parallels of latitude) visited by the Government Exploring Expedition 
under Capt. Palliser (1857-60), Bo, pamph. The Avrmon, 

Hix, Professor H. Y., ¥-.0.8—Narrative of the Canadian Red River 
Exploring Expedition of 1857, and of the Assiniboine and Saskat- 
ehewan Exploring Expedition of 1855, 2 vols, Sro. 1560, Poncnasep, 

Rewanns on Upper Canada: Surveys and Extracts from the Surveyor 
Reports, containing a description of the Soil and Timber of the Town- 
ships in the Huron and Ottawa Territory. Svo. pamph, Quebec, 1861. 


Usrrep SraTes— 
L x, Carr. R. F., v.a.0.8.—The City of the Saints, and across the 





Rocky Mountains to California, §vo. 1861. The Aurion. 
Davinsox, Geonce.—Directory for the Pacific Const of the United Siaics.. 
ato. The AcToon, 


Dosexecn, Abbé E.—Seven Years’ Residence in the Great Deserts of 
North America. 2 vols. 8vo, 1860, PunCTLASED,. 
Kown, J. G.—Kitehi-Gami: Wanderings round Lake Superior. &vo, 
Lewis pert sep ere e, Ae to the Source of the Missouri River 
and across the American Continent to the Pacific Ocean ; performed by 
order of the United States Government, in the years 1804-j, 4to, 
Isl. PURCHASED. 
Mississrrrt River to the Pacifle Ocean, Reports of Explorations to ascer- 
tain the most practicable and economical Route for a Railroad from 
the. 1853-55, Wol XU, Books 1 ond 2 4m. Washington, 1460. 
The U, 5. Seonerany or Wan. 

Ouxeren, F. Law.—Journey in the Back Country. Svo, 160, 
Po 






Owrs, Davin Dare.—Second Report of a Geological Reconnaissance of 
the Middle and Southern Counties of Arkansas, made during 
1859-40, 8vo. Philadelphia, 1660. The Stare or ARE. 

Reéwy and Baexcuter.—Journey to the Great Salt Lake City, with a 
Sketch of the armen Arsen. and (Customs of the Mormons, and on 
Introduction an the . ows Movement in the United States, 3 vols. 
Bro. i561. Jouims Borsconey, Esq., Ftc. 
Army of the. From January 1655 to erat 4 1660, 40, Wash- 
ington, 1940. The U. = A. 


Titles of Books. 





Mexico— d 
B—, M. C ve ua.—Life in Mexico, during « Residence of Two Years 
Prescott. ave. Lets. 
in that Country. With a Preface by W. H. 5 


Hie, 5. 8.—Travels in Pero and Mexico, Svo, 1860, Punciasxp. 


Wnoeox, f. A.—Mexico and ite Kel ; with Incidents of Travel in 
that Country during parts of the Years care 1851-54. avo, 1856. 


hae ae by E. B. Underhill, 
Emanciration sl the West Indica: Two i 
en eee od. hig peeling reg <2 — meeting held at 
Hooms, 20th ebruary, 1861 range Z 
? E. B. Uspesurir, Esq. 
Puramus de Jn Mer dex Antilles et du Golfe du Mexiq iqne; corriges en Avril, 
1862. Par M. Le Gras, Capitaine, &e. svo. pany. Paris, 1862, 
Ditrir pn ta Masise, 
CextTraL AMEBICA— 
Det Kio, Capt. Dow A.—Description of the Ruins of an Ancient City, 
discovered near Palenque, in the Kingdom of Guatemala, Translated 
from the Original M5. Report by Dr. P. F. Cabrera, 4to, 1822. 
PURCHASED, 
Fuornet., J,—Seven Years’ Travels in Central America, Northern Mexico, 
amd the Far West of the Unit Sine 2: Svo, 1850, Puaciasep, 


Squmn, E, G.—Travels in Central Amvrica, SpeSeiary: eres 
Se. &e. 2 vols. tivo. New York, ree PURCHASED. 
Waocxrn, Dr. M.—Reitrige m einer eatig en Phisehen Skizxe dics 
Isthmus vou Panama (Ergantun wlan zu Petar mann Geographishen 
Mittheilungen), ivy Gata] Lsél, M. Jusres Pexrurs, 

Sourn AMERtca— 


AsounAteoot, Don M, L.—Titolos de la Reqiblica de Chile o la Soberania 
{Dominio de la Estremidad Anstral del Continente Amerionno. Refu- 
tacion dela Memoria que ha poblicado en Hounos-Aires el Doctor 
D, V. Sarsfeld Bajo. Svo. fivilean: LS54, 

The Usivensrrr or Curie. 

Caste Jeneral de la Repiblica de Chile levantado en Abril de 1854. Fol. 
Sautingo, 1958, The Usivensrry or Cure, 

cseept cnr a her bart en las Sesiones pepe pea ie, 8 we ee Mini- 


steriales en los dos Primeros Ados del segundo quinqnenio de lo 
Administracion Montt. 1857-58, Tomo VI. &vo, Santingo, 1854. 


The Usivtenety or Cute 


Evrapisrica Comercial de In lica de C I eppshnn sy ! te al ano 
de 1853. 4to. Val brats 0 7k NIVERSITT of Cause. 


Ruawracion de la iene Historica que en 1852 earag publicado en 
Buenos-Aires Don Pedro de Angelis, &c. Bvo. Santiago, 165. 
The Usivensirr or Curie. 


Tacuvm, J. J. ¥.—Travels in Peru during the Years 1838-42, Translated 


by Thomasin Hoss, Syo. 1547. Puncitasen. 
Sracce, Richanp, Fsq.—Report on the Expedition rocure Seeds and 
Plants of the Cinchous Saceirabre or ied Ba Ked Bark ne - §vo. pamph. 


1861. Cruxsexts R. Manewas, Esq., F-0.G.5. 





Library and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geog 


AUSTRALIA. 
Titles af Books, __ Bomars, 
Geresonr, F. F.—Journal of the North-West Australian Exploring Expe- 
ditton, under the Authority of H. tert ie nr, Local C FOVETHMELES, 
aided by Private Contributions, und: ceed F. f 
r.n,o.8. April to November, 1561. ye The ComstaxDER. 


owx.—Remarkable Discoveries in Australia, with an improved 
ma , showing ich scar routes of Stuart and Burke. 2nd Paper 
reat before Dublin Society, Dec. 24, 1961. -Svo, ph 
Dublin, aohge The A 


Mossaan axp Baxtster.—Australia Visited and Revisited. A Narrative 
of Recent Travels and Old Experiences in Victoria and New South 
Wales, Gvo, 1805. PURCHASED, 

Muctines, Dr. F., aos: _hemy oe the Plants collected oth Mr. E. Fitz- 
alan during Lieut, Smith's Expedition to the Estuary of the eee 
Fol. pamph. Melbourne, 1560, AcTHOon. 


ideas tet pees Bi Tabs wo ne Gi Uit de 

Verhandelinger en Berigten betrekkelijk het Zeewesen en de 
wanda, der Jacob Swart). No, 3. Svo. paumph, Amsterdam, 1881. 
AuTHon. 






Puan’s Queensland Almanack, Directory, and Law Calendar for 186%. - 
with Map. timo. Brishane, 1842. Sin G. F. Bowen, 


Poau, T. P.—Brief Outline of the Geographical Position, Population, 
Climate, Resources, kc., &c., &c., of the Colony of Queensinnd, Svo, 


pamph. Brisbane, Queensland, 1s61. The Acrimon, 
Sruwr, Capt. C., #.2.0.5—Two Expeditions into the Interior of Southern 
Australia, during the Years 1825-31. §Svo. La, PoRcHaskD. 


Wurrtse, G.—Tasmania, the Products and Resources: of, as Wostrated in 
the International Exhibition of 1862, $vo. pamph. Hobart Towa, 1862, 


New ZBALAND— 

Haast, Joiies.—E rt of bg he om eal seit Gotlogieel Ee te 

the Western Diciriots “off r ew Zenland, 

for the Provincial Government by Sie Haast. 
, of New Zealand for 1560. Complied: Seem Oe ear 
rol. beckianh, 1961. Poovisc.aL GOVERNMENT. 
Tromsos, A, L., a.p.—Story of New tela’ Past and Present—Savage 
and Civilieed, Sva 1859, Puncuasep. 


PACIFIC. 


Dereorr de Banka: Nouvelle Passe pour donner dans le Détroit, 
venant da Sud, position de quelques BF, ee i hit a Ourile 
Svo. pamph. 1860, es 

Dmos, a Capt. P_—Narrative and Successful Itesalt of a Voy 
the South Seas, performed by sehr of the Government of B 
India, to ascertain the actual fate of Péroum's Expedite, oa tol. 
Svo, [sav. 

Lanritanpties, M.—Account of a Voyage in Search of La you, 
undertaken y onder of the Constitu 


tional Assembly of France, and 
formed in Years 1791-29, under the command of Rear-Adiial 
d'Eutrecosteaux. Translated from the French. =, n seaupieg 
Plates in separate vol. Svo. 1802. ; 





: 





Titles of Books, Donors 
Le Gras, Capit. M.A. STS pp pee te Hydro nes we sa Hes 
Bashee, les erinesy 


ee, les [les Formose, et Lou-Tchon, la Mer ‘a sath 

les Iles do Japon fet dl” ges Scie Stems fey 

et Yedo), et la Mer d Okhotsk. ge Edit. Paris, 15 

ae DErer DE LA Parades: 

Métitnaces, B.—Diary of a Journey from the Mississippi to the Coasts 
of the Fs Pacific witha U.8. Government Expedition, With an Intro- 
duction by A. ¥. Humboldt. mslated by Mrs. Perey Sinnett, 
2vole. Svo. 18568. PounCHASED, 

Monnay, Itev. T. Horixs, w.A., &e.—Piteairn; the Island, the People, and 
the Pastor: to which is added, a short Notice of the Original Setilement 
and present Condition of Norfolk Island, 12th Edit. 12mo, 1860, 





PunRCnAsED. 

ARCTIC. 
McCiistoce, per F. L., 0.4.—Voyage of the For in the Arctic Seas: a 
‘Narrative of the Discovery of the F ate of Sir John Franklin and his 
Companions. Svo. 1859, Purchasen, 


Sconesnt, W.—Account of the Arctic Regions, with a History and De- 
seription of the Northern Whale Fishery. 2 vols. 8vo. Edinburgh, 
1820, PORCH ASEL, 


Scnorr, C, A.—Tidal Observations in the Aretic Seas. Hy E. K. Kane, 
m.D. Made during the second Grinnell Expedition, Reduced and 
Discussed. 4to, Washington. 1860, Poreciiaskn, 


Tae Final ci te ge and the Crews of the Erelaw ond 
H. 


ATLANTIC, 
Peapr, J.—Memoir, Descriptive and Explanatory, of the Northern 
Atlantic Ocean; and comprising Instructions, General and Particular, 


for the Navigation of that Sea, ith Edit, materially improved by 
- Findlay, ¥.mos, §Svo. 1861, <A. G. Fixoray, Esq., F.n.cs, 


GENERAL GEOGRAPHY. 


Cravrz, Capt. G.—Anivendong der Plastik beim Unterricht im Terrain- 
geichnen. §vo.pamph. Leipzig, 1841. The Autuon. 
MacnaY.—Index to Machoy's Manual of G hy. 
1862. f Cue eae ore: ree eee 
Matte Barx, Mone. V. Cot et, fait Je 21 Decem 1861, & | 
cea Assemblée ¢¢ atrale ale soc de ln Societe de Geographic ier 
ees travaux et sor. Gedgra pendan 
l'Année 1861. Bro, Pets 188, = rire pence 
Mirtuniioscen aus Justus Perthes Geographischer Anstalt, to N 18 
(in brains gin jor de Gotha, 1861-62. M. Vaart Divan 
ZeITSCHRIFT Erdkunde, to March 1 continuation 
Svo. Herlin, 1861-63, e De Dr. KR. actin 


ASTRONOMY, METEOROLOGY, AND NAVIGATION. 
ALMAxagre Nautico para el Afo 1863, calenlado der Orden en 
el Observatorio de Marina de la Cindad de San Fernando, yee re 
1861. The Onseavaronr. 


Aswates Hydrographiques. Tomes XVIL, X VILL, XEX.; Années 
et 1860, Svo. Paris, 150-60, s = 


= 
= 


Library and Map-Hooms of the Royal Geographical Society, \xxix 


Titles of Rooks. Donors. 
Assates Hylrographiques, I" Trimestre de 1662, §vo, Paris, 1862. 
Dérit pe La Masur 
Asxvanro del real Observatorio de Madrid, Tereer Afio, 1862. I2mo. 
Madrid, 1861. The Acapesy oF Scrmsces ov Mapaip, 


Baxewert, F, C.—Considerations pr yy ae Figure of the Earth, in 
relation to the Action of gh aki Force and to the attempts to 
determine the Ellipticity of the Globe by Pendulum Olwervations, 
Svo, pamph. 1862, | The Avrmon. 

Reanpuonn NATHANIEL, CE, y.n.c.8,—Mannal of Hydrology, with 
Hydraulic Tables, Svo. 1863, The pbb | 

Bower ¢ Annaes do Conselho Ultramarino, No. 59. April, 1859. and 
Series, No.4. 4to, Lisbon, 1860, Tux PorrootEsr Gor khs MwT. 

Bomnay.—Magnetical and Meteorological Observations made at the Go- 
vernment Observatory, Bombay, in 1959, under the Soperintvendence of 
Lieut. E. F. T. Fergusson, 1.5. 4to. Hombay, 1859, 

The East Ixnaa Govens Ment. 

Caratoour par ordre Géographique des Cartes, Plans, Vues de Cites, 
Mémoires, Instructions Nautiques, etc, qui composent I'Hydrographie 
Fravcaise. Svo, Paris, 1860, 

Caratoove Chronologique des Cartes, Plans, Vues de Cétes, Mémoires, 
[nstructions Nautiques, etc., qui comportnt peg es Nag Francaise. 
avo, Paris, 1560, rT DE LA MAanixk, 

Courre Rendu Annvel par le Directeur de I'Obeervatoire Physique 
Ceutral de Russie, Anuées 1659-60, 40. St. Petersburg, 1861, 

The Dimecrom. 

Freotar, A. G., ¥..0.8—Deseription and List of the Lighthouses of the 
World, 1861. §vo, 1861. The AvrHoa, 

FrrzRov.—Passage Table and General Sailing Directions, compiled by 
Hear-Admiral R. FitzRoy, rmas, 2 copies. Svo, 1861. 

weseeeee Barometer Manual, compiled by Rear-Adimiral ER, FiteRoy. 
d4to, Edit. §vo, 1861. 

cceces se Meteorological Papers, published by Authority of the Board of 
Trade, Nos, Sto 10. 2 copics of each, with Atlas to No. 10, By¥o. 

cesses Barometer and Weather Guide, compiled by Rear-Admiral Rt. 
FitzRoy, F.n.c.s, 4th Edition, &vo. 1561. 

The Mereono.ocican Derantuext, Boanp or Taape, 

Gatrox, Capt, D.—Report of the Joint Committee appointed by the Lords 
of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and the A tic Tcia- — 
graph Company, to inquire into the Construction of Submarine Tele- 

h Cables; together with the Minutes of Evidence and A . 
‘ol, 1861. Capt. D. GaLron, Le, F1.G4, 

Gavors, Cuantes Tuowas.—Recherehes sur le Climat et Jn Vegetation 
du Pays Tertiare par Oswald Heer, &c,, Traduction de C Th. 
Gaudin, &e. Fol. Winterthur, 1561. 

Prof, J. M. Zrecies, Corr. ¥-1.0.8, 

Gouoneac, C, M.—Om Cirklers Berpring. 410. pampb, Christiania, 1861. 

Hoas, Joux, r.a.c.1.—Supplemental Notes on 5t. George the Martyr, and 
on George odie Wehop Svo. pamph. 1862. The AvTaon, 

Hoasnvnan, Jawes.—Instructions Nautiques sur les Mers de MInde. 
Traduites de l'Anglai, en 1857, par M. Le Predour. a= Edit. par 


MM. Beille-et Estignard, Tome JL. 2 Partie. 4to, Paris, 1E60, 
Diirdr pe La Mawine. 


— t 


Titles of Rooke. Donors. 
Hypaocearnce Ornece.—Tide Tobles for the English and Trish Ports, for 
the year 1861. §vo, 1860. 


Janes, Col. Sir Hexnr, 1.2, ¥.n.6.3,—Abstracts of the principal Lines of 


ig im Seotland. With Plates-in te Vol. 4ito, 
bs6t, The saNce Scnver. 
an Pieces On projections for Maps applying 


“to ® ) very large extent of the Earth’ Nghhaaaiy By Ool, Sir Henry 
James, wx., and Capt. Alexander R, Clarke, me. pth ph. 
exny JAwEa, 


Karz, Dr, F. L.—Repertorium fiir Meteorologic, herausgegeben von der 
Me oe Gesellschaft eu St. ag pee rg. Redigirt von 
Dr. F.L. Kamtz, I. Rand, Heft 1 and 2. 410, Dorgat, 1860-61. 

The Imp. Geoo, Socimry of St, Perensnenc. 


Eorrres, M. A. T.—Annales de 'Observatcire Physique Central de Russie, 
_ Année 1665, Now Let 2 dto, St Petersburg, 1961, 
The Mistesren or FiIraxces, 


Mam, Rev. E., Radeliffe Observer.—Astronomical oni Meteorological 
| Observations, made at the Radcliffe ata Oxford, in the year 

1858, under the Saperintendence of Mannel A. Johnson, late Radeliffe 
Observer. Vol. ALIX. vo, Boos; eel. 


Trustees or Tux Onsentatonr, 


Mangcrz, Capt. D. F. nx Patta.—Memoria sobre el Eclipse de Sol de 
18 de Julio de 1860, BSyo, Maddlrid, 1861. 
Mantxn (msenvatout of San Feewanpo, 


a Commr. M. = anion AT ha, No 2. The sin tet 
Washington, M | LG. 400, ii ‘he 

icin 1861, oie = 
Rear-Admiral RK. FirzRot, F.n.c.s, 
Merncaxtice Marine Magazine to May 1662 (im continuation). sro, 


1861-62, The Enrron. 
MERCANTILE Mavs t fist gad Annnal to the Commercial Code 
of Signals for ona. altos Gr 3 5 a ip Siang, 1882. 8vo, 
1862. CoLeman, Faq. ¥.n.0.8, 


Mors, ier Komethanernes Indbynies Saiceaicl 4to. Christiania, 
186 
Nacricar Magazine to May 1862 (in continuation), Bro. 1861-2. 


Poanes des Cites Occidentales dA ve et do. Tles Fparses de Ocean 
| ane: arate Le M. La Capitaine, &e., en Avril 1862, 


Peanes des Cites Nord dt Ouest de France et des Cites Me tateney sy n 
et de Portugal; Corrigés: en Fevrier 1869, par M, A. Le 3 
Capitaine. §vo. pamph, Paris, 162. 

Ditrir pe ta Manrxr. 


Reavis of Meteorological Observations ‘for twenty years, for Hobart Tow 

er sHaniteg by donsben from Jansiary 1 184] to December 
a Obeervatory, from J mina Derem. 
1860, inclusive, 4to. Hobart Town, 1861. lariat a= 
Roxene, pe 1.4, Posen’ M.—Note sur IEvaluation de Distances en Mer. 
Svo. pamph. Paris, 1860, Deri pe 1a Manse, 
Rossen, W. [.—Methods of finding a Ship's Position at Calcul 

or by Projection on a Chart. “Bro, | delaba * 186 ‘ singe: em 
The fF Syeiais (Iamay axp Sox). 


r 


Titles af Pooks, 
Rossen, W. H.—Notes on the Physical G sont al enelogy of tle 
Sonth Atlantic; together wath Spiling — for the principal 
Ports of Call and the Islands, &c. &c, BVO, 
The Posies (Iumay ap Son). 


Sxanweit, Capt, C. F. A. 0... ¢.0., 7.8.0.8.—Notes on the Management 
of Chronometers and the Measurement of Meridian Distances, Bro. 
1841. The Arron, 


Srauve.—Uber einem vom General Schubert an die Akademie gerichteten 
_betreffend die Russich-Scandinavische Meridinn-Grod-Messung 


von C, Stravé. Sv0. pamph. 1861, The Action, 
Swaur.—Verbandelingen en Berigt Poti -pen het Zeewezen, ide 
roi « Hydrogrephie Saree gee tt de daarmede in 

Redactic Jocoh Swart, Nieruve 

Yolgonde, gence 1860, Now. 1-4; Jahrgang 1861, Nos. 14. Syvo. 
Amsterdam, 1860-61. The Eprros. 
Wavon, =o ~General Sir A. Scort, &c.—Tustructions for ES abet: 
Surveying. 4vo. Roorkee, 1561. AUTHOR, 


Suerte Acsdem kiinstleriechen Nacblasse von Johann * Mate ravi. 
einer Lebensskizze Millers u. Notizen, heravageben von J. M. diegler. 
Fol, Winterthur, 1860. The Evi Eprok (J. M. ZiwoLEn). 


ETHNOLOGY AND PHILOLOGY, 
Avenex, Sir R.—Flements of Japanese Grammar, for the Use of Beginners. 
4tc, Shanghai, 186), The Acruon, through the Foreign Office. 


Bam, Wit.i1aM BaLroun, =.0.. F.n.c.8, —Observations on the Haura mre 
‘ulfiilde Languages, With Examples. §vo, 1561. The Arrnon, 


DYAvesac, Moxs., Corr. r.n0.s.—Note mmr la Mappemonde Historiée de 


la Cathcdrale de Héréford. Svo. Paris, 1862. The Avraon, 
Farewax, H. STaxtore, v.n.cs., &e—A Grommatieal Sketch of the 
Temahug or Towarek Language. §vo. 1862. The Avrmon. 


Kewxepr, James, 11.0 —Essays, Echnological and Linguistic. Faited 1 by 
Cc. M. Kennedy, Esq. =Htd fvo, 861. The Em 

Latnam, ft. G., M.D., y.2.0.8.—Descriptive Ethnology, 2 vols. S¥o. 1859, 

Panaver, Curvauren pe—De l'Origine Orientole des Polonais et dun 
Usageancien de ce peuple edltbre et guerrier par excellence, Svo, 


pamph. Paris, 1861. The Acrnon. 
Toxav, Dr. H.—Jellesmisme; 8 Faron at and Historical inquiry 
into the Character of English, ch, Hungarian, Gentes’ Inlien 


Russian, and Spanish nationalities. §vo, Gyorott, 1847. _ 


ac eeae oe ee Fizimado; History of the Development of the Globe, 
“fro. Pesth, 1860, The Avrnon. 


Wereren.—The Constitntion, not o Compact between Sovereign States; 8 
‘Speech by the Hon. Daniel Webster, vo. 1862 


ENTOMOLOGY, 
Tux Entomologist’s Anonal for 1862, 12mo, 1862, 
; H. T. S2aurrow, Esq. 
GEOLOGY, 


Ixxxii Library and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geographical Society. 


Titles of Books, Thawrr. 
Houxra, Dr, Mourrz.—Die Fossilen Mollusken des Testier Beckens von 
Wien. Vol. Il., Nos. 3,4 fin one). 4tc. Vienna, 1642. 
Lixcetaesn Lepyann.— Guide to the ay New York and to the 


5 b 1861. 
State Geological Cabinet. Svo. pee ea : 


NATURAL HISTORY. 
Bostock and Riuev.—The Nateral History of Pliny translated, with 


copious Notes and Illustrations, 6 Vols. Bvo. 1855-57. 
PURCHASED, 


Sana, Dr. M.—Om Siphonodentaliom Vitreum, en ny Slegt og Art af 
dentalidernes Familie, 4to. Christiania, 1661. 
The Rorvan Usiveesity of ComtsTrasta. 


HISTORY AND BIOGRAPHY. 


Iurentan Dictionary of Universal Biography. Divisions 11, 12, and 13. 
dito, Glasgow, 1861-2, Poncu ask. 


STATISTICS. 


Apernacta of Reporte of the Trade, &c., of various Countries and Places, 
for the year 1859. Reecived by the esac ae rong the Foreign 
(fice) from Her Majesty's Ministers and Consn os, 9 ond 10, 
Fol, 1861. Wa Bocesa.t, Esq. 

Statiwerice Tabeller for Kongeriget Norge, wdgione efter Foranstaltning 
af Departementet for det Indre Rittende og Tyvende Rakke, 1855 ie 
1859, 4to, Christiania, 1659-60, 

The Rovan Usrveserry or CuntsTraxta. 

SratieticaL Tables relating to Fo Countries. Compiled from the 
Official Returns of the respective tries. Fart VII. Fol, 186i, 

W, SrotTiswoope, Esq, F.4.0.4, 


VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. 


Aut Bev.—Travels in Moroceo, Tripoli, Cypros, Egypt, Arabia, Syria 
Turkey, between the years 1803-1807. 4to. ISG. Nachingtec 
Boawonatu, Rev. J., —Deseription of Eu sist tly ha mep as 
Obthere and Walfetan, written in Auglo-faxus by Alfred the 
Greek with his Account of the Mediterranean Islands, of Africa, and 
of the History of the World to the year mc. 1413, Fol. 1455. 


The Arron, 
CoLLECTION hh A Containing Captain Dampier's Vi Round 
the World. Avo, 1798." ss paris seen 


Conrat's eager Reprinted from the Edition of 1611. To which 
now added his Letters from India, ke. 3 vols, Svo, We” = 


Fexse.t, W.—V Round the World. Containing on Account of 
Captain Dampers Expedition Pade South Sens, in the St, George, 
in the Years 1703-4, Together with the Author's Voyage from 
Amapalla, on the West Coast of Mexico, to East India, §vo. 1707. 

PT RcHAseED, 


Spy a Rev, W.—The Jordan and the Rhine; or the Fast and the West. 
Being f the Ser of Five Years’ Residence in Syria; aod Five Years" 
in Germany. §¥o. LB54, Pracussen, 


= 


Titles of Books, Downers, 


A. Hencttaso x o Banso po Casterto or Parns.—Roteiro da Viagem 
de Vasco da Gama em mocecxcvit. Segunda edigao, oes ae 


mentado de algumas observagces principalemente aig sy eee 
Lisbon, 1861. Arnon. 


Le Tour de Monde. Nouveau Journal des Voyages. 7 année, Nos. 89 
et 96, 4to. Paris, 1561. T. Lavenaikue, 


Mantrmieav, H.—Eastern Life, Present and Past. 3 ea So, 1848, 


Novuvreries Annales des Voyages. 6™* Série, 7™ année, 1561, Juillet 
avo. Paris, 1841. 

Rew der Osterreischen Fregatte Novara, um die Erde, in den Jabren 
1857, 58, 59, anter der Befehlen des Commodore K. V. WUllerstor?- 
Urbair, Band 1, §vo, Vienna, 1861. 

The SuresistTespest of the Ausraiax Nav¥fT. 

Srursom, Sin G.—Narrative of a Journey Round the World during the 
Years 1841-42. 2vola, 8vo. 1547. PUneHASED. 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIE: 


EUROPE. 
Titles of Eoaks, PDonara. 





Aeadueiy of Sciences. Comptes Rendus de l Académie des Sciences, to 
April 1862 (in continuation), 4to, Paris, 1561-62. 
_ saneceeeeee Tables des Comptes Rendus. 2°* Semesire. 1860, 
‘Tome LI. The Acapemr. 
Asiatic Society. Journal Asiatique, ou Recueil de Mémoires, 5" Série. 
Tome XVI. and XVIII. 8vo. Paris, 1861. The Socterr, 
: Ethnological Society, Annuasire de la Société expe sa. Par A. 
Castaing. 2"* année. limo. Paris, 1561. The Societr, 
Geographical Society. Bulletin de In Société de Géographic, to May 
18a (i continetion), gvo, Paris, 1660-62. 
cieectesescecseees Liste des Membres, &c, &c., 1861. 41" année, Svo. 
Paris, 1861. The Socterr. 
GrasaxT— 
Austria, 
Imperial Academy of Sciences. Sitrungeberichte der Kaiserlicheb Aka- 
demie der Wissenschaften Mathematisch-Naturwiseenschaftenlichen 
Classe. Vols, XLIIL, XLIV., and XLV. §Svo. Vienna, 1561, 
Sita erichte der Mathematisc sch Netarwissenachafichen Cis nash 
5 Akademie der Wissenschaften, [V. 50. 
Ths Acnouttl 
Imperial Geological Institute. Jahrbuch der Kaiserlich boar 24 
Senn Reichenstalt, 1560, XL. Jahrgang, No. 2 April to 
Decem! Jahrgang 1661 in 1862, 12. No.1. 4to. Bh on oo 


meee oe ee ee ee ee RE ee ee gia aes Die ceiaee rel i 
Sect igenen Unerochnge dargetlt, mit einem Aine vo 
Gotha, 1861. : — The Actnon, 

VOLS XXXII. 9 





ter zu den Banden 31 bis 42 der 





if 





ns of the Royal Geographical Society 


Fe Gaineen itute, klar, Karl, Grandeiige einer Hycto- 
net Sonklar, Kar e 
~ graphic des ca ona Kaiserstants. &Svo, Vienna, 1860, 
Gexcna. JocuMus, through Sin Rt. 1. Muncnisox, K.c.0. 
Imperial Geographical Society. Innp. Geog. Soe. Mittheilungen. TV. Jahr- 
gang 1So0, — Vienna, 1 1800. The S5ocierr. 


jan Academy of Sciences. Magyar Leveles Par. A. Régible Magyar 
Hungarian J Erkolcsik, Tirtonet és ely Lemeretenek Elomosiitasdré 


Kindja a Magyar Tudosmanyoa A demia. Vol, I, 8vo, Pesth, 


1e61. 

e6 OF ai ee teen rene eweeee Torténottudomdnyi Pa cremate Kiadja 
a Mugyar Tudis Tarsosig. Vols. land 2. Svo. Guida, 1841-12, 

eae ee eevee ee Erdédlyhen Taldlt Vinszos Lapok. A’ 
Magyar "Academia élibe terjeszette Dr. Endy Janos. aie. Pesth, 
1BS6. 

ee eseeeee Honyadi Jinos Utolsé Hadjdrata bolgar 


as Sacrborané bat, 1854, ben sNandonfejérvir folmentese a Tarok 
Tiboriuieétdl. 1436. A Nandoféjerviri [iadal Negyedik Sedzados 
Napjin, Julius 21, 1256. Eliterjesztette Kiss Kiroly. Svo, Pesth, 
1857. 

se cone ce ceeees Ax Opsziigos 'Tamies es Oroziggyiitéeck 

y  urtenete, 1445-1452, A. M. Akademziban Saékfoglaldlag eliadia 
Kuouz Nindor, §Svo. Pesth, 1859. 

ae te ee we 86 Archwologiai Kdglemenyek. Kiadja a 
Magyar ‘Todomanyos ‘Akodemin, Vol. 1. 8vo. Pesth, 1859, 

cepecetessaneacecsceeeeese en Stutistikal Koglemenyek A Hazai Alla- 
polok Ismeretének elimozdéuisira Kiadja a Magyar T edemanyes Aka- 
demia, Vols, Javd 11., No. 1.° Svo. Peath, 1661. 

Wileeeise yi $0 a ue oe . rir abe Tudds Tirenig Evkinyvel. 
Vol. I to XVIL. ato. “Pesth and Buda, 1838-00, 

ot ceeeseseeees A’ Magyar Tod Akademia Evkinyvek. 
"Vol. EX, Now. 1 to 6. Kitetéher Hevezet(sil, Kiwtthez, Vol. X., 
Noa. 1 to 5. 4to. ie RN le5os-a1, 


eA Akademia Evrt'sits, A Nyele- 
"EAS pludoményi-Oxgtaly Kéluinye. Vol. L, Now 1 ta 4, 8v9, 
Pesth, 186 
ret eT ae eee ee ee ae Akademia Ertesita.: Uj Fol am 
A. nent eta MN Abadia Bei Oh Vol. ly 
Now ltod. Ovo, Pesth, 1560, 


ae a ae i Monuments Bab Historica, Map- 

Torténelmi ‘Emitkek, Elsa Ouxtal kunioytimk, Vola, L tu 

Vil. Miswlik Qogtily: Ink, Vols. to “VL Vol. IX. Svo, Pesth, 
1857-61. 


ae oe ee ed oe on ih i i ae ar Turtéoelmi Tir, Kiadja a Magyar 
Tudomanyos Akademia, ‘Vols. I. to VIII. Syo. Pesth, 1856-61, 


ae Re) cece tees A’ Moldvai ro nee es A’ Mag- 
yar Tud Akademi elébe terjesztve P. Gegi bvo, Duda, 1638. 

és veseee Magyar Lisalé Délaftikai Levelei és Nap- 
” Wkivon-atai-Kindta Hanfalwy-Jii ios. A Magyar Akademia Koltedgein, 
fra Pesth, 1857. 


Pree Cee eee eee ee) r Laszlé Deélafrikai dager: lla 
"87, Gveblen, A a Todom, Ai Adenia st FH “a cal 
egyengette es jogyzcackke fabrvy Jdoos. Vol. L rig 
Pesth, 1359, 
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Titles of Books, Donors, 
Hungarian Acatumy of Sciences. A’ atdoth Ki Nyeld Rendszere Koere boe- 
siti a Magyar Todos Tirsasdz Mdsodik Kiadis. Svo, Buda, 1857. 
e Hoxscamtian Acanmatyr of Scrmncus, 
FBuraria— 
Royal Academy of Sciences. Sitzungeberichte der K.~B. Akad. der Wis- 
senschaften, xii Miinchen. 1860, Heft 4 und &; 1861, Heft 1 au 45 
vo. Munich, 1861-62, , The AcanemMrT. 


rae eoew Abhandlungen der Mathemat Physikalischen 
Ginsse der K.-B. Akademie der Wissenschaften, Band, 1* 
Abtheilung. 4to. Munich, 1861. 


a 
er woes» Denkrede aof Alexander von Humbolit, 
Gelosen in ‘der GHeoilichen Siteung der K.-B. Akademie der Wissen- 
schaften am 23 Marz, 1860; von C. P, P.v, Mlartios, Mon. vcs. 
4to, ee Munich, 1860, 
eeeeep epee eee neenesee ss Likrede anf Gotthilf-Helarich v. Sthabert., 
Gehalten i: in dae Ofentichen Sitmung, am 26 Marz, 1661; von Dr, 
Andress Wagner. 4t0. Munich, 1961. 


Se ee ain he sep Pe i 8 Zum Gedachtniss AE Jean Baptiste Riot, 


4 Gesprochen in der. dffentlichen Siteang der K.-~B. Akudemie der 
Wissenschaften am 28 Marz, 1862; von Carl F. P, von Martins. 4to, 
Munich, 1862. ) 
as ««-eee Wermelchniss der ieder der K.-E. 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, 1860. 4to. Munich, 1860, 
The Acapremy, 
Fran fort. 
Jahresbericht des Frankfurter Vercins far Geographic und Statistik, 25th 
year, 1960-61, Svo, Frankfort, 1861, The Societr, 
Tease. 


Darmstadt Geographical Society. Notizblatt des Vereins fiir Erdkunde 
und verwandte Wissenschaften zu Darmstadt und des mittelrhejnisehen 
logisolen Vereins, Nos, 4] to 60, April 1860 to Jone 1861, 

‘are, 1862, &vo, Darmstadt, 1561-62. The Societt. 


Fruee 
Royal cereeeny of Sciences. Abhandlangen der Kéniglichen Akademie 
Wissenschaften 


gu Berlin, Aus dem Jahre 1860, 4to. Berlin, 


" I. 


pa ae ve seveesees Monatsbericht der Kiniglichen Akafemie 
der Wissenschaften au Berlin, Jan. to June, 1861. Svo, Berlin, 1861. 
The AcabEmT. 


Seroay, 
German Oriental Society. Abhandlungen firdie Kunde des Morgenlandes, 
herausgegeben von der Deutschen Morgenlindisehen ischen Geacllechalt. 
Vol IL, No.3. Svo, Leipzig, 1802, 
a aweee Seitechrift der Dentschen . 





Gesellechaft. Vol, XV., Parts 2, 3 and 4; Vol. XVI, Parts 1 and 2. 
Bvo, Leipzig, 1862. The Sociert. 


Great Barraix— 
England, a 
Actuaries, Institute of. The Assurance Magarine afd Journal of the. 
Vol, [X., Part 6; Vol. X., Parts 1,2,5. 8vo. 1961. 


eee ea) Corrected te March 31, 1861. 
a> oe Ce List of Members. “The Ix > 


Svo, 1861. 
. vi “6vo, 1862. 
Agricultural Society (Royal), Journal of the, ok XIL be 


. g2 














lxxxvi Library and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geographical Society. 


Titles of Hooks. Denaors. 
Gnaeat Borrarn— 
 Agimtic oe (Royal), Journal of the. Vol. XVIII, Part 2. Vol. XIX. 
Parts 1,2 and 3, avo. 1861-2. 
ee ee ss tr able erage Pee ene Report, Pro- 
spectus, ublications . ro a6] 
The Ro Rora. Astatic Socierr, 
cera el Society (Hoysl), Memoirs ras the. Vol. XXIX. -Session 
d4to. LA. ‘The Socrerr. 


* ie tea Westen: ¥.4.0.5,—Expedition of Pedro de Ursna and Onin 
in Laat. Translated from Fray Pedro Simon's *Sixth Historical 
Notice of the Conquest of Tierra-Firme- With an Introduction by 
Clements R. Markham, r.n.as. avo. 1861. 


British Architects, Piet read at the Royal Institute of; co of Members, 
de. Session 1860-61, 4to. 1861. The lxerirrere. 


Hiritish Association forthe Advancement of Science, Report of the Thirtieth 
Meeting, held at Oxford, 1860, Svo. 1861. The AssoctaTiox. 


Charch Missionary Intelligencer, to May 1562 (in continuation }. avo. 
1861-62. The Cavncn Missiosany Socrery. 


sig Ag Society, Quarter! y Journal of the. Vol. XVII., Parts 3 ond 4. 
XVIIL., "Part 2, and No. 69. Bvo, 1862, 
dee be ee ea sees sees Proceedings of the, Jan. to sorta see : 


Society of London (Royal), Proceedings of the, to May 1862 
(in sontitveation). fro. pamph. 1861-2. The S0ctetr. 


Lancashire and Cheshire Historic Society, Transactions of the, Vol. XI. 
Session 1858-59, 8ro, Liverpool, 1559. 

me ce guuciascessceseeneeceveesess Ny Vol. 1. Session, 1860-61. Bvo. 
Liverpool, 1861. The Socrerr. 

Linnean Society, Transactions of the. Vol. XXIII, Part 2. 4to, 1861. 

ee ccanceeecees JOuMnAl of the Proceedings, May 24, 1861, and Supple- 
ment to Vol, V. Botany. Vol. VI, Nos- 21, etond 23. Svo. 1561-62. 

es eeeeeseseeee Charter and Bye-Laws. So. 1561. The Socrerr. 

Literature, Transactions of the Royal Society of. Second Serice.. Val. VIL, 
Parti. §8vo. 156). The Socrerr. 


easel aig Free Pablic Library and Museom, Ceremonies connected with 
Opening of the Building, Presented by William Brown, Esq. 
euteene Liverpool, 1861, 
Li terary and Philosophical Society's Proceedin void 
se 16. gain Liverpool, 1861. ' Te tea 
Mazon, Rh. H., r.20..—On the Discovery of Australia | 
in 1601; “being a Supplement to the Vol, * Ently 
Australis.” &v0. pam 1861. he acres te 
Manchester Public Free Libraries, Ninth Annnal eras on the Workings 
ofthe. October, 1861. 6vo, pamph, Manchester, 1861. _ 
' The Free Linaany. 
Photographic Journal. September, 1861. 8vo, 1561, The Socrerr. 


Poland, Literary Association of the Friends of, rt of the Twenty-ninth 
Annual Meeting of the, 6th June, 1861, Asoygethes 1861, os 


~“Tabaes a The AssociaTIon. 


~ 


Library and Map- Rooms ofthe Roy 


Titles of Books. Donors, 
Great Barram— 
Royal Institution of Great Britain, Notices of the Proceedings at the Meet 
of the Members of the. Part 2. 1860-61, &vo, 186). With List 
of Members, Officers, ke., with the Report of the Visitors for the year 





1960, 8vo, 1861. The Ixerirerios, 
Royal Society, Proceedings of the. Vol. XI., Nos. 44 to 48. S¥o. 1861-62. 
The Sociert, 


Royal United Service Institution, Journal of the. Vol. V., Nos. 16 to 20; 
Vol. VI, Nos. 21 and 22, fvo. 1862. | 
gece de csae cece eeeseees aces se Procendings of the Slat Anniversary Meet- 

ing on March 1, 1862, with Additions to the Library and Museum, and 
Lists of Members. Svo, 1862. 

The Rora. Useren Seuvice [MsrrruTios, 

Statistical Society, Journal of the. Vol, XXIV., Parts 2, 4, 4. Vol. XXV.y 


Parts Land 2. §vo. 1862, ‘The Socrerr. 
Zoological Society of London, Transactions of the, Vol. IV., Part 7, Sect, 1. 
Edin ona of the, Vol. XXIL, Part 3, 5ea- 


sion 1860-61, 4to. Edinbargh, 1861. 
vee cseectecererares++ Proceedings of the Session 1660-61. Vol. IV., 
No. 53. Svo. Edinburgh, 1861. The Socrrtr 


fe 

freind, 
Dublin Geological Society, Journal of the. Vol. IX., Part 1. 1660-61 
@vo. Dublin, 1861. The Sociery. 


Dublin Society (Royal), Journal of the. Nos. 20, 21, 2%, and 35. 8vo, 
Dublin, 1862, The Societr: 


ITaALY¥— 
Lombardy, . 
Ltti dell’ R. TL. Tnstitato, Lombardo di Sciense, Lettere, ed Arti. Vol, IL, 
Fase, 2 to 6,and lO tol4. 4to. Milan, 186-61. 4 
Se 2f 2S 22 2S Ee SS se =a Memoric dell". Vol, VILL della Serie 2, Fasc. i, 
2#,4,4,&5. 4to. Milan, 1860-61. The [werireTe. 
Casotti, Francesco, della Richezza Publica ¢ Privata della Terra d'Otranto. 
Secopies. 4to. Naples, 1961, The AuTHom 
Rursta— 


Imperial Academy of Sciences. Mémoires de Académie des Sciences de 
St. Peters . Vil=. Série. ‘Tome Il,, Nos. 4 to 5; Tome TIL, 
Nos.’ to 12; Tome IV., Nos. land 2, 4to, St. Petersburg, 1860-61, 
The Acapemy. 


Imperial Gecjraphical Society. Zapiski Tmperatorskago Rusakago Geer 
“seni | her teag Pp Sonite 9 oad Bvo, St. Petersburg, 


ee aes 
oe veseee VWestnik Tmperatorskago Rosskago Geo- 
zo Ot Pa 12, 1860, in continuation, = 
eskago Obchestva, Parts 5 to 12, na, SOS 


lige Nonske Frederiks Universitats Stiftelée, frematillet 1 
sic "The Rovat Usarnesiry or CunisTiasta. 





> 
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Sai 


ka Vetenskaps-Akadamiens Handlingar. Ny Foljd. Fredje 
a Haftet. 1949. dio, St , 186L. 
» Fregatten En ies Resa omkring Jorden under Befil af 
“QA. ‘Virgin, 1851-52-53. ysique I1., Haft 8 und 9, Zoologi V., 
Haft 10, Botanik I], Haft 2. 4to. Stockholm, 1861. 
Ofversigt af Konigl. Vetenskaps-Akadamicns Forhandlingar. Sjottonde 
Argingen, 1960, 8vo, Stockholm, 1861. The Acatemr. 
Srais— ae 
‘Memorias de la Real Academia de Cienciasde Madrid, Tomo III., IV. & 
¥. 4to. Madrid, 1559-01, 


de Ins Actas de la Real Acad. de Ciencias de Modrid en el Afo 
wi neaEsies de 1853-34, 1854-55, 1855-56, 1850-57, 1857-58, 1858-59. 


Svo, Madrid, 1560, The AcaDEMY. 
 Swrrrer.axp— 

: Mémoires de la Sociéte de Physique et d'Histoire Naturelle, Tome XVL, 
Part l. 4to. Geneva, 1861. The Socrerr. 

| ASTA, 

Ixpra— 

apa ge em Journal of the, Nos. 1 to 4. 1561. Svo, 
Calentta, 1961, a 2; The Soctery. 


Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Journal of the. Vol. VI. 
No. 81. January, 156%. §vo, Hombay, 1862, The Socirry. 
Caleutta Public Library, Report of the, and of the Museum of Geology. 
4th Year. 1559-40. Svo.pamph. Calcutta, 1860, 
The Grovocica, ScRver. 


Madras Journal of Literature and sigan May. &vo, Madras, 1961. 
e Mapaas Lirerany Societr. 


AFRICA, 
Monat, yaaa MED. STAYY.—Rough Notea of a Trip to Reunion, the 
Maoritius, and Ceylon, §Svo.. Calcutta, 1552. The Action, 
AMERICA, 


Barren Norrm Auenca— . 
Canadian Institute. The Canodinn one, ted March 1862 (in continua- 
tion). &vo, Toronto, 1562, The Caxapian lxetirurion. 


Unite STaTES— 
American Academy of Arta and Sciences, Yroceedings of | ofthe. Vol IV. 
249-457; Vol. V., pp. 1-240, 8vo. Cambridge and Boston, 1860-61, 


The Acapmny. 
eeeeeeane Association for the Advancement of Science, Pre ings of 
the. Vols, IX. to XIV. 1855-00. So, Comeries 1 

Gi. hia 


Boston Poblic Library, Eighth and Ninth Annual Reports of the Trnstees 
of the. Presented Nov, jéth, 1860, and Nov. ee 1861. Bro. 
Boston, 1860-61. be Tuurrees. 


Usrren States— 


“Athenwam, To May 1852 (in continuation). 4to, 1661-62 | 


Library and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geographical Society. \xxxix 
Titles of Books, Donors, 


Boston Public Library. Index to the Catalogue of Hooks in the Uppe 
Hall. 4to, Boston, 1261. 

_o ceuesvevesees seer Index to the Catalogue of a Portion of the Public 
Library, arranged in the Lower Hall. dto, Boston, 1858, 

Sere eo ee First, Second, Third, and Fourth Supplements io 
the Index, containing a List of Books placed in the Lower Hall fron 
Tee. 1858 to Nov. 1801. 4to, Boston, 1859-01. 

Boston Society of Natural History, Proceedings of the. Vol. VII., pp. 241 
445- Vol. VIIL., pp. 1-49. 8¥o. Boston, 1860-01, The Socurry 

eee ae Museum ‘of Comparative Zoology, Annual Heport of the Trustecs 
of the, together with the Keport of the Director, 1962. Svo. Boston, 

1862, , The Taverers., 

Franklin Institute, Journal of the, to April 1862 (in contineation). Sve 
Philadelphia, 1961-62. The [xerrrore 

New York State Library, Forty-second and Forty-third Annual Reports of 
the Trustees of the, 1860, Svo. 1860-61, 7 

Philadelphia Academy of Natural Sciences, Proceedings of the, June to 
Dec. 1661. Svo. Philadelphia, 1861-62. ; ! 

St. Louis Academy of Sciences, Transactions of the. Vol, I. pp. 527-726, 

@vo, Stu: Louis, 1860, The Acapemy, 

Smithsonian Contributions, &c. Wol. KIT. 4to. Washington, 1660, 

_.sssee Annual Report, §Svo. Washington, 1860. 2 copies. F 

an ae we woe Miseellancous Collections, Instructions for Collecting Nests and. l 

Eggs of North American Birds, 8vo. pamph, The Leeriturion. : 

University of the State of New York, Seventy-third and Seventy-fourth 
Annual Reports of the Hegents of the, 166-61, 8vo, Albany, 
1860-61. 


a ell cl 








an 28 


se 





ase 2 ke 4 oe 92 oe se 2 Twelfth, Thirteenth, fined Foor 
teenth Annual of the Regents of the, on the Cendition of the 
State Cabinet of Nal History, 1859-60-61. 8vo. Albany, 16a9 


60-61. The New Your State Limmanr, 
Sourn AuERICA— | 
Chile, University of, Anales de la Universidad de Chile, correspondientes 
al afio de 1958-59, 4to, Santingo, 1855-59. 
carer seeseeeccess ARales publicase mensualemente el 50 de cada mes, 
1646-57. 400, Santiago, 1858-59. The Usavensitr. 


MISCELLANEOUS PERIODICALS, 


American Journal of Science and Arts, Vol. XXXI. No. 93 to Vol. XXXII 
No. 98. March 1862. Svo. Newhaven, 1861-02. ro 
Annales de Y'Agriculture des Colonies et des Regions Tropicales, June 1 
to Feb, 1862 (in continuation). Svo, Paris. 1860-62. — 





Artixan. To May 1862 (in qontinuation), 410. 1861-62. The Prormeron. 








Bexsower, N. L.—Epea Prerventa: conveying Revelations of the Past.  8vn, 
Dublin, 1860, The Avrioa. 4 


* ; | 
4 
‘ 


m= a 





Titles of Books. Donors. 
ne Univereelic. 66" année: Tome X., Nos. 59 and 40; Tome 

Nos, 41 to 44; Tome XII., Nos. 46 to 48, 67°" année: Tome XII, Rec ae 

to Sl. 8y¥a, "Geneva, LaG 1-62. Prof. P. Caatx, Corr. F.n.4.4. 
Bookseller, n Handbook of British and Foreign Literature, to May 1862. cod 
Catalogue Annuel de la Librarie Francaise pobli¢ par C. Reinwald, Tome IIT. 
mee, 186 2. The PosLenicen (Denar axp Co.). 
Catal f Books, Ma d Plans, in the Mili Library of H.R.H. the 
; Prince Consort. aoe 1860. Major H. C. HabhreeTone, ILE, F.HA0.E 


“gue of ancient and Modern Books, on Bele by Wills end Botbers, Bro, 
1562. The AvuTHoRs. 


Chronique Orientale et Americaine. No, 5, February 1962, and ont at 5, 1862. 
Paria, 1862. PRorMETOR. 


. To April 1862 (in continuation), 8vo. ure 
ee ay To April (in continuation), Bil 
‘Hicotxs, ie into the Theory and Application of Railway Breaks, with 
_y laa on the Present Plan, §vo.pamph. Manchester, 
161. The AvTuon, 
Intellectual Observer. April and May, 1862. 8vo. 1862. The Pon.isHens. 


Jacusox, Cot. J. R.—What to Observe; or, the Traveller's Remembrancer. ard 
edit. Revised and edited by Dr. Norton Shaw, m.p., &c, en 


Quarterly Review. To April 1862 (in continuation}, §vo, 1461-62. 
: paw ‘ J. Mounar, Esq; 0.08. 
Rersarp, M.—Memoire sur le commencement et la fin du Royaume de lx Mésine 
et de lo ee et sur l'gpoque de la Redaction da Peuple de la Mer 
Erythrée, d'aprés les timoinages Grees, Latins, Arubes, &e. Svo, Paris. 
1861. The Atruon. 
hiteo y alaeea? et Coloniale. Vol. I, Jan., Feb., May, ond June; Vol. [L, Ang. 
; Vol. IT., Oct., res and Dew, 1861; fol. IV. _ Jan, to May, 1862, 
a4 186 1-62. Le MINtstTine DE La Manonz ET DEs CoLonres, 
Revue Orientale et Américaine. No, 37. Oct. 1861. Svo. cing 1861, 
The ‘Paornretoms. 
EuvtTH, Vick-Apemuat W.H.—A Worl more on the “ double-faced™ brass in 
Stone Church, with a few Particulars respecting that Edifice, &e. 


The Aurmon, 
Statistik der Humboldt, Stiftung fiir Naturforschung ond Reisen, 4to..pamph, 
Berlin, 1861. The Rovan Acapemy or Scucnces or Beas. 


Litesiy and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geographical Society. xci 


MAPS, CHARTS, &e. 
GENERAL ATLASES, 
Mapa, Charts, fe. Donor, 


Der Alpeniiinder. Sheets Sand 4, Von J. G. Mayr: Gotha, 1860, 
The Publisher, M. Joeros Peermes. 
Complete Atlas of Modern, Classical, and Celestial Maps, with Plane of the 
Principal Cities. On 218 sheets. Published under the superintendence of 
the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge. 1560. 
The Publisher, E. Srasroun, F-8.0-8, 
Dispatch Atlas, part of the, consisting of 100 single-sheet Maps and 7 double-sheet 
Maps. The Proprietors of the Disratcu. 
General Atlas, By Nicolao Visscher. Amsterdam, 1651-9. 
Capt. A. Eastrieco WILKINSON, F.10.8. 
Imperial Library Atlas of the World. Parts T.& 11. | 1862. 
The Publishers, Messrs, G, Puriirr and Sox. 
Middle-Class Atlas. (Oxford Local Examinations for 1862). By Walter McLeod, 
Esq., ¥-1.0#. The AcTHOR. 
Philip's Family Atlas of Physical, General, and Classical Geography. 1641, 
Philip's Popalar Atlas of Physical Geography. 1861. sitet 
The Publishers, Mesers, G. Purcor and Soxs, 
Royal Atlas of Modern Geography. By A. Keith Johnston, F.a.cs. Parts 
1X. and X, Edinburgh, 1561. The AvTnos. 


EUROPE, 
Fuasck— 

Admiralty Chart. Chausey Isles, 
cece vees Rade des Basques and d' Aix. 
wewe eee lle de Bos and adjacent const. 
Terre Rade de la Hougue. 
ee ee aeee Morlaix Channels and Road. 
ce ceeees Ciotat and St. Nazaire Bays. 





eeee eee Cannes and Antibes Ports, The Hrposoanartic OFrice. 
Index to the Map of France on 250 Sheets. the Deipit Général de la 
Guerre. R. W. Myruwe, Esq., F.c.0. 
Grawany— 
Front furt-am- Main, 
Pion of Frankfurt-am-Main. On 9 sheets, Scale gh» By A. Ravenstein. 
Frankfurt, 1961. The Aurnon. 
Hesse. 
Von F, Becker, und K, Ludwig zn Darmstadt. Scale pnp 


Gneat Peirarn— 
British Isles, showing the principal Lighthouses, &e., Me. Board af 
Trade, 1655. | 
Chart of the North and St. reo's Channels. | Capt. J. Huddart. 
ri 
. 
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xcii Library and Map-Rooms of the Royal Geographical Sectith 


Mapa, Ciarts, gc. Donors, 
Garrat Barratrx— 
Fingland and Wales. 
Admiralty Chart. Cowes Harbour. 
«sees es Barnstaple and Bideford, 


aeveee ee Swansea and Neath. The Hypnoanarnte Orrice. 
of London, 24 sheets, Scale 6 in,=1 mile. EF, Stanford, 
erence. 1808. = : - Phe Arron, 
Map of the Isleoof Man. By Captain Hans Bask. 1561, The AuTmon. 
OCupvaxck Maps— 
: l-inch scale (Kingdom). & sheets. 
be = with Hills, 1 sheet. 
é-ineh weié (Counties). Durham, 28 sheets. 
Indexes, Yorkshire, 1 sheet. The Onpwaxce Sonvey Orrice, 


Admiralty Chart. Iona Sound. 
shoe Sue Seridain Loch. 
ve eee ss Mull Sound, corrected. 
ee ae ee ee Arasaig Harbour. 
ae oe Monach mpd Hnaskier Tales. 
aeaeeees Firth of Forth. 3 sheets. 
igoctany, hace Eien The Hropocaarnre Orr 


1inch scale (Kingdom). 2 sheets. 

: with Hills, 2 sheets. 
é-inch ecale (Counties). Domfricsshire, 70 sheets. 
Indexes, Peeblesshire, 1 sheet. The Oooxasce Suonver Orrice. 


Jrelaad, 
Admiralty Chart. Doblin Bay, corrected. 
esaeeees Carlingford Lough. 
or eeseee Belfast Bay. 
se aeess+ Sheets Nos, 3, 4, and 12, of Const Sarvey. 
<ees++++ Horn Head to Bloody Foreland. 
ve sees ee Killibegs, Donegal, and Teelin Harbours. 
ce eses ss Broadhaven Bay. 
weeree se Hincksod Bay. 
we eeeeee Tralee and Krandon Bays. 
seve sees Bloody Foreland to Aran Island, 
«+ eesee+ Dingle and Vestry Harbours. 
es eeee ee Blosket Sound and Islands, de. 
ee eeeess Dablin Bay and River Liffey. The Hrpnocaarntc Orricz. 


Onnvaxce Maps— 
l-inch scale ee 43 sheets. 
+ ne with Hills, 1 sect. 
a The Onpwaxce ScRver Orrice, 
Hou.axp— 


Topographical Map of the Netherlands, a 62 sheets. Sheets Nos. 1, 2, 
a, 12, 1, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 25, 20, 34, 36, 42, 43, Seale phe 
Amsterdam, 1861. Chevr. J. Swant, Corr. +p VALGB 


a 
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. Maps, Charts, fe. Donors. 
[TALY— 
Carta esprimente lo Stato dell’ Agro Pontino, Enlarged from the original 
of re Canina, G. Russi, Esq. C8, F008. 
Rvssta— 


Russian tic hical Atlas of the Government of Tver, 12 districts on 
99 sheets. Printed in colours, Secale gi. 5. Petersburg, 165). 
IurentaL AcADEMY oF Sciexces, St. PEeTrrersntme., 


ScaANDINAVIA— 


Chart of the Baltic or East Sea. By the Swedish Admiral Nordenanker, 
1789-1909. Laurie and Whittle, 1509. 

Chart of the entrances to the Baltic Sa; vig., the Sleeve, Great and Little 
Belts, and the Sound. By the Swedish Admiral Nordenanker, 1607. 
W., Faden, 1807. E. Stasronp, Esq., nc 


Chart of the Skagerrak. 2sheets. By J. Imray and Son. 
The Avrnoti 


xD 
Ritscereghik Bet ove Sheeta Nos. 1 to 3. Af J. A. 
is, (Christinnim, 1861. Dr. Daa of Christiania. 


SWITeent.AxD— 


Carte des Purties dela Savoie, du Piémont et de Io Suisse, &c. By A. 
Favre, 1961, Prof. J. M. Zo uen, Corr. Fes, 
Dofour’s Atlas of Switzerland, Sheets Nos. 5 amd 22. Seale ygtcn- 
Prof. P. Cars, Corr. F808. 
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Telescope, Achromatic, 2 fect @ Inches, by Troughton sted Stam . 
Dinotulay, complete with Case ane] Sling, by Cary, 
Tripad Btand, sdeptey 10 Telescope, Sextant, de, by Cary. _— 


Se 





8) 


PRESENTATION 
GOLD MEDALS 


PRESESTATIVE OF THE LATE RICHARD O'HARA BURKE 
ax To Carrain BLAKISTON, B.A, 








Tue Presiest ssid—The first duty which I have to perform is to 
present the medals. But before I do so I may, perhaps, be allowed to 
remind you that these honours are not the gift of a society of private 
gentlemen, who have assumed to themselves the right of so distin- 
fuishing certain merits of their own selection, according to rules 
fixed by their own good pleasure; these medals are the gift of that 
‘prem authority of this realm which is the source of all public 
honour and distinction. And just as peerages and knighthoods are 
given by the Crown, at the instance of the Prime Minister; just as 
Victoria Crosses are given by the Crown, at ihe instance of tho 
Commander-in-Chief ; so the Crown has selected the President and 
Council of the Reyal Geographical Society to award the honours 
which it considers to be duo to those who have most ‘distinguished 
themselves by the promotion of geographical science and dis- 
covery. 

If you will look back to our records, you will see that this Royal 
trust has been fulfilled by the President and Council of the Royal 
Geographical Society with scrupulous fidelity : you will find no trace 
of political bias, or of personal favour, or of what is more difficult’ 
to resist, the influence of popular sympathies. Now it is this dis- 
tinction, proceeding from the highest power of the realm, and 
assigned by the most competent and impartial judges, that I am 
about to present. | 

I will request Dr. Norton Shaw to read the formal judicial de- 
cision, by which the Council of the Hoyal Geographical Society 
has awarded the Founder's premium for this year, 

Dr. Shaw then read as follows:—“‘The Founder's Gold Medal 
has been awardéd to the representative of the late Richard O'Hara 








Burke, in remembrance of that gallant explorer, who, with his com- 
panions Wills and Gray, perished after having traversed the con- 
tinent of Australia from south to north. The Council has also 
awarded to Mr. John King, the sole survivor of the expedition 
under Burke, a gold watch, with a suitable inscription, as a recom- 
pence for his faithful and meritorious conduct.” 


The President then addressed the Duke of Newcastle, her 


Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonics, as follows :— 


“My Lorn tar rh rejoice to see you here within our walle, 
that wo may have the nity of testifying to you our prpive 
for the cordial and liber /manner in which you have a 
co-operation of this Society, whenever we could in any way ib 
bute to the public service. ‘Tho colonies over which you preside, 
must see in your presence this day, new evidence of the interest 
inkon by Her Majesty's Government in every event which bean 

sf ea a ay rmanent welfare; and there have been few events 
within “hae , rf ae our Australian colonics, pepe to have a 
more eficial inflacnce upon their progress, passage 
from sea to ea by the expedition of the late Mr. Burke. 

““T consign this medal to your hands, to be delivered to his 
nearest relative. Oh! that this posthumous tribute of a nation’s 
paras could in any way assuage the sorrow and mitigate the 
pereavement of the many friends and admirers whom he has left to 
bewail his logs," 


The Duke oy Newcast.e assured the meeting that he attended there 
in fulfilment of what he considered a public duty, at once painful and 
agreeabla—painful because he received at the hands of the President 
this token of admiration of one of England's noble men, for trans- 
mission not to him for whose merits it had been bestowed, and who 
was now cold on the shores of that great country on which he had con- 
ferred such signal benefits, but to those relatives who, like the eolony 
itself, must look back upon his memory with affectionate admiration. 
At tho same time it was an agreeable duty, because it showed that 


this Society, as well as the country at large, had not been insensible _ 


to the merits of the individual or the services’ he had rendered to 
science and civilization. These medals, as it had been correctly 
stated by the Chairman, were not conferred at the option of private 
* individuals, but by the Crown, through the instrumentality of the 
President and Fellows of this Society; but the medals must bear 
an additional value when it was recollected that they were not 
bestowed upon any arbitrary principles, but by entenes: lp 
for their knowledge and experience, nF ORE proughl 
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petent to appreciate the merit they rewarded. Standing before them 
as he did, entrusted by Her Majesty with the seals of the Colonial 
Office, he felt bound to express his admiration of the colony of 
Victoria in instituting this expedition, Victoria was perhaps one 
of the Australian colonics least interested in the result of Mr. 
Burke's expedition; at the same time it entered upon it with that 
public spirit which had actuated this country in similar expeditions 
—a desire to benefit science and to extend civilization throughout 
Australia, of which the colony of Victoria formed so important a 
part, But if credit was due to Victoria for this, it was also due to 
the other colonics to acknowledge that they also set on foot expedi- 
tions when the fate of Mr. Burke was held in the balance, and when 
it was hoped that expeditions might afford aid, or probably effect his 
rescue. It would be unnecessary to eay much upon the individual 
merits of Mr, Burke, for most of those present had read that touch- 
ing despatch of Sir Henry Barkly in which he narrated the circum- 
stances of Mr. Burke's untimely fate. In him they had lost man 
as eminent, as gallant, and as great as that intrepid brother who 
perished on the banks of the Danube, Hoe felt certain that the 
Society had done well in awarding its medal to so distinguished an 
explorer. It would not be proper for him to pledge the Colonial 
Office to anything on such an occasion, but he would say that on all 
such matters os this, the authorities of his office looked to the Royal 
Geographical Society as a guide and instructor, and, although it 
might not be always possible to follow what was suggested, it would 
always be with great deference that they received suggestions, and 
with great reluctance that they were unable to carry them out. On 
the part of the friends of Mr, Burke he thanked the Socicty, and 
assured them that the medal should be duly tranamitied to them. 

At the desire of the President, the terms of the award of tho 
Patron's Gold Medal were then read by Dr, Shaw :—“ The Patron’s 
Gold Medal has been awarded to Captain Thomas Blakiston, of the 
Royal Artillery, for his survey of the river Yang-tsze-Kiang, from 
Yo-chow to Ping-shan, extending nine hundred miles beyond the 
farthest point previously reached by Englishmen.” 

The Presipest then said,— 

* Carrats Biakisrox,—Having already had tho pleasure of being 


acquainted with you in private life, I rejoice that it should be from 
my hands that you receive this honourable distinction, awarded 


you by the Council of the Itoyal Geographical Society.” 
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Carraixs BLaxisrox, expressed his gratification at receiving the 
medal, but regrotted that in a private expedition any distinction 
had to be made. He wished that it could be divided into four 
portions, so that cach of his companions might receive a share; but 
that not being possible, he should consider that he held it in trust 
for them. 

He tendored his thanks to the President and Council for the 
award, and to the members present for their flattering reception, and 
concluded by saying that he should ever remember that the “ Upper 
Yang-tazo Expedition” had gained one of the highest honours 


acecesible to geographors. 
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ADDRESS 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON; 

* Delivered at the Anniversary Meeting on the 26th May, 1862, 


By THe Lorp ASHBURTON, 
PRESIDENT. 





OBITUARY. 


Ix the Report which has been read, you have heard of the 
increasing numbers of this Society—numbers which begin even to 
exceed the space which we can assign to them. But at the samo 
time there is another review to make—the melancholy review of 
our losses. ‘There have passed away from among us men of 
European reputations, lamented not only by the friends they loved, 
but by the public they have served; who have laboured in their 
day not only for the generations among whom they lived, but for all 
time and for all humanity. As the narrow circle of kindred 
within which a man has lived, hasten with pions reverence to celo- 
brate solemn obsequies over his tomb, so the wider circle within 
which he has worked, find a pride and glory in recording the 
worth and recounting the actions of the fellow-labourer they 
deplore. 

I begin our melancholy list by recording the death of our Royal 
Vice-Patron, the late Prince Consort. His vigilant eye was not 
confined to the science of geography alone; it extended to every 
science, every pursuit which could in any way contribute to the 
welfare of his fellow men. Our grief for the irreparable logs we 
have ourselves sustained, has been still farther intensified by our 


F 


sympathy with that great Lady, our Queen and Governor, in whom 


we glory, and on whom we have concentrated all that we have of 


respect, admiration, and love. 

The Prince alone could, from his universal and accurste know- 
ledge, and his exalted position, carry out to their successful com- 
pletion, a course of measures by which he hoped to secure for his 
adopted country an honourable supremacy in every department of 
science and of art, Such I believe to have been the determinate 
purpose of our Vice-Patron. He has passed away from among us, 
and where shall we find his like? Where shall we find euch 
power, such knowledge, such earnest zeal, such deliberate wisdom, 
such patient endurance of opposition ? 

Where shall we find a constancy inspired by love to us, and elo- 
vated by the aspirations of a noble mind for the advancement of 
mankind ? On every public and private occasion he gave to men 
distinguished in art, science, or literature, that social position to 
which they were entitled, He exerted himself by every moans in 
his power to enlarge the sphere of education. 

He organized and completed the Great Exhibition of 1851. It 
was then, when we came into direct conflict with other nations, that 
our manufacturers found that for the higher branches of their 
respective arts they must have French designers, French painters, 
and Italian modellors. They became conscious of their inferiority 
in taste ond workmanship; they found the want of such public 








institutions as had facilitated in foreign countries the cultivation of — 


the artist and the mechanic. 

Publie opinion thus roused, enabled the Government to carry out 
the Prince's views, by the establishment of schools of art and 
Science throughout the country. 

Already in 1855, enlightened foreigners were struck by the 


progress which had been made in four short years. Eight more 
have now elapsed; improvement has been going on in an sect — 


lerated ratio. A measure of progress is applied this year, by the 


Exhibition of 1862, to test the success of the Prince's plans and 


Jnbours; but the originator of them all is not there, to hear the uni- 
versal voice of praisc and gratitude. His far-seeing eye is “closed, 
his fostering hand is cold. Science has lost her noblest) abut, 
England her surest guide. 
Thomas William Aterson, the Siberian traveller, waa born of 
humble parents at Cawthorne, a village in the West-Riding of 
Yorkshire, on the 6th of March, 1799, and the only education he 
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received was at its village-school, At the age of cight years he 
followed the plough, at ten he began to carn his own livelihood as 
a bricklayer's labourer and gquarryman, and afterwards worked in a 
stonemason's yard. 


In 1819 he was employed as mason in rebuilding St. Mary's (the 
old) Church at Barnsley, where he distinguished himself by carving 
some unusually fine work, and showed so much talent that he was 
strongly recommended to try his fortune in a larger sphere. 

In accordance with this advice he went to London, and in 1827 
he established himself in Upper Stamford Street, Borough, os an 
architect. In 1842 he left England for Hamburg, where he was 
engaged during 1845 in the reconstruction of the church of St. 
Nicholas, and where he obtained some patronage from the King 
of Prussia. 

He next visited Egypt and Greece, and in 1846, by the advice of 
Baron Humboldt, went to Russia. He there formed the project of 
an artist's journey into Siberia; and the Emperor of Russia granted 
him the rare privilege of a Nank pasa throughout his Asiatio 
dominions. The crowning effort of Mr. Atkinson's life thon com- 
menced; he started on his journey through southern Siberia, tho 
Kirghis Steppes, and parts of Central Asia. 

On his return he published his Travels, entitled * Oriental and 
Western Siberia,’ in 1858, and ‘ The Upper and Lower Amoor,’ &o, 
in 1860. 

James Beant, c.5., was a gentleman well known to many travellers 
and tourists, from his long official connection with Eastern countries. 
He was appointed Vice-Consul at Trebizond, in 18360, and Consul 
at Erzerum in 1836, where hoe remained till the close of the Russian 
war, and was then transferred to Damascus. He retired from tho 
service in 1860, and died suddenly Inst year nt the age of seventy. 

Sir William Cosrrr, cx, &0.—This remarkable man, who, unaided 
either by powerful friends or patronage of any kind, mised himself 
from a comparatively humble position to one of affluence and high 
élanding, was the author of several eminently useful inventions 
in various branches of mechanics, Ho was the engineer to the 
Eouth Eastern Hailway, and it was under his directions that the 
heavy works between Dover and Folkestone were excented, in- 
eluding the removal of masses of earth by the means of gunpowder, 
on a scale beyond what had been previously attempted, There wus, 
indeed, scarcely any engineering work of magnitude executed during 
his career to which, in some way or other, ho did not contribute; 
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his last works being the two remarkable landing-stages in the Mer- 
sey at Liverpool, and the bridge over tho Medway at Rochester, 
He was an old and csteemed Member of the Institute of Civil 
Engincers, and, as their President, was, in the year 1851, chosen 
one of the Royal Commissioners of the Great Exhibition. In that 
capacity he superintended the erection of the building in Hyde 
Park, and, in recognition of his gratuitous services on that occasion, 
received at the hands of the Queen the honour of Knighthood. 
Rear-Admiral the Hon. J, F. F. De Ros died at the age of fifty- 
seven. He passed many years of service on the American station, 
and wrote a ‘ Narrative of Travels in the United States and Canada,’ 
He also published ‘Observations on the Maritime Resources of 
North America, and on the State of the Dockyards and Navy,’ 
Vice-Admiral the Hon. Sir Richard Saunders Duxpas, *.0.1.— 
This gallant officer was born in 1802, and was for a short time at 
Harrow School, which place he left at the age of thirteen, to enter 
the Royal Naval College. He first went afloat in June, 1817, and 
having obtained his rank of Lieutenant, was, in 1923, after some 
years of active service, made Commander. In the spring of 1827 
he was appointed to the Warspite, 76; in which ship, the first of her 
class that ever circumnavigated the globe, he returned to England 
from New South Wales in the October following. After command- 
ing the Belvidere, he was appointed to the Melville, and subsequently 


in that ship was present at the opening ecenes of the first war in 





China. While there ho received the thanks of Sir Gordon Brem 


for his conduct at the capture of Ty-cock-tow in January, 1841, and: 


received honourable mention in the Admiral’s do- 


spatches for his gallantry in the action which preceded the eapturo 


of the fort of the Boga Tigris. From 1829 to 1830 he was Private 
Secretary to his father, Viscount Melville, when First Lord of tho 
Admiralty; and in January, 1845, on the Inte Earl of Haddington 
becoming First Lord, he assisted that nobleman in a similar capa- 
city. He was appointed Captain Superintendent of Deptford Dock- 
yard in 1951, and in December, 1852, a Lord Commissioner of the 


Admiralty. In 1855 he was selected as Cominander-in-Chief of the 


Baltic fleet, in the place of the Inte Admiral Sir Charles Napier. 
In 1857 he resumed his seat at the Admiralty Board, and continued 
attached to that department up to the time of his death, which took 
place suddenly on the 3rd June, 1861. The deceased officer received 
the honour of Knighthood in 1856, after the cloge of the Hussian 
war. . 
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. Hngh, Earl Forrescur, x.c., died at Exoter on September 14th, 
1861, aged seventy-eight. The deceased was educated at Drasenose 
College, Oxford, where he graduated B.A. in 1805, and MLA, in 
1810. He first entered the House of Commons in 1804, and repro- 
sented various places in that House until 1841, when he was sum- 
moned to the House of Peers. He held the office of Lord-Licutenant 
of Ireland from 1839 to 1841; and from 1846 to 1850, he was Lord 
Steward of Her Majesty's Household. On tho resignation of his 
father, some twenty years back, he was appointed Lord-Lieutenant 
and Vice-Admiral of the county of Devon. The deceased peer was 
Vice-President of University College, London, and a D.C.L, of 
Oxford. He also figured in the paths of literature, having pub- 
lished, with a memoir, a selection from the speeches and writings of 
the late Lord King, father of the present Earl of Lovelace, 

Captain Walter Colquhoun Gnaxt, the author of an able and 
vivid description of Vancouver Island, published in the twenty- 
seventh volume of our Journal, died at Sangor, Central India, aged 
thirty-nine. He was the only son of the late chief of the intelli- 
gence department of the army commanded by the Duke of Welling- 
ton in the Peninsula, He did good service in the Crimean war, 
and again in India he assisted in the siege of Lucknow, and suc- 
eesded to the command of the regiment of irregular cavalry known 
oa Ist Hodson’s Horse. One of Captain Grant's last acts was to 
prepare and transmit to this Society a map. and paper on Sikkim, 
which, however, have not yet reached their destination. 

The Rev. Edward Craven Hawraey, p.p., died at Eton College on 
the 27th of January of this year. Dr. Howtrey was educated on 


‘the foundation of Eton College, where he was elected as scholar fo 


King’s College, Cambridge, in 1808, and having taken his B.A. 

degrees in 1812, he became an Assistant-Master at Eton under the 
late Dr. Keate, whom he succeeded as Head Master in 1804, He 
held the headmastership till 1855, during which timo the number 
of pupils increased to nearly eight hundred, and was then appointed 
to the provostship, rendered vacant by the death of the well known 
and accomplished scholar the Rev. Francis Hodgson. A volume of 
English Hexameters, published in 1847, and consisting mainly of 
translations from Goéthe, Schiller, Homer, &c., contained many 
contributions by Dr. Hawtrey. His contribulicns to the ‘ Arun- 

dines Cami" are also well known to scholars. Hoe printed in 1859 
a volume of Italian poetry, called ‘De Trilogis,’ and at Paris, some 
able ‘ Lectures on the Church Catechism,’ delivered in Eton College 
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Chapel in 1845-9, and o continuation of them in 1852, besides 

Robert William Hay died at Malta, aged seventy-four. He was 
educated at All Souls, Oxford, and filled for some time the office of 
Private Secretary to the late Viscount Melville when First Lord of 
the Admiralty. Ho was Under-Secretary for the Colonial Depart- 
ment in the year 1556. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Thomas Hennert, «.c.n., entered the navy m 
1808, and was appointed to the command of the Tamer in 1822. 
In 1857, having been ashore for fourteen years, he was appointed 
to the Calliope, and proceeded to the Brazils. Subsequently he was 
ordered to assume the command of the naval force in Nio de Ia 
Flaia, Im 1840 he joined Admiral C. B. H. Ross at Valparaiso, 
whence in the following June he sailed for China. Arriving in the 
Canton River on the 10th of October, he assumed, and until the 
arrival of Admiral Elliot on the 20th of November, retained, the 
command of the blockading force. On the 7th of January, 1841, he 
conducted the attack on the enemy's forts at Chuenpee, where 
eleven powerful junks were destroyed ; and on the 23rd of February, 
being at the time on board the Nemesis, he destroyed a 20-gun 
battery at the back of the island Anunghoy. After several other 
important services, a full account of which will be found in our 
Follow Captain Hall's valuable work, ‘'The Nemesis in China," and 
having received the honour of knighthood, Sir Thomas returned 
homo in tho Blenkeim in March, 1545. In January, 1547, ho was 
appointed Commodore on the south-east coast of America. From 
February until December, 1852, ho was one of the junior Lords 


of tho Admiralty. He represented Dartmouth in the House of 


Commons from July, 1952, to April, 1857, and died, after a pro- 
tracted illness, on August 5th, 1861, ; ¥ 

Charles Edward Lernoy died April 10th, 1861, aged 51, Having 
obtained his M.A. degree at Christ Church, Oxford, in 1832, he was 
called to the Bar at Lincoln's Inn in the same year, In 1841 he 
wns Secretary to the late Speaker of the House of Commons (the 
Right Hon, Charles Shaw Lefevre, now Viscount Eversley), and 
in 1856 was appointed Taxing-Master to the House of Communs. 
"The deceased waa also a J.P. for Hampshire. cant / 

James Ormiston M‘Wittam, M.D, ¥.8.8., was chief medical officer 
to the disastrous expedition in 1841, under Captain Trotter, tx., in 
which his name is familiar to all who are conversant with’ the 
history of Niger enterprise. During the return voyage of the 
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afflicted party, when the survivors were mostly fever-stricken, Dr. 
M'‘ William and Dr, Stanger displayed an energy and devotion which 
demanded and obtained the most grateful acknowledgments. His 
experience gained on this fearful oceasion has been of markod 
utility to subsequent travellers, and is recorded in his well-known 
* Medical History of tho Niger Expedition.’ 

Mr. Samuel Leigh Sorueny, who will be remembered by his great 
work on Block Printing, and by a smaller publication, which he 
had only just comploted,* Wanderings in Search of Milton's Auto- 
graph,’ wae found m the early part of last June drowned in the 
river Dart, his death being attributed by his physician to a spasm 
of the heart. 

Major-General Sir Claude Marten Wapr, c.n., died af Bath on 
October 2lst, 1861, aged sixty-soven. We commenced his valuable 
public career in 1509, by entering the military servico of the East 
India Company, in which he rose to the rank of Liontenant-Colonel 
in 1899, and afterwards received the local rank of fall Colonel in 
India, Whilst holding his military commission he was constantly 
employed in various important civil posts. In 1823 he was ap- 
pointed diplomatio agent at Ludianah, and im 1835 was placed in 
charge of our relations with Runjeet Sing and the States across the 
Indi. In 1858 he was sent on a special mission to Peshdwur, to 
join the Sikh army with Shahguda Timur, and was the first to forco 
the celebrted Khyber Pass. In 1848 he was nominated political 
agent at Malwa, in Central India, this being the last civil appoint- 
mont he held. 

The Rev. Dr. Joseph Wotrr, whose name is so intimately asso= 
cinted with Eastern travel, was the son of a Rabbi, and was bom at 
Weilersbach, in the year 1795. He was converted to Christianity 
through his acquaintance with the Count of Stolberg and Bishop 
Seiler, and was prevailed upon to enter the Monastery of the 
Redemptorists ot Val-Saint, near Tribourg. Being unable to 
convince himself of the truth of Nomanism as taught there, be left 
Val-Saint and came to Londen; and after studying the Oriental 
languages under Dr, Lee of Cambridge, and theology under tho 
late Rev. Charles Simeon, commenced. his travels for the purpose of 
proclaiming the Gospel to the Jews, Mohamedans, and Pagans. 
He travelled in Mesopotamia, Persia, and the Crimea: incessantly 
preaching at every town and village he visited. From 1831 to 
1834, Dr, Wolff proceeded to search for the Ten Tribes, A full 
account of these wanderings and of his second journey to Bokhara, 
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in order, if possible, to effect the liberation of Colonel Stoddart 
and Captain Conolly, as also of his visit to the United States, will 
be found in his works. 


I have only recorded a few of those who have, by their labours, 
contributed to geographical science and discovery, There are 
others whose cheerful presence we miss, sedulous attendants of our 
meetings, contributors to our funds.* . 


Anuinatry SUnveys.T 

The Const Surveys in course of execution under the orders of 
the Admiralty, both at home and abroad, have made the usual 
progress during the past year. They are conducted by twenty 
different surveying parties, one-half of whom are employed on the 
coasts of the United Kingdom; the remainder in the colonies of 
Australia, Capo of Good Hope, West Indies, Nova Scotia, New- 
foundland, and Vancouver Island; and on the foreign consts of 
Syria, Cyrenaica, in Ganka Strait, China, and Japan. 

Eagland.—The Coast Survey of the British Isles is 80 nearly 
complete that the account of its advance from year to year mrst 
nocessarily be made up of minor topographical details, which would 


be out of place in a general view of the progress of geograpliy 


all over the globe, were it not for their important bearing om 
navigation, and their being of special interest to the numerous 
class connected with the vast commercial marine of the country, 
Beginning then with the south coast: the shores of the Solent, 
Southampton Water, and Portsmouth Harbour have been re-examined 
by Mr. Scott Taylor, n.x., in order to insert the several changes 
that have been caused by the progress of the nation and the reqmire- 
ments of trade during tho Iast sixteen years, when the former 
survey was made. (Questions, too, connected with deep-water 
docks, and the extension of Portsmouth Harbour, have led to's 
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apparently the depth of water on Portsmouth Bar is found to be 


precisely the same. 

In the Channel Islands Mr. Richards, n.x., is continuing his 
re-examination, and, by patiently struggling against the rapid tides 
that prevail around that group, has succeeded in discovering many 
small rocks which might have wrecked a vessel. On the coast of 
Devon Captain Stokes, n.x., with his staff, has completed the survey 
of the Yealm River and the soundings in Bigbury Bay; and the 
chart of Plymouth Sound by Commander Cox, on the scale of 6 
inches toa mile, has been published. In the Scilly Isles Captain 
George Williams has made much progress in the re-examination 
of that intricate group. In the Bristol Channel Cémmander 
Alldridge has continued the survey of the coast of Glamorganshire, 
and sounded over 180 square miles of ground; while Mr. Calver, 
i.s-, With his staff, on the east coast, has continued the survey of 
the upper part of the Humber from Hull to Goole, has re-examined 
the eastern gatway leading into Yarmouth Roads, and the Shingles 
channel at the mouth of the Thames. 

Scotland—In Argyllshire Commander Bedford and his staff have 
surveyed 14 miles of the open north-west coast of Mull, and 9 miles 
of Loch Linnhe, with 76 miles of the shores of Loch Awe, besides 
sounding over an area of 60 miles. Captain Otter and staff have 
surveyed Loch Lomond, the Sound of Barm in the Hebrides, a 
portion of the Isles of Harris and Benbecula, and a part of Rum; 
while Mr. Jeffery hos brought to a close the survey of the coast of 
Inverness-shire. 

Jreland.—On the east coast of Ireland Mr, Hoskyn has been 
onguged on the upper part of Lough Strangford and on the coast of 
Down, and has sounded over an area of 65 miles. On the south 
coast Commander Edye has filled up the off-shore soundings that 
were wanting in our charts over an area of 1200 square miles; he 
has also sounded an area of 800 miles on the north coast. A general 
chart of the west const of Ireland, on the scale of two-tenths of 
an inch toa mile, with numerous small plans, has been published 
by the Admiralty during the past year; as also Dingle and Ventry 
harbours and Blasket Sound, and the outlying fishing-bank and 
almost inaccessible islet of Rockall. 

Mediterranean.—W hile carefully sounding the bottom and pioncer- 
ing the way for the electric submarine cable between Malta and 
Alexandria, Captain Spratt, with his staff, in the Medina, has taken 









advantage of the opportunity afforded to 1 orth co 
of Africa by Cyrenaica, and to correct its outline; also to make 
plans of the roadsteads of Tripoli, Benghazi, &c, One of the first 
uses to which the submarine telegraph was put was to determine the 
meridian distance between Malta and Alexandria, This has been 
successfully accomplished by Captains Spratt ond Mansell; and 
the result of these measurements gives 16° 6' $" as the difference, 
or 29° 51' 42" as the longitude of the lighthouse at Alexandria; this 
determination differs only 14" from that already obtained by chrono- 
metric measurements, On the coast of Syria Commander Mansell and 
his staff have completed a second sheet of the coast from Markabto 
Cape Bianco, and connected with it several important points in the 
interior, as Ba'albek, Hermon, Jibbel, Sunnin, and others. 

The charts connected with the Mediterranean which have been 
published during the past year are as follows :—Valetta Harbour, 
Malta, on the scale of 11 inches toa mile; Rhodes Island, on the 
seale of eight-tenths of an inch, with enlarged plans of the ports; 
Searpanto and Casso islands, on tho scale of 1 inch; the western 
portion of Crete, on the scale of half an inch, with views and plans 
of ports, completing the survey of this rich and beautiful island ; 
Euripo Strait, m Greece, on the scale of 3 inches; anda general 
chart of the Delta of the Danube, on half an inch, with the Sulina 
mouth of that river, showing the increased depth that has been 


cnined over the bar by the recent works which have been carried 


out by the International Commission. . bong 

Africa —_On the west const of Africa the ‘river Volta has been 
oxplored os far as the first rapids at about 50 miles from its mouth, 
the Ogin for 40 miles from Lagoa to within 4 miles of Abeokiita, 
‘and the St. Nicholas and Brass branches for 25 miles from the sca; 
and the sketch-map of each has been published at the Admiralty, 


In the Cape Colony Mr. Francis Skead, p.x., is engaged on the — 
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coust near Hout Bay. In the early partof the year he accompanied = 


Mr. May, u.s., in Dr. Livingstone's new steamer to the Zambesi, 
mado an improved sketch of the five mouths of that river, and 
more correctly determined their position, while Mr. May proceeded 
with Dr. Livingstone and Bishop Mackenzie to the i Tova, 





and explored it for 30 miles from its mouth, which was as far as the 


falling water would allow them to ascend: the sketch of this river, 

on the scale of 1 inch toa mile, has been published. In the Red 

re-survey of the Strait of Jubal, with the Ashraffi Reef and islet, have 
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been engraved; and it is gratifying to be enabled to add that the 
intelligent Viceroy of Egypt, His Highness Said Pasha, has caused 
three lights to be established to facilitate the navigation of that 
narrow sea—one on Zafarana Point, already lighted; one on the 
Ashraffi Reef, at the southern entrance of the Gulf of Suez, which 
will be lighted shortly; and a third on the Dedalus Reef, which is 
to be lighted towards the close of the year. 

Asia.—Tho chart of the Persian Gulf, to which I referred last 
year, by Commander Constable and Lieutenant Stiffe, of Her 
Majesty's Indian Navy, has been published at the Admiralty in 
two sheets, on the scale of a quarter of an inch to a mile, with plans 
of several small ports and various views of headlands: it is accom- 
panied by a memorandum on the former charts of this gulf, with a 
table of positions; and the Sailing Directions are far advanced in 
printing. The whole work is highly creditable to the surveying 
officers ofthe Indian Navy; and the chart is one of those selected 
to be sent as a specimen to the International Exhibition. A plan 
of Bahrein has also been completed by Lieutenant Whish. 

In India a gap in the Malabar const—Thullknob to Borin pagoda 
—has recently been filled up by Liout. Williams, 1.5.; and thus 
the whole of the west coast of the peninsula south of Bombay has 
been surveyed. Lieut. Taylor, L¥., is engaged in writing the 
Sailing Directions from Cape Comorin to the entrance of the Persian 
Gulf; while Lieut. Ward is making progress with those on the 
south coast of Arabia‘from Ras al Tad to Bab cl Mandeb, incInding 
Sokotra and the Gulf of Aden. There still remain some portions 
of this eastern region which it would be highly desirable to oxa- 
mine ; and it is understood that the Secretary of State for India in 
Council has decided that the work shall be done; and I believe’ 
that it may help to advance the cause of geography by giving a 
brief summary of these gaps, coupled with the expression of tho 
wish of the Geographical Society that an early opportunity may 
offer for their being filled up. They are as follows :—1. The coast 
of Malacca from the Sakshan River to Pulo Penang, about 300 miles. 
2. Coast of Orissa from Santapilly Rocks to Point Palmyras, about 
the same distance. &. The coast from Chittagong to Akyab, at the 
head of the Bay of Bengal. 4. The re-examination of the group of 
the Andaman Isles. 5. The west coast of India from Rombay 
northwards to Dandi, about 100 miles. 6. Bombay Harbour ona 
large scale, so as to admit of docks and other engineering works 
being planned upon it. 7. The Batnah const from iakas to the 





Admiralty Surveys,—Asia—China and Japan. cxy 


entrance of the Persian Gulf, 250 miles. 8. Tho coast of Africa 
from Ras Bir to the entrance of the Hed Sea, 15 miles. 9. A series 
of chronometric measurements throughout the Bay of Bengal and to 
Singapore. 10, Asimilar series from Bombay westwards to Suez 
and to the outlying islands in the Indian Ocean. 

These two last can only be well done by a vessel specially de- 
voted to the service, carrying a batch of at least thirteen chrono- 
meters. ‘There is no work that could be undertaken that would 
place the hydrography of those seas on a firmer basis than the 
measurements last named; and I believe that I do but give utter- 
ance to the hearty desire of this Society in expressing a wish that, 
before the accomplished surveyors of the Indian Navy are dispersed 
abroad, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, than whom no 
one knows better the value of accurate geographical information, 
may be pleased to set this seal to the labours of Hoss, Horsburgh, 
Moresby, Elwon, Grieve, Haines, Ethersey, and other officers of 
the Indian Navy, who, during the past half-century, have patiently 
borne the toil and heat of the day to furnish the mariner with charts 
by which he may with safety navigate those Eastern seas. 

In the Banka and Gaspar Straits, and near Linga, Mr. Stanton, 
n.N., in H.M.S. Saracen, has materially corrected our charts during 
the past year. It may serve to show our ignorance of the geo- 
graphy of these regions in the middle of the nineteenth century, 
when I state that the populous town of Palambang, in Sumatra, 
was found to be 14 miles in error in latitude in all our best maps 
and charts, being placed that much too far to the south. A chart 
of Singapore, by Mr. John Richards, n.., has recently been pub- 
lished by the Admiralty on the scale of 12 inches to a mile; it 
shows at a glance the docks, coal-wharfs, and other accommodation 
at that flourishing entrepét of the trade of the Enst, 

China and Japan,—One hundred and twenty miles of the upper 
part of the Yang-tsze-Kiang above Han-kow have been explored aa 
faras Yo-chow-foo, at the entrance of the Tung-ting Lake, about 500_ 
miles above Nan-king, during the past year, In addition to thin” 
service, Captain Ward in the Acton, and Lieut, Bullock in the 
Dove, have been employed on the southern coast of Japan. In the 
mean time some of the results of their labours of former years have 
recently been published by the Admiralty—as Port Adams in the 
Gulf of Pe-chi-li ; the Liau River up to Nin-chwang, one of the trading 
ports under the treaty ; Chi-fu or Yen-tai harbour; Talien-whan Bay , 
Wei-hai-wei and Lung-mun harbours; Hai-yun Island, containing 
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Thornton Haven, Pe-chi-li Strait,’and'a general chart of the Gulfs.of 
Pe-chi-li and Liau-tung. ‘The Actron has just. arrived in England, 
after five years’ absence in the China Seas, during which very mate- 
rial additions have been made by her officers and crew to our know- 
ledge of the coast, rivers, and outlying islands of China and Japan. 

Australia,—Allusion was made in the Address from the Chair of 
last year to the wise liberality of the Australian colonies in sharing 
with the Admiralty the expenses of an organised system of coast 
surveys. Parties, under the command, respectively, of Commanders 
Sidney, Cox, Hutchison, Lieut. Brocker, and Mr, J. Jeffreys of 
the Royal Navy, are now established in New South Wales, Victoria, 
South Australia, Tasmania, and Queensland; detailed plans of 
places locally important have been received, and the steady progress 
of an efficient examination of the extensive lines of seaboard of the 
several provinces may now be confidently anticipated, 

To keep pace with the rapid extension of colonization on the 
shores of the intertropical part of the east coast, a series of charts 
to connect with the detailed surveys of the late Captains Owen 
Stanley and Blackwood (which extended from Torres Strait to 
18}° south), are in the course of construction, compiled from the 
detached and partial examinations of our naval surveyors from the 
time of Cook to the present date, to be eventually connected, it is 
to be hoped, by the rising generation. 

Charts of the Coral Sea, embracing on a small scale all these 
coast features, and giving the recent surveys of Captain Denham, 
z.%., have been published, and prove a great boon to the navigator. 
The labours of this officer in the Australian seas, extending over 
nine years’ service, deserve more than a passing notice; but, limited 
necessarily in this Address in time and space, a summary of the 
more salient statistical features can alone be given, 200 sheets, as 
Tam informed, of charts, plans, and drawings, are completed and 
in progress; 163 positions catalogued; the variation of the compass 
tested aflont 2410 times, and 191 times on shore; 41 islands and 
42 ocean reéfs and sunken shoals surveyed; 700 miles of edge of 
soundings contoured; and 23 fabulous dangers erased from tho 
charts, 











The most favourable accounts have been received of the seourity 
of the passage through Torres Strait by the great north-east channel; 
and the testimony appears to be overwhelming in its favour com- 
pared with those by Haine Islet and the numerous treacherous 
openings through the barrier reefs near he; Ee Ee 
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south Intifude. The merchant-ship Castilian, drawing 20 feet; has 
recently made two voyages through the north-east channel in 
sixteen hours. We cannot here forbear paying a passing tribute 
to the valued labours of the late Captain Francis Blackwood, n.s., 





who so successfully and clearly defined this remarkable and valu- 


able channel. 

_A gonoral chart of Australia in two sheets, with the adjacent 
islands and seas between its northern coast and the equator, has also 
been completed during the past year. The authorities and materials 
for this chart have been most extensive; in addition to the well- 
known names of Flinders, King, Wickham, Stokes, Stanley, Black- 
wood, Yule, and Denham, the recently-published Dutch charts of 
the Arafura, Banda, and Java seas have been consulted, and the 
northern coast of New Guinea, the shores of New Ireland and New 





half a century, connected by the more recent chronometri : 
ments of Sir FE. Belcher—the whole chart being thus reduced to the 
common meridian of Fort Macquarie, Sydney, New South Wales. - 
Vancouver Jeland.—Crossing the Pacific Ocean to the thriving 
colony of British Columbia, we find that Captain George Richards, 
in H.M.S. Hecate, with his staff of assistants, has surveyed 700 
miles, much of it open sea-coast or the exposed entrances of the 
great sounds on the west side of Vancouver Island; during which 
time the party thoroughly sounded over an area of 400 square 
miles in Barclay and Clayoquot or Clakkot sounds, and more gene- 
rally over 1400 miles off the entrance to Fuca Strait. In the course 
of the past year plans have been published at the Admiralty of 
Esquimalt and Victoria harbours, on the large scale of 10 inches to 
the mile; of Haro Strait and Middle Channel, on the scale of one 
inch; and Sailing Directions generally for the straits, harbours, and 
rivers of this district. + ihe 
Newfoundland—'The re-examination of the south coast of New- 
foundland, under Captain Orlebar and his assistants, has made good 
progress during the past season, in the course of which 200 miles 
of sea. and harbour coast-line have beon mapped in six large sheets, 
generally on the scale of 3 inches to a mile. At the same time, 
plans of Placentin Harbour, Port Basque, and St. Pierre Island, on 
the same scale, have been published, as well as Pope and Tangier 
‘harbours in Nova Scotia—the latter place becoming of importance 





on account of the immedi vicinity of the | 
have been discovered. ‘I es -- 
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Bay of Fundy.—'The tedious survey of this bay of fogs and rapid 
tides is at length complete, and Captain Shortland and his staff 
have moved on to the south-eastern part of the coast of Nova Scotia. 
In the course of the past season they have mapped 27 miles of open 
coast and 154 miles of harbour and river shore-line, sounding over 

“an area of 260 square miles. On this castern const of America the 
unhappy civil war, and the uncertain state of political affairs, has 
led to the publication of forty-two sheeta of the several charts and 
plans taken from the admirable United States Coast Survey, with 
the Sailing Directions that accompany them, 

West Indies —Tho survey of the group of the Grenadines has been 
completed by Mr. Parsons, n.x., and his assistants, and they are now 
moving on to the island of Sta. Lucia and the port of Castries. In 
the course of the year they have mapped 45 miles of const-line, and 
sounded over an area of 310 square miles. The chart of Grenada, 
on the scale of one inch, and the plan of St. George Harbour, on the 
scale of 20 inches, have been published. Also, in Texas, plans of 
the entrances of Rio Grande and Brazos River, with the San Luis, 
Aransas, and Sabine passes, 

_ Variation of the Compass.—Resulting from the investigations that 
have been in progress for some timo past (which have been ‘alluded 
tom former Addresses) by Mr. Frederick J, Evans, #.x., F.1Gs., 
Superintendent of the Compass Department of the Admiralty, and 
Mr. Archibald Smith, whose gratuitous Isbours in this cause 
are beyond all praise, a Manual embracing ample practical and 
theoretical rules for ascertaining and applying the deviation of the 
compass in ships is on the eve of publication. This Manual has 
appended to it charts of the lines of equal variation, dip, and hori- 
zontal force, by the examination of which the seaman may become 
familiar with the distribution of these elements, so important os o 
correlative branch of science to that of navigation under the great 
impending changes in naval architecture. It is a gratifying feature 
that these researches shonld have preceded the sudden demand for 
a new order of iron war-ships. In connexion with this subject, 
Mr. Burdwood, n.s., of the Hydrographic Office, has computed and 
published Tables of the sun's true bearing or azimuth for the 
parallels of 49° and 50° x., which will enable the mariner at once 
to determine the amount of variation and local deviation combined 
by a simple compass-bearing of the sun either in the morming or 
the evening—thus affording a constant check to the ever-changing 
deviation in an iron ship, according to whether she heels to star- 


board or port, which in many cases is an unsuspected source of 
danger. 

Tesides the surveys above enumerated as in progress in different 
parts of the world, the labours of the Hydrographic Office during 
the past year have consisted in the publication, under the imme- 
diate superintendence of Captain George A. Bedford, nx., Assistant 
Iydrographer, of about ninety new and corrected charts and plans, 
some of which I have already mentioned. There have also been 
published tho usual Tide Tables for two thousand places on the 
face of the globe, Light and Hydrographic Notices acquainting the 
mariner at oneo with the slighest change or discovery of rock or 
shoal that can affect the mfety of navigation. Mr. Michael Walker, 
too, has taken advantage of the leisure afforded by his retirement 


from office, and has examined and corrected about five hundred of 


the Maritime Positions, chiefly in the Eastern seas, recently pub- 
lished in the 7th edition of Raper's ‘ Practice of Navigation! — 


Onosaxce Survey.* 


The publication of ‘The Trigonometrical Survey of the United 
Kingdom’ is now completed, and is comprised in seven quarto 
volumes, Viz. :— 

I. The Principal Triangulation, with the Figure, Dimensions, and 
Mcan Specific Gravity of the Earth derived therefrom, 2 vols. 

IL. Levelling, taken in Ireland, 1 vol. 

Til. Levelling, taken in England and Wales, 2 vola 

IV. Levelling, taken in Scotland, 2 vols. 

Thus this great work, which was commenced in 1783, under 
General Roy, n.r., is at length finished. 

In Inst year's estimates the sum of 1000/. was taken to enable the 
director of the survey fo extend the triangulation of England through 
France to the frontiers of Belgium, so as to form a connection be- 
tween the triangulations of England and Belgium. This operation 
has been completed, The stations selected to form the connexion 


across the Channel were St. Peter's Church, between Margate and 


Ramsgate; Coldham, on the high ground north of Folkestone ; and 
Fairlight, a few miles north of Hastings. From these three stations 
observations were taken to the church at Gravelines, to Mont Couple, 
near Wissant, and Mont Lambert, near Boulogne. pay 


* Colonel Sir Heury James, 2.5, Superintendent of the Ordnance Sarvey. 
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From these three last-named stations a station raised 74 feet above 
the level of the ground at Harlettos, between Boulogne and St. Omer, 
was observed, and then the churches at Cassel and Dunkirk, and then 
the station at Mont Kemmel, near Ypres, in Belgium. ‘The triangle, 
Dunkirk, Cassel, and Mont Kemmel, is common to the triangulations 
of France and Belgium, and is now aleo made part of the extended 
triangulation of this country, and the lengths of its sides will there- 
fore be independently determined by the geometricians of the three 
countries from the measured bases in the three countries, and a 
comparison of the results will be highly interesting ; but the French 
officers who were ordered to observe at the same stations that ours 
observed at, not having been able last year to take the observations 
across the Channel, the comparison cannot yet be made. They have 
now, however, returned to this country to recommence their work, 
and it is to be hoped they will be able to finish it this summer. 

During last year the Belgian geometricians were engaged in eon- 

necting their triangulation with that of Prussia, and the Prussians 
in connecting theirs with that of Russia; and thus we shall shortly 
to the Oural Mountains, and the means of computing the length of 
an aro of parallel of about 74° in length. 
_ The electric telegraph now furnishes the means by which the 
difference of longitude between distant places can be determined 
with greater precision than they could formerly be by the trans- 
mission of chronometers one station to another. 

The Astronomer Royal will therefore this year re-determine the 
difference of longitude between Valentia, in the sw. of Ireland, 
anil the observatory at Greenwich, by means of the olectrie tele- 
graph; and as it will be necessary for the director of the survey to 
cannect the station selected by the Astronomer Royal at Valentia 
with the triangulation of the kingdom, a joint expedition is now 
about to proceed to Valentia for this double purpose, and to com- 
plete the quota of work assigned to us for the measurement of this 
great arc of parallel, 

The engraving of the complete map of Ireland in outline, on the 
scale of one inch toa mile, was finished last year, and the hill 
features are now being engraved. There are 205 sheets in this 
map. 

The progress of the Cadastral Survey in the north of England and 
Scotland has been greatly retarded in consequence of the very 
numerous and extensive surveys which have been made by the 
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Ordnance in the south of England for purposes connected with the 
defences of the kingdom. 

Bunt as all these have been made on the scales adopted for the 
National Survey, and the plans have been drawn as so many 
sheets of a complete survey of the counties to which the places 
belong, they will form a part of the Cadastral Survey of England 
and Wales, should such a measure be decided on; and as the com- 
mitteo of the House of Commons, of which Lord Bury was chair- 
man, which was appointed last year to report upon “the expediency 
of extending the Cadastral Survey to those portions of the United 
Kingdom which have been surveyed upon the scale of one inch toa 
mile only,” have reported in favour of it, the cost of the surveys 
made for the defences will go to diminish the cost of the Cadastral 


In the north of England, Yorkshire and Lancashire have been 
published on the 6-inch scale; Westmoreland and Durham on the 
95-inch scalo; and the survey is in progress in Northumberla fi 





and Cumberland. A large portion of each of these counties 

already been published, and they will be finished this year. The 
last sheets of the 1-inch map of England and Wales are in the hands 
of the engravers; we may, therefore, expect that this map, which 
was begun in 1784, will now be soon finished. In Scotland all the 
southern counties have been published either on the 25-inch or 
6-inch scales; and the counties of Forfar, Perth, Stirling, and Dum- 
barton are in course of publication; and the survey is proceeding in 


a a 


Seotland is also in course of publication. iF: 
The plans of the eight northern counties of Ireland have been 
revised and made perfect in every detail, like the plans of the 
southern counties, This perfect revision was rendered necessary to 
enable the Government valuators to matk upon the plans every pro- 
perty and tenement; and this has now been done thronghout the 
whole of Ireland. The Ordnance plans are now invariably used for 
the transfer of land under the Landed Estates Court, the cost af pre- 
paring the plans for the court being charged to the carringe of the sale 
of the property; and the same arrangement will doubtless be intro- 
duced here assoon.as some progress is made in the Cadastral Survey. 

Sir Henry James has this year published six sheots of the Mar 
ginal Lines for the sheets of a map of the whole world, on the se : 
of 2 inches to a mile; the object in view being to have a map con- 
structed on the largest scale required for geographical purposes tho 













Perthshire, Kincardineshire, and Buteshire. ‘The one-inch map of 
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sheets of which can be put together to form a connected map of any 
part of the world, however large or however small; and to avojd 
the confusion arising when we attempt to put together mapa of 
different countries, as they are now constructed. on. different scales 
and on different projections, 

This is a great undertaking, and one which will require the co- 
operation of a great number of people and some years to accomplish ; 
but the advantages to be derived from having such a grand map of 
the world are obvious; and it is right that the topographical depart- 
ment of snch a country as ours should undertake to make it, 

In a discussion upon the relative merits of several projections for 
large portions of the earth's surface which has been published in the 
last number of the ‘ Philosophical Magazine,’ it has been demon- 
strated, that, assuming the errors which all projections of a spheri- 
eal surface on a plane must necessarily have, viz., distortion in form 
and distortion in area, are equally objectionable, the distance of the 
point of projection adopted by Sir Henry James in his geometrical 
projection of two-thirds of the sphere, will, for the Projection of a 
hemisphere, give the least possible distortion of form and area, and 
that the misrepresentation will be a minimum. If we draw a 
circle and two diameters in it at right angles to each other, one may 
be taken to represent the plane of projection for the concave 
hemisphere above it, and the point of sight or projection is at the 
ilistance of half the radius in the prolongation of the other beyond 
its circle. It is now demonstrated that this ig the. best possible 
projection for a hemisphere, and it should therefore he adopted by 


METEonoLogy.* 


In Meteorology some degree of increased interest has been cansed 
by various discussions and publications, besides an organised system 
of forecasting weather and giving cautionary notice of expected 
storms, 

In treating so complicated and extensive a subject as that of our 
atmosphere and its movements, it is extremely difficult to combina 
mathematical exactness with the results of experionce obtained by 
practical ocular observation and much reflection ; but to some extent 
this has been effected recently, the Board of Trade having arranged 
telegraphic and frequent communication between widely-separated 


* Admiral FitsRoy, Director of the Meteorological Department, Board of Trade. 
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stations and a central office in London; by which a means of 
* feeling—indeed one may say mentally seeing—sucoessive simultaneous 
states of the atmosphere over the greater extent of our islands is 
established; and an insight into its dynamical laws has been thus 
obtained, to which cach passing month has added elucidation and 
value. 

Possibly at this time, when extensions of our arrangements to 
the Continent are contemplated in France, in Hanover, and in 
Prussia (although here there aro still persons who doubt, if they 
do not entirely disbelieve their utility), it may be desirable to cir- 
culate an explicit description of the basis, and the nature, of those 
forecasts and occasional warnings, which have been proved during 
the past year. 

The first cautionary or storm-warning signals were made in 
February, 1861; since which time similar warnings have been 
given, as occasions needed, 

In August, 1861, the first published “ forecasts" of weather were 
tried ; and after another half-year had elapsed for gaining experience 
by varied tentative arrangements, the present system was established. 
Twenty reports are now received each morning (except Sundays), 
and ten each afternoon, besides five from the Continent. Double 


forecasts (two days in advance) are published, with the full tables. 


(on which they chiefly depend), and are sent to six daily papers, to 
one weekly, to Lloyds’, to the Admiralty, and to the Horse Guards, 
besides the Board of Trade. 

These forecasts add almost nothing to the pecuniary expense of 
the system, while their usefulness practically is said to be more 
and more recognised.” Warnings of storms arise out of them, and 
(scarcely enough considered) the satisfaction of knowing that no 
very bad weather is imminent may be very great to a person about 
to cross the sea. Thus their negative evidence may be eran 
little lesa valuable than the positive. 

Prophecies or predictions they are not: the term forecast is striotly 
applicable to such an opinion as is the result of a scientific combina- 
tion and calculation, liable to be occasionally, though rarely, marred 
by an unexpected downrush” ¢ of southerly wind, or by aces 





* At a recent meeting of the Shareholders of the Great W estern Decks at 






Stonehouse, Plymouth, it was stated officially that “the deaviones ytint revenue) is 
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to be attributed chiefly to the absence of vessels requiring the use of the 
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electrical action not yet sufficiently indica’ r Ox 
limited sight and feeling. We shall know more and more ar 
At present it is satisfactory to know that the measures practised 
daily in these procecdings do not depend solely on one individual : 
they are the results of facts exactly recorded, and deductions from 
their consideration, for which rules have been given. An assistant 
ig able to share their responsibility now, and others are advancing 
in the subject of dynamical meteorology. 

In order to enable the reader to judge of the basis on which 
tules for forecasting probable weather are founded, some degree 
of explanation may here be offered—as the method is new in 
its combinations, although depending on old or well-known prin- 
ciples, 

Saimicacrente sometimes flow side by side, though in opposite diree- 
tions, as ** parallel streams,” for hundreds or even thousands of miles. 
Sometimes they are more or less superposed: occasionally, indeed 
frequently, crossing at various angles ; sometimes combining, and by 
the composition of their forces and qualities causing those varieties of 
weather that are experienced as the wind veers more toward or from. 
the equator or the nearest pole; and sometimes so antagonistic in 
their angular collision as to canse those large circular eddies or 
rotatory storms, called cyclones, which are really like the epi 
storma in all parts of the world, although they do not quite assim 
to local whirlwinds, dust-storms, and other commotions of atmos- 
phere, which seem to be more electrical in their characteristics, if 
not in their origin. 

‘Whenever a polar current prevails at any place, or is approaching, 
the air becomes heavier, and the barometer high, or rising. When 
the opposite (equatorial or tropical) prevails or approaches, the 
mercury is low or falls; becanse the air is, or is becoming, specifically 
lighter, and these changes take place slowly. Whenever, from any 
causes—electrical, chemical, or simply mechanical—either current, 
or any combination of currents, ceases to press onwards without 
being opposed, a gradual lightening of the atmosphere, through a 
greater or less area of hundreds or perhaps thousands of miles 
ocours, not suddenly, but very gradually, and the barometer falls: 
there is less tension, 

To restore equilibrium, the nearest disposable body of air (so to 
speak), or most moveable, advances first; but an impulse. at the 
same time may be given to other and greater masses that—though 
_ later in arriving—may be stronger, last longer, and canse greater 


= 








4 
e 





Meteorology. exxv 


pressure, mechanically as well as by combination. Air, like water, 
mingles slowly, either from above or laterally. 

Taking, with Dové, north-east and south-west (true) as the “ wind- 
poles,” all intermediate directions are found to be more or less 
assimilated to the characteristics of those extremes, as they are 
nearer one or other; while all the variations of pressure or tension, 
many of those caused by temperature, and all varieties of winds, may 
be clearly and directly traced to the operations of two constant prin- 
cipal currents—equatorial or tropical, and polar—our north-east 
and south-west. 

It has been proved that storms—indeed all the greater circulations 
of atmosphere in the zone betweon the tropics and polar regions— 
have an eastward motion bodily, while circulating around a centrical 
area. Within the tropics it is otherwise, or westward,—till they 
with more or less direction toward the same pole. 

Clear distinction should be made between those ever alternate 
and often conflicting main currents—tropical or polar, and the local 
effects of their union or antagonism, namely, mixed winds—whether 
westerly or casterly, with occasional eddies, or cyclones, on a larger 
or on a smaller scale. 

The lower current does not ordinarily extend far upward (only 
some few thousand yards), and highlands, mountains, espooially 


_yangie of mountains, alter and impede its progress, bo that a variety 


of eddy winds, or streams of wind, with local and apparently ano- 


malous effects, are frequently caused. 
Heat, electrical action, or cold; condensation of vapour into hail, 


snow, rain, or fog; or its other changes, namely, evaporation, mare- 
faction, and expansion—absorbing heat, and therefore causing cold 
—immediately cause currents of air, in a degree proportional to 
such influence: inducing horizontal motion and dynamical foree. — 

The polar current always adcances from the polar quarter whilo 
laterally moving eastward (like a ship making lec-way), being pressed 
towards the east by the tropical figv which advances from the south- 
westward, usually above and at an angle with the polar stream or 
current of air, often mixing with it, but at times separately pene- 
uncombined with the polar current qven while feeling its ap- 
proaching influence, and thus, as it wero, forcing passages between 
streams of chilling polar air that at the same time aro MOVIN in 
opposite and nearly parallel directions. ¢ 

- 


At times, after a continnance of tropical air-current, or during its 
general prevalence, a polar flow or separate stream of air (electric, 
cold, dry, and of greater pressure or tension than the prevailing 
body of air then next the earth) passes above, chilling and other- 
wise influencing the lower air through which, at some places, it 
penetrates completely. 

These movements of air-currents are shown by clouds crossing 
the heavenly bodies, by the visible characteristics of those clouds, 
and by simultancons observations of temperature, tension, force of 
wind, and its true direction, at many places. 

It is very interesting as well as practically useful to mark how 
these inroads or mixtures of air-currents occur, and to note their 
beginnings or endings at a few places considerably scparated ; such, 
for instance, as Copenhagen and Lisbon, Galway and Heligoland, 
Jersey and Aberdeen, Queenstown (or Valentia) and Berwick or 
Yarmouth, with intermediate places, But this special feature may 
be better referred to after a few other considerations have been 
submitted as preliminary. 

Dynamical Site. prams of ide ta nabioata generated by dis- 
turbed equilibrium, whether electrically by heat or cold, mechanic- 
ally by aqueous expansion into gas, by contraction into rain, snow, 
or ice, or by previously induced action of air-currents among them- 
gelvos, with their inortia. 

Hence it follows that no great disturbance of equable temperature, 
tension, dryness, or moisture, can ocour without a proportionate 
dynamical force, tending to cause currents of air, or wind, however 
resisted, deflected, or otherwise affected by similar and simultaneous 
actions, more or less in opposition or in combination. 

Sometimes their opposition is so equal, and equilibrium is so 
complete, that a calm is the result, no sensible movement horizon- 
tally along the carth’s surface being perceptible. 

Frequently combination occurs, and dynamical effects are pro- 
duced in proportion. These are particularly evident in the meetings 
of tropical and polar winds (by te west), by their subsequent con- 
tinuance in strength as mixed winds, and by the concurrence or 
combination of cyclones. 

Successive, or rather consecutive, gyrations, circuits, or cyclones, 
often affect one another, acting as temporary mutual checks, until a 
combination and joint action occurs; their union causing then 
much greater effects, as may be seen even in water-currents as well 
as in the atmosphere itself. . 


' 


_ Between the tropics and the polar regions, or in temperate zones, 
the main currents are incessantly active, while more or less antago- 
nistic, from the causes above mentioned ; besides which, wherever 
considerable changes of temperature, development of electricity, 
heavy rain, or these in combination, cause temporary disturbance of 
atmospheric equilibrium (or a much altered tension of air), those 
grand agents of nature, the two great currents, speedily move by 
the least resisting lines to restore equilibrium, or fill the comparative 
void. One current arrives, probably, or acts, sooner than the other; 
but invariably collision occurs of some kind or degree, usually occa- 
sioning « circuit, a cyclonic (or ellipsonic) gyration, however little 
noticed when gentle or moderate in force. | 
As there must be resistance to moving air (ora conflict of currents) 
to cause gyration, and as there are no such causes on a large scale 
near the equator, there are no storms (except local squalls) in very 
It is at some distance, from about 5° to 20°, from the equator that 
hurricanes are occasionally felt in their violence. They originate 
-n or near those hot and densely-clouded spaces, sometimes spoken 
of as the “' eloud-ring,” where aggregated aqueous vapour is at times 
condensed into heavy rain (partly with vivid electrical action), and 
a comparative vacuum is suddenly caused, towards which air rushes 
from all sides. ‘That which arrives from a higher latitude has a 
weetwardly, that from a lower an eastwardly, tendency, due to the 
earth's rotation and to the change of latitude, whence o chief 
cause of the cyclone’s invariable rotation in one direction, as above 
explained. . | 
The hurricane, or cyclone, is impelled to the west in low latitudes, 
because the tendency of both currents there is to the westward along 
the surface, although one—the tropical—is much less so, and be- 
comes actually easterly near the tropic, after which its equatorial 
centrifugal forte is more and more evident, while the westwardly 
tendency of the polar current diminishes ; and, therefore, at that 
latitude hurricane cyclones cease, to move westward (recurve), £0 
then easterly, and on toward the polar quarter. rite 
Great and important changes of weather and wind are preceded 
as well as accompanied, by notable alterations in the state of the 
Such changes, being indicated at some places sooner than at others 
fore great differences of pyessure (or tension) shown by barometer, of 
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<r mee or moisture, and direction of wind, should 
be considered as signs of changes likely to occur soon. 

Tt will be observed, on any continued comparison of weather 
reports, that during the stronger winds a far greater degree of uni- 
formity and regularity is shown than during the prevalence of 
moderate or licht breezes; and this should be remembered in fore- 
casting weather. 

When neither of the greater and more extensive atmospheric 
currents is sweeping across the British islands (currents of which 
the causes are remote, and on a large scale), the nature or character 
of our winds approaches, and is rather like that of land and sea 
breezes in low latitudes, especially in summer. 

Either the cooler sea-wind is drawn in over land heated by the 
simmer sun, or cold air from frosty heights, snow-covered land, or 
chilly valleys, moves towards the sea, which is so uniform in tempe- 
mature for many weeks together, changing so slowly and but little, in 
comparison with land, during the year. These light variables may 
at such times be numerous, simultaneously, around the comrpate on 
the various coasts of the British islands, — 

. Frequently it has been asked, “ In this country, Sow -mutlentio 

or fall of the glasses may foretell remarkable change or a dangerous 
storm?" ‘To which can now be replied, “ Great changes or storms 
are usually shown by falls of barometer exceeding half an inch, and 
by differences of temperature exceeding about fifteen degrees, 
Nearly a tenth of an inch an hour is a fall presaging a storm or 
very heavy rain. The more rapidly such changes occur, the more 
risk there is of dangerous atmospheric commotion.” 
_ As all barometric instruments often, if not usually, show what 
may be expected, a day or even days in advance, rather than the 
weather of the present or next few hours; and as wind, or its 
direction, affects them much more than rain or snow, due allowance 
should always be made for days as well as for hours to come, 

The general effect of storms is felt unequally in these islands, and 
less inland than on our consts.. Wind is diminished or checked by 
its passage over land. The mountain ranges of Wales or Scotland, 
rising two to four thousand feet above the ocean level, have great 
power to alter the direction and probably the velocity of wind, 
independently of alterations caused by changes of temperature at 
elevations. 

_ Extensive changes, showing differences of pressure above or 
alow the normal or mean level, amounting to nearly an sa or 
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thereabouts, aro certain to be followed by a marked commotion of 
the elements in the course of a fow days, If the fall has been 
sudden, or the rise very rapid, swift but brief will be the resulting 
elementary movement; if slow or gradual, time will elapse before 
the change, and the altered state of weather will take place more 
gradually, but last longer. | 

Notice may thus be obtained and given a few hours, or a day, or 
even some days, before any important change in the weather actually 

Having such knowledge, it obviously follows that telegraphic 
warning may be sent in any direction reached by the wires; and 
that occasionally, on the occurrence of very ominous signs—baro- 
metric and other, including always those of the heavens—such can- 
tions may be given before storms as will tend to diminish the risks 
Barometors show the alterations in tension—or, so to speak, the 
pulsations, ona large scale—of atmosphere ; and diagrams express to 
practised observers what the “ indicator-card” of a steam-cylinder 
shows to a skilful engineer. 

Our own islands have very peculiar facilities for meteorological 
communication by telegraph between outlying stations on the sea 
coast and a central place, all being at nearly the same level, and 
nearly all comparatively uninfluenced by mountain ranges. 

And now the results are, that, having daily knowledge of the 
weather (including ordinary facts of a meteorological nature) at the 
extreme limits and contre of our British islands, we are warned of 
any great change taking place ; the greater atmosphe ieal 
being measured by days rather than by hours. Only local changes, 
however violent thoy may be occasionally (and dangerous in propor- 
tion to their suddenness and violence), only those changes are unfelt 
nt a distance, and do not influence great breadths—such as hundreds 
of miles area of atmosphore—horizontally. tulad 

Some special, and to many persons entirely new, considerations 
should here be mentioned, as they are now practically valuable im 
connéction with forecasting weather. ai 

When opposing currents of air meet, their masses must continie 
in motion certain time, either rotating, or ascending, or going 

Masses of air, either of polar or tropical origin, so to speak, 
returning (when driven back by stronger opposition), at first, and 


for a cortain time, retain the characteristics of their peculiar and 





In our latitudes thero is a continuous alternation of air-currents, 


each specifically different, and denoting approach by marked 
characteristics; and we have proved, by successive series of simul- 
taneous statical observations vver a wide range—embracing Scot- 
land, Ireland, all England, and adjacent islands-—that, while these 
alternating or circuitously-moving currents aro thus incessantly 
passing, the whole body of atmosphere, filling our temperate zone, 
is moving gradually towards the east, ot an average rate of about 
5 geographical miles an hour (from 2 to § miles), 

During strong westerly winds this eastward motion is greatly 
increased, and in easterly gales it is proportionately diminished, as 
measured by its passage along a horizontal surface of earth or ocean. 

Knowing these circumstances, and having accurate statical 
observations of these various currents at selected outlying stations, 
showing pressure (or tension), temperature, and relative dryness, 
with the direction and estimated horizontal force of wind at each 
place simultaneously, the dynamical consequences are already measur- 
able approximately on geometrical principles ; and, judging by the 
past, there appears to be reasonable ground for expectation that 
meteorological dynamics will be soon subjected to mathematical 
analysis and accurate formulas. The facts now weighed and mea- 
sured mentally—in what may be correctly called forecasting weather 
—are the direction and force of air-currents or wind, reported tele- 
graphically to the central station in London from many distant 
sintions, their respective tension and temperature, moisture or 
dryness, and their changes since former recent observations. 
These show whether any or cither movement or change is on the 
increase or decrease; whether a polar current is moving laterally 
off, passing from our stations towards Europe, or spprosching:t i) 
from the Atlantic; whether moving direct towards the south-west- 
ward with great velocity, or with slow progress. If moving Fast 
in the direction of its length, it will approach England more from 
tho east—its speed direct being 20-to 50 or 80 miles an hour; 
while its constant lateral or easterly tendency (like a ship's leeway 
in a current), being only 5 miles an honr, is then insensible to us 
(though clearly deducible from other facts ascertained), and is that 
much in alteration of actual direction, as well as of what would 
otherwise be the velocity of that polar current. 


‘ + 


With the opposite principal current—the equatorial or south- 


westerly, more briefly and correctly, tropical—similar but opposite 
results occur. he direct motion from a south-westerly quarter is 
accelerated sensibly to our perception by part of the eastward con- 
stant (about 5 miles hourly), and therefore a body of air approaches 
us sooner (other things being equal) from the westward than it 
docs from the eastward, 

To seamen accustomed to navigate in ships making leeway while 
in currents setting variously over the ground, such movements, 
complicated os they may appear, are familiar, There are the 
ship's headway, leeway, and drift to be considered, in combination 
with the motion or current-rate of the buoyant water, and that per- 
haps an upper current, differing from one beneath, while each is 
passing across the bottom or bed of the sea beneath all. 

But the motes circling in a beam of light across a draught of 
varying motions of fluid, elastic, and mobile air, as are here men- 
tioned. 


One important consideration is the disposal or progress of bodies of 
air united, or mixed, or contiguous to each other, after their meeting 
—«ither directly opposed or at an angle—on the earth's (or ocean's) 
surface. They do not vanish. They cannot go directly upwards, 
against gravitation; westward they cannot (generally) go when 
there is collision or mecting, because the momentum, elasticity, and 


extent of the tropical “ antitrade,” * or south-wester, cristae 
powers any direct polar current, or rises over it and more or Jess 
atfecta the subordinate one below by the friction of its eastward 
pressure. Downward there is no exit; enstwardly (towards the 


east) the accumulating air must go, and this tendency continued 
canses the varieties of wind from the westward ; being moro or less 
mixed, more or less purely polar or tropical, as either one pen 
in combination. 

“After a body of air has passed and gone to some distance south- 


vrard dr northward, it may be stopped by an advancing and more 
powerful mass of atmosphere, which is moving in a direction con-" 
33 its line of force. If their appulse be- 





trary to or diagonally acro 
gradual and gentle, only a check occurs, and the weaker body is 


— back until. its ie ceases seopetng eee 





* Sir John Herschel's excellent term. 
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‘Indisture, aro 80 masked by those of its opponent as to be almost 
obliterated ; but if these currents meet with energy at very different 

temperatures and tensions, rapid changes are noticed as the wind 
shifts, and circuitous eddies, storms, or cyclones occur, 

Otherwise, when their meeting is, as first mentioned, gradual, 
there is the return of a portion of either current (which previously 
prevailed), either direct or deflected—deflected even through more 
than one quadrant of a cirele—by its advancing opponent, and 
retaining for some considerable time its own previous charao- 
teristics, Thus we have for short times cold, dry winds from the 
south-west, instead of the usual warm and moist ones; or winds of 
the latter kind from the north, instead of cold ones. 

‘The circuitous tendency of air in motion, and the numerous 
impediments to its horizontal progress, such as land, ranges of 
mountains, hills, or even cliffs, induce many a deviation from 
normal directions, extremely puzzling to the student of this 
subject; but so retentive is air of its tension and temperature for a 
time, that, like currents in the ocean, each may be traced by its 
characteristics as long as within our insular web of stations, 

When the polar current is driven back by a tropical advancing 
from a southerly direction gradually, their action united becomes 
eouth-easterly (from the south-eastward); and as the one or other 
prevails, the wind blows more from one side of cast or from the 
other. Time is required to produce motion in the air—horizon- 
tally—and more time is indispensable for its gradual cessation from 
movement, 

Statical effects are noticed at observatories, or by careful observers 
anywhere, some hours or days before notable dynamical conse- 
quences occur. 

‘When a body of atmosphere is moving from or towards the pole, 
its impelling force (vis atergo) may cease; while the mass itself has 
a cortain impetus or momentum. 

Diminishing tension then results at the place of checked energy, 
and the upper current (always present) descends. At the same time 
there is an alteration of tension at the farther extreme, which is 
meeting and mingling with, if not resisting, checked, and deflected 
by the advancing opponent. 

Consequent on this an extent of air, reaching, perhaps, across 
some hundred miles, becomes, as it were, isolated. Detached from 
its original source and maintenance, Whether polar or tropical, and 
then quite surrounded by air of a different character, it is epee 
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in new and varying directions, still retaining for a time more or 
less of its characteristics, until altered entirely, and totally incorpo- 
rated with its conqueror. 

Hence we sometimes have cold tropical wind, with electrical 
and other polar characteristics (for a limited time only), before the 
tropical predominates; or, on the other hand, a warm polar air- 
current, with tropical peculiarities. 

Moreover, in addition to these causes of apparent inconsistency or 
irregularity are tho results of circling currents—streams of oir 
retaining their features, although changed, it may be even totally, 
in direction along the earth's surface; besides a vanety of merely 
local alterations, such as are effected by high lands, or,valleys, or 
coast-lines. All these, and many other minor considerations, onght 
to be familiar and present to a forecaster of weather, who would 
laws. 


Lunarists and Astro-meteorologists support theories which, if in 
accordance with facts, would affect our whole atmosphere, ora hemi- 
sphere, or at least an entire zone, in a similar way, on account of the 
(supposed) influencing causes acting over all the rotating earth, and 
not only over Europe, or its adjacent islands, 





At the Board of Trade from thirty to forty weather-telegrams are 
received daily (except Sundays), and the present forecasts, or pre- 
monitions of weather, are drawn up on the following arrangement, 
istricts are thus assumed :— 
®, Treland, around the coasts. 

3. West Central (Severn to the Solway), coastwise, Bias | 
4. South-West England (from the Severn to Southampton), by 





5, South-East England (Wight to Thames). ‘ 
6. East Coast (‘Thames to Tweed). 
As newspaper space is very limited, and as some words are tised 


in different senses by various persons, extreme care is taken in 


selecting those for such brief, general, and yet sufficiently definite 


sentences a8 will suit the purposes satisfactorily. ns 
Such words as are commonly found on published scales of force, or 
nature of wind and weather, are generally understood, and there- 


In saying on any day what the probable character of the weather 
. | R2 
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will be to-morrow, or the day after, at the foot of a table showing 
its observed nature that very morning, a limited degree of infurma- 
tion is offered for about two days in advance, which is as far as may 
be trusted generally, on an average, though at times.a longer premo- 
nition might be given with sufficient accuracy to be of occasional use, 

Minute or special details, such as showers at particular places, or 
merely local squalls, are avoided; but the general or average cha- 
raoteristics, those expected to be principally prevalent (with but few 

ceptions) the following day and the next after it, including the 
nichts (not those of the weather actually present), are cautionsly — 
expressed, after careful consideration. Ordinary variations of 
cloudiness, or clear sky, or rain, of a local or sie nel ine! 
racter, are not noticed usually. 

‘That a broad general average or prevalence is kept in view, referriiia 
’ toaday or more in advance, and to a district, rather than only to 
one time or place, should be remembered by the reader, 

Tho great practical difficulty is in separating the effect on the 
mind of present states of air, weather, and clouds, from abstract 
considerations of what may be expected on the morrow or next 
following day. 

As meteorological instrnments usually foretell important changes 
by at least a day, or much longer, we have to consider what wind 
and weather may be expected from the morning observations, com- 
pared with those of the days immediately previous, as indicative of 
the morrow’s weather, and of the day after, at each place ; to take an 
average of those erpectations for each district collectively, i groups; 
and then to estimate the dynamical effects which may be anticipated 
as the legitimate consequences of such relative tensions, tempera- 
tures, and dryness, occasioning more or less inequality in the 
atmospheric equilibrium, and thus causing greater or less horizontal 
motions of air-currents, or ordinary winds, 

- Comparisons of the moist and dry thermometers are very useful, if 
well observed, in telling the hygrometric condition of air; and 
thence, with other facts, showing how cithor current prevails, or has 
relative influence—a point of much importance m forecasting a 
change of wind either way, as well as the probability of rainy or dry 
weather. A good electrometer is not yet available at our out- 
stations, however desirable such on instrument would be, in express- 
ing, not only relative electrical states of air, but what, till a better 
term is offered, may, perhaps, be called the polarity of our atmosphere 
if not its polarisation). 
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Whether there is « condition, or relative position of the particles of 
air, in a tropical current, differing from either im a polar current— 
analogous to the polarisation of light—and whother there is a direct 
connexion between these main currents and electro-magnetic, espe- 
cially those mysterious earth-ourrents, are questions easy to ask; 
but excessively difficult to be answered, even by philosophical 
physicists of the highest eminence. To such authdbrities, however, 
the writer would appeal for somo particular consideration of the 

, following facts :— 

With polar currents of air, electricity is above par, or plus; the 
air is harsh, clouds in it have a hard, oily appearance, animal as well 
as vegetable life is peculiarly affected in various familiar ways, 
tension is above par; and all these peculiarities are constant qualities, 
independent of temperature of night or day, and of the time of year. | 

With the opposite or tropical current, different effects are well 
known to most people; but the comparative absence of electrical 
tension (or plus electricity), the soft, watery aspect of clouds in such 
air, and the absence of hard edges or outlines, unless influenced in 
somo degree by the polar element, have not been noticed generally, 
though they are properties expressive of tropical winds solely (west 
to south in this hemisphere) in their (unmixed) purity. 

In all frequented parts of the world, these peculiar characteristics 
of the so-called easterly and westerly winds have been carefully 
noticed, and found to be irrespective of locality,—land or water, 
whether with an ocean to the east, or with a continentein that 
direction, or the converse. It may be remarked, in passing, that 
easterly winds everywhere (prevalent, not merely temporary cur- 
rents), either mixed or deflected, are polar—derived more or less from 
the nearest pole; and that so-called westerly winds are tropical, 
from a tropical direction, or mixed tropical and polar currents, 
There is much to be remarked, in connexion with these distinctive 
features, respecting atmospheric colours, clouds, auroras, and 
ineteors, but not admissible here, , 











‘ Outline maps, with movable windmarkers, and cyclone glasses oF 
horns, are usefal in forecasting weather; and full consideration 


should be given to the probable position, direction, extent, and 
degree of progress of those centrical areas or nodes round which the | 
principal currents usually circulate, or turn, as they meet and alter, ; 
combine with, or succeed one another. | : 
_ Here dynamical considerations, with comprehensiv 
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of statical facts, are most important; and to treat them even ap- 
proximately well, with auch quick despatch as is requisite, demands 
ap 6 and experience, 

Those who are most concerned about approaching changes, who 
are going to sea, or On a journey, or on a mere excursion; those who 
have gardening, agricultural, or other out-door pursuits in view ; 
may often derive useful cautionary notices from these published 
expectations of weather : although (from the nature of such subjects) 
they can be but scanty, and imperfect, under present circumstances. 

Objection has been taken to such forecasts, because they cannot 
be always exactly correct, for all places, in one district. It is, how- 
ever, considered by most persons that general, comprehensive 
expressions, in aid of local observers, who can form independent 
judgments from the tables and their own instruments, respecting their 
immediate vicinity, thongh not so well for distant places, may be very 
nseful as well as interesting: while to an unprovided or otherwise 
uninformed person, an idea of the kind of weather thought ‘probable 
cannot be otherwise than acceptable, provided that he is in no way 

| é | 

Like the storm-signals, such notices should be merely cawtionary, 
to denote anticipated disturbance somechere over these islands, with- 
ont being in the least degree compulsory, or interfering arbitrarily 
with the movements of vessels or individuals. 

Certain it is, that, although our conclusions may be incorrect, 
our judgment erroneous, the laws of nature and the signs afforded 
to man are invariably true. Accurate interpretation is the real 

Seamen know well the marked characteristics of the two great 
divisions of wind, in all parts of the world, and do not care to 
calculate the intermediate changes or combinations to two or three 
points. They want to know the quarter whence a gale may be 
expected—whether northerly or southerly—in general terms. 

Every seaman will admit, that however useful, and therefore 
desirable, it would be to know exactly the hour of o storm's com- 
mencement—as our acquaintance with meteorology does not enable 
such times to be fixed—the next best thing is to have limits assigr 
for extra vigilance and due precaution, which limits are aeity 
stated, in all the printed popular instructions, to be from the time of 
hoisting the signal until to or three days afterwards. 

But, say some, and justly—are ships to remain waiting to avoid a 
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gale that after all may not happen? Are fishermen and coasters to 
wait idle, and miss their opportunities? By no means, All that the 
cautionary signals imply, is “Look out.". “Be on your guard.” 
“« Notice your glasses, and the signs of the weather.” “ The atmoa- 
phere is much disturbed.” 

Perhaps sufficient thought has not always been given to the eon- 
sideration of mere pecuniary loss by wear and tear, risk, accident, 
delay, and demurrage, caused by a gale at sea; balanced against the 
results of waiting for a tide or two, perhaps once im two montha, 
when cautioned by a storm-signal. 

Be this as it may with coasters, short traders, or even sorew- 
collierg, the question is entirely different with ordinary over-sea or 
foreign-coing ships; especially when starting from 4 southern or 
from a western port, To such vessels a gale in the Channel, or 
even during the first day or two after clearing the land, must 
things are not in their places, often not secured; and the ship, 
perhaps, is untried at sea, Of course, however, these remarks are 
inapplicable to fine, first-class ships ; and to powerful, well-managed 
steamers, independent of wind and weather, which start ot fixed 
hours. 

It is scarcely too much to say, even now, that if due attention be 
paid on the coasts to cautionary signals—and, at the Central Office, 
to the telegraphed reports—no very dangerous storm need be 
anticipated without more or less notice of its approach being 
generally communicated around the British Islands; or to those 
partionlar coasts which probably may be most affected by its 
greatest strength. 

But this hardly applies to our extreme outposts, such as Jersey, 


Valencia, Nairn, and Heligoland, becanse their remoteness, in- 


valuable as that condition is for warning other places nearer the 

contre, is an obvious reason why they cannot always be forewarned 

themselves. ala 
In using tho daily Weather Reports, it ought to be kept in mind 


that only one state of atmosphere in twenty-four hours is there 






ied (exeepting for rainfall) ; therefore it is only by ec 
and due reference to previous reports that probable ec 
can be fairly inferred. It is advisable, in consi i 
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is a tentative experiment. month, however, has hitherto added 
useful facts, and increased our acquaintance with the difficult, 
thongh not uncertain, dynamics of the subject. Nothing, however, 
could have been well effected in an attempt to apply meteorology 
to daily practice with confidence, had not a foundation of facts 
existed in the works of scientific authorities—whose statical re- 
cords and invaluable deductions afforded a sufficiently extensive 
basis on which to rely while utilising modern powers of communi- 
cation by telegraph, from any stations, simultaneously. 





Sonvers of Srar.* 


We learn from our correspondent, M. Coello, the accomplished 
geographer, who is now directing the topographical survey of Spain, 
that tho following additions to our science have recently been made. 

During the year 1861 persevering progress has been mada in the 
great triangulation of the country. 

All the chains of the triangles of the first order have antes feioen 
studied, including those which relate to the whole cireumfe | 
thie kingdom. 

The chains of the meridian of Madrid, both to the north and to 
the south of that eapital, have nearly all been measured, and will be 
completed before the end of the present year. 

‘The parallel of Madrid to the west has been finished as far as the 
frontier of Portngal ; and the measurement of the triangles of the 
parallel of Ciudad Real to Badajoz has been commented. The tri- 
angles required to complete the spaces to the west of the meridian 
of Madrid have been laid down as far as that of Salamanca. 

The triangulation of the second order is finished for the whole 
province of Madrid, as well us that fora part of the adjacent country. 
‘We are now only waiting for the results of the last calculations for 
compensation, which have just been completed, in order to fix the 
length of the great base of Madridejos, and begin the long caleula- 
tion of the work which has been done. 

This year these different undertakings will be continued, and 
signals will be fixed for the measurement of the parallel to the eastof 
Madrid, with the intention of making, concurrently with this bb 
simultaneous and reciprocal observations to determine the reodi 

Tevel, and settle with accuracy the elevation of Madrid shove the 
Mediterranean, presumed at aut Present upon the most rece the most received ived existing 
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caloulations to be 660 mitres, which is, perhaps, within ten inches 
of the truth. 

‘The topographical labours thus undertaken in the province of 
Madrid will be continued during the year. The corresponding land 
registration will at the same time be proceeded with, and the levels 
will be very carefully taken. 

The TRAP A Ore on. the scale of Tawa and of —— for cities and build- 
ings. The classifications, territorial valuations, and dispositions im 
the public archives, will commence as soon as a portion of the pro- 
vince is completed, The topography is executed with very great 

During the past year a portion of the Tagus, and of its tributary 
the Gallo, has been mapped to form a portion,of the hydrography 

‘The geological department has completed its work in the pro- 
vinces of Burgos, Santander, and Madrid, and has commenced with 
those of Leon, Zamora, and Avita, 

In the department of Woods and Forests various topographical 
details have been obtained in the provinces of Santander, Purgos, 
Valencia, Asturias, Oviedo, and Leon, | 

All these works have been executed under the direction of the 
Junta-General Estadistica, which is appointed by the Government 
to take charge of scientific researches regarding the Spanish 

The Hydrographic Department has published various interesting 
works, more especially some on the Philippine Islands, — é 

The War Department has completed the itinerary of Navarre, and 
published a beautiful atlas of the campaign in Africa, accompanied 
with very interesting topographical documents. The itineraries of 
different provinces are in progress, and some of them will he 
shortly published. | | 

The results of the statistical returns made at the close of the year 
1860 are now in the press, under the direction of the Statistical 
Board. This is also the case with a very complete Directory of all 






our provinces, Similar returns from the colonics have likewise been 


made, and will soon be published. 


iy | 







The same department has published Geological Memoirs re sard— 


ing the provinces of Avita and Leon, and likewise the Topograph} 

of the province of Madrid, with a geological map. The whole of 

these are due to Don Coriano di Prado, Ss 
The plans for railways, canals, nd roads, made for the most part 
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spartment of Public Works, have been prepared with zeal 

tivity, and some interesting results have been obtained in 

relation to topography and comparative levels of the country. A 

Memoir has likewise been published respecting the Public Works 
in Spain, and is accompanied with a map. 

Other interesting works by private individuals have been finished, 
and in some instances published, amongst which are essays on the 
ancient Geography of Spain; and special mention must be made of a 
memoir on the site of the city of Munda, which obtained the prize 
of the Academy of History. 

M. Coello has continued the publication of his Provincial Atlas, 
and has recently brought ont the maps of four provinces. In the 
beginning of last year he published a general Map of Spain, cor- 
rected from the most recent data, a copy of which he has kindly 
presented to our Society. 








Russa." 


Although important questions of social and political seltheni Biers 
been engaging the attention of all intellects in Russia, yet the 
‘advance of geographical science there, I am happy to say, has not 
been retarded. 

The Imperial Geographical Society of St. Petersburg continues to 
display its wonted zeal_and activity. Fresh materials are yearly 
contributed by it towards the elucidation and amplification of the 
geography both of Russia and of the regions by which that country 
is bounded. 

The expedition sent to explore Eastern Siberia has made con- 
siderable progress in its Inbours. According to latest nocounts 
from Port St, Olga, Mr. Schmidt, chief geologist of the expedition, 
had started to examine the const from the estuary of the Amur to 
Possiet Harbour. Mr, Glehn, his coadjutor, was employed in a 
geological exploration of the island of Saghalin, while Mr. Brylkin 
directed his attention to its ethnography. On the return of the 
expedition to St. Petersburg in the autumn of the present year, and 
on the termination of the labours connected with it, the Imperial 
Geographical Society will devote its time and means to further 
scientific enterprise. The Council have already under consideration 
the adoption of measures for organising three new expeditions. One 
will examine the causes that have led to the A sega shallowing of 
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the Sea of Azof: the object of the second will be to explore that 


portion of the Russian frontier which adjoins the Chinese territory 
on the cast; the character of the third will be statistico-ethnogra- 
phical, and the field of its labours will be the interior governments 
of Russia. 

The progressive shallowing of the Sea of Azof had attracted atten- 
tion for many years. Tt was supposed to he caused by ballast being 
thrown overboard from merchant-vessels. On this supposition it 
was ot one time proposed to prohibit the entrance into the Sea of 
Azof of all ships, either Russian or foreign, not ballasted with water. 
The Government, however, did not adopt thia measure, as doubts 
were entertained of the correctness of the abpve supposition. 

In 1860 the Academy of Sciences of St. Petersburg arrived at the 
conclusion that the shoaling of the Sea of Azof had been going om 
for centuries; that it was not general, but only limited to certain 
parts; that it was not produced by a discharge of ballast, but was 
attributable to different local conditions, such as the state of the 
sea-bottom, proximity of the steppe, violence of winds and currents, 
&. It further expressed its opinion that a scientific expedition 
to examine these circumstances would be productive of useful 
results. 

Those conclusions met with the approval of the angust President 
of the Imperial Geographical Society; and the Society was authorised 
to send scientific commission to the Sea of Azof. An annual sum 
of 5000 silver rubles (8101), for two years, wis assigned from the 
imperial treasury to defray the expenses of the expedition, which is 
now being organised. | 

In October last the Russian Minister for Foreign Affaire informed 
the Imperial Geographical Society that a commission would proceed 
in the spring of this year to trace the boundary-line between Russia 
and China on tho east, and invited the Society to take advantage of 
this opportunity for scientific exploration. The Council gratefully 
accepted the proposal, and have now under consideration the ways 
and means for acting on it. a, 
According to the treaty concluded between Ttvasia and China in 
1860, the line of demareation should extend from the sources of the 
Yenisei to the Tian-Shan range of mountains, south of Lake Ineyk- 
kul. The starting-point to be taken is the landmark of Chabm- 
Dabaga, on the frontiers of the governments of Tomsk and Yenisetsn. 
constituted then the most distant point of contact between the two 
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empires, From Chabin-Dabaga the frontier runs in ‘a south-westerly 
direction os far as Lake Dsai-San, extends along the ridge of the 
Djungarian Alatan, crosses the river Ili, and then follows the direc- 
tion of the Tian-Shan tothe confines of Kokan. This line of frontier, 
which has a length of about 2000 versts (15331 miles), has already 
been visited on many points by Ruasian scientific travellers. The 
country still presents o vast field for future exploration. The region 
extending to the west of the sources of the Yenisei has not os yet 
been visited by any traveller. 

A commission has been appointed, on the recommendation of Mr. 
Bezobrazof, for orgunising an expedition into the interior of Russia, 
with the special object of collecting statistico-ethnographical data. 
The commission, presided over by Mr. Kalatchof, consists of MM. 
Artemicf, Bezobrazof, Vernadski, Vtorof, Kalinofski, Kostomarof, 
Maksimof, Nebolsin, Neiharat, Stackelberg, and Schepkin. 

Among the cartographical labours of the Imperial Geographical 
Society a map of Eastern Siberia, by M. Schwarts, desarves special 
notice, It consists of seven sheets, and embraces on a scale of 
vaehere the fluvial region of the Amur, the southern portions of 
the Lena and Yonisei, and of the island of Sahalin. Although many 
se al of Eastern Siberia have latterly appeared, that of M, Schwartz 
is the most reliably correct. As its indications are very detailed, 
and based on exact astronomical determinations, it will serve to 
complete and rectify the hitherto existing maps. 

Mr. Helmersen has compiled a new geological map of Russia, 
Several years have elapsed since the appearance of a similar map by 
Sir Roderick Murchison, M. Verneuil, and Count Keiserling, while 
the intervening period has been rich in geological discoveries in 
Russia, In many localities the limits of formation have been more 
distinetly defined ; and this has induced Mr. Helmerson to construct 
anew map, with the assistance of the well-known Russian geolo- 
gists, Pander, Hofmann, Abich, Auerbach, Barbot, Grewingk, 
Feophilatof, and Holmberg. 

The * Journal of the Imperin) Geographical Society’ for the past 
year contains, as formerly, articles of high geographical interest. 
The materials on Central Asia are, in particular, abundant. I may 
especially direct attention to the sketches of Djungaria, and to a 
description of the Chinese province of Nan-lu, or Little Bukhara, 
by Captain Valikhanof, the son of a Kaisak sultan. This traveller 
and Russian savant, asa native of Central Asia, intimately acquainted 
with the languages and customs of the countries he visited, enjoyed 


= 





Russian Researches in Persia. exlitl 


every facility for studying and describing these hitherto almoxt in- 
aecessible regions. In the garb of a Kokand merchant, in 1859 he 
succecded in reaching Kashgar, and now gives an interesting 
account of his journey. He minutely describes the atrocities com- 
mitted by Valikhan, Hodja of Kashgar, who im 1857 ordered the 
execution of the deeply-lamented Adolphe Schlagintweit, and. 
throws further light on the death of that traveller. 

The Sketches of Djungaria, with « detailed description, historical 
and geographical, of Little Bukhara, will shortly appear in English 
before the public, and will doubtless prove a valuable addition to 
our knowledge of the geography of those countries. 


Asia.” 

Tho Russian traveller, N. do Khanikof, who has been engaged in 
making up the deficiencies in our imperfect knowledge of the Ader- 
beijan, in Persia, has made a new map of that region, Which he has 
had engraved at Berlin. He has distributed several copies of it, 
and transmitted his observations regarding that interesting moun- 
tain district to the Academy of Sciences in Paris, and also to our 
Seoretary, Dr. Shaw, for the use of the Royal Geographical Society. 

An uncommon degree of regularity characterises the mountain- 
ranges of this province of Persia, which is bounded both on the east 
and on the west by lofty longitudinal ridges. To the east the Talish 
Mountains separate it from the basin of the Caspian ; and to the west 
the chain of Kandilar forms a barrier between it and Mesopotamia. ‘To 
the north and to. the south of the Aderbeijan these two. chains are 
joined by longitudinal elevations : tho one, commencing at Mount 
Savalan (of 4752 métres), joins the Kandilan chain in Kurdistan ; the 
other, coming off from the Talish Mountains, and known as the Buz- 
gush chain, joins Mount Schend (of $505 métres). The space in- 
is ocewpied by the plain of Mughan, and the Salt Lake of Ur- 
mia is situated in the region lying between the Sehend and the 
Kandilan chain. Tho lowest point of this part of Persia, that ia to 
say, the level of the Lake of Urmia, is 1250 métres above ieee 


of the sea; and the highest point im the province of Aderbeijan: 
the summit of Ararat, 5169 métres high. The line of perpetual 
snow varies in clevation from 3600 to 3800 metres. This regular 


arrangement of the surface of the district, and the character of the 
+N. Khauikoff (translated by Dr. Hodgkio, Hon. Foreign Seeretary-) 
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climate, dependent on its high position, are very favourable for topo 
gtaphiecal work. The state of the atmosphere is generally so clear 
that one is never long without being able to sce some one of the 
lofty summits which serve as landmarks for reference ; and it rarely 
happens that mirage or dry fog interrupts the distinct vision of 
objects for an entire day. Notwithstanding the precision with 
which the skilful topographers from amongst the officers of the 
Cancasus who acted under his orders, as well as himself, endea-_ 
voured to execute the work of laying down the itineraries of de- 
tached regions, it would be impossible to combine these independent 
labours without the basis of some well-determined astronomical 
or geometrical observations. These happily were not wanting, as 
he had latitudes and longitudes in Persia which had been settled by 
M. Lemm, and the results of the triangulation of the Caucasus under 
the direction of General Chosdzko. The former gave a series of 
fixed points in the neighbourhood of the Araxes; and the latter 
supplied the like data, rigorously established, between Erivan and 
the basin of the Caspian. Hence the localities given in the north 
and middle of Khanikof's map have their exact bearings; and it 
ia only in the south that he had no other data than such as Were 
obtained by azimuths measured with the help of the magnetic 
needle, The errors to which such observations arc necessarily 
liable will be corrected when the Anglo-Russian commission for 
defining the Turkish and Russian boundary shall have published 
its numerous astronomic data. 

That part of the map which is strictly new is the southorn por- 
fion, in which is situated the Lake Urmia, with its islands; the 
itinerary from Marand to Khoi; and the topographical details in the 
two provinces of Persian Kurdistan, Lahijan and Ushnu, in which 
ho had the good fortune to complete the researches of his prede- 
cessors, Generals Monteith and Rawlinson, 


Crma.® 

Geogmphy is already beginning to share in the advantages 
derivable from Lord Elgin's treaty, the conditions of which so 
greatly improve the position of the foreigner in China, whother 
traveller or official, merchant or missionary. Until that treaty 
came into operation, our countrymen could only penetrate the 
interior of this vast country in the face of legal prohibitions, and 
. = J : 
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with the liability of arrest at the hands of the native authorities. 

The new treaty gives British subjects the right of travelling with 

a passport through the whole land; and so readily has this per- 

mission been availed of, that, in the first year after this right was 
obtained, twelve out of the eighteen provinces of China have been 

visited by our countrymen, together with Manchoo Tartary, the 

cradle of the present dynasty. 

_ First among these explorations comes the ascent of the Yang- 
taze-Kiang, so gallantly undertaken by Colonel Sarel, Captain 
Blakiston, Dr. Barton, and Mr. Scheresheffsky, the details of which 
are familiar to us all; while the high sense entertained by this . 
Society of the services these gentlemen have rendered to geography ; 
has been marked, as you have seen this day, by the presentation of 

the Patron’s Medal to Captain Blakiston, In tracing the great 
Yang-tsze along 1800 miles of its course, those travellers crossed the 

six central provinces of Keang-soo, Ngan-hwuy, Keang-se, Hoo-pih, 
Hoo-nan, and Sze-chuen; and thus carried their explorations up- 





wards of a thousand miles beyond any point that had previously F 
been openly visited by foreign travellers. The first 700 miles of } 
that river's course is now made familiar to Europeans by the ‘ 
opening of the port of Han-kow to foreign commerce, and there is : 
every prospect of the high expectations that have been formed of = 


the capacity of that great central mart being fully realized. Within . 
eight months of the opening of that port it had been visited by 
nearly 200 foreign craft, consisting for the most part of small 
steamers: and the foreign trade thus conducted amounted ¢ | 
the first six months to two millions sterling. * 
Some particulars of no less than seven other journeys, undertaken 
by our countrymen in the north, centre, and south of China during 
the past year, have been made public. In the north, Mr. Morrison, | 
our Consul at the new port of Che-foo, with Captain Harcourt as his | 
companion, travelled overland to his post from Teen-tsin in the 
month of January, and profited by the opportunity thus afforded 
him to follow the Grand Canal along nearly 300 miles of its track, | 
to visit the tomb of the great sage Confucius, which is to be seen 
at Kew-foo, in the charge of his own Seeceneian ts family witha 
Mr. Morrison also visited Tse-nan, the capital, and other places in 
took these travellers over 700 miles of country, for the most part 
new to Europeans, Six months later, two other foreigners set out 
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in an opposite direction, and travelled overland from Teen-tein to 
Mouk-den, the capital of Manchoo Tartary. They were struck by 
the manner in which this once Tartar country has becn virtually 
converted into a Chinese province by the superior energy of the 
Chinese emigrants, and report that the Manchoos, even in this their 
nitive land, have lost their ground entirely in all parts of the 
eountry where anything is to be made by agriculture and com- 
merce: and that those who remain, by adopting Chinese manners, 
customs, and language, have become, to all intents and purposes, 

Chinese, and have been absorbed into the predominant race. Ladi: 
in the year, in November and December, an expedition through the 
two northern provinces of China, Pe-chih-le and Shan-se, was 
undertaken by Messrs. Hichards and Slossin. Starting from the 
game point—Teen-tsin—they appear to have ascended the high pla- 
teans to the north of Peking, and to have skirted the Mongolian 
steppes until they reached Shan-se. They travelled in this province 
as far as its capital Tai-yuen, and then, turning westward, re- 
entered Pe-chih-le, and visited Paou-king, the capita] of the latter 
province, on their way back to Teen-tsin. The journey occupied 
the travellers 46 days, during which time they appear to have 
crossed the Great Wall four times, finding it in a state of decay 
that may be feared is typical of the country of which it is the chief 
monument, and they estimate the total length of their journey at 
1560 English miles. The flourishing and populous condition of 
most of the through which they passed accounts for the 
- success of the new northern port of Teon-tsin, the foreign trade of 
which, in the first year of its being opened, has reached the con- 
siderable sum of two millions sterling. 

_ In the centre of China, four gentlemen—Messrs. Dickson, Thor- 
burn, Beach, and Bonney—travelled, in the month of April, from 
Canton to Han-kow, a distance of 756 miles, which they performed 
in 18 days; their journey differing from those above recited: as 
being made entirely by water, with the exception of one day's land 
travel across the mountain-range that divides the province of 
Kewang-tung from Hoo-nan. Following the course of the north 
river in the first-named province, and the Seang River in the latter, 
they thus traversed both those provinces from south to north, and 
wero the first modern explorers of the great Tung-ting Lake, by 
which they reached the Yang-tsze and Han-kow. In Cheh-kiang, 

Mr. Baker, having recently ascended the Tsoen-tang River, and 
visited the celebrated green-tea districts of Ngan-hwuy, has again 
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fone over ground previously travelled by Mr. Fortune, but to find 
portant tea districts has disappeared before the rebel scourge, and 
that scenes of industry have been replaced by desolation and 
destruction. 

In the south of China, the Rev. Dr. Legge was tho first foreigner 
to ascend, in April of last year, the east river in the Kwang-tung 
province toa distance of about 300 miles; and the Rev. Mr. Irwin 
and companions have penotrated up the west river, in the same 
provinee, to a somewhat higher point than that reached by the 
expedition under Captain McCleverty in the spring of 1859, for a 
description of which we are indebted to our associate Lieutenant 
Brine. ‘Tho opening of Formosa to foreign trade gives promise 
also of our shortly obtaining further information from that island, 
which is interesting not only from its commercial productions, but 
also from the presence of aboriginal tribes in its centre and eastern 
eoast, of which little is as yet known. ; 

It is satisfactory to hear from all these travellers that no serious 
obstacles were placed in their way either by the Chinese authorities 
at the people; and that, while inconvenienced at times by the not 
unnatural curiosity of the latter, when anxious to gaze on foreigners 
for the first time, they received from them, in most cases, friendly 
welcome and assistance. Our treaty-right to enter the country 
having thus obtained an effectual recognition, it will be seen that 
China ia now thrown open to the researches of the traveller, subject, 
however, to the difficulties arising out of the deplorable disorders 
which are at present rife in so many of its provinees. Different 
parties of rebels or robbers, all acting independently of each other, 
were met by Colonel Sarel’s party in Sze-chuen, by Mr. Morrison 
in Shan-tung, by Mr, Baker in Cheh-keang, and by Mr. Irwin in 
Kwang-tung : while Dr, Dickson's party, on the other hand, travelled 
from Canton to Han-kow—or from the south to the centre of China — 
—without falling in with any of these destructive hordes; and— 
Messrs. Richards and Slossin traversed the provinces of Shan 





and Po-chih-le under similar favourable circumstances. te 
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Every new year brings with it, as we might woll expect, recit .% 
of fresh discoveries in this vast and important region of British 
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colonization, of which, in o broad sense, it may be said that wo have 
as yet only occupied the eastern, southern, and western coasts, and 
partially their adjacent interior lands. No sooner had we bestowed 
one of our Gold Medals on McDouall Stuart, for his adventurous 
exploration from Sonth Australia to the northern water-parting, 
than we heard of his having again started in the endeavour to reach 
the sea which bathes the northern shore of the continent. In the 
mean time, however, whilst he has again returned, after reaching 
the water-parting of tropical Australia, that end has Leen attained on 
@ more eastern meridian by the expedition under the command of 
Richard O'Hara Burke, assisted by the geographer William J, Wills. 
Jotwithstanding the belief of a great number of old colonists and 
travellers, and which is still entertained, that horses and bullocks are 
to be preferred for these adventurous journeys, the ascertained fact 
is, that the scheme suggested many years ago by the Geographical 
Society, of employing camels as the beasts of burden, is that by 
which the continent has first been traversed from south to north 
by any of our countrymen. 

Whilst two Australian colonies were thus eager rivals in these 
discoveries, and that the flourishing younger colonists of Queens- 
land, on the north-east, have been extending the range of their 
feeding-grounds to zones almost intertropical, and approaching 
towards the Gulf of Carpentaria, the north-western limits of 
Western Australia have been vastly extended by the successful 
survey, by Mr. F. T. Gregory, of that large portion of the very ox- 
tensive lands which lie between the settled parts of that copie 
the Cambridge Gulf, 

Let us then devote, in the first pince, a iow yorde to hair 
sideration of each of these last important discoveri 

Tho Victorian expedition, though perfectly ei in the 
main object of discovering a track to the north, through lands 
which are for the first time made known to us as being capable of 
oceupation at no distant day, and in reaching the mouth of one of 
the tributaries of the Gulf of Carpentaria, had, alas! a tragical end. 
Its bold leader, Burke, as well as his companion, the accomplished 
geographer, Wills, have fallen, but not until their observations 
have assured us that they reached the northern shore, at the mouth 
of the Flinders River, And here we may well applaud the sugges- 
tion of Sir H. Barkly, that the great newly-discovered belt of good 
land between Cooper Creek and the south end of the Gulf of Car- 
pentaria should be called ‘‘ Burke Land ;” so that the mame of the 











Stuart has been properly associated with the chief highlands on the 
west, As the gallant Burke and his associates had long been 
they were beset, it was highly to the credit of the coterminous 
colonies of South Australia and Queensland that they both mado 
vigorous endeavours to aid in the resoue. 

One of these efforts, as made by the direction of Sir Richard 
MeDonnell and the Government of South Australia, proceeded over 
& considerable extent of new ground to the north-eastern part of 
that colony; and allusion to it will presently be made, as well as to 
other expeditions from Victoria and Queensland, * 

In considering the steps by which this great work of exploration 
of the interior has been brought to its present advanced state, we 
must not forget the feats of the laborious and able Surveyor-General 
been well said by a recent traveller to the Darling," and who has 
gone over much of the same ground, that, of all the expeditions 
subsequent to those of Mitchell, that under the command of our 
Medallist Sturt threw most light on the region to the north and 
north-west of Menendie. “Tho chivalrous Eyre,” he writes, * had 
previously penetrated to the forbidden shores of Lake Torrens, and 
the indomitablo Stuart has since very nearly crossed the content; 
but both of them I think would admit, that to Captain Sturt belongs 
the great honour of having opened the door to the vust central 
regions of Australia.” . 

The Council of our Society has, indeod, judged well in assigning 
a Medal to the family of the lamented Burke, the leader of tho 
Victorian expedition; and in offering a watch as a recompence to 
the sole survivor, the stout-hearted and faithful King, whose simple 
narrative of the deaths of his commanders, Burke and Wills, and of 
his own preservation of life among the kind natives, has touched 
the hearts of all who have read the tale. ait 
‘The details of the labours of Burke and Wills in traverst and 
retraversing the continent have been,so recently laid before the 
public, that it is unnecessary here to recapitulate them. We inst | 
not, however, pass over the Report of the Commissioners who were 
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appointed by the Governor of Victoria to inquire into the cireum- 
stances connected with the sufferings and death of Burke and 
Wills. Endeavouring to ascertain the true causes of that lament- 
able result, they have thrown the chief blame on Mr. Wright, in 
not having left adequate supplies of provisions and clothing at 
Cooper Creek. They also impute some discredit to the Explorm- 
tion Committee, for not stimulating Mr. Wright to advance from 
the Darling, where he had been (as they say) in a state of “ fatal 
inactivity and idling.” And lastly, they reprove Mr. Brahe, for 
retiring from the relief depit before he was rejoined by his com- 
mander, Burke; though, from the great responsibility and the want 
of sufficiently precise instructions, they excuse that gentleman for his 
unfortunate decision. 

Whilst they regret ‘the absence of a systematic plan of operation 
on the part of the leader,” they express ‘‘ their admiration of his 
gallantry and daring, as well as of the fidelity of his brave coadjutor 
and their more fortunate and enduring associate King; and they 
conclude with recording “ their feelings of deep sympathy with the 
deplorable sufferings and untimely deaths of Burke and his fellow 

The friends of Burke must, indeed, derive great satisfaction from 
referring to the Despatches of Sir Henry Barkly, who generously 
vindicates the conduct of the gallant leader. In a letter to Sir RB. 
Murchison he thus writes:—“It is true that he (Burke) was by 
nature impetuous, but we have in reality only heard one side of the 
ease ; and I do not feel quite sure that he did not leave definite 
instructions—possibly even in writing—with his second in command,” 
and at the Cooper Creck depét, though none are forthcoming or 
acknowledged to have existed.” “ At the worst,” he saya, “all that 
ean be said of his conduct is, that he relied on others proving as 
brave and self-sacrificing as himself; that he was out of his 
reckoning on this point, and lost his own life in consequence.” 
Finally, Sir Henry Barkly has well told Her Majesty's Secretar 
for the Colonies, that “a less daring leader might never havo 
crossed the continent, or solved the problem so often yainly 
attempted." . 

But whilst from the expedition under Burke one man was saved, 
we have since been informed of the deaths of four white men, who 
were not long ago massacred in the interior, and of whose loas we 
should have been entirely ignorant, had not the Government of 
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said, an exploring party from the south-west, to cut-in upon the 
route of Burke. 

After passing over lands, in some parts sterile and saliferons, in 
others watered and productive, the searching party of McKinlay 
and his assistant Hodgkinson (which was also well found in camels, 
as Well as with horses and provisions) met with the relica of four 
white men, the skulls and skeletons of whom showed incontestable 
proofs of their having been murdered. Having obtained possession 
of a native who had evidently been one of the murderers, since his 
body exhibited healed-up wounds, and the lodgment of a ball as 
well as of buck-shot under the skin, he gave to the explorers a 
recital of the massacre, and how the natives had caten the flesh of 
their enemies. As the hair of the victims was still adhering to 


their skulls, and seemed to the travellers to be of the same colours 


as those of Burke and his party; and further, as what was taken 
for “camel” dung was found near the spot, they jumped to the 
natural conclusion that in this spot (lat. 27° 15’ s., long. 199° 50° Ee, 
and consequently not far from the return route of Burke) they had 
really discovered the remains of Burke and his three companions, 
On their return to the settlements of the colony, however, this 
theory was entirely dispelled by the true account of the deaths of 
Burke and Wills, and of the safe return of the sole survivor, Ring. 
Who, then, were these unfortunate four explorers of the interior? 
That they were British subjects, and not natives, is certain; not 
only from the skeletons and the colours of their hair, but also 
by the discovery of an English almanac of 1858, Wo also know 
that they had made a vigorous resistance, which is established, not 
only by the testimony of the black man, but also by the gun-shot 
wounds inflicted on him. Then, again, we have the proofs of the 
savage nature of this band of the aborigines, by learning that, after 
this one native left them, McKinlay’s party were shortly assailed by 


a large well-armed body, who were only repelled by a hot fire from 


our countrymen. ? _ a 
What a mystery is this, then, and how are we to explain it? 


Surely we ought to be able to obtain, from the settlers on tho 


outskirts of tho colonies of Victoria and South Australia, ‘some 
information to throw light on the journey into the interior of any 
persons who may be identified with these hapless mon! Again, is 
it not strange that, at so short a distance as exists between the site 
of this massacre and that of the deaths of Burke and Wills, the 
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etter of the aborigines should differ so essentially? for we are 

assured by the diary of the last days of Wills, that he and his 
ensociates were treated with great kindness by the natives. We 
also know, from the testimony of the survivor King, that when these 
poor creatures (among whom he lived until the relief finally reached 
him) saw the bodies of Burke and Wills they wept over them, 
because they saw that they might have saved our countrymen from 
starvation. We thus know that there are generous and tender- 
hearted aborigines in Australia, as well as those who appear to be 
irreclaimable and cruel savages; and this, too, in tribes not far dis- 
tant from each other. 

Leaving this problem to be solved between our friends the 
ethnologists and philanthropists, we may in the mean time anticipate 
that with such energies as have been displayed by the explorers 
proceeding from our settled colonies in the last thirty years, 
including the older researches of Mitchell, Eyre, Sturt, Leichhardt, 
and others, there can be no doubt that the colonists of Queensland 
will soon extend their pastures to the Gulf of Carpentaria; and 
that the northernmost settlers of South Australia, following up the 
trick of Stuart, will ere long found establishments in the bosom of 
the noble recesses of Cambridge Gulf and the northern Victoria 
River, where fleets can anchor securely, and where the vegetation 
is Inxuriant, 

If the northern coast of this great continent is thus destined to be 
occupied by migrations from the east and south, it has recently been 
to a considerable extent successfully surveyed from the west by 
Mr. Frank T. Gregory ; who, in extending the boundary of Western 
Australia, and in demonstrating the existence of large tracts of fine 
land, reaching eastwards to beyond east long. 121°, in lat, 21°, has 
led ns to hope that not many years will elapse before the warm 
desire of British geographers will be realised by actual occupation 
—at all events by the description of the headlands ond inner 
portions which lie between Nickol Bay and Cambridge Gulf. 

Having conveyed his party, with horses and provisions, by sea, 
from Perth to Nickol Bay, Mr. Gregory first explored the interior 
to the south-west, or towards the tracts lying on the north-western 
exterior of the settlements of West Anstralia, which he had surveyed 
in. 1845. Following up a river, which he named the Forteseuo, for 
180 miles, and which flows through good tind, he reached oleva- 
tions, which he termed the Hammels’ Range, and through which ho 
travelled by a pass 2000 feet above the sea, in lat, 22° 15", and east 
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long. 118° 4". Boyond this mange he found extensive fertile plains 
running far westwards, or towards the colony, as far as the cye 
could reach, Travelling still further with a smaller party to the 
eouth-weat, he fell in with a large river flowing from the &5.% 
This he named the Ashburton, from our noble President; and, 
judging from the fine pasture-lands on its banks, he believid that 
this tract (which he connected by triangulation with Mount 
Augustus and the Lynn River of his former survey) will become in 
a fow years a valuable district of the province. 

Having returned to the vessel, to recruit and replenish his stores 
after this his first journey of 780 miles, Mr. Gregory then pushed 
his survey south-east and eastwards, and passed in succession rivors 
which were called the Yule, the Shelley, and the Shaw, and then to 
the recipient of the two last rivers—a finer stream, to which the 
name of De Grey was given, in honour of our last President, under 
whose auspices the oxpedition was initiated. Again, much fine 
land was observed, the united journeys amounting to 2040 miles. — 

The clear and interesting sketch of this survey which has already 
been given by Mr. Gregory will be much enhanced when luis 
maps are constructed in the accurate manner with which he works 
out all his data. In the mean time we already learn that this nowly- 
discovered region, consisting of a succession of terraces that rise 
from the shore to lofty plateaux 2500 feet above the sea, has its 
culminating point in Mount Bruce, at an altitude of 4000 feet; 
whilst within the limits of the route followed not less than 
2,000,000 acres are fitted for grazing purposes, and at least 200,000 


gores are suitable for cultivation. The fruits and plants which are 
indigenous include, among the latter, tobacco, sandal-wood, and 


palms; and the author conceives that, notwithstanding ite quasi 


intertropical position, the district is as well adapted to the growth 
of wool, as grounds in the same latitude in Queensland have proved 


to be; whilst he feels confident that there are also conside: ble 
tracts specially available for raising cotton. 
The varied eruptive rocks of the country, whether of g 










of volcanic origin, and tho different sedimentary formations, fron 3 


high plateaux of older sandstone to the youngest and more ea 


reous and sandy we Semir have been carefully observed. : ny 
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if properly treated; whilst a valuable pearl-fishery may also be 
established in Nickol Bay. 

This » being the last of the very important services which 
-have been performed by Mr. Gregory, is the more entitled to 
our approbation, as it was undertaken at our recommendation to 
Her Majesty's Colonial Secretary, the Duke of Newcastle; and we 
have to thank His Grice for countenancing this expedition in 
conjunction with the local Colonial Government. 

The complete success of this exploration, without the loss of a 
man, is a docisive proof of the skilful and well-considered pre- 
arrangements and conduct of the leader, and will, we trust, induce 
Her Majesty's Government to continne to place reliance on any 
Suggestions which may in future proceed from the Council of the 
Royal Geographical Society. 

In concluding these observations on the recent progress of diseo- 
very in Australia, we may well advert to the strenuous efforts made 
by the colonists of Victoria and Queensland tosuccour Burke and his 
party. Naturally anxious as wo have been respecting tho issue of 
the searching expeditions sent from Victoria by sea, and overland 
from Queensland, the news just received is highly gratifying 
to all geographers and philanthropists. Sir Henry Barkly has 
written to Sir R. Murchison, stating that, notwithstanding the wreck 
of the Firefly tender, of which we had heard, on one of the reefs 
in Torres Straits, the good management of Captain Norman, the 
commander of the Victoria steamer, has been such that the Firefiy 
was emptied of water and tugged round into the Gulf of Carpen- 
turia, in spite of much stormy weather. Arriving at the mouth of 
the Albert River, men and horses, with abundance. of stores, were 
landed from those ships, as well as from two colliers, which had 
also been sent round; so that Mr. Landsborough, who had been 
recommended for the search by Mr. Gregory, was at once enabled 
to explore for some distance into the interior, 

In the mean time Mr, Walker, who was sent with a party of 
aboriginal troopers from Brisbane and Rockh: pton, having gained 
the mouth of the Albert, passed in his route the river Flinders, 
near the sea, and there, to his delight, found the distinet tracks of 
Burke's party ; thus realising the truth of the narrative of the sole 
survivor, King, that Burke and Wills really reached the salt water 
of the Gulf of Carpentaria. This discovery further confirms the 
belief of the astronomers and geographers who inquired into the 
subject, that it was the mouth of the Flinders, and not of the 
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with provisions for four months, Mr. Walker then returned to the 
mouth of the Flinders, to follow up the trail of Burke; and, as he 
had been gone 80 days when Captain Norman left the mouth of the 
Albert, we may reasonably expect to hear soon of hia arrival at 
Cooper Creek and the colony of Victoria. J 

Whilst Walker is thus occupied, Mr. Landsborough is proceeding 
southwards, on the meridian of the Albert River, to Victoria; and 
thus by this double exploration the whole of the region to which 
Sir H. Barkly has worthily assigned the name of “ Burke Land” 
will be thoroughly made known to us, 

That which to many cautious persons seemed to boa chimerm o 
. few years ago, but which the writer of these lines has always 
regarded as a most desirable result, will therefore ere long bo 
necomplished, and the shores of Tropical Australia will, through ita 
great indentations, the Gulf of Carpentaria and Cambridge Gulf, 
be fairly ovenpied by our colonists, who, communicating with the 
southern colonies, from whence they spring, by the lines opened 
out by Stuart and Burke, will carry on an advantageous intercourse 
with the Eastern Archipelago, and afford grand and useful bays of 
refuge to all imperilled vessels, Truly we may now rejoice that 
our Council has wisely, as well as generously, judged in assigning 
i Medal to the family of Burke, and in not omitting to mark their 
sense of the faithful conduct and truthful narrative of the brave old 
soldier, King. 


Whilst such has been the progress of discovery in hitherto 


ture of the regions already colonised has been largely increa#ed. 
The admirable Geological Maps of Victoria, prepared by Mr. 
Selwyn, and the palmontological illustrations thereof, by Professor 
MeCay, would do honour to the most advanced country in Europe; 
and though the other colonies cannot as yet boast of similar profi- 
ciency in maps and sections, every geologist knows how much his 
science is indebted to the Rev. W. B. Clarke, for his long-continued 
and successful endeavours in developing the true geological structure 
of New South Wales. 

If from Australia we extend our observations to other regions of 
Australasia colonised by Britain, you perceive the rapid progress 
which is made in the development of wealth, commerce, and 
civilisation. ‘Thus in Tasmania, thanks to the vigorous endeavours 
of my young and able friend Mr, Charles Gould, coal-fields of value 









open, and the valuable substance, dysodile, has been extracted. 

_ Again, in New Zealand the Local Governments are exerting 
themselves to procure the services of scientific men, who, possessing 
an acquaintance with geography and topography, are well versed 
in the sciences of geology and mineralogy, and can indicate upon 

aps the real value of the subsoil of each district. 'Thns, whilst the 
able geologist, Dr. Hochstetter, who was one of the men of science 
who sailed round the world in the Austrian frigate Novara, has 
made us well acquainted with the nature of the rocks and the 
usefulness of the fossils found around Auckland, my friend Dr. 
Hector (with whose merits this Society is so well acquainted, 
through his admirable labours as the senior scientific officer of - 
Palliser's expedition in North America) is now the geologist, 
geogmpher, and naturalist of the thriving Scottish colony of Chiago, 
in the southernmost of the New Zealand islands. 

80 carnest, indeed, are the colonists of New Zealand to obtain. a 
scientific insight into the nature of their rocks, that applications - 
have recently been made to Sir R. Murchison to secure the services 





of a competent person to conduct a geological survey of the newly- 
: AFEICA.® 


Tt is long since tidings have reached us from either of our two 
“medallists, Livingstone and Speko, in whose explorations our Society 
takes especial interest, both from the brillianey of their former 
achievements and the importance of their present undertakings. 
Just before the anniversary of 1861 we heard of Livingstone’s de- 
parture from the Yambesi, in his small steamer, to examine the 
‘Rovuma River and ascertain whether any basis existed for the often- 
expressed beliof that that river would afford a convenient and a 








neutral highway to the vast regions of the Niassa, independent of 
the complications of Portuguese territorial claims. The result of 
his examination reached us shortly afterwards: it was far from 
_ satisfactory. His steamer of light dranght was unable to ascend 
the Rovuma for more than a few miles, before it became necessary 
to return hastily, else she would havo been left grounded by the 
falling waters until the ensuing rainy season. Livingstone thon 
revisited the Zambesi and established the members of the University 
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mission inthe healthiest quarters he could find near the banks of 
the Shiré. | 

We have heard nothing whatever of Speke sinte our last anni- 
versary, except a fragment of news which is exceedingly satie- 
factory, though it left him at a stage and a date little removed from 
where he last wrote tous, It will be remembered that he had then 
deseribed himself in trouble, The desert of Ugogo was peculiarly 
parched in 1861; he and the natives had difficulty in obtaming 
food, and a large number of his porters had deserted and left him. 
We have since learnt, through a native merchant who had inter- 
changed a few passing words with him, that Speke was accompanied 
by a fresh body of porters, that he had extricated himself from the 
desert of Ugogo, and was travelling rapidly and in excellent force 
on the way to Unianyembe, Ned 

_ Provisions will not fail him if he emerges this summer at Gonda- 
koro on the White Nile, for by aid of the funds liberally subscribed 
* fortherance, boats laden with grain were despatched by that gentle- 
man, under a proper escort, from Khartum up the White Nile, early 
in this year. 

The present condition of the White Nile is such as to grieve 
deeply those who believe commerce to be the most effectual agent 
in civilizing Africa, Fifteen years ago the natives along its shores 
were mostly inoffensive and hospitable to travellers; but the stream 
of trade that has yearly passed ulong it, uncontrolled by any moral 
‘upervision, and mostly in the hands of reckless adventurers and 
Jnwless crows, has driven the numerous tribes along its banks into 
‘go general and deep an hostility agninst strangers, that the White 
Nile cannot now be ascended except by an armed force of consider- 

able magnitude. , 

The hopes we entertained last year of an increased knowledge of 
‘the Upper White Nile, through the independent labours of M. Lejean 
and Dr. Peney, have failed us, owing to the illness and return af the 
former gentleman and the premature death of the latter. Dr, Peney 
westwards from Gondakoro for 60 miles, and there apparently struck 
the penultimate stage of Petherick’s former expedition. If thi ‘be 

the case—and the identity of the names of the places and. tribes 
mons rectification becomes necessary in tho estimated extent and 
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direction of Petherick’s itinerary, Peney also travelled above Gron- 
dakoro, through tho cataracts, to nearly the furthest point of which 
we have even a rumour, and he places his goal at about one degree 
south of Gondakoro, and on absolutely the same meridian. 4 
‘The determination of the altitude and mowy summit of Kili- 
manjaro, by the Baron von der Decken and his geological associate 
Mr. Thornton, has gladdened African geographers, who felt it was 
little creditable to their science that so interesting a subject should 
remain year after year open to question. It is a pleasure to find 
that the wanderings of missionaries, solely in the pursuit of their 
calling, should have led them here, as it has often done elsewhere, 
to be the first discoverers of new lands and pioneers to more accurate 

An elaborate report on the dominions of Zanzibar, by Lient.- 
Colonel Rigby, has been published in the Selections from the Records 
of the Bombay Government. It appears from subsequent accounts 
that the condition of that island has lately fallen into a very dis- 
turbed state. 

On the coast of Africa opposite to Kilimanjaro, Captain Burton, 
our ever active medallist and now H.M. Consul at Fernando Po, 

has materially contributed to a survey of the large crecks and river- 
mouths which form a characteristic feature of those shores, and in 
the knowledge of which we are unduly deficient, Wo hear also of 
his ascent of the lofty Cameroon Mountain, and shall doubtless 
receive from him a detailed account of that extinct voleano, which 
in its origin, latitude, and proximity to the sea, as well as by its 
prominence, holds a position on the West Coast curiously ocorre- 
sponding to that of Kilimanjaro on the East of Africa. 

The French have exerted themselves with energy in reconnoitring 
the tributaries of the great bay or estuary of the Gaboon, all of 
whieh take their rise in the flanks of the neighbouring mountain 
chain through which the Ogobai, familiar to us by the writings of 
Du Chailln, bursts its way, in its course from a more distant interior. 

Numerous explorations have beon mado in Senegambia and in the 
North-Western Sahara. The travels of Boo Moghiad are perhaps 
the most important. He left St. Louis on the Senegal, and passe 
to Mogador, on the coast of Maroceo, Lambert's journey to Timbo 
is also of great interest. Duveyrier has returned to Algiers with 
large stores of information gathered in the Sahara, which he is pre- 
paring for publication, and which African geographers await with 
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keen interest. Wo are sorry to hear that that energetic young 
traveller is suffering very severely from the effect of his ‘many 
journeys. 

Heuglin's expedition in search of information bearing on Vogel's 
fate, in Wadai, has made some advance in his necessarily circuitous 
route. He landed at Massowa and spent some months in Abyssimin,, 
awaiting the favourable season for onward travel. lis researches in 
that country have been original and minute, especially with rega d 
to the geology and hypsometry of its northern borderland. 

Our medallist Barth is engaged in the publication of a work of 
paramount importance to African ethnologists, namely, an elaborate. 
collection of vocabularies of the. tribes of Central Africa. It is 
mainly from a comparison of dialects that we may hope to unravel 
some portion of the mutnal relations and carly history of the various 
races which inhabit that large portion of the earth's surface, and we. 
rejoice that the present work has been undertaken by so accomplished. 
a philologist and geographer. ‘ 

Finally, large maps of Africa are in progress of publication, the 
one by Dr, Petermann, in his comprehensive * Mittheilungen,’ and 
the other by Mr. Ravenstein, in England." 
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The relation of the Society to the wide mnge of science which 
it cultivates may be referred to with satisfaction. Through its 
influence, or by its Associates, it may be identified with most of the 
enterprises which enlarge the knowledge of the nore remote regions 
or add to the dotaila of those more intimately known. Although 
the progress of geography—a science which has been the growth of | 
so many ages—can be but imperfectly estimated by the brief retro- 
spect of the limited period to which this notice must be confined, 
still the past two years have been marked by some very important 
acocssions to our knowledge. 
Jt might perhaps be inferred that the industry of modern tra- 










® Since the Anniversary Meeting, intelligence has been received of Dr. Laying. 
stone's navigation of the west coast of the Nyassa (in sn open boat) ; 3 “ 
lat. 11° 20; during the whole of which distance (200 miles) ites width appeared 
never to ed €0 miles, no | oriver was seen to flow into it, and no certain 
account was obtuirinble of its northern termination, It lay between highlands ; 
its waters were of great , and continually and da sly stormy. The 


sane mail informed os of t deaths, from fever, of 
another important member of the University mission. 
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vellors, so well and so persistently carried on, would have left to 
these later times but few regions unexplored, or features to be 
noticed in primary discovery; but the late Transactions of our 
than has been revealed, and that our motto “Ob terras reclusaa,” 
will still apply almost as justly to the countries close around us.os 
to the still unknown mysteries of Africa or Australia. Tho Inst 
volumes of our Transactions publish the details of primary dis- 
covery and exploration more extensive and important, of countries 
ibsolutely unknown before, than those contained in the first, when 
the true course of the then mysterious Niger, or the earliest 
journeys into the interior of Australia, were described. 

There is one evidence of the appreciation of the Society and its 
usefulness in the unbroken chain of travellers and labourers which 
.are and have been connected with it; those of later times being 
often the friends, pupils, or associates of those who first enriched 
its volumes with the results of their enterprise, and whose works 
may be traced continuously from its origin to those which I shall 
briefly allude to presently. The Annual Addresses of former Pre- 
sidents will show how large a share has been taken in the progress 
eesti by the Royal Geographical Society since its foun- 


Ecuore.—In Europe the work of general research into the minute 
details of geography is far too great for individual labour, and the 
Addresses of your Presidents will show what great undertakings are 
carried on by various Governments; but that there is room for per- 
sonal enterprise is shown by the communications of our well-known 
Associates Capt. Sherard Osborne, Capt. Spratt, and Major Stokes, 
of Switzerland, which have been in progress for half a century. 
Profess Holst, of Christiania, has alao given an account, as 
from the. Norse for us by our Secretary, Dr. Norton Shaw, of the 
important and excellent surveys in Norway, which have been 
proceeding since the year 1779, a period at the dawn of geodetical 
Sctlence. 

We have an interesting account of a portion of the Caucasus, the 
country of the Lesghi tribes of Hilly Daghestan, by the Baron de 
Bode, son of our deceased Associate, This communication, and a 











more widely extended dissertation on the Caucasus generally, by 
Captain D, Cameron, y.n¢.s., draws attention to an enchanting 
country and a most interesting people, or mther variety of races. 
As a region for tourists, the Cancasus would seem to present attmo- 
tions and novelties far exceeding those met with on most beaten 
tracks, 

Iceland was visited by the expedition which, under, Capt. Allen 
Young, examined into the geographical. positions for the proposed 
Atlantic telegraph by the northern route; and our excellent Asso- 
cinte and Medallist, Dr, Rae, has given us a graphic account of his 
crossing this interesting island. 

Asta has afforded a large field for the enterprise of those of our 
Associates who have penctrated into its less known regions recently 
laid open to us by political events. 

“The most important of these is the navigation and survey of 
the'npper portion of that great river which is the pride of China, 
the Yang-teze-Kiang. In a late volume of the Joumal an aocount 
is given by our Associate, Mr. Laurencve Oliphant, the Secret 
the Embassy, of the ascent of the river to Han-kow, 623 nila abib 
its mouth. ‘To this expedition was also attached Capt, Sherard 
Osborne, who, in the Arctic regions, in the Black Sea and else- 
where, has done such good service to geography. Another Arctic 
officer, Mr. Court, who, under Sir B. M‘Clure, performed the North- 
West Passage, also aided in this good work. Mr. Blackney’s name 
mst also be associated in this expedition, as having given us an 
Gxvellent acount of his observations. it will amare 
ied tn "wenn int lark Tictinitidt weheiscterahta veut Cidaaa 
with our eminent Fellow, Lord Elgin. 

It must be a subject of gratification to the Society that the 
farther exploration of this mighty and important river should have 
been executed through the personal zeal of our Associates, who 
have just received the highest mark of our pigeons See 
like the officers of the preceding expedition, have won laurels in 
very different quarters of the globe. This topic is alluded. toin 
another sy Saedhenetennient but it is difficult to overrate the 
importance of these communications, either in a commercial senke- 

or in 1 relation to our future intercourse with that industrious and 
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Si-Kiang; and he has given us an account of the country through 
which the ships passed for 75 miles, and of the capabilities of the 
river for commercial purposes. This and the interesting commu- 
nications of Capt. Sprye, and our Associate Dr. M‘Cosh, on tho 
countrics on the west frontier of China, have been alluded to in a 
previous Address. 

It is to be regretted that political circumstances prevented the 
expedition under Capt. Smyth, accompanied by Lieut. Jackson, 
Dr. Stewart, &e., from proceeding into Chinese Tartary last year. 
When our relations with China shall have attained a more firm 
basis, this important subject may be renewed, and will assuredly 
have again, os in the first case, tho support and countenance of the 
Society. 

Lieut. Oliver, &.4., has sent us some notes on the country west 
of Canton—anoither addition to our knowledge of this hitherto 
almost hidden country, which has been directed to be published in 
our Proceedings. 

Tn an adjacent region we have had some interesting matter com- 
municated by the late M, Mouhot, on Cambodia, where he had 
been resident for some years; and Mr. Edw. O'Riley has sent some 
notes on a tour through the Shan States. The communications of 
Mr. D. O. King of his journeys to the south-east of Bangkok, alluded 
to in a former Address, and the notes on the same country, collected 





by our Associate Mr. Jas. Campbell, demonstrate how busy is the 


spirit of inquiry respecting these countries, which have remained 
almost entirely closed to Europeans till recent times, 

Foremost in the research stands our indefatigable Corresponding 
Associate and Medallist Sir Robert H. Schomburgk, busy in the 
acquisition of information, and active in travelling through this 
hitherto little visited country and enervating climate. He has 
forwarded us several memoirs on the country of Siam, in which he 
represents the British Government: one on a boat-voyage to the 
town of Pecha-buri, and many particulars of a region which we only 
knew from vague conjecture or crude delineation. His Report on 
the trade and resources of this country are of high interest. *An- 
other of these communications was an account of a pajnful journey 
he had accomplished wp the great river Menam, and ance on thé 
backs of elephants to Moulmein, in our own possessions ot 
Bay of Bengal. It is thirty years sineo he gained his first reputa- 
tion in the Transactions of the Royal Geographical Society, by his 
survey of Ancgnda in the West Indios, and twenty-three years 
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since he received its Medal for his extensive and excellent researches 
in British Guiana and neighbouring countries. These are so well 
remembered that they.need only be adverted to here to associate 
his earlier adventures with the later communications which we 
have welcomed. yl 

In Jaras the Society and our Associates have taken a deep and 
active interest, and have zealously endeavoured to advance our 
knowledge of this important country, It will be sufficient here to 
allude to the Papers sent by our Associate Mr. Rutherford Alcock, 
Her Majesty's envoy to that country. His accounts of his journeys 
into the interior, and of his ascent of their sacred mountain Fusi- 
yama, form an epoch in geographical progress. 

Another narrative is also most interesting, that of the journeys 
of Mr. Pemberton Hodgson into the interior of the untravelled and 
uncivilized island of Yeso. The discussions which ensued on these 
Papers, and the remarks of Mr, Laurence Oliphant, Sir Frederick 
Nicholson, Mr, Wylie, and others, must be of great interest to those 
who have watched the early stages of our intercourse with the 
Japanese. One fact of importance, often repeated by geographers, 
is manifest by the experience of Mr, Hodgson in these several 
journeys. Although unarmed, and accompanied by ladies, he 
travelled safely amid the demi-savage inhabitants, who had never 
befure seen a European, without the slightest obstruction, and 
receiving perfect courtesy and hospitality. ‘This fact, which may 
be also gathered from the experience of many in all parts of the 
world, teaches a lesson to those who first meet with untutored men, 
that they should be treated with that consideration, the want of 
quently bestowed upon what is retaliation. 

Political events have placed another country prominently before 
the geographical world, The great river Amur has been found to 
be one of the most important rivers of Northern Asia, as by it the 
vast and isolated central steppes of Mongolia can be readily ap- 
proached by water-conveyance; and it is even stated that, with « 
very small amount of road and canal, the traffic could easily bo 
carried on from the Pacific to the Baltic. The Addresses, of Sir 
surveyors have done to elucidate the geography of this region, and 
features at a glance, ) 

In tho last published volume of our Transactions we have o 
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further accession to Asintic geography, viz., a translation of the narra- 
tive and account of a Journey to the Tian-Shan, or Celestial Moun- 
tains, in Russian Tartary, by P,P. Semenoff, which was undertaken 
under the auspices of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, 
M. Semenoff was the first European who visited (in 1857) this 
Gigantic range—one of the four which traverse Asia in a parallel 
direction, only two of which have been explored, the Himalayas 
from the south, and the Altai from the north, Another translated 
Memoir on the same country is also given, by M. A. Golubef, who 
has travelled on the Chinese frontier, 

_ There are two Papers on the beautiful valley of Kashmir by our 
Associates, Mr. W. H. Purdon, cx., and Capt. H. H. Austen, In 
addition to a deseription of the physical features of this interesting 
country, they give a farther account of that most remarkable and 
important work, the Trigonometrical Survey of India, as carried 
over it. In former Addresses and Memoirs this immense under- 
taking, carried on by the East India Company, first under Colonel 
Jambton, and then under the control of our respected Associates 
Sir George Everest till 1843, and Sir A. 8, Waugh, has been dilated 
on. In these Papers the services rendered to science, and to goo- 





graphy in particular, by Capt. T. G. Montgomerie, are stated. The 


refined operations of a survey of this order, carried over a peaceful 
and accessible country, possess none of the interest or romance 
with which these great Indian observations are invested. In the 
triangulation and survey of Kashmir the officers met with rent 
difficulties; much of the service was carried on during the ETeat 
Indian mutiny, surrounded by hostile people, and amid physical 
difficulties never before encountered in such a manner, Tho whole 
history of the vast survey of Northern India may be cited as a fine 
testimonial of the progress of primary exploration. 

Of the large and almost unknown island of New Guinea we have 
had some account from our Associate Mr. A. Russell Wallace, for 
some time its sale European inhabitant, Mr. Wallace's zeal in the 
cause of science is well known, and his accessions to our knowledge 
of the natural history of this vast island have bean shown in other 
places, 

Mr. Spenser St. John, F.n.¢.s,, now in Haiti, has given us a most 
valuable account of the north-west coast of Borneo, where he was 


Consul-General—a further accession to our knowledge of the country. 


first developed by our Associate Sir James Brooke. 
The itineraries of Captain Claude Clerk, ¥.t.6.s., in Persia, in 


bad 
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1957-0, will be read with interest, affording valuable materials to 
the geographer. Captain Clerk deseribes his journeys between 
Tohran and Herat in the North, and Tehran anil Bushire in 
Western Persia. | 

Proceeding to another part, we have a graphio and excellent 
account of the Andaman Islands, in the Bay of Bengal, by our 
Associate Dr, Mouat. This little group and its curious inhabitants 
seem to have been scarcely visited, though much in the way of 
commerce, till it was chosen as the place of exile for some of the 
Indian mutineers, 

Sir Henry Rawlinson, who, twenty-three years since, received 
the Medal of the Royal Geographical Society as a comparative 
geographer of the highest order, and who, since his first recogni- 
tion by this Society, has laboured #o intensely, and with such 
admirable results, has advocated in our pages a most important 
proposal for connecting by electric telegraph our Indian possessions 
with this country. The route proposed is by way of Constantinople 
and the Euphrates, and thence through Persia, &c., to Kurrichee, 
The Ottoman Government has constructed the line as far as Bus- 
sorah, a route advocated in the early days of this Society by our 
respected Associate and Medallist General Chesney, as the readiest 
way to India for an overland transit. Although the progress of 
ocean steam-navigation has altered the relations which then existed, 
it ia gratifying to know that the views endorsed by the Bociety 
have been so far recognised now as to form the basia for the 





modern system of telegraphic connexion, The discussion which 


ensued on Sir HH. Rawlinson’s proposition demonstrates that it was 
one of the highest geographical and national importance. . 
Arnica has engrossed a large share of the attention of the Royal 
Geographical Society. From the time that the Society's firat 
Medal was awarded to Richard Lander, thirty-one years since, for 
solving the great problem of the course of the Niger, to the present 
moment, when we are looking for the consummation of its en- 


deavours to olucidate that other ancient enigma, the true sources: 


of the Nile, the Society has been more or less oceupied with obtain- 


ing information of the physical and moral condition of this great 


continent and ita people. ’ 
At the first period above named, our maps of Africa exhibited 
- its interior a nearly one universal blank, or with only the vague 
surmises of crude speculation, Now the geography of inner*Africa 
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are an index to the progress of discovery, which has been gradually 
displacing the imaginary arid desert by the well-watered ond fertile 
country, or the supposed tenantless solitude with busy and popu- 
lous tribes. 

Tt is needless to advert to the early travels of Dr. Livingstone 
across the continent. The relation of the Geographical Society to 
that great traveller, and the wonderful successes due to his in- 
domitable courage and untiring energy, must ever be a subject of 

The Society has for many years most zealously advanced those 
attempts to resolve the great geographical problem of the true 
sources of the White Nile: and all are now looking with great 
interest for tidings of the expedition under our Medallist Captain 
Speke and his companion Captain Grant, in the confident hope 
that the experience its leader gained when associated with Captain 
Burton in the Somali country, and in the journeys-to the great 
African lakes, will enable him to complete successfully what 
was then commenced, and definitively set at rest that question of 
so Many ages’ standing. It is needless now to speculate as to any 
eonnexion there may or may not be between the head-waters of the 
Nile and the Victoria Nyanza, which he visited in July, 1858, as 
this will all be determined, it is believed, when we hear of the 
traveller's further progress. This topic ia elsewhere adverted to, 
as is the expedition of Consul Petherick, who also travels under the 
auspices of the Society to the aid of Captains Speke and Grant. 
We look hopefully that before the next session we may welcome 
these gallant men on their suocessful return. 

A brief account has been received from Mr. Richard Thornton, of 
an expedition to the great volcano Kilimanjaro, which has been 
thought to have some connexion with the physical geography of 
the Nile basin. Mr. Thornton was at first connected as geologist to 
Dr. Livingstone's expedition, but afterwards joined the Baron von 
der Decken, a Hanoverian gentleman, to the mountain. This 
journey is of importance; for while it fully confirms the accounts of 
the missionaries given in our former Proceedings, it has the addi- 
tional claim of survey and geological observation. Being an iso- 
lated volcanic cone, Kilimanjaro does not form part of that great 
easter meridional axis which was so wel] argued upon by Sir 
Roderick Murchison in former years, and which has been reasoned 
on by some as the Mountains of the Moon of ancient geographers, 

The Baron and his associate did not reach this great division be- 
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tween the Eastern and Western waters, and therefore the Nile 
question, probably, is not affected by the result of their journey. 

Dr. Livingstone’s proceedings are noticed in another part of this 
Address: a brief allusion to them here will therefore suffice. His 
visit to the Victoria Falleof the great river Zambesi, and his farther 
observations on this important river, are of great interest. Connected 
also with his operations is the exploration of the river Shiré and 
the great Lake Shirwa. The more exact knowledge thus placed 
before us, instead of the imperfect accounts given by the Portuguesa 
of former years, are of great importance in the future conduct of 
commercial or other relations with these regions. In the progress 
of this expedition an important part has been taken by Mr. 
Thomas Baines, well known as the artist of the North Australian 
expedition, and also in Kaffraria. Mr. Charles Livingstone, Dr. 
Kirk, the botanist of the expedition, and Mr. May, our Associate, 
have well seconded their leader in examining and reporting on the 
country. The examination of the Rovuma River, although not 
deciding whether it is the outlet of one of the chain of the East 
African lakes, is of importance. 

The geography of Eastern Africa has thus assumed an entirely 
new aspect within a very brief period. The exact knowledge we 
now possess contrasts in every way with the chaos of opinion and 
imperfect observation which before these expeditions were organised 
wore our only guides. Although much may be required before we 


can have « perfect and accurate geographical picture of Eastern or 


Central Africa, yet the data thus lnid down will be the foundation 
of that which will be subsequently acquired. The representations 
we now have demonstrate how imperatively nocessary it is that 
astronomical observation should be connected with the necessarily 
vague estimates of a traveller over an unknown country. 
_ On the shores of Western tropical Africa, our indefatigable 
medallist, Captain Richard Burton, is active in the acquisition 
of information concerning the country where he represents Her 
Majesty's Government. The accounts of his visits to various places 
in the Bights of Benin and Binfra will be read with much interest, 
and there is no doubt but that his varied talent and extensive know- 
ledge will accumulate much valuable information on these countries. 
He ascended and surveyed the Ogun or Abeoktta River, in  com- 
pany with Captain Bedingtie ur . | 
to us in connexion with his éctetnidaticte of! the Congo, and as one 
of Dr. Livingstonoe’s expedition. 
Dr. Laikie, &.8., our Associate, who has been long on the Niger 
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and Chadda rivers, endeavouring to establish a commanding posi- 
4 tion for England in Central Africa, has written hopefully of his 
prospects, should his expedition be retained. Intelligence has just 
arrived that the Sunieam has ascended the river for 600 miles. 

Another communication records the proceedings of Commander 
Dolben, r.t.¢.8., during his ascent of the river Volta for 120 miles 
for the first time by white men.* 

With the increasing importance of the commerce of the Gold Coast 
and Western Africa generally, these narratives acquire additional 
interest, and inspire the hope that a more intimate acquaintance 
with the physical condition of these countries will lead toa beneficial 
intercourse with the people who have so long been debased by the 
_ Norra Awentca.—For many years, as is well known, the Geo- 
graphical Society took a most active part in the promotion of Arctio 
discovery, during the progress of which nearly the whole of the 
northern limits of America was accurately surveyed ; and it is this 
service that developed the energies and skill of so many excellent 
officers, whose geographical labours have been so freqnently men- 
tioned in this and many previous Addresses, and are distributed 
thronghout the pages of our Transactions. - 

During the period of these searching expeditions, one portion of 
the British dominions, now famous as Gritish Columbia, was almost 
less known and visited than these icy and remote regions; and the 
explorations and surveys of our medallist Captain Palliser, with his 
coadjntors, Captain Blakiston, Dr. Hector, and Mr. Sullivan, which 
have been treated of recently in former Addresses, have proved of 
immense service. The sudden interest with which the gold dis- 
covery has invested this country has given a high value to these ox- 
plorations, which the Geographical Society so earnestly forwarded. 

In the early days of the colonization of a country all exact in- 
formation is of the utmost importance, and the reports of our Asso- 
ciate, Commander Mayne, 2.x., of Lientenant Palmer, n.x., of Mr. 
Justice Pegbie, Mr. Downie, and others, as given in the Journal, 
must render great service, Captain R. W. Torrens has also given 
us on account of his ascent of the Nass River for 116 miles above 
Fort Simpson, near the borders of Russian America, and of the evi- 
dences of the existence of gold that were found in this novel journey. 
Our lamented Associate, Captain Grant, has sent further notes on 
Vancouver Island and its capabilities, 


" For the interesting explorations of M. Du Chaitta, vol, 2X. uf the 
Journal of the Ho yal Geographical Society, page claxsx, &e, ux 
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On Central America we have had a paper on the republic of Nica- 
ragua, by Vice-Consnl G. RE. Perry, and another from our Associate 
Captain Bedford ‘Fim, proposing a new irangit-route across the 
American Isthmus throngh the lake of Nicaragua, 

In South America our Associate Mr. Clements Markham, while 
engaged in the collection of the cinchona-plant among the moun- 
tains of Peru, which were to be transferred to the Himalayas for 
cultivation in our Indian possessions, has gathered much geographical 
information respecting the head-waters of the Purns, or Madre de 
Dios, one of the great affluenta of the mighty Amazon, and also of 
the geography of the province of Caravaya, in Southern Peru. 

From this same region we have a very curious narrative and 
Ulustration of a portion of the country to the south-east of Quito, 
sent us by Mr, KR. Spruce, accompanied by his own remarks on the 
same region of the Quitonian Andes. Dr. Jameson, of the University 
of Quito, has given us an account of an excursion from that city to 
the Mountain Cayambe, lying on the Equator. 

Avsrratia.—The progress of Australia forms a very important 
chapter in the history of man. The rapidity with which exploration 
has been followed by colonization is remarkable. Almost all dia- 

covery nade in this vast country may be said to have been made in 
connexion with the extension of its pastoral and commercial capa- 
bilities. The many explorations which the Society has encouraged 
and recorded since its establishment, have added a new world to tha 
uses of civilised man, The first paper in its Transactions relates to 





the infant days of the Western colony, and its first volumes record — 


the earliest discoveries of Sturt, Cunningham, and other travellers, 
who pushed over the boundaries of its limited Eastern settlements, 
How soon these important discoveries were utilized, is familiar 
to us all; and im later days, since Eyre and Sturt, our worthy 
Medallists, first attempted to traverse the continent from south to 
north, the benefits which have accrued from their enterprise have 
well justified the awards of the Society, In the last volume of tho 
Journal is an account of the ascent of the Murray and Darling Rivers, 
by Mr. Randell, in a steam-boat. This fact, and the account of the 
settlomenia on the courses of these rivera, is an comple tae 
importance of these primary explorations. 

But the Transactions SE ie lasbsdbpro: spats ere 
importance or interest to those adventures detailed in the earliest 
volumes of the Society, at a period when the whole continent of 
Australia was a field for vague conjectare, In another part of this 
Address the wondrons journeys of Borke and Wills, an4 of MeDonall 








Stuart, are dilated on, and which, judging from the past, are destined 
to have as great an influence on the future of Australia as thoeo of 
our carly Medallists. 

While thus recounting the travels in the Eastern portion of 
Australia, we cannot forget the claims of that family of Gregorys 
who have so advanced our knowledge of the Western part by their 
admirable exploring capabilities. Their merits have been fully 
explained in former Addresses, and the last journey of Mr. Frank 
Gregory will stand foremost in the ranks of discovery. These topics 
have been alluded to previously. 

Besides those above, a long array of names may be cited as having 
added to our knowledge of Australia in the pages of our Transac- 
tions. Among these we have recently those of Wilson, Landor, 
Chimmo, Freeling, Hack, Flood, Babbage, Warburton, Sinclair, 
MacDonnell, Selwyn, Dempster, Dalrymple, &c. &ce. The actual 
social benefit which has been and will be derived from their 
observations must be very highly estimated. 

' We have had recently a very excellent account of the Fiji 
Islands, in the Pacific Ocean, by Mr, Bensusan, long a resident there, 
and by Dr. Ph. Berthold Seemann, whose long experience as a 
“naturalist has added much to our knowledge of this beautiful group, 
as well as of the other countries he has visited. Though there 
may be a difference of opinion as to the propriety of our colonising 
the Archipelago, there can be none as to the beauty and interest 
which belong to the islands themselves, 

The Ocean has received some share of attention from our Asso- 
‘eiates. There are many features of marine physics which are still 

ery obscure, notwithstanding the great accumulation of indepen- 
dent observation which has been collected. ‘The depth, the move- 
ments, the constitution of the ocean, are cach the subject of 
controversy, and in each branch of inquiry there is ample field for 
individual enterprise. 
» During the expedition undertaken for ascertaining the practi- 
cability of a northern route for an Atlantic telegraph-cable, the 
sounding-voyage in the Bulldog, under our Medallist, Sir F. Leopold 
M‘Clintock, of Arctic celebrity, has given us probably more exact 
data on the depth of the ocean than has been before obtained. We 
have now accounts of about 260 of these experiments in the North 
Atlantic, by which the depth has been stated at from one to four of 
seven miles, But many, nay most of these soundings, are open to 
very great doubt, and we have yet much to learn as to the depth of 
the ocean. [In the voyage of the Bulldg, besides the actual evi- 
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dence of depth given by bringing up the bottom in most cases, there 
were some new facta elicited, which, while they overturn much 
previous speculation, create a desire for a great extension of the 
inquiry. The fact of a live star-fish and a worm brought up from 
enormous depths (14 mile), would not have been thonght possible 
prior to its being demonstrated. Another singular feature is that 
the specimens of mud brought up in these high northern latitudes, 
consisting almost exclusively of minute organisms, alice, primci- 
pally foraminifera, globigerina, d&c., are almost identical with those 
obtained by the United States officers, Lieut. Craven, U4N., de. 
from great depths within the tropics, beneath the tepid waters of 
the Gulfstream. ‘This demonstrates that there must be a similar 
water-climate at each of these distant regions. Therefore the 
theory that there is neither light, heat, nor physical conditions 
necessary to support animal life at these enormous depths may be 
abandoned, and, while it overturns all this, it opens up a new and 
vast field for observation and speculation as to the actual comati- 
tution and influence which the ocean bears upon the great economy 
of nature. , 

Mr. Hopkins, a name well known to meteorologists, has given us 
a Paper on the conditions of the ocean and other topics relating to 
the North Pole. 

Our Associate Captain Irminger, of the Royal Danish Navy, has 
given us a very interesting dissertation on the ocean currentsin 
the vicinity of looland, which brings forward several new features, 
"Another important ocean topic has been also added to by the 
observations of Lieut. Heathcote, 1.x., F.2.0.5, on the difficult and 
complex system of currents in the Bay of Bengal. ‘These are 
directly applicable to nautical purposes, and are of much value, 

In this summary of the special application of geographical enter- 
prise which it has been the sphere of the Royal Geographical Society 
to disseminate during the last two years, much is necessarily omitted = 
for want of space, They are special ox compared with the great 
extent of inquiry open to geographers. In the more extended senso 
of general geography, we may notice a paper by that emineni  — 
physical geographer, our ‘Corresponding Member, Captain MF. = 
Maury, on the Southern Ooean and the Antarctic Pole. In mathe | 
matical geography Colonel Sir Henry James has desoribed his new 
projection alluded to in a former Address, and Sir John Hersch 
has given us another communication on a similar su ject. One 
of our Honorary Secretaries, Mr. Spotti«woode, has brought mathe- 
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matical investigation to bear on tho probable conditions of moun- 
tain ranges, and has given us another paper on a method of obtaining 
longitudes from the moon's greatest altitude, 

_ Much more might be said as to the influence of the Society in the 
acquisition and future dissemination of geographical knowledge 
through the wide-spread influence of its numerous Members, of the 
cordiality existing among us, and of the many causes to which we 
may attribute the present prosperity of the Society. 


Having now concluded the Report which the contributions of 
Yarious distinguished geographers have enabled me to lay before 
the Society, I may be allowed, perhaps, to say a few words on my 
own behalf. 

‘This is my second year of office. Allow me, then, before I leave 
the chair, to thank you for the considerate kindness with which 
you have dealt with my frequent absences, my many shortcomings. 
I resign my office—for I have no doubt of his election—to Sir 
Roderick, I. Murchison, one whom you have long known, whose 


_ knowledge and skill and conciliatory power you have long learned 


i 


to appreciate, Ifthe Society has increased under me, it has been 


owing to his advice, and that of the able Council with which 
you surrounded me, It is to their zeal and efficiency, assisted by 
our excellent Secretary, Dr. Shaw, that wo are indebted for our 
growing importance as a public body. 

We have, in fact, become a public department, if that appellation 
is to be assigned rather to the amount of service rendered than to 
the cost incurred. We collect, revise, digest, and amplify all the 
@eegraphical information supplied to the various public offices, and 
communicated to us. We keep it ready for their use, and for tho 
use of the merchant, manufacturer, and colonist. We organise and 
direct missions of discovery, fitted out for public objects at the 
public expense. We have no members of our body hanging on, ina 


state of apathy and indifference, for the sake of salary or superan- : 


nuation. The Council is ever young in zeal and energy, if not in 
years. Whatever is done, is done as a labour of love, with the 
enthusiasm of votaries. Add to this that the subjects we treat of 
are of universal interest, and universal application. They appeal to 
all our sympathies, whether of the present, the future, or the past. 
Such a Society, so conducted, and so supported, can never fail. 


_— 
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I. — Notes on the Yang-tsze-Kiang, from Han-how to Ping-shan. 
By Lieut.-Col. Henry Awprew SAret, F.n.G.8., 17th Lancers. 


Heed, November 11, 1861. 


Am expedition, consisting of the undermentioned officers, left 

on the 11th February, 1861. They were allowed by 
Admiral Sir James Hope to accompany the naval expedition under 
his command as far as Yo-chow, from which place they proceeded 
in native boats. The original intention was to penetrate through 
the province of Sz’chuan to Lassa, and thence to cross the Himalaya 
Mountains to the plains of India. As will be seen, the unsettled 
ao of the country in the West prevented the carrying out of this 


The party was composed as follows :—Lieut-Col. Sarel, 17th 
Lancers, F.2.G.8.; Ca ut, Blakiston, B.A F.RGS& ; Dr. Barton, 
F.R.G.8.:; Rev. S, schereschewsky, American Mission: ; inter- 
preter; four Sikhs of the 11th Punjab Infantry ; and four Chinese 
attendants. 
The notes commence from the time of RS. Han-kow, the river 
below that port having been surveyed and reported on. 
From Yo-chow to I ing-shan the river has been carefully surveyed 
by Capt. Blakiston. 
Specimens of ieee Oey; ferns, and insects have been collected 
and forwarded to Englan 
Tbe country above Han-kow is flat, large tracts on both banks 
‘flooded in March ; but a low range of hills crosses the river 
y above the junction of the Han with the Yang-tsze. About 
10 miles above Hankon, on the left bank, are some om grassy 
hills, admirably suited for the encampment ofa large body of troop 
the situation ts dry and airy, with the river close at hand and ; 
ereek running into the country. Ten miles higher up, two hills, 
called Ta-kin-shan or the Great, and Sian-kin-shan or the Little, 
Golden Hill, are passed on the left hank, the little hill being the 
larger; near these are hills.on both tag ow ange the country 
mi W ranges | 4 visible at 
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some distance inland, The river here averages a mile in width. 
Numbers of trading junks were seen on their way between Hu-nan 
‘and Han-kow vid the pUpgstine Jake. Most of the boats come 
from Hiang-tang and Sun-chu (fu) in Hu-nan, and some few from 
Chung-king in By chuan. Some boats, roughly constructed (their 
top axles being of deal planks, unplaned and unvarnished, furnished 
with matting sails), hore Sone rom Pow-king (fu), a town in the 
interior of Finan, When these boats reach Han-kow, after dis- 
charging their cargo, they are broken up and sold for the wood. 
umerous timber-rafts are also brought down the lake to the 
Yang-tsze: they are made in divisions, with huts built on them for 
their conductors, as in Russia. A division can be sold at any place 
without interfering with the rest of the raft, and the rafts being 
connected, like a train of boats, can turn the sharp bends of the 
small rivers they have to descend to the lake. i 
Lo-je-kow.— At the village of Lo-je-kow the rebels had left their 
traces; a small temple and some of the buildings were in ruins. 
These fanatical savages destroy everything they come across, their 
only idea being utterly to obliterate all traces of the Tartar govern- 
ment and to begin de nove. A few years will leave them nothing 
to govern even if they succeed in destroying the Tartar dynasty, 
which I much doubt: already many of them are said to be’ rtily 





tired of rebellion, and would doubtless return to their allegiance if 


they thought they could do so with safety to themselves; but rebels 
can expect no mercy from a Chinese government, nor have their 
actions been such as to entitle them to it. 

King-kow and Sing-ti—Between Han-kow and the entrance to 
the 'Tung-ting lake, only two places deserving the names of towns 
are passed ; the first being King-kow on the night, and the second, 
Bing-ti, on the left hank, At the latter there is some trade and a 
custom-house, whefe all the junks coming down the river pay toll. 

Some miles before reaching the entrance to the lake, the river 
narrows to about half-a-mile between two bluffs of red sandstone. 
Soon after passing them, a large rock, more than 5 feet above 
water in March, shows in midstream. ‘This is covered when the 
river rises, and would be dangerous, until sufficiently under water, 
for ships to pass over it. 

The river b tween Han-kow and Yo-chow is straight for the first 
and last parts of its course: part in the middle makes a loop 28 
miles round, the neck being only about a mile across, A canal 
cut here would be a great assistance to the navigation; the ground 
being perfectly flat and only a few feet above the river, there would 
be no difficulty in making one, and the current of the river would 
be sufficient to keep it clear. In June we passed through a narrow 

cut made by the river, finding from 4 to 10 feet of water, with a 
strong current across this neck. The reach below the lake entrance 
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is long and straight, running about north-east and south-west on 
the way from the river to Yo-chow at the outlet of the lake. A great 
number of sheep and goats with a few ponies were seen grazing 
on a low grassy flat covered in floods: these were the only sheep 
seen on the river for a distance of nearly 1500 miles, 

From Han-kow, Sir James Hope had taken a junk in tow for 
our expedition, the Coromandel and Bouncer being the only ships 
brought on*farther than that town; from Yo-chow the ships re- 
turned, and we proceeded alone. 

17th Murch, 1861.—On preparing to start we were informed 
that a canal, called the “Tai-ping” canal, connecting the Tung- 
ting lake with the Yang-tsze, would shorten our route by five days. 
We determined, however, on keeping to the river, in order to 
obtain all possible information about it. 

Kin-ho-kdw.—The river flowing from the Tung-ting lake to 
the Yang-teze-Kiang is called “ Kin-ho-kow,” or the Mouth of the 
Golden River, by which name the Yang-teze was formerly known 
below this junction, and is eo now higher up. Its position at 
the junction is, by naval dead reckoning from Han-kow, lat. 
29° 27’ 2" w., long. 112° 50° 05" z. | 

Fo-chow.—Yo-chow, standing at the entrance to the lake, is in 
the direct road of the trading boats coming from the province of 
Hu-nan. There does not a ypear to be much business done, almost 
all the trade being at rikow: The country towards the north- 
west is flat, being, in March only, a few feet above the water, and 
covered when the river is in flood: the town is in a dilapidated 
condition ; it stands on high sand cliffs well above the water. 

A short distance above the junction the banks are often 13 or 
20 feet high in the bends of the river. Opposite these banks are 

merally extensive flats of sand running far out into the stream: 
des water is always found near the steep banks. | 

lhe course of the river for — distance it lake 
is very tortuous, a whole day's travelling frequently not taking 
the junk more than 5 or 6 ice in a direct line fom the last 
anchorage. si | 

The country as far as could be seen from the river is a flat, 
growing wheat, beans, and carrots. In some extensive swamps on 
the banks osicrs were: growing. mil ei 
becomes undulating, ranges of hills appearing in the west. On the 
left bank a high and broad embankment protects the low country 
from the river floods. Before reaching Shi-show, a small walled 
town on the right bank, the river runs near some. hills, ° besa sa 
from 700 to 1500 feet in height. Three of these hills are exeetien 
marks : one we named the ae a another ore Sas 

1 1 = es Th 1a e 1 a aa 
Ears,” and the third “Boulder Hill, ae dere ‘ra 
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rock standing by itself on the side of a hill: 


About 30 miles above the lake it ‘Ss ; 
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visible at = Sree distance. Higher up the river, close to the 
town of Shi-show, two hills, called the Little and Great Temple 
hills, are distinguishable by the white buildings on them for many 
‘nil 


Shi-show.—At Shi-show, low hills of a hard red stone run down 
to the water's edge. From the top of the “ Little _— " hill, 
close to the river, a view is obtained of the town and countr 
to the south-east, and of a lake near the town, in which are small 
islands with houses and gardens, The town is surrounded by a 
weak-looking wall, and is protected on two sides by the river and 
lake: the others are commanded by low hills near the walls. 
Within the town are gardens extending over nearly half the space 
enclosed by the walls, and this is the case with every town on the 
Upper Yang-teze. Nearly all are built at the foot of a slope, the 
extent of ground enclosed having reference to what a town may 
one day become, rather than to the available number of inhabitants 

to defend such a length of wall. 

Hohia.—At Hohia, a large village on the left bank, the river 
makes a sharp bend, and narrows from an average width of L000 
yards to about 700, ‘Through the narrows the stream rushes with 

eat force against the left bank, which, when we saw it, had been 

Sesoly eut into. A fine wall of very hard limestone was in course 

of construction to protect the embankment, In crossing the narrows 

the lead gave close to the village 14 fathoms, in midstream 16, 

and 84 at 20 yards from the right bank. Above the village the 

embankment recedes from the river until, at the distance of 9 or 

10 miles up, it is fully a mile from it. The land between this and 
the river is about 15 feet higher than on its landward side. It 
appears to have been built at a time when the river ran in a dif- 
ferent bed from its present one, As the river has retired from the 
embankment to its present channel, the intervening flat has become 
gradually raised by a succession of deposits of mud brought down 

y the annual floods, while the country beyond has remained at 
its original level, A road is carried along ft top of the embank- 
ment, which is about 25 yards wide. 

_The carriage of this part of the country is a light eart, generally 
with two, sometimes with four, solid wheels: buffaloes are used for 
dranght, and small ponies for the saddle. The large-wheeled 
barrow, the same as that used in the north and in other parts of 
China, is also found here, 

_Shahsz’, or Sha-sze—About 170 miles above the junction of the 
Tung-ting lake with the Yang-tsze, is the town of Shahsz’, It is the 
first place of any importance above Yo-chow, being the port of Kin- 
chow (fu), a lange city a mile inland, Shahsz’ is built on the 
embankment on the river's left, along which it runs for about 
2 miles, or rather more. On the whole of its river-face and in 
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every creck junks, some of a large size, were moored as closely as 
they could be stowed. A mandarin gave the population as 600,000, 
but probably more than doubled it. A Orinese will give an 
answer to avoid the trouble of thinking, and information picked 
up casually cannot be relied on. 

Many West-country boats come down the river as far as Shahsz’, 
bringing sugar, pepper, salt, opium, tobacco, and hemp; taki 
back cotton and some of the goods imported from Canton, anc 
brought thus far by the Tung-ting lake and the Tai-ping canal, 
which joins the river 6 or 7 miles above, and to which, 8 Pee the 
river is high, there is a short cut opposite Shahaz’. : 

Kin-choe ( fu).—Kin-chow (fu) was said, by the above-mentioned 
mandarin, to contain 10,000 Tartara, and too many Chinese to be 
counted: travellers by land reach it in five days from Han-kow. 
‘Two thousand men from the Tartar garrison were said to have 
been sent to Hwang-chow, a town below Han-kow, which the rebels 
were reported to have taken. 

Between Yo-chow and Shahsz’ the soundings in the channel were 
never under 4 fathoms, and varied from that depth to 17, near the 
banks being seldom under 3. A continuous line of soundings could 
never be procured, our course being along shore, so that we were 
only able to get a cast in crossing from side to side. 

Tai-ping Canal.—Six or seven miles above Shahez’, the canal 
before mentioned as connecting the lake and river is passed : it is 
ealled “ Hu-du-kow” or “ Tai-ping,” more commonly the latter. 
Boats come from Yo-chow to the Yang-tsze by it in five days, but 
make no use of it on the downward voyage, there being httle or 
no stream in it. In fair weather boats go from Shahsz’ to the 
entrance to the lake near Yo-chow in a little over three days. “The 
“ee Sg canal at its junction with the river is about 100 yards 


Kiang-kow.—To the west from Kin-chow ts Kiang-kow, a 
town on the left bank, where the country becomes undulating and 
the river-banks shingly. Just below this town a large fleet of 
upwards of 200 junks was met, conveying soldiers down to oppose 
the rebels. 

Yang-chi.—Limestone is quarried and burnt and red bricks and . 
tiles made near the village of Yang-chi. From this point the 
country totally changes its character ; from an almost dead level it 
becomes undulating, hilly, and very shortly mountainous. To 
the south-west and north-west of the town of Chi-kiang is a range — 
of high mountains, called “ Shih-urh-pei" or the Hill of Seven 
Gates. Peach-trees were in blossom on the side of those nearest 
the river, while the ground between them and the water was green 


with wheat and willows. In the distance they appeared well 
wooded; but there was probably nothing but under no 
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timber having been seen brought down to the river since quitting 
the lake, sere 
Chi-kiang.—The town of Chi-kiang stands on the right bank. 
A battlemented wall runs round three sides of it—that on the 
river-aide, with a large portion of the suburbs, having been laid in 
ruins by an unusual rise of the river in 1560. The scenery im this 
part of the river is bed Sat and the change most refreching after 
the flat country below Yang-chi. : | 
Itu (hien) Chin-hiang River—lItu (hien), the next town reached, 
is also walled: it stands on the right bank at the junction of the 
river rae Raa the Yang-taze. A range of hills runs to the 
east, while to the west mountains rise to a considerable height. 
The sand-flats in the bed of the river are not so numerous as lower 
down: the banks become clayey and gravelly, while in some places 
rocks of conglomerate stand out from the shore, Soon after leaving 
Itu, the course is between vertical cliff of conglomerate, and the 
river narrows to 490 yards, from an average of 800 or O00. Heed 
and rubbish left on bushes and in crevices of the rocks show the 
rise of the river during the floods to be occasionally 60 or 70 feet 
above its level in the end of arch» .Las year : er sien 
igh. Its rise in June is probably from 40 to 50 feet higher than 
inthe cold months; this will eee near so much when it is con- 
sidered that the river is here only 50 yards more than a quarter of 
a mile in width, and at Han-kow, where it is fully a mile, the rise 
in June was ascertained to be 27 feet, the river being even then 





The hills below I-chang are immense masses of conglomerate, not 
in continued ranges, but standing sometimes singly, sometimes in 
ap two or three, and of all sorts of shapes and sizes. Some 
are flat-toy others run up into sharp peaks; some are tulti- 
vated, while others are too precipitous to hold soil, and on these a 
few stunted thorny bushes grow. In some are natural caves used 
as houses and temples; the bases of some are overbw by the 
tops, and under these, if a stream ia at hand, the inhabitants 
construct huts, merely by building a wall with a doorway from the 
ground to the rock overhead. From the highest peaks nothing 
could be seen towards. the south, south-west, and west, but confused 
masses of hills. The valleys are thinly inhabited, and the people 
we saw looked poor and aye ee eerie alarined at our 
appearance, some taking to flight. Those living near the river 
ecicead severely from the flood of last year, ma ; hed of the few 
eattle they possessed having been destroyed. This year they are 
said (apparently truly) to be suffering from want of food. Streams 
of clear water run Mecaah the valley, near which the bamboo is 
extensively cultivated: peaches, pears, cherries, peas, and beans 
were in blossom, and violets were growing in profusion, 
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The boats of the lower Yang-tsze ascend no higher than I-chang, 
and we had here to engage a boat fit for the ascent of the rapids. 
We anchored for some days off the “ Tien-chow " pagoda, a mile 
below I-chang. The occupation of the men here 1s | rincipally 
fishing, the field work being, for the most part, performed by women. 
Sturgeon (called by the natives “yellow fish”) are to be found in 
this part of the river; porpoises are in great numbers from near 
the sea until a short distance below the ra ids, when they disappear. 

I-chang al era town of I-chang (fu) stands close to the river 
on the left bank : its position, as ascertained by Capt. Blakiston, is 
lat 30° 42°30" s., long. 111° 29° 0" B. It is distant from Shang-bae 


950 geographical or about 1100 statute miles; from Han-kow it is 
366 geographical or about 420 statute miles. Steam-vessels would 
find no more difficulty between Yo-chow and I-chang than between 
Han-kow and Yo-chow. The most ensy time to ascend would be 
when the river is low, as after its rise the whole country below Shi 
show is so flooded that the banks are not visible, and some difficulty 
ioht be found in keepin to the channel. 

ost of de trading junk from Sz’chuan go no farther down the 
river than I-chang, though many go to Shahsz’, and some few to 
Han-kow. ‘This would be a very advantageous port for trading with 
the West of China, the difficulties of the navigation above bemg 
such as few owners would allow their vessels to risk; at any rate 
until something more ‘a known of the rapids, and boats of a dif- 
ferent construction to any at present in use on the Chinese waters. 
have been built. An immense number of junks were moored along 
shore when we were at I-chang, and a crowd of them at anchor 
ander the walls on a bank: these latter had on board a number of 
braves who had been collected to be seut in different directions 
against the rebels. 

To the east and south-east the country is hilly, to the north 
mountainous. Should this town ever become a trading-port, 
excellent situations for houses will be found opposite the town on 
some low hills, and both above and below the town itself on the 
came side of the river is ample reom for building, if it should be 
Sionght necessary to have places of business near the native 
merchants. ‘The town side is not 80 much raised above the river 
as that opposite. A mile below the town and at the town if 
the river is 940 yards wide in May and June. In the month of 
March we never found less than 3} fathoms in nr af the 
channel between Shahsz’ and I-chang. ‘The river begins to rise 
about the beginning of April, and risea until June: it remains at 
about the same level until the end of September, and is at Us 
lowest in the month of December, when the water loses its usual 
red mud-colour and becomes clear. lt rose last year about 20 feet 
above its usual level. Coal is plentiful at uo great distance up the 
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river, but does not to be of a very good quality ; it is small 

and dull looking, and is made into bricks as in the north, before 

~ being used as fuel. Still page the river there is a district 

from which both coal and coke (which is made there) could be 

brought to I-chang by country boats in eight days. is latter 
coal seems to be of a superior quality. — | 

On leaving I-chang our course was, for about 3 miles, rather to 

the east of north, when it turned abruptly tothe north-west. From 

travelling on a wide stream, flowing evenly through a slightly hilly 

country, we suddenly entered a gorge, varying in width from 150 

to 200 yards, the current increasing to 5 and 6 miles an hour, with 

many strong eddies, telling of rocks below the surface. Our lead- 
line of 25 fathoms found no bottom except close to the sides: the 
cliffs rise ndicularly from the water's edge, in some places 
overhanging the river to a height of from 500 to 800 feet, Culti- 

vation is extensively carried on in these hills wherever there is a 

sufficiently level s for soil to rest, Wheat, beans, peas, and 
different sorts of fruit-trees were in blossom high up on the hill- 
sides. 

Tracking the boats in this part of the river is excessively . 
work Scevdsbboken nature of the ground. ‘The banks are strewed 
with masses of rock, and men ‘have to be constantly clearing the 
line. Above I-chang the boats do not use the sculls in use lower 
down the river; in their stead each boat has from 10 to 20 oars, 
and, to assist the helm, a long oar is worked over the bow by five 
orsix men. The swirls of the current would twist a boat's head 
round in an instant, if the men were not ready with this oar to force 
it in the right direction. The tracking-ropes are made of plaited 
strips of bamboo, and are very light and strong. The sails of the 
Hou-peh boats are the came as those used lower down the river, but 
the boats have one mast only: the West-country boats have light 
square sails of cotton, with a yard and boom of hamboo, on which 
they roll up when not set. ‘They are not used ona wind, and have 
not the cross bamboos usual with Chinese sails : they are generally 
hoisted on sheers. 

A very hard limestone is quarried in these gorges close to the 
water's edge ; holes are cut in the stone, and wedges of soft wood 
driven in, which, being wetted, swell and split the stone along the 
line splinters, ae dl. 

About 12 miles above I-chang, at the vill of Shantow-pien. 
the river begins to be Biettictet by rapids, that of Pa-tung (exes 
being the first met with, When the river is low, many rocks are 
here above water, In the strong part of the rapid near y 100 men 
on the line drew the boat up by inches. Accidents sometimes occur 
from the towing-line parting. © The boats are fended off the rocks 
by a simple put effective plan: @ stout rope is made fast on each 
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bow, and a spar laid along each gunwale ready for use; but on 
——— the bamboos used for poling in shallow water 
are made use of, When the boat nearsa rock, the pole is projected 
to meet it, and at the same time two or three turns of one of the 
ropes made fast to the bow are taken round it, When the pole 
strikes the rock, the strain is taken by the rope, which, tightening 
gradually, protects the boat from any shock : these spars can be 
projected from any part of the boat. 

n the gorges of “ Lu-kan” and “ Mi-tan” the cliffs on both 
sides rise endicularly from the water's edge to a height of 
nearly 1000 feet. They appear to have been originally one hill 
split in two by some convalasa of nature: the same marks and 
strata can be seen on both sides of the river at similar heights. In 
some places the hills are covered with brown scrub or grasa, at a 
distance resembling heather. Roads are carried across the moun- 


Kwei (chow).—The first town reached above I-chang is Kwei 
(chow), called Koue on Arrowsmith's map; it 1s a small walled 
place on the left bank, containing about 100 houses, and the 
suburbs about 30. Near the town a good road runs along the 
river-bank, crossing the ravines on well-constructed stone bridges. 

Two miles above Kwei, coal is worked in galleries driven into 
the hillsides, ‘This coal does not appear of good quality ; it 1s 
brought to the surface in small dull-looking lumps. A number of 
people are employed in breaking it to powder, mixing it with 
water, and moulding it into bricks for fuel. Boats carry it to 
I in about six hours. | 

At the rapid of Yeh (tan); 3 miles above Kwei, the water, in 
the first se § in April, falls about 4 feet in 70 yards, but breaks 
oy near the left bank. 

iVu-shan (hien'.—The town of Wu-shan (hien) is approached } 
along gorge of the same name, About halt-way rough it are 
two creeks, one on each side of the river, marking the boundary 
between Hou-peh and Sz'chuan. That on the right bank is called 
“ Pei-shih,” that on the left “Shah-mo-chang.” At Wu-shan the 
poppy is cultivated. On the hills about the pelea i apri- 
cots, Walnuts, the castor-oil plant, hawthorn, honeysuct le, and many 
wild-flowers grow. A tree called “ tung-shu” is extensively culti- 
vated in this part of the Yang-teze valley. From the nut called 
tung-tee, an oil used for varnish is ex 
but very polsonaus. . | | 

Above Wacsian the hills recede oe Fe from the river rea “" 
a gurge, most appropriately named “ Fung-siang,” or the WV ine- 
box. It averages no more than 50 yards in width ;, the stream is 
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strong, but not rapid. The cliffs serpents the water's 
thy ile ag 


edge to a great height. At its upper end the ain recede 
from the river, eae to a inal stream on the left stands 
Kuai-chow (fu). 


Atuai-chonw ( fu).—K uai-chow (fu) is distant from Shang-hae 1028 
geographical, or nearly 1200 statute miles; it is 444 geographical 
miles tron Han-kow, and 78 above I-char ir. There appeared no 
signs of trade in the town, and few boats were lying near it. 

Between I-chang and Kuai-chow the navigation would be diffieult 





and Gy aa When the river is high, small, powerful steamers 
of light draught might ascend the rapids, but the safest plan would 


possibly be to tow them up. Of these rapids there are eight, 
though some are called so merely from the water running rapidly 
over a shallow near one shore; while near the other the stream is 
deep and still, running, perhaps, 7 miles an hour. The largest 
country-boats ascending are about 120 feet long, by 15 broad ; 
drawing, when loaded, under 3 feet. They come down without 
difficulty, merely by keeping in midstream, the channel being 
penne free from obstructions ; and should the commerce of ss: 

‘pper Yang-teze present sufficient advantages to compensate fe 
the risk attending the navigation of this part of the sven} steamers 
will doubtless be taken up and down in safety. It is diffieult for a 
military officer to give an opinion on such a subject, bat the 

ystacles appear to me by no means insuperable. At a short 
distance from the shore the water is deep, and the object of having 
vessels of light draught is to enable them to come close to the side, 
and to prevent the current from taking so much hold of them, 
Any number of hands are always procurable at the rapids; men 
living there whose business it is to assist boats on their way up, 
and among whom good pilots would certainly be found. It would 
not be easy to anchor in all places, on account of the rocky nature 
of the bottom and the depth of water, but many sandy bays are to 
be found where a vessel would lie snugly, | 

Land-route to Ching-tu.—The road from Kuai-chow to Ching-tu 

was reported impracticable for baggage-animals; the regular road 
strikes across from Wan, a town a short distance up the river, 
The authorities at Kuai-chow had heard of the existence of a treaty 
between England and China, but had never seen a copy: the 
Prefect was > je with one by us, | 
_ Mexican dollars had been readily taken on the river as far as 
F-chang, at 1000 cash each. At Kuai-chow, having no more dollars, 
5 sag alver was exchanged at 1720 cash per tael; but the Sz’chuan, 
Han-kow, and Shang-hae weights differ in the following propor- 
tions: —100 Sz'chuan tacls—= 101-6 Shang-hae taels; 100 Sz'chuan 
taels =102:48 Han-kow taels. | 

Wan was sajd to Le 360 li, or about 110 miles, above Kuai-chow, 
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In this part of the country a day’s march, whatever its actual 
distance, is called 100 li; and the li may therefore be taken as a 
measure of time, rather than of distance. In this instance we 
were rather over 3 days in reaching Wan, but the distance is 
under 60 miles, 

Between Kuai-chow and Wan the river is nowhere less than 
150 yards iu breadth. There are some on but none so stron 
as those in the gorges below Kuai-chow; there are also rocks an 
reefs, but plenty of water in the channel. The hills recede much 
from the river, and are not so high as those lower down. The 

ppy is cultivated, the opium being collected during Apml and 

May. ‘Che seed-pods of the Sz'chuan poppy are quite as large 


and in many places larger, than any I have seen in India. The 


specimens of opium brought down have been pronounced good, 
and the quantity man ae 


and none but those who can find no other occupation are employed 
in the work. NS . ome 

Wan (hien).—The town of Wan (hiew) stands on the left bank: 
It is a small walled place; the shops are well supphed, and the 
inhabitants well off. Coal, sulphur, ginger, sugar-cane, spices, and 
blue cotton-prints were exposed for sale. The hills about the 
town are well watered, nas produce, besides the poppy, tobneco, 
peas, beans, wheat, and barley; rice and cotton follow later in the 
season. The tungshu-tree is also much cultivated. 


Numbers of soldiers were on their way up the river towards the 


West, and we found bere a Tartar general, to whom the va 
of Hou-peh had given us letters: he was civil and attentive. All 


along our route we had heard that Sz’chuan was im an unsettled 


state, and the General confirmed the re He had come to 
Wan to make dispositions of troops, and, having done this, was 
hastening from the rebel proximity. He reported the insurgents 


to be in possession of many towns between Wan and Ching-tu,’ 


and the land-route to be impassable on that account. He said 


* the people had been so plundered themselves, that they had taken” 
to robbery as a means of existence ; and that it would be impos 
sible to obtain carriage, as no ove would be induced to venture 


into the disturbed districts. ‘The Prefect, whom we afterwards 


visited, told the same story, and recommended our going by sor | 


to Chung-king, which we were obliged to do. He | ) 
the treaty, which he called that of Prince Kung: it was not seen 
anywhere. | | 


' About 6 miles above Wan the r of hills become less 


rugged, the river being about half a mile wide; fargher on gold 


in the province is so great that it may” 
et 


an are some flats of sand and shingle, 
on which gold is washed for; but the quantity produced is small, 
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is washed for on the shingly flats. The river is bordered by 
many precipitous rocks, but they do not rise the water’s edge. 
HHu-lin Native Christians. —At the village of Hu-lin we found 
some native Homan Catholics. They ay peared delighted to see 
that foreigners were travelling about the country without even 
disguising their dress, and with no attempt at concealment; they 
complained that the authorities treated them badly, and that not 
long since they had raised a mob on them, who had burnt and 
plundered their chapel, Our arrival was made the occasion of a 
general holiday; we were invited to a feast, and salutes and 
crackers fired in our honour. 
Before Bape. the town of Chung-hien the river is tortuous, 
varying in breadth from 200 yards to three-quarters of a mile, 
In the narrow part the stream is strong, but in the channel is 
‘nowhere broken into rapids. About 25 miles above Chung are 
many rocks in the river, some of which in the middle of April are 
about 5 feet above water, others just visible, and probably others 
hidden; later in the season these would all be covered, and the 
navigation would be difficult without a good pilot. Men who know 
the river well are to be found in all the towns. The cra by the 
river-side and the hills would afford marks by which a pilot would 
_ Above Wan, with wheat, barley, and peas, the poppy and 
tobacco were everywhere seen, At an island named “St George's 
Island,” from the day on which we passed it, the island itself and 
the whole surroundi alg to the tops of the highest hills, were 
covered with it; and from this place to Chung-king, a distance 
of about 76 miles, with the exception of a few nates of wheat 
and tobacco near the villages, nothing but poppy was grown as far 
a3 could be seen on both sides of the river, The crop is over by 
the end of May, and is immediately followed by sugar-cane, 
Indian corn, and cotton. In the poppy districts rice was growing 
| jag villages, 
rom the eutrance to the gorges above I-chang, the scenery is 
very grand ; here the appearance of the country is very fine, 
though not so imposing as below Kuai-chow. The villages and 
their inhabitants were, when we saw them, very superior to those 
lower down the river, though they would present the same wretched 
Appearance after a visit from the rebels The dress of the people 
is the same, but they look better off, and the farmhouses and 
others are better built. They stand among clumps of bamboos 
and fruit-trees; cach detached house having its own garden, sur- 
rounded by a fence. There is a greater appearance of comfort 
here thin in any part of China I have seen, but the universal 
reservoirs of liquid-manure forbid a close inspection, ) 
| Alung-tan-ho— At the town of Fu (chow), on the right bank, 


4 ‘ 
as =, ll - 


ta) 
, ® = 
Pe a a 
Oy 
= ” 
a > 4 = 


from Han-how to Ping-shan. 13 


the river Kung-tan-ho falls in. It is said by the boatmen to be 
navigable for some distance above its mouth, and to be one of the 
routes by which traffic is carried on between Canton and the weat 
of Sz’chuan, Redoubts of masonry have been built on four high 
peaks near its mouth. 

Below the town of Chang-show (hien), on the left bank, a small 
clear river jos the Yang-tsze; near its mouth are many rocks, 
reefs, and shoals, but deep water is found near the right bank. 

In all the districts above Chang-show the country people have 
banded themselves together against the rebels. The rebels in the 
West all go by the name of * Tu-feh,” or local robbers, and are in 
no way connected with the “'Tai-pings” of Nankin. They are both 
called “ Chang-mao,” or Long-haira; but the Tu-feh cut off the 
queue, which the Tai-pings retain, in case of falling into the hands 

Limin.—aA narrow gorge leads round a bend of the river to 
Limin, a walled town on the left bank, separated only from Chung- 

cing by the river Ho-tow, or Ho-kiang. Along the whole front of 

both these towns and in the Ho-tuw river, numbers of both large 
and small junks were either at anchor or moving about. There 
was every sign of a great amount of business being carried on, 

Chung-king (_fu).—Chung-king (fu) is most admirably situated 
for a trading-port, being at the mouth of the Ho-tow, coming from 
the north of Sz’chuan. About 120 miles farther up the Yang-taze 
the river Fusung falls in also from the north; 80 miles above this 
the Min (ho), coming from the north, jos at Su-chow, the river 
being connected with Ching-tu (fu), the capital of the province, by 
acanal, The Ho-tow is navigable for large junks as far up as 
the town of Chun-king, and probably higher when the river nsea 
Articles of merchandise, such as silk, wax, and hemp, come princi- 
pally from the districts near Kia-ding, on the Min, from which place 
they are shipped. These districts are now in the hands of the 
rebels, Kia-ding being their headquarters, so that trade with that 
side of the country is at a standstill. The great objection to 
Chung-king as a port open to foreigners is the state of the river 
between it and I-chang, Above Kuai-chow the navigation is com- 
—— easy, but 80 miles of dangerous ground would have to 
be passed above I-chang. From Kuai-chow to Ping-shan, properly 
constructed river-steamers could easily ascend; but as no trade is 
at any time carried on above Su-chow, there would be little induce- 
ment to go beyond that town. Chung-king is the depét for the 
whole commerce of the West, and is the largest and most flourish- 
0S ee eee ulation than 
the capital of the province. None of the buildings have the 
stone wall, said to have 18 gates, surrounds it ; it is_-built close to 
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the river. Opposite the town, on the right bank, is an extensive 


“shoal of ag but good anc would be found near the 


walls and in the Ho-tow. Captain Blakiston’s observations place 
the “Tai-ping mun,” one of the water-gates, in lat. 29° 33' a" &., 
long. 106° 50’ &. It contains, according to the statement of some 
French missionaries resident here, a population of 200,000, of 
whom between and 5000 are Trstians and 54) families 
Mussulmans. In Ching-tu there are said to be 1000 Mussulman 
families, 

The Toutai of Chung-king was not inclined to be civil, and the 
French missionaries warned us that the soldiers intended to murder 
us A very sharp letter was sent to the Toutai, in which he was 
warned that the responsibility would rest with him if any Chinese 
lost their lives, which they would most assuredly do if they 
attempted to molest us; after this he became very civil, and we 
were received at his yaman with all honour, The soldiers had to 
be shown that they could not insult every one with impunity, but 
we were fortunately not obliged to use our firearms. 

Besides the three rivers already alluded to by which merchandise 
is brought to the Yang-tsze, several small ones come in from the 
province of Kwei-chow; but of these Iam unable to give any 
information. 


‘The following statistics of the trade of Chung-king are from the 
information of a Chinese merchant :-— 





of a 
Exronrts, 
Raw silk a) craw ee per catty, 244 
White inaect-wax .. 0 2. ee ne ne J re] 
Thitto before the time of the rebels i 2-8 
Tees’ wax (scarce) Fs a yl = shpeg! = O25 
Hemp (for A. cloth) on ee aa PT pa i 
Medicinal drugs, price unknown, 
Hung-qua (safflower) for dyeing, price 
tnaknown, — 
Ehubarb (bed) 4. on un we an O13 
Bieh (tin or spelter) 4. 4. ok O28 
Lead (from Yunnan) .. in 10 
i om ct oe ee =e FP ood 
és =e iad OrOrd 
Tobaceo .. OT 





cat pper is brought from Yun-nan, and fron from the district of Lan-shwan- 
hien 00 li to the 5.E, 
[¥ote.—The metals from Yun-nan are re-exported to the Eastern Provinces, | 


Coal (best quality) not much exported per picol, 300 

Silver oe ik 2 =e nm ne iB por tael, 1,500 

Taela, 

Bice (said to ¥6 tile ex rted) 1: <? per plea, “25° 

sce (aud tobe litte exported) .. ., perpionl, 250 
- (The above were given as wholesale prices,) 
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Cash. 
hangs cn sins otis &e. from il . 
ung-king to I-chan + o perpienl, 1iro 
conreer articles .. = oso 
The doty on silk was belioved by the | 
informant tobe... ..  s« = S00 


Silk embroidery ia worked in the town, a a conrse sill manufactured, 


The following list is of specimens purchased in Hung-king, and their 
wholesale Prices #8. gh given by a native writer attached to the party, are set 


down opposite 
Opi incl, 380 
tim =. La on 2-5 a ae =i. per f | 
Insect-wax ,, oo «+ «ss a Pereatty, 400 
. Sieh (tin or spelter) ie Crete o ao0 
Coppe =r an oe as ae o = ta Mp 
Taela 
Rhubarb . ee ee oa) per picnl, Boo 


nan-piina (a ee a » Tho 
| ipa ahs ( den a Raa a ie 
7 Coal and timestone are brongh 
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np the bills by a flight of stone steps road for sotne miles. 
inland is pa 
Imronrs. 

"Pasta, 

Tea (best quality) from Hou-nan +» per picnl, 5000 

Ditto (No. 2) oe »  JLero 

Ditto binforior) g grown in ‘Bachan _ es ea 
ae from Pepa A to Chungking is less than from Chung-king ta 
Forei are now brought from Canton eid the Tung-ting 
ag ae hikes pees in Kiang-en was taken by the rebels, the route wis 


from. that that town wid the Yan <tnae, 


_ The followi is a list of foreign cloth goots imported frum Canton The 
the colours signify the proportion in which each is in 
demand, 1000 bning the masintumy the Chinas semen <2, etic auch 


(Piki) Long Ella, 
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(Yu-aho) English Camlet. 

. 100 Dark-blue ... 2... 4. cs por piece, 28-00 
Bi) Bky-hlue =e ee 2 an =a a 183 
10 lack oe om on =o - Pi Ti 17°40 
10 Svan on an PT Pe ne aim 1 ea 
10 ‘onelg n-blue oo 7 ae or ¥ ce 

5 Green i i kr oe ee z Ia0 
6 Pule-yellow .. i ih cay ae am 'P 23°50 
(Ki-tow) Fine Cloth, 

100 Dark-blue PT om” a = a piece aL 103-0 
OO Sky-bing wes el" alt wk pe = : 102-0 
10 Sicarbet oe ai oT om ae oi El lir2-0 
10 Foreign-blue ott) Lit jake a 1020 

ROUTE ee ok! ok” ag dt tee aw» 20-10 
6 Black 4. 1. os oo ss = 10°10 
{Ma-kien) Common Cloth. « 

LOO Dark-bine 25) 1." wk nes ae per piece, 10-40 
50 Sky= bloe ne nn am ee oa oT Lo-a-D 
PURPONTIOR oo a) an bbc = ee nag ee 10-30 
10 Foreizn-blne +) enuee Ue 3 L0-3-0 

5 Brown a. ° ne. i ene » L020 
| ee en 7 lo2o 
tear Broadcloth, | 
20 Black alone used - «2s «« Perpiece, 200 
: | (Yu-ling) Lastings. 

20 Dark-blus ao BE 2 Prt =m per Teor, 1600 
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Cotton Goods (packed in boxes of 20 pieces), 
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: 2nd it a =o =e pe ao 
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ee ts ee 


Brass buttons nn a ; as aa a se per Pros, o20 
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No carriage was procurable at Chung-king, the coun 
it ae Seas being full of rebels Shae had to coset bee by water 
to 
Kiang-tsze (hien).—The first town reached above Chi ung-king is 
neh -taze (hien). The current runs about 4 miles an hae and 
___—‘fapids occur. The river, from passing through such a hilly 2 
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country as the province of Sz’chuan, is liable to sudden freshes, 

every thunderstorm in the hills pouring a large body of water into. 
it; it falls nearly as rapidly as it rises. Flats of shingle are washed 

for gold, as below Chung-king. Coke is used for fuel, and coal 

and limestone are dug near the village of Yo-chi. NTs 

Above Chung-king none of tie busts use sails, and dispense 
with the steering oar used for assisting the helm in the rapids. 
Boats with salt and merchandise were continually passing down, 
and bales of cotton being carried up on rafts formed of bamboos ; 
a number of oil-boats were also passing down. 

Above Chung-king the poppy crop was over, and sugar-cane and 
Indian corn were being planted in its stead, at the same time that 
rice was taking the place of wheat and barley. Buffaloes (many 
of a pink colour) are the only animals used in farming operations, 

Ho-kiang (hien).—At the town of Ho-kiang (hien) a small river, 


called Zhun-huei or Chi-shui, rising in the province of K.wei-chow, falls 
into the Yang-tsze. In this district the safflower is extensively culti- 
vated, and a species of hemp is grown both here and at Chung-king. 

Eu (chow).—The river Fu-sung joins the Yang-teze at Lu (chow) 
(called Che-li-leou on some maps). This river passes about 30 
miles to the east of Ching-tu, and, at the time we passed, the country 
through which it flows was held by the rebels. It is one of the 
roads to Ching-tu. At Lu, a great numberof spars, apparently 
of fir, were stacked. y 

Na-chi (fien).—At the town of Na-chi (hien), the appearance of 
the farmhouses and villages changes for the worse ; the people look 
ie ear a great contrast to those a short distance below. This 
listrict was visited last year by the rebels, which may account for 
the wretched appearance of the inhabitants. The river Yun-lin 
here falls in from the south. Below Na-chi several reefs and shoals 
occur in the river, but the “channel appears clear, and there is 
plenty of water. The breadth of the stream opposite Na-chi is 
60 yards, 

Siena (hien)—The river An-lui-kiow, flowing from the 
south, falls into the Yang-tsze at the town of Kiang-an (hien). 
‘The country is aah the hills well watered, and extensively eulti- 
vated with rice. ‘The people were in a great state of alarm about 
the rebels; on the hills many new redoubts had been constructed, 
and men were on outpost duty on the river in boats 

Nanki (hien), Li-chuan-pa.—From the town of Nanki (hien), 
hills can be in the interior rising to a great height. A short 
distance above Li-chuan-pa, a small town, coal is worked. 

Su-chow.—Su-chow is a large town on the leftof the Yang-teze and 


rizht of the Ras ae here falls in from the north. It is at 


all seasons navigable for large junks as far as Kia~ding, a town about 
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100 miles from its mouth; and when the water is high, up to 
Ching-tu, a canal having been cut from the river to the town. 
When the water ts low, the communication above Kia-ding is kept 
up by means of small boats. 

The navigation of the Yang-tsze from Chung-king to Su-chow 
would not be difficult for steam-vessels; there are rocks in places, 
but seldom under 8 fathoms water in the channel, and near the 
sides rarely under 3. The average rate of the stream in this part 
of the river is perhaps 54 miles an hour. 

Su-chow (_fu)—Su-chow (fu) is a large town, at which in quiet 
times a large amount of trade is probably carried on. A gre: 
number of junks were waiting here, in the hope that the of 
the Min river might be deserted by the rebels, so as to enable them 
to proceed to Ching-tu or Kia-ding, which place was held by them. 
‘They were said to have detached parties much nearer Su-chow, and 
to be robbing and murdering every one they could lay hands on; 
headless bodies, with their hands tied behind their backs, floating 
down the Min at all hours, plainly showed that there was some 
truth in the stories we had heard on our way up. The gates of 
the town were closed, and there were no means ci igen or epre: 
but by a rope over the walls, A strong garrison of Series toma 
Sz chuan and Yu-nan were quartered outside the sah Semin fighting 
among themselves. An engagement took place between them 
during our stays and the Yu-nan party had to be removed by the 
authorities On our return they attacked our boats with stonea, 
but the sight of the rifles, &e., put them to flight. The position of 
Su-chow, according to Captain Blakiston, is in lat. 28° 46° 6" N., 
long. 104° 35' 5. 

The products of the neighbouring country are yellow and white 
silk, insect-wax, bees'-wax, tobacco, honey, coal (220 cash per 
picul), a small quantity of iron, which is worked close to the town, 
and green tea. Syeee was worth 1630 cash per tael. | 

No one could be found to accompany us 1 th the rebel 
districts to Ching-tu, and we had therefore to ascend the river to 
Ping-shan, in the hope of being able to get round them. The only 
traffic above Su-chow is in coal, which is brought down in boats; 
above Ping-shan no trade at all goes forward. | 

Tie country above Su-chow is very mountainous, and the river 
decreases in width ; its average is about 200 yards. Twenty miles 
above the town it runs through a district in which coal is exten- 
sively worked, being dug out in galleries high up on the hill- 
sides, and sent down in baskets sliding on stout ropes of bamboo, a 
full basket drawing up an empty one; these galleries are often at 
such a height that a half-way stage is necessary. This coal district 
extends for 17 or 15 miles dose both sides of the river. The coal 
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appeared to be of a superior quality to any seen below; it was 
brought out in large am bash hime, In ae place where coal 
was seen the rock was sandstone, and where washed by water was 
jet black and polished. Boats would carry coal from this district 
to Han-kow in 20 days, to I-chang in 10. Many men here have 
brown hair; this is not seen lower down the river, 

Above Su-chow the geographical name of the Yang-tsze is the 
* Kin-cha-Kiang,” or River of Gold; it is called by the boatmen 
merely the Yu-nan River. Nothing could be learnt about it 
above Ping-shan, but there are said to be falls at a distance of 100 
li above, Our boatmen and captain refused to go farther, and 
would not proceed beyond Su-chow until we promised to take them 
no — than heise so | oe 

Ping-shan.—Ping-shan, a small walled town on the left bank, 
is the farthest point to which we ascended. No Europeans, as far 
a3 is known, have ever reached this point before us. The walls have 
lately been put in a state of repair, and strengthened on the land- 

ard side pystarevoes constructed on the banquette, as the hills 
close to them completely command them and expose them to an 
enfilading fire. The prefect was here at firet very civil, and pro- 
thised all assistance, but said the rebels were in the neighbourhood 
and that we had better leave the place. The townspeople closed 
the gates and fired on us from the walls, but no bullets came any- 
where near us, and, finding we remained quict, they discontinued, 
That same night the rebels attacked the town; the walls were 
illuminated, and every man of the attacking party carried a lantern. 
The fighting did not appear to be very severe, being confined to 
sates tein ab here is nothing to bring 
ccept for purposes of exploration there 1s nothing to bring a 
steam-vessel beyond Bashibies the river is navigable as far as 
Ping-shun, with the exception of the 80 miles between I-chang and 
Quai-chow, and even that may be practicable. Above Ping-shan | 
can give no information about the river; but from the tops of the 
highest hills near the town nothing can be seen but high hills 
towards the west. 

Mioutse.—From this point we were compelled to turn back, no 
one being willing, for any amount of pay, to venture into a dis 
trict overrun by rebels. No boats ascend the river beyond Ping- 
shan, so that we were unable to visit the country of the Maoutse, 
or ind ent tribes, which is near Ping-shan to the west. A 
chief of these tribes, with some of his jolom wks us a Visit, 
and were very friendly ; we exchanged presents of knives and wine. 
They are a totally different looking race to the Chinese; their 
faces being open and honest, which the Chinese certainly are not. 
Some had the head clean shaved, others let sea dame 
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one only had a queue. The weather was warm, and their dress 
consisted only of a coarse white cotton jacket, drawers, and g 
sandals; their turbans were of blue cotton, twisted into a knot 
above the forehead. They called themselves “* Huh-[" or “ I-jin,” 
black barbarians or foreigners, and repeatedly said they were not 
civilised men. They were very curious, and inspected everything 
in the cabins narrowly, but were perfectly well behaved; the chief 
spoke a little Chinese, but none of his followers could make them- 
sclves understood, We were considered by the people to be in 
some way connected with these people, and were called by them 
“White Maoutse.” None of the outse could read or write ; 
they possess horses and cattle in their own country; they said 
their only crop was Indian corn. The chief said, if we came to 
his country there would be no difficulty about carriage, but we 
should have a mountainous country to cross before reaching it, 
and there was no possibility of procuring carriage at Ping-shan; 
he said that travellers would be plundered by a tribes, unless 
under the protection of a chief It was impossible to make out 
the limits of their country, but its western boundary cannot be far 
— the frontiers of Burmah and Assam. 

he country round Ping-shan is hilly and fertile, Silk is pro- 
duced in considerable quantities ; yh corm, rice, suipeniteniy 
and turmeric are cultivated on the hills, and the cactus grows to a 
large size; water-snakes and eels caught in the rice-fields are 
eaten by the boatmen and villagers. 

The boundary of Yu-nan is passed just below Ping-shan, 
though we could not clearly ascertain where ; the country on the 
south bank of the river opposite the town was said by the prefect 
to be in that province. 

Capabilities of the Country —On both sides of the river, the 
whole way from Yo-chow, and even from Han-kow to Ping-shan, 
the country is destitute of cattle, with the exception of a few shee 
aml goats at Yo-chow and goats in some places; buffaloes 
ponies were seen at times, but their number is small, nor does the 
country appear thickly populated, Should an expedition, hostile 
or otherwise, ever ascend the river, the whole of their supplies 
would have to be earried with them. A few fowls, eggs, fish, and 
a considerable amount of flour, salt, and vegetables would be pro- 
curable; the towns would accommodate a large number of men, 
but few places are fit for encamping, the ground near the towns 
being covered with grave-mounds ; the hills above Han-kow have 
been before alluded to. The people generally burn charcoal, 
except in the coal districts. Firewood is grubbed up about the 
country and brought in boats to the towns; there would be 
difficulty in obtaining it in large quantities, . 





- The people are, wherever we met them, a quict, inoffensive 
race; but as the rebels increase in numbers, they find it necessary 
to combine for their own safety, the Government giving them no 
aid. In fact, whenever the Imperialist troops are in the field 
against the insurgents, the people are worse off than when left to 
protect themeelves, being plundered by both parties. In the 
districts above Chang (show) hien they are keeping the rebels off, 
and have outposts on the river, lookout stations on the higeee 
hills, and redoubts in the most defensible situations. No artillery 
Jarger than a jingall is used in this hilly country, and it is only 
necessary to construct the redoubts so that they may be safe from 
escalade, If the Chinese Government had the least energy, the 
rebelsewould have no chance to establish themselves in a country 
where the popular feeling is so strong in favour of law and order; 
but ey the present jes of affairs continue — a 3 the 
nea ing of the ation will probably undergo a change. Finding 
the a ema to protect them, they will lose their 
respect for it, and the habit of carrying arms will make them less 
likely than formerly to submit to the exactions of the authorities, 
Being by nature industrious and peaceable, they are the people of 
all others likely to make good and loyal subjects to a_ government 
strong enough to ensure them peace and quietness. Many of the 
rebels have become so either from necessity or compulsion, and 
would gladly embrace an opportunity of returning to a quiet life: 
among them would doubtless be found men who, with officers 
in whom they could trust, would make first-rate soldiers. | 
The rebels im the West have no connexion with the Tai-pings, 
but have sprung from bands of robbers, doubtless encouraged by 
the weakness or want of energy of the Government; the provinces 
of Sz'chuan and Yu-nan have always been in an unsettled state, 
being infested by numerous bands of robbers. About two years 
ago, four of their leaders, by name “ Lan-ta-shun,” “ Li-chwan- 
tata,” “ Chang-t-mats,” and “ Mou-san-chow,” collected larger 
numbers of men than usual, and, uniting their forees, have since 
that time set the Government at defiance; at the present time 
they occupy a large portion of the province of Sz'chuan, and are 
aid to have burnt the suburbs of the capital, Onere (fu), and. 
to be besieging the city. These bands first became formidable in 
the ninth year of the reign of the present Emperor, “ Heen-Fung.” 
On the authority of a mandarin who commanded our Chinese 
escort, on are now occupying the following towns in Sz'chuan 
between Wan (hien) and Ghing-tu :—Ping-chi, She-kung, Chung 
kiang, and Shun-king; between Cane an Ching-tu:—Ho 
(chow), Ting-yuen, Mien (chow), Nan-ching, and ee 
between Lu (chow) and Ching-tu ;—Niu-fu-tu, hing and We- 
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; between Su-chow and Ching-tu :—Kia-ding, Kien-we, Yow- 
ee, Kioh-kih, ere and Utung-kiow. The sons of a 
moulvee at Chung-king gave the following as the names of cra 
occupied by them in S2z’chuan :—Meé (chow), Sintu, Mien (ct el 
Kin-shu (hien), Pun-shan (hien), Kien (chow), Kwan (hien), E 
(chow), Ting-yuen, and Sueling (hien); several names in the two 
lists heap each a From a Chinese a in na 
possession of the prefect of Ping-shan many places to the west of 
any of the abovenaiodd either had been or were at the time in the 
hands of the rebels; after getting all they can out of one town, 

ey often leave it and move to another, 

art of the Mussulman population of Yu-nan is also in insur- 
rection, under the leadership of a Hadji, by name “Ma ¥ussu;” 
his headquarters are at.Ta-lif (foo), in the west of the province, and 
on the high road leading from the Burmese frontier to Yu-nan, 
the capital of the province, and to Ching-tu (fu), the capital of 
Sz chuan, 

China, to the south and west, may be said to be out of the 
hands of the Government; though the mandarins still govern 
some towna and districts, they are ready to take to flight on the 
first attack of the rebels _ The military commandaut of Ping- 
shan was reported to have done so with his garrison as soon as the 
town was attacked, and was considered to have acted quite pro- 
perl. As far as the safety of the town was concerned, he did, no 
doubt, the best thing possible; for the rebels would, in all probability, 
have been admitted by some of the soldiers, - 

_ Trade is in the West almost at a standstill, andét would seem of 
little use to open ports up the river for trade with that part of the 
country until the rebels have been put down. I-chang is the only 
place at present where trade might be carried on with advantage, 
and the port of it might assist in settling the western pro- 
vinces ; the rebels there are not the same fanatical savages 
the Tai-pings are ; they do not destroy for the sake of destroying 
ouly, though in attacking a, town they will burn “oxgaion that 
interfere with their operations. Many of these men would un- 
doubtedly be glad of a chance to escape from their present life, 
and the opening of trade with the foreigners would give them an 
opportunity of doing so, | 

, 44 body of the Tai-pings, under a leader called “ Shih-ta-kai,” 
is said to be in the province of Kwei-chow, and this scems to be 
the most westerly pomt to which have penetrated. On our 
way down the river we found a large Imperialist camp at Yo-chow, 
from which the rebels were said to be 180 li distant. They were 
also reported to be 30 li from King-kow, a town on the right 
bank a short distance above Han-kow ; but until the floods subside 
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they cannot move much about the country in the vicinity of the 


river, ; 
The mandarins, as far as we could see, threw no obstacles in 
the way of our expedition, Excepting at Chung-king, we were 
everywhere most civilly received ; the authorities were curious to 
know what we were really about ; the mandarins and soldiers 
sent with us, though ostensibly «a guard of honour, were more pro- 
bably for the perpen? of reporting on our proceedings; and it is 
probes well known, long before this, at Pekin, that the river has 

n pil and soundings taken as far as Ping-shan. I attri- 
bute our failure to penetrate into Tibet to no hostility on the 
part of the authorities, but to the impossibility of obtaining people 
to accompany us through a country where they had a very good 
chance Bl their throats cut, The viceroy of Sz'chuan is 
the governor of Tibet, and is said to be well affected towards 
foreigners ; he is a brother of the new Minister for Foreign Affairs’ 
at Pekin, and resides at Ching-tu. 

Overland Route through Burmah—Some time back there was 
some talk of attempting a route into Western China by Burmah, 
but the Yang-tsze seems to me to be the preferable route im every 
way: it is most likely navigable for country boats a long way above 
Ping-shan, and the conveyance of goods by land across such a 
hilly country as Yu-nan would be ditheult and expensive. 

dy we descended, we found the river very much risen since we 
passed up. In the gorges below Kwei-chow the rapids had almost 
disappeared ; two bad places occurred below Shan-tow-pien, but 
no others The stream ran, except in these places, 6 and 7 miles 
an hour, 

Below Shi-show the river-banks were much flooded, and , it 
would be difficult, when the river is high, for ships to keep m the 
channel, there being nothing to mark the bank. king towards 
the Tung-ting lake there was a clear horizon, the view being 
broken only by trees and half-cubmerged villages standing out of 
the water. | 

I regret being unable to add more to the very slight knowled 
possessed of the Interior and West of China. Whenever 
rebels are put down, and not till then, a great amount of trade 
ought to be carried on with the West, and our knowledge of this 
most interesting country will increase, Under a good govern- 
ment the Chinese may become as fine a nation as any wate the 
sun; but, as far at least as the West is concerned, we must for the 
present rest satisfied with the little that is known of them, 
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Il.— Notes on the Yang-tsze-Kiang, §c. By Dr. ALFRED 
Barton, F.2t.¢.8 
Read, March 24, 1862, 


Ook little band was composed of Lieut.-Col. Sarel, 17th Lancers ; 
Capt. Blakiston, t.a.; and myself, with attendants; Rev. Mr. 
Schereschewsky, our interpreter: four Sikhs of the 11th Punjab 
Infantry, and four Chinese servants. Our intended route was 
to follow the course of the great river of China as far as Wan, 
or even Chung-king, in the provinee-of Sz’chuan ; then to march 
to its capital (Ching-tu), and obtain passports from the viceroy for 
Tibet ; thence march west over the lofty mountains skirting the 
western border of China, and proceed to Lasea: then to continue 
our course west, along the northern elopes of the Himalaya range to 
the Lake Mansorawa, where we should strike the road across the 
Himalayas into the plains of North-Western India, a distance of 
about 4000 miles, 

This river traverses the whole breadth of China from west’ to 
east. It rises by sevéral sources in the centre of Asia, receives 
the waters of the lofty table-land of Tibet, as well as the snow 
waters of the ranges of mountains dividing that country from 


On its course towards the goa, after leaving Tibet, it takes a 
southerly direction along the northern borders of the south-west 
province of Yu-nan, where several important tributaries from 
north ani south swell its waters. It then runs north and east 
through the western province of Sz'chuan, and its importance 
is increased by the addition of several streams from the north, 
which, draining this mountainous territory, become themselves 
large rivers before. their junction. ‘The most important of thoeso 
are the “Min,” Fu-sung, and Ho-tow, from the north + while 
the rivers Chi-shui and Kuing-tan-ho rise in the province of 
Kwei-Chou, and discharge their waters from the south. 

ae Sz'chuan, the Yang-tsze-Kiang traverses the whole 
length of the central province of Hoo-peh, and dipping down 
to the south-east receives the waters of the great Tung-ting 
lake, whosg confluence, as large as the river, swells it inta 
nearly double its size. This lake, the largest in the empire, ie 
fed? by large rivers from the south, which drain the province of 
Hoo-nan, and “oe from the sources of the Canton River 
by only a few miles of high land, and to the west anastomosing 
with latter, form the road between Canton and the Uno 


Yang-teze, by which the trade between Sz’chuan and the North- 
West Provinces is still carried on with Canton. Tis course is 


then to the north-east, bounded by a range of hills to the south 


- 
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as far as Han-kow, where the river Han falls into it from the 


The next important tributary is that from the Poyang Lake, 
the RVer SEAS <a to the south-east to form a junction, This 
supplies a vast body of water, being formed by la¥ge rivers drain- 
ing the great province of Kiang-s; and it 1s through this lake 
that the water-communication between Canton and Pekin is 
ans aqua the pr river — an arse pepaatai>) 
tow sea, thro provinees of Anhoe: lang-Su, 
the Great Imperial Cana crossing it at Chiny-kiang-fu, 180 miles 
from its mouth; and from here to the salt water it gradually 
widens to 20 miles. 

On the 11th February of last year our little y embarked 
on board H.M.'s steamer Atalanta, by the kin permission of 
Admiral Sir James Hope, who allowed us to accompany his naval 

ition to Han-kow ; and on the cpsabn ‘morning the squadron 
left Woo- River and stea owly up the little-known 
waters of the Yang-teze, 

You will have heard the account of the Admiral’s expedition to 
Han-kow, for the purpose of opening the river to trade, to place 
consuls at © SS a fu, Ken- -kiang- -hien, and Han-kow, the 
new ports, and to come to some amicable understanding with the 
rebelsat Nankin. For a description of the river as far as Han- kow 
I must refer you tu Oliphant’ s work,* written when accom nying 
Lord Elgin in 1858, Lwill on add that, from the seve: | delays 
caused by the vessels grounding, we expended one month in 
getting to Han-kow. This gave us ample time to land and shoot, 
or visit the Tai-pings and the country in their hands. 

At Ching-kiang-fu we were detained a week, and amused ours 
selves in wandering, with our guns, over the country, - which 
abounded in game. This once beautiful city contained 600,000 
inhabitants, and was the most flourishing on the river as a mercan- 
tile port, owing to the Grand Canal crossing the river at this i : 
but the rebels, when they evacuated it two years ago, left it a 
of ruins, and it now Sanaa but 2000 persons, chiefly Imperia 
soldiers, 

We mounted a lofty hill at the back, which overlooked the 
my is its extensive suburbs, and beheld. a ecene of desolation, 

Ipless wilderness of ruins ; the numerous white walls and gable 
ends resembling one vast cemetery. A few wretched poor in The 





were wandering about the vubbith in search of firewood. 
country was cut up and lined with extensive earthworks 
We rambled for many miles over uncultivated farms, with the 





* See Journal of the Kayal Geographical Society, vol.xxx—Ep. 
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deserted roofless buildings showing marks of fire and destruction. 


The little gardens in front were choked with weeds and brambles, 
the great dams for irrigation thrown down, and among the blackened 
walls of ruined villages and dismantled temples we often came 
upon the skeletch of a human being lying upon some rotting straw, 
the bleached bones issuing through many parts of its threadbare 


At Nankin we spent a few days, and witnessed even greater 
distress and misery. We found a Celestial King, a miserable 
Canton coolie, dressed in silks and satins of many colours, his 
satellites and soldiers robed in ladies’ dresses, the loot of prior 
victories, 

In the habitable part of the city we met their captive women, 
and observed on the average five of them to one man. The whole 
ere were in abject misery ; badly clothed and half-starved. 
Their features wore a sad and careworn look, and their dwellings 
were hovels of revolting filthiness. Nine-tenths of this great city, 
surrounded by a noble wall 50 feet high and 20 miles in circum- 
ference, is a mass of jungle, interspersed with piles of ruins; not 
one building of importance is standing. 

The surrounding country waa totally deserted ; orchards of peach- 
trees and dismantled cottages showed where once stood a happy, 
oo village, encircled with terraced rice and wheat fields, and 
now all a desert as far as the eye can reach 

We visited the tombs of the Mings, monuments of the departed 

lory of the early Emperors, sacred to the memory of all Chinese, 
but these had not been spared. A heap of porcelain bricks 
marked where once stood the handsomest pagoda in the empire, 
the far-famed Porcelain Tower. : 

We. visited “ Woo-hoo,” once a city of vast extent, but now 
almost destroyed. We walked through two miles of brick-bats 
several feet deep, the remains of a great suburb, and entered the 
city for the purpose of purchasing chow-chow, Here we witnessed 





scenes too horrible to describe. In the main street were heaps 
of recking filth, on which were dying squalid children pining 
forth their expiri y for food. In ¢he roofless houses were 
crouched starving 8. In one I counted ten dying human 
creatures and three corpses ; the former, lying in stinking straw, and 
exposed to the then drifting rain and snow, suffering from revolting 
ser and starvation, were crying forth their unheeded sup- 
puica tions. 

After passing * An-king,” the highest point in possession of the 
rebels, how pleasant, hewechanis oo the contrast! Behind us 
we had left a desert, a howling wilderness ; a once fertile land, now 
a barren waste; a people once thriving, industrious tillers of the 
soil, a happy, well-fed race; now an idle, vicious, starving mob, 
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Brovelling in filthy crimes and revelling in hideous blasphemies, 
evastating the country with fire and sword for no other purpose 
than plunder: locusts in the human form, destroying both man 
and beast. Now that we had entered the land of the Imperialists, 
all around us teemed with life and industry. Trading-junks and 
fishing-boats speckled the surface of the waters; the country on 
both banks was green and fresh with young wheat; populous 
Villages skirted the water's edge; the pre well-fed, fat, and 
healthy, the old women working at the loom; buffaloes and oxen 
were at the plough, farms and hamlets dotted the undulating 
country, surrounded by stacks of corn; the labourer was every- 
where seen in the fields, and all nature smiled in happy content- 


ment. 

ts the 11th of oes arrived at Han-kow ; pes —_ 
objaining a proper junk and ‘getting our passports sealed by the 
Viceroy of Wu taaais: the Aadinitat leaving the rest of the 
squadron and taking us in tow, left on the 13th to explore the 
river as far as the Tung-ting Lake, distant 150 miles. This 
was accomplished in three days. The full account of this part of 
the river is given in his Report. The country between Han-kow 
and the lake ia for the most part flat to the north; but ranges of 
hills skirt the southern bank, approaching the mver and termi- 
nating in bluffs and again receding. The whole country was 
under rich cultivation, and the hills were terraced to their very 
summits, 

The astonished natives, as we steamed slowly past the towns of 
King-kow and Sing-ti, lined the river-bank, peopled every junk 
and raft, and swarmed upon the house-tops to fant their eyes upon 
the fire-ships of the Red Devils, | my 

We arrived at the picturesque city of Yo-chow on the 16th, 
situated at the mouth of the great Tung-ting Lake on a red-sand 
cliff, and oecupying one of the most important positions for trade; 
all produce from Hoo-nan, as well as the greater part from Sz’chuan 
ria the Tai-ping Canal, passing directly under its walls. Here the 
Admiral bade US , ee and, leaving us to our own resources, 
steamed back to Han-ko¥®, 

On the following morning we left the mouth of the lake and 
entered the Upper Yang-tsze, which is only half the width of the 
river below the lake. ud now we began our slow and arduous 
journey of from 12 to 20 miles per day by means of sailmg, 
tracking, poling from the bank and sculling, according to circum- 
stances; making fast to the muddy walls of the shore at night. 

Our course for some days was through a vast level country; the 
whole under rich cultivation, chiefly wheat, beans, and millet. 
The river is here most tortuous, and its banks are steep walls of 
alluvial deposit, 20 to 25 feet high. The country is,thinly popu- 
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lated, and the villages are built of reeds, owing to the annual 
overflow of the river in June, but after the crops are harvested. — 

These inundations had left large swamps and lakes, which 
abounded in wild-fowl, affording us capital ditch as well as 
furnishing our table. ‘The country was also well sprinkled with 
pheasants; and generally after breakfast we landed with our guns, 
following the course of the trackers in search of game. The 
river also afforded us the best of fish, from dace to sturgeon ; while 
an occasional calf for Gs. added to the larder, and vegetables were 
to be had in abundance. 

We found the natives here very civil, and ready to supply us 
with chickens and eggs, with rico and flour, at moderate prices; 
but as we got higher up the prices rose 1000 per cent. The 
always showed great timidity on our first appearance, and would 
often run away ; but soon gained confidence, and pressed upon usin 
crowds, to examine our odd dresses and white skins, and wondered 
why our hands and faces should be darker than the covered 
portions of our person, and often the terms Ho-Sun Seem 
and Fang-quatz (Foreign Devils) suapen their lips. In passing 
through the villages or towns, the mob would become so unruly 
that the use of the stick was often necessary to keep them at a 
respectful distance. These crowds would be of the most motley 
kind. Old women would leave their epinning-wheels, children their 
toys, gentlemen and shopkeepers their houses ; labourers, deserting 
their plough and oxen, would come running from all quarters to 
the focus of attraction, while vagrants and beggars mingled in the 
crowd, all aqaebhing. jostling, and fighting, to get sht of us; 
and it was impossible to land near or at large towhs without 
undergoing this suffering. On visiting officials and entering cities, 
chairs were always sent for us with a guard. 

The first high land we came to was on the right bank. Three 
distinct ranges of hills from 500 to 1000 feet high, from their 
peculiarities, we named the Camel-hump, Ass-cara, and Boulder 

| At some distance above the last are two smaller hills 
surmounted by temples, which we chgistened The Great and 
Little Temple Hille, At the foot of tH® latter stands the walled 
town of Shi-show (Stonehead), on the right hank of the river, where 
we arrived on the 23rd of March. We ascended the hill, which 
is composed chiefly of red granite, and found the temple in ruins, 
and containing heaps of earthen josses or gods, perched on 
platforms round the walls. The city we looked down on was 
also in ruins, and nearly the whole walls thrown down; three- 
fourths of the interior was occupied by kitchen?yardens. Along 
the foot of the hills the country was inundated, and the houses on 
mounds, dotting the expanse of water, formed numerous islands ; 
the surrounding country was a vast level, 


Ly 
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As we proceeded, we often came to the river-embankmeat, of 
great age and strength, which takes the general course of the 
river, but often diverges some miles inland where the river takes a 
sharp bend. ‘This great work, which extends many hundreds of 
miles, is kept up by the Government to protect the of the 
Yang-tsze from inundation. Its general width at the base is 100 
yards, and the summit about 30. We observed that the repeated 
deposits from the annual overflow had raised the intermediate 
land to within a few feet of its top, while the country which it 
protects, remaining at its original level, is some 40 feet from its 
eummit. 

At the town of Ho-hia the river had made ‘great inroads into 
this work, which was undergoing extensive re ; and we noticed 
that the surface of the river, mm its then sarge re was rather 
above the level of the country on the other side of the embankment, 
and in. June would be 20 feet below it. On the embankment are 

well-built temples and villages of stone and brick, as well as on the 
country enclosed, while on the river-side they are generally of 
reeds and mud. 

On the 28th we arrived at Sha-teze, the port of Kin-chow-fu, a 
city one mile inland, situated on the left bank. We had now tra- 
yelled by the river about 300 miles above Han-kow, while by land 
the distance is only 200 miles. Here we found the river, which since 
leaving the lake had been almost deserted, again crowded with 
junks; several hundred of these from Sz’chuan were moored along 
the banks for two miles. Five miles above is the mouth of the 
Tai-ping Canal, sti RHE the lake through which most 
of the traffic is carried to Han-kow. We ascended the lofty 
pagoda to survey the country, and the view from its summit was 
enchanting, The country, the same extensive level, was dotted - 
with white sails, the water being hidden from view, whieh soem 
as if moving among the green fields, Numerous extensive Inkes 
were everywhere to be seen, and canals and ditches divided the 
country as our hedges do in England. 

The city of Kin-chow, which is surrounded by a strong wall, 
is said to contain 600,000 people. The country between it and 
the port is one vast cemetery of mounds, tumuli, and memorial 
arches: no coffins bemg exposed as at Shang-hai. Beneath 
us was a sea of heads, a dense, closely-packed mob, through 
which we had great difficulty in to get to our boat. 
We were visited by the officials of Kinch ow, who brought — 
families to see us: one—a military mandarin—brought his _ 
grandmother, mother, wife, and children; some of the ladies 
were pretty, and elegantly dressed. Presents of tea, sugar, and 
flour were brought us. 


Soon after Jeaving and proceeding west, the couptry changes 
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and becomes undulating; the embankment was seen no more, and 
distant hills serrated the western horizon. As we neared I-chang, 
the dim blue outline of lofty ranges opened up in the north-west 
direction. 

On the 30th of March we passed the city of I-tu, at the con- 
fluence of the Chin-kiang, on the right bank; and shortly after 
passing a narrow portion of the river, formed converging 
conglomerate masses, where we observed the line of the river's rise 
to be 50 feet, we arrived at the Tien-chow Pagoda, two miles below 
I-chang, and the following day we moved up nearer the town. We 
seashell I-chang on the 31st March, and had now ascended a dis- 
tance of 1000 geographical miles from its mouth and 360 from 
Han-kow, and had found sufficient water for large steamers; 
being never less than 34 fathoms in mid-channel. We had also 
arrived at the termination of the low country, for to the west and 
north-west were ranges above ranges of lofty mountains. The 
city of I-chang, built on a slope on the left bank, from its position 
reg the high road from the mifiertas dba = produce 

auving to pass the great gorge 4 miles above it. We found 
20,000 braves or militia soldiers in transports, ready to proceed 
west to engage the Sz'chuan rebels. 

one our two days here we were the wonder of the place. 
The bank was thronged with thousands of soldicrs, while the water 
seemed alive with pleasure-boats, containing gentlemen and 
merchants with their wives and children, bringing with them their 
chow-chow and sweetmeats, to spend the day upon the water. 
The whole scene resembled a Thames regatta-day. With our 
guns, we landed on the right bank and entered one of the 
numerous gorges dividing the confused masses of conglomerate ; 
and, after an hour's ramble without finding game, ascended one of 
the huge blocks 1000 feet high. Here a most extraordinary scene 
presented itself; around us were these huge masses in the utmost 
confusion, for the most part independent of each other, and five 
times as big as St. Paul’s Cathedral, Some had assumed the 
forms of sugar-loaves, and others were erst Hy with precipitous 
sides. At the base of many were caves inhabited by sickly poor, 
who cultivated small patches of rice and wheat; while on the 
summits of others, and on the brinks of giddy precipices, were 
Llama temples. To the west and north towered ranges of lofty 
mountains ; and the river seemed to terminate a few miles above the 
city. To the east were small hills and undulating country to the 
plains beyond. We had here to change our boat for one more 
suited for the gorges and rapids, being made stronger and alto- 
gether different from the lighter craft used on the river below 


this port. 
On the Sth of April we again started, and passed through the 


labyrinth of large jonks off the city, crammed with armed men: 
many of them ce youths, while others, old rascals, showed. 


scars about their faces, which added greater ugliness to their 
villanous features. ‘The shouts and peals of laughter from these, 
with the cries from the swarms of small sampans like bees around 
us, capsizing each other, were deafening. After passing 3 miles 
above the city, we suddenly came to the Great I-chang Gorge; and 
our course, from north, suddenly became west, and fom a noble 
expanse of water 1000 yards asa the river became contracted to 
250 yards. 

As we entered slowly against a stream of 5 miles per hour, the 
contrast was strikingly grand: we had been two months in an 
open country, ascending a wide, quiet stream, and now had suddenly 
entered dark, narrow gorges, through lofty mountains, where the 
water rushes with impetuous speed over hidden rocks. The banks 
on each side towered above us 500 feet in sheer perpendicular 


walls, with huge masses of rock here and there seeming to over- ° 


hang their tops. Deep gorges opened on each side with water- 
falls taking iaave of 200 feet: some, jetting from the face of 
the cliffs midway down, dwindled into feathery cascades before 
reaching the bottom; others descended from the very summits 
of the walls, which, enveloped in mist, gave them the appear- 
ance of water-spouts isuing from the clouds; and others escaped 
from mouths of caves and tumbled over. grassy slopes. As 


we ascended, after passing a custom-house station, the gorge _ 


became still narrower, the walls of 500 fect enveloped im mist, 
and in many parts the witer resembled a boiling caldron. Large 
eaverns pierced the rock in several parts, some on the water level, 
wherein were fishing-boats at anchor, while others were entering 
their dark regions. Some, 100 feet high, were inhabited by 
Liama hermits, the only access being a chain or rope from the 
water. We sometimes passed a little hamlet with terraces of 
cultivation, where the formation of the cliif would allow of it, and 
occasionally a Bhuddist temple perched on a beetling rock 500 
feet above us. At every turn the ecenery altered and varied: the 
rocks were thrown into and assumed all imaginable shapes; arches 
across gorges, dark and misty, and caverns admitting daylight 
from the top, from which escaped screaming birds of prey. 
After emerging from the gorge, the country becomes more open 
yet mountainous, and well ae it with oak, fir, and cedars. We 
— well-built houses almost buried in cover: pretty granite 
ridges spanned the gullies in their gardens, and grottoes, tastily 
eovered with creeping plants, occupied conspicuous positions. The 
granite, over and between which the water foamed and tumbled 
‘with a great noise, * We had now arrived at the first of the rapid, 
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many of which we had to ascend during our upward course. These 


can exist only during a few months of the year, when the river 
is low, but disappear at its rise. On our return many no longer 
existed, the river baving risen Sp teidanae The ascent of these is 
often attended with danger; the towing-line sometimes dividing, 
and the boat driven back with igs velocity against the rocks and 
dashed to pieces. We passed the wrecks of some of these unfortu- 
nates. At all these rapids a village is stationed, and the people 
gain a living by assisting the crews in dragging their boats up. 
“his is performed with great caution: after a stronger line has 
been carried several hundred yards above the rapid, and the 
Villagers, to the number of 100 or more, added to the crew, and 
several natives have been stationed on projecting rocks, to clear the 
line, the boat cautiously advances; having five men in command 
of an enormous sweep, which projects over the bow 80 feet. 
Others are armed with bamboos, to pole her off any dangerous 
* vock. She approaches under the influence of an eddy, adage 
denly dashes into the foaming torrent. The line, which is of the 
strongest and lightest description, being of bamboo, becomes as 
tight as a bow-ctring, for the junk is now in the strength of the 
bar and inch by inch is dragged into the quieter water above. 

The boat often becomes very unsteady when the line catches 
any of the numerous rocks, aad. it is then that these savages dash 
into the torrent to release it; but often too late to prevent her 

_ coming into collision with a rock, the shock from which is prevented 
by a beam of very hard wood being projected to meet it, the end 
which is made fast by a few turns of a rope to a cross-beam of 
the boat; at the same time the great sweep is continually dipped 
into the stream to steady ber head. The labour the pw ple 
undergo during the ascent of these rapids is excessive, and thet 
shouts and drum-beating a3 signals, with the roar pf the water, 
almost st one of hearing, 

After the ascent of two rapids, viz. the Shan-tow Pien and Cor- 
morant Rocks, we approached the great Lucan Gorge, and as we 
entered we seemed to leave daylight behind. This isa deep rent 
in the mountains, the strata corresponding on both sides, and 
appears to be of hard, grey limestone. It is far der than the 

last, the passage being narrower, the walls more lo y, and the water 
cess Oe to the cliff, finding no bottom at 20 fathoms, A 
small interval only of a few miles of broken cliff and grassy slopes 
separates this from the Mi-tan Gorge, and here it seems as if the 
great walls had slipped, in one part causing the formidable rapid 
of Tsing-tan, where, at the village of this rapid, we observed coal 
for the first time since leaving Yo-chow. The grandeur of this 
gorge equals that of the Lucan. The passage through these is 
: (oflen Very tedious, having no tracking-path-in many parts, and 
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even where it exists it is so narrow and at so great a height that 
the danger is imminent. In many parts the path is eut out of 
the living rock, not wider than 12 inches, and 200 feet from 
the water, with nearly perpendicular walls above and below. It is 
sickening to watch some 40 or 40 men on these ledges, dragging 
at the line; sometimes they slip, and are precipitated and lost, but 
generally are saved by catching the line, which has the full weight 
of the rest, and supports them. | 

At all the breaks and intervals between the gorges, the country 
is thinly populated, aud supported by the scanty cultivation 
wherever it can be produced. | 

On the 8th of April, after leaving the Mi-tan, the lofty hills 
formed slopes to the water's edge, well covered with oak, elm, fir, 
cedar, and chestnut. On the same day, at a sharp bend of the 
river, we arrived at Kwei, on the left bank, a walled town of little 
importance ; two miles above which we came to coal-mines ero mg 
out from the hill-side, near the rapid of Ye-tan, which had a fall | 
4 feet in 30 yards, near the bank. c 

The next town passed was Pa-tung, and on the 10th we passed 
through the long gorge of Wu-shan, called after a town of that 
name, situated at its upper end on the left bank. In the middle 
of this are two minor gorges entering at right angles, which mark 
the boundary between the provinces of Hoo-peh and Sz’chuan. The 
upper portion of this gorge-is also remarkable for the number of 
inhabited caves, some 200 feet from the water. We first observed 
the cultivation of the poppy near Wu-shan. | 

On the 12th we passed through the Wind-box Gorge, which is 
remarkable for a villas built under the beetling cliff, some 100 
feet above the water, where the genial rays of the sun can never 
reach it. Immediately after issuing from this, we opened the city 
of Kwei-chow, and anchored under the walls for the of 
making inquiries regarding the road to the capital. his city, 
built on the left bank, stands on a slope 100 feet above the water, 
which has a small tributary immediately below it. Like other 
cities of China, it looks pretty from the water, with its many~ 
eoloured temples and pagodas; but within are narrow street 
recking with filth and everything disagreeable. The officials were 
bag Ms but had heard nothing of the Tien-Sien Treaty. 
On the following day, 13th April, we left for the town of Wan, 
40 miles un up. ‘The surrounding country is more open, the 





hills not so lgfty, and receding from the river, beautifully cu tivated 
from the banks to the very tops, looking green and refreshing, and 





forming a great contrast to the red and dark gorges through 
which we had just passed. The valleys were ok plore. 
oak, chestnut, and a tree producing a nut called the Tungtz, very 
powonous, from which RVR Sea ee ene 
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shady retreats are hamlets and villages totally different from those 
seen in Hoo-peh and other eastern provinces, and resembling some- 
what Swiss architecture, - 

Besides wheat and beans we found the poppy and fobaceo exten- 
sively cultivated. It was then the opium-harvest, and women and 
children were employed in lancing the pods, and collecting the 
tears of the previous night's imeisions into earthen pots. The 
poppy 1s very largely cultivated in this province, and we were told 
that they hoped shortly to produce sufficient to supply the country. 
For more than 200° miles in succession, the river-banks and 
terraced hills produced little else but this drug and tobacco ; but 
as We fkocheded farther the crops were gathered, and we were 
not able to judge of its growth beyond, as the harvest is over in 
the beginning of May. Tt is extensively smoked by men, women, 
and even oilarea, Our boatmen, whose pay per diem was but 
100 cash, or fivepence, could afford to mdulge in this luxury after 
the day’s toil ; and they would rise in the morning hale peary foes : 
and hay for the fatigues of tracking under a broiling sun for 14 


never witnessed any pernicious effects from its moderate — 


use; and although when used to excess it has the same injurious 
affects on the brain as ardent spirits, yet it has the advantage uver 
the latter, that it soothes rather than excites the exhausted powers, 
both mental and physical; and no disgusting exhibitions—so 
common in this country—are seen among the people of the 
interior, ‘The native tobacco is much used by all classes, but it 
is of an inferior quality to that in Manilla and Cuba. 

The river becomes wider above Kwei-chow, averaging 200 
yards, and although obstructed by rapids, only one, the Low-ma 
(Old Horse), was found equal to those among the gorges. Along 
the shingly flats and islands which we often passed, the natives 
were washing for gold, and at one part the river is called the 
Golden Reach. Two miles below Wan is one of these extensive 
flats, which was marked out by Government into lots, and let out 
to the washers, who were in great numbers. | 
_ We arrived at Wan on evening of the 16th of April, and 
had attained a distance of 1250 miles from Woo-sung or Shang-hai. 
The ame fila Pee we received visits from the officials, who 
informed us it was impossible to proceed by land to Chi z-tu, 
as the whole country was in the possesion of rebels and roebaee 
We proposed to the General that we should lead his army on to 
battle, nie aaah ech but he would not listen to it, and 
recommended our following the river to the city of Chunc-ki 
200 miles farther west. : 4 ne Es 

We left Wan on the 18th, and the following day came to the 
large village of Hu-lin. Two miles below this, three gentlemen 
bourded us, ind entering the cabin immediately prostrated them- 
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selves before us, bumping their foreheads three times on the deck. 


They then informed us that they were Christians from the village 
above, where some thousands of the same persuasion were living ; 
that they had heard of our approach from boats preceding us, and 
stay a day with them and rejoice with them in the happy prospects 
that the Church would now no longer be persecuted, since the true 
Christians from the West were travelling the length of their land, 
in their native costume, without disguise and without fear. As we 
neared the village, the banks became lined with the people dressed 





in all their best ; while others, more eager to welcome us, came 


off in small boata, and crowded on board to bow before us, It 
was in vain that the Rev, Mr, Schereschewsky told them that 
we were but men like unto themselves, and that it was very 
wrong todo so: their reply was always that we were the Hol 
Men from the Western Ocean, who had first brought the clad 
tidings, and respect and reverence were due to us. He then tried 
to explain to them the difference between the Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, which they could not understand, saying we 
all worshipped the same Jesus Christ and his Mother. The 
larger junk, containing the rest of the party, being far behind, we 
gratified them by visiting their chapel. Sedan-chairs were in 
waiting, and we landed under an Imperial salute of three guns, 
while crackers and fireworks were let off without number, No 
common coolies carried our chairs, but the gentlemen of the place, 
who squabbled among themselves for this honour. As we passed 
through their narrow, crowded streets, fireworks and bombs were 
exploded by a procession in front, almost suffocating us with the 
smoke, We found their chapel to be a miserable building, con- 
taining the usual Romish decorations; but they told us that the 
mandaring had recently destroyed their little church, and they had 
not yet the heart to rebuild it, In spite of our remonstrances, the 
same prostrations were performed by these proselytes of the Romish 
faith ; who considered it a great privilege, and repeatedly asked our 
blessing, It was sad to see the great disappointment depicted im 
their faces when we told them time would not permit us to partake 
of the banquet they had provided for ua On returning to our 
boat they heaped presents of all kinds of chow-chow upon us, and 
begged us to report to the Bishop of Chane a the shameful 
treatment they had received from the mandarins, This is only one 
of the many instances which we witnessed of the good these 
Catholic priests have done in China, | 
On the same day we passed the great rock temple rithm ca 
of “Shi-pow-chai,” or House of the Precious Stone, This roc 
stands solitary and alone, and is 250 feet high, with a sheer perpen- 
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dicular face. .A Llama village stands on its summit, and the only 
access to it is by a handsome nine-storied pagoda, built into the 
rock and reported to be 1500 years old. ri 

- The country between Wan and Chung-king is beautifully varied. 
Tn some parts the mountains sty 8 easily to the water, well wooded - 
with plantations of orange, and tropical vegetation mingled with 
that of a colder climate. ‘The poppy was everywhere to be seen, 
and we passed several tron and coa/l mines. 

On Sunday the 28th of April, at 3 pat, we arrived at Chung- 
ki This city is of vast extent, and divided by the clear waters 
of the Ho-tow, each portion being built on beetling sand-cliffs, 
surrounded by a wall of 50 feet. This double city is the most 
oo in Sz'chuan for commerce as well as a military station, 

nd it was here our little a Aig only saved from total destruc- 
tion through the vigilance of the bishop. 

On the morning after our arrival, as we were about to enter the 
city to visit the Tau-tai, a heated and excited messenger delivered 
to us a letter from the bishop, begging us not to leave our boats, 
and to arm ourselves at once, as he had discovered a plot that the 
soldicrs were ready to assassinate us on our entering the city, and 
then plunder our boats. iyi? | 

Ve were not long in preparing for the worst. Our four Sikhs 
were armed with our double guns, while we had our rifles and 
revolvers, making in all $2 barrels. During this time the soldiers 
were collecting im masses along the shore, and our landing-plank 
was drawn on board, 

Another letter soon followed the first, saying that 12 a.m. was 
the hour they intended attacking ; and we made ready to slip from 
the shore as soon as the fight began, and the leaders were picked 
out as the firet to bite the dust. . 

The hour came, but no attack; and we supposed that our war- 
like appearance cowed them, for Colonel Sarel had put on his 
uniform. Had they fought, we might have been overcome by 
numbers, but the Whitworth ball would have told fearfully among 
such a mass. The following day the authorities had quieted the 
people, and Sarel and Blakiston visited the prefect, leaving the 

its in charge of nryself and the Sikhs. 

Finding here, as at Wan, that the land-route was held by the 
rebels, we continued our ascent of the river as far as Su-chow, 

, thence hoping to reach the capital by ascending the river Min. 

On the 4th of May we left the inhospitable people of Chung- 
king, and arrived at Su-chow on the 18th, distant 1750 miles 
Woo-sung. e 

We od many walled cities, the most important being Ho- 











chou, and Kiang-an. ‘Twenty miles above Chung-king 
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we passed the picturesque rocky island of Kin-tin-tsze, rising from 
the of the river in the form of a sugarloaf, and capped with a 
handsome temple and a two-storied pagoda 7 

The scenery of this portion of the river surpassed in beauty 
-yet seen. The people are a stronger. and finer race, and dep 
on themselves for ss Se having strong redoubts near their vill 
to flee to in case of necessity. The opium had been harvested, 
and the terraced hills were green with young rice and Indian corn. 

At Su-chow we witnessed another instance of the rotten state 
of the Government, The city gates were closed against their own 
militia, who had arrived to protect the place against the rebels, 
and a letter from the prefect informed us that, if these entered, 
they would doubtless overcome the Imperial soldiers and sack the 
city, A great fight took place between the braves of Yu-nan and 
those of Aachen, which lasted cight hours, and their officers 
came to us for protection. When the battle was over, the slain 
were dragged to the bank, robbed of their clothes, and pitched 
into the water. 

These braves were always a great annoyance to us, and we 
were often in danger of being robbed and murdered by them. 
Among their own people they can do as they like, entering their 
houses or boats, examining every article, and taking away what 
they please. This they tried with us, but were always so roughly 
handled that they saw plainly we were not afraid of them. One 
of our party, while out walking and far away from the boat, happened 
to be surrounded by them, and one, more bold than the others, 
tried to trip him up, but was immediately felled in the usual Eng- 
lish manner, though in the best of good-humour, the En lishman 
laughing heartily at his prostrate foe. ‘The crowd responded with 
roars of laughter, leaving their companion to slink away as best 
he could, On another occasion, one of our party, while ee 

they 






quail in the ripe cornfields, found himself surrounded | 

hundreds of these ruffians, who were much surprised w 

saw him making double shots; but when he took a 50-cash piece, 

which is twice the size of a penny, and, pitching it mto the air, 

blew it completely away, they looked es him as a being with 
Clee 


miraculous powers, and probably fancied the same might be per- 
formed on hemacheon if they wiicbishisved: It was by these means, 
and showing no fear, that they left us alone ; and I believe that 
ten judicious Englishmen might travel the length and breadth of 
the empire without very great danger. | 

All classes believed that with our binocular glasses we could see 
through city-walls and several feet beneath the surface of the 
earth, and had the power of discovering any mineral wealth. This 
was given as one Teason why they objected to our travelling by 





land. 
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The accounts which we had heard regarding the rebels proved 
here to be too true, numbers of headless bodies continually floating 
past us from the river Min. Our boatmen positively refused to 
~ ipsetie beigh A esrbega was ohn Higiaer rah Ser 

it ourselves, which some of our party did not agree to; so it 
was decided we should <— the oe d et my hate 
Yang-taze is called above Su-chow—with a forlorn hope of getting 
into some quieter district. ‘The river above Su-chow becomes 
very narrow, and p: through a mountainous country, but 
we always found deep water. After ascending 25 mules, we 
came to a remarkable gorge, 14 miles in length, where coal crops 
out from its precipitous walls. At every turn and in every 
direction were galleries worked by the natives; some of them 
were 800 feet from the water, and the coal descends in baskets 
sliding on stout ropes to the junks below. : 

On the 25th of May we arrived at Ping-shan, the farthest point 
reached by the expedition; and here, after repeated ineffectual 
attempts to obtain land-transport—for our crews refused to proceed 
farther—we made wp our minds to take possession of a temple 
well positioned for protecting ourselves against an attack, and 
spend a few months in abe hope that the country might then 
i repaceficte havicg, bese unde for 1 boats the 

All preparations having ) made for leaving our boats th 
Biota airing, we sat down to our dinner, when suddenly a 
noise like the shouts of a legion of maniacs rent the air, and we 
instantly armed ourselves, thinking the people were making a 

’ rush at the boats; but we found the rebels were pouring down the 
hill at the back of the city and attacking 1. ‘The whole hill side 
was lighted up with hundreds of lanterns, and the city walls also 
suddenly became illuminated with torches at each of the em- 
brasures. The yells and cries from the combatants, and the 
explosion of gingalls and cannon, were so great that we could 
searcely hear each other speak. I had only just time to jump into 
my boat when our crews cat us adrift: from the darkness of 
the might and the din of the battle we could neither see nor hear 
each other, and consequently our boats became separated, myself 
and one Sikh only occupying the smaller. 
It was an anxious night for all; for wherever we attempted to 
make fast to either basil, an explosion of gingalls drove us away. 
During the night, however, we effected a mooring on the Yu-nan 
side, and I and my Sikh were standing on the house watching the 
battle, when several men rushed at our boat, and, after firing three 
heavy gingalls within 15 i bathe obtained a footing on our junk; 
but we soon cleared the deck and got away with the loss only of 
one of our crew. The next morning we picked him up on the 
opposite bayk, he having taken to the water for safety. At day- 
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break, seeing no trace of the other boat, I slowly dropped down 

the stream to search for it; when a few miles below the town, to 

my great joy, 1 discovered it safely at anchor under 4 beetling 
iff. 


Thus, after ascending 1800 miles of this river, exploring and 
surveying 900 miles beyond any other Boros save the Jesuits 
in the Chinese costume, and penetrating to the western borders of 
the empire—for we were only a few miles from the country of the 
independent tribes the Maoutse—we had now to abandon all hope 
returned to Shanghai after an absence of five months, 

But, although failing in accomplishing our grand object, our 
lubours had thus far been successful; for we had discovered that 
the mines of the great coal-gorge, if properly worked, would supply 
sufficient fuel for the consumption of all the steamers in China ; 
that the valleys of the mountains produce abundance of corn, tea, 
silk, and opium, and in quieter times the amount would be quad~ 
rupled, and Shanghai must become the emporium of this po 
artery ; also that at certain seasons the river is navigable for light- 
draught steamers 1800 miles. 

In a geographical point, we had discovered that the north 
boundary of the south-west province of Yu-nan forms the right 
bank of the river at Ping-shan, which the present maps represent 
ns 100 miles to the southward, We had also come to the conclu- 
sion that there was no Imperial rule in China; that bands of 
rebels and robbers were devastating the country in all directions, 
In the eastern provinces were the Tai-pings; in the south-west 


the formidable band of Mussulmans; and in Sz’chuan the Tu-feh: 


how many others we could not tell, but many, no doubt ; and 


these have no connection with each other. We also found that 
the followers of the Prophet were very numerous, and Roman 
Catholics were everywhere to be met, ready, at all times aud at 
their own risk, to assist Europeans. 

At Ping-shan we were visited by a chief of the independent 
tribea and a few of his followers. We found them a taller, 
stronger, and much darker race than the Chinese: their heac 
were completely shaven, and they wore a turban peaked in the 
front. ‘They were without the prominent cheekbone and almond- 
shaped eye of the Chinese, their features resembling more the 
natives of India. From them we received marked kindness, and 
they told us that if we could get into their country there would be 
no difficulty in passing through to India. The Chinese thought 
we were in some way connected with them, and called us the 
White Maoutse. | 
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I—The Fiji Islands. By M. Bexsvsan. 
; Read, April 14, 1962. 
THs group of islands is the finest in the South Seas. Distant 
800 miles from Sydney and 2200 from Melbourne, they 
extend from 15° 30" to 20° 30° south latitude, and from 177° east 
to 178° west longitude. The group contains 180 reef-bound 
islands, 80 only of which are inhabited. Together they cover an 
area of about 40,000 square miles, 
They were discovered by the Dutch navigator Abel Janson 


)) Tasman in 1643, and were subsequently visited by Captain Cook 


& = 


and by Captain Bligh in 1792; they were surveyed by Commodore 
Wilkes, of the United States Exploring Expedition, in the years 
1539-40-41-42-43. Commodore Wilkes published a most ‘inte- 
resting narrative of the expedition, and likewise a large and minute 
chart of the group, which I believe to be the best of the day." 
Captain Denham since then examined the group in H.M.S. Heratd, 
and published a chart of the Archipelago, 

Phe population has been estimated by some at 400,000 iy 
(itinstons Wilkes at 133,000; and by others at 200,000; whicl 
last estimate I believe to be most correct. ee | 

It is certainly a difficult matter to arrive at even an approxi- 
mate census in such a country: firstly, because very few Europeans 
penetrate into the mountains to form their own idea of the popula- 
tion: and getaig | because the natives’ ideas of calculation are 
very limited, for if you iaguke of a native how many people live 
on such a mountain, he will be sure to say an immense number; 
but it is impossible to learn from his description whether he means 
one hundred or two thousand. 

In 1804 a number of convicts having escaped from New South 
Wales, twenty-seven of them settled here. En ging in warfare 
for and against certain native chiefs, these men, through strife and 


excesses, soon decreased in numbers In 1806 the group was 


visited by trading-vessels, for the purpose of procuring béche-de-mer 
and sandalwood: for the China miaveetn and in 1309 the brig 
Eliza was wrecked on the Nairi reef, and a Swede of the name of 
Savage, passenger in her, saved a portion of her cargo, consisting 
of muskets and gunpowder, and taught the natives the use of fire. 
arms. This made him very popular, universally feared, and re- 

cted. Prior to this event the only Fijian weapons were clubs 
and spears, and these they were in the habit of using both cowardly 
and cruelly. Even to this day every man carries a club, stuck in 


* Admiral J. Erskine visited these islands in the years 1849—" a 
his Journal in 1g53.—Ep, a the years 1819-50, and published 
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his seanty apparel, in the ga? hei and when he abandons himeelf 


to repose, his first care is 
ready to his hand. | 

«So beautiful,” says Commodore Wilkes, “ was the appearance 
of the islands, that I could scarcely bring my mind to the realizing 
sense of the well-known fact that they were the abode of a savage, 
ferocious, and treacherous race of cannibals.” 

At the east end of the group the Asiatic peculiarities prevail, 
dying away as we go westward, and giving place to an African, 
though not negro type. eer 

Until lately a strict observance of their brutal custom to slaughter 
all shipwrecked or distressed foreigners who may have been cast 
on their inhospitable shores, has tended to maintain intact the 
aboriginal race. , 

The people at the cast end of the group are much finer built than 
those to the westward; the former possessing a mixture of 'Tongese 
blood in their veins, and being in some cases really handsome, 
somewhat resembling the natives of New Zealand. 

In the year 1840 only one of the escaped convicts who had 
settled there, an Irishman of the name of Paddy Connor, survived. 
He was fighting-man for the King of Rewa; and his influence among 
the natives was so great, that all his desires, some of which were of 
the most inhuman kind, were gratified: the King of Rewa always 
avenging, and often in the most cruel way, any real or fancied 
wrongs done to this man. 

Viti Levu is the largest and most populous island in the group; it 
is 87 miles long by 57 miles broad, possesses a copper-mine, noticed 
and placed in Capt, DVenham's chart, plenty of marshy land suitable 
for growing rice, and very fine timber. The British Government 
forwarded instructions to Consul Pritchard, about the middle of 
the year 1860, to explore the interior of this island. | 

Pacis Levu is the name of the other large island, which is 100 
miles long by 25 miles broad, and supposed to contain about 20,000 
heathens, There are in it mountains rising 4000 to 5000 feet above 
the level of the sea. | | 

The island of Ovalau measures 8 miles from north to south, and 
7 miles broad: it possesses a fine harbour on the eastern ide, 
called Levuka, which is quite equal to an artificial dock. Vessels 
can always procure wood and water there, and the highest part of 
the island is about 2000 feet above the level of the sea. It has 
always been the favourite residence of the whites, and must continue 











to be so from its peculiarly central position with regard to the re- 
p- Though it gen a productive island, the 


mainder of the gro’ | 
east side being all barren rock and the natives being more indolent 


than the are in other parts of the Archipelago, nevertheless there 
is a resitent missionary and schoolm ster, an English, merical 





fely to deposit his weapon so that it is” 
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and Hawaiian Consul, and a number of good mechanics. To 
‘illustrate the partiality that white men have residing in Levuka, 
I can only say that the whole town has been destroyed by fire on 
various occasions, and has always been rebuilt on the same spot. 
There are two never-failing streams, having their source in the 
mountains, and nothing can exceed the calm beauty of many of the 
spots irrigated by these rivulets: magnificent drooping willows 
overhang the water, and convert the meandering stream into # 
luxurious bathing-place, sheltered, cool, and most conducive to 
health, H.B.M. Consul, William Thomas Pritchard, endeavoured 
to form a township at the south-east end of the island of Ovalau, 
and styled it Port Kinnaird, in compliment to the Hon, Arthur 
Kinnaird, who is reported to take great interest in the development 
of the resources of the Fijian Archipelago; but the access to and 
egress from this elas settlement are so difficult for ships, whether 
large or small, that no captain will ever take a vessel there unless 
compelled. Bureta, which is the native name of the land adjoining 
Port Kinnaird, must necessarily be disagreeable and very unhealthy, 
being entirely deprived of the trade-wind by its geographical posi- 
tion, and infested with mosquitoes. Port Kinnaird was formerly the 
. Tesidence of some white men, but was abandoned on account of its 
_ wufavourable position, | 
M Moturiki is a very fine though small island: it is partly joined 
by a reef to Ovalan. 

Wakaia, the island so favourably noticed by Commodore Wilkes, 
is owned by an American gentleman of the medical profession, now 
acting as United States Consul. This island is the residence of 
many of the half-castes, and is well stocked with pigs, cattle, poultry, 
Fablits, and various descriptions of game. 

The valleys of Somu-Somu are well adapted to agricultural 
od some and the island of Kantavu abounds in very beantiful 
furniture timber. The remainder of the islands, except Bau, the 
capital, are unimportant. Ban is the residence of Ring Thakambas, 

mily, Tha- 





has wives, children, and other members of the royal 

kambau, or, as he is often culled, the Vanivalo, meaning the General, 

is a man about the middle height, copper-coloured, and about fifty 

years of age. He is highly intelligent, and fond of the society of 

white men; he has a large and handsome family, the younger 
branches of whieh he is desirous of having edueated in Europe. 

i Lakemba is the largest island in the eastern part of the group, 

|\ and is the headquarters of the Wesleyan missionaries. 'This mis= 

sion was established about the year 1835, and the progress it has 

made 1s almost incredible. | 

Considering the ‘aeeros) of the islands to the equator, they are 

_ | neither hot nor sickly—the fierceness of the sun’s beat being. tem- 

"| pered by the cool breezes from the wide surface of the ocean. The 
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mean temperature of the group isabout 80°, and 87° in the summer. 


months; the extremes are 60° and 120°. One of the principal 
diseases is called dthoke: it has somewhat the appearance of stall- 
pox, though far more disfiguring and formidable; it causes the 
body to break out in large ulcers, and is accompanied with rheu- 
matic pains in the bones, It usually attacks children, and lasts 
from nine months to three years, frequently proving fatal. My 
slight pathological knowledge and my close study of the subject 
lead me to think that it arises from poor living, too much vegetable 


diet, and Sree to damp. Rheumatism is prevalent, and a ” 
ephantiasis, which, however, invariably leaves the 


species of eley 
patient with a change of air and climate. Cases of dysentery, 
pulmonary complaints, fevers, and ophthalmia, are very rare ; aul 


such Europeans aa live temperately usually enjoy very good health, 


I will now to examine the character of the people, 
ogether with their barbarous habits and customs; and | fear that 
the result must leave with you, as it has with me, a most unfavourable 
opinion of the Fijians, In the‘first place, they are addicted to thiev- 
ing, and, with all their ferocity, are very great cowards. ‘They tell 
falschoods, even when the truth would better answer their purpose: 
aman that is-expert at mendacity is looked upon as a very accom- 
plished individual. Covetousness, which ig a great incentive to 
vice, is.a strong feature in the Fijian character; the more one gives 
them, the more they want. In the year 1549 the former king of 
Somu-Somu wished to collect the people into the town in which he 
was residing, for the purpose of having them all under his eye; and 
the person ordered to communicate his desire was instructed to 
make everybody who refused to obey the royal commands. 

Thakambau, who has been formerly a moet desperate cannibal, 
is the sovereign chief of Ban, and the most powerful chief in the 
group at the present day. He is not acknowledged at the east 
end of the group, and his authority is not so great as it for- 
merly was, A few years since be would go to an island with ten 
or twenty tans of empty casks, eall the inhabitants together, and 





desire them to make sufficient cocoanut-oil to fill those casks within — 


a stipulated time, intimating that if disobeyed the casks should be 


aad 


—— 


with the beads of all those who had failed to execute his‘com- 


mands ; but, thanks to missionary labours, euch tyranny no longer 
exists. ; 
These people possess a root, highly prized all over the South 
Seas, called kava (Piper rasthisricum), of which they make a nar- 
cotic drink, called yangona. The process of manufacture of this 
is curious and original: it is masticated by young girls, spit out 
into a large bowl, and then mixed with water. After bemg squeezed 


‘and strained it is Sry" for use, and tastes very much likea mixture 
of Turkey rhubarb andsoapsuds. They are in the habitof drinking 
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toasts and sentiments, as we do with wine, and one of their favourite 
ones is a dong pig; by which they mean, may they soon have a 
cooked human being to eat. They likewise have innumerable brutal 
i Comore Women are strangled with their own consent when their 
| Ausbands die, thereby desiring to demonstrate to their late husbands’ 

friends and relations their sincere affection for the departed ; i 
short, they live and die like martyrs. Old men and women are 
often buried alive by their own children, from the idea they enter- 
tain that they are perfectly useleas when old, and that their spirits 
are dead if their bodies be alive. Mr. Williams, one of the mis 
sionaries, relates a curious illustration of this practicn9 Mr, Hunt 
was called upon one day by a young man, requesting he would 
pray for the ae of his mother, who was dead, On inquiry, the 
ing man told him that his brothers and himself were pong to 
ury her. Mr, Hunt accompanied the young man, telling him he 
would follow in the funeral procession and do as he desired him, 
supposing, of course, that the corpse would be brought along; but 
on meeting the procession, the young man said to him that this was 
the funeral, and pointed to his mother, who was walking along with 
them. Mr. Hunt naturally expressed his surprise to the young 
man, and inquired how he could, deceive him by saying that his 
mother was dead: in reply to which he said he! | made het death- 
feast and was now going to bury her, as she was very old: that his 
brothers and himself considered she had lived long enough, and 
that it was time to bury her: that she had given her consent to the 
proceeding. He added that it was from ure love for his mother 
that he had acted thus. Mr. Hunt did all jn his power to prevent 
snch a horrible crime; but the only reply he sata obtain to his 
‘ entreaties was, that she was his mother and he ber child, and that 
* they had a right to do what mutually pleased them. On reaching 
the grave, when all, including children, grandchildren, relations, 
and friends, took an affectionate leave of her, a rope was put round 
her neck by her own sons, who strangled her, after which she was 
put into the grave with the usual ceremonies. When a man, 
Woman, or cluild is ill with a lingering disease, the unfortunate 
victim 1s strangled sa or her relatives. I heard of a man who 
ran a spear through his leg on the death of his child, I presume to 
make him feel the loss. [t is a common practice to lop off one of 
their fingers on the death of a relative; and on the death of the” 
former king of Somu-Somu, 100 little fingers were ainputated, 
fastened to reeds and stuck in the thatch of the king's house, as a 
mark of respect. Selimmolation is by no means rare, they believing 
that as they leave this world so they remain ever after; that is to 
say, that by terminating their lives in youth, they will remain young 

in the land of spirits. 

\ Cannibalism is one of their institutions ; it still forms one of their 
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pursuits (out of ic of white men), and is regarded by the mass 


asa refinement. his is a subject of such a revolting nature and 
such painful interest, that, until recently, there were many who 
refused to believe in its existence in modern times; but such 
incredulity has been forced to yield to indisputable and repeated 
evidence. Late in the year 1851, fifty bodies were cooked and _ 
eaten at one time at Namena. The various ways in which these 
atrocities have been committed are really too disgusting to he 
related. Whatever may have been the original cause of that 
abominable practice in Fiji, whether famine or superstition, there 
is not the slightest excuse for its continuance at the present time. 
Food of every kind abounds (with the exception of butchers’ meat), 
and the spontaneous supply of it is undoubtedly sufficient to feed 
ten times the number of Inhabitants. The relation of their can-. 
nibal atrocities would be sufficient to make one's hair stand on 
end. They, however, have been daily diminishing since the settle- 
ment of the Wesleyan missionaries, and we may hope that they 
will be totally discontinued in the course of a short time, ‘Thus 
far we find that the Fijians are notorious for lying, thieving, 
munler, and cannibalism. I shall add one more crime to the list 
which I do not find mentioned by any author—that of incendiarism, 
When a native owes a grudge to a white man, that is his system 
of revenge. 

An examination of their religious system is attended with con- 
siderable difficulty: their traditional mythology is dark, vague, 
and perplexing. Nevertheless an idea of the Deity is familiar to 
the Fijian, and the 


- mene a petra aie power, 
controlling all earthly things, is fully recognized by him. Idolatry, 
in “Sha sense of the term, ened never to have been Laene 
for they make no attempt to furnish material representations of 
their gods, as is done in the Solomon group, to worship the 
heavenly bodies, the elements, or any natural objects: newbie 
they reverence certain stones as shrines of their gods, and regard 
certain clubs with superstitious respect. Nearly every town or 
village has one or more Bures or Temples; no pains bei 
ured for their erection and finish. The Bure is a very useful 
ace; it is the council-chamber, and small parties of strangers are 
often entertained in it. Though built expressly for the purposes 
of religion, it is less devoted to them than to any others. It is 
genorally in these temples that their priests pretend to become 
nspired, though occasionally they do the same in private houses, 
saad open th fe pen air, ‘These priests are mere fortune-tellers, 
invariably pretending to be inspired by their mythological gods to 
enable them to foretell eae Fenilt of a war, or the accomplishment 
ofa marriage. When anybody consults them, he places a whale's 
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tooth (an article highly prized in Fiji, and formerly a sort of cur- 
reney) and a dish of scented oil before the priest: the latter then 
anoints himself with the same, and on receiving the tooth, regards 
it with deep and serious attention; he then becomes absorbed in 
thought, and all eyes watch him with unblinking steadineas, Ina 
few minutes he trembles; slight distortions are seen on his face, 
and twitching movements in fis limbs: these increase to a violent 
muscular action, until his whole frame is convulsed, and the man 
shivers as if he were in a fit of azue, . In ome instances this is 
accompanied with murmurs and sobs, The priest is then thought 
to be possessed by his god, and all his words and actions are eon- 
sidered as no longer his own, but those of the deity who has 
entered into him. While giving the answer to any question put 
to him, his eyes stand out and roll as if he were in a frenzy his 
voice is unnatural, his face pale, his lips livid, his breathing de- 
a and his entire appearance like that of a furious mac man, 
Perspiration runs from every pore, tears start from his eyes, and it 


* Feally needs a person of very strong nerve to be an eye-witness to 


such a perfect piece of acting without fecline some emotion. 

The Fijian langua, belongs to the Malay or Polynesian type, 
and, according to Mr. Williams, there are fifteen different dialects ; 
th some bear resemblance to each other, there are many of 
them very different. [ believe most of the missionaries are 
aitieintes with a great many of them, as they have already 
translated the Scriptures into four different ones :—Bau, Rewa, 
Somu-Somu, and Lakemba. 

The Fijian language is admitted to be the richest of any in the 
South Seas, A Fijian Dictionary and Grammar have been pub 
lished by the Wesleyan Missionary Press, by the late much 
lamented Dr. David Hazlewood :—Good morning, si yandra ; 


good night, sa mothe; one, ndua; two, erua: three, dolu; four, 


van; five, lima; six, onu; seven, vitu ; eight, valu ; nine, eva; ten, 
teene ; one hundred, ndua ndrau ; one thousand, ndua undolu. 
‘se of the words in Polynesian languages are in one or two 
As the wealth of countries dependa on the amount of value of 
what they export, it will be essentially necessary to commence by 
referring to what they do ex and then point out Aow those 
exports could be increased, “Sit calculation 150 to 200 tuna 
per annum of eocoanut-oil is ‘exported from Fiji; and before 
proceeding any further I will explain the different processes af 
manufacture, They take about fifty nots in Fiji to make a 
gallon of oil, aa t ¢ substance is scraped out of the shell and 
then boiled, by which process all the liquid evaporates execpt 
the oil. In the islands more to the eastward the substance 
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Seraped out of the shell is put intoa canoe moored close to the 
beach, and left to rot in the sun, which takes about ten days. In 
some places they make a gallon of oil from fifteen nuts, and in 
others they require more than fifty; partly owing to the quality of 
the nut, and partly from the inge uity of the natives in the process 
of manufacture. With hydraulic presses of course much more oil 
is obtained, though a great deal depends on the soil and position 
of the trees, which should be grown on a sand suil, as close te the 
eed as possible, and exposed to the sun and sea air, = The nuts 
that grow inland are very small and poor, the trees bearing only 
half the quantity of those on the coast, 'The prime of life of a 
cocoa-nut tree is from ten to forty years, About 50 tons of héche- | 
de-mer, which is a smoke-dried sea-slug taken off the reefs, has of 
late ben annually exported, though 600 tons have frequently been 
shipped direct to Manilla in twelve months, It is highly prized in 
China for making soup, and is considered by the Chinese a great 
delicacy. The consumption of this béchede-mer has considera bly 
fallen off of late years in China, in consequence of a substitute 
called the mutton-fish having been shipped in large quantities 
from California to China at a much lower cost. | 

About 2000 Ibs. weight of tortoise-shell is annially obtained 
in the group. About 100 tons of pearl-shell could be annually 
obtained if natives of neighbouring islands were introduced to dive 
for the purpose. Some very valuable pearls have likewise been 
found. Spars have lately been shipped, and the wood is valuable 
and very beautiful for furniture-making. With regard to the 
gone of cotton—that being the all-absorbing topic of the day—I 
find in Baines’s ‘ History of Cotton Manufacture’ the following o 
vations, which appear to me remarkably applicable to the Fijis:— 
* The plant flourishes most, and produces cotton of the very finest 
quality. on the sea-coast. ‘The most valuable cotton known is the 
sea Island, and is so valuable only because it js gtown -in close 
proximity to the sea." T take for granted that everybody is aware 
of the fact that cotton has been successfully sown, grown, ani 
gathered, in this archipelago. Indigo, tobacen, tea, coffee, sugar, 
and rice, could all be cultivated with facility, so far as the climate 
and soil go; but the real stop to all such enterprise is the actual 
want of native labour—the natives will positively not work, People 
inquire why they will not work. My answer is, because they have 
no wants, The spontaneous srpahy of food far exceeds their 
wants, They make their own ecanty dresses, build their own 
houses, their own canoes; make their own mats to lie upon, their 
own cooking-utensils of pottery; and they are independent of the 
white man, prreacig fear lum, and respect his ingenuity . 

Printed cottons, hardware, groceries, spirits of the lowest quality, 
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and many other articles, which are unsaleable elsewhere, are 
ipped fees for barter. A good many people are engaged 
in trade there, but there is ee of room for more, Of late, 
people have purchased land for she farming, For agriculture 
the Fijians surpass all the natives Western Polynesia: the 
grow varieties of yams, and occasio y two crops a year, Their 
ordinary yams weigh from 6 to 12 lbs,, and extraordinary ones 
from 30 t) 100 lbs. Sugar-cane grows well, and ripens in about 
fourteen months: the canes girt from 3 to 7 inches, and the leaves 
are used for thatching. There are some fine orange-proves in the 
vicinity of Rewa, and some small cargoes have been shipped thence 
to New Zealand. They build fine large double-canova, some 
100 feet long by 25 feet beam, and 60 feet mast. These are 
singularly different from every other description of navalearchi- 
tecture, as the sails are made the shape of a kite—that is to say, 
large at the top and narrow at the bottom, These sails are inade 
of matting, and are sewn together with large sail-needles made of 
the shin-bones of men. Their mats, fans, baskets, and pottery 


E. 


are worth noticing. The arts of wig-making and hair-dressing 


are most ingenious; and when a chief's hair is dressed for an 
oceasion, almost every hair of his head is separately curled, the 
operation usually occupying many hours, The women generally 
Wear their hair cut close. About’ five pounds’ worth of merchan- 
dise will pay for building a good native house, water-tight, cool in 
Summer, and warm in winter, The cost of living is very trifling. 
Phe duties of the Fijian chiefs allow them m3 leisure time, as 
their only occupations are feasting and fighting. They have gene- 
rally two or three attendants about their persons, who feed shag. 
aks ke and light their cigars, made out of native-grown tobaceo, 
which is very good, and rolled in dried banana-leaves, An attend- 
ant. pri mm a rag * wives complete the retinue of Fijian 
royalty. ve dignity of a Fijian chief used to be estimated 
th seule of bana! | ; am te Mon 
Rank is heredita , descending through the female: an arrange- 
ment customary nearly all over the South Seas. 

_ itis by foreign commerce and capital that the resources of these 
islands must be developed, and a sufficient degree of material 
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IV.—Remarks on a Government Mission to the Fiji Islands, 
By BerrHoLp SEEMANN, PH.D., F.1.S., F.2.G.8. 
Read, April 14, 1862, 


Ix 1859 Mr. W. T. Pritchard, H.M. Consul in Fiji and a Fellow 
of this Society, came to England in order to communicate to Her 
~ sty's Government that Cakobau (Thakombau), king of Viti 
‘ij, had ceded the whole group over which his sway extended— 

n pace about as large as Wales, or cight times that of the Ionian 
Islands—to the Queen of Great Britain. For various outrages 
asserted to have been committed against the life and property of 
citizens of the United States, the American Government had 
dation Cape upon Fiji a se of 45,000 dollars, and the corvette Van- 
. Sinclair, had been sent to enforce the claim. In a 





on pay having no regulated system of taxation, this sum 
was quite beyond the means of the Fijian king to pay ; and one of 
the stipulations of the cession was that this debt, which the natives 
were ready to make = by assigning the proprietorship of 200,000 
acres of good land, was viauidlated Capt. Towns, a patriotic 
eitizen of Sydney, fully persuaded, like cae other Australian 
colonists, that it would be highly desirable for England to 

the Fijis, actually offered to give a cheque for the whole amount, 
in order to remove, at least, one of the objections that might 


Leet be urged against the acceptance of the Fijian offer. 


ne ahora destitute of money—all exchange being carried — 


= . 
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of the other stipulations of the cession was, that Cakoban . 


should retain his rank and title as “king” in so far as the abori- 
ginal population was concerned ; while he made over to the Queen 
not simply a Protectorate, as the French have obtained at Tahiti, 
but the actual Sovereignty of the whole group, which, in order to 
give his cession full force, was ratified by all the chiefs in council 
assem bled. 

Her Majesty's Government deeming it necessary to obtain fuller 
information before any definite decision could be arrived at, in the 
beginning of 1860 1 was asked to accompany Col. iw bsp Bede 
F.5.6.8., 00 a mission undertaken for that Leaving South- 
ampton on the 12th of February by the Peninsular and Oriental 
steamer, and touching at Mauritius, Ki George Sound, and Mel- 
bourne, I reached Sydney ia ‘Aveih aad ene proceeded in the 
John Wesley to Fiji, a distance of 1735 miles—a free pe 
having kindly been placed at my disposal by the Atlin Com 
mittee makes tise pt Missions, I tirst sighted the islands on the 
12th of ce i y three months after leaving Southampton, and 
caw the last of them'on the 17th of November." 

* The information collectel that time has been inn Blte- 
heh (:\Corvedpuedenes sulla leeied tating dit ays beta cat ae of 


- 95239 








z= 
Ee 


52 SEEMANN's Remarks on a 
\" The proper name of the islands is “Viti.” In modern times 
_ they were first heard of in the Tongan Islands, the natives of which 


cannot pronounce a “ y,” and always substitute an *{” for it. 
Fijians always speak of their islands as “ Viti,” and of themselves 
as “tat Viti,” or men of Fiji. It is only in the eastern parts of the 
group, where there bas been for a long time a strong Tongnese 
mmigration, that the term “ Fiji” oceura. As geographers have 
restored the native names of most of the groups of Polynesia, it is 
to be 1 that the more euphonious as well as more correct name 
| of * Viti” will gradually replace the harsh-counding and incorrect 
Y one of * Fiji.” | 
Speaking generally, the Vitian Islands may be said to owe their 
.__ Spea rally, the | nds may be said 
‘\ origin to volcanic upheavings and the busy operation of corals. 
| ‘There are at present no active voleanoes ; but several of the highest 
mountains, for instance, Buke Levu in Kadavu, and the summit of 
Taviuni, must in times gone by have been formidable craters. Hot 
springs are met with in different parts, earthquakes are occasionally 
experienced, and between Fiji and Tonga a whole island has of 
late years been lifted above the level of the ocean, whilst masses of 
mice-stone are drifted on the southern shores of Kadavu and 
Viti Levu. 

The deltas and alluvial deposits of the great rivers ora 
there is little level land. Most of the ground is undulated, all the 
larger islands are hilly, and the largest have peaks 4000 feet high; 
Voma in Viti Levu, and Buke Levu in Kadavu (both of which 
were ascended by us), being the most elevated. The soil is highly 
’ productive, and there is hardly a rod of land that might not be 

converted into pasture or be cultivated. Almost at every step one 
discovers traces that most of the land has at one time or other pro- 
duced some crop. Though on the weather-side dense and extensive 
woods exist, few of them can be regarded as virgin forests, most 
having re-established themselves after the plantations once oceu- 
pying heir site had been abandoned. ‘The re-establishment of the 
xls on ground at one time under cultivation can scarcely be 
adduced as-a proof that the population has seriously diminished, 
but rather that the Fijians have for ages followed the same system 
of agriculture as they do at present, that of constantly selecting . 
new spots for their crops when the old ones become exhausted. | 
The aspect of the weather-side of the islands is essentially dif} 
ferent from that of the lee-side. The former teems with a dense 
mass of vegetation, huge trees, innumerable creepers, and epiply- 
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Parliament by command of Her Majesty, May, 1962), The botanical results I 4 
am about bringing oat in a quarto volume, illustrated by 100 coloured plates by 
Fitch (* Flora Vitiensis," Lenton, HKeeve}. The Narrative has been laid before 
the public under the tithe of ‘ Viti: an Account of a Government Mission to the 
‘Vitian or Fijjan Islands,’ svo, London and Cambridge, Macmillan, 
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tical plants. Hardly ever a break occurs in the green mantle 
ead over hill and dale, except when effected by artificial means, 
Kain and moisture are plentiful, adding ever fresh vigour to and 
keeping up the exuberant growth of trees, shrubs, and herbs. Far 
different is the aspect of the lee-side. Instead of the dense jungle, 
interlaced with creepers and loaded with epiphytes, a fine gra 
country, here and there dotted with screw-pines, presents itself 
The northern shores of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu bear this cha- 
racter in an eminent degree, and their very aspect is proof that rain 
falls in only limited quantity, the high ridge of the mountains which 
form, as it were, the back-bone of the two largest islands, inter- 
cepting many showers, but sending down perpetual streams to 
fertilise the low lands of the coast. The lee-side would, therefore, 
more: readily recommend itself to the white settler, as it requires 
hardly earing, and would be immediately available ri 
runs, Je-breeding, and cotton-growing. 
The coast-line of most of the islands is encircled by a dense, 
more or less broken, belt of cocoa-nut palms. White beaches, 
formed of decomposed corals, may be traced for miles; whilst good 
soil in many instances extends quite to the water's edge, and trees, 
not numbering amongst the strictly littoral plants, overhang the 
sea. Mangrove-swamps are limited chiefly to the mouths of the 
rivers; hence the almost total freedom of the country from malig- _ 
nant fevers, Inthe windward islands, Lakeba and its dependencies, 
the weeping iron-wood, intermingled with screw-pines, abounds, | 
and considerable tracts of the country are covered with our 
common brake and other hard-leaved ferns, ‘The general physiog- 
nomy of the country is decidedly tropical ; tree-ferns, bamboos, ten 
different kinds of palms, epiphytical ferns, orchids, and pepper- 
worts, fully accounting for this fact. Whole districts, however, 
have a strictly South-Australian look, and the mountains, above 
2(1) feet elevation, a vegetation peculiar to themselves, Nature 
has been extremely bountiful in distributing her vegetable treasures 
to these islands; but perhaps the best proof of their extreme fer- 
tility and matchless resources is less furnished by the fact that a 
country with at least 200,000 souls constantly supplies provisions to 
oreign vessels—having an immense number of cocoa-nuts withdrawn 
from consumption by a primitive and wasteful process of making 
oil for exportation, and cultivating, comparatively speaking, only 
a few acres of ground—than by the almost endless series of vege- 
table productions useful to man, : eat 
Sugar-cane, coffee, tamarinds, and tobacco are cultivated witl 
success: 4 oil-yielding, 5 starch-yielding, plants, 4 different kinds 
of spices, 12 different species of edible roots, 11 pot-herl: 
seent-yielding, and ornamental plants, and a long list of first-c 























Pee 


—_——= 





54  SREMANN's Remarks 


timber- trees, are aaiont some of the productions of the islands. 
The sandal-wood, which first brought Europeans to these shores, 
has become quite extinct for all tee of commerce ; but some 
of the woods of Fiji are now regularly exported to the Anstralian 
1 patcsdeeeesaae yy ei Yams hold the first place im the 
domestic economy of the Fijians, forming their staple food, and 
great attention is paid to their cultivation. Some of them are of 
such gigantic dimensions, that a single root would be large enough 
to feed twenty people. All vessels touching at the group lay in 
supplies of yams, giving calico, knives, axes, firearms, and powder 
in exchange. 
If I understand the nature and requirements of cotton aright, 
the Fijis seem to be as if made for it. Cotton requires a gently 
undulated surface, slopes of hills rather than flat land: the whole 
country, the deltas of the great rivers excepted, is a succession of 
hills and dales. Cotton wants sea air; what country could answer 
to this requirement better than a group of more than 200 ialanda, 
surrounded by the ocean, as a convenient highway to even small 
boats and canoes, since the unchecked force of the winds and waves 
is broken by the natural breakwater presented by the reefs which 
encircle nearly the whole? Cotton requires further to be fanned 
by gentle breezes when growing, and rather a comparatively low 
temperature : there is scarcely ever a calm ; either the north-east or 
the south-east trade-wind blowing over the islands keeps up a con- 
stant current, and the thermometer for months vacillates between 
62° and eee and never rises to the height attained in 
some part tropical Asia, Africa, or America. In short, ever 
peed iat sean ter favour the growth of cotton seems to be a 
vided, and it is hardly possible to add anything more in order to 
impress those best able to judge with a better idea of Fiji asa 
eotton-growing country of a high order. Although an introduced 
plant, cotton has become in some parts perfectly wild, and spread 
over all the littoral parts of the group. Six different kinds have 
come to dag plates In a small experimental plantation 
which I made at Somosomo, the seeds which I brought out from 
England, presented by the Manchester Cotton Supply Association, 
be gue ripe pods after the first three months, and I was 
able to take home a crop raised from the very seeds I took out 
with me: it was the best New Orleans cotton, twelve pods weighing 
an ounce, | 

_ Politically, the Fijis are divided into a number of petty states, 
all of which are either tributary to Bau, or pay tribute to states so 
circumstanced. Baw owes its ascendancy chietly to having been the 
first familiar with powder and shot. That event took place in the 
beginning of this century, and was brought about by Charles Savage, 
a Swede, whom some have supposed to have been one of a number 
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of convicts escaped from New South Wales, but whom Captair 
Erskine has ascertained to have been an honest sailor. That he 
was a shrewd man, to whom all the whites then in the group looked 
up, is generally admitted. He was at once acknowledged a great 
thief at Bau, and married into several of the highest ies, 
Had his offspring lived, they must have become the rulers of the 
land, as the rank held by the mother descends upon the child, even 
if the father should be a man much below her in social station. 
Charles Savage seems to have known that he could never aspire to 
the highest honours, but he fully hoped that his children might. 
In this hope, however, he was disappointed. No sooner were his 
children born, than by a tacit understanding between his wives and 
the ruling chiefs they were all put to aaah and he died childless 
and without handing over the country to the white race, as seems 
to have been his intention to do, But it was not cg to firearms 
that Bau owed its permanent ascendancy. Like England, but on 
a Lilliputian seale, itis a great naval power, able to send its fleet of 
war-canoes, some of which measure more than 100 feet in length, | 
to any part exhibiting signs of disaffection, and to this day Bau 
“rules the waves” around all the islands you see on that large 
diagram before you. + 
One of the pictures exhibited, painted by Captain Wemyss 
Anderson, represents Bau in 1560. The town looks now very 
different from what it did before the introduction of Christianity. 
* All the large heathen temples, which by their pyramidal shape 
gave a peculiarly local colouring to old pictures of the place, 
ave been destroyed, and only their foundations remain. The 
top of the island, where you see the British flag waving, was 
formerly a mere receptacle for rubbish ; but by the industry of the 
Wesleyan missionaries it has been converted ito smiling gardens 
and eligible sites for dwelling-houses. Not without emotion did I 
land on this blood-stained island, where probably greater imiquities 
were perpetrated than ever disgraced any other spot on earth. The 
ovens in which human bodies were baked hardly ever grew cold. 
It was about eight o'clock in the evening when I stepped on shore, 
and, instead of the wild noise that greeted former visitors, poe 
prayers were heard nearly from every house. ‘To bring about such 
a e has indeed required no slight effort, end wany seo 
lives had to be sacrificed ; for, although no missionary has ever met 
with a violent death from the hands of the natives, yet the list of 
those who have died in the midst of their labours is proportional 
great, The Wesleyans, to whose disinterestedness the conversion 
of these degraded human beings is due, have, as a Society, expend 
about 75,000/. on this object ; and, if the private donations of frien 
to individual missionaries be added, the sum swells to the respectable 
a amount of 50,0000. une 
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The religion which Christianity is endeavouring to supersede, 
and has superseded in all the smaller islands and the eoast districts 
of the two larger, is fully deserving of philosophical study. Its 
cardinal points are, the belief in one great Being, the Creator and 
Governor of the World, called Degei, the immortality of the soul, 
future reward and punishment, and the worship of ancestors. There 
are no idols or images of any kind. Degei, the Supreme God, 
identical with Tangaroa or Taaroa of other parts of Polynesia, is 
pposed. to reside at Na Vatu—a mountain on the northern shores 
of Viti Leva—the Fijian Mount dat ig His sway is universally 
admitted in all the islands, whatever the local gods may be. only 
in some islands temples are erected to him, which, like those devotes 
to the minor gods and ancestors, are of pyramidal shape, and placed 
on the top of terraced mounds. The nearest approach to them I 
can find is presented by those of ancient Mexico and Central 
America: indeed the Fijian temples may be said to be indifferent 
copies of these. The strong conviction the natives entertain of aA 
life hereafter is the real cause why at the death of a man his wives 
are strangled, so that they may follow him to the region of bliss. 
The spirits are supposed to take their departure from the extreme 
west end of Vanua Levu; in which respect the Fijians agree with 
most Polynesians, including the New Zealanders, that their souls 
are believed to take their departure always from an extreme western 
Ret In their worship of ancestors the Fijians agree with the 

apanese, Chinese, and Kafr tribes of Sout Africa, and in a 
modified sense with ourselves, who, though it may not be quite 
orthodox, are quite willing to allow, under the garb of poetry, that 

| peli kindly watch over the poor orphans whom they 








The people of Bau are a very fine race, nearly all chiefs 
or members of noble families. Most of them are over 6 feet 
high, well proportioned, and often of a handsome cast of counte- 
nance. In Fiji a man is estimated by the height of his body, 
and litte men are regarded with gre Ravage our authorities 
at home would do well to mind this fact in the selection of any 
officers they may send out. In a measure this is explained by 
the fact that here as all over Polynesia the chiefs and upper 
clasees are as a rule considerably taller and of superior mental 
development to the people they rule. They know every plant, 
animal, rock, river, stone, and mountain; are familiar with the 
history of their country and its legends; very strict in observing 
every point of their complicated system of etiquette ; they can raw, 
sail, awim, and fight, and build houses and canoes better than the 
common people, and are first-rate agriculturists, It is thus that, 
fimongst a people not able to fall back upon dress and finery to 
lend distinction to rank, dignity to station, they manage to keep 
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their position and enjoy its advantages, as they fully deserve 
to do, 

In case the Fijis should become a European colony, Ban will not 
remain the capital. It ia builtona small island, and quite unsuited 
for an active commercial intercourse. In the islands the question 
is much debated what place would have the greatest claim to that 
distinction.. I heard of four, viz., Galoa Bay, Levuka, Port Kin- 
naird, and Suva. Galoa Bay is on the southern side of Kadavu, 
with a beautiful harbour suitable for the largest ships, and easy of 
access. It has been surveyed by Mr. Pritchard, mE We will doubtless 
be taken advantage of when the projected steam-communication 
between Sydney and Central America starts into life. But Kadavu 
is too far away from the body of the group to offer a fit place for 
the new capital. Levuka has always been a favourite resort of the 
white population, and it has a tolerably good harbour, accurately 
surveyed by Capt. Denham; but there is no room for a town. 
Rocks rise almost from the water's edge, allowing only one row of 
houses to be built; and unless a series of works are commenced, 
similar to those which make Valetta a city of terraces, there is no 
hope of making Levuka anything but a trading village. Port 
Kinnaird is the next place which puts in a plea. It is a fine port, 
perfectly landlocked ; and if a portion of Moturiki could be devoted 
to a site for a town, it would speedily rise in importance. The 
settlement which Mr. Pritchard has started is on the island of 
Ovalau, opposite Moturiki, and would probably have a good chance 
if its advantages were not totally eclipsed by Suva, in Viti Levu, 
Soe convinced he one able to form an opinion become that 

capital, that the land around the harbour, worth 


102. [ saw actually refused. And yet nothing has been done to 
bring about the i The general conviction that Suva must 
be the capital seems to have done it all. The advantages offered 
by this place are really great. Here you have a good harbour, 
mud bottom, deep water right alongside of the shore, sheltered j 
a reef, and having a passage for the largest vessels to beat m and 
out. When once outside the passage there is clear sea-~room—no 
outlying shoals and reefs. Suva: commands besides the largest 
agricultural district in Fiji, through which run fine rivers, navigable 
by boats for many miles inland, having outside reef-communication 
completely round Viti Levu, with the exception of a few miles on 
the southern shore and the westward, and continuing to the north- 
ward to Vanua Levu, and along the entire southern shores of that 
island. The convenience of inside rect ODS is demon- 
strated by parties employed in sawing timber. Logs. are purchases 
at a distance of 40 ile from the sawing-pits and sacar p ig aad 
natives at a trifling cost. Were there no reef, this would 
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matter of impossibility. Suva Point is a gently undulated country, 
free from swamps, and about 4 miles wide or thereabouts at the 
base. It has on one side Suva oy beet the other Laucala Bay 
—the latter also an anchorage, with many conveniences, The Point 
itself is open to the prevailing winds, and thinly timbered with 
bread-fruit, cocoa-nut, duwa and other trees, of no great growth, 
and easily cleared off. : * 

_ From Bau we proceeded to Rewa by way of the Rewa River, 
anda canal made by the natives, cutting short a long sea-passage 
around the south-eastern portion of Viti Levu. It being ebb, we 
went by boats; but our schooner, the Pau! Jones, was successfully 
taken through the canal at full tide. Gales and heavy rains 
detained us longer than we expected at Rewa, where a meeting 
with the chiefs was held. Thence we passed southwards to 
Kadavu, anchoring in Tavoki Bay, the geographical position of 
which has lately been ascertained to be in fat. 19° a 9" 8, and 
long. 178° 6° 23” g., by Mr. Sedmond, Master of H.M.S, Harrier, 
Captain Malcolm M‘Gregor. We found there three large Ame- 
2 ingle who had put in for wood, water, vegetables, and 
pigs. They expressed themselves much pleased with the abundant 
and cheap supplies here obtained, and said they would hence- 
forward always come to Fiji, in preference to any other groups, 
where the charges had of late become exorbitant. 

Kadavu is a beautiful island, and, except perhaps around the 
sommit of Buke Levu, its highest mountain, nearly everywhere 
cultivation or traces of former cultivation could be seen. We 
crossed over the Isthmus of Yarabale to Galoa, or Black Duck 
Bay; our boats being hauled across by the same contrivance the 
natives cad wk in getting their canoes across. Galoa Bay would 
be eminently useful if a steam-communication should be established 
way of Fiji. There is a reef outside, with several - C8 
through it, acting as a natural breakwater, We made two 
attempts whilet at Kadavu to ascend Buke Levu; but heavy gales 
and rains frustrated our attempts. Some weeks later, however, Mr. 
Pritchard and | reached the summit; and, as the first Europeans 
achieving that event, left a bottle, which those who may follow 
our footsteps are at perfect liberty to uncork in order to familiarize 
themselves with its contents, 

From Kadavu we crossed over to Navua on Viti Levu, situated 
on the river of the same name, which comes from the north, and 
has never been explored by any European traveller. There are 
several deltas at its mouth, the largest of which, called Deuba, is 
full of fine groves of a ges (Sequa Vitiensis, Wendl: a species 
quite new to science). Mr. Pritchard and myself had previously 
visited this place, and made every arrangement with Kuraduadua, 
the ruling chief, a man more than 6 feet high, for penetrating 









\y  , into the interior. We anchored the Paul Jones off the town of 
+ Nava, which is about 4 miles up the river, and on its right bank. 

lt had been burnt a few years previously by the Americans, and 

now consisted of about 80 houses. There was no temple in the 

town; but a very large one was seen a little distance up the river. 

Chief Kuruduadua was very glad to see us again, and so were 

the people, He had faithfully kept the promise we extracted from 

him previously, not to allow any more eating of human flesh in his 
dominions, ‘The large iron pot, to which Dr, M‘Donald alluded 

in the Journal of this Society," was quite rusty, and had evidently 

not seen the fire since our last visit. Kuruduadua had not as yet 

been accessible to missionary influence, and was still a heathen ; 

but he was tolerant in hig religious views, and rather favoured than 
hindered the spread of Christianity amongst his subjects. On 
Sunday morning | heard him asking two men whether they were 

_ Christians or not: on their replying in the affirmative, he repri- 
manded them for not attending Divine service, as the drums, the 
substitutes for bells in these parts, had left off beating some time. 
These drums are made of hollowed trunks of trees, and can be 

heard a great distance off. 

We started for the interior on the 21st of August, early in the 
morning ; all embarked in canoes, and accompanied by Kuruduadua, 
For some miles we passed a rather flat country, dotted with villages 
and temples, the banks of the river being lined with feathery 
bamboos and sago-palms. Gradually the scenery became bolder: 
rocks rising to the height of 300 feet; a 5 looking like so 
many streaks of silver, became numerous ; and splendid tinted trees 
abounded, We had to cross several rapids, and at one of them 
one of our canoes was carried away, dashed against the rocks, and 
lost. its outrigger: the luggage was saved. Judging from the 
dead leaves and twigs observable in the crowns of the trees, the 
Navua must be navigable for even large boats during the wet 
season. 

Towards dusk of the first day we came to a part where the river 
had been blocked up by large masses of rock, thrown down, the 
natives assured us, about 50 years ago by a great earthqua 

Here we had to leave our large canoes and take smaller ones, 
which carried us to Nagadi, a considerable town, where we re 
mained for the night; and where pigs and innumerable yams and 
taros had been packed for our benefit and that of our large flock 
—— 

The next morning we agai to our canoes, 2 uit TOO! 
finally left them to on foot to the town of Vuni-wai-vutuku, 
and thence to Namosi, the capital of Kurnduadua’s dominions. 








* Vol. xxvii., p. 253. = 
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This place had been reached a few years before by Mr. Water- 
house and Dr. M‘Donald, from the east ; we now reached it from 
the eouth, thus connecting our mutual discoveries, VYoma Peak, 
a mountain about 4000 feet high, was ascended by us; and, from 
angles taken at its summit, its — has been laid down, and 
the westward course of the Wai-dina, or THe river of Viti Levu, aa 
given in the Admiralty Chart, shortened about 20 miles. 
From the top of Voma we could plainly see Moturiki, Batiki, 
Gau, Bega, Yanuea, and Ovalau; even Kadavu was looming in 
the distance. As far as the eye could reach over.Viti Levu, we 


 bebeld nothing but a succession of hills and dales; nor did we see 


any higher mountains than the one we had ascended. People on 


~ the coast assured us a large plain, a kind of tableland, existed in 


the centre of Viti Levu; but repeated inquiries led to no satis 
factory result. The natives owned there were several fertile 
valleys of considerable extent; but nothing came up to the 
description given tous, on the coast. They fad heard, however, 
of a lake on which canoes were. | 

_ Namosi is situated in a lovely valley, very much reminding me 
of Ischl. The Wai-dina is now, dase dry season, a mere 
streamlet; a man has no difficulty in wading through. The 
banks are lined with shaddocks, Seville or ges, and palm-trees ; 

of ba 


and the valley is cultivated with many sorts nanas, yams, and 
tarog, The hillesides would be well suited for tea and bia 


The political meeting at Namosi was highly interesting from the 
large body of people flocked together. Kuruduadua enumerated a 
great number of tribes under his sway, some of whom were quite 
unknown to us even in name. The dominant tribe, he re resented, 
had gradually fought its way to the southern coast of Viti Levu, 
and Namosi was still regarded as its capital, though Kuruduadua 
usually resided at Navua. There was no trace of European culture 
or training visible amongst the assembled masses—all the men being 
in an almost absolute, the a in a perfect state of nudity—often 
painted red and black, and their hair done up in many different 
and extraordinary ways. Among those assembled was an old 
man, who had seen fire generations of Kuruduadua’s family, and 
had great-great-grandchildren then living, the eldest of whom, a 
fine boy, was 10 years old. Another man, who was living with 
him, had seen four generations of the same family,—not a had 
proof of the fine climate of Fiji, or the physical constitution of its 
inhabitants. 

The people were seated in a semicircle; Kuruduadua and his 
councillors on the vel of the Guri-ni-sa, or 'Town-hall. He said 
that he and his people had made np their minds to “lean upon 
England,” as he expressed it, in the manner agreed upon with 
Mr. Consul Pritchard. his was, probably, the most satisfactory 


meeting I attended, All the others were held on or near the 
coast, and it might be said that fear of British men-of-war made 
the natives so unanimous in ceding their country, and ratifying 
the cession with alacrity: but here was a powerful people in the 
very heart of the mountains, who, if they choose, could hold out 
agamst almost any large force, and who cheerfully offered to 
transfer their rule to England. | 
While my companions had left for the coast, I remained behind 
at Namosi to investigate the eee and pick up what 
information I could about a people who—strange paradox |—sat 
down to cry when we departed, and yet had the bones of those 
eaten at cannibal feasts suspended in the trees! I soon gained 
their confidence, and they allowed me to pry into all the ins and 
outs of the place. Their reluctance to impart information about 
the cannibalism they practised soon vanished: I even got them to 
fetch me the vegetables eaten with bokola, or dead man, and the 
peculiar kind of tomato (Sofanum anthropophagorum, Seem.) of 
which the sauce is made, In Europe I had heard it as a popular 
anecdote that cannibals object to us white folks because we taste 
salt; but I found that the Fijians eat salt with human flesh as they 
do with any other meat. . Again, whilst they eat all other food 
with their fingers, human flesh is only touched with wooden forks 
having three or four long prongs. Great objection is manifested 
to any of the forks being seen, and they pass as heirlooms from 
generation to generation. All these forks have names, oflen 
obscene ones, and I had some difficulty in obtaining a few speci- 
mens for my ethnological collection. — | 
From what I could learn, it requires astrong digestion to pa 
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of human flesh; and the widow of the late Governor of Namosi 


assured me that her hushand, the notorious Na Ulomatua of 
M‘Donald’s narrative, would be still alive if he had been able 
to refrain from it. But people—never mind where they live 
—have to make some concessions to the circles in which they move; 
and he, poor fellow! had to partake of bodies slain in battle, orim 
a rebellion, as a matter of course, as a _— owed to society. 
This brings me to the real drift of the canmbalism as practised in 
Fiji. The lower classes and women do not participate in it—only 


the upper and chiefs; and they do it, not because they have a 
weakness in that direction, but simply to exhibit the essence of 


revenge and punishment. To say to a Fijian “I will eat you,” or 


remind him of any of his relations who may have shared that fate, 


is the greatest insult one could offer. 

kept in a wooden box, in charge of the widow of the late Governor 
of Namosi. First, there was a necklace made of whales’ teeth, 
the first that ever came to these mountains; serenely, large 
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whale’s tooth highly polished, and carefully wrapped up in cocoa- 
nut fibre (whales a are in Fiji what diamonds are with us) ; 


thirdly, a cannibal fork in the shape of a club, and bearing the 
name of “ Strike twice,” i. ¢., first the man, and then his flesh. A 
lot of other crown property had been burnt when the Americans 
some years ago destroyed Navua. A short club, which would kill 
aman when thrown at him, and was never known to miss, formed 
part of this precious collection, 

The natives were extremely kind to me, and did everytl Tt 
please ain ee Namosi, feet ose brothe 
prided himself, not without reason, upon his cookery, and 
would make me puddings with his own heals every day a different 
sort. The Fijians occasionally prepare monster puddings, 20 feet 
in circumference. In the evenings I was entertained with Fijian 
tales, some of which I wrote down. As the Court was still in 
mourning for the late Governor, the natives were sorry they could 
not get up any dances, or else they would have been most willing 
todo so. Finally, I was asked to marry and settle in the town ; 
and when telling them that I had already entered that happy state, 
I was informed that the ladies who courted my alliance would not 
object in the least to be second or third. _ 

1 escaped these and similar “i Sere by returning to the 
Coast, accompanied bya large body of natives. A young chief, who 
had become much attached to me, and followed ‘me like my own 
shadow, went on board with me aud bereed hard to be allowed to 
go with me to my native country. I had the greatest difficulty 
to dispel the illusions he entertained about Europe. I told him 
that in Fiji he was respected, prosperous, and happy; and I could 
hot promise him the same in Europe, where all, except a favoured 
few, had to work hard in the grant struggle for competition; that 





he would have to pay high for clothing, shelter, food, and fire ; all 


of which he either did not want here, or had in abundance, He 
remained with us till we hoisted sail, and then stepped into his 
canoe, quite heart-broken with disappointment, 

From Navua we went over to Begu, once more to Kadavu and 
Ovalau, and thence around Vanua Levu, and part of Taviuni, I 
paid another visit to Somosomo, where I had been a month after 
first landing in Fiji, and where I found my cotton plantation 
in a highly flourishing condition. 

I finally left Fiji on the 18th of November, 1860, and returned 
to England in March, 1861. 
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(i. 80) 
V.—Journey from Inhambane to Zoutpansherg, ly JOAQUIM DE 


Santa Kira Montanna.* By James Macqueen, Esq. 
F.E.G.8., dc. 


Tas remarkable journey was performed by an embassy sent from 
Inhambane, on the’ east coast of Africa, lat. 23° 51' 8, long, 35° 
21) g, to the settlement of the Dutch Boers at Zoutpansberg 
(Salt Hill), at a little distance—say forty miles—south of the 
Limpopo, or Ouro, in about lat. 22° 50" 8, and Jong, 29° 35° x. 
This embasay was ordered by the Portuguese Governor of Inham- 
bane, and was placed under the superintendence of a Roman 
Catholic clergyman, a European, accompanied by some Arab mer- 
chanta, a Russian, and some slaye-traders. The party left Inham- 
bane on the 25th May, 1855, nearly the close of the wet season in 
these southern latitudes, Besides fifty-four negroes, it was accom- 
panied by several parties as servants. Leaving Inhambane, they 
proceeded across the river one day to Mango; from whence 
they journeyed one day to Morumbane. In one day, going jwest, 
they reached Guione. Proceeding first north-west one day, and 
then passing the little river Quingulo, they came to Carube of 
Ingoane, From thence they pursued their way in a south and 
south-westerly direction, and, passing several lakes each day, they 
fixed their encampment amidst brushwood. Here they turned 
north-west, in which direction they continued for eleven days, 
almost daily passing by lakes, and occasionally crossing hills, On 
the fifth day on this bearing they crossed the river Luize. | 

they quitted the lands of Maxiva, and entered upon those of the 
powerful state of Chicualacoalla, On the third day thereafter they 
saw, on their left hand, water, said to be the river Sangute, One 
day more and they reached Chiquita. In two days more they 
reached Madiacune, from whence their course was west. On the first 
day’s journey in that direction they travelled in the lands of the 
Maloios, and came near the great river Bembe (or Rio del Oiro, or 
Ouro), and in the next day, going in the same direction—namely, 
two days west—they crossed the river Bembe at a ford. The 
stream came from the north, and ran with a strong current 
From the river they ascended the land to the south, and encamped 

at the close of the day at the town of Chicandana, amongst the 
cultivators or peasants subject to Manicusa. ‘This state, or the 
capital of it, lay at some days’ distance from the hee where they 
first reached the river Bembe, They pursued their journey one 
day north-west by the side of the river Bembe, after which they 





* It is greatly to be regretted that the diary of this interesting journey has not 
been faithfally rendered into Sesikent withone note or comment, and sccom- 
panied by a copy of his own map in detail, Poet wt 








roceeded one day north; from which point they kept a direct 
west course for thirteen or fourteen days to Zoutpansberg. 

In the puree to the Bembe the country crossed was sari 
. open brush, without any particular mention of hills; and the lands 

a good deal cultivated by the Landeens, or agricultural labourers be- 
ure to the chief men of the different states, There were numbers 
of elephants, many cattle, a good deal of country provisions, water- 
fowl and great numbers of fine geese on the different lakes passed 
on the road, It was now the end.of May, and the rivers subsiding 
after the rains, and the land beginning to be tolerably dry. 

The distance travelled in the direction, north-west, will be 140 
eo. miles, as the days’ journeys were long, exceeding eight hours. 

othe most northern point is a distance on the northerly bearing 

120 miles, bringing the advance to about lat. 22° 20’, 

From this extreme point north they pursued their journey west 
fourteen days to Zoutpansherg, a distance of at least 150 geo. 
miles. On the second day they crossed a small river, and on the 
eighth day they crossed in the morning a small running river, and 
in the afternoon a large river: there divided into three channels, 
with a strong current ; its bed full of large smooth stones, Next 
day they crossed the river Tave, which had a strong current. 
Between the great river and the Tave they came in sight of a 
river to the north, with a great current, which could be no other 
than the Bembe, or Limpopo. In all this line of march they 
encountered hills, ascending and descending them nine and ten in 
one day, most of them strewed with stones, and their path also 
covered with them, but otherwise open and unobstructed, They met 
herds of camelopards and other wild animals, and passed nume- 
rous lakes, some of them no doubt the remains of the inundation. 
<= poe the Tave they entered the state of Fora, where they were 
well received. Every day they passed and slept in towns or 
villages of the cultivators, and readily procured the supplies they 
co It was now the end of June; the days were gene- 
rally clear, but in others the sky was quite covered with clouds, 
and the country sometimes enveloped in mists and fogs. In the 
end of June and the beginning of July the cold, especially during 
the nights, was very great, and the water and streams hard-frozen 
every morning. As they approached Zoutpansberg, they crossed 
many small rivulets or streams. In Fera they found a large town 
built on a mountain, the dwellings in rows or terraces rising one 
above the other. In Fera also they found the cows exactly like 
those of Europe. On the Sth of July they reached Zoutpansberg, 
where they were received with great satisfaction and great honour 
“and respect, and entertained most hospitably. They were also met 
“fn their march, at a considerable distance from head-quarters, by 

parties of the Dutch population with welcome, and supplies, and 








8. J, Schorman was general and commandant of the district, and 
with him and the other authorities they negotiated very readily 
treaties of peace and commerce inthe month of August 1855, 
At this place they remained till the 23rd of June, 1856. During 
the interval they visited Waterberg, a considerable Boer settle- 
ment, nive days distant, During their stay at what may be 
termed the capital of this quarter of the republic, they were enter- 
tained at m x geal parties and dances. 

Assuming that Inhambane is in 35° 20' x. long., Zoutpansberg 
will be in about 29° 30° m long., and about 50 miles south of the 


rn or Ouro, or Oiro. 
Although it was their winter season when the embassy reached 
Zoutpansberg, still the ecg must be greatly elev to have 
had the cold so great within the tropic of Capricorn. In the dis- 
tance they saw very high mountains, in all directions—north, 
north-east, and south-east. Towards Delagoa Bay, we know that 
this is the case from other and good authority. In a jo under- 
taken from Lourengo do Marquize or Delagoa Bay, in 1847, to 
Origstatdt by a party of Portuguese, they state that the distance was 
in a direct line almost 80 leagues (but 120 by the circuitous road 
and that they had to go across immense mountains, infested with 
the Tsetse, but that more to the north there was an easier road. 
The magnitude, course, and source of the Inhambane River are 
points deserving notice as connected with this subject. Its source is 
estimated by De Lisle to be 130 miles distant, and the bearing of its 
course north-north-weat from the town of Inhambane. The river 
is only navigable for ships toa distance of 9 miles, and boats about 
5 miles farther. ‘The native name appears to be Moviembene, 
The Luize is an affluent of it. An inspection of the map will 
show that the bearing and distance of its course and source cannot 
be materially incorrect. ‘The Bembe, or Kio del Oiro, or Ouro, 
is therefore most probably the river ae or Ouro, as it is also 
called, the mouth of the Rio del Ouro, marked and known in every 
map of Eastern Africa in lat. 24° 49 &, and long. 34° 15' , At 
its mouth it is 1 mile broad, but it has never been minutely 
examined, nor the country around it, ‘The ambassadors alluded to 
expressly name the stream the Bembe or Rio del Oiro, and add that 
it is also known as the River of Crocodiles. Mr. McCabe also men- 
tions that such was its name (Ouro) and designation where it burst. 
through the Cashan Hills in its course northward and eastward. 
The Dutch Boers distinctly told Dr. Livingstone * more than once 
that the river Limpopo entered the sea under its native name Ouro, 
and at some distance to the north of Delagoa Bay, but not m iH 
So also other authorities tell us, and assure us that the river cannot 
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reach the Manice, or St. George River, asserted by some to be its 
mouth, The river Inhampura would intervene with its courze; 
but it is not so. That mouth is, however, formed by the Elephant 
River and the Omekonto, and other rivers that descend from the 
northern parts of the Dragenberg. ‘The course of the Elephant 
River is at least 460 geo. miles, and through a very mquotainous 
eountry, abounding in streams, and therefore with its numerous 
tributaries brings a supply of water equal to form the Manice. 
This river, according to Owen, is at 50 miles from the sea, 
25° 27 s. lat., 120 Toot broad, 18 feet deep, with a current of 
14 miles per hour, At 35 miles to the westward the Manice, ac- 
cording to the same authority, breaks through the formidable chain 
of mountains which traverse that portion of Africa. The Rio del 
Ouro, or Gold River, therefore, is the probable mouth of the 
Limpopo River, and has no connection with Delagoa Bay. Mr. 
Baines also shows and states this (Geo. Journal, vol. xxiv., p. 291). 
The real name of the Elephant River is the Pellulah or 
Lepulula. The name Manice may be derived from Manikos, 
a chief that dwells on the lower part of that river. ‘The Bembe, 
or Rio del Oiro, which ig the Limpopo, is, therefore, though not 
PM Sides aoe the principal affluent or parent stream of the 
i. bore iver. 
The Inhambane embassy do not seem to have been troubled 
with mountains in their advance to the north-west; but from the 
extreme point gained in that direction, they in their future pro- 
gress found the country exceedingly hilly, mountainous, and 
stony, and the cold exceedingly severe. Mr. McCabe and others 
tell us that to the south of the middle course of the Limpopo the 
country is exceedingly mountainous, To the northward it 1 still 
more so, the hills in about the parallel of 20° s. rising to the eleva- 
tion of 8000 feet; and about the sources of the Sabe it ia stated. 
that they are sometimes to be seen covered with snow. 
On the return of the embassy, the party crossed the Bembe at 
the end of fifteen days’ march, being one day more in the distance 
from “outpansberg than in their advance, from which it would 
appear that they recrossed the stream lower down, and where they 
say itran in two channels, with a strong current in each. Perhaps 
they took the road through the country of the Manicussa, or Mani- 
curassa, which sie in one place distinctly state to be the nearest. 
In concluding the journey, the ambassador gives us a good deal 
of curious and interesting information regarding this advanced 
Dutch settlement, its pipilation and produce, showing the advances 
| made and making m civilization and industry. On these impor- “ 
tant points we have been left greatly in: the dark by English | 
authorities, while by some of these the characters, manners, and 3 

pursuits of these pioneers of South African improvement have 
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been grossly misrepresented. It is pleasing, therefore, to find a 
foreigner, meh a Roman Catholic, speaking of these Protestants in 
the way that he has done, | 

pedaams pel 5 or Salt Mountain, is so called from the 
quantity of salt that is found in it. Many rivulets descend 

m it.” The population are all industrious, and every one 
labours with his or her own hands. The females perform 
all the domestic work, and are also seamstresses and tailors. 
They make all the clothes for the males The men are car- 
petiters, masons, shoemakers, tanners, blacksmiths, saddlera, and 
some of them servants. The streets of the town are at right 
angles, and are of a good breadth. They are kept clean, and 
have rills of water running in them. No one is allowed to throw 
any dirt upon them, nor sh ee ce Seen Pere run about 
in them. ‘There is a neat church, with considerable accommoda- 
tion; it is covered with straw. The Sabbath is strictly and 
religiously observed. The population consume flesh and Bee 
and coffee is taken at all hours of the day. The number of 
dwellings is 278, accommodating a population of about 1800 souls, 
of which 800 or more are fit to bear arms, and lable to serve in 
defence of the country, from seventeen to twenty years of age. 
Each soldier, when called to active service, is obliged to provide a 
horse, or ox, and a cart. They consume nearly 22,523 Ths. to 
25,000 Ibs. of gunpowder, 40,000 lbs. of lead, 4000 Ibs. to 5000 Ths, 
of ‘coffee, and 10,000 Tbs. of sugar. Little tea is used. They 
export 200,000 Ibs. of ivory They produce and export wheat, 
barley, rye, French beans, broad beans, maize, manna, &e.; also 
spirits, honey, dried fruits, tanned skins, dry salt, rhinoceros’ horns, 
sea-morse teeth, ox and buffalo horns, boards and planks, butter, 
cheese, orchilla weed, garden parsley, sawed timber, &c. They 
have peach-trees, igs, apples of all kinds, limes, oranges, walnuts, 
almonds, quinces, chestnuts, apricots, bananas, grapes, and palm- 
trees. They have one judge, with a salary of only 1OOL per 
annum, and some income from fees ! ee 

In conclusion, it would appear from the narrative that on their 
return they passed the Gembe a little to the south of the road by 
which they advanced, as at this point they found the river in two 
channels, with much water, and a considerable current, whereas on 
their advance they found the river where they crossed it im one 
deep channel. On the day Soe after maa had crossed the 
Bembe, og reached and Mew 2 river | erg he in the 
evening of the same day they reached a town o kingdom — 
Chicualacualla, the peenibory of which kingdom begins at the left 
bank of the Bembe. At the town mentioned they procured — 
guides for their forward jofirney. With little wind, the weather 
vere was clear and cold, Advancing, they traversed the country 
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of Quamitoassimba and Boectha. On the middle of the eighth day 
from the river Meneze, they reached and crossed the river Luize, 
the water of which was brackish, with several salt-water lakes 
around and eastward of it. Near it they had the sky covered with 
heavy clouds, from which heavy rains descended. ving crossed 
the Luize at a place which had much mud and many reeds, they 
travelled for four days along its left bank, nearly always in sight 
of it (crossing and recrossing it repeatedly), when they again 

rossed the stream to the right bank. Here the stream was of a 
considerable breadth; and, from the bearing in which they travelled, 
it is clear that this river is a branch of the Inhambane river, if not 
in reality the main branch of that river. This part of their journey 
from the Meneze to Inhambane took place in the month of July, 
and ¢ uently after the conclusion of the rainy season. On the 
ibrestesnth 1 day from the river Meneze, they traversed the small 
state of Mazeba; on the nineteenth day they reached Ingoana ; 
on the twentieth day they reached Maunduene: and next day, 
Bytinga, near the Inhambane river, which they subsequently crossed 
at the point where their advanced journey began. The country from 
the place where they first started seems to have been, general! 

king, plain, with a few shrubs and brush, and a g deal 

cultivated by the Landeens, or native agricultural labour 
They found provisions readily, and had no trouble whatever 
with either chiefs or people in passing through the country. The 
districts around the Bembe had iron and copper in pet suis 
The party returned to Inhambane on the Ist o} August, 1856, 
after an absence of fourteen months,* 








VL—Deseription of the Ruins of the Acropolis of Cassope, in 
Epirus, 15 miles north of Prevesa. 1860, By Lieut.-Colonel 
COLLINSON, B.E, 

Head, May 12, 1862, 


Tue village of Camarina and the monastery of Zalongo are 
situated on the most southern of the Suli range of mountains, 
which is detached from the others and overlooks the sea on the 
* The Ma: accoenpeny ¢ this Paper is drawn opon the given bearing Z | 
an ettimated distanese; bot when checked by soavbers eg ete hens 
tions, and from accounts lately received, it would appear that the route mmst 
have been a littl: more southerly, ‘This will brin éoutpansberg to : 
er to the south on oe most than where it is placed. 
Alogelekaten's | ot capital is, from actual astronomical obwervati regards 
latitede, in 19° be sae wi bona Resin 
‘The cold, after the e1 passed the Bembe, was found to be exceedingly 
severe; the streams and rivers being covered every morning with thick, compact 
ice, Bren yigh warm clothing the cold during the hight was scateely bedrable 





of the Acropolis of Cassope 

west hand and the Gulf of Arta on the east. The summit of this 

mountain is about 2000 English feet above the sea, and is a 

narrow rocky sate lying east and west for a length of a taliaed 
p on 





= steep on all sides ; especially to the south towards Prevesa 
and Arta, on which side the mountain falls in plateaus edged by 


| ular cliffs of rock. Below the level of these 1 
the lower slopes stretch away to the site of the ruins of Nicopalis, 
at an average level of about 200 feet; and’ from Nicopols to 
oma ground, like the shores of the whole Gulf of Arta, is a 

From Prevesa to Nicopolis is 3 miles ; from Nicopolis to Cama- 
rina, 12 miles. 

The summit of this detached mountain has been in former times 
the Acropolis of a numerous and civilized people. No doubt the 


, comparatively level, sheltered towards the north by the 


cliffs and steep slopes of the crest of the mountain, bounded to the 
south by precipices falling 100 feet perpendicularly. ‘The moun- 
tain and the plateau covered with buildings must have been a 
conspicuous object from the whole Gulf of Arta, and from its 
seam and strength was probably an important fortress of the 
ipirote nation, as the celebrated Levantine traveller Colonel 
Leake supposes it to have been. The plateau and the summit of 
the mountain are shown upon the accompa ying skotcl ee which 
has been made partly from Colonel Lakes ‘Travels in Greece in 
_ 1804,’ and partly from rough measurements taken by myself during 
my visit there in March, 1560. 

On the south side of the sas ip along the edge of the 
precipice, the foundations of the wall can be traced at intervals ; 
alzo along the eastern side facing the monastery of Zalongo: along 
the western side the wall is more perfect, standing in some places 
15 and 20 feet high, and 10 to 15 feet thick. The whole of this 


wall is built of polygonal masonry without any mortar ; there are 


no horizontal courses and no rectangular stones: the stones are 
not large, being on the average about 4 x 2 x 14 feet, those m 
the centre of the thickness being smaller. It follows the crest of 
the hill; but advantage has been taken of every turn in the ground 
to obtain flanks. In one of these flanks 13 a arched gateway, 
4 feet wide, the roof of which is formed by horizontal blocks of 
stone, the under sides of which are cut to the curve; two, meeting 
in the centre, span the opening. The wall is thicker at this gate- 
way, but there is no appearance of the square towers mes ioned by 
Colonel Leake. It was probably a principal entrance ; the easiest 
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h to the Acropolis at this day being up a small ravine on the 

ca side, between the west wall and the overhanging cliff of 
The remains of the wall are also found on the ridge of the crest 

behind the Acropolis, the ridge being so narrow in some places 
that the wall occupies ar breadth ie a eS PED vi 
wall the stones are larger, still polygonal ; i sely. I 
saw nothing of the large gateway at this ne een by Mr. 
Huet Siecie G 1812. _ 
_ The whole of the plateau within the walls, and which is compa- 
ratively level, is covered with the foundations of buildings so 
thickly that the streets were apparently not more than 10 to 15 
feet wide, The houses and streets are all parallel or at right 

les to each vb Wis aay as owners above 3 eee 
high, some of polygonal masonry, in the arger buildings of squar 
oa oo many Mocks of we 3 and 4 feet long, squared on all 
sides accurately though not finely, and with the arris or edge 
carefully finished as in old Greek masonry. On the most level 
ee of the west side are the foundations of a building, 100 feet by 
20 fee 




















| t, apparently containing a court-yard, 75 feet hare, and 
a passage along the west front. On the most level. ait of the 
south side, commanding the finest view of the country below, are 
the foundations of a b ding or enclosure, 90 feet ” ¥ 120 feet, 
with a gallery or terrace nang its south front on a level a few 
feet below the main-floor; and another gallery in front of that 


again, on a still lower level, and marked by eight squared stones 
at regular intervals of 15 feet. The width of both gallerisn or 
passages is 15 feef. The stones are 2 feet square, and have each 
two mortise-holes cut in them. If they have been the hases of 
columns, they are about double the distance apart of the Ionie 
Octostyle for 2-foet columns; but there is not a fragment of a 
column visible, The main walls of this building are of squared 






masonry, the terrace-walls of polygonal. : 
All these buildings are parallel to each other, and nearly facing 





the cardinal points of the compass; though this may have been 
accidental, as it also conforms to the contour of the ground. The 
ground inside the different buildings js smooth and level, but there 
18 nO appearance of any floor ‘tenet it must have been above 
the present level of the ground, as the live rock frequently crops 
out. There is pis token red-tile to justify the supposition 
that many of the roofs were £0 covered ; it is the flat Roman tile 
with one thick edge. = 

The only buildings not conforming to the general parallelism 
are the two theatres and an underground | amber, called by 
Colonel Leake, and still called, “ Vasilospito,” or King’s-house, 
This latter is in the south-west or most exposed angle, and consists 


- 


a 


a) 


of a chamber about 10 feet square and 6 feet high to the spring 
of the arch, covered with a cylindrical vault ; the stones of which 
are not laid horizontally, as stated by Colonel Leake, but are 
regular voussoirs cut to the curve, three and four stones forming 
the span. The stones lying on the roof outside are evidently 
youssoirs of a similar arch, and not “stones of a circular building 
10 feet diameter,” as Colonel Leake supposed. ‘The ground out- 
side the chamber is at present on a level with the to of the roof 
of it; the descending passage into it, 5 feet wide and 20 feet long, 
is also arched, but with stones laid horizontally and cut to the 
curve as in the gateway. Both the chamber and the passag have 
heen coated inside with a fine hard smooth plaster, moulded into 
cornice and panels, a great part of which remains good, and 
showing traces of colour. It is supposed by Colonel ke and 
Mr. Hughes to have been a tomb; the voussoirs outside and the 
appearance of the ground indicate that there are others near the 
same spot. It would be interesting to ascertain the date of these 
tombs, as they may be the oldest examples of the regular arch 


The largest theatre is at the back of the plateau, excavated out 












of the steep side of the crest of the mountain, and is thus described 


by Colonel Leake : 

# ‘The interior diameter is 50 feet: the rows of seata, which are thirty-seven 

in number, are divided into two compartments by a precinctis.or dafépa; the 
lower containing twenty-four rows, the upper thirteen. ‘The caven is greater 
than o semicircle, and is divided into cunei, separated by steps. The outer 
eirenlar wall of the cavea, and those which support the two extremities, are 
built of polygonal masonry, without any squared stones.” 
The Rev. Mr. Hughes also gives dimensions of this theatre. The 
seats (he says) are 1} feet high and 1) feet broad. There was a 
scene or structure in front, the foundations of which, of polygonal 
masonry, still remaim. | 4d 

The small theatre is at the south-east angle of the plateau, so 
close to the gdge of the peo that part of it has fallen down 
from the disruption of the rock by natural causes. What remains 
. sufficient to show that the interior diameter was about 60 feet, 
and the number of seats 22; the breadth of the scene being less 
than the interior diameter by two small square chambers, the 
foundations of which as well as those of the scene exist, all of 


“ In the small ravine before mentioned, between the western wall 


and the mountain cliff, Colonel Leake found many tombs 
Of an ordinary character, 7 to 9 feet long, and 3 or 4 feet wide, either 
hewn out of the rock and covered with three massive pieces of stone, oF, where 


the soil was carthy, Ke fairl slate. Having canna four 6f these tom 


elgeways, with a cov 


= 


i 


to be opened, I [Colonel Leake] found in the first a great number of broken 
vases and bones, three or four small Inchrymatories. as they are commonly 
called, and several ng retauge tlar pieces of iron, 1-tenth of an inch thick and 
covered with gold-leaf, he second tomb, | it had no appearance of 
ever having been o produced nothing, not even bones ; a part of its 
was also own ont & the sold we, ie noc. the shin, which 
was also hewn out of the rock, produced fra, IF} 
en Saga bison with Arcade vases of the usual cme gether with frnartedita 
of utensils made of lead, and a circular mirror of mer or mixed metal 6 
inches diameter, placed within a cover of thinner met » With a handle with an 
ornamented border. The same tomb contained a leaden box 2} inches high 
and 1] inches in diameter, rig. like the frustum of a cone, and having a 
button: serving for a handle in the centre of the lid, but nothing remained in it 
earth containing two or three minute snail-shells, In the fourth sepulchra 
Wore found two or three vases, and some niore gold and iron ornaments, The 
Mirror was placed vertically at the feet of the deceased : this and the small 
leaden box stow that tomb to have been that of a female.” 

A wall of polygonal masonry extended across the ravine of the 
sepulchres, from near the Vasilospito to the cliff behind; and 
another wall down the hill, in a southerly direction, from near the 
fame spot: these walls probably connected the Acropolis with 
some enclosed space below. Colonel Leake supposes that there 
Was a large town on the plateau and sk 23 below the Acropolis, 
about the site of the present villa e of Camarina, which is half-a- 
mile south-west of it; this town he supposes to have been about 
3 miles in circuit. He was apported in the idea by finding a 
ig of old wall below the present village: this piece of wall, 
oo appea be of much more modern construction than 

Sy opens. A here is a good supply of water at the villa : 
and appearances of natural or artifeal reservoirs on the slopes 
near it. 

Under the cliffs of the eastern and most lofty peak of the 
mountain is the monastery of Zalongo, about 500 yards east of the 
Acropolis. There is water at a sufficiently high level to have been 
conducted into the Acropolis. ‘This peak of the mountain is 
bounded by cliffs; the top is a plateau, on the eastern end of - 
which is a mound 100 feet high. In the centre of this plateau is 
the “mietoki ” of St. Michael, surrounded by small oaks. Colonel 
Leake found no Hellenic remains on this peak ; it is possible, as it 
was beyond the range of ancient missiles from the Acropolis, that 
it did not form part of that fortification, although overlooking it ; 
but the penk north-west of the Acropolis must have been included 
in it, as it completely commands it. 

The eastern peak is celebrated in modern history for having 
been the scene of two of those chivalrous defences made by the 
Suliotes yes Ali Pasha in the beginning of this cetury ; at 
the first of which (so Colonel Leake was informed at the time) six 
men and 22 women threw themselves off the precipice on the 


g 





—_ 


—_ 
= 


of the Acropolis of Cassope, in Epirus. . > 
western side, in preference to falling alive into the hands of their 


enemies. 
With respect to the history of this ancient fortress, Colonel 
Leake makes the following remarks : 


This great city I believe to have been Caseopo, the city of the Cassopei, 
who occupied the maritime country between Thesprotia and the Ambracian 
Gulf, and bordered on the territory of Nicopolis ; alt of although in the time . 
Beylax the Cassopei dwelt ewpnddy or in small towna, it is ver fiwecian ids 
the most advantageously situated of those towns became subsequent! 
head of the nation, The Acropolis therefore, of which the masonry i 
50 remote an antiquity, may have been the xwpq, older than the time of Soplas, 
pete lower city may have been added at that later period to which the coins 

6 Cassopei have the of belonging. a Chek Sols Sea 
capital city is shown by Dioc who in oon an expedition of Lysiscnus, 
312, ror iy eater cp pray Brim ith hed 

statics that abet, A to E 
preraiep pest tbe sity, Casephe. Agrapidhis was probably the Api oF 


or Hughes states that this city is referred by Meletius to 


Both these travellers remark how little was known in their time 


of this ancient city ; and, as faras I am awire, Very little additional 
information about it has been obtained since that date." Some 
idea of the importance of it aay be obtained from the fact that 


* Sapposing the ruins to be those of Cassopia, the real difficulty is to assign 
the period at which the city was built. This was certainly not after Greece 


came into the power of the Romans, for their vei cele was to create 


centres of commerce in such situations as | have a mi ue, atl 
to maintain camps of greater or less magnitude in cennarsdiins nary valu td 


constituted such a commercial centre. Possibly after it it was built the aa 


was occupied as the stafiea castro of one or more cohorts, Around these 
registra lived, and thus the population increased to a considerable extent. The 
Fasifospito may possibly wanes tbeproagera clare tetomee Bbaete such exist 
in man ofthe African towns which were occupiet by y the Homans of the 
The objection to this theory to my mind there do not appear to be any 
~ S rathpdam wher arrears aie Be that: the Cassoplane Iivell iiapiatte saad moka 

ex jon of at t m 

ae His dmvcription throughout is for the benefit of navigators; and 


hardly 

if the Cassopian produce was shipped at some place on the gulf, there would be. 
no call for him to mention the city in, although the people eo atl 
regard it as the onpaul gentis, The city might, therefore, well exist in the early 
ec Sth century uc. The notice of Diodorus shows that it did im the 


part of the 4th century B.c. 


the architectural question of the arched chamber, there is nothing 
to pres ties ircaldl ‘spemn) that it fs contemporaneous with the fortification of the 
<r 'shonld not wonder if excavators were to discover many more gah 


traffic between the bead of the Adriatic and Corinth. was in its palmy 

state during the dynasty of the Orthagorids at Corinth. Periander held Cor 

and y¥ the ite shore, in a condition of a modified 

ee a at the time when the dynasty was shaken, and Corcyra 
i, 


“a -Maccoway on the Kunceikh River. 
the platean of the Acropolis contains about 45 ncres, and was as 
closely built on as Corfu, and that the present town of Corfu within 
the walls contains about 60 acres and 16,000 inhabitants, ‘The 
larger theatre of Cassope would hold 3000 people. 








VIL—The “ Kiweik River,” an Aqueduct. By D. J. 
Maccowan, Esq., wun. U. 8. 


GEOGRAPHERS and cartographers, and even travellers and his- 
torians, have been puzzled in relation to the stream designated as 
the “Kuweik (Quoik, Kowick, Koeik) River,” which, rising at 
the foot of Mount Taurus, and flowing nearly parallel with the 
E » loses itself in the marshes a little to the south of 
Aleppo, after a course of between 80 and 90 miles, It is said to 
have derived its name from the croaking of frogs, which abound 
on its banks, ear are still found “ vast sect are of a 
large size, and so delicious in quality that some | suropean epicures, 
eit Dr. Russell, have been hiaanel to declare that it is ahiined worth 
while to make a journey into Syria to regale on them. 

In the Sena treet Per oF the Euphrates several 
streams are represented as approaching that river from the west, 
having their origin west of the Kuweik. In some cases thease 
tributaries of the Euphrates are represented as emptying into the 
Kuweik, while other more trustworthy topographers give dotted 
lines, indicating uncertainty, thus confessing the existence of a 
fluviatile mystery which demands investigation. ‘This investigation 
has been bestowed upon the ee te competent observers,—the 
Rey. J.C. Ford, a resident of severa years at Aleppo, and Dr. 
Pratt, a resident of Aintab,—both gentlemen being American 
missionaries. 

_ Mr. Ford, having often made ineffectual inquiries on the subject 
among the citizens of Aleppo, none of whom knew whence the 
water of their city came, nor how it was conveyed, being able only 
to say that it came from Aintab, a city about 60 miles north of 
Aleppo, determined to ascertain the state of the case b personal 
inspection, He has just favoured me with a communication givi 
oH Rh of Dr. Pratt's and his own explorations to the north of 

Ainta 

“A ride of 5 miles from.Aintab,” writes Mr. Ford, “ brought 
us to the course of the stream, where at a glance we saw the souree 
of all the errors and confusion of the maps. We found in fact 
that it is not a river at all, but an aqueduct, The waters of a 
_ fopious fountain, naturally streaming into the Sagan, a branch of 
the Euphrates, are turned aside artificially and made to flow towards 
Aleppo, On following this aqueduct some miles to the south, we 


ef 
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diseovered that it is carried on stone arches over the streams which 
rise westward of it and flow into the Euphrates.” The same thing 
was at remarked at other points by Mr. Ford as he 
was returning alone to Aleppo. He adds, “ As this stream a 
proaches Aleppo, it flows through a valley where no embankments 
or arches are needed to keep it in its course ; and this accounts for 
the error of the natives and of travellers in supposing it to be a 
natural river.” 

Not only does this diseovery of my friend enable us to correct 
our maps, but it throws, [ think, some light upon an historical 
incident. J refer to the destruction of the Christian camp in the 
y uw 1123 by the sudden rise of the river Kuweik. It is recorded 

y Al Makin, and found in an unpublished transcript and trans- 
Ne Fg that author's history, by Gagnier, at Oxford (Hunt. MS., 

oO. Ib). 

Al Makin says, “ After the siege had continued eight days, and 
the place was upon the point of surrendering, the river Kuweik 
rose salting and, overflowing its banks, carried away the 
tents, destroyed a great number of men, together with baggage 
and effects to an immense value. This disaster happened about 
three in the afternoon.” In his ‘Natural History of Aleppo,’ 
Dr, Russell remarks, “ From the appearance of the Kuweik’ in 
summer, it cannot easily be conceived how a stream so incon- 
siderable should have proved so fatal to the Christian army 
encamped on its banks when the Franks in the time of the Holy 
Wars besieged the city.” In his description of this stream, he 
says that in most summers the channel at nape a is almost quite 
dry. In some winters, when much snow has fallen to the north- 
ward, it swells to a formidable river, so as to cover the lower 
oem and to overflow the bridges; With these facts before him, 

r. Russel] cannot conceive how the disaster to the Christian 
army described by Al Makin could have occurred, It has seemed 

ually inexplicable to others. Now, however, that we know the 
Kuwetk is an aqueduct, the difficulty vanishes. It appears to have 
presented in former times more of an artificial character than at 

ant. Sra to its KY guage where it flows by the cele- 
brated gardens, Dr. Russell says that “Near the kiosks and 
bridges, where it was banked with stone, it has the appearance of 
an artificial canal; and in a few places where moles. have been 
raised for mills or water-engines, it forms cascades.” It is highly 
probable, therefore, that above seven centuries ago those “moles” 
and “stone-hackings” and “ canal-like” structures characterised the 
whole work in front of Aleppo; and nothing was easier, therefore, 
than for the beleaguered to open a sluice suddenly upon the be- 
si¢gers, and scatter them by a flood. It will be noted that Al 
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conclusion, therefore, seems inevitable, that while ibe Kuweik 
“river” could not have produced so much devastation in an 
instant, the Kuweik aqueduct could and did accomplish, through 
the besieged in Aleppo, the phenomenon in question, | 

The aqueduct by which { e city is mainly supplied with water, 
conveyed from springs about eight miles to the north of the city, is 
supposed by Arab writers to be coeval with the city, but is said 
ave been repaired by the Empress Helena, mother of Con- 
stantine ; but when or by whom this aqueduct, of more than 60 
miles in length, was constructed is diselosed neither by history nor 
by tradition. In point of magnitude and utilj » it a be favour- 

ee to those remarkable works in Lower ¥ esopotamia 
or Babylonia by which the Euphrates and Tigris were con- 
nected, where canals for irrigation and navigation intersected the 
country in every direction. 


VIT.— Notes on an Excursion to Harrin, in Padan-Aram, and 
thence over Mount Gilead and the Jordan, to Shechem. By 
Cartes T. Bexe, Feq., PED, F.S.A., F.B.G.8.,, &e., (Gold 

Medalist r.¢.s,) | 

ftead, June 16, 1862, 


THE excursion into Syria, from which J have recently returned, wag 
undertaken for the purpose of verifying the position of Harran 
(Haran, or Charran), in Padan-Aram, mentioned in the Book of 

enésis and in the Acts of the Apostles. This place has generally 
been i to be represented by Harran, a well-known town on 
the river Bilik, in Mesopotamia, beyond the Euphrates ;" but many 
years ago I saw reason to doubt this identification, and in my 
*Origines Biblice,’ published in the year 1834, ] expressed the 
opinion that “the country watered by the Pharpar and Abana— 
the fertile district known in aftert; nes as the doer Damaseeny »— 
is Padan-Aram, the country into which, by the Divine direction, 
‘Terah and his family removed, and in whic was situate the city of 
Haran, or Charran, whence Abraham was called, and which after 
wards was the residence of Laban” (p. 131). At the time When 
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* See Dr. William Smith's ‘Dictionary of the } 
t From the omission of Nahor's name among thone of Terah s family (Gen. xi. 37) 


though it is nowhere mentioned, that Nahor did not accotn his father, | 

@ in Gen. xxv, 20, Nahor's sen Bethuel, the father of rps ieee 
described as being “of Padan-Aram,” it it Faint, though this, too, is not expli- 
“GBuy staced, that he must have followed Terah into that country; if, indeed, it 
to be inferred from Gen, xxiv, 10 that Nahor himself removed Pact Cire Casein 


‘Arom-Nokarain, Whatever uncertainty may be consider dies int 
forical question,—which for al] erpolies of the Seript a ed ive ie on this his 
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this opinion Was placed on record, and for many years subsequently, 
there was no knowledge of the existence at the present day of any 
a named Harran, in the locality which I attributed to it, As 
ar as 1 am aware, the first person to whom Harran became known 
was the Rev. J. L. Porter, who, in his ‘Five Years in Damascus,’ 
]. i p. 376, describes a visit made by him in November, 1852, 
pe called Harrdn-el-wamid, or “ Harran of the Columns,” 
situate about 14 miles almost due east of Damascus. This village 
I at once saw was the long-looked-for representative of the resi- 
dence of the Patriarchs, and 1 determined on visiting it at the 
earliest opportunity. 

As the ments for and against my identification of Harran 
have already been laid before the public on more than one occa- 
sion, and will shortly be so again in a fuller and more connected 
form, I shall refrain from discussing the question here, contenting 
myself with asserting m conviction that I have sufficiently esta- 
blished that Harran in Padan-Aram, or Aram-Naharaim (that is 
to say Aram of the Two Rivers), is the place of that name be- 
tween Abana and Pharpar, the two rivers of Aram, or Syria,—and 
not the Harran between the Euphrates and Tigris, the two rivers 
of Assyria ; and, on the assumption of the correctness of this iden- 
tification, I now proceed to narrate my visit, accompanied by my 
wife, to that most interesting spot, as also our journey thence over 
Mount Gilead into the Promised Land, which, as far as practicable, 
we made along the road taken by the Patriarch Jacob in his flight 
from his father-in-law Laban. 

- We arrived at Beyrout on the 5th of December, 1861, This ph 

is too well known to render any description of it necessary here. 
I may, however, remark that of late years—and more particularly 
since the military occupation of Syria by the French—very grea 

improvements have taken place in and about the town; and t 
carriage-road is being constructed from nae to Damascus, of 
which one-half, as far as Zahleh, was opened last summer, and the 
remaining half is intended to be sag eos in the course of the 
yas year. ‘There is also a line of electric telegraph in success- 

| operation between Damascus and Beyt ; 

Before commencing our journey to Lamascus 
made an excursion to Nahr-al-Kelb, for the purpose of inspecting 
that celebrated locality, and especially in order to examme ‘ithe 
inscription recently placed by the French on one of the ancient 


yptian tablets existing there. 
‘hen in Paris, on my way to Syria, I had been assured of the 


a secondary charncter,—it applies aE lesa to the traditional Harran beyond 
uy than to my Harran sear Damasens; aod it does not in the 
| est degre alle the geoyraphical question as to which of the fo was the 
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absolute incorrectness of a statement in the public prints that the 
ian tablet in question had been febaobil and an inscription 
cut on it commemorative of the presence of the French army in 
Syria in the years 1860 and 1861. We found, however, that the 
fact was as had been stated. 
The condition of this tablet (known to travellers as “No, 1, 
Egyptian”) before the French inscription was engraved on it is fully 
liscussed Dr. Edward Robinson, in his ‘Biblical Researches’ 
Edition, vol. ii. pp. 619-023). The conclusion which that 
telligent investicator arrived at is, that when he saw it in June, 
1852, no a pie remained on the tablet ;* but, from its 
appearance, he says “the suggestion arose in our minds while on 
the spot, as it aa one to others before us, whether the Assyrian 
conquerors, in their ‘pride of power,’ may not have purposel 
defaced the Egyptian monuments erected six centuries before, cnt 
then boastfully have caused their own to be sculptured side by 
side with them.” 
The ae round the end of the precipitous ridge of rocks which 
forms the southern bank of the ancient Lycus must always have 
been a terror to invading armies; and the surmounting of it may 
fairly have been deemed an exploit worthy of commemoration by 
each successive conqueror. That, in this 2 Se a Sennacherib 
should have mutilated the monument of an earlier Sesostris, might 
be regarded as not unnatural, and therefore venial; but that, at 










_ the present day, the temporary occupiers of Syria—not in their 


own name only, but as the “evi entatives of the other great 
Powers of Europe, and as the friends of the Government of the 
country—should have thus appropriated to themselves this vene- 
rable relic of past ages, would hardly be credited, were it not an 
ascertained fact. My wife took a photograph of the ancient Egyp- 
tian tablet, with its modern French inseription; which, thous the 
pee was unfortunately injured by water in our passage of the 
Jordan, affords still a sufficient representation of the monument 
in its actual state. 

We left Beyrout for Damascus on the 14th December, going 
by the direct road through Bhamdiin, Meksch, Fiji, and Sik- 
Wadi-Barada, and earings only to visit the ruins of Anjar, which 
has been identified by Dr. Robinson with the ancient Chalcis 
under Lebanon. The ruins of this city are now rapidly disap- 
pearing, the broken shafts of columns, hewn stones, and other 
architectural fragments being either worked up for the masonry of 
the bridges of the new carriage-road, or else burnt into lime. 





_ _™ See, however, “ Notice of some curious Remains of Antiquity in the Vicinity of 















pyronf, arith plates, by Jogerm Rowomt, Esq.” in *‘Transactions of the Roya 
ciety of pp fe lil. Pp. 105-103 ; wh 
given, as drawn by that gentleman in January, 1834, 
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From the advanced period of the year at which we visited 
Syria, snow had already fallen deeply on Lebanon, and we were 
fearful our passage by the direct road would be impeded, We 
were fortunate in passing as we did. Our dragoman, who had to 
return to Beyrout to fetch tents and other requisites for our further 
_ journey across the plains of Hauran (which we had not deemed it 
expedient to bring in the first instance, lest we should find the 
journey impracticable), did not meet with equal good fortune, but 
was forced to take the circuitous route by Rasheiya and Hasbeiya. 

The carriage-road, as finished over the ridge of Lebanon, much 
resembles those across the Alps in their easier portions, there 
being here no necessity for great engineering works. ‘There are, 
however, several well-built ricdee and, as far as completed, 
the work does credit to its undertakers. Just a8 we were passing 
the cof we came up with several droves of mules, asses, and camels, 
laden with British manufactured goods, iron rods, and Persian 
tobacco; and we met others coming down from Damascus and 
Zahleh, carrying grapes, dried apricots, and other articles of 
native produce; as also large flocks of goats, which were being 
driven down to the sea-coast for pasturage,—the whole in a state 
almost inextricable confusion. 

That tobaceo from Persia should be carried to Damascus from 
the west, instead of the east, was unintelligible to me till I obtained 
the following explanation. The caravans between Baghdad and 
Damascus, of which there used to be three or four annually, have 
for the last three years or more been discontinued, in consequence 
of a very rich one having been attacked and plundered by the 
Beduins, by which the Damascus merchants are said to have lost 

ywards of 40,0002 sterling. ‘Tbe direct communication between 
Baghdad and Damascus being thus suspended, goods for the. 
Damascus market have to be brought round abe way of Mosul 
and Aleppo to Scanderoon, where Rey are shipped to Payrets 
and thence brought up this way. When at Damascu: I heard 
that it was shortly intended to reopen the direct route from Bagh- 
dad: and from an article in the ‘Times’ of the 21st of April 









1862), it appears that the attempt has been made, but that un-_ 


ately the caravan has been again attacked and pillaged near 
Palmyra. This must unavoidably, and perhaps indetinite > BOM 
pone the resuscitation of the direct trade with Baghdad, from 
which the inhabitants of Damazcus might have hoped to derive 
some compensation for the great losses they have of late s ined, 
In the present unsettled state of political affairs in Syria it would, 
however, be useless to look for any certain amelioration of the 
material welfare of Damascus. ‘The Christians, who were the prin- 
cipal merchants, appcer to have abandoned the city; and until a 
firm, powerful, and energetic government can guarantee the safety 
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of their persons and their property, they will hardly think of 
returning. But this is a subject which has biel 60 repeatedly and 
os adap of late, that it would be out of place to dwell 
on it bere, 

We arrived at Damascus in the afternoon of the 17th of De- 
cember, and I lost no time in presenting my letters of introduction 
to the worthy representative of our nation—Mr. E. T. Rogers, 
Her Majesty's Consul—to whom I will here at once express our 
hearty thanks for his great kindness and attention to us rsonally, 
not less than in furthering the object of our journey. Our drago- 
man having left Damascus for Beyrout, Mr. Rogers kindly placed 
at our service one of his kawasses to accompany us to Harran, for 
which place we started on the morning of the 20th of December, 
From the short time Mr. Rogers had been at Damascus, he was 
unable to state what might be the condition of the district we were 
about to visit; and he therefore recommended that, instead of going 
direct to Harran, we should first proceed to Sekka, a village about 
9 miles from Damascus, belonging to Dr. Wetzstein, for many 
years Prussian Consul at Damascus (but now Professor of Arabic 
in the University of Halle), who then happened to be there, and 
from whom we might obtain every requisite information and 
assistance. 


Our road to Sekka lay in an £.s.£. direction through the 
fertile plain of Damascus, bounded on either side by the rivers 
Barada snd Awaj, the representatives of the “Abana and Pharpar, 
rivers of Damascus,” of the Second Book of Kings. For some 
distance we passed through orchards and plantations, and then 
over wide-spreading downs, interspersed with cultivated tracts 
adjoining the numerous villages. On reaching Sekka about mid- 
day, we found Dr. Wetzstein just about to sit down to a dinner 
oo him by his villagers previously to his return to Damascus 
hat evening. We were, of course, invited to partake of the feast ; 
after which Dr. Wetzstein, with Oriental even more than European 
courtesy, insisted on escorting us to Harran in person, though all 
his arrangements had been made for returning that evening to the 
city. The distance from Sekka to Harran is about 5 miles in an 
E.N.E. direction; but, owing to the watercourses and ditches being 
filled by the rains, we had to make a considerable détour, so that 
we did not reach our destination till near sunset. 3 
As the object of our journey was to visit the place where the . 
Patriarch Jacob had for twenty years kept the of his father- . 
in-law Laban, we could not but be struck by the sight of some 
large flocks of sheep, with their lambs only a few days old,—they 
having this year been dropped somewhat earlier than usual ; 
and the white ewes giving suck to black, “ ring-straked, speckled, 
and grisled” lambs, forcibly reminded us of the incidents nar- 
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rated in the 30th and 31st chapters of Genesis. Our approach 
to the village recalled to our remembrance even more strongly 
the narrative, in the 24th chapter of the same Book, of the 
arrival at Harran of Abraham's eldest servant, when sent to seck a 
wife for his master’s son Isaac, Like him we arrived * at the time 
of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water ;” 
and as we came “without the city,” we met “the daughters of the 
men of the city,” with their pitchers, going out for water. As 
Abraham's servant must have approached from Damascus, which 
lies west of Harran, he would have met the women as they went 
out to draw water. We, entering from the south, crossed their 
line of march, But, without following them, we at once entered 
into the village, to make arrangements for passing the night there, 
Dr. Wetzstein remained with us till early next morning, when he 
capesited for Damascus, leaving us go pursue our investigations 
one. 

Instead of continuing my narrative journal-wise, it will be better 
that I should give in a condensed form the general results of our 
observations and researches, both on the present occasion and on a 
second visit which we made to Harran on the 30th of December, 

Harran—generally known as Harrdn-el-Awamid, or “ Harran 
of the Columns,” from three Ionic columns standing amidst the 
mud-houses of which it consists at the present day—is a village 


situate at the eastern extremity of the plain of Damascus, near the — 


southern portion of the Bahret-el-Atebe, which receives the waters 
of the Barada, as the Bahret-el-Llijine is the recipient of those of 


shown as flowing into two lakes, named Bahret-esh-Sharkiyeh and 
Bahret-el-Kibliyeh ; but in Dr. Wetzstein’s map these two are but 
portions of a single lake, to which he me the name of Bahret-el- 
Atebe, as we ourselves heard it called at Harran. Had we been 
able to ne the lake, we should no doubt ns serers at this 
season © year covering a greater extent of ground than is even 
shown in Dr. Wetzstein’s map. In the dry Gaeta the northern 
and southern portions most probably form (as it were) two lakes, 
united only by a narrow line of water, or perhaps of marsh only. — 
_ The rains had rendered the village itself such a mass of mud and 
filth, that it was difficult for us to make any explorations of a very 
satisfactory nature, or, indeed, to move about at all without axe 
difficulty. At the present day Harran consists of about 100 or 
200 houses, built of stones covered with mud ; but, from the archi- 
tectural remains found scattered throughout its streets and m the 
enclosures of the houses, and more pe ae from the three 
columns from which the place derives its modern appellation, it 
manifestly occupies the site of some ancient Greek or Koman city. 

The fans appears to be ina thriving condition, its inhabitants, 
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like the Patriarchs of old, possessing large flocks and herds; and 
round the village are extensive vineyards, the vines “lg planted 
in regular order at some distance one from another, like the cherry 
and other fruit-trees in our Kentish orchards. 

On the sides of Lebanon the vines are nearly as large, only 
there they are allowed to trail over the ground ; pat eri here eae 
is uher into a tree or bush, standing quite erect, without any 
prop, trellis, or other support. At the season of the — when 
we saw them they were not in leaf, and they presented the appear- 
ance of gigantic gooseberry-bushes. When in full bearing they 
must look magnificent: we were told that sticks have then to be 
placed a the loaded branches, to prevent the grapes from 


The neighbou rhood of Damascus has always been celebrated for 


its areyen Those of Halbin, a village about as far to the north- 
ward of the city as Harran is to the east, are, as Dr. E. Robinson 


tells us," “ greatly esteemed for their rich flavour, and from them 
is made the best and most-highly-prized wine of the country.” We 
can ourselves bear testimony to this, from having drunk of the wine 
in the house of -_ oe Dr. Wetzstein, who had — it from 
s sent to hi the villagers of Halbin. The het 
Ezekiel (xxvii. 18), ee enumerating the articles ia kik 
Damaseus traded with Tyre, particularises “the twine of Helbon 
and white wool ;” and the geographer Strabo (B. xv. e. iii, § 22) 
peaks of the wines of Chalybon as being among the luxuries of 
the kings of Persia, The city of Haleb, or Ale po, in Northern 


Syria, was, until recently, supposed to be the Helbon of Scripture 


and the Chalybon of profane history ; it was, however, only requi- 
site for modern investigators to point to Halbiin, near Damascus, 
as the true Helbon, and the correctness of the identification was 
at once admitted.t My identification of the Biblical Hurran pear 

amascus, is based on almost more conclusive evidence than that 
of Helbon. The distance between the two Harrans is also not 
much greater than between the two Helbons, the former being less 
than 240 Pe Aue miles in a direct line, while the latter is 
upwards of 150 miles, Yet, strange to say, the strongest advo- 
cates of the rectification of the position of Helbon are the most 
decided opponents of my identification of Harran, 

As may readily be imagined, the first object of our inquiry was a 

* * Biblical § sea,’ Wol, ji 7" 

t Dr. E. havens try he oe Fe rd), “The missionaries are probably right 
in regarding this — as the Mellon of Scripture,“ On this Dr. Wetzstein re- 
marks (* Zcitschr. d. Deatechen Morgenl. Gesellsch.,” xi. 490), “ He should rather 
have said, ‘The Rabbis rightly regard this place, &e.; for it is by them that the 
attention of us ibe oe has been directed to this, os well os many other im- 






points of Biblical archeology.” See also Dr. H. Petermann’s ‘Reisen im 
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well on the western side of the town, which should represent “the well 
of water without the city,” at which Abraham’s servant—Eliezer 
of Damazeus, as is generally supposed—met the damsel Rebekah. 
We were at first told there was no well in or near the place; and 
when we asked where, then, the women were going, whom we had 
met on our arrival in the evening with their pitchers on their heads 
or shoulders, we were answered that they were fetching water from 
a canal running at a short distance to the south-west of the village. 
However, on inquiring and examiming further, we discovered not 
only one well, but two wells; and 1 am not prepared to say there 
may not be others. The chief one of the two wells which we saw 
is within a covered building standing im the courtyard of the 
mosque, which is situate at the western end of the village, towards 
Damascus, and near the public cemetery. Were it not for the 
inclosure of the yard, the well woull be altogether outside the 
town, as is, in fact, the second well, which is at a short distance to 
the south-west of the other, and close to the cemetery. ‘The 
pr vssea within the courtyard containing the first well, is con- 
structed of stones, apparently obtained from more ancient edifices, 
covered over with a cement of lime and mud. It is square im 
shape, and has a window and two doors, with a wooden ndgetiol 
the floor being paved with stones. The well is in the north-east 
corner; its mouth, which is built of roughly-hewn stones, is about 
2 feet 6 inches in height, and 3 feet in width, its orifice being 
circular, and about 1 foot 6 inches in diameter. Above the orifice, 
and fastened to each side, is an iron bar, bent double in the 
middle, from which, by a pulley and an endless rope, is suspended 
a leather bucket, by means of which the women fill their pitchers, 
The water stands in the well about 10 feet from its mouth, From 
the extremely smooth and polished surface of the stones inside, this 
_ well must have been in use yery long indeed, Near it, within the 
building, stand two stone troughs, about 1 foot 9 inches in width, 
and respectively 4 feet and 3 feet in length, evidently of great anti- 
wity, of which the use must (I think) have been to water cattle. 
But since = well has been inclosed and ae in, they pee of 
course, go longer serve that purpose. I could not learn that any 
Geaaitsee or © ale whatever y attachied either to the well or to the 
oughs, Without intending to assert that this is actually the 
“well of water” at which took place the meeting between Eheze 
and Rebekah, I may point to its entire correspondence with all the 
requirements of the narrative*in the 24th chapter of Genesis as 
being very remarkable. si : 
The second draw-well outside the mosque-yard, already alluded 
to, is of a similar character to the one within the | bu 
smaller; its mouth is covered with a stone, and 
used, the water being said to be bad. But that of 
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* Rebekah's Well "—appeared sweet and good to the taste, though 
evidently containing much saline matter in solution ;* and on both 
our visits we saw many females come there for water with their 
pitchers and pans. Being, however, within the mosque-yard, it 
could not serve for the general requirements of the inhabitants; 
and, accordingly, water has to be fetched from a small and shallow 
artificial canal from the Barada, which, if not altowether of modern 
formation, has recently been reopened, the earth thrown up along 
its banks having been but a short time dug out of its bed. 

at mosque itself is a comparatively modern. buildin , con 
structed of columus and other remains of former edifices, ceases 
and painted over. It has a square minaret, with a circular turret 
in the centre, possessing a general resemblance to an English 
village steeple: 

Not far from the wall of ,the courtyard of the mosque, and at 
the eastern end of the cemetery, 1s a building, now in ruins, appa- 
rently the tomb of a wely or saint, constructed of ancient cut 
stones, put together without mortar. Several of these are beauti- 
fully carved ; some figures of eagles are full of life, and some scrolls 
artistically executed, 

_ The three lonic columns, from which Harran has acquired its 
distinguishing appellation, are situate in nearly the centre of the 
town. Two of them are complete, with their capitals; the third has 
lost the upper portion. The height of each shaft is 29 feet, and 
that of the base 2 feet 3 inches. “The circumference of the shaft is 
about 11 feet 7 inches: it is not in one piece, but formed of blocks 
§ and LO feet in rar The interval between the two columns 
facing the east is 6 feet 9 inches; whilst that between thoar 
towards the north is as much as 7 feet 9 inches. We were told 








* Sir Roderick I. Morchison had the kindpess to direct an analysis of this water 
to be made at the Royal School of Mines, of which he is Director, The results 
were as follows :— _ at 

“The water from ‘ Rebekah’s Well” contains 109° 76 gers. of solid matter in one 
gallon. This consists of potash, soda, Hime, sia, sulphorie acid, and chioris 
with a little organic matter, The amount of lime in solution in the imp 
gallon is 6°08 gre.; of magnesia, 17°30 gra: so that the greater Peupection of 
solid matter mast consist of alkaline salts. The residue at the bottim of the 
bottle cootained carbonates of lime and inngesia, with some earthy matter—pro- 
bably clay. This deposit of carbonate of lime and magnesia. results from the fot 
that the water has lost some carbonic acid since it was taken from the well; so 
that the actual amownt of lime in solution in the water, when taken from the 
well, would exceed 6°09 grs. in the re oe gallon: the same remark applic 

equally to the amount of magnesia. The kmount of water at disposal «lid not 
allow of a more complete analysis, a . Too . 
“ Laboratory, Muscum, June 18, 1863." * (CHAS. OURET. 
It should be explained that the water submitted to analysis was only a small 
Portion of a quantity of several gallons, which was decanted of fro the 
residue, ~iagl having stood several days at Damascus in a vessel imperfectly 
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there was formerly a fourth column, forming a square ; but, from 
the difference between the intervals, this would seem not to have 
been the case, and I should rather regard them as portions of 
two separate rows of columns. | | 

The mud buildings, above which tower these beautiful remains 
of a former age, prevent all means of satisfactory examination; 
but, as far as we could ascertain, the bases of these columns rest on 
a massive stone wall, about 9 feet in height from the ground. 

The stone of which these columns are formed is a highly crys- 
talline, though partially vesicular, trachytie basalt. In its exfo- 
liation from the gradual operation of time and weather, acting 
sien on a concealed spheroidal coneretionary structure, may 
be plainly seen how ortholiths, whether composed of one or more 
than one piece, may be overthrown, without the intérvention of the 
devastating hand of man or any great convulsion of Nature, to one 
of whieh causes the destruction of ancient erections is generally 
attributed. The layers of the stone separate themselves the 
mnss at its lower end,—not in a rectilinear, but in a curvilinear 
form,—by whieh the mass itself gradually lessens mm size below, 
This process continues till, the centre of gravity bemg transferred 
outwards, the ortholith falls from its own ig Fe as a tree 
when felled. It is sad to see the columus at Harran rapidly 
undergoing this silent operation of Nature. 

That Harran is the representative of the place of that name 
mentioned in the Book of Genesis as the residence of Terah 
and his descendants, there is now no reasonable ground for 
questioning: © What may have been its designation in intervening 
ages, is for the present a mystery. Further research will doubt- 
less bring this to light; and a clue to it rpilotenie be fur- 
nished by an inscription on a broken piece of the shaft of a small 
column which I discovered, but could not bring away with me. Dr. 
Stanley's attention has been directed to this inscription, in case 
he should be able to visit Harran when at Damascus with the 
Prince of Wales; otherwise I have taken steps to have it brought 
to England.+ ‘This fragment is, however, so much covered pee 
the small part exposed is so weather-worn, that I was unable to 
decipher any portion of the inscription, which I believe to be in 
the Greek earacien; but dare not speak positively on the subject. 

* The Arsbian ge ber Yakit, in bis "Mushtarik" (edit, Wistenfeld, 
Goting., 1446, p 195), says, “Harrin is one of the towns of the Ghutah of 
Damascus.” It was, therefore, known by its present same in the 12th century of 
the Christian era.—ficfoler 20, 1862, | 

+ Dr. Stanley was unable to visit Harran; but be commissioned the Rev, 
Smylie Robson, an American Presbyterian missiovary af Damascus, 0 examine, 


if possible, bring away the piece af column with its inseription.. Mr. Robson's 


& age 





Suis su tlarran ta daeantaa ia & Metter’ ented Damascus, J 15, 1842, which ia 
tended to be inserted in an appendix tg Dr, Stank 1 forthcoming work, entitled 
‘Lectures op the History of the Jewish Church, ch." r 20, 1862. 
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We had intended to remain longer at Harran, for the Purpose 
of taking photographs and drawings ; but the weather was so very 
unfavourable, and the prospect of its improving so remote, that we 
decided on not delaying our erat to Mount Gilead, lest any- 
thing should occur to frustrate it altogether. On our arrival at 
Damascus we had arranged with the dragoman who had come with 
us from Beyrout that he should go with us on our further journey, 
Under his agreement he had accompanied us on our second visit 
to Harran ; and as on leaving Damascus we had taken leave of our 
good friends Mr, Consul Rogers and Dr. Wetastein,—the former of 
whom had furnished us with letters of recommendation to all the 
chief personages on our line of rond,—we had no occasion to return 
thither ; therefore on the Ist of January of the present year Sere 
we started on dur journey. The part of it which most threatene 
to be dangerous was the district lying immediately to the south of 
the river Awaj. It is occupied 4 the Arab tribe of Salt (plural 
Salit), one division of whom are in deadly feud with the Turkish 
Government, who have put a price on the heads of their chiefs, 
Whilst we were at Damascus two heads were brought in, and, 
after being presented to the Mushir Pasha, they were exposed for 
three days on a black board in the Arab bazaar. On their being 
thrown down before the Seraskier, he rose from his divan, sti 
on the heads, spat on them, and kicked them about, cursing them 
all the while in the choicest Turkish. 

We were in some perplexity as to the best means of passing in 
safety through this debateable land. At length it was decided 
that the Consul should apply to Emin Pasha, W ali or Governor of 

Daur for an order to the Commandant at Kiswe to furnish us 
with an escort as far as Eshmiskin, the residence of Sheikh Ahmed- 
et-Tiirk, which he obtained for us Just before our departure for 
Harran. In the plain of Damascus we were, 80 to say, at home. 
From Harran, then, we proceeded to Ghazile, another of Dr 
Wetzstein's villages, the sheikh of which, named Mahmid, whom 
we had met at Sekka, accompamed us to Nejha, on the Awaj, and 
the sheikh of this latter village furnished us with a guide to Kiswe, 
From Nejha our road lay along the northern side of the Awaj, till 
we came to Hurjille, where we crossed the river over a stone 
bridge, and proceeded up its right bank to Kiswe. 

The Awa) is the Pharpar of Scripture,—the “river” that was 
crossed by the Patriarch Jacob, when he fled from Laban, as 
narrated in the 31st chapter of Genesis: “And he rose up, and 

i over the river, and set his face toward the Mount Gilead.” 
Phe precise point at which he so crossed the Awaj may be difficult 
to determine ; but, on account of the mountainous district to the 
South of the river, known as Jebel Miani‘a, it is manifest that he 
must either have gone round to the east of it from Nejha, or else 
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have continued westward up the river (as we did) in the direction 
of Kiswe. 1am of opinion that he adopted the latter course.” 

Kiswe isa large village situate on an eminence commanding the 
Haj road from Exsh-Sham, and possessing a strong garrison. We 
found that the commanding officer, Ahmed Agha, to whom our 
balordi from Emin Pasha was addressed, had gone south with a 
body of soldiers; but his lieutenant readily gave us a dozen dvs/ut- 
buyuraldi to escort us to Ghabighib, eae ee said we should meet 
with Ahmed Agha. With this escort we left Kiswe on the mane 
of the 2nd January, proceeding southward along the high road 
leading to Mecca. | 

This road has in past times received much attention from the 
rulers of the country, the streams being bridged over, and a cause- 
way laid in many parts; but the whole is now in so dilapidated a 
condition, that it is often preferable to travel by the side of the 
road instead of upon it; while many of the arches of the bridges 
are broken through, so as to render the passage of them at times 
not without danger. The country bere is apparently of good soil, 
but thickly strewn with stones of all sizes, by which its cultivation 
ig rendered difficult. In the dry season, too, it suffers from want 
of water, Besides this, not a tree or a shrub is to be seen; 80 
that altogether it has a most desolate appearance. As we travelled 
very slowly, it was four hours after leaving Kiswe before we 
reached Ghabaghib, a small village built of the black basaltic stone 
of Hauran, where we learnt that Ahmed Agha had gone on to 
Sinamein. Our escort wanted to stop here for the night, but we im- 
sisted on going on, when they said that their orders were to accom 
pany us only as far as Ghabaghib, As we did not think we were 
now likely to fall in with any of the Salit Speen wife and I 
servants were at first inclined to remain behind with the escort; 
but before we had got far from the place, they came creeping after 
us, and we reached Siinamein in safet in about three hours. The 
approach to this place is very striking. ‘Two lofty square towers are 
visible from a considerable distance, bearing in our eyes a gem 
resemblance to Rochester Castle and Cathedral. The whole town 
is fall of the ruins of buildings, showing it to have been onee a 
. place of importance ; but the houses, as at present existing, appear 
to have been more than once destroyed, and rebuilt with the rus 
of former buildings. whens 

On. our arrival at Sdnamein we found that Ahmed a sp 
again flitted, He was said to be scouring the country, bemg one 
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* A consideration of the circumstances connected with the prepare’ for 
Jacob's departure from Pudan-Aram, as related in Gen. 2x2, 45" , xxxi, 1-21, 
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night at one place, and the next at another. This occasioned us 
no little difficulty with our dragoman and. his people, who refused 
to go on without protection. it was no easy task to make them 

erstand that we ourselves were no more desirous than they 
were to run into needless danger. The sheikh of Sanamein having 
assured them and us that we were quite safe in his hands, it was 
finally arranged that we should proceed to Eshmiskin under the 


ree of his son. 
ute next morning (January 3rd) we left Sa&namein with our 
ingle unarmed guide, and soon fell in witha party of villagers 
with their laden mules going ma 8) ; and, our attendants having 
Joined company with them, they all went on together through a 
well-cultivated country, talking and laughing, with no more fear 
than in the plain of Damaseus. At Sinamein we had quitted the 
basin of the Awaj, and entered that of the Jordan, a small stream 
near thistown being a tributary of the Yarmik ; and the character 
of the country now went on improving the farther we proceeded, 

We left Sinamein ata quarter-past nine, and arrived at Esh- 
miskin at half-past three: our rate of travelling being very slow, 
owing to the heavy state of the ronda. dite ai 

Eshmiskin or Shekhmiskin is the residence of Sheikh Ahmed- 
el-Hariri, better known as Ahmed et-Tirk,—Shetkh Mushaikh 
Hauran,—that is to say, Sheikh of the Sheikhs of Hauran, he and 
his whole tribe being Sherrifs or descendants of the Prophet. 

In Murray's ‘Handbook for Syria and Palestine,’ p, 582, it 
is said that Eshmiskin is occupied exclusively by Muslems, 
famous, like all their brethren along the Haj road, for fanaticism, 
Fortunate will the traveller be, or at least well-protected, who 
escapes insolence and insult at their hands.” Ip justice to Ahmed 
et-Tiirk and his people, I am bound to place on record the fact 
that, when the news arrived in Hauran of the massacre of the 
Christians in Damascus in 1860, great disturbances took place in 
thia district, and the lives and property of ite Christian inhabitants 
were placed in jeopardy. This was particularly the case at Edhr'a, 
where there are as many a3 900 or 600 Christians, the inhabitants 
af two villages in Jebel Hauran having removed thither to avoid 
the persecutions of the Druzes, Ahmed et-T: Urk, on learning this, 
instantly sent letters to all his kinsmen, and collected 200 armed 
men, at whose head he hasted to Edhr'a just in time to save the 
Christians from the Arabs of the Leja, whom. he drove off. He 
then wrote to all the chiefs of tribes in the Leja, desiring them to 
spare the Christians among them for his oan Which they did 
accordingly, Several other instances of his interference to protect 
the Christians were mentioned. And it was not only here at 
Eshmiskin that we heard all this. Before our depa from 
Mamascus we had been told of Ahmed et-Tark’s noble and 
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disinterested conduct, the very reverse of “ fanaticism,” and 
hence we were induced to make inquiries on the spot. 
On the following morning we left. Eshmiskin, accompanied by 
the sheikh's brother, Sheikh Mahmid, pans gr through a rich 
country, the inhabitants of which were actively engaged in 
pe rhing and sowing, In one field alone we counted 12 ploughs, 
n about four hours we reached Kelit-em-Mezarib, an important 
Haj station, the castle being. built close to a small lake, called 
El-Bejje, which contains water all the year round. Our road lay 
directly towards Jebel Ajliin, the Mount Gilead of Genesis ; the 
marked separation of which from the country we were traversing 
shall be described in the words of Dr. Edward Robinson, rather 
than my own, lest I should be suspected of being biassed by my pre- 
conceived ideas of what ““ Mount Gilead " oaent to be, a suspicion 
from which the evidence of an indifferent observer must necessarily 
be free. In speaking of Jebel Ajlin, Dr. Robinson says:—* This 
—— embraces so much of the mountainous country east of the 
ordan as lies between the Yarmik and the Ziirka, At the 
northern extremity it sudienly declines to the level of Jauldn, which 
appears at a distance as a continuation of the Nukrah of Hauran ; 
and presents on the east side of the Lake of ‘Tiberias the edge of 
a hich plateau, intersected by deep ravines, No mountain eroases 
it [Jaulan}, fo connect Jebel Ajliin with Jebel-esh-Sheikh ee 
Thus Jebel Ajliin, or Mount Gilead, stands out distinctly and pro- 
minently before every traveller crossing the lains from the north 
and east, to whom it serves as a landmark and a guide. We could 
not lose sight of it from the absence of all intervening objects; 
and we could thus thoroughly appreciate the few emphatic words 
in which the Patriarch Jacob's flight from Padan-Aram is de- 
scribed :—*“ He passed over the river, and set his face toward the 
Mount Gilead ;’ pine as we were now doing when following 
in his footstep Ina couple of hours more we arrived at ‘Turra, 
a small village, of which the houses are all under ground. As it 
was raining hard, we did not stop, but pushed on to Howara; 
which place we were given to understand was about an hou 
farther on, but which it took us nearly four bours to reach, for we 
did not arrive till half-past seven o'clock. Our road for the greater 
part of the distance lay along the valley, and at times up the bed 
of the Wady Shellile, a tributary of the Yarwik. The moon, 
hough young and mostly obscured by clouds, was sufficient to 
enable us to find our way, yet not without diffeulty. It was 
fortunate, however, that the evening was not brighter ; for in the 
valley we near to an encampment of the Beni-Sakhr Arabs, 
and saw t ea of another on me mountains above ws es 
they perceived us, we might not have passed unquestioned. It is 
ra joked letters fir eg ert to the sheikhs of three separate 
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divisions of this powerful tribe, but we were better pleased at not 
having occasion to produce them. 

On the other hand, we had the misfortune to miss seeing the 
remains of an ancient aqueduct, known as the Kanitir Fir’on, 
which served to convey the water from a lake or marsh called E] 
Gab, near Dilli on the Haj route north of Eshmiskin, to the city 
of Gadara or M’kes, and which crosses Wady Shellale on three 
tiers of arches, Notwithstanding that its loca name, “ Pharaoh's 
Bridges,” might be considered as pointing to an indefinite anti- 

uity, Dr. Wetzstein has shown in his * Reiseberichte iiber Hauran,’ 

at this aqueduct is the work of King Gebele L, a monarch 
of the Christian dynasty of the Gassanides, to whom many of the 
erections in these regions owe their origin, 

Howiira is a miserable village, its houses being mostly under 
ground, and, as there was a total want of accommodation for us, 
we were glad to pitch our tents outside the place, 

Leaving Howara next morning (January 5th), we in less than an 
hour reached the village of El-Hosn, conspicuously placed on the 
summit of a fell, or conical hill, Its inhabitants are principally 
Christians of the Greek Church, We observed here, as in man 
other places, immense holes or caverns under ground, used as dwell- 
ing houses and granaries. The mouth is small, but below they are. 
oF great extent, We did not stop to examine them. We were here 
ascending Jebel Ajlin, which may be regarded as commencing 
from Wady Shellale, most of the sourees of which are In its sides, 
We found, indeed, the whole ofthe ground as we ascended full of 
springs. In little more than half an hour after leaving El-Hosn, 
we came to a beautiful rivulet, being the first clear water we had 
seen since we left Damascus, at which with one accord we stopped 
to drink: in fact, we all made a rush at it, our animals not jess 
eagerly than our attendants and ourselves, A few minutes more 
brought us to the summit of Gilead, where our yes were glad- 
dened with the sight of what is probably the most interesti 
portion of the Promised Land. The conspicuous cone of Mount 





were pointed out tous, As our road from Harran hither closely 
corresponded with that taken by the Patriarch Jacob on his return 
into the Land of Canaan, it is manifest that his resting-place on 
the summit of Gilead, where he “pitched his tent in the mount,” 
and where he was overtaken by Laban on the seventh day of his 
flight, must have been somewhere in this neighbourhood, possessing 
the advantages of a plentiful sup: ly of water and good pasturage 
for his numerous flocks and heetiinge-caeks in fact, as are found at 
the place where we stopped todrink. And as, further, it is written 
that “early in the morning Laban rose up, and . . . departed, 
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and returned unto his place; and Jacob went on his way, and 
the angels of God met him... and he called the name of 
that place Mahanaim,”* it may not unreasonably be imagined 
that here, on the brow of the mountam seriaeeeio the scene 
already described, was the place of the Patriarch’s mysterious 
encounter. In the ‘Handbook for Syria and Palestine,’ p. 622, it 
is remarked that “about three hours north of Sif is a ruin called 
Mahneh, which may perhaps occupy the site of the Mahanaim of 
Scripture.” From the incorrectness of the map accompanying 
that work, I could not, whilst on my journey, at all make out that 
1 was near this “ruin called Mahneh ;” but, on laying down m 
route since my return to England, it seems to me that Mahneh 
cannot be far distant from the locality which, when on the spot, I 
attributed conjecturally to Mahanaim. 

As we proceeded, all the mountains in the north of Palestine 
opened on us by degrees, whilst on the other hand the prospect 
eradually ¢ in towards the south. The whole nd now 
Fbaconnte covered with stones, and several rude heaps of them stood 
about. We shortly came to a cromlech, strikingly resembling 
Kits-Coity-House near Maidstone, ‘This remarkable memorial o 
the eldest family of the descendants of Noah is formed of rough 
unhewn stones. The top stone is about 8 feet long, 6 feet 
broad, and rather more than 1 foot thick, very irregular above, 
but flat below, its lower face being about 3 feet 6 inches from the 

round, ‘The three u ight stones are quite polished on the inside 
from rubbing, but whether by animals or by human beings I 
cannot say. It faces nearly north, and the back stone is placed so 
as to leave a recess behind it about one-third as deep as the front 
recess. It stands in the midst of a beer ofr ong stones, 

Soon after passing this cromlech, we ied the village of 
Mezar. We had not intended to stop here, but wepely change 
our guide. It happened, however, that Hammed (Mohammed 
Emin) Beg, mutsellim or governor of Jebel Ajlin, was in the 
lace, and on the point of leaving for the neighbouring village of 
Tibne. On hearing our dat to the sheikh for a guide, he 
immediately took upon himself most kindly to forward us on our 
journey, saying it was not safe for us to go alone. He accordingly 
gave us a couple of bashi-duzils to escort us to Kefrenji, where be 
said he would himself join us on the following evening. Our 
intention had been to sleep that night at Ain-Jenneh, but as the 
delay at Mezar would have made our arrival too late, we decided 
on remaining where we were. We did not, however, go into the 
village, but pitched our tents at a little distance outside. of 

Here we passed a delightful day, the weather bemg beautiful 
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(astonishingly eo for the time of year), and the prospect all around 
most lovely. On the one side we. commanded a fine view beyond 
the Jordan over the whole of Galilee, and on the other we had 
almost as extensive a prospect of the. plains of Hauran. ‘The 
snowy summit of Hermon was also visible, and beyond it, to the 
left, the southern portion of Lebanon above Sidon, likewise white 
with snow. We felt ourselves here to. be ilready within the 
Promised Land; and so likewise must the two tribes and a half 
beyond Jordan have felt themselves, for all these sights were as 
familiar to them as to their brethren within the Land of Canaan. 
It was not the river Jordan, but the ridge of Mount Gilead, which 
formed the natural boundary of the possessions of the children of 
Israel. Viewed in this light, the covenant between Laban and 
Jacob at Mizpeh, on the summit of Gilead, acquires a peculiar 
significance: “This heap be witness and this pillar be witness, 
that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt not 
pass over this heap and this pillar unto me for harm,” * 

On the following morning we started soon after eight o'clock, 
passing through a country covered with oaks of two species, one 
of which is evergreen. difference between the eastern and 
western sides of Mount Gilead is most remarkable, the latter bei 
as well wooded as the former is destitute of trees. The beaty'ot 
the country, together with its excellent pasturage, renders intelli- 

ible the desire of the two tribes of Reuben and Gad, with the 
tlf-tribe of Manasseh, to possess it for their numerous flocks and 

- herds ; whilst the mast of its oaks must have made it at all times 
a country peculiarly adapted for swine, A few miles only below 
us was “the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against 
Galilee,” where was the “herd of many swine feeding on the 
mountain,” which “ran violently down a steep place into the lake.” 

Beautiful as is this country, it is incessantly exposed to the 
inroads of various Beduin tribes. ‘The Beni-Sakkr and Aduan 
are those whose depredations are most frequent, and on our road 
we passed the graves of two sheikha of Kefrenji, who had recently 
been ¢lain in battle with the latter. 

About two hours and a half after our departure from Mezar, 
we came to where the road to Sifand Jerash branches off from that 
to Ain-Jenneb. We took the latter, proceeding along the ridge 
of the mountain, where we enjoyed a magnificent view of the moun- 
tains of Hauran, and beyon em the snowy summits of those of 
Safa. Behind us was the giant Hermon, visible everywhere, in like 
manner covered with snow; and then, after a brief interval, we 
caught a glimpse of Tabor with the mountains of Shechem and 
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Gilboa, and again west of the Plain of Esdraelon the distant range 
of Carmel. a 


We now began descending over undulating ground covered 
with fine grass, well wooded, and studded with small lakes. 
In all directions were flocks of goats, the shepherds keeping 
which were all armed with firelocks, At 1 p.t. we came to a 
large sprin bores out from onder the rocks, forming at once 
a tolerably large rivulet. A little lower down was another, la 
than the first, so that the two made together a sonatiechis 
stream. ‘This was Ain-Jenneb, at the head of Wady Ajliin, the 
village of that name being situate a little higher up. We now 
proceeded rapidly down the bank of the stream, till we came to 
the village of Ajlan, where we gained a fine -view of the neigh- 
bouring castle of Rabbid, fast falling into decay, like the once 

ful family of Barakat, its owners, now represented by the 
sheikhs of Kefrenji, At Ajlin we were met by Sheikh Diab ibn’ 
Freikh, the-eldest son (I believe) of Sheikh Durgan of Kefrenji, 
with an attendant, who from his colour and appearance might well 
be taken for a Nubian, though he was only an Arab of the Ghor. 
Diab had received orders from the mutsellim to meet us here, and 
to escort us to Kefrenji. On our road down we passed an aque- 
duct carried over the stream on a single arch. | 

At Kefrenji we pitched our tents and awaited the arrival of 
the governor, Sunset, however, having passed without our ip 
or hearing anything of him, it became necessary to think of 
making arrangements for the morrow. We had a letter to 
Sheikh Diab from the British Consul at Damascus, but, being 
already under the protection of the mutsellim, we did not deem 
it expedient to show it The sheikh, to our disappointment, 
threw every obstacle in our way. The Jordan, be said, wag so 
swollen by the rains as to be quite impassable; it was 5 or 6 
fathoms deep ; there was no ford or bridge thereabouts ; the Beni 
Aduan, with whom he was at enmity, were on the Zerka; and in 
fact there was nothing for us to do but to go up to Jisr Mejimie, 
near the Lake of Tiberias, and cross the river there. We did not 
at all like the idea of thus turning away from our projected route, 
but there appeared to be no remedy. All at once the scene 
changed. A messenger arrived from Tibne with letters from the 

ror to myself, to Sheikh Durgan, and to Sheikh Sad of the 
Mashalkn Arabs, His letter to me expressed his regret at not 
being able to come to Kefrenji as he had intended. ‘To the two 
sheikhs he gave peremptory orders to see to our immediate and 
safe passage across the Jordan. On this all objecti nS ORME and 
Durgan expressed his readiness to escort us down into the Ghor 


early next morning, During the night a hy on was 
sed in front of our tent; where, they aat round a large fire, 
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talking, singing, playing on a one-strincec fiddle, and makin 
auch aati ug effectual y to prevent our sleeping. Being intend 
as a guard of honour, we were hardly warranted in compl ining. 

Next morning (January 7th) we started at half-past eight, escorted 
by the two soldiers of the mutsellim, Sheikh Diab, and the sheikh 
who had brought the letters from ‘Tibne, and who went down to 
the Ghor to deliver to Sheikh Sa'd the mutsellim’s letter addressed 
tohim. The descent was at first very steep, but afterwards be- 
came more gradual, till, having renee Rajib, said to lie about an 
hour and a half distant on our eft, we came to the brow of the 
mountain, where we had an extensive view over tho plain of the 
Jordan as far as the Dead Sea, which we could well distinguis 
by the mist overhanging its waters. We then began a s 
descent within the basin of Wady Rajib; which stream, notwith- 
standing the assertion of Ritter, whose authority appears to have 
misled all eeoeraphers and chartographers, I find to be altogether 
different from Wady Ajlin, it being neither identical with nor a 
tributary of it, but having its own separate course into the Jordan, 

Descending still the valley of a tributary of Wady Rajib, we 
came in about an hour to Wady Rajib itself, down the bank of 
which we went for a short distance, when we entered upon the 
Ghor or Plain of the Jordan. Continuing over the plain south- 
ward for about a quarter of an hour, we came ton Inosque covering 
the tomb of Abu Obeida, a gaint much venerated in these parts, 
supposed to be the Moslem commander of that name under the 
second Khalif Omar, who was killed in battle against the Persians 
in the 14th year of the Hejira (a.p. 635). It is mentioned by [bn 
Batuta, Burckhardt, and Molyneux, as also by Buckingham, under 
the name of * Abu el Beady.” Passing by this mosque, we con- 
tinued westward over the plain for about an hour, till we came to 
a steep descent, which brought us into the lower plain of the Ghor, 
being that through which the Jordan has its course ; and in about 
a quarter of an hour more we reached the encampment of the 
Mashalka Arabs, situate at a short distance from the bank of the 
river, Commander Lynch, of the United States Navy, in his 
official * Report of the Dead Sea Expedition,’ when he had de- 
seended the Jordan to about where we now were, says :—“ We had 
now reached a part of the river not visited by Franks, at least since 
the time of the Crusades, except by three English sailors, who were 
robbed and fled from it a short distance below.” This alludes to 
Lieut. Molyneux’s party, who were attacked close by here, as related 
in the 18th volume of the ‘Journal of the Royal Geographical 
Society,” and respecting whom Lynch, in his diary of the next day, 
has the following ae ‘—* About an hour after starting, we came 
to the place where the lamented M olyneux's boat was attacked while 
he was journeying down by land.” 
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There is no doubt we were in a villanous neighbourhood, Burck- 
hardt, when passing across the country a little higher up, remarks 
that “a stranger, who should venture to travel here unaccompanied 
by a guide of the country, would most certainly be i sar 
Buckingham speaks of Wady Ajlin, by him called Wady Fakiris, 
down which we had just come, as being “so notoriously infested by 
robbers, that persons scarcely ever pass through it, even in large 
parties, without being attacked, and it was thought madness for 
single travellers like ourselves to attempt it.” It was not only close 
by bere that Molyneux's men were attacked, but it was by the very 

Tashalkas—by him called Messallieks—among whom we now were. 
Capt. Lynch farther reports that he and his companions were m 
expectation of a skirmish with “some strange Arabs, supposed to 
be a marauding party,” who “ were believed to belong to the tribe 
Mikhail Meshakah, whose territory was thereabouts ;" that is to 
say, these very Mashalkas again. Sheikh Sa‘d, whom I suspect to 
be the worthy individual with whom poor Molyneux could not come 
to terms because “ his charge was see ha: told our dragoman, 
in the course of conversation, that, had he not received such a 
peremptory order from the mutsellim to convey us across the 
Jordan, he would not let us pass for less than 5000 piastres— 
nearly 50/, sterling. 

Considering the bad repute of this portion of the Ghor, which 
will not allow of loitering by the way, it is not surprising that even 
in the most modern maps it should be represented very incorrectly. 
Still the materials for its rectification are not altogether wanting, 
omy aes ole been misunderstood and misapphed. Not having, 


ome, given an ecial attention to this particular 
eisetian ol oc intes ad podactenetig fe fact, taken for granted 
that Kiepert's map in Murray's ‘Hand i ae k* was sufficiently correct 
for all practical purposes—I was not a little annoyed on my arrival® | 
in this neighbourhood to find myself quite at sea. Dr. Kiepert 
himself, however, is hardly to blame: he has only followed his 
“ authorities,” and in particular the erudite Carl Ritter, who in his 
‘Erdkunde (Paliistina und Syrien)' has seemingly exhansted the 
subject by his laborious and in many respects admirable analysis of 
the various sources of information. Unfortunately, his subsequent 
combination and adjustment of the materials supplied by his various 
authorities are most defective, and have induced the errurs which 
«have misled subsequent geographers. | 
The sohowihg: ee a few se eri which I would forme to 
suggest est, subject to verification by competent observers on the spot :— 
Wady Ajliin (crossed valled Wady 





. _ is in its lower course called Yad) 
Fakaris (Buckingham), Fedjarith (De Bertou) or Fajaria (Lynch) : 


its junction with the Jordan is in about 32° 13° x. lat. Wady 
Rajib (likewise croased by me), of which I take the upper course to 
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be Wady Arabiin (crossed by Dr. Wetzstein), is, as I have already 
stated, an independent tributary of the Jordan, which it enters in 
ahout 32° 10's. This is also the latitude of the mosque of Abu 
Obeida, situate on the south side of Wady Rajib, Wady Zerka, 
the Jabbok of Scripture, enters the Jordan in abink 32° O38’ . lat, 

The ford of Wady Zerka was said to be about an hour and a 
half or two hours to the south of the place where we crossed the 
Jordan: it is on the upper plain, namely, that on which is the 
mosque of Abu Obeida. This is the “ Ford Jabbok,” where, before 
crossing over to meet his brother Esau, “ Jacob was left alone, and 
there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day . . . 
and Jacob called the name of the place Peniel.”* After his 
meeting with his brother, Jacob, professing to accompany him, — 
journeyed to Succoth, “leading on softly,” and there stopped to 
“build him an house and make booths for’ bis cattle,” whilst “ Esau 
returned that day on his way unto Seir;"f and Suceoth | consider, 
therefore, to have been situate at a short distance to the south 
of the Jabbok, on the east side of Jordan, and not on the oppo- 
site and farther to the north, where it has been placed by other 
travellers, | 

Where we ourselves crossed the Jordan, a little to the south 
of the junction of Wady Rajib, I made the altitude of the stream, 
hy the boiling of water, to be 1174 feet below the level of the 
ocean; Commander Lynch, at nearly the same place, made it 
1049-44 feet. According to Drs. Wetzstein and Doergens, the 
depression of the bed of the river about 12° in latitude Jower 
down its course is 1100 Paris, or 1172 English feet. 

On arriving at the encampment of the Mashalka Arabs, we were 
at once taken into the open space round which the tents of the tribe 
were pitched, and told that we must remain there for the night. 
wAs it was yet early, we were desirous of crossing the Jordan at 
once, and went to the bank of the river to see whether it might not 
be done. The rains having ceased during the last few days. we 
found the water to have fallen materially, and far from being so 
high as had been represented : at the same time it was manifestly 
impracticable to ford the river, oreven to attempt to cross it without 
proper means, These Sheikh Sa’d promised to provide for us next 
morning ; but nothing would induce him to move that day, so we 
returned to the camp. Here he made us pitch our tents in the 
open space immediately in front of -his own, alleging that it would» 
not be safe for us to remain outside, or even far away from him, 
Our place of encampment was indeed a most wretched one, The 
tribe having been stationed here for some time, the whole ground 
was saturated with the filth of the cattle, of which this was the 
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hight-layer, which in this heated atmosphere was most offensive 
At sundown the mountain-sides became covered with animals 
of all descriptions returning home for the night. All were brought 
within the circle of the tents, and in ave short time the 
entire space around us was crowded with Slag goats, kids, 
cows, asses, horses, camels, fowls, and dogs, to say nothing of 
insects of many kinds. The amell and the heat from the a 
were intolerable, and the noise made by them and by the frog 

the swampy ground around ua kept us awake the whole meh 
Tt was not ult nine o'clock next morning that we left the camp, 
going a little way up the bank of the river to the ford. The water 
iad fallen even since we were there the afternoon before, as was 
: pail by sticks placed by the Arabs in the mud along the 
sealey 9 ctlge. Could we only have ensured a week's fine weather, 

ve 


forded the stream on our horses. In its actual state’ 


the cunrent was very rapid, and the p ad one. On 

the bank of. the the river, Sheikh Sad set tae ween work to 

cut down brushwood for a raft; whilst the women of the tribe 
inflated water-skins, which were placed in the interstices of the 
branches forming the raft, and the whole tied together. This rude 
contrivance was at length launched, and by means of it, guided by 
a band of naked men and boys, our baggage, our people, and at 
length ourselves, were Hat across the river: not without every- 
body and everything getting thoroughly wet, and indeed not without 
danger to our lives: for, on our own passage ( being the last), the raft 
waa 30 heavily laden that it nearly capsized when in the most rapid 
pusce the current; and it would have done so, no doubt, if my wife 
not righted it by throwing herself off into the water, whence 

she was rescued by our schdaaia. akc, (to do them justice) were, 
apnea lay in their power, most attentive and anxious to take care 


I have already mentioned that the attendant of Sheikh Diab ibn 
Friekh, who met us at Ajliin, was so black that we at first took him 
for an African. We noticed the same peculiarity amon many - 
the Arabs about us here; and I observe that Lieut. Melyne 
describing the Beduims by whom his sailors were a 
that “two-thirds of these men were blacks, belonging to the i 
of the Meseallieks.” It is tosinaiia - peortitie whether 
negro appearance is iar to this tn SS ee 
the other inhabitants Lg deep-sunk valley of the Jordan. Should 
it be general, it would apparently have to be attributed to causes 
similar to those which have operated in producing the negroes of 
Africa, a3 also the Papuans or Asiatic ne in accordance with 
the principles enunciated in ‘ Origines Biblicw.’ 

On our arrival on the western side of the Jordan, everything 
belonging to us was found to be:n0 thorough men, ee + wee 
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impossible to think of moving till they were in some measure dried 
by exposure to the sun and air. In fact, we could not load tho 
mules on account of their pack-saddles being saturated with 
moisture; we therefore pitched our tents and remained where we 
were till the following morning. Sheikh Sa’d, who had accompanied 
us across the river, was induced by us to remain here all night with 
@ party of his tribe, for the purpose of guarding us mainst any 
hostile attack. He gave us, Stein to understand that he would 
not undertake to protect us on this side of the Jordan after we had 
left him, and that the utmost he could do would be to furnish us 
with a guide to show us the road to Nablis. 

I have mentioned that while we remained encamped on the 


eastern side of the Jordan, the waters of the river continued to * 


fall sensibly : we had hardly crossed when it threatened rain, which 
was not long in making its approach. During the night the rain 
Was incessant, and on rising in the morning we found the river so 
swollen that it would now have been impracticable to make the 
passage, which the brief interval of fine weather had fortunately 
enabled us to do only the day before; and not merely so, but for 
several days afterwards the tain continued almost without inter- 
mission. 

Tt was half-past nine before we were able to leave the bank of 






the river, taking with us a guide whom Sheikh Sa'd had found for 
us. We had not procee far when we were joined by a second 


man, who volunteered to accompany us in the place of the other, 
Our road lay for a few minutes across the lower plain and then 
ascended to the upper one, along which we continued, gradually 
approaching the high country on our righthand, When we left our 
encampment we had wished to go straight up a path running almost 
due west, but were told that we must proceed for some distance 
southward along the Ghor. Having, however, our misgivings, we 
were urgent on our guides to turn up the mountains; and a good 
deal of discussion took place between them and our dragoman, 
which had the effect of causing delay. There is no doubt in our 
minds that all this was bseasrivas and that Sheikh Sa'd and his 
Mashalkas had more to do with what now ensued than they would 
be willing to own, 

In little more than an hour after we had Seton, and just as we 
were turning a point of the rocks, we looked bacl for our guides, 
who had ened! behind, when to our dismay we perceived eS party 
of mounted and armed Arabs advancing on us at a furious rate, 
So close were they before we were aware of their approach, that 
we had barely time to draw out our revolvers when they were upon 
us, brandishing their spears and threatening to kill us, As we 3 
carefully concealed our revolvers, of which we had two pair, and 
also.a pair of pocket-pistols, it had not. be known in the camp 
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that we carried any firearms except a double-barrelled fowling- 
piece. The Beduina were, therefore, not a little surprised to find 
= gh tan to the werent yecde all 26 bullets at their service,— 

nd they consequently in all their movemeuts kept at a respectful 
distance from both me wife and myself. . 

The moment the sais was given, our dragoman called out to 
his people to make for the mountain, which they did in the most 
complete disorder, every one caring for himself only, in spite of all 
our endeavours to keep them tog ther under the protection of our 
cotivtige se hig. who led. the cavalcade mounted on a horse 
which carried his and pans, galloped off and was soon quite 
separated from rods whieh eh ee the first victim, Twa of 
our assailants were on him in a moment, and before my wife, who 


was the best mounted of our party, could get to his assistanee, he 


was stripped. The muletecrs had started their mules westward up 
the mountain, and then ran away to hide themselves among the 
rocks. The mule carrying the few provisions which we had saved 
out of the Jordan and our bedding, slipped its load, and this was in 
like manner pounced on by the Bed i in, Arne 
with my wife's fowling-piece, which she had given to him as soon 
as we saw the Beduins, galloped forward to protect the luggage 
when one of the Beduins threw his spear at him, which passed 
through his waistcoat and coat and cut his hand, entering the but- 
end of the fowling-piece and dragging him to the ground. Ren- 
dered desperate by this, he rushed to me for one of my revolvers, 
with which he shot his assailant’s horse: my wife, galloping up to 
his assistance, also fired upon them. Seeing themselves so warmly 
received, the Beduins now proposed AAdweA, or “ brotherhood, 
which our dragoman at once agreed to; though rather against our 
inclination, as we should have preferred driving them off alto- 
gether, However, it was better that the conflict should be brought 
to a close, as first one and then a second of the Arabs had gone up 
4 prominence of the rocks, as if looking out for the approach of a 
remforcement, if not for the purpose of making signals for one. 
The whole affair did not last half an hour. | 

As soon as the ue ane oe aor bakhshish, whieh 
our dragoman gave them,—for we would not, though of course we 
had to make rae to him when we got to our ae ‘send,—the 
fellows rode off, and we continued our course westward straight up 










the steep side of the mountain, forming the bluff between the Ghor 


and Wady Far'a, known by the name of El-Makhrad. At noon, 
a short time before reaching the summit, we caught ig: pse— 
a 






Pisgah sight—of the waters of Wady Zerka, the Ja 

ture, which we had not been permitted to reach, much as we longed 

to do so, On attaining the eummit of the Maklrad, we gained : 

fine view of the fertile plain of Wady Far'a; but — was one 
Ht 


uns. Our dragoman, armed 


i i — we © 
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feature of the landscape which we could not admire, namely, a pon 
party of Arab horsemen at some distance below us on the left, who 
we leared were on the look-out for us. Keeping as much as prac- 
ticable along the side of the mountains, and moving as sey but 
as quickly as possible, we continued up the valley of the Far'a on 
& general course of about north-west, till we had to descend to 
cross the stream; after which we continued up the other side, and 
then proceeded westward, till at 4-45 p.a. we arrived at the village 
of Beit Dejan, occupying the site of an ancient town, the remains 
of which are deserving of being thoroughly explored. 

On the following morning sua 10th) we left Beit Deja 
crossing the fertile plain of Salim (Shalem) to Nablis—the Sheehem 
He Seri oe city we reached soon after arr Arrived at 
this well-known place, it is unnecessary to say anything respecting 
our further bietiellings, except that from Nablis ve went to 
Jerusalem, and thence to Jaffa on our way home, | 

_ As the object of our journey from Harran had been to follow, as 
closely as possible, in the footsteps of the Patriarch Jacob, it is 
proper, ed the Joma to remark that, after he had left isin 
and crossed the Jordan (as explained in a preceding page), he 
would have entered Wady Far'a at its junction with the Chor, 
passing between the Makhraid and Karn Sirtebeh : and that, con- 
tinuing up the valley, he would at length have fallen into the road 
taken by us, by which he “came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, 
which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan-Aram, 
and pitched his tent before the city.” 


Bekeshourne, May Tth, 1862. 











IX.—The Hermon, and the Physical Features of Syria and 
Northern Palestine, By Joux Worvanet, Mp. 


Tw all the geographical researches made in Syria and Palestine 
there has not been given, as yet—with the exception, perhaps, of 
an article by the Rev. J. L. Porter (¢ Bibliotheca sacra, Jan,, 
1854 "}—a full account of the Hermon, and of the truly grand 
and panoramic scenery which may be seen from its highest peak. 
And yet it is from the top of this mountain alone that we have 
the best observatory, from whence the general and well-defined 
outlines of a large part of Syria and Northern Palestine may be 
taken in one long and comprehensive sweep of the eye, y, 
The highest peak of the Hermon may be reached from three 
different places. The first is Kal’at Jen al, a village lying to the 


‘ * See ‘Royal Geographical Journal," vol, xxvi. p. 43,—En, 
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east of the mountain, and perched on one of the hills which form 
the basement of the high-towering Hermon. This starting-point 
has the advantage of being situated on one of the high ak 7 from 
Damascus to Hasheiya. The traveller from Damaseus, therefore, 


as he crosses the ridge of the Hermon at a point about an hour 


amid a-half south from the highest peak, instead of making the 


descent on the west, takea a path to the north. The second is 
Rasheiya. The road is very steep, and makes the ascent of 
several thousand feet in about three hours. The ¢hird is Hasheiya, 
and the journey up takes about six hours and a-half. ‘This, by 
far, is the easiest and most convenient to the traveller coming 
from the south; and his best plan would be to go by Shwaiah anil 
Ayun Jin‘im—the Shib’a route being very craggy, unsafe, and 


extremely fatiguing. 
The tietknse | Hasheiya and Ayun Jin’im is about 
three hours and a-half. The traveller, after leaving Shwaiah, a 


village on the eastern poe of the mountain-range which forms an 
I ; 


amphitheatre around Hasheiya, ascends the mountain to the 


east, and, after traversing it in a north-easterly direction, descends 


into a wady which runs to Shib'a on the south and Rasheiya on 
the north—the road connecting these two places lying in the wady, 
The fountains, which have given their name to the place (“Ayun), 
consist of a few ditches filled with dirty water, which exudes 
slowly in two petty puddles. The ditches serve to collect the 
water, and were apparently made by the goatherds for watering 
a goats, which browse for a large part of the year on the sides 


the Hermon. The elevation of Ayun Jin‘im from the sea: 


cannot be much less than 5000 or 6000 feet. 

The road from the fountains up the mountain takes an easterly 
direction, and lies in a kind of gorge, which, however, gets obli- 
terated as we approach the ridge or back of the Hermon. The 
sides of this gorge are covere 





sold in the markets of Damascus, This shrub rises from one to 


two feet high, with a thick stem and numerous closely-crowded 
and spreading branches, which give it the appearance of a small — 


mmbrageous tree. ‘The gum exudes in the summer, and is aro- 
matic.* Tt was once extensively used in medicine, and, though 


now still found among the articles of the * Materia Medic: , ery. 


little use is made of it, By the natives of the conntry it is chiel 


used in the arts, ‘This gum tragacanth is supposed to be ‘the 


ni23 (Necdth) of the Scriptures, translated in the English Version 
spice, and mentioned in Genesis xxvii. 25, and xiii 21, as a 
kind of spice imported to Egypt from Syria. ‘The chief ‘argu- 
* The gum tragacanth of Asia Minor is very tasteless and insipid —W. J. H. 


, d with the shrub tragacanth, from 
which large quantities of gum are collected by the peasantry, and 
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ment that this eum is the Necith of § | | 
identity of the Hebrew word with the Arabic name si%3 (Nekat), 
OF x83 (Nek'at). 

As the traveller approaches the back of the ridge the tragacanth 
disappears entirely—almost suddenly—and a strange-looking bush 
takes its place, It has the very remarkable appearance of a little 
mound, varying from an inch in diameter to three or four feet. It 
never grows mater than two feet, and is covered in summer with 
very pretty florets, each of which is attached to a : 
pointed thorn, About half-way up there is what is called a 
Fountain (Ain Sabrun), but which hardly deserves the name, 
being a very slow and scanty exudation of water into a very small 
puddle. "The ascent from Ayun Jin'im to the back of the ridge 
takes about one hour and a-half, and is quite steep throughout, 
though one is not obliged at any time to dismount in going up. 
In descending, it is optional with the rider, The elevation from 
the fountains of Jin'im is probably between 2000 and 3000 feet. 

Up to this point the road lies in a well-beaten track, which is 
followed the neighbouring villagers to and from Damascus ; 
tarayans of mules rarely take this route, owing to its steep anid 
the highest peak in ‘a northerly direction, taking the easiest 
passes among the summits which lie between him and the top, 

generally ascending as he approaches it. ‘The Hermon is 
wholly covered with snow during the winter and the carlier part 
of the spring; in the latter part of the spring it gradually dis 
solves, leaving the long fissures and chasms of the mountain glitter- 
ing with the white element. Whether these long white streaks, 
like the i Bares of age, have gained for it the name of Djebel 
el Sheikh (the Old Man's Mountain), or its hoary appearance in 
winter, or the princely attitude which it holds in the estimation 
the people among the mountains of Syria, is altogether uncertain 
As summer voted des and autumn advances, only a few large hanks 
of snow remain in shaded positions ; the surface thus brought to 
view has the appearance of utter barrenness, with only a few 
thorny shrubs to be seen on it. Hardly a bird or any other 
animal seeks its food amid the sterile elevation, Nor is cultivation 








= 








from that point on the ridge where the traveller, leaving the 
from the fountains of Jin’im just three hours. 
tained: while some have put it as low as 8500 feet, others raise 
it to over 12,000. And so in reference to the comparative height 





ipture is the observable’ 


north; thus making the distance 
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of Mount Lebanon and Mount Hermon, It was generally sup- 
posed at one time that the latter was higher than Sunnin, which 
was also supposed to be the highest point on the Lebanon; but of 
late this summit was found to be at least 500 feet lower than that 
which towers above the Cedars (Mekmel), and which was found to 
be about 9175 feet high. Brande, in his * Dictionary of Science, 
Literature, and Art’ (** Mountains”), gives the height of Lebanon 
as 9520 feet. Dr. Kitto, computing from the data that the point 
of perpetual congelation in Syria is 11,000 feet, makes both the 
Sunnin and the Hermon a little above this number, though he 
inclines to the opinion that the latter is the loftier of the two. 
This view is. corroborated by the testimony of many travellers, 
who assert that from the outskirts of Syria and from the sea the 
le (ncaa a oma last ; a wena ae 
he natives of the country believe, apparently on the strength | 
this fact, that the Hermon is the fighest, According to the 
mecisurements of SOLE of the American INLSS1ONArLeS with the 
aneroid, Hermon is made out to be 9500 feet; Mekmel, the 
highest summit of the Lebanon, some 300 feet lower; Fum el 
Mizab about 9000, and Sunnin about 700 or 800 feet lower than 
the Hermon, ‘These numbers are probably not far from the 
truth, and in the present state of the question they are the most 
reliable of any we have. The late lamented Dr. J. RK. Koth, who 
arrived in the summer of 1855 to take the altitude of the Hermon 
with the most perfect instrument of its kind, died at its foot 
without having accomplished his ee | 

On reaching the summit are the remains of an old building 
around a rocky 








rout cky eminence at the highest point or apex of the 
erat cet ntark atten tomaien creopa'n es r 


and well-cut, but unlevelled, blocks of stone strewn about; but in 
fucti'a/ way 23 to lend: Coa that a wall once encircled 
the rocky projection. Most of the stones lie at the base of the 
peak, several thousand feet below to the east, the mountain being 
very steep and smooth on that side. We are not aware that any 
columns or capitals exist among the débris, certainly not on tho 
summit itself, The only other work of art there is a subterraneous 
eavern cut in the rock, about 100 feet to the north. Judging 
from the site and the character of the stones, the building on the 
peak was probably a temple; and the cavern, which forms a large 
and convenient room to live im, was appar ate eet 
sia:alinihed chi divs cold. prorcing ‘mina ‘hich make the habita- 
tion of the mountain even in midsummer ie? comfortable. 
May this have been the Baal Hermon of the 5 iptures? Tho 
generally in some wild region of Nature, and on some vag 
ebsbed peak or cliff of a mountain; and hence “to cat upon the 





en ae ee eee 


104 Worraser on the Hermon, and the Physical Features 


mountains” (Ezekiel xviii. 6) was an expression equivalent to a 
participation in idolatrous vida Now, the Hermon has a large 
number of temples built on the hill: and in the country which lies at 
its base. The following are a few of them:—the temple of Pan, 
in Banias; the temple in Hibbaryeh, where in the inscription the 
name of the god is, however, illegible ; and the beautiful temple of 
Ain Hersha, with a bust and full figures of Diana, and the follow- 
ing inseription :— 
AANNCBN BEOALJPOC. EAPAA IEPEYC 


If Baal Hermon, therefore, was a temple, no better site for emi- 
nence and extent of scenery could be selected than our summit, 
Gesenius, however, controverts this meaning of Baal Hermon, and 
believes it to represent a town near Mount Hermon; and certainly 
the way in which this place is mentioned in 1 Chronicles v, 23, 
as being geographically distinct from the mountain, is in favour of 
the view which he takes. We must reluctantly give up, therefore, 
the fine idea that the temple which once crowned the highest peak 
of the Hermon is not the Baal Hermon of Seripture, but some 
temple of perhaps a later date, dedicated to some Syrian god 
unknown to ws. | 
The panoramic scenery which unfolds itself to the view of the 
traveller from this elevated observatory is truly magnificent; and he 
feels himself fully repaid for all the trouble and toil of the journey 
as he surveys the whole country lying at his feet, and all its physical 
outlines boldly and clearly defined. The blue Mediterranean lies 
_to the west as far as the eye can reach: in one part its shores 
Invisible, from the intervening mountains ; and in another its white 
foam, as it breaks itself against the mainland, looks as if the coast 
of Syria were limned with the artist's pencil. The majestic Lebanon 
is stretched before the observer, and allows him to note its rise and 
progress and fall—its ridges and peaks and breake—its eastern 
base, its rise in the north, and its losing itself among the hills of 
the south. The irregular anti-Lebanon meeting the Lebanon on 
the north, and with it enclosing the fine plans of Col syria 
stretches itself to the plains of Damasens: the | lermon, standing 
over against the southern part of Lebanon, is divided from it by 
Wady el Taym; the hilly and undulating country of the Meta- 
wileh, extending on the west as far as the sea, terminates on the 
east with a high and re 6 ridge, which forms the western wall of 
the basin of the Haleh ; the easter » Over against it, beginning the 
fine tableland of the Gaulanitis. Djebel Safet and’Djobel “Atlin 
the Lake of Tiberias, Mount Tabor, the country of Nexarcihedie 
plains of E<draelon, Mount Carmel, the mountains of Nablous, are 
more or less distinctly seen to the south. To the east, the Hauran 
ridge, Damascus and its plains, the wide valley which separates 
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the Hauran from the Hermon, the Gaulanitis, and Ajlin, the hilly 
Iturea (Jaidur), the plains of Bozrah—all these combine to give 
the observer a definite and clear geographical knowledge of the 
mountains and valleys and plains of Syria and Northern Palestine, 
for which he can find no adequate representation on the maps and 
in the books of the most accurate travellers, The latter part of 
the spring and earlier part of the summer are the proper times for 
making the visit to the best advantage, After the flow of the 
Nile hs atmosphere gets hazy, mists settle on the mountains 
and plains, the vision ts obscured, and large portions are some- 
times completely veiled from view. The cold also im the other 
seasons of the year is intense. In my last ascent, although it was 
a very hot siroceo below, the wind on the top was so piercing that 
we danced with the cold. 

Let us now take a more analytical view of the well-defined out- 
lines of the mountains and country as they are seen from the top 
of the Hermon. | 

The Hermon itself, as viewed from its highest summit, extends 
nn.w. by s.s.c. Its true northern boundary, we apprehend, is a 
large wide chasm to the east of Rasheiya, which divides it from 
the Anti-Lebanon range; to the south, it runs as far as Banias 
and the Jawlan; while on the north it has the form of one large 
mountain: on the south it gets broken up, and at one place, where 
it runs to the Jawlan, it has the distinct name of Djebel el Heish. 
On both its eastern and western sides there are ndges and groups 
of hills which run along with it, and whose slopes and valleys are 
cultivated and populated. ‘The eastern is called Aklim el Bellan, 
Sr oak tas horse berioy hneppenrence of gvoca sala 

#banon and t mon having appearance of a great Vs 
The whole length of the Fisaen vee be more than 20. sabe 

The Anti-Lebanon sends a branch of mountains to the north- 
west. This is met by an extension of the Lebanon, which runs 
there a little to the east; and thus a kind Fgh ig apparently 
formed between the two mountains. A wide pass, however, con- 
tinues to separate them, at the same time connecting the plains of 
Jolo-Syria on the south, with the plains of Hamah on the north, 
Indeed, it forma a natural gateway to the latter, and, in our 
opinion, defines itself to be clearly the “ entering in of Hamath” 
of Scriptare. The other branch of the Anti-Lebanon extends as 
far to the south-east as the chasm which separates it from the 
Hermon, thus skirting the plains of Damascus and forming their 
western boundary, | | | 

Looking to the west from our standpoint, the Lebanon lies 
stretched for a long distance north and south; but it is observed 
to be much higher in its northern than in its southern portions, It 
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is also somewhat longer than both the Anti-Lebanon and the 
Hermon together, In its more northern extremity it has three 
distinct elevations, divided from each other, and which 20int more 
or leas east and west. The first, Djebel Mckmel, is found from 
harometrical measurement to be the highest, and forms a kind of 
amphitheatre facing the west, and hanging over the Cedars; the 
second is the famous Sunnin, for a long time considered the 
highest peak on the Lebanon; and the third is Kunayseh. The 
mountain then extends to the south in a smooth, uniform ridge as 
far asa point to the south-west of Deir el Kamar—the principal 
town of the Lebanon—where it abruptly breaks to a slightly 
diminished elevation. The depressed ridge continues its even 
course for some distance, and then bifurcates into two branches: 
the eastern bearing Yawmat Niha—two conical peaks often 
noticed by travellers—gets broken up near Jisr Burjos on the 
Leontes, to the west of Sak el Khan, The western branch. is 
called Djebel el Rihan, descends into a lower group of mountains, 
assumes the shape of a tongue, and loses itself in the hilly country 
of Belad Shukeif. The Shukeif itself is properly a low continu- 
ation of the Lebanon, with the Leontes, as it” turns westward, 
forming its southern boundary; but, as it is inhabited by a 
different people, this physical division is not regarded, and the 
Lebanon ts made to terminate at the southern limits of Djebel ¢] 
Rihan, between which, however, and the Shukeif there are well- 
marked valleys, and in one place a small stream, El Zahrany, 

Belad el Shukeif is a high table land studded with gentl 

undulating hills, and is hoondal on the north by the valle a 
the stream Zahrany, which divide it from the Lebanon; on the 
cast and south by the Leontes, which runs close at its base ; and 
on the west by the Mediterranean. The western portion of this 
district is called Aklim el Shumar. The most conspicuous object 
seen at a distance is its castle—Kalaat el Shukeif—known in the 
time of the Crusaders by the name of Belfort, the largest, and 
probably the most ancient in Syria... The whole district is noted 
or the heavy dews which fall on it; and this circumstance is 
turned to account by the inhabitants in the cultivation of tobacco, 
an article which they raise in large quantities, and which forms a 
principal source of their livelihood. 

Belad Beshara is a more hilly and wild fatten, and is divided 
from Belad el Shukeif by the Leontes, which runs between. them 
east and west. It is divided into three districts—Djebel Hunin, 
Djebel Tibnin, and Sahil Maarakeh—all lying parallel to each 
other, east and west. Djebel Hunin forms the 
the basin of the Huleh, and runs to the south as far as the moun 
tains of Safet, from which it is divided by a valley called Oba. 
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From Djebel el Rihan to Safet the country is inhabited by the 
Metawilch—the Sheite Mohammedans of Syria—and, in the times 
of the Jewish Commonwealth, was — d by the tribes of 
Naphtali and Asher. It is remarkable for its scanty provision of 
water, Belad el Shukeif, Djebel Hanin, Djebel Tibnin,and Sahil 
Cona—the latter to the south of and included in Belad Beshara 
—have each a separate Governor nominated by the Pasha of 


Ve shall now return to follow to some distance the great valley 
which separates the Lebanon on the one side and the Anti- 


Lebanon and Hermon on the other, and which increases in” 


depression a3 it runs to the south, until this depression reaches 
its ultimatum in the Dead Sea. But a small portion of Coolo- 
Syri 






is visible from our standpoint; owing to a part of the 
Hermon and a part of the Abtisebandn range covering it from 
view. On the north, however, it is seen beginning at the pass 
which divides the Lebanon and the Anti-Lebanon as they ap- 
proximate to each other, a little north of Baalbec. ‘These two 
mountains form its eastern and western borders; and it ends on 
the south, at a line with the southern termination of the Anti- 
Lebanon. 

The Leontes, taking its rise in and near Baalbec, meanders 
through the plains of El] Bukaa, till it reaches Jib Jennin, the 
south-western point of Colo-Syria, when it skirts the Lebanon and 
runs close at its eastern base, as far as Belad Shukeif. There, 
after keeping its southern course for some distance, 1t makes a 
sudden and sharp angular turn, and runs westward to the sea, a 
few miles north of Tyre; thus forming the eastern and southern 
boundaries of Belad el Shukeif. From Jib Jennin a high spur 
hills rises, which, with the exception of one break at Mer) 
Shemeiseh, extends as far south as Burjos, parallel to and 
by the Lebanon, with only the Leontes flowing between them. 

pposite to this spur—that is to say to the east—another range of 
hills rises near Rasheiya, and, running to the base of the Hermon, 
terminates at Sik el Khan, a little south of Hasheiya. Between 
these two ranges of hills the valley is still of some width—from 
three to six miles—and its extreme northern and southern pomts, 
Rasheiya and Sak el Khan, make the length about 18 miles, 
This is the famous Wady el Taym. It is divided imto the 
Upper, of which Rasheiya is the principal village; and the b 
of which Hasheiya is the chief town; the populati 
about 30,000 souls, 3 

Merj Ayun is another basin or “hollow” formed by two lines 
of hills which converge on the north and south, and are divided 
on the west from the Shukeif by the Leontes, and on the west by 
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the river Hashany. It is a very fertile plain, and bears on the 
hills which enclose it some 8 or 10 Villages. It is about 4 miles 
in length, and from 1 to 2 in breadth. | | 1 

The Huleh is another basin, about 20 miles lo g, and half as 
broad ; crested on the west by Djebel Hunin, and on the east by 
the high tableland of the Jawlan. Here, and about the middle . 
of the plain, the rivers Dawe F Banissy, and Leddan unite their 
Waters and run into the lake Huleh. “These are the two sources 
of the Jordan—the most remote of them bein the Hashany— 
hough many tributaries increase the volume of water as it flows 
through the Lake of Tiberias and Ghir to the Dead Sea. 

The Jawlan isa high tableland which rises on the west above 
the basin of the Huleh, thus forming its eastern border, It begins 
on the north at the high and southern termination of the Hermon, 
which is known there by the name of Djebel el Heish, and extends 
as far south as Ard Fik, from which it is divided by Wady el 
Samak. Ard Fik is a group of mountains which runs along the 
eastern shore of Tiberias, and which bears on two of ‘its peep the 

illage of Fik—the Scripture Aphek (1 Kings xx. 26)—and 
Kulaat el Husn, the Gamala of Josephus. It is divided from 
Djebel *Ajlin (Mount Gilead) by Wady Shellali. The line of 
divisi — the maps generally is the river Yarmiik, 

The Hauran ridge is clearly observable from the top of the 
Hermon. It begins on the north, at a point south or south-east 
from Damascus, with the redoubtable Ledja. This is a rocky 
mass of mountains which lies to the cast from our pont of obser. 
vation, and from all accounts seems to be a strong natural fortress, 
Supposed by the Druzes of the Hauran to be impregnable. The 
Hauran chain stretches in an even line to the sdiath, and terminates 
4 little to the south of the castle called Salkhad—the ancient 
Salcha, The celebrated Bozra is in the plain, west of Salkhad. 


and lies north of the Jawlan; between it and El Jaiden, Wady 
el Ajam, is the great hilly valley which divides the Hauran from 
the Hermon, It becomes more open and even, as it loses itself in 
the plains of Damascus. The lakes into which EJ Away and 
Barada discharge themselyes—the former taking its rise from the 
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X.— Narrative of an Expedition to the Andaman Islands in 1857. 
By F. J. Mowat, Esq., .0., P.2.G.5., de. 
Read, January 14, 1862. 


Tar Andaman Islands, lying in the Bay of Bengal, in 93° east 
longitude, and between the 18th and 14th degrees of north lati- 
tude, were first carefully surveyed by Lieutenant Archibald Blair, 
of the Indian Navy, in 1789 and the following year. His Survey 
Report has recently been published eee (rovernment of India 
in the printed Selections from their Records About the same 
time (1789-90) they were visited and examined by Lieutenant 
(afterwards Colonel) Colebrooke, Surveyor-General of India, who 
published an account of the islands in the 4th volume of the 
‘ Asiatic Researches.’ In addition to a pence description of the 
islands, their physical character and inhabitants, his paper con- 
tained a brief vocabulary of the Andaman language, in which is 
comprised all that is yet known on that subjec 

In 1789. formal possession was taken of the Andamans by the 
Indian Government, and a small penal colony was established, 
under the charge of Lieutenant Blair, at Port Cornwallis, near the 
southern extremity of the Great Andaman, on its eastern const, 
For three years this colony was healthy and prosperous, when, i 
1792, it was removed to a larger harbour nearly two degre 
to the northward, on the eastern shore of the same clasaiie 
13° 28 ws. lat. and 98° 12’ &. long. This harbour was also named 
Port Cornwallis, when the appellation of the original settlement 
was changed to Old Harbour. In its new position, the colony 
situated in Chatham Island was so continuously unhealthy that it 
was ultimately abandoned in 1796. 

In 1795 the settlement was visited by Colonel Syme, who devoted 
a sar ie to its deseription in the narrative of his embassy to Ava. 
Port Cornwallis was we JS visited in 1814, and was after- 
wards selected as the rendezvous of the first expedition to Ava 
in 1524. : 

The first mention of the Andaman Islands is by two Mahom- 
medan travellers, whose account is published in Pemberton’s 
‘General Collection of Voyages and Travels.’ In Hamilton's 
é Account of the East Indies, and in the Caleutta ‘Monthly 
sre are brief references to the islands and their inhabitants. 

late little further was heard of them than occs sit nal notices: 

of shipwrecks, which invariably represented the inhabitants as ire- 
claimably savage, implacable, hostile, and inhospitable, 

In 1840 the a was visited by Dr. Helfer for scientific pur- 
poses. ‘This gentlemar was killed by the savages very shortly after 
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his arrival there, in circumstances of which the exact particulars 
were never known.* 

Subsequently representations were more than once addressed to 
the Government of India and to the Court of Directors of the late 
East India Company regarding the outrages committed by the 
savage inhabitants of the Andamans on shipwrecked marmers, 
The result of these representations was an intention again to 
examine the island, with a view to the selection of one or more 

of — 


At this stage of the proceedings the great Sepoy mutiny of 1857 
occurred, when it was determined sr Gand 4 fresh expedition to 
examine the Andaman group of islands, “ with a view to the selec- 
tion of a site for the establishment of a penal settlement for the 
reception, in the first instance, of mutinous deserters and rebels 
sentenced to imprisonment in banishment,” and eventually for the 
re-establishment of a more general convict settlement for felons 
sentenced to transportation from all parts of the British possessions 
in India, 

Accordingly in November, 1857, a Committee was appointed by 
the Govemon General of India, for the purpose pA Sener 
It consisted of myself, Dr. George Playfair of the Bengal Army, 
and Lieut. J..A. Heathcote of the Indian Navy. To Dr. Playfair 
Were assigned the medical and scientific duties of the expedition ; 
to Eiehts Teathos all matters relating to hydropraphy + and to 
myself was entrusted the general charge and command of the expe- 
dition. The Committee submitted a combined Report of their 
labours, which was published in 1859 as the 25th number of the 
Sone from the Records of the Government of India,’ edited 

The present communication is derived from the Report in ques 
tion and from the private notes made by me during the expedition, 
partly from my own observations and in part from the daily recor 
written by Dr. Playfair and Lieut. Heatheote, and | apres in my 
hands from day to day by the officers in question. othem I am 
so much indebted for facts and observations, carefully observed and 
accurately recorded, that I am anxious that the present Paper 
should be considered our joint contribution to the records of the 
Royal Geographical Society, while I am alone responsible for any 
errors and imperfections which it may contain. 

The expedition left Calcutta on the 23rd of November, 1857, 





* The widow of Dr. Helfer was the niece of Ficld-Marshal Paron Bilow, The 
facts of Dr. Helfer’s death were these :—Accompanied | v Madame Helfer, he 
landed, when o savage concealed behind a bush transfixed him with his spear, 
The lady, armed like her husband, drew o pistol from her girdle, and shot the 
marderer on the spot. ; : 1 
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in the steam-frigate Semiramis, and proceeded to Moulmein, where 
the war-steamer Pluto, an iron vessel of very light draught, well 
adapted for navigation in shallow waters and among coral reefs, 
was placed at our disposal. A carefully selected European guard 
of twenty men from the crew of the frigate, with an officer, was told 
off by Capt. Campbell, of the Indian Navy, for the protection of 
surveying parties. ‘Twelve Burmese convicts, with a native guard, 
well used to forest life, were also made over to us by Major Fytcbe, 
the Commissioner of the Tenasserim provinces, to assist in cutting 
a path through the jungle, in boring for water, and similar pur- 

Without the aid of these men and of the crew of the Pluto 
we could have made no progress in our explorations, so dense and 
impenetrable did we find the vegetation everywhere, ‘To mount 
the smallest bill it was ry to cut a path, and we were never 
able to penetrate more than fom § to 6 miles in a single day. 
There were no open spaces for camping, and, as we were without 
tents, all exploring parties returned on board at sunset, As the 
savages abounded everywhere—were silent, stealthy, and crafty in 
their movements—were concealed by the luxuriant vegetation— 
invariably evinced a determined spirit of hostility, and were well 
provided with the means of aggression, which they never omitted 
to employ—all parties engaged in the survey were carefully armed, 
Every precaution was taken to prevent surprise, and to hold open 
our communication with the steamer. ‘The sanitary precautions 
fuken were to mix a small quantity of quina in the coffee, issued 
at daybreak to the men, and to see that they were protected from 
the sun by suitable covering. 

‘The east coast of the Great Andaman, from Port Cornwallis to 
the Cinque Islands, was first examined. Rutland Island was then 
explored, and y point of the west coast as far as North Reef 
requisites for the establishment of a penal settlement. Incidental 
the Andaman and Middle Straits were investigated, and a visit 
was paid to the voleano on Barren Island. 

This magnificent, picturesque, and land-locked harbour was 
carefully explored. It was found to contain excellent anchorage= 
ground, sheltered from all weathers, with groo halting ae could 
accommodate a very large fleet of vessels of every d aught. It 
was surrounded by low hills, densely covered with vegetation to 
the water's edge, and abounded in shallow crecks, which were not 
explored. It afforded an abundant supply of fresh water, ane of 
the rills Jae little if anything les than 500 tons’ daily dis- 
charge of pure, wholesome, limpid water. It contained more than 
one bank of palatable oysters, and abounded in shell and other 
fish, On its shores were a few native huts, of which none of the 
inhabitants were seen. 
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The remains of the settlement on Chatham Island were disen- 


tangled from the dense vegetation, by which it was concealed, with 
extreme difficulty, Fragments of the brickwork were found in 
excellent preservation, but all other traces of habitation were 
effaced. A few cocoa-nut trees alone indicated the attempt to 







introduce economical plants not indigenous to the soil. According 
to Blair’s survey, the sea must have encroached on the north- 
eastern end of Chatham Island some 40 or 50 feet. 

On the south-western extremity of the same island was an exten- 
sive mud bay, uncovered at low tide, skirted by belts of mangrove, 
with low flat country on the Opposite shore in the same direction, 
The only sea-surge that could reach the settlement was the north- 
east wind, which blows over a small portion of the northern aspect. 
To these causes—to the pestilential nature of the mud-hanks when 
uncovered, and to the abundance of rank, reeking, decayed vegeta- 
tion in every direction—the excessive unhealthiness of the early 
settlement was doubtless due. 

The expedition next proceeded to Craggy Island, under the 
shelter of which it anchored for the purpose of exploring the Saddle 
Peak, the most elevated hill on the whole group. It is about 
2400 feet in height, covered with vegetation to its summit, is of 
considerable extent, and its eastern aspect broken by densely. 
wooded ravines, Between the shore and Cy rey Island was a 
dangerous reef, rich in shell-fish, which the natives were engaged 
in gathering at the time of our visit, We anchored at about PM, 
So sudden and unexpected was our appearance, that an ‘ty of 
women fishing on Cragyy Island was cut off, and unab » tre 
terror and ayitation, to launch their canoe, which was drawn up on 
the beach. "Dhey immediately concealed themselves in the vegeta- 
tion covering the small islet. The men on the reef exhibited frantic 
signs of hostility, notwithstanding our making every attempt to 
eonciliate them. The canoe was scrupulously respected, and in jt. 
were placed looking-glasses, beads, and other articles of savage: 









landing before a flight of arrows was di harged at us, The 
aggression was repelled by a volley of musketry over the heads of 
our assailants. 

All attempt to examine the peak was abandoned when it was 
found that the base of the hill was a considerable distance inland, 
and ae eesti occupy spears of time that could not be 
spared from the main purpose of the exp lition, The water-supp 
from. the neighbouring hills wag sbenieet and the coast aged 
vicinity well peopled. — | r 

The coast from the Saddle to Andaman Strait was cursorily 
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examined. It was found to be hilly nearly to the water's edge, 
and to afford no good landing-place. There was scarcely any 
pig and in one or two places tolerably deep caves were seen. 

We steamed through Stewart's Strait and right round Sound 
Island, which is of an irregular quadrilateral shape, forming one side 
of a land-locked bay, accessible at all seasons to vessels of every 
class. The island consisted of ridges of high land, traversing it mn 
all directions, and prolonged in spurs to the point of the bay 
indenting its margins, It was fringed with belts of mangrove and 
surrounded by coral reefs, with occasional fine sandy beaches. 

Towards its southern end is a horseshoe-shaped harbour, nearly 
three quarters of a mile in depth, and rather more than half a mile 
in breadth. Its northern and eastern aspects are skirted by coral 
peed but in the rest of its extent it has good anchorage-ground 

The ridge of hilly ground surrounding this bay is about 120 feet 
in height, and furnished an extremely grand and repeated echo on 
the firing of the evening and morning guns. 

The vegetation was much less dense and tangled than we found 
it elsewhere, probably due to a deficiency of water, which rendered 
it quite unfit for a convict settlement. A few natives were seen 
fishing, and the smoke of their fires rose in many directions. Fire 
was found concealed in the decayed trunks of some of the larger 
trees, and in various places branches were bent nearly to the ground 
by means of large stones attached by the tendrils of climbing plants. 
The object of this practice, which was found to prevail generally, 
was not ascertained. 

The existence of a practicable passage from the east to the west 
coast of the Great Andaman, debouching at Interview Island, had 
been left undetermined by Blair. The P/uto was next anchored 
off the mouth of Andaman Strait, and a fast boat, with a strong 
picked i sent to pn np this —. and ascertain how ~ it 
was navigable. After pulling through a very tortuous passage for 
several hours, our sine was aphie by finding that at low tide 
the mud was exposed in the main channel, and we had very great 
difficulty in retracing our steps. The swamps and sunderbunds 
traversed for about a third of the breadth of the island in this place’ 
were extremely putrid and pestilential. Vegetation was extremely 
luxuriant, but confined to mangroves. There was no trace of bali- 
7 or ence life in the dense swamps bordering the strait. 

e fact of the non-existence of a passage for any useful purpose 


The Expedition thes stecred south to the Andaman Archi pene» i] , 
of which a portion only was examined; Blair's survey showing t 
the navigation in its vicinity was extremely difficult and dangerous, 
that it contained no harbours, and was unfitted for a convict settle- 
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ment. It was on the south-eastern aspect of the largest of the 
islands of the archipelago that the troop-ships Briton and Aunny- 
mede, with detachments of H. M.'s 50th and 80th Foot, were 
wrecked in November, 1844. All attempts made on that occasion 
to hold amicable intercourse with the natives failed. | 
We then ded to Barren Island, which was examined for a 
few hours. It now contains a considerable amount of vegetation, 
and from the south appears like a huge hill rising abruptly from 
thesea. On its north-western aspect ia the only practicable opening, 
from which the cone of the existing voleano is visible. At the base 
of the cone was a considerable amount of black basalt, and at the 
landing-place a hot fresh spring was found, of which the exact 
temperature was not ascertained. From the steam evolved at low 
water, when a portion of the spring was exposed, it was inferred 
that the temperature was nearly, if not quite, that of boiling water. 
The cone was found to be covered with fine ashes, in some places 
of a light gray colour, It rose at an angle of 40° to a height of 
975 feet, and from the truncated apex a small quantity of white 
smoke was seen to issue, The island is nearly circular, and about 
2970 yards in diameter. The ascent was not particularly difficult, 
and in some places the ground was uncomfortably hot. 
| se eae of the cone was taken from the most distant point 
practicable. No appearance of the sea having ever washed round 
the base of the cone was detected during our examination, We 
arrived at the conclusion that the amount of sulphur contained in 
the crater was not sufficient to repay the cost of working—a con- 
clusion from which Dr. G. Von Liebig differed after a more detailed 
and careful examination, made four months after our visit, A 
detailed notice of the geological features of this singular volcano, 
by Drs. Playfair and G, Von Liebig, is appended to the 25th number 
— printed ‘Selections from the Records of the Government of 
ia. : 
The Expedition next visited Old Harbour, near the extremity of 
South An aman, Where the first convict settlement was placed in 
1789. The original survey of Lieut. Blair was found to be accurate 
— minutest particulars here and everywhere else that it was 
Bu ed to proof, 
~ ya trace of the original settlement was found on Chatham 
Island, and on Ross Island, at the mouth of the harbour, the marks 
of former occupation were entirely effaced. There was everywhere 
an abundance of wood, water, and building materials: the rocks 
abounded in shell-fish, and the harbour with Inany varieties of 
edible fish ; the soil seemed to be everywhere fertile. There was 
much less of mangrove and swampy d than at Port Cornwallis, 
and on the whole it was found to afford the most promising site for 
@ convict settlement. that was discoverable on the Great Andaman. 
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in every direction of its beimg a popular place of resort for the 
natives of the island. They avoided us as much as possible, fired 
at us when we approached near enough to any of their settlements, 
-_ resisted every attempt to form a close acquaintance with 
them. 

The name of this harbour has been changed to Port Blair, in 
honour of the excellent and accurate hydrographer by whom it was 
first explored, and a new convict settlement has been formed there. 

Rutland Island, a fine hilly island at the southern extremity 

of the Great Andaman, was next explored. It was found to be 
of considerable extent, well wooded, and abundantly supplied 
with fresh water. ‘The dense forest covering its southern aspe 
exhibited marks of exposure to the full force of the south-west 
monsoon, the trees in many places being uprooted, and for a 
considerable extent beaten down by the foree of the wind, Frag. 
ments of wrecks too small for identification were discovered, 
and it afforded evidence of being tolerably well peopled. The 
shores were somewhat difficult of access, and, except im Macpher 
son's Strait, which separates it from the southern division of the 
Great Andaman, it contains no secure harbour. The Cinque and 
Labyrinth Islands adjoining it were also visited: they presented 
no special features deserving remark. In some of them were emall 
canes, containing the nests of the Hirundo esculenta, and all the 
reefs abounded in the béche-de-mer. A larger number of birds 
were seen than were found farther to the north, many of them 
closely resembling the humming-bird. 
‘The Expedition then proceeded northward to examine the west 
of banks of coral, on which account it seems to have been left 
unexplored by Blair. vent ite to Port Blair an opening 
was indicated in the chart, which was found to lead to a new har- 
bour of considerable extent, well sheltered, bordered by low hulls 
covered with lofty trees, and containing an abundance of fresh 
water. Soundings were taken and observations made by Lieut. 
Heathcote to determine its exact position. Its proximity in a direct 
line to the westward of Port Blair—about 2 miles, from observa- 
tion—affords a hope of its being practicable hereafter to open an 
overland communication between the: east and west coasts, and thus 
considerably to improve the healthiness of the convict settlement 
ng Noy monsoons to blow across it, An attempt made 
bysDr. J. P. Walker, some months subsequent to our it, to cut 
a path from Port Blair to the west const, however, failed, from the 
‘extreme density of the vegetation and the interventiow of an im- 
| Ira 
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by savages during the whole of the attempt to open a communica- 
day vB hey did not venture upon any R act of hostility. 

This harbour has been named Port Mouat the Governor- 
ee India, The shores were lined si lages in ais 
places, and canoes were found in every stage of preparation, from 
the rough hewn trunk to the finished vessel 

This new harbour is accessible only from the south through the 
passage between the Labyrinth Islands—a navigation far too diffi- 
cult and dangerous to be used by vessels in distress during the 
south-west monsoon. On attempting to run parallel to the coast 
in steaming northward, the coral reefs, which are here very exten- 
sive, bee found be ane gore surface to admit of the 
passage of a vessel even of such light draught as the Pinto, the 
water shoaling suddenly from 8 to 14 fathers. An attempt to 
stand to sea in the direction of the largest island outlying to the 
westward, the North Sentinel, failed from the same cause. 

Port Campbell, which is likewise in South Andaman, was next 
visited. It was found to be an extremely fine harbour, with ex- 
cellent anchorage, but at all times difficult of exit or entrance, from 
the direction and extreme narrowness of the deep-water channel at 
pelea citicer — round lias landed to examine the 

tive villages near Montgomery Island at its mouth. The inhu- 
bitants steadily declined every advance, and we avoided actual 
collision with them. Wood, water, building-materials, and the 
eee nea ee were abundant. 

he Expedition, still steaming northward, then proceeded throu 
Middle Strait, which separates Middle from South Andaman, to 
ascertain if possible the physical features of the interior of the 
island. The strait, in av: gen part of its extent, was bounded 
by deep ee of stunted mangrove, the growth of that plant 
being evidently checked by the quantity of fresh water that falls 
into the strait during the monsoons. They would, if reclaimed, 





form rich rice lands, after the manner adopted in the ‘sland of : 


Ramree, by bunding out the sea—an operation of no great physical 
ifficulty where the rise and fall of the tide never exceeds 7 foot. 
On leaving Middle Strait the coast was skirted, as near as it was 
safe to approach, to Port Andaman, which was steamed through 
A large and easily accessible harbour is formed bobo 
eastern canal of Interview Island and the adjoining western aspect 
of North and Middle Andaman, We steamed round Interview 
Island, and at its southern extremity, near South Reef Island, came 
into violent collision with the natives in an attempt made to open 
an amnicable intercourse with them: one of them was captured and 
carried to Calcutta; of him more will be mentioned hereafter. 
_ Interview Island lies parallel toand at a small distance from the 
main land. It is everywhere surrounded by a broad belt of man- 
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Lo esi eri its southern end, where the land is higher and 
more healthy-looking. It is covered with dense fi n, and 
appeared to have an abundance of fresh water. In all “its sere 
characters it bears a strong resemblance to the other islands on 
the western shore, being little elevated, and bearing evident marks 
of se ape to the violence of the south-west monsoon. It is more 
thick peopled than most parts of the western coast, but seems to 
ines in the general deficiency of animal life. 

An attempt to penetrate t tho Andaman Strait from the western 
extremity failed, the steamer having grounded on a rock at its 
mouth, which it was extricated Sinn uch difficulty. 

The remainder of the west coast was not minutely examined, as 
it was found not to contain any of the essentials for a convict 


settlement. 

The Great Andaman is about 125 miles long, with a breadth 
varying from 10 to 16 miles. Its le runs north and south in 
the 98rd degree of east longitude, | between the 11th and 14th 
parallels of north latitude. Strictly speaking, the Great Andaman 
is formed by three islands, saneacare as North, Middle, sh 
South, The two latter are separated by a strait, averag 
quarter of a mile in breadth, and extending for 12 miles n ier 
and south-east. It has a considerable depth of water throughout ; 
but the eastern entrance, owing to the wesence of a bar, has only, 
at low water, a depth of i} fathoms. ‘The two former are separated 
by a labyrinth of narrow canals, meandering through the swamps ; 
but there is no reas or practicable ot which the exist- 
ence was indicated robable by Lieut. B 

Viewing the Great ndaman as one iets section of it from 
east to west would exhibit something of this form :— 























ghest land, wherever seen, is on the eastern, and tanto 
ends towards the western shore, The water-shed is, 
che towards the west, and co sage it is on that side of the 
that marshy localities probably abound. 
Nia Gatch fen or to south shows the existence 
of several elevated ridges, which have all one characteristic in 
common: their highest point is towards the north, and they 


either fine iearteleiNt: Ge kk Asiaing, SHAlEae in undulating 
ground of moderate elevation, &5 to the south of Port Cornwallis. 


Rutland Island, which may be looked on as a continuation of the 
Great Andaman, has also its high mountain, which gradually sinks 
towards the south into a succession of low undulating hills. 














To the north of Port Cornwallis the island is formed of a series 
of low hills, having the usual outline common to trap-formations. — 
A apeag | to the south from that port the land rises, until about 


7 miles to the south it reaches its highest elevation in the Saddle 
Mountain, of which the height is about 2400 feet: it then gradually 
decreases for the next 14 miles, when the hills terminate, and there 
is some extent of land similar in character to the Sunderbunds, being 
low swamps covered with mangroves, and intersected by narrow 
oo passages, filled or half empty aa the tide rises and 


A few miles farther south the land again attains a considerable 
elevation, which it retains for 18 miles, when it resumes a lower 
character; but the extent of this was not ascertained, as the coast 
peronte the Archipelago was not examined, for reasons mentioned 


At the eastern entrance of Middle Strait hills are again promi- 
nent, become more so a few miles farther south, pass Port Blair, 
and end at Macpherson’s Strait, 

The geology of the island was not sufficiently investigated to 
warrant any detailed description, Specimens of rocks were col- 
lected at every locality at which a landing was effected, and were 
made over for arrangement and description to the Museum of 
Economic Geology in Calcutta. Extensive beds of silicious sand- 
stone and limestone were discovered, which would prove valuable 
as building materials for any settlements that may be formed. 

The hills are covered throughout the island, from their summits 
to their bases, with dense, luxuriant, and nearly impenetrable vege- 
tation: among them were fine timber-trees and an abundance of 
bamboos, rattans, and thatching-palms. So far as we had the 
aN dapat rie of examination, the general character of the botany 
of the island resembles that of Sumatra and of the Straits Settle- 
ments. ‘The nutmeg and the pine-apple were found in a wild state. 
The poon, dammer, red-wood, ebony, cotton, and almond-trees 


Were seen.* 





SSS 

* The nutmeg found in the wild state is not the aromatic nutmer. bat one of 
many species of no valuc. The pineapple, a native of America, must-have b 
introduced by the English se f 1790 or 1736. The cottom is not t 
Rae jets the well-known textile material, but the silber-cotton 


a tall forest . 
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» ‘The only mammal seen by us was a small black wild hog, which 
has since been described by Mr. Blyth, and is believed by him to 
be a new species peculiar to the Andamans. Rats and monkeys 
are also said to exist there, but we did not meet with any of them. 
‘A harmless green snake was the only reptile we fell in with : centi- 
pedes and scorpions abounded. Birds were not numerous : pigeons, 
crows, kingfishera, curlews, fish-hawks, gulla were shot by us in 
different parts of the island ; but the feathered tribe were by 
no means so numerous or varied as on either of the adjacent 
The general chart of the Andamans, prepared by Lieut. Archi- 
bald Blair, was supplied in es gi by the Surveyor-General’s 
office of Calcutta for the use of the Expedition. It was employed 
throughout, and found to be an accurate, safe, and certain guide 
to all soy neceb anne islands which had been examined by him 
in detail. In these spots where his survey had been less minute it 
was found to be defective; but wherever it proved to be so, the 
localities were of such a nature as to be of no practical use, either 
in themselves, or from being beset with dangers which render 
them so. But all those places which had been attentively tig 
and were represented in minute detail on the chart, such as Nd 
and New Port Cornwallis, Rutland Island, Port Campbell, &e., 
were found to be in exactly the same condition as when delineated 
by Blair 70 years ago. This was particularly observable in Middle 
Strait, where islets of ony 50 yards in length appear in precisely 
the same state as to size, elevation, and position, as that represented 
tage first surveyor. The re vegetation upon them gave the 
idea of its being the growth of the last monsoon ; the only signs of 
the waters of the ocean. 
The permanency of the features of this passage is doubtless 
ributable in rete 8 st to the hard sandstone formation p 












attri ne | 
‘valent in its vicinity, and which forms the foundation of these islets, 
as well as of the points which govern the windings of the strait. 
Further, the tides are so weak as to carry no silt with them, and 
the drainage is merely that of the adjacent hills, which would 
amount in the aggregate to 50 square miles, and this, being dis- 
tribited through the entire length of the strait, 1 far too small to 
affect it. | ir 

‘The whole of the shores of the Andamans are skirted by con- 
tinuous coral reefs, Coral abounds in every bay, and is strewn m 
broken pieces on every beach. ‘These reefs are far more extensive 
and form dangers to a much greater distance from the land on the 
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enerally at a distance of 5 miles; whereas on the western shore 
the reese form dangerous patches at a distance of 20 and 25 miles 
from the land—a fact the probability of which is sufficiently imili- 
cated by the geological features of the islands, the general dip of 
the stratified rocks being to the eastward and ata high angle, some- 
times as much as 75°. 
_ We were unable to make any observations on the gr wth of the 
coral, our chart being on too small a scale, and the chief objects of 
the Expedition not permitting of our devoting any special time and 
attention to it. Navigation among coral must at all times be 
hazardous, and the most minute survey muy fail to detail some of 
the isolated rocks, of the approach to which no warning is dis- 
coverable. The banks which exist so far to the westward must 
always prove impediments to the prosperity of a colony established 
at Interview Island, or on any part of the western coast. | 

All accounts concur, in representing the inhabitants of the An- 

daman Islands as extremely savage, uncivilized, hostile to strar rs, 
inhospitable, and steeped in the lowest depths of barbarism, From 
the time in which the first mention of their existence is found to 
the present moment they have consistently maintained the same 
character. All our attempts to hold amicable intercourse with them 
failed utterly, and in most instances ended in hostile collision, the 
initiative being invariably on their — ours hostility was 
silly confined ed to self-defence and the repulsion of their unpro- 
voked attacks. It is impossible to imagine any human beings to 
i — in the scale of civilization than are the Andaman savages 
Entirely destitute of clothing, utterly ignorant of agriculture, liv; 
in the rudest and most sizapte habitations, Petes apa seuinets 
be the supply of their daily food. ‘The little that is known of their 
manners and customs proves them to be without religion or govern- 
ment, and that they live in perpetual dread of the contact of any: 
other race. Of the large number of convicts who have escaped 
from the new settlement, in the hope of finding an asylum with the 









savages, with avery few exceptions, all who survived hunger and 


exposure were mnurdered by the aborigines with the most determined 

ferocity. ‘The few who were spared and have returned to the 

— have been unable to assign any reason for their own 
ely. 

_From time immemorial they have been reputed to be cannibals. 
We examined every hut and village visited by us for proofs of the 
existence of such a practice in vain. ‘The question may now be 
considered to have been set at rest by the testimony of a Brahmin 
sepoy of the 14th Bengal Native Infantry, named Doodnath 
Fewarny. ‘This individual. was a convict mutineer, who escaped 
from Port Blair on the 23rd of April, 1858, and. returned volun= 
tarily to the settlement on the 17th of May, 1859, after a residence 
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of a year and 24 days among the aborigines of the Great Anda- 
man, In his deposition, ‘taken by Dr. J. P. Walker, the firet 
superintendent of Port Blair, he distinctly stated that “the abo- 
rigines are undoubtedly an uncivilized people, but they most cer- 
tainly are not cannibals in any way, for they neither devour human 
bodies in any form, nor do they eat uncooked animal food in any 
form. They are a wild people, most savagely inclined to strangers 
generally, but most kindly disposed in their conduct to each 


Of their social habits all that was pre eer pti was con- 
jectural, and was so mixed up sith taliiecedt fiction as to be 
undeserving of belief. Doodnath Fewarny, and another convict 
who likewise lived for some time among them, have communicated 
important, and in the main probably correct, information regarding 
these and many other particulars respecting this singular race. 
Much of what follows is on the authority of the individuals above 


The Great Andaman tly inhabited by le tribe 
The Great Andaman is apparently inhabited by a single tribe 
speaking the same languag having, the same manners and. use 
toms, and possessing a similar identity of physical characters, The 
entire population is migratory, rarely residing im one spot — 
days. They are divided into groups or parties of from 10 to 300 
each, generally, however, not exceeding from 30 to 50, including 
all ages and bothsexes: their number has heretofore been estimated 
at from 3000 to 10,000, ‘The Brahmin sepoy believes that, in the 
finest part of the island which had been visited by him, he must 
have seen at least 15,000 men, women, and children on the southern 
and western coasts: there is an encampment every 4 or 5 miles. 
cea Peace of children to adults and of males to females is 
stated by the same observer to be about the same az in Hindustan. 
He saw no indications of the ice of infanticide ; children of 
all ages were alike treated with kindness and care. The rate of 
mortality, judging from that of Hindustan, was not high. The 
births were believed to exceed the deaths, wae the popt aoe to be, 
consequently, on the increase. They generally inhabit the jungle 
curing an abundant supply of shell and other fish, and of fre 

water. Villages are also formed on the shores of tidal creeks; but 
in the interior itself no clearings or habitations exist. Parties visit 
the interior to hunt pigs and collect fruits, but return to the coast 
at sunset, except when travelling from one place to another. ‘Their 








leaves, raised on four posts, hich those in front are usually 


igher than those in the rear. In every large villa ‘of encamp- 
cee was one hut in the centre, built ped gtr ioe cot 
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number of pig and turtle skulls, bows, arrows, shiclds, and domestic 
articles. Phe floors of the huts are free from vegetation, and the 

ound in and immediately adjoining the villages is also carefully 
Seared of all jungle. The foot-paths, every one of which was 
carefully traced, were found to lead to rills of fresh water: in no 
instance «did they lead to more extended inland means of communi- 
cation, The group of huts varied from 3 or 4 to as many as 22 in 
number, In the interior of the huts were found banidles of pig 
and turtle skulls, and sometimes a considerable collection of fish- 


» They have no idea of a Supreme Being, and form no cere- 
monies to indicate the saistsics of anni bien rel ion. ‘The 
account of their religious ceremonies given by Colonel Syme is not 
confirmed by any of the persons who lau dwelt among them. 

The girls attain the age of puberty between 12 and 14 years, 
subsequent to which the intercourse of the sexes is of the nature 
related by Herodotus in regard to the Massagetw. The wives 
are said to be faithful to their husbands, and the widows do not 
Feamarry, remaining virtuous—being the only exceptions to the 
utter absence of all moral feeling among them. 

‘Their marriage ceremony as sien to be of the most simple 
nature, ‘The seniors of the parties determined the matter without 
consulting those more immediately concerned, who were sent for 
and married, without exciting attention or curiosity. In five 
weddings witnessed by Doodnath Fewarny the sete es was the 
same. The bride, Sto: ea ote her body in stripes and covered 
her fingers with red earth moistened with turtle-oil, sits on leaves 
spread on the ground as a carpet ; the bridegroom, similarly deco- 
rated, squats on his leafy bed at a distance of 10. or 12 paces, 
They thus sit in silence for about an hour, after which the person 
who is to unite them comes from his but, takes the bridegroom by 
the hand, leads him to the bride, and having seated him, without 
saying a single word, presents him with five or six jron-headed 
arrows, and then leaves him. ‘They remain in silence by each 
other until nightfall; and this is all the ceremonial observed. 








The women rarely accompany the men in their hunti or fishing 
excursions—the ane of ae cooking of food, nidking of nets 
and baskets, and care of the children, with similar household oceus 
pations, falling to their lot. They remove the hair from the heads 
and bodies of the men and of one another by means of small chips 
of brittle glass, prepared with considerable skill and ingenuity: 
they also tattoo the bodies of both sexes by small incisions in regul 
lines, the whole body being thus marked, with the exception of the 
head, neck, lower part of the abdomen, and hands and feet. The 
operation is performed between the ages of eight and ten, and 
during the first four mouths of the year, when fruit: is abundant 





and fishing less frequent. A limb or part of a limb is tattooed in 
a month, the entire completion of the operation occupying from two 
to three years, at the season above mentioned. As soon as the 
incisions are completed, the seats is smeared over with a 
white earth, supposed to be lime. ‘The wounds, after free suppura- 
tion, heal in two or three weeks, no colouring matter being used to 
render the marks more indelible. ‘The little of medicine or surgery 
practised by them is also performed by the women: it seems to be 
confined to local blood-letting by scarification, and to the applica~ 
tion of a paste of red earth and turtle-oil. 

On the march the women carry the young children in a sling 
made of bark, suspended from the neck, with the legs of the children 
passing over the loins and hips of the mother. They also carry the 
empty water-vessels—hollow bamboos with the septa removed— ~ 






ith 5 or uncooked. provisions, pluck the green leaves that form 
oa ing, and build os well as thatch any huts that may be 


woman usually attending to her aa ae avocations until labour 
begins. The umbilical cord is cut with a knife, but no ligature ts 
applied to it. The woman after confinement receives no special 
treatment, eating and drinking as usual, and moving about a few 
hours after delivery. The child on being born is immediately 
washed in cold fresh water, poured from a bamboo, and tts body 
is dried by the hand heated before a fire, quickly and repeatedly, 
but very gently, applied. Any mother who is nursing at the time 
suckles the new-born infant until its own mother is able to do so; 
the child is only weaned when the maternal supply of food ceases. 
During the first days of its existence the infant is covered with a 
few leaves sewn together: this covering is called “ kassa.” 
Children are kindly treated by their parents, who are respected 
and obeyed by them as in more advanced states of civilization. 
They play among themeglves, as in Hindastan ; the boys at three 
years of age being furnished with miniature bows and arrows: 
“rma accompany their fathers in hunting and fishing. 
dnath Fewarny has also, for the first time, made us 
quainted with the manner of disposing of the dead, adopted by 
natives of the Andamans, As soon as death occurs, the corpse 
removed from the interior of the hut to the outside, where it rem 
until burial, a few hours afterwards, If the death takes p 
even-tide, it is buried on the following morning—the other 
bers of the family op by the deceased, as if nothin 
had happened. The dead steam to -be sincerely med by 
surviving relatives. The corpse is burted without any special 
paration by washing, shaving, or painting: it is tied into as sm 
a bundle as it can be made to occupy by flexing the limbs on 
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trunk—a process of some difficulty when sepulture is deferred until 
cadaveric rigidity has supervened. It is carried to the grave by a 
near relative of the deceased and placed in an irregular round 
hole, about 3 feet in depth, over which a small mound of earth is 
raised to mark the spot. ‘The whole village turns out to see the 
body removed, but only two or three accompany it to the burial- 
place, which is®usually a mile inland. 
_ Two or three months after sepulture, when the flesh has been 
composed and destroyed, some of the near relatives of the de- 
ceased dig up the bones, tie them together, and carry them to the 


rai ighbourt coms : there they are spread out for the inspection 
of tl Sélativen, who weep over them, each pressing a bone to the 


breast with one hand, while the pa? a eyes are shaded by the 
other, The nearest of kin, male or female, takes possession of the 
skull and lower jaw, which is for months, probably for years, worn 
on the back, suspended by a loose cord from the neck. ‘The practice 
is 80 general, that from § to 10 per cent. of the adult population 
wear skulls thus suspended when unemployed: when hunting or 
fishing, the men leave them in charge of the women at the en- 
campment. ‘The other bones are taken — by the relatives, but 
their ultimate disposal is as yet unknown. In our Set exanil= 
hations of huts and villages we failed to find a single human bone, 
sr any of the burial-places mentioned by Doodnath 


From the intense blackness of their skins and their low stature, 
the inhabitants of the Andamans have heretofore been ranked by 
ethnologists as negrilloes, or ne has to possess a near relation to 
the Papuan tribes, and to exhibit more of the attributes of an 
African than of an Asiatic race. From a paper read by Professor 
Owen, at the recent meeting of the British Association at Man« 
chester, this would seem to be an error. A careful examination of 
the bones of an adult male, which I placed in his hands, and for 
which I was myself indebted to Dr. J. P, Walker, led the eminent 
comparative anatomist above mentioned to regard them as an abo- 
atom ss wires from the African and Asiatic 
types—the blackness elr tegumentary pigment being assigned 
to constant exposure, They were said to-difer still more from the 
Papuan Australian type than from the West-coast negro, and to 
afford no indications of a Malagan or Mongalian origin. ‘Their 
supposed affinity, from the structure of their language, to the 
Eurmese of the opposite continent, was: likewise shown to be 

acious. 

The individual captured by us at Interview Island, and carried 
to Calcutta, was a full-grown well-formed adult, whose age we 
conjectured to be about 25 years: he was 4 feet S+ inches in 
height. I'he skeleton examined by Professor Owen was that of an 


or to disco 
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adult male, 5 feet 10 inches in height, who was shot in one of the 
attacks made by the natives on the convict settlement. The other 
natives killed in our involuntary encounters were about 5 feet in 
height, well-shaped, robust and healthy. None of their bodieswere 
removed by us, lest the aborigines should misunderstand the object 
of our mission, it having been deemed desirable in the interests 
of the future settlements to conciliate them by* every possible 
means. 

The natives of the Andamans, although diminutive in stature, 
are extremely robust and vigorous—run, climb, and swim with 
great swiftness and power, on unusually acute senses, and are 
a brave, warlike race. Although hostile to outsiders, they are 
gentle and amiable in their intercourse with each other, They 
possess high imitative faculties, and when once captured are singu- 

urly free from all trace of ferocity. This was the case in the 
example referred to above, and has been noticed in regard to 
those who have been taken more recently, and are now at Moul- 
mein, to be trained and educated to become, if possible, the future 
medium of communication with their fellow-countrymen. Both 
sexes and all ages are completely naked, without the smallest sense 
of shame, ‘They remove the hair from the whole body, leaving only 
the eyelashes untouched. The hair of the man taken to Calcutta 
was allowed to grow, and, so far as the observation extended, exactly 
resembled that of the Papuan race, 

The men cover the whole body with a coating of mud or clay to 
protect them from the attacks of insects, which are numerous and 
troublesome; they also rub a red earth on the top of the head, 
probably for the purpose of ornamentation. ‘They weararound the 
waist a cord of tough vegetable fibre, to which a sharp knife-blade, 
made by hammering out a large nail, is attached. ‘The use of this 
secins to be to open shell-fish. | 

Their weapons are bows and arrows—the former ex : 
‘tough and of various shapes; the latter usually 4 feet in length, 
and either barbed with iron or with hardened wooden pout, 
Many of them consist of two parts, united by a twisted cord, and 
are evidently used for fishing. None of the arrows found by us, 
or by which any of our party were wounded, were pri One 
of our wounded suffered from tetanus, the result of the laceration 
among the deep muscles of the back, The most serious wound 
was that sustained by Lieut. Heathcote ; bat it was followed by 
no other bad effect than that of the injury itself. A few of the 
aborigines were armed with spears with light metallic heads; but 
none of them were obtamed. at | 

Their canoes are formed from the trunks of trees, carefully 
selected and seasoned, and scooped out by means of an adze, con- 
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sisting of a wooden handle with a sharpened metal blade. In 
Blair's time they are stated to have been excavated by the agency 
of fire. Some of them had strong outriggers for open sea naviga- 
tion, and occasionally lights were seen 3 or 4 miles from the coast 
at night, which were conjectured to have been given out by the 
resinous torches, which were found in every canoe. 

Hand-nets, and large nets with stone weights, were found in 
nearly every village, and in most of the canoes, The former were 
extremely well made; the latter were strong, and apparently de- 
igned for the capture of turtle. 

Their drinking vessels were either the shell of the nautilus or 
sone of the bamboo. Some of the latter are stated by Doodnath 
fewarny to have been several feet in length, with the inner par- 
— removed, and to be capable of containing five or six pet pa 

All that is yet known of their language is contained in the brief 
vocabulary published by Colebrooke, It possesses no analogy to 
any known living tongue, and was not understood by the savage 
taken to Culeutta, This individual sickened so suddenly and 
unexpectedly, that no vocabulary could be obtained from him. 
The opportunity now afforded, by the detention of three other 
members of the same race at Moulmein, of obtaining a more perfect 
ce has heretofore been possible, will doubtless not be lost 
aught of, 

The Andamans are now the penal settlement for all convicts 
ransported from India, and very recently they have been opened 
> colonization, under certain restrictions, ‘T entire absence of 
free labour, the extreme difficulty of clearing away the primeval 
forest, and the aggressive character of the aborigines, will p ent 
the latter ee from oes tuken advantage of for some time 

» come. Yet the extreme fertility. of the soil, the mild quality 
af the climate, and the advantageous position of the islands, will in 
time render them as valuable as some of the Straits settlements are 
at present. 

At all events, the standing reproach of so preat a scandal to 
humanity in the track of the commerce of one of the greatest and 
most frequented highways of the world has been permanently . 
removed, and the reclaiming of its wretched population from their 
fom ve and degradation is brought within the reach of the 
vhristian an 
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the philanthropist. 
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XI.—On the Trade of the Eastern Archipelago with New Guinea 
and its Islands. By Aurrep R, WALLACE, Esq., F-2.G.8., Ke. 
Read, January 13, 1862. 


Tux portion of New Guinea with which trade is regularly main- 
tained from the Eastern aig a extends from the eastern 
extremity of the great Geelvink Bay on the north coast in about 
long. 137° E. to very nearly the same longitude on the south coast, 
a little beyond the river Utandita, Besides this coast-line of more 
than 1200 miles it embraces also the large island of Jobie and the 
smaller ones of Biak and Sook to the north of it, the islands of 
Waigiot, Batanta, Salwatty, and ayes! at the north-western 
extremity, and the islands of Ké and Aru in the southern portion, 
These taunt are all inhabited by portions of the same great 
Papuan race, and are (with the single exception of the Ké Islands) 
eographically and zoologically a portion of New Guinea. | 
~ ‘The only articles of commercial value procured from the interior 
of New Guinea are Mussoi bark and wild nutmegs. From the 
coasts and islands tripang or béche-de-mer, mother-of-pearl shell, 
and tortoise-sbell are all produced in abundance ; and as they are 
all articles which command a ready sale, and at high prices, the 
trade is a very important one, The articles of less importance 
are pearls, birds of Paradise, sago (raw and in cakes), mats, palm- 
leaf boxes, and rice in the husk, or paddy. 
‘The destination of these articles is various, and but few reach 
Europe. ‘The Mussoi bark, which contaims an aromatic oil of a 
rather pungent odour, is sent to Java, where the natives buy it at 
a hig Pelee to rub on the skin asa remedy for rheumatic and 
many other diseases. It is probably from a tree of the cimnamon 
family. ‘The tripang or sea-slug is all bought up by the Chinese, 
who are the only consumers of this repulsive arGelbs The tortoise- 
shell is mostly bought by the Manilla traders, and I pre sume much 
of it is manufactured in the Philippines into combs and orna- 
ments, Finely-spotted shells with much white in them are very 
highly and command high prices. These the richer 
natives often keep in their houses as ornaments, and as articles 
lways convertible into cash. Some tons of tortoise-shell must 
produced annually on the coasts of New Guinea, and, ag 
worth here 12s. to 20s. per pound, it becomes of itself an. 
ohio trade. The pearl-shell and the wild nutmegs go all t 
Zuropean markets, Of the less important articles, the birds of 
Paradise are dispersed over the worl i me ares part, I believe, 
now to China. ‘The pearls—which are few, and seldom fine— 
are also mostly bought by the Chinese. ‘The sago and rice being 
very local productions, and the former being the staple food of the 
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surrounding districts, they are a great medium of exchange over 
all the Papuan countries, a little being also taken to Ternate. 
The mats and palm-leaf boxes are in great demand all over the 
Moluccas. 

The goods with which these various products are purchased are 
not very diversified, the principal being bar-iron, calico, and thin 
red cottons from England, choppers made in Singapore or Macassar, 
Bugis cloths, cheap German bee and Chinese plates and basing, 
brass-wire, white and coloured beads, and silver coins. Arrack is 
indispensable in some districts, opium in others; but these are not 
in such general demand as the preceding. 

The trade is mainly carried on in native prahuws, a few small 
schooners only being now engaged in it from Ternate, Menado, 
Amboyna, and Macassar. They, however, form quite an unim- 
portant feature in the trade of New Guimea, which is eesentially 

A Malay prahuw is a vessel so unique as to deserve a brief 
ae area It is a short vessel with bow and stern nearly alike, 
The deck (when it has one) slopes down towards the bows. The 
mast is a triangle, and consequently wants no shrouds, and, bein 


low, carries an immense yard much longer than the vessel itself, 
which is hung out of the centre, and the short end hauled down 


os a oh PA tal heya veh slopes upwards to a con- 
erable tf A full-rigged prahuw carries a smaller similar 
sail abaft, and a bowsprit and » It has two rudders, one on 
each quarter, with a window or opening on each side for the 
tillers considerably below the deck. These vessels can only sail 
% points from the wind (so that it is impossible to make any 
pe by tacking when the wind is ahead), afd seat their voyages 
only with the favourable ae eae eae therefore, gene- 
ally but one voyage a year. They are of all sizes, from 1 to 
100 tons’ burden, and are built—some with regularly nailed 
planks, some fastened only with rattans—but so ingeniously and 
ee very well to stand a sea-voyage. When I first went 
from Macassar to New Guinea, a distance of 1000 miles, a 
smal! prahuw of about 10 tons which had not a single nail in its 
whole structure kept company with us all the way. The largest 
prahuws are from ia we and the Bugis countries of Celebes 
and the island of Boutong. Smaller ones in great numbers sail 
from Ternate, Pidore, East Ceram, and Goram, which I shall 
have occasion again to allude to, 

I will now give a short notice of the chief districts of New 
oe a its bag. oe the most important particulars re- 
ating to the trade carried on there, and ondition and ch 
aie of the inhabitants, aa gt 

Great Geelcink Bay—The centres of trade for this district are. 
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i Me pe the little island of Roen. The inhabitants of the 
mainland and of the island of Jobie are very ferocious. At Jobie 
vestels at anchor have been attacked, and sailors on shore have 
_ -frequentl murdered. A schooner from Ternate comes 
year to Roen and the district of Wandamen, at the head 
of t e ints to load Mussoi bark, which is found here only. One 
or two prahuws from Ternate also along the coast of Jobie and 
round the bay, buying toriiseaball and tripang. The natives of 
Dorey, in small boats, visit Mafor, Sook, and Pa Biak, and the west 
= of Jobie, buying tortoise-shell, birds of Paradise, and crown- 
ns, which they sell to the traders who touch at Dorey. The 
A rabitants of Dorey, Roen, and some of the other coast villages 
have a little sprinkling of Malay blood, are beginning to use 
clothing, and aad ie ae the first step in civilization. Jobie is 
celebrated for its birds of Paradise, the only product of its inte- 
rior, Dorey produces rice, which the hare Als take to Salwit 
and exchange for sago. The Dorey people also go to Amberbaki, 
100 miles westward, to buy vegetables and birds of Paradise, for 
which that village is celebrated. | 
Saleatty and Waigiod.—Salwitty 1s a great sago country, sup 
lying all the neighbouring districts with this necessary of life, 
Te is the centre of the trade of the western extremity of New 
Guinea, a Bugis trader having an establishment in ‘the chief 
- ure of Semeter, and most of the trading prahuws and schooners 
ching there. ‘ortoise-shells, pearl-shell, and tripang are pro- 
anted: in great abundance on the shoals and islands round aboat, 
and the coast of New Guinea to the eastward produces the 
ow seat no ge and soedeseaasirg of birds of Paradise. 
but few inhabitants, and no i indigenes, 
ehh SE ete for for its deep inlets and narrow, rocky channels, 
but imperfectly represented on the charts, The village of Wai- 
gioti is suse hero of the deepest inlet, and, being the 
only of the ucing sago, is much resorted to. 
Pearl shell is also found Aang 





The productions of WaigioG are taken either to Salwitty or to 
Tidore, few trading prahuws visiting it. The inhabitants of all 


this presse a of New Guinea may be divided into two classes: the 
who have more or less mixture of Malay blood, are 
oats nominal Mahometans, build their houses on stakes in the 
water, and occupy themselves almost eutirely with fishing ‘cree 
secondly, the inland people, common! sities as Alfurus, ¥ 
of more pure Pa blood, live on the mountains, cultivate vege- 
tables, and catch birds of Paradise. They are considered as 
inferiors, and almost as slaves, by the coast people, and have in 
almost every district a distinct language, w @ coast people 
from Dorey and the islands of the Great Geelvink Bay to Salwatiy, 
VOL, XXXII. 
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Waigiot, and Myzdl, all speak the same language—or so nearly 
heme that they can understand one another. In their villages 
one always finds some people who can speak Malay, which is 
lly quite unknown to the Alfurus, The inhabitants of 
Waigion have slaves who cultivate their vegetable grounds, but 
they have been originally brought from] the mainland of New 
Guinea, and are not true indigenes. They now speak the same 
language as the coast people. 





‘The districts south-east of Salwitty and the coasts of McLuer 
Inlet produce abundance of wild nutmegs, and a schooner comes 


annually from Ternate, and generally obtains a full cargo of 
them. The natives of this part are dangerous. 

Muys0l or Misool_—This island produces a great deal of say 
and Mussoi bark, and abundance of tripang, with tortoise-shell, 
pearls, and birds of Paradise. A number of Goram and Ceram 
prahuws viet it annually to load cago, which they take to Ternate. 
The largest village is Lilinta, on the south coast, in the chief sago 
district, The inhabitants of the coast are Mahometans, governed 
by native rajahs, and speaking the common North Papuan lan- 

uage. In the interior are true indigenes, having a very distinct 


' : This island ig mountainous, but not very lofty, The rocks are 
sandstones and limestones. One of the latter much resembles 
hard chalk, and contains flints and belemnites. If geologically 


ae ompiee with the Cretaceous formation, it is the only in- 
stance 1 am acquainted with of true secotidary strata occurring in 


the Moluccas or New Guinea. I have before only met with 
highly crystalline rocks, volcanic, coralline, or alluvial formations. 
_ Coast South of MeLuer Inlet—The peninsula south of MeLuer 
Inlet is known to the native traders by the name of Pap 

Onen.. The people of Goram chiefly trade there; but the natives 
are very treacherous, and, when not satisfied with the barter offered 
them, will frequently attack and murder the traders, On the coast 


are a few villages of Mahometans, who are also subject to constant 
attacks of the indigenes of the interior, ‘The: netions are wild © 


nutmegs and Mussoi bark, in small quantities, with the usual tortoise- 
shell and tripang on the coasts, 

Farther south from Adie Island to Utandéta is the Papua 
Kowiyei of the traders. The Goram and Bugis traders have 
almost the monopoly of this district, which produces much Museoi 
bark, with the other usual products, and iscelebrated for the number 
of lories, cockatoos, and other birds procured there. Even these 


are not of trifling value, as every prahuw returning from any part of 
some 


New Guinea is sure to bring | dozens or scores of them, and 


vy all cell readily in the ports of the Moluccas at from 2s. to 10s, 


each, or even more. Many hundreds—I might perhaps say thou- 
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sands—are brought from the Papuan countries every season, yet 
the supply seems never equal tothe demand, ‘The natives of many 
parts o dhisiebeat-a0'also very dangerous. 

While | was at Goram (in May, 1860), the crews of two pra- 
huws, including the Rajah’s son, were attacked in this part of 
New Guinea, in open day, while bargaining for some tripang, and 
all murdered except three or four, who escaped in a small boat 
and brought the news. The shrieks and lamentation in the village 
when the news was brought were most distressing, almost every 
house having lost a relation or a slave. 

Farther east than Uta, as well as the eastern parts of the Geel- 
vink Bay, go by the name of Papua Talanjong, or * Naked Papua,” 
because the natives are absolutely without clothing, or any apolory 
for it. These parts, however, are seldom visited. ; 

The Ara Isiands.—Of all parts of the New Guinea district, the 
Aru Islands are the most productive. ‘Ten or twelve of the langest 

a full cargo of pearl-shell, tripang, and tortoize-chell. Besides 
these, scores of smaller boats flock there from Goram, East Ceram, 
Banda, and Amboyna; while the natives of Ké, of Temimber, of 
. Babber, and of some parts of New Guinea, come there as to a fair 
to dispose of their products, or to fish for the supply of the traders, 

The village of Dobbo, on one of the western islands, ia the centre 
of the trade, where the large prahuws are hauled up and repaired, 
smaller ones being sent among the islands to collect produce. The 
village is situated on a narrow spit of sand, on which are crowded 
three streets of rude thatched houses, while a larger population live 
in their boats or under mats on the beach. In the height of the 
season [ calculated that Dobbo contained 1000 inhabitants—some 
from almost every chief island in the Archipelago. Chinamen from 
Macassar opened stores, tempting the motley population with gaudy 
china, glass, and trinketa Even the Europea luxuries of sugar, 
biscuit, preserved fruits, and wine, were to be obtained in emall 
quantities, but at very moderate prices, and there wag generally no 
advance made on the Singapore or Macassar rates, the dealers: 
trusting to the profit obtained on the produce taken im exchange 
ss ope native buyers. OE oe eceinikis (i 
whie Bugis are very expert) took place almost every evening 
in the widest part of the street; and though quarrels sometimes 
oecur and creeses are drawn and used, yet, considering there is no 








a 


government, and the mixture of races and re 


crowded to- 
ther, all eager for gain, order and harmony generally prevail. 
This is in part due, wever, to a Dutch, Kerry: pre 
aunual visit for a few days to hear and decide disputes and punish 


Aru is one of the places in which ich arrack is 
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purchase produce. A native who has accumulated a good lot of 
tripang or pearl-shell, besides the cloth, crockery, and ironware, 
vill alwaya have one or two cases of arrack (of about 7 gallons 
each) in payment. He then calls together his particular friends 
and has.a grand drin ing bout, which continues day and night till 
the whole ts finished. During these orgies they frequently break 
or burn half their scanty moveables, or even pull their own house 
down about their ears, of course fighting occasionally ; but, as the 
women remove all weapons, lives are seldom lost. 

The natives with whom I resided in the interior boasted of these 
exploits, payin they did not do things by halves, and that they 
would rather have no arrack at all than not enough to get tho- 
sr ad well drunk while they were about it. | 

_ Owing to the great competition in Aru, articles are sold very 
cheap, and a high price given for all native produce. It thus 
happens that these remote and savage islanders obtain calicoes, 
handkerchiefs, and other articles, which are to them more orna- 
ment than clothing, at a far cheaper rate (estimated in labour) than 
the inhabitants of the towns where they are made, or the workmen 
who produce them. "This is one of the anomalous results of that 


Immense commercial and manufacturing system of which we are so » 


Rice and whose continual increase we look upon as an unmixed 
leasing to mankind. 
The trade of Aru is perhaps more considerable than that of any 





other part of the Papnan district. In the year 1857, when I visited 
the i there were 15 large prahuws from Macasear, and tied 


than 100 small ones, of various sizes, from Ceram, Goram, and the 
Ké Islands. The Macassar cargoes were worth about 200,000 
rupees (15,0002), and the small boats about 50,000 rupees mores 
The great bulk of this consists of pearl-shell and tripang, all other 
articles of produce being in much smaller quantities, The Goram 
and Ceram men bring cargoes of sago-cakes, which the natives of 
Aru cagerly buy; and there are many natives of the island of 
Agen who forte themselves to fishing, while the inhabitants of 
the interior bring large quantities of sugar-cane, plantains, and 
other eee Dobbe, therefore, is well pean rear provi- 
sions, and 1s on that account a much more agreeable residence than 
any other part of the Papuan district, where provisions are very 
2a and the obtaining anything to eat is a daily-reeurring 
roblem. > 
- Several of the villages of Aru are Christian, and have native 
echoolmasters from Amboyna: others are Mahometan: while the 
natives uf the interior have nothing that can be called a religion. 
nei _sangleg foe Case < the far east, the latter are the most 
industrious of the three, and are therefore the least miserable, 
hy far the most pleasant to reside with. emotes an 
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- Ké Islands.—The natives of Ké are the boat-builders of the far 
east. Several villages are constantly employed in ths work, in 
which they are unequalled in the Archipelago. Their forests pro- 
duce excellent timber of many different kinds; and the workmen 
are so expert in the use of the axe and adze, that with these alone 
they dae vessels of admirable form and most excellent work- 
manship, In agood Ké prahuw the model is perfect ; the planks 
are as smooth as if planed, and fit together so exactly that from 
end to end a knife cannot be inserted between them. The planks 
are all cut out of the solid wood, with a series of projections fer 
~ a to sic the inner oe are eae i es . 
[he planks are all pegged together along the edg with pins of 
hard wood, so that tas injouible they ca spring. After the 
first year the rattan-tied ribs are gen ce by mew ones, 
fitted to the planks and nailed, and the vessel then becomes fully 
equal to those of the best European workmanship. The Papu 
traders and the natives of Goram and Ceram all buy their 

and small boats at Ké, and eee one fine echooners have been 


built there. Very excellent ship-building timber may be ec yuh | 
here at cheap rates—muskets, gongs, and cotton cloths being the 


principal articles taken in exchange: good carpenters’ tools are also 

much appreciated. Besides boats and timber, cocoa-nut oil is the 

chief export of the Ke Islands. The original inhabitants of Banda 

have emigrated to Ké since the Dutch took possession of that island, 

and they now inhabit separate villages, having preserved their 
sage, and are known as Ké Banda people. 

Retween Ké and Ceram are a range of islands, inhabited by 
natives of Papuan race, but becoming lighter in colour as we 
approach Ceram. About midway is Teor, a small hilly island 
inhabited by a fine race of brown-$kinned frizz haired people, who 
cultivate vegetables and seek tortoisesbell, which they bring in their 
little open boats to Goram and Ceram, The Matabello Islands 
are raised coral reefs, 300 to 400 feet high, covered with fruit-trees 
and cocoa-nuts, from which the natives manufacture oil, which is 
the principal article of trade. They are wealthy, the women all 
wearing massive gold earrings, and the chiefs dressing on state 
occasions in flowered satin gowns and scarfs. In their villages, 
too, are dozens of small brass guns, which must have cost a great 
deal of money ; yet their houses are most miserable and filthy, and 
their food most precarious and scanty. Cocoa-nuts and oil-refuse, 
with an occasional sago-cake, form their principal subsistence, and. 
cutaneous diseases, as the necessary result, everywhere abound. 

A little farther to the north-west is the Goram group, consisting 
of three islands, and very thickly inhabited by a race allied to the 
Ceram Malays. They are the great traders of the far east, visiting 
all the coasts aud islands of New Guinea, and sellmg the product 
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of their voyages to the Bugis and Chinese traders, who have their 
Coan a rte ia Bilenta, in the epriggrn aein Islands. In 
heir Yoyages they are most enterprising; in other respects very 
inactive and lazy, aepantbas for food saps entirely on the: labotas 
of their Papuan slaves. Many of the inhabitants are much addicted 
to opium-smoking. The only manufactures of Goram are coarse 
mat sail-cloth, a little cotton, and ornamental boxes made of sago- 
ith and pandanus-leaves, which are much esteemed all over the 
Destitess'ts clothos-boxca. The Goram men visit Banda, Amboyna, 
and ‘Ternate ; but seldom extend their voyages farther, as the 
acm traders give them a good price for their tripang and tortoise- 


The great “rendezvous” for the New Guinea traders is Kilwaru, 
4 little island scarcely 50 yards across, situated between Ceram- 
laut and Keffing. On both sides of it is a good anchorage in all 
weathers, which is probably the reason why it has been chosen. 
Though scarcely raised above high-water mark, and with not two 
acres of surface, it possesses wells of very good drinking water—a 
fact which I could hardly have believed had 1 not examined it 
myself. When I visited Kilwaru there were a native schooner 
from Baly, and several Chinese and Bugis prahuws from Macassar, 
in the harbour; and there were stores open on shore, in which 
altnost every article requisite for New Guinea trade could be pro- 
cured, er tea, colfee, rice, arrack, and wine were also to be 

urchased here, and a large assortment of cotton-eloths, both of 

-uropean and native manufacture, as well as muskets, gunpowder, 
china, crockery, German knives, opium, and tobacco. 

‘Bago se so intimately connected with the trade of New 
Guinea, and forming the staff of life for so large a portion of the 
natives engaged in it, a short account of ite growth and manu- 
facture may be appropriately given. 

The sago-tree isa palm, thieker than the cocoa-nut-tree, but not 
a0 tall, with immense spiny leaves, which completely cover the stem 
till it bas arrived at a considerable age, when the lower ones rot 
and fall off, leaving the bare stem. It has a creeping root, or 
rhizoma, like the Nipa palm, and bears an immense terminal spike 
af flowers at about ten or fifteen years of age, after which the tree 
dies, being thus allied to our annual and brensia! plants, and to 
the aloe. It grows in swamps or in ewampy hollows on the rocky 
slopes of hills, where it appears to thrive equally well as when 
exposed to the a influence of salt or brackish water. 

‘The midribs of the leaves form one of the most useful products 
of these lands, supplying the place of bamboo, to which, eae 
same they are superior. These midribs are 12 or 15 feet 
long, and often as thick as one’s leg at the base. They are very 
light, consistmg entirely of a firm pith, covered with a hard brown 
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ekin, Entire houses are built with them. They form admirable 
roofing poles for thatch; split and well supported, they make 
flooring; and when chosen of equal size te te egaed together, 
they form excellent walls and partitions to framed wooden houses ; 
carefully =plit and shaved smooth, they are formed into boards, 
with pegs cut out of the hard skin, are the foundation of the 
leaf-covered boxes of Goram and New Guinea, All the inseet- 
boxes I have used in the Moluccas are thus made in Amboyna; 
and when covered with paper inside and out are quite Me 
enough, exceedingly light, and carry insect pins remarkably well. 
"The leaflets of the sago folded and. tied side by side on the smaller 
midribs, or to strips of bamboo, form the “attap,” or thatch, in 
universal use; while the product of the stem is the daily food of 
some hundred thousands of men. 

When «ago is to be tnade,ia fall-grown tree is cut down and 
cleared. of leaves, and a broad strip of bark on the upper side is 
taken off, exposing the pith, which is of a rusty colour near the 
base, but pure white higher up, as firm as a dry potato, but with 
woody fibres running through the substance and branching in every 
direction, about a quarter of an inch apart. The pith beaten 
into powder by means of a hard and heavy piece of wood, with a 
bit of quartz or flint fixed into the end. At each blow this cuts 
away a narrow strip of pith, which falls down into the hollow 
cylinder formed by the trunk, and 1s packed into baskets, made of 
the sheathing bases of the leaves. It is then carried to the nearest 
water, when a-washing-machine is constructed, com entirely 
of the tree itself, with strainers of the cloth-like s eaths of the 
cocea-nut leaves. Successive washings dissolve and Lay away 
all the starchy matter, which aetslen in: are bollowe rmed in the 
water-troughs, This is packed cylindrically in sago-leaves, and is 
the raw sago of commerce. 

Raw sago, simply boiled with a little water, forms a thick starchy 
mass, called “ papéda,” eaten with chop-sticks, in the Chinese 
fashion. More commonly, however, it is baked into cakes, in 
small clay ovens, containing six or eight 
vertical slits, side by side, about three- 
quarters of an inch wide, and forming 
cakes six or eight inches square. This, 
is thoroughly heated over a clear fire, 
and the sago, first dried, powdered, and 
finely sifted, is filled into it, It is 
covered with a piece of flat sago-bark ouea 
for a few minutes, and the cakes are ; 
baked. ‘The hot cakes, with the addition of a little sugar or 
peed ecce e wreeable, something re bling maize- 

: When required to be kept, however, they are drie 
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several days in the sun, and tied in bundles, of 20 to 50 cach, 
when they can be kept for years. When thus dried they are very 
hard, ont Goes rough, like sawdust-bread ; but the people are used 
to them from infancy, and little children may be seen gnawing 
them as contentedly as our own with their bread and butter. 

It is truly an extraordinary sight to see a whole tree-trunk, 
perhaps 20 fect long, and 5 in circumference, converted into food, 
and with no more preparation or labour than is required to make 
Hour from wheat or maize. A good-sized tree will produce 
#0 tomans, or bundles of 30]bs. each: and these when baked 
will give 60 cakes, of 3 to the pound. Two of these cakes are a 
meal for a man, or about 5 a day; so that, reckoning a tree to 
produce 1800 cakes, weighing 600Ths., it is food for one man for 
a year. The labour to produce this is as follows:—Two men 
working moderately will finish a tree in five days, and two women 
will ak the whole in about five days more; but the raw sao Call 
be kept any time, and baked as wanted, so that we may estimate 
that in ten days a man may produce food for the whale year. 
This is, however, if he possesses trees of his own, for all are now 
private property, and poor men have to buy a tree for 5 or 6 
rupees.(about Ys.). ‘The ordinary price of labour here is 25 doits, 
or 4d.,a day; so that the total cost of 1800 cakes, or a year's food 
for one man, is about 12s, 

_ This excessive cheapmess of food is, contrary to what might be 
expected, a curse rather than a blessing. It leads to great laziness 
and the extreme of misery. The habit of industry not being 
acquired by stern necessity, all labour is distasteful, and the 
sigo-caters have, as a general rule, the most miserable of huts and 
the scantiest of clothing. In the western islands of the Archipelago, 
where rice is the common food of the people, and where some 
kind of regular labour is neces ry for its cultivation, there is an 
immediate advance in comfort, and a step upward in civilization, 
This limited observation may be extended with the same resulta 
over the whole world ; for it is certainly a singular fact that no 
civilized nation has arisen within the tro ics. That rigour of 
nature which some may have thought a defect of our northern 
climes has, under this view, been one of the acting cuuses in the 
production of our high civilization, We may, indeed, further 
venture to suppose that, had the earth nietiwhers presented the 
same perennial verdure that exists in the equatorial regione, and 
everywhere produced spontaneously sufficient for the sup 'y of 
mens physical wants, the human race might have seis for a 
far longer period in that low state of civilization in which we still 
fot the inhabitants of the fertile islands of the Moluceas and New 
rae scanty notes on the commerce of a very remote and.little- 
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known “si have been collected during three voyages to various 
warts of New Guinea and its islands. ‘They are offered to the 
Royal Geographical Society in the belief that no authentic and 
connected information on the st has yet been published, 
and with the hope that their erudeness and deficiencies will be 
pardoned. 





XIT.—Report on the Brazilian Province of the Parand. By the 
Hon. H. P. Verexer, H.M. Consul at Rio Grande do Sul, 
[Communisated by the Furrian Orricr.] 

Read, Febroary 24, 1862, 
Tas province was formerly the fifth comarca or co of the 
province of St. Paul, im bareitoeial extent comprising pee half 
of that province, but thinly peopled and much eee the 
Brazilian Law No. 704, of the 20th August, 1653, this division 
of St. Paul was formed into a separate province, under the name 
of the Province of the Parana. 

Boundaries. —The Province of the Parand is situated between 
92° and 28° of south lat. Its limits are not yet clearly detennined, 
hut it may be stated generally that it is bounded on the south by 
the province of Rio Grande do Sul; on the south-east by that of 
St. Catherine ; on the east by the Atlantic Ocean; on the north 
by the province of St. Paul; on the west by the provinee of 





_Matto-Grosso and the republic of Paraguay ; and on the south- 


west by Corrientes, a on of the United Provinces of the River 
Plate. The defined boundaries are those of the river Paranda on 
the west, the river Paranapanema to the north, the ocean on the 
east, and the river Uruguay to the south, Other portions of the 
limits are determined, but with regard to almost all the remainder 
there exist unsettled questions: even the limit with Rio Grande 
is disputed by the province of St. Catherine, which claims the land 
lying between the river Yguassi and atiasen'g 

Divisions —For judicial and ecclesiastical purposes the pro- 
vince is divided into four comareas or countics, viz. ityba, 

aut Castro, and Guarapuara. , ol 

Towns.—The chief towns are Curityba, the capital, situated im 
a central locality; Paranagud, Antonina, Principe, Castro, Gua- 
rapuava, Morretes, and Guaratuba. oe - 

Rivers.—The province of the Parani is well irrigated by rivers, 
the principal of which, according to their local importance, are the 
following: Rivers Parana, Paranapanema, Uruguay, Tibagy, 
Ivahy, and Yg “also the smaller rivers Itarare, Fiquiry, 
Pirapo, Yguapé, Negro, Cinzas, Jopim, Xe. There are, besides, a 
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vast number of smaller streams, The river Parana, which gives ita 


name to the province, and, after ae with the rivers Paraguay 


and Uruguay, forms the River Plate, may at a future time become 
variously available for purposes of commerce. It is at prenenp 
navigated without difficulty by canoes from the fall of Urubii- 
Punga, in the province of Bore nearly opposite the river Tiete 
in St. Patil, to the island of Sete Quedas (seven falls), the dis- 
tance being upwards of 90 leagues. The Sete Quedas is on the 
confines of Paraguay with the province of Matto Grosso, and 
from that point to the confluence with the river Yguasei to the 
southward the river Parani can scarcely be considered navigable, 
as the impediments are innumerable. However, below the 
pee until the junction with the Paraguay—on the authority 
of Azara and others likely to be well informed—it would appear 
that the river Parand is navigable for small craft, the diftculties 
diminishing as the junction is approached ; but it does not appear 
that any authentic explorations have taken place to ascertain the 
eapabilities of this river,* 

The Tibagy and Ivahy are navigable throughout almost their 
whole course by canoes, and are valuable auxiliaries to the pro- 
vinee, as, with the rivers Parané and Paranapanema (largely 
navigable, but with rapid current), they form a very available 
means of communication with the provinces of Matto Grosso (by 
the Yvenheima and. Brilliante), Goyaz, and St. Paul, as well as 


with Pa y: 

: The ‘Tikegy, Yguasai, Cinzas, and various other rivers in the 
Parana, are at the present fime very imperfectly known: it is, 
however, established that there are waterialls, ehallows, and im- 
pediments in the navigations, but no insuperable obstacles, 

On the Yguaseti, near its confluence with the river Parand, 
there is a fall lowering the level 170 feet, and impeding the navi- 
gation, and there exist others of less importance ; but canoes 
can trade along many eections. A principal obstacle to. the 
development of the river-navigation arses from the great falls 
(Salto Grande) of the Parani where, the river narrowing, the 
immense weight of water rushes down with enormous force, im- 
peding navigation, : 

Lakes.— There are no important lakes in the 1 ince + there 
are, however, several large estuaries of the ara, uch aa at -Para- 
nagué, Cananea, and Guaratuba: the first-named, reaching to 

* “ The Spanish officers appointed to determine the t -line b 1 the 

Possessions of Spain and Portugal in virtue of the Way or ee 
surveyed the Kiver Parand as high as the Tiete, as well ns the whole of the 
fan iy fas. chemet impetaataoene, The ress of Oe Iabous. y 
soi Ate Sir Woodbine Parish’s work On the Prev | hee Rie de la 
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Antonina, is suitable for shipping; the others for boats and 
fishing-craft. 

Ports:—Paranagus is the only considerable port in the Parana. 
The bay is entered by four channels, N., E., 5., and «.n, formed by 
the mainland and the islanda of Picas, Mel, and Oe The 
south-east and north channels are the most frequented ; the south- 
east being the deepest, with 24 to 4 fathoms at low tide. 

The city of Paranagua is situated on the south side of the bay, 
at about 30 miles’ distance from the entrance. The population is 
about 5000. There is here established (since 152/) a custom- 
house—the only one in the province—also an hospital, and various 
public departments. A captain of the port read idea at Paranagua, 
and for the service of the pilotage there are eight pilots; hitherto 









no public paver regulations have been framed, and the remu- 

neration received by the pilots is usually arranged by private 
esi of Paranagus is an immense extent of water stretc Ty 

northwards and westwards from the city; it is hout navi- 





le, and known to be deep in parts, but has never been regue 
y surveyed. There are many anchorages; the ag 2 
which for foreign vessels, next to those at the porta, are that of 
Quarantine and that near the Isla de Cotinga. The bay and 
river are navigable to the westward, about 100 miles to the port 
of Antonina, to which place there is an avefage depth of nearly 
16 feet water. The channel is buoyed. | 

At the port of Antonina there was created im 1555 an establish- 
ment for the collection of dues, and ep. Bene were Made to 
admit foreign trade. Since that period the port has much in- 
creased in importance, as it has been found that, Antonina being 
on the high road to the interior localities, by receiving and ship- 
ving goods at that port a troublesome ard my Pe land-carriage 
lebaeed Paranagua and Antonina is avoided. .An excellent road, 
now being formed, between Antonina and Curityba, will yet 
further promote the prosperity of the former. 

The bay of Paranagua receives many small rivers, some mavi- 
able for large craft, but almost all available for canoes for some 
= re ve principal are the Nhundiacuara, on which ia the 
town of Morretes, navigable for 7 miles from the bay ; the Guara- 
guassi (navigable); Guarakessaba ; Cachoeira (on which is.Anto- 
nina); Serra Negra; Tagagaba; and Sagrado. The hanks 
of most of those rivers are covered with excellent timber, which 
used formerly to be largely shipped at the various localities, but 
by a late local regulation the shipment ts prohibited except in cer- 
tain specific places. peter’ 

A canal is projected by the river Varadouro to eonneet the bay 
of Paranagua with that of Trapande, which is alzo a large sheet of 


/? 


, unk 
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water, and reaches to Cananéa to the north. Such a work would 
be extremely useful to the locality, especially in promoting the 
fisheries of the district—forming, as it would, a communication in- 
land between Paranagua, Antonina, and Morretes on the one 
side, and Cananéa, Xiririca, Iguape, and the river Ribura, in 
St. Paul's, on the other side. it 

The ers of Guaratuba to the southward of Paranarud is not 
available fo 


r foreign trade, the water on the entrance to the bay 


being from 64 to 7} feet ; but for fisheries it might be rendered 
useful, not only from its position and the quantities of fish there 
existing, but alzo from the excellent timber near thereto suitable 
for constructing boats, de. 


. The bay of Guaratuba receives the waters of the rivers Sio ~ 


dofio, Cubatio, Minas, Doce, &e. The river Sahy, which sepa- 
rates the Parana from St, Catherine's, also adjoins The bar 
seems capable of improvement. 

' At present there are no ports on the interior rivers where foreign 
goods can be received ; por can this be expected, as the western 
country is unexplored and almost unknown ; but there is no doubt 
that at a future time an interior commerce will take place,’ be- 
cause, as the Parana touches on Paraguay and the Argeutine 
Provinces, goods will probably be conveyed through the different 
Water-communications more cheaply to the western parts than by 
1 bia ai = tedious fand Lae 

Lopography.—The Parani rises ually from the Atlanti¢ 

Ocean in well-wooded and watered Si “! the heights of the 
Serra do Mar, which is the assumed boundary with the province 
of St. Catherine's ; from this an offset called he Serra Ne to 
the north of Paranagud, connects those hills with those of St. Pant's 
Passing to the westward of those mountains there is a 
diversified plain, in which the capital Curityba and the towns of 
Castro, pre Me and others are compri Passing still to the 
westward, the limits to which civilization has reached may be con= 
sidered the town of Guarapuava, and the colony of Santa ‘Theresa 
to the west ; from which points to the confines of the provinee on 
the rivers Parand and Uruguay there are immense forests. ‘The 
"eee beyond Castro to the north-west are also but little 
known. 
| The parts unexplored, comprising nearly two-thi the 
whole province, are understood to be peopl f by Serge te 
and to be thickly wooded with valuable timber. The banks of 
the _— are almost the only portions examined, and those very 
imperfe ipertect!y. | | 

_ Guarapuara.—This was an ancient Indian settlement: but the 
Indians have gradually become confounded with ecegeaca iri popu- 
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have married Indian women, and the general report is that they 
are good and faithful wives. *y aps 

Paimas.—This settlement is formed of the tribes of Viri and 
Conda. Half-civilized, it is maintained principally to protect the 
settled inhabitants against the incursions of the Tadhenia 

S. Pedro de Aleantara has been formed not far from the em- 
bouchure of the river Tibagy into the Paranapanema, The 
number of residents is about 00, but, more or less, 300 Indians, 
a from the wood visit the place. 

Pirapé is on the Paranapanema, about 40 leagues from the 
Tibagy. The settled inhabitants are less than 30, including 
Bares: but Indians occasionally visit the locality. im 

Vatahy is a military colony established. near the junction of the 
river Tibagy with the Paranapanema, for the purpose of attracting 
Indians and facilitating a communication with Matto Grosso. By 
‘the last accounts there were about 50 Indians—chiefly Coroados— 


there, but not permanently settled. 
S. Jeronymo was agreed upon in 1859 as a settlement for 


Coroados Indians; at the commencement of 1860, thirty-two had ° 
arrived, but [ have no later information. : 

Chagié was established at the same time, to remove thereto the 
tribes at Palmas, and to attract the numerous hordes in the neigh- 
bourhood ; this position, from its nearness to the forests and 
reported healthiness, being deemed preferable. 

It is also proposed to form in the south-west district two mili- 
tary colonies for the attraction of Indians and protection of the 
settled parts. These colonies will probably be formed on the 
rivers Jopim and epee: 

Santa Theresa.—This colony is well situated, high up on the 
river Ivahy, removed from the settled parts of the provin and 
on the — of the forests. “ From Santa Theresa peg eS 
navigable for canoes to the Paranapanema, through which a com- 
esiceation ‘s formed with the river Parana ‘The lands im ‘the 
neighbourhood of this colony are said to be very fertile; the 
principal productions being sugar Mare (used for makin spirits 
and coarse sugar), maize, rice, wheat, mandioca, beans, banar 
tobacco, and cotton, The value annually sold beyond the consump- 
tion of the colonists may average about 1000/. Santa Theresa 
was established in 1847 by the late Dr. Faivre, a Frenchman, 
with 79 of his fellow-countrymen; and although the original set- 
established, as will be seen by the adjoined data of the inhabitants 
it contained, viz.: in 1847, 79; in 1854, 94; in 1856, 190; in 
1857, 196; and in 1858, 200, Of those last mentioned about 
180 were Brazilian and the rest French. ae a 
_ Superaguy was established in 1851 by an enterprising Swiss or 


— 
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Frenchman near Paranagud, and to the northwards alone q 
coast district. The plan adopted 1 is to fix an equitable rent on 
land, and give the tenants option of at any time bece nin tro: 
prietors on payment of twenty years’ purchase. The pop atiog 
has been returned as follows in the years mentioned, Vines ip 
1854, 85; in 1855, 64; in 1856, 403; in 1857, 450; in 18 a 
496. Of the last-named number, 456 were Brazilians 
foreigners, ‘The population are employed in cul 
fishing, about half bar rofits phere the Noe — a 
The « exports amount to shin 20000. yearly. a 
es the colonics mentioned, there are various smalls 
ments off Germans and others in the Parand. The Ger 
the neighbourhood of the Rio Negro, an ancient ileal 
number about 350. The formation of various other volonies ig Pe, 
contemplated ; the most notable of which is that which the P 
vincial Government would establish at Assunguy, west of J 
gm The land is stated to be fertile, and is sold at rity part 
vento sar per 6 square feet, The province devotes 1000 
to promote immigration. ie 
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XI.— Notes on Cambodia, the Lao Country, §e. 
By M. Henri Movnor. 


[Translated from the original French, by Dr, Tuomas Hoporrs, 1.0. te, 
Foreign Beoretary.] 
Read, March 10, 1869, | re 
Brelum, among the savages of Stien, a 
11° 58’, m bong. 107? 12’, 15th 

My pean Mn. STEVENS, : ont 
Fon the last two months I have been in the forests: 
uncivilized inhabitants of Stien, in the latitude indented 
where I remained during the most favourable season for ec 
insects and land-shells. Although the | of Cambodia had gi iven 

me a letter, in which he ordered all the chiefs of the Sro ckhe er in 

the Cambodian villages to furnish me with the means of tr 
on my route, I had much difficulty in arriving here, b 
could frequently find neither buffaloes nor carriages in the 

through which we had to and because the Cambe 
the worst species of sblinadion the adh Like the ay th 
not to be roused from their lethargy pes 
but by the application tithe ates i Tha my 
ey, which lasted nearly a whole month, that is, “times 

. than it would have taken me to go on foot, On the 2 

uty, after having descended the great | of the Me 
Pinhalu, a village 9 miles from dha chp w. Int. 11° 4 
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r. long. 103° 3’, mer. of Parie), a3 far as Palomping, a town of great 
commerce, inhabited by Chinese and situated at the junction of 
the two streams, I ascended the great river of Cambodia, The 
water was still low, for throughout the country the rainy season 
was two months later than usual. The Me-kon is covered with 
islands, some of which are 8 or 9 miles in length, and more than 
a mile in breadth. Such is the large and ‘beautiful Isle of Ké- 
Sutin, where I arrived after a march of 5 days, You may imagine 
the size of the river, which I estimate at nearly 3 miles broad. 
Pelicans roam about the waters in flocks of 50 or more. The 
shores, especially where they are sandy, are covered with thousands 
of storks, sea-swallows, and other aquatic birds. The general 
aspect of this river, however, is rather melancholy than gay. This 
mass of water flowing with the rapidity of a torrent is, doubt- 
less, a very imposing sight; but that is all: only a few canoes are 
seen upon it, and its shores are almost deserted (the Me-nam is 
much more cheerful and lively). Thirty or forty leagues) to 
the north of the Ké-Sutin, on the confines of Lao, the rapids 
and cataracts commence. It is then necessary to leave the larger 
crafts to take to canoes, which, as well as the baggage, have ofter 
to be conveyed by men. ‘The current is so strong that, at some 
seasons, one can scarcely travel more than a single league a 
day, and occasionally (such are the windings of the river) the 
boatmen go in the evening to fetch their fire from the very 
spot at which they had cooked their nce in the morning. 
had a small boat and adetek but at every ers we could 
scarcely struggle against the current, and it required the greatest 
efforts fee ppailtiig tb the rushes to sree being Farstea 
hack. Eight days afer leaving Pinhalu we arrived at Pemp- 
ticlan, a oe Cambodian village, whence I had to continue 
the journey by land. There still remained 150 miles to travel by 
carriage, constantly in an easterly direction. The mandarin 
whom I found in the village, and who has been entrusted by the 
Government with the charge of all this part of the country, 
received me very kindly; and after two days I was prepared to 
proceed on my journey. On the first day our carriages were 
overturned, and it seemed as if it would be impossible to proceed. 
This happened in the midst of frightful bogs, and the carriages 
sank up to the asletrees, and the buffaloes up to their lome, 
Fortunately the following day the roads improved, but for 3 weeks 
together we saw only a few small rice-fields scattered in_ the 
neighbourhood of the tents, as: we were constantly travel: 
through a swampy plain covered with a thick shady forest which 
reminded me of the enchanted forests of Tasso, One could 
almost imagine that from each tree eome fairy being might issue, 
and easily conceive how the imagination of a pagan people, when 
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greatly excited, might convert these retreats of huge and ferocious 

ld bonets a the abodes of evil genii, Twenty times an hour 
the men who accompanied us, in addition to the drivers, were 
obliged to cut the branches or remove the trunks of trees which 
obstructed our passage, or to open up a new track. All the way 
since our leaving Pinhalu, the Cambodians were in a state of 
astonishment at seeing us directing our course to the Stien, and 
that, too, in the worst part of the year; for the rains had com- 
menced, and even those who reside the nearest to the Stiens dare 
not run the risk of going: and if 1 had not brought with me from 
Siam the two young men whom I had in my service, I should not 
have been able at any price to have induced a single person to 
accompany me. It was with very great reluctance that my men 
advanced, for, at Siam, Cambodia has, a terrible character for its 
unhealthfulness, Unhappily for my servants, as well as for myself, 
both of them were attacked with fever in the midst of these woods, 
so that until now, instead of having assistance, I have bad two 
patients on my hands, In passing through a village, of which 
two-thirds of the inhabitants were Annamites, a villanous set of 
people, I was in danger of being taken prisoner by them, and of 

nishing my explorations in their dungeons, where the only ento- 
mological specimens for me to collect are certain 6-footed animals ; 
but | are so large aud so fat that they are a treat to the 
people. The previous year the wagyons belonging to the French 
missionaries had been completely stripped, and the men who 
accompanied the caravans were bound hand and foot, and sent 
to Cochin China, I showed a bold front, dared them to attack 
me, and loaded all my firearms in their sight. ‘This exasperated 
them much; and for the two following daya I was so apprehen- 
sive of falling into an ambuseade, that I proceeded pistol in hand, 
and my finger on the trigger. My assurance had the desired 
effect, and 1 was neither stopped nor molested anywhere, 


Notwithstanding the fatigue, heat, and privations inseparable 
from such a journey, I was myself in very good health, I 
arrived on the 20th of August among the Stiens, at a place 
called Brelum, I found an outpost of Catholic missionaries atta 


to the Cochin China mission, and a few miles from the southern 
frontier of that country. ‘To have proceeded farther would have 
been impossible, for we should not have found the necessary means 
of carriage, or a farther supply of provisions. At this season of 
the year these poor savages have invariably consumed their stock 
of rice; and all they have to.subsist upon are herbs, a small 
juantity of maize, and the scanty produce of the chace, 1 there- 

accepted the hospitality offered to me of a kind priest, whose 
house was fortunately well supplied. In a week or two from this 
tine the rainy season will be over, cold nights immediately follow, 
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and. for many months nothing can be done with insects; but 
the birds will then have their turn, and I shall devote myself 
almost exclusively to them. My departure from this place will 
depend upon circumstances. I may, perhaps, be the bearer of this 
letter to Pinhalu; perhaps [ may be detained here for some 
months, in consequence of the bad state of the roads, and 
impossibility of procuring a carriage during the rice-harvest. If 
I were asked what are these strange people who live secluded upon 
the mountains and plains of Cambodia, which they seem never 
to have quitted, and who in their manners, language, and features 
differ altogether from the Annamite Cambodians and the Laos 
tribes, | would say I incline to the belief that they are the abo- 
riginal inhabitants of that country; and that they have been 
driven into the position which they now occupy by repeated 
migrations of the Thibetans, from whom the Siamese and the 
people whom [ have just mentioned are evidently descended, and 
who no doubt have one common origin, as shown by their features, : 


All the country from the eastern slope of the mountams of i 4 | 
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Cochin China as far as 105° of longitude (east of Paris), and from | 
the 11th degree of latitude as far ag Loo, is imbabited by savag 
tribes, who are known by a name which signifies Inhabitants of the 
Highlands. They are not attached to the soil, but are continually 
moving about. ‘The villages are, for the most part, in hostility 
with each other: they do not fight in troops openly, but rather 
seck to make attacks by surprise. ‘The prisoners whom they take 
are sold as slaves to the Laos. Their only weapon is the arbalet 
(or cross-bow). It is of extraordinary atrength, and they use it , 
with great dexterity; but seldom at a longer distance than 20 ee 
paces, They do not use poisoned arrevs, grits in hunting large = 
animals, such as the clephant, rhinoceros, buffalo, and wild OX. a 
The smallest poncture is sufficient to cause death, and it seldom 
happens, if the poison be fresh, that the strongest animal after 


receiving the wound has power to go more than 50 paces before : 
it falls. “They then cut out the poisoned part, and slightly roast the 
animal without skinning or catting it up, that it may keep the better, a 


After this is done, all the inhabitants of the village are called by 
the blowing of a trumpet, which may be oeard toa great distance, to 
receive their share. the most perfect equality and fraternity exist in 
these little communities, and those who advocate all things in common 
would be surprised to find all their theoretical doctrines carried mto 
practice, and productive of mothing but misery, here at least. — 
The strongest European could not bend the bow which one of — 

the weakest of the Stiens would draw without pages euch is the 


result of habit. ‘The Stiens are not altogether without agricul- 
ture, They cultivate rice, water-melons, gourds, bananas, and a 
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few fruit-trees. Their rice-plantations are kept in the nicest order, 
but the greater part of the work is done by the women. During 
the rainy season the men seldom go out, on account of the leeches, 
which multiply to such an extent in the woods as to render them 
inaccessible. They keep tu their fields, in which they build huts 
of bamboo; but when the harvest is over, and the iy aca 
returned, they give themselves wholly to fishing and | unting, 
They never go out without a basket at their back, and in their 
hands their bow and a bamboo stick with a large blade of a knife 
fixed at the end of it. They forge nearly all their instruments 
from iron ore, which they procure from Annam or Cambodia. 
Although they know how to mould and burn earthen vessels, they 
: aay sank their rice, their vegetables, and even their meat, m 
Sahios. All the clothing which the Stiens wear is a piece of 
cloth a hand-breadth wide, which is applied as a bandage, and 
more or less hides their nakedness: these bandages are woven by 
the women. They are of considerable length, and are worth as 
much as an ox a-piece, when fine, ' 
The Stiens are very fond of ornaments, and the women especi- 
ally always have rings made of thick brass wire on their legs, arms, 
cat fingers, and wear collars of glass beads round their necks. 
They have enormous holes made in their ears, in which they put a 
bone of some animal, which is often more than 3 inches in cireum- 
ference. ston wear their hair long, like the Annamites, and they 
keep it twisted and in form by means of a bamboo comb, They 
likewise wear in their hair an arrow made of brass wire, and 
ornamented with a pheasant’s crest. The Stiens have handsome 
and sometimes regular features; many of them have beards, or 
rather good moustaches and imperials, Boing quite isolated and 
independent in the midst of these forests, they scarcely recognise 
any other authority than that of the chief of their village, whose 
ower is ee hereditary. Within the last year or two the 
ing of Cambodia has occasionally sent the mandarin who lives 
the nearest to the Stiens as fur as their first village, and he has 
riven to some of their chiefs seals and titles of honour, hoping by 
these means to bring them gradually to subjection, and to be 
enabled at some future time to obtain slaves and ivory, Already 
there are some few who pay a small tribute to him every three 
years. Nevertheless, his emissaries scarcely dare to pass beyond 
the boundary, fearing the arrows of the savages ant ti fevers 
which prevail in their forests. ‘The Stiens have not the roughness 
of the stupid yet proud Cambodians, nor the refined eruelty and 
corruption of the Annamites. ‘They are the goodnatured children 
of the forest, simple, and even generous: their faults are such as 
are Common to all Asiatics, namely, conning, extraordinary power 
of dizeimulation, and idleness. Their passion is hunting, and the 
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more laborious work is left to the females. There is, moreover, 
another difference between them and the Cambodians, inasmuch 
sea is of excessively er occurrence rae ia h 
believe in a Supreme Being, but they only pray to the Luil Spirit 
that he may leave Sheth ta peace. The bury their deed na 
their dwellings, and cover the grave with a little roof of leaves, 
that the spirit of the departed may come and rest there, and eat 
the rice and drink the wine which they take care to place in small 
tubes of bamboo. They likewise place similar offerings beside the 
paths which were frequented by their relatives, as well as in their 
rice-fields, This custom reminds one of similar practices among 
the Chinese: “Come, poor soul,” they say, “ and visit us often. 
Here is rice to feed thee, water for thee to drink, a place for thee 
to rest, and arrows to shoot with.” They do not believe in the 

igration of souls, but they think that beasts have likewise 
souls, which continue to live after their death, and which wander 
about the places which they frequented when alive; therefore, 
when they kill an animal, they offer a little sacritice lest its soul 
should come and torment them, and they beg its pardon for havi 
deprived it of its body. In the ease of some large and formidable 
ammal, such as an elephant, the ceremony becomes important, and 
all the village take a part in it; and for several days songs and 
the beating of the tamtam are made to resound im order to appease 
the soul of’ his Majesty. 

The Stiens have many Pd selene The ery of an owl at 
night, the sight of a raven when they are starting for a journey, 
are bad omens, and sufficient to make them change their plana 
When any one is ill, they say that the Evil Spirit torments him; 
and to deliver him they set up about the patient a dreadful din of 
noise, Which dogs not cease a or day until some one among 
the bystanders falls down, as : in 





a syncope, erying out, ‘I have 
him—be is in mo—he is strangling me.” Then they question the 
person who has thus become aeagete They ask him what 
remedies will save the patient. What does the f vil Spirit require, 
that he may give up his prey? Sometimes it is an ox or @ pig; 
but too often it is a human victim also, in which ease a poor slave 
is seized without inercy and sacrificed to the demon. These 
miserable savages believe that the whites live in small corners of 
the earth in the midst of the sea; and such is their sinaplicity, that 
they often ask if there are any women in our country. If in joke 
we tell them that there are not any, and that if a man wishes for 
eatin he bacon out a few hairs and plants them, and that by 
the help of the sun they come up marmots,* they would be reaily 
to make the trial if they were not undeceived. 
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That of which, in consequence of the difficulty of communication 
and of the dread which the petty Cambodian and Annaman traders 
haye of entering their country, they are most in need, is salt. 
It is probably to this canse that the great number of cutaneous 
liseases which occur among them must be attributed. It is not 
without reason that their forests are considered unhealthy; the 
Stiens themselves often suffer from fever. Two French mission- 
aries, who like sentries occupy this distant station, have frequently 
been attacked with illness; and of the 10 Annamites im their 
company, two-thirds have been constantly on the sick-list. Never- 
theless, notwithstanding my toile and wanderings, my health 
‘continues excellent, and I have been at work with the hatchet as 
well as with the net. We are surrounded by tigers, rhinoceroses, 
buffaloes, and wild oxen; but these formidable neighbours cause 
more fear than harm. If they leave their inaccessible retreats 
during the night, the sight of the most timid man makes them 
flee at daybreak, and to come at them it 13 necessary to pursue 
them for a long time, or to lie on the watch for them at the pools. 

The fauna of this country differs but) little from that of Siam 
and of Cochin China. I have found many things, both good and 
new, and [ shall probably find them again at a future time, in the 
first-mentioned country. The bamboo-woods, which 1 had long 
neglected, have eczpecially afforded me an abundant harvest of 
long-horned coleoptera, of which | was deficient. We may prepare 
the day before for collecting them: all that is necessary for this 
purpose is to fell some of these trees by the sides of the paths, and 
leave them in an oblique position, their tops being supported by 
those of the neighbouring bamboos, On coming again at the 
hottest part of the next day, you are sure to find these beautiful 
insects cither hid near to the joints of the trees, or at work making 
holes in their trunks, | 

You will be much pleased, my dear Mr. Stevens, to learn that 
some very beautiful shells are to be found, and that I have endea- 
voured to obtain as many of them as possible. | 
_ When, and more especially how, 1 may be able to return to 
Cambodia, I know not yet ; and I dare not think of the difficulties 
which I shall have to encounter with the villanous Cambodians in 
he ere af my treasures. My insect-boxes will have a 
terrible joiting, enough to break my heart. I entreat you to join 
your prayers to mine that the beautiful collection which I have 
already made, but which I hope still to increase, may reach you 
safely; or that, at least, oF ah fs in a state to render 
some service to Natural History. These are the trophies which 
we poor soldiers of science obtain, and when we lose them, the 
pain is the greater because they have cost so much labour in 


anges of Chantabun, of Pursut, and of Tung Yai, ¥ 
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If the war with Annam cease, I may visit a corner of that 
country, and return by water to Pinhalu; but I have not much 
expectation of doing so. Those who may live will see. 

Commending myself to your kind remembrance, I bid you 
adieu; and from the midst of our Etat Major I wish you as much 
pleasure as I enjoy in the forest of the Stens. 

May God preserve you from their arrows !—Yours, &c., 

H. Movnor. 


(This enterprising, courageous, and industrious traveller returned in good 
health to Pinhalu in the evening of the 19th of December, 1859, and the 
next day added a short postecript to the foregoing letter, stating his plans for 
the future, describing the numerous packages in which his valuable collection 
was about to be forwarded, and the various difficultics, dangers, and losses 
Bo * pga of proceeding northward lebrated 

He waa then on paint « ing northward to visit some ce : 
ruins and return to Ban-kok.] 





Ty Dr. Nonros Saaw, Secretury to the Royal Geog, Soc,, ete, 
Khao Tamoune, Province of Pechaburi, Siam, lat. ~. 19° 4), 

long. x, of Greenwich 100°, 16th June, 1560, 
Srr,—Is a letter which I addressed to you in March, 1859, I had 
the honour of informing you of my having discovered two active 
yoleanoes in the Gulf of Siam—one in the little island of Ko-Mun, 
lat. x, 12° 34° 29", long. & of Greenwich 101° 41’ 2”; the other 
submarine, in lat. 11° 49’, long. 102° 31’—and of the probable 
existence of many others, of slow and latent action. | 
Since that time I have continued my researches and passed 
through Cambodia, from east to west and from south to north, up 
the Me-kon, near to the frontier of Laos, I visited one of the 
savage and independent tribes which live between these two 
countries and Cochin China; then, having crossed the Lake of 
Tonli-Sap, and explored. the provinces of Ongeor and Battambong, 
where there are superb ruins and a monument, the Temple of 
Onecor the Great, almost perfect, and such that the like is pro- 
basin of the Me-kon into. that of Menam, setting out from Battam- 
bong, and crossing to the west as far as Ban-kok. £9 
A slightly elevated plain, of which the inclination is eo small 
that during a march of a week to reach the summit it is quite 
imperceptible, separates these two hasins, A mountain chain, of 
which the principal summit at the south is 6274 English feet 
above the level of the sea, extends 5.W., and then §.8.W., jolt » the 





bably not to be found in any part of the world, I passed from the 
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eat chain of Korat, 4000 feet in height, runs from the west 
Rk. by 8, and gives ma branches to the provinces of Battambong 
and Ongcor Boreye, 40 miles to the north of Battambong, an 
turns round the province of Ongeor, where it bears the name of 
Mountain of the Somarais, We 

I lately sent to my family, after my return to Ban-kok, a long 
description of my journey, several drawings, maps, and plans, to 
be communicated to Mr. Arrowsmith, and which I hope you will 


15 


BAM. : 
Lam induced to call your attention to these wonderful remains 
of the civilization of a great people which has doubtless ceased to 
exist, and also to the whole of this basin, which is rich in woots 
‘and mines, and, although thinly inhabited, produces cotton in eufli- 
cient quantity for the entire consumption of Cochin China ; whilst 
the Great Lake is 20 immensely rich in fish, that it supplies them 

in large quantities to Cochin China, and also to China itself, 
The iron which abounds in this country is really of a superior 
uality ; and the Kouis, an ancient tribe, of a primitive race, who 
live to the west of the Me-kon, and who speak the same language 
as the Stiens—savages to the east—are industrious in working It. 
There are also many other mines rich in gold, argentiferous lead, 
and in copper, in the mountain chains to the east and west. The 
Pursut range produces the beautiful cardamom, which, when trans- 
pes, furnishes very fine stems, but, unfortunately, no fruit. 
Unhappily the greater part of .these mountains are dreadfully 
healthy, and none but the natives, and those who’ have worked 
there from their childhood, can remain even for a few days without 







Were Lower Cochin China opened up, and presenting easy 
means of communication, Cambodia wbald probably equal it im 
productions, and would surpass Siam, so soon as an enlightened 
administration should direct its certain advancement ; when, 
as is most to be desired, Chinese planters and active and indus- 
trious Annamites would emigrate thither. 

In two or three years one might completely change the face of 
the country ; and 1 would have you observe that it appears to me 
that nothing would be easier than to assume the protectorate, if 
not to gain the possession, of this country, I cannot now say more 
on this subject; but you know, Dr. Shaw, that I am, and always 
shall be, at your disposal, to give you all the further particulars 
which you may desire, 

The motive which now prompts me to write to you is, first, 
to announce that in the island of Phu-Quoc, or Koh-Tron, be- 
longing to Cochin China, and near to Komput, there are rich 





| mines of coal. I have not been able to go there, as the war has 
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having been taken by some objects of ornament made out of this 
mineral by the islanders, I succeeded in obtaining two specimens, 
which I sent, with other collections, to Mr, Stevens, © London, 
I wished likewise to tell you of several extinct volcanoes in the 
province of Pechaburi, which I am beginning to explore ; four of 
which I have ascertained to form a part of the numerous detached 
conical mountains, which are probably ancient craters of the great 
chain of Kaho-Deng, or Deng Mountains, which occupy all the 
centre of the northern part of the Malay peninsula, and are inha- 
bited by the Kariens, a primitive and independent race, which, 
like the Stiens and other mountaineers of this region, have doubtless 
heen driven into the mountains by the invasion of the Siamese, and 
are protected, by the inclemency of the climate, psi all the 
attempts which their neighbours may make to su jugate them. 
The mountains of this mee which stand most in advance are 
known in the country by the names of Makaow Khao, Panam 
Knot, Khao Tamoune, and Khao Samroun, The last two are 
1700 feet and 1900 feet above the level of the sea, and only a few 
eagues distant from each other, All these craters a to have 
heen originally upheaved, or craters of elevation, as Leopold Von 
Buch styles them, and to have risen from the bottom of the water, 
at a period when all this part of the country, 60 far as the great 
chain, which | have not yet been able to visit, was under the sea. 
Besides an immense volcanic cone, in part fallen in, and where the 

round sounds under one’s feet, each of the mounts has several 

teral mouths and an immense number of fissures and chimneys, 
or pentes in which the traces of subterranean fires are very 
evident. ‘They are entirely composed of trachytic rocks, scoria, 
lava, felspar, kc. The Siamese have made temples of the largest 
of these caverns, which are of great depth and breadth, and very 
picturesque. One of the caverns of Mount Samroun is quite inac- 
cessible, Having descended to the depth of 20 feet, by a — 
2 feet wide at its mouth, and shut in between the rocks, I found 


myself at the entrance of a deep cavern, but there all my attempts” 
i 


farther were defeated. At two paces from the entrance 


ee torch suddenly went out, my breathing was checked, and IP 


‘n vain fired several guns, in order to introduce air fit for respi- 

L intend, towards October or Sor ss continue my explo- 
rations and complete my acquaintance with the country, by starting 
on another sone for aeat and a half, to the pam of the 
Lao, that is to say, of Ban-kok, in the basin of the Me-kon, 
towards the frontier of China, Unless prevented by the inade- 
“ong Abe pene ae I hope to carry out this design, simply from 


rendering some further service to science. 
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Western Lao, State of Louang Prabang, Int. 20° 53',* 
long. 102° 35' 5", Ist August, 1561, , 
Is January last I quitted the Siamese province of Saraburi, 
where, during four months, I had been making active exertions to 
enable me to penetrate into Western Lao, so as to explore the basin 
of the Me-kon. Unhappily I was obliged to return to Ban-kok in 
March, after having proceeded 350 miles, and with great trouble 
and expense, to ata more protection than had Intherto been 
scoorded me, anda vort, to prevent the difficulties which the 
mandaring, no less qua and jealous here than in China, con- 
tinually throw in my way. In October, 1860, a letter of recom- 
mendation was given to me by the Krome Loucong Wongsa, who 
is considered to be the prince most favourably disposed towards 
Europeans, having the superintendence of all the country through 
which I proposed passing: this letter, however, proved to be any- 
thing but useful. Notwithstanding my entreaties and valuable 
presents, I could obtain nothing better; nevertheless I set out, 
determined to fight my way (if fighting were necessary) to attain 
my ends, 
1 had scarcely arrived at Saraburi when, seeing the inefficacy of 
my papers, I was obliged to change my tone of simplicity and 
oderation for one of discontent and threatening, alone understood 
here by those invested with a little authority. However, after a 
long delay [ at last obtained means of transport, and again reached 
Korat. There the same difficulties were about to recommence 
which before had caused me to return to Ban-kok ; but 1 now pro- 
fited so well by the lessons which had been given to the Chinese 
by our cannon, that I drew from the governor of the province a 
letter, no longer in emphatic, thouch insignificant terms, but so 
well written, notwithstanding ita laconism, that it was sufficient to 
enable me to traverse, not only without difficulty, but almost 
without expense, all the western part of Lao, from Korat to 
Louan Prabang. ‘Thus all the ministers united could not obtain for 
me sufficient protection so as to oblige their subordinates to grant 
me the means of transport for payment; and now a governor of 
& province obtains it for me gratuitously. Several diplomatists 
have pictured these men as being enlightened and full of benevo- 
lence—to them, it is possible, either from fear or the hope of gain: 
but, believe me, they are only a set of slaves; and, as slaves, they 






possess all the views which their fearful despotism can produce—an. 


extraordinary cunning, villany, jealousy, and sordid avarice—not 
to ention. baa still greater vices pit to the whole race, beyond 


and on this side of the Ganges and the Me-kon. As for the people, 





they are good, because they suffer. 


——— 
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T have found great errors in the best maps which have been 
published of all this sets of the country. | 
 T have traveraed three times “the Forest of the King of Fire” 
—Dong Phya Phai—which separates Korat from the ancient 
Siamese provinces, This thick jungle covers a space of 30 miles 
in length; that is to say, the chain of mountains which separates 
the basin of the site from that of the Menam, and which serves 
as an epaulement to the plateau plain which extends beyond to 
the mk sr north-east. ; : a 

After passing the mountains you come to # sandy, and generally 
barren plain, producing nothing but resinous trees of stunted 
growth, bamboos, underwood, and grass. Where the soil is 
richer, you generally find rice-fields and banana-trees. I disco- 
vered Ns pany iron and oligiste. In the bed of a torrent I also 
(liseove pal ap and copper in two different points. “This district 
is rich and abundant in precious minerals, but neglected or 


unknown until now, except by a small tribe of 400 or 500 Kariens 


we without doubt a remnant of the aborigines, who a short time 


reserve their independence, retired into parts almost 


ago, to gr : 
inaccessible, 30 or 40 miles to the east of the parts traversed 


by the caravans. Panthers, elephants, and other wild beasts, 
are the only inhabitants of this mountain, which the natives con- 


sider to be the sojourn of death, on account of its meet 


‘ Korat Ongeor Aithe of the Cambodians was formerly the bu 


wark of Cambodia on the north and west. A solid rampart, sup- 


ported by a large epaulement—the work of Khmer Dome (ancient 





‘ambodians)—-till surrounds the town. It is at present governed. 
by a Siamese mandarin of the first clase, a kind of viceroy. Tl 
ancient inhabitants have nearly di P ~d. and it now con- 
tains only about 300 descendants of Chinese, small resident mer- 
chants; 300 other individuals, who traffic about the country ; 
hesides 1500 or 2000 Laotians, Cambodians, and Siamese, who, 
like wolves or jackals which follow the armies or caravans, have 
come there from all parta of the kingdom, or probably have re= 
mained there after the wars of Lao and Cambodia, to ead a life 
more in harmony with their inclinations, in attacking travellers 
and Chinese merchants—a den of miscreants, void of all good 
feeling, with the exception of a small number. ans 
Two temples are found in the envir ne—which do honour to the 
founders of the Cambodian edifices—one of which is in a pretty 
state of preservation. veh architecture, workmanship, atl 
are alike; one would say that the same artists and workmen had 
made the plans and. put them into execution. Again you see those 
immense blocks, exquisitely cut, and joined together without 
cement, covered with chiselling and relievos. One of these temples 
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is situated at about 40 miles from the town, to the east, and is said 
sonal ieesagesee bed eet the other, only 9 miles to the 
east, is said to have been founded by the king, her husband. 
Much farther to the east they say others are to be found, but I 
have not been able to visit them. Want of means for the easy and 
advantageous removal of merchandise upon the Me-kon causes 
Korat to be the central market for all the eastern part of the 
tae gma they bring all the silk of Lao (Langoutis), robes, 
skins, horns of ivory, peacocks’ tails, &c., which the active Chinese 
merchants cell again with a good profit at Ban-kok (notwith- 
standing the numerous taxes they have to pay); having brought 
from thence cotton and other useful articles of Chinese and Euro- 
pean manufacture for the use of the natives. There generally 
= daily through the Forest of the King of Fire a caravan of 
from 100 to 150 buffaloes. With protective, instead of aggressive 
laws, an enlightening, civilizing, and honest administration, this 
commerce would increase threefold in a very short space of time. 
Notwithstanding the small population of the town of Korat, it is 
the chief be of an pone state, containing eleven towns or 
boroughs, chief towns of districts, and a great number of villag 
more or less populated, Fifteen days’ march conducts you ot 
Korat to Basar, on the borders of the Me-kon, under the same 
degree of latitude. 
_ My intention was to proceed to the north, so long as I could find 
means of communication, only stopping in the province of Louang 
te then to 7 : 7 eer bate dee as far as Cambodia. | 
ured elephants, and five days after—having passed through several 
villages peopled by the descendants of a Siamese colony hich had 
taken refuge there in time of war, passing continually through forests 
of resin-trees ay scattered—I arrived at Ban Prang, a village, 
= I rt 1 a tower in mins; also the remains of an ancient 
temple. I then arrived at Chaiayime, the principal Laotian 
town to the north, being the chief town of ie aha Here, 
to be rather a Laotian imitation than the work of Khmer Dome. 
The inscriptions of the temples in the province of Korat resemble 
those of Ongcor. Here 1 found, upon a block of broken slate 
stone, an inscription in Laotian characters, though inexplicable to 
the inhabitants of the country.* Here were, again, with some other 
a = mi and towers, at the foot of a mountain in the same 
istrict, the only remaining vestiges of that ancient civilization 
which I discovered in the north, “hil led me to suppose that here 
also were the limits which separate Cambodia from ‘lenge Thiane, 
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d ved during the last war which the Siamese raised against the 
Western Laotians, or White-bellies, twenty years ago. 

It was in this borough that I was stopped in my travels by the 
yulgar and insolent chiefs, who 21 Re ig give me on hire the 
means of transport, even after seemg my passport. I found that 
the people gave me a very different reception, which increased my 
desire to know more of them, and to traverse all the country of 
Lao; whilst the mandarin refused to sell me rice for my ides, 
who were, however, men belonging to the Governor of Korat, 
all the inhabitants came to accompany me, and showed their 
regret to see me leave discontented, and in blaming their chief, 
showing their sympathy by presents of rice, fruit, flowers, &e. 1 
had scarcely been a day with them, and I was already more an 
object of respect than of fear, At Korat it was still better: I hod 
all the population for an. escort. As soon as 1 reappeared, 
Chinese men, women, and children came out of their huts to 
<7 } Ae to the same cottage e aire wee ae 
heir hospitality, and pitying me for ving been obliged to sleep 
in the frets ta such fearful weather, During three days the 
heen so cold that the swallows had dropped down dead im the huts 
where they sought shelter. 

This bad weather had surprised us one evening im our bivouae 
near a marsh, where we passed a fearful night. The following 
day we reached a village which we would not leave until the sun 
reappeared. At Korat I met with a mandarin of the first class, 
one of the most civilized I had yet met with. He had the char 
of a pure white elephant, fattened in the Lao Mountains, for 
King of Siam: he offered me two elephants if 1 would consent to 
accompany him, one for myself, the other for my servant and 
baggage. ay shant followed his. The caravan was most im- 
posing. We had for an escort fifty soldiers on footy beside others 
on horseback, and followed by as many elephants at every station. 
I was provided with every comfort; nothing was wanting. At 
every halt the mandarin sent me refreshments; ducks, fish fruit, 
reserves, and biscuits; gave me eight. guards to wateh round my 
ae at night, and showed me every attention. In return 1 die 
covered to him, in the mountains, mines containing an Lmmense 
quantity of iron, copper, and even gold, which quite enchanted. 
him, as he was delighted to be able to give this information to the 
King of Siam. x 
The whole province of Saraburi was in motion to celebrate the 
arrival of this pee animal, called the white elephant, but only 
his eyes and the tips of his ears are albino. er of 
Siam was waiting for this strange divinity on the borders of the 
Malan beyoad Dong Phys Phai, with his court and more thas 
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1000 eleph You cannot imagine how this animal (I ask 
Reson. f the King of Siam for the expression) was fondled and 


ast The population of the villages made the path, 
swept it, made bridges to prevent his taking cold from wetting his 
feet, constructed elegant stables for his reception; and message 
after message arrived from the king recommending them not to 
travel too fast, in case of fatiguing him. But, alas! all these 
attentions were the cause of his death; the animal, still in a wild 
state, would willingly have exchanged all these honours for a little 
liberty, and the delicacies with which they regaled him for a few 
loads of fresh grass. All went on well as far as Saraburi, where, 
to please his Majesty, they gave him such a quantity of sweetmeats 

d pastry that he lost his appetite, began to swell, and died 
before he reached Ayuthia. | | | 

I now return again to Chaiamime. As I have already told you, 
this time I had letters from all the Laotian authorities ; the bes 
one cost me a gun, worth 3 or 4 francs. None of them, however, 
were of any use, except that which I obtained at Korat. The 
governor was obliged to grant me all I required, and his assistants 
trembled at my orders. ‘The people, as before, showed me every 
kindness, and after entertaining me three days I set out with 
elephants. ‘The same chain of mountains which forms the borders 
of the Menamlae, in the province of Saraburi, stretches on the 
one side to the southern extremity of the peninsula, running 
entirely through it; the other surrounds Cambodia as it were by a 
girdle on all sides of the gulf, and forms a lnndred islands. An 
accessory chain runs directly north, enlarging and extending to 
the east its longifications, which form a thousand narrow valleys, 
emptying their waters into the Me-kon. 

my second entry into Dong Phya Phai the rain had com- 

menced, and I was drenched by a most fearful deluge. The rain 
continued with occasional intervals of a few days; but this did not 
stop me, though I had to traverse a region still more feared by the 
Siamese than the Forest of the King of Fire, and where none of 
them willingly consent to go. e 

In this mountainous country only elephants are used in travelling ; 
every village contains a certain number, several small towns from 
OU to LOUO, I would willingly call them the frigates of the jungle 
and the tropical mountaina: without them no communication would 
be possible during seven months of the year; there is no bart, 
however fearful, which you cannot pass by their assistance. It is 
quite impossible for me to give you an idea of the roads, consisting 
of ravines, ruts of 2 and 3 fect deep, full of mud, at times causing 
the elephants, with their feet brought together, to slip upon the 
soft clayey soil of the steep declivities; then plunged up to their 
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middle in mire; shortly after upon pointed rocks, where one would 
imagine only a, rope-dancer could disengage himself; going over 
enormous trunks of trees, breaking down the young trees and 
bamboos which oppose their passage ; lying down go a5 to aid the 
cornacs in placing the packsaddles ; sounding with their trunks for 
the depth of the water and the mud, so as to ensure their passage ; 
always stamping and raising themselves without stumbling or making 
a single false step. One must see the elephant at work in his own 
country in his savage state, to have an idea of his intelligence, of his 
strength, his docility, and his activity, and of the admirable manner 
in which he brings into action all his articulations, of which we have 
for a long time considered him deficient ; and find that he is not 
what we would consider him—a rough sketch of Nature—an animal 
created to confound men’s imagination, but one of supreme per- 
fection, intelligence, goodness, and foresight. We must not, 
however, exaggerate his usefulness ; the packsaddles of the Siamese 
are also wanting in perfection : but the load of three small buffaloes, 
from 250 to 300 Ibs., is as much as I have seen the largest elephant 
transport with ease in the plain, as well as in the mountains, and 
18 miles the greatest distance he can travel with ease; with a 
moderate burden, 9 or 12 miles being the usual day’s work. A 
short time ago with 5, 6, and at times 7 elephants, I traversed that 
sea of mountains, and, from entering the state of Lao until my 
arrival at Louang Prabang, I have not ceased to climb and to 
descend a distance of nearly 500 miles. 

All this eastern part (with the exception of two or three savage 
villages and black-bellied Laotians enclosed in this state) is inha- 


hited by the Laos, or Laotian White-bellies, who call themselves 


Lao, and whom all the Chinese, Siamese, and other surrounding 
eople, only know by this 


ale, name. 
‘ne Black-bellies, or Western Laos, are called by their brethren: 


of the East by the name which at Siam and Caml they give 
to the Annamites—Juene, Lao-Juéne. ‘The only thing which | is. 
tinguishes them is that they tattoo the under of the body, 


principally. the thighs, and frequently wear their hair long, knotted 


n the top of their heads. ‘Their lancuage is nearly the ane, 
and differs httle from the Siamese and Eastern Laos, except int the 
cnunciation, and contains expressions no longer in use among the 


ormer. og 
L soon found that, but for the letter I received from the Governor 
of Korat, I should have had much difficulty with all the chiefs ; 
but it seemed now quite understood that wherever I passed 1 was 
to be provided with elephants, and lodged like a primes; aiM 
some small presents given to a few, and a small rec ce : 


‘oe 
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cornaea, drew to me quickly the sympathy of the peopl Most of 
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the villages are situated at about a day's journey from each other. 
You have frequently, however, to eae three or four days without 
eecing a single habitation, You have, then, no alternative but to 
ae in the jungle, During the good season it is charming, but 
during the rainy season nothing can give you an idea of the 
suffering which ttavellers support during the nigat under a poor 
shelter of leaves, hastily raised above a bed of branches, assailed 
on one side by myriads of musquitoes, then the ox-flies (tants), 
which at sunset, as though mounting upon an animal, attack man 
as well as elephants; small and almost imperceptible fleas surround 
you in swarms, the bite of which, being excessively painful, causes 
enormous blisters; then leeches, which on the smallest wound 
emell man’s blood at the distance of 20 steps, come out of the 
Spe on all sides with wonderful avidity to suck your blood. 

© cover the legs with a layer of lime is the only means to 
prevent them from covering your body when travelling; and you 
cannot go 20 paces into rather a thick forest without having very 
s00n at least 20 upon your feet hard at work. 

On the 12th of April I quitted Ban-kok, and on the 16th of May I 

arrived at Leuye, chief town of a district, rising at once out of two 
wrovinces, Phetchnboune and Lome, situated in a narrow valley, 
like all the towns and villages through which I have passed since 
[left Chaiamime. This is decidedly the richest district of Siam in 
minerals ; one of its mountains contains Immense beds of magnetic 
iron, of an admirable quality, others antimony, copper, argentifere, 
and tin. ‘The iron only is explored ; and this small population—one 
half agriculturist, the other artisans—furnish with spades and 
cutlasses all the surrounding provinces, even beyond Korat. At 
the same time they have neither foundries nor steam chimneys, 
I have seen a space of more than 150 miles containing iron of 
choice qualities; but this part only (as one may easily conceive) 
can be explored by the natives with the simple means ey possess, 
T have seen auriferous sand in several Aocalities but not in 
abundance; in some of the villages the inhabitants collect gold, 
but they informed me that they seareely gained sufficient to pay 
them. I have found no zetie anywhere, and liens is only to be 
found in the basin of the Me-kon, | 

_ During this journey I have passed through more than sixty 
villages, containing from twenty to fifty fires, and. six boroughs 
called towns, having a population of from 400 to 600 inhabitants, 
[have made a map of all this part of the country. Unhappily the 
greater part of my instroments ate now useless: thermon 4 
watch, barometer, and ty other instruments, all got broken during 
the sab Soa over the mountains. 
’ Since leaving Korat I have crossed five large rivers which fall 








‘nto the Me-kon, the beds of which are more or less filled according 
to the season of the year. The first is 35 yards wide, called the 
Menam Chie, lat. 15° 45’; the second, the Menam Leuge, 90 
yards, lat. 18° 3°; third, the Menam Ouan at Kenne Thuo, 100 
yards wide, lat. 18° 35’; the Nam Pouye, 60 yards wide, lat 
19°: the Nam Houn, 80 or 100 yards wide, lat 20°. The Chie 
is navigable from the latitude of Korat to ita mouth from May to 
December; the Leuye, the Onan, and the Houn are only 
rapids; neither does there exist any communication by water 
between the Me-kon and the Menam in Lao, or in Cambodia, 
The immense heights which separate them are here as it were 
‘nsurmountable obstacles for cutting canals, so that it is upon false 
‘nformation that some geographers’ have made their maps. I 
refrain at present from counting the rivulets or the torrents which 
I have secn and heard roaring upon the rocks and in the vales 
which [ have crossed; I have the names of about 50 which are 
never quite dry. The Laotians differ little from the Siamese, 
taking them all in all: the principal difference is that which dis- 
tinguishes the people of the mountains from those of the plain, a 
difference in pronunciation; a slow and country-like accentuation 
also makes a difference in their language. The women wear their 
hair long, which when combed (but this does not often happen) 
makes the young ones look more interesting than those on the 
borders of the Menam; they also wear a petticoat. The old 
women, however, with their horrible chignon thrown on in the 
most negligent manner upon one temple or the other, and with 
fearfully large wens, appear more like witches than women, 





looked in vain for that rein icity spoken of, or something more 


interesting. I have generally found the Siamese more frank, 
more generous, more confiding, and even more hospitable. 
A more enein d and adventurous spirit, however, chara 


the Laotian: a love of gain pushes him on to work, and expecially. 
to traffic. ‘The Siamese, bowed down by misery, never seeks Ba 





acquire an thing, In case of being altogether diapossessec 


Laotian, who, from policy, is governed with more humanity, is ready 


with his elephant or his pirogue (boat) to go anywhere when he 
a a recompence ; he is composed of good stuf, aarvel will gr 
ith you from the borders of the Me-kon to Nane, Lome, Chiang 
Mai, and even to Moulmein, Able administrators would deri 
much from him; whilst from the Siamese they would obtain nothing 
more than rice without much difficulty. : 
The commerce of this part of Lao is inconsiderable; the 
Chinese from Siam being unable to penetrate hither on account 
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- i geet on elephants. Once a y “A eens sates: sna 
unnan and Quangeee, composed of about | nhabitants anc 
some hundreds of mules; some proceed as far as Kenne Thao; 
thers reach Mount Nane and Chiang Mai. They arrive in 
February, and leave in March or April: for the last two years, 
however, they have ceased coming; and it is iy here that it is 
on account of the troubles and massacres which have broken out 
among the Lu, a Laotian colony, nearly in a savage state, which 
sists bes traversed before reaching China. Others suppose that the 
traders who have been in the habit of coming have been mur- 
dered on the way by the plunderers of this tribe. I am inclined 
to believe all their reports false, and think that the Chinese rebels 
have either plundered them or prevented their setting out. The 
mulberry-tree is not found in these mountains; but in some 
localities, where they raise a quantity of insects producing the 
laque or Chinese varnish, they cultivate a shrub the leaves of 
which serve them for food. 
All the gum benzoin or benjamin which is sold at Ban-kok is 
procured from the northern extremity of the principality of Louang 
Prabang, a district tributary to Cochin China, as well as Siam, 
inhabited by a pone rather Tonquinese than Laotian. The 
prince who governs the state of Louang Prabang pays his tribute 
to the King of Siam, principally 1 gum eoanie: the Annamites m 
their turn do the came. ‘This is all 1 can tell you at present of 
this valuable resin. 

On the 24th of June I arrived at Paklaie, lat. 19° 16' 58", the 
first small town which you reach on coming from the south; tt is 
the most beautiful little town I have yet seen in thiscountry. It is 
situated on the Me-kon ; the houses are beautiful, spacious, showing 
much more ease and comfort than any I have seen in this locality, 
The Me-kon is there much wider than the Menam at Ban-kol, 
and, with a noise similar to that of the sea, and the impetuosity of 
a torrent, it forces its passage between the high mountains, which 
seem scarcely able to keep it within ita bed. The rapids succeed 
each other at nearly a mile distance, from Paklaie to Louang 
Prabang, which you reach after ten or fifteen days’ painful journey. 
I was tired of travelling with elephants, and wished to have a 
boat; but the chief and the inhabitants of the village, fearing an 
accident, preferred Gonsinotings me by the elephants, I therefore 
continued my route as far as Thadua, 0 miles farther north ; and 
during eight days I passed as formerly from valey to valley, 

th igh 





crossing the mountains, which became higher and er, and 
where we were most severely treated by the leeches, but no Jonger 
obliged to sleep in the jungle, as every evening brought us toa 

it or a village, where we failsihlh a.cortvanes a pagoda, 
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From the mountains of Dong Phya Phai, until here, I have 
observed that all the inhabitants who drink the water of the rivulets 
running from the mountains are disfigured by enormous wens: 
the men frequently escape, but the women are all disfigured by 
them; even i of eight or nie Lig old have wens as large 
asan egg. I have passed through only one village where tiger: 
commit great ip a female had Taek killed, but the aah 
still remained in the neighbourhood, and in the space of three 
months had devoured fifteen buffaloes and three men. The greatest 
danger one runs in traversing these vast forests and these steep 
declivities is, that there are usually to be found among the elephants 
of the caravan one or two females, followed by their young, run- 
ning about like goats, eating a little here and a little there, and 
their feet wanting in firmness causes one at times to fall into a 
ravine; in a moment the whole troop throw themselves over 
after him, when men, merchandise, and all are precipitated to the 
bottom and broken in their fall. The only accident which 
appened to myself was when one of my elephants rolled down 
the rocks with his pack-saddle on his— and broke in 

jeces my instruments and other objects, at the same time throwi 

is cornac a distance of 16 steps; those of others, seized with 
fear on hearing the trot of a pony behind them, took fright, running 
with a velocity of which I could have never believed those animals 
capable, and roaring in the most tremendous manner—shaking me 
almost to pieces, and breaking a quantity of fragile objects. Since 
then L have had no other torments, except that of having my two 
poor men attacked with fever. | 

The shortest and easiest road to travel to Ban-kok from this state 
ia by Phixaie. After havi reached Faklaie, seven or eight 
march nones you to the firet of those towns situated upon | 
Menam. ‘There you take a boat; and, when the waters are large 
and the current strong at certain epochs, in less than fifteen - 
they will row you to. n-kok. I now reached Thadua, where for 
want of elephants I was obliged to take a boat: there only remained 
three days’ journey, and only four or five rapids to pass, not so 
re as those farther south, but sufficient to convince me that, 
far from having exaggerated the difficulties and dangers of the 
navigation, they had only given me a feeble idea of them. I think 
I remember, in a letter which I addressed to you on the “Stien 
savages,” from Cambodia, having described this river as imposing 
hut monotonous, and not in the least picturesque : here the differ- 
ence is very great; in its narrowest sep it is more than 1000 
yards wide, everywhere banked up by high mountains, from which 
I find the spectacle too grand, or, a3 you may Say, too constantly 
grand. You are also kept in continual emotion on going over the 
VOL. XXXII. M 
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rapids; one’s life seems to hang by a thread... The embarcation is 


drawn along from the banks by means of a cord, this being the 


only way to vanquish the extraordinary force of the current: were 
this cord to break, your boat would in a moment be inevitably 
broken to pieces; you would be carried away by the current 
and swallowed up in a Ree: A on pep ar sn 
more n every year: it is only during the mon f August, . 
tember, jal October, that the rocks are quite covered maps 
but this does not prevent those who live on the borders of the 
river from venturing from one part to another, when their trading 


| The Laotians of this part are cool and resolute; much more so 
than upon their Bees on the mountain, where a child might 
lead them. ‘The Laotian is well known upon those untamable 
waters, which would astonish even an old sailor; he braves them 
daily with as much calm as though they smiled upon him. On 
the 25th of July I arrived at Louang Prabang, a charming little 
town, standing on a square mile, containing a population, not of 
80,000, as Bishop Pallegoix says in his work on Siam, but of 7000 
or 8000 at most. Its situation is one of the most agreeable; the 
mountains which inclose the Me-kon above and below this town 
form here a kind of circular valley, a sort of amphitheatre 9 miles 
wide, which must formerly have been a lake, and contribute to 
form a delightful view, reminding one of the Lake of Como or 
Greneva: but for the sun of the torrid zone, or a breeze to diminish 
the heat of the day, this would be a little paradise. The town 
itself is constructed on each side of the river, though on the right 
bank there are but few habitations; the most considerable part of 
pi garb peo an gical more than 100 yards high, 

wl which a courageous, intelligent, and energetic people, like 
the Cochin Chinese, would have converted ices citnde ear 
would prevent the capital from being attacked by their neighbours. 
A pagoda is all they have thought of constructing on its summit; 
so that, but for a little fear on the part of the Siamese, and the 
mountains covered with jungle to traverse, this principality would 
soon fall into the hands of the Annamites, who are only at the 
distance of seven days’ journey to the east. A charming river, 100 
yards wide, joins the great river, on the north-east of the town; 
flowing near some Laotian and savage villages, here called Fie, 
These are no other than the tribes called Penons by the Cam- 
bodians, Khu by the Siamese, and Moi by the Annamites: names 
having no other signification than that of savages, The whole 
chain of mountains which extends from the north of Tonquin to 
vi ee eB China, 100 miles to the mouth of Saigon, is 
inhabited by this primitive people, quitd in a savage state, divided 
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customs are the same. ‘Their habitations are in the thickest parts 
of the forests, where they only could make a passage, and where 
they do not allow any path to be observed; their cultivated ground 
is to be seen on the sides and on the summits of the mountain: in 
a word, they employ the same means #5 animals to escape from 
their enemies and to preserve their liberty and independence, 
which they consider their supreme good. All the villages near 
the Me-kon are tributary ; those nearest to the town work at the 
constructions for the King and princes, and have heavy taxes to 
Pay others pay their tribute in rice. | 
Yesterday I was presented to the King, who received me with 
a great display of pomp and splendour; he was surrounded by 
mandarins and ill-clad en His Majesty sat upon a kind of 
etel-nu 


sofa-throne, cava the t, and making all sorts of grimaces. 
During the space of an hour he uttered about twenty eon wis 


were to ask me a few questions. I could not get off giving him 
one of my guns; and, after having received a cup of tea from 
his ruminating Majesty, I took my departure, having obt ined, 
however, the permission to circulate wherever I should think 


_ proper. The second prince recommended me not to go out of the 


town, assuring me that the woods were full of demons: he ad- 
vised me to make a list of the objects I desired, and to present it 
to the senate, who would try to procure them for me. ‘The prince 
also evidently wished to receive a present. 

I have collected in some good localities about 2500 insects, 
which will not fail to please you and rejoice your numerous friends, 
SE LEE lone such as I have sought for in 
vain in Siam and Cambodia, Jongicorn, and a quantity of earabi 
mostly new, and of an extraordinary beauty, and some good land- 
shells; but as yet nothing so fine as the Helix Manhutt or the 
Bulim of Cambodia. 

I wish to be of some service to the Societies more than to myself 
personally. You may well imagine that it is not the love of gain 
which urges me on in my researches ; it is not for money that [ 
would expose my life in those unhealthy climates, where, at almost 
every step you take, death stares you in the face, or support 
patiently misery and trouble of every deseription.* = 
I am, dear Sir, Xe. 














* M. Mouhot died at Louang Prabang on the 10th November, 1861,—En, 
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XIV.—Journal of a Tour to Karen-ni, for the purpose of opening . 


a Trading-Road to the Shan Traders from Mobyay and the 

adjacent Shan Slates, through that Territory, direct to Tungu. 

By Epwarp O'Riey, Esq., F.c.s., &e. FFith Notes. 

Read, March 10, 1862, 

Nov. 6, 1856,—Having concluded my arrangements for carrying 
out the instructions of the Commissioner of Pegu with reference to 
proceeding to Karen-ni, by a road to be opened through the 
Poung Loung Ranges, to the eastward of ‘Toungu, by which the 
Shan traders from Mobyay, Monay, Mokemai, and the other 
contiguous Shan States, will be sable) to bring their trade direct 
to Toungu ("), I despatched the elephants and baggage to the 
west lan pe pace at Myo Gyee, about 2 miles below the city, 
and proceeded by boat to that point, thence by the brick pathway 
to the Myat-teau-ni-nung Pagodas, where [ halted to make 
arrangements with the Karens of “ H’ton-h'po” to clear and widen 
the road to their location in a north-east direction into the Poung 
Loung ranges. 





Our party consists of four commissariat elephants with their — 


attendants, ten armed Burmans, who have been instructed in tent- 
ret ag two Karen Na-Khans (*), (Moung Quay Luy and 
sag Maar Oo-twai, the blood-sucker (*), and two poens, the 
Myo-Oke of Bommodee (Oo-Moung), who accompanies us to the 
eastern border of his district, and a few hired coolies (Burmese) :— 
Course from Myo-Gyee . . ESE. 
3 Distance* . 5 « «s+ « 8 miles. 

Nov. 7.—The Karens of H'ton-h’po, having been employed on 
the road for the last week, report it eambleted ty the Kare yitlage 
to the eastward of their own. 

Started from the Pagodas; at half a mile north-east crossed 
3 Sy pee A hyoung, alling into the Thouk-yai-khat-Khyoung to 







At 2} miles crossed the eet feeders of the 
At 44 miles crossed the K youk-pa-te-Khyoung, J Thouk-yai-khat, 
Halted at the Karen hose of H'ton-h'po, on the east of the stream, 

Course N.F.—¢stimated distance 4 miles, 

The last 2 miles over low hills forming the base of the lateral 
spurs from the higher ranges, the formation being uniformly 
quartzose sandstone, laterite, and granite (porphyritic), all in frag- 
mentary masses, 

* The distances were taken by a peram! toe, and, allowance being 
Ri sdilbnde, the renck ts givel'cy Gp wettiated dammiaet es 
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Paid the Karens employed on the road to this village (62 men): 
each received one rupee and a goung-boung (muslin turban), with 
which they appear to be highly satisfied. 

Thermometer 6 Am. 57° Aen 6 pm. 78°. 

Nov. 8.—After leaving halting-place, at a quarter of a mile 
recrogsed the Kyouk-pa-te-Khyoung and robhedad up its course 
through : gore ean valley, forming the old clearings of the 

4arens of H'ton-h’y 

At 44 miles me the Koon-Khyoung, an affluent of the 
Thouk-yai-khat, thence across a series of low hulls to ane 2 
at the juncture of two mountain-streams called “ Khyoung-h’neel- 

wa, The road since leaving the ein of the Kyouk-pa-te 
across hills of higher altitude than those of yesterday, a consider 
able distance being up the water-coursea, the base affording no 
space for a road. | 

Course nearly £.x.£.— estimated distance 4} miles. 

Thermometer 6 a.w. 54°; do. 6 pw. 72°. 

Sunday, Nov, 9.—Remained at halting-place. The Karena 
from H’ton-h'po, who have accompanied us, are Christians of the 
Baptist Mission, and they, with a number of Karens from the next 
Christian village of Bah-mo, have assembled here for the perform- 
ance of the Sabbath service—a Karen teacher from the latter 
village presiding as minister, Divine worship performed three 
times during the a: | 

Nov. 10.—From halting-place passed up the bed of the stream 
for a quarter of a mile, thence up the steep face of one of the series 
of lateral spurs abutting on the main ranges, from the top of which, 
at an altitude of about 1600 feet, the valley of the Sitang was 
visible, the Toungu Pagoda bearing due west. Course along the 
ridge, and descended to the Hun-ga-louk-Khyoung, a mountain- 
stream running south into the 'Thouk-yai-khat. 

Course E.N.e.—estimated distance 2} miles. ' 

Many parts of the road to-day passing along the steep side of 


the hilla, with foot-space barely sufficient for the elephants: it was: 


necessary to halt frequently to scarp the bank to a sufficient width 
to allow the elephants to pass freely; and thus provide a passage 
for loaded bullocks. I ; 

Nov. 11.—One of the elephants, having been scared during the 
mage a tiger, broke away from his chain aml escaped imto 
the thick jungle of the lower valley. At daylight sent two of the 
elephants in search of him, and was detained until near noon 
before they returned with the stray one: loaded the elephants and 
startec he road arpa pr eo up. 6. meee 
ascent of about 2000 ee ake - along the eae 3: | the 
top of which the valley of the Sitang lay open to the view, Joungu 
tenis a Dtike to the south of worte-tle whole if the fall scrics bo 
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the westward, which separate the Sitang from the valley of the 
Irrawaddy, more visible from this point, forming a magnificet 
panoramic scene. Descended to the base of the lower ranges and 
along their flanks to halting-place at the Karen village of “ The- 
yai-yo,” on a fine mountain-stream, the “ Mai-ga-thoung,” running 
south-east into the Thouk-yai-khat, 

Course w.2a8.—estimated distance 2 miles. : 

This is a Christian village of the American Baptist Mission, 
with a ulation of 218 souls: it has achapel and a Karen 
teacher (De-tipo), who resides here. ‘The situation of this village 
is exceedingly beautiful ; the mountains which almost surround it 
rise from the platform on which the village stands, to a height of 
from 2000 to 2500 feet, forming a natural amphitheatre of the 
grandest dimensions, The surrounding hill-sides have been con- 
verted into “‘Toung-yas ” (upland cultivation), and only in patches 
on the mountain-tops and in the gorges down which the stream 
courses, amongst huge granite-boulders, is any of the primeval 
forest visible ; and this, interspersed with clumps of the areca-palm, 
planted by the Karens near the water-courses, completes a picture 
of wild and solemn beauty, — 

The Tsan-kai (Karen chief) of the village of Kyet-Teik, situated 
at a distance of a day's journey to the north, came to the camp to- 
day and stated that the ss of the village had been destroy 
by fire from accident, that two men who were sick had perished in 
the flames, and others were badly scorched. The whole of the 
community, consisting of seventy-one families, having lost their 
paddy and all other articles of subsistence, were thus rendered 
destitute and incapable of meeting the payment of Government tax, 
from which they prayed to be released : their petition was accord. 
ingly granted, and a small sum given to each family to enable 
them to provide present means of subsistence (*) 

Now. 12.—The road from the village of 'T -yai-yo had been 
cut by the Karens up the steep face of the mountain, instead of 
along the flank at a more easy ascent, so that the elephants had a 
very laborious task to reach the summit at a height of about 800 
feet. The road being too steep to admit of laden cattle proceeding 
by it, I requested the Eing Thoogyee to open one of easier ascent, 
which he promised to have ready before Eaghain, that across the 
hill pte cut without a knowledge of the purpose for which 
If 18 required 

Proceeded along the ridge and descended. its northern side, 
At 14 mile cron the Kyouk-ta-da mountain-stream, a feeder of 
the “ nip through the Karen pardisisy 
“ Mai-ga-doong,” tothe village on: the mountain-stream of that 
name which drains the hills of this locality and falls into the 
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soem eee distance 21 miles, 

| is a Christian village, with a community larger than 
that of “'The-yai-yo:" it possesses a chapel sedsoled over 
which a Karen teacher of the Baptist Mission presides, 

Now. 13.—The road from this point eastward is not yet 
opened ; to effect which and carry it on continuously through the 
locations of the “ Yaings,” it is. to collect the several 
— of nat dee and make them a erstand the object, I 
iave accordingly despatched messengers and Oo-twai with presents 
to cach of them, desiring them to meet me at this place. Shifted 
my tent to the top of a hill to the eastward, and found the altitude 
by the boiling-pomt to be 274 feet. 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 65°; 1 p.m. 84°; 6 paw. 73°. 

Nov. 14.—Thermometer 6 a.m. 63°; 1 par, 82°: 6 pi. 75°, 

Several ars showers during the day. 

Nov. 15.—Thermometer 6 a.m. 67°; 1 pos. 85°; 6 p.m. 73°. 

The cliefs of the tribes of the Ley-pya-gyee and Ley-pya-ngay 
arrived in camp to-day from their locations in the higher ranges 
to the north-east; they belong to a separate section of these 
Karen tribes, and call themselves Pway-kau-tah, In Appearance 
they are more robust and better made than the Karens of this 
locality ; their language is a dialect of the generic form of that in 
use throughout the whole of the tribes. In dress they also differ, 
wearing a short pair of drawers reaching half-way down the thig 
instead of the tunic, the single covering of the tribes nearer the 
valley of the Sitang: from this peculiarity of dress they are styled 
“trouser-wearing” Karens by the Burmese. 

I was a good deal surprised at the visit of these chiefs, because 
ahout four months ago a were was made to me of their having 
seized a man of this tribe, Mai-ga-doong, whom they refused to 
restore unless redeemed by the payment of five kye-dzeis (°*), (a 
form of brass gong made by the Shans). A message from 
that they should restore the man and prefer any a ae they 
had to make to myself, had also failed in effect; and I was told 
that they were opposed to my making a road in their locality, and 
would prevent it. Expecting to have encountered some opposition 
from a casathinks I was agreeably surprised to find them at m 
tent uninvited; and on bringing the matter of the seizure an 
detention of the man of this tribe before them, they achat: 
its truth, stating that he was detained for the et kev of a deb 
of two kye-dzeis due to them from the people of Mai-ga-doo 
and that, owing to the long period since it was incurred, upward 
of thirty years ago, they demanded five kye-dzeis for his release. 
I then ae them aot our law and es a administering 
justice, by which they no right to seize the body or ert 
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be attended to if made through the ae channel, or to myself 
personally, They declared that they had 1 treated my message 
as represented, but that the man who brought it behaved in 80 
arrogant a manner that they refused to listen to him ; that, hearing 
of my intention to proceed into’ the hills, they had waited for the 
‘gebogiee to come and receive my orders in person; and finally, 
hat, if I so desired it, they would at once restore the man to his 
tribe. With regard to the road, they informed me that beyond 
their own locality it was too difficult for elephants to pass, and 
that scarcely a single man of their tribe had fone across the 
highest range, fearing to be caught by the vanes of those 
mountains, who seize and sell into slavery all persons of other tribes 
they can lay hold of; they promised to restore the man at onee, 
bat to search for a passage tl rough the high range, and, if found, 
will meet me on the Thouk-yai-khat stream and pe me the road. 
Having evinced so good a disposition, I made each a present, with 
something additional to the chiefs, and they returned to their 
village rejoicing, . 

Sunday, Nov. 16.—Thermometer 6 .at. 06°; 1 pa. 80°: 
6 p.m. 74°, 

Several chiefs of “ Yaings,” from the north-east, arrived during 
the day, who, with the piaphe accompanying them, ns to be 
much interested in ae seer of Divine tisha by the Mai- 
Stig | people. The Scripture being read by the teacher in the 
“Sgau-Karen " dialect, | motired of oa of the Yaings whether 
they understood it. They replied that many of the words were 
similar to their own language ; that they were ignorant of the 
general import of what they heard: but ‘that they would be glad 
to be taught to read in their own tongue, that they might become 
like those who had professed Christianity, 

Nov. 17.—Thermometer 6 a.m. 67°; 1 pam, 85°; 6 pm, 76%, 

The whole “ Saas who came in yesterday assembled at 
my tent, and I explained to them the object of my presence in the 
mountains: they expressed great plexsure eps coming, and 
intimated their willingness to open a road through their hills, and 
that nt would return and await my arrival before commencing 
it, lest they made it in a wrong direction, or up too steep an accli- 
vity for the elephant My stock of cotton-goods having been 
nearly expended in payment to the road-makers to this place, I 
Was compelled to dismiss the people to their villages, with a 
promise of payment and presents on my arrival among them, | 

Made payment to the Karens employed in opening the road 
from Hun-galouk-khyoung to this place—162 men—es receiving 


eapee _ a goung-boung 
_ Woe. 18.—Previous to starting for their village, the chiefs of 
Lay-pya-gyee (*) and Ley-pya-ngay requested that Oo-twai should 
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accompany them to a village of the “ Yaings,” at a day's } y 
in the mountains to the ein where sin men of chetr tribe 
had been detained for upwards of a year. ‘Their request was 
granted, and Oo-twai was despatched with some presents and a 
small sum of money to induce the “ Yaings” to restore the men 
and accompany him back to my camp. ; 

The Na-Khau-Quay-lay, who accompanied the Yaings on their 
return to their homes pemeerday, has sentin a party of “ Bla-ktyee” 
(Yaings from the high range of the Terapei-nye-noung) with a 
message stating that other tribes situated high up in the range 
eould point out a read to be opened round the base of the moun- 
tains to the northward, but that they refused to meet him. He 
requests, therefore, that some presents of handkerchiefs, beads, and 
silver coin, be sent him to induce them to come in; which are 
accordingly sent. The road beyond the central range is reported 
to be less difficult than that from Toungu to this, being probably 
the higher plateau of the table-land of Karka 

Thermometer 6 aca. 65°; 1 pa. 84°; 6 pat 73°, 

Nov. 19,—The Eeng-thai-gyee, with a few of the head men of 
the Karens of “Pa-way,” at the source of the Thouk-yai-khat- 
khyoung, in the direction of the intended road, arrived at the 
camp: they belong to the Pagoh, or “ Yaings.” They complain 
of an attack having been made upon their village by le from 
eight villages of their own class, five days ago. The chief informs 
me that these le are the wildest and most intractable of the 
whole of the Karen races, and are the dread not only of his own 
people, who are of the same tribe, but of all the surrounding clans 
as far as Karen-ni; that before attacking lus village they sent a 
mes to him, inviting him we oes them in an attack mos myself 
and party when approaching their locations, stating that I had 
brought a large amount of gold and yee other valuable 
property, which would be divided amongst the attacking party: to 
this proposal he would not consent, and has come in to warn me of 
the intentions of these people. These villages three years ago 
attacked the Shan traders when attempting the passage to Toungu 
hrough their locations, killed a number of the men, and dispersed 
their bullocks and ponies, some of which are said still to be seen 
in the Jess-frequented part of the valleys of the central pean 
It is said that they obtained a large amount of plunder on tha 
occasion. After taking down the chief's statement in Barmese, I 
sent him back to his village, giving to himself and companions a 
present each of a red turban and half a rupee. 1 requested him 
to let the turbulent portions of his tribe know that my intentions 
were peaceful and tended to confer a benefit upon them, as those 
of the Yaings who had come to my camp could testify ; that I had 
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to receive them in the character of robbers and murderers ; and 
that on the first demonstration of eomeyw Abie myself and 
party I would inflict a punishment upon them that should strike 
with terror the hearts of all their tribe. 

_ Under the Burman Government these tribes of the Pagoh 
section of the a were con cas ar refusing on ” oceagions 
the payment of tribute of every kind, and not in requently putting 
to death any Burman petty official who had the temerity to 
approach their locations; nor is this to be wondered at when it is 
remembered that the Burman Government was known to these wild 
Faces only as a remorseless tyranny, from which, as o portunity 

Miered, they experienced acts of the most cold-bloode: atrocity. 
Without a personal knowledge of us, it is but reasonable, therefore, 
that these poor wretches should still entertain the same opinion of 
the dominant power, and it therefore becomes a duty of merey to 
exercise a forbearance towards them and propitiate them with acts 
of kindness, that their ignorance be removed, | 

Having only ten: muskets with me, I have deemed it prudent, 
however, to send for an additional twenty stand of anns; a volley 
from which, should circumstances demand it, will disperse all the 
tribes of Yaings that may be within sound of it. r 
/ +hermometer 6 a.n. 64°5°1 pa. 86°; 6 ps. 73° + with dense 
foe up to 10 a.m. | 
_ Wow. 20.—Ascended the range of hills to the west of the camp 
for the pu of taking a bearing of Toungu. After a most 
tiresome and difficult ascent of two hours, owing to the steepness of 
the path, reached the summit, which gave an altitude by the boiling- 
point of 4132 feet. From this point only a portion of the Sitang 
valley south of Toungu was visible; a still higher range inter- 
vening in the direction of Toungu, which, from known localities 
witlin view, was estimated. to bear about west by south from my 
position: | 

Looking eastward the scene was exceedingly grand and impos 
ing; the main ranges of the Poung Loung, at a distance of 12 to 15 
miles, forming a complete barrier to the outline in that direction, 
while the lower hills at the altitude of my camp rise abruptly in 
the wildest confusion without any general direction, upon wht 





area of Toung-ya cultivation. 

Thermometer i a.o. 62°; 1 paw 83°: 6 pw, 75°. 

4Vov. 21.—The Karen messengers returned from Toungu with 
despatches, é&e., received by the mail. Several head men of 
villages to the south came in, requesting remissions of their tax 
on account of individuals-who are sick-and otherwise incapacitated 
from labour, which was granted. A general request for medicines 
was made; but, having brought. only a small. stock of febrifuge 


—— 


a 
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medicines for my own party, I was unable to attend to their 


aq uisitions, 
eee pc 6 _ 60°; 1p. 81°: 6 p.m. 73°. | 

Vow. 22.—The old Shan (Oo-myat), who left Tou pene vards 
of a month ‘om the purpose of ence the line of ad rou 
the eastern n locations, and for whose safety I entertained 
strong fears, returned to-day to camp accompanied by Kwoon 
Tee, the son of the chief of Karen-ni, and eight other chiefs of 
tribes of the Yaings east of the Yo-mah (*), through whose country 
the road will pass. They all expressed their willingness to open 
the road, but require an advance of 100 rupees each and a portion 
of cotton-goods to distribute amongst their people : this, as simplify- 
ing the work, I have consented to; at the same time instructing 
them to carry the line at the lowest and easiest levels round the 
base instead of across the high ranges, which they have promised 
to attend to. These chiefs are in some measure subject to the 
influence of Kyay-h'po-zye,* to whom, however, they pay no tax, 
but acknowledge his authority merely: they express their gratifica- 
tion at my passage through their country, and state that they will 
keep the road permanently open, and afford every assistance to the 
Shan traders who may proceed by it to Toungu. For their ready 
— in my plans I have given to each .a present of red 
cloth, 

A number of Red Karens have accompanied the chief's son; but 
in pope they resemble the Yaing tribes so exactly that I 
conclude them to be of the same race, although I am informed 
that their language differs materially, : 

Thermometer acm. 64°; 1 pow. 85°; 6 p.m, 76°, 

Sunday, Nov. 25.—Sent in an elephant to Toungu with de- 
spatches, and: for the purpos of cduaintaginddiGdnal murgament 
enable me to proceed to “ Karen-ni,” ° 

The Karen Missionary, San Qua-lah, arrived at this place two 
days ago, and presides over the Sabbath service, the whole of the 
community (adults) being converts to his faith (Am. Baptist), 

. Thermometer 6 a.m. 64°; 1 pow 81°; 6 pin. 72°. ~ 
- Woo. 24.—Kwoon Tee, son of the — of the Red Kareng, 
with eight chiefs of the Yaings who have accompanied him, 
rena their villages this mormng. They will aadich for the 
easiest points of passage across the Yo-mah; and on my arriving at 
their villages, should I approve of the line, they will assemble the 
shalescfa thbscsgoople-an: open. Abe, 20edla \rranged with the 
Yaing chiefs to advance to each 120 rupees and a portion af cotton- 
goods, to complete a road through their several locations eastward 
of the Yo-mah; the distance being computed at 20 teings, or 40 
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miles. Intend moving camp to-morrow along the road completed 
to the Thouk-yai-khat-khyoung, where other chiefs of the aings 
irpose meeting me. Engaged a number of the Karens of this 





purpose cUne Th | 
village, Mai-ga-doong, to carry the portion of the baggage which 
forms the load of deesclopliant sent to Toungu, 


_ Two of the Karen Na-khan's people, from the village of Ban- 

ga-le, attacked with small-pox, and one of the Red Karen Yaing 
chiefs suffering from a severe attack of fever; gave them some 
meédicine, adapted to their respective ailmenws, and sent them back 
to their houses, 

Thermometer 6 ar. 62°; 1 pow, 78°; 6 p.m, 68°. ae | 
A. lower range of the temperature, in consequence o e settin 
in of the faeces wind. Se a aren 

Nov. 25.—Crossed the Mega-doo-khyoung at the base of the 

hill (camp)—course over several low ridges to the “ Pa-ee-loo” 
Khyoung at 24 miles from the halting-place (a feeder of the 
Thouk-yai-khat). 
__ That stream forms the boundary between the locations of 
Moung Dine and Mengde (*): the latter part of the road, 
across a high range of 2200 feet, to halting-place at its base on 
the Thouk-yai-khat-khyoung, The stream which receives the 
drainage of the subordinate anges, west of the Yo-mah, js at thig 
point about 35 yards broad (wit deep pools and rocky overtalls), 
Tunning at the rate of 34 miles per hour : height per boiling-point 
2347 feet abover the level of the sea. The hills on both sides 
steep to the water's edge. 

Halting-place near the Karen (Christian) village of Lay-mun, 
orang above 120 souls; course £.N.E.; estimated distance ab 
miles, 

The route during this day’s march lay directly across ridges of 
hill? of varying altitude, excessively steep in en places; the 
difference of altitude passed being as high as 3200 feet. 

Nov. 26.—Swam the elephants and pomies across the stream, 
and passed it over a bamboo floating-bridge. Road directly up 
the steep face of the hills on the east bank to a high range, 
obsess altitude per boiling-point on the ridges of 4675 feet ; 
descended to halting-place on the Koo Lhoo hyoung running 
into the Thouk~yai-khat-khyoung at a Karen (Christian) village 
(Leh-khoo), with a population of 130souls, A Karen teacher of 
the American Baptist Mission resides here. 

Course E.N.e.—estimated distance 34 miles; height of stream 
at halting-place 2231 feet. 

The road, similar to that of f eaieenr cs has been cut in almost a 
direct line by the Karens, without reference to any facilities for 
turning it along the flanks of the hills, They know of no other 
Process, they say—a most conyenient ignorance for them, as the 











O'Riney's Journal of a Tour to Karen-ni. 173 


forming a pathway at lower elevations would incur the labour of 
scarping a portion of the hill-side, to which they are obstinately 
opposed ; and there is therefore no help for it but to get the road 
«gaits ~~ circumstances and be thankful. | 
t the point of greatest elevation, looking down upon the valle 

of the Koo Lhoo, a most magnificent wile lay nc before = 
To the eastward the high range of the Yo-mah and Poung Loung 
stretched 0 an unbroken line from ».x.£. far to the south, 
with an altitude varying from 5000 to 8000 feet. Low on the 
flank of the main range a succession of elevations, without any 
sein line of direction, and with boldly-defined rounded summits, 
filled up the whole space to the centre of the valley, through which 
the stream coursed, dashing in snowy wreaths over the falls seen 
at intervals in its broken ; While the morning mists rising 
slowly from the valley, reflecting back the sun's rays, gave the 
appearance of an inlet from the ven, rendered more real by the 
tops of the lower congeries of hills rising above the stratum of 
cloud, like isolated islands from the ocean. Even the Karens of 
the party stopped in silent admiration at the scene, and while still 
gazing in abstracted wonderment, the sea of cloud was lifted up, 
obscuring from view the high ranges, but leaving the space below 
in the cin bt 20 miles broad) clear as the outline of a 
painted landscape ; but all was silent—no wreaths of smoke to 
mark the village hamlet, no tall spire to consecrate the scene—one 
all-pervading tinge of green in varying shades, marking at distant 
points the clearings of the Yaings, contrasted with the forest vege- 
tation of more sombre tint along the course of the stream and in 
the deep gorges of the more distant mountains. 

The direction of the intended line of road across the main range 
was pointed out as crossing nearly the highest of the elevations to 
the eastward, but the Yaings of those mountains are as” yet 
opposed to our passage. 

Nov. 27.—In consequence of the difficult nature of the road 
from Mai-ga-doo to this place, have resolved upon remaining at 
eo halting-place until the arrival of the elephant with supplie 






Toungu. It is also desirable to induce some of the chi 
the Yaings at the base of the central range to come mto camp 


ser proceeding through their cultivations against their will, for 
which purpose a few presents and a message by one of the chiefs 
of a villngs in that direction have been sent. pil 


During the day a party arrived express from the chief of Karen- 
ni, bringing a letter from the agent stating that the frontier 
villages had been attacked by Shans and Burmese, and destroyed ; 
supposed to be influenced by the Burmese officials at Mobyay in 
— with Kyau-pu-tee and Tse-yee, the chiefs hostile to Kyay- 






or 
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Several Karen (Yaing) communities came in to-day to see me; 
they are of the same tribe as this village, but excessively filthy in 


Thermometer 6 a.m! 72°; 1 pw. 80°; 6 pom. 74°, 

Showers of rain during the night. 

Now. 28.—Sent the Na-Khan Quay-lay, with two of the head 
men of this village (Lay-khoo), to a along the upper course 
of the stream in a northerly direction to endeavour to find a1 u 
across the central elevation more accessible than that selected, which 
involves a considerable détour. 
| Proceeded to examine a “ salt-lick” at some distance up the 
stream, the resort of numbers of deer and wild pie whose footmarks 
were abundant in the vicinity of the spring, which rises ni ers 
disrupted fragments of granitic and quartz formations. ‘The whole 
surface is trodden into black mud, with small pools of clear water 
oe a a slightly chalybeate taste, but without smell or other 

ia 


P The Karens (dirty) of yesterday's arrival returned to their vil- 
lages, promising to render every assistance to open a road in their 
direction, if found necessary. “All complain of the conduct of the 
“ Yaings” of the Yo-mah. 

oss oegines 6 a.m. 68° detkjiee 7); 6 pow. 72°. | 

Nov, 29.—Proceeded to the upper valley of this water-course 
(Koo Lhoo) to examine a deposit said by the Karens to be a portion 
of the mortar employed by the Burmese in former years in building 
a“ pagodah” ona rising ground near the deposit, which, in the 
shape of a huge mound, remains to this day. Found the deposit 
in question to consist of a very friable and earthy ealeareous “ tufa” 
of very recent origin, mixed with much water-worn detritus and 
bearing the imprints of leaves, showing that the waters of the stream 

late a loose limestone formation at its source, which in losing 
its carbonic acid base forms calcareous beds in different parts of 

The story of the “pagodah” a mere legend, the result of a 
fancied resemblance of ¢ top of the mountain to a pa in 
ruins; nor is it probable that the Burmans, in any considerable 
body, could penetrate these mountain-ran 

"Thermometer ee o4°; 1 po, 78°: 6 paw. 73°. 

Sunday, Nov. 30.—The Karen missionary, Qua-lah, performed 
Divine service, the whole of the Karens of the party and many of 
the villagers of Koo Lhoo attending. | : 

Thermometer 6 a..64°; 1 pix, 79°: 6 paw. 72°, 

While the thermometer ranges at this period on the vall e 
Sitang from 56° to 82°, the temperature here, even at’ this height, 
2231 feet, is more equable with a higher minimum point, for the 
reason that the hills through which the stream flows form a complete 
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harrier to the north-easterly winds which prevail im their unob- 
structed course through the lower valleys. 

Dee. 1—The Na-Khan Quay-lay returned from his inspection 
of the country to the north-east. He reports that the Yaings, 
whose localities he reached, are the most wretched and debased of 
all the tribes in these ranges. On his arrival at their villages they 
refused to have any communication with him, and threatened to 
spear him if he attempted to enter their houses, which, unlike the 
rest of the Yainga, are built separately, one above the other, up the 
steepest part of the mountain sides; their objection being that he 
would cause sickness amongst them, and that I came to seize and 
make slaves of them. After some time, however, during which he 
explained the object of my visit and presented the chief men with a 
far sning cnet Sy consented to admit him into the village on 
from them that a road existed in that direction into the Shan country, 
but not to Karen-ni. This road, in company with a guide from 
main range northward, passing across the sources of the trainee 
and was in some places so rocky as to be impracticable to the 
passage of beasts of burden. It was in one of these rocky passes 
that the Shan traders were attacked by these people, as previously 
noticed, when attempting to reach ‘Toungu by this route ; and they 
are under the impression that to revenge that affair is one of the 
reasons for my coming bere. | 

The head men of the village would not consent to return with 
the Na-Khan to camp on any terms, but they permitted a number 
of the villagers, principally youth, to de so; and verily a more 
debased set of human specimens I never met with before. Even 
the Yaings who were present at my tent, whom I had previously 
classed as the filthiest of their kind, shrank imvoluntarily from 
coutact with the new comers, whose scant clothing in rotten frag- 
ments scarcely sufficed for the purposes of decency ; and there they 
sat, each representing an animated mass of the most grovelling 
debasement of the genus “homo.” The Na-Khan said that im 
their homes they associated together like pigs and monkeys, bat 
that the latter were the superior animals, because they rejected filth, 
which these creatures do not; they live in a constant state of dread 
of attack, and each man sleeps with his spear in bis grasp. Even 
in their own clan, and in close proximity to each other's villages, 
this state of vigilance is observed. I caused it to be explained to. 
them that henceforth a better state of things must prevail with them 
—that the past would be forgotten, and that pa A be pro- 
tected so long as they consented to forego their former practices, 
which, if repeated, would bring upon them a severe ret ilnition. 
‘To each individual 1 gave a new goung-boung and a silver 4-anna 
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piece, which, with the instruction y have received, I have no 
doubt will effect a better state of Seeley with their chiefs on their 
arrival at their village, 
Thermometer 6 a.m. 68°: 1 pst. 79°; 6 paw. 67°, , 
Dee. 2.—Oo-Moung, the Myo-oke, returned from Toungu with 
the extra supplies and other — as be — Mai- 
<a | - 4i¢ reports that the Karens of Thge-yai-yo have opened 
| made an easy line round the base of the hl as directed, — 
_ The pioneer Oo-twai also returned to camp: he reports that, in 
company with several of the head men of the Karens of Ley-pya- 
he proceeded to a village of Yaings, at two days’ journey in 

the bills to the northward, where the man stolen from the vy; lag 
of Mai-ga-doong was detained, After remaining there a day, and 
Eetaaithe few presents he took with him to the chief and head 
men, they delivered the detained man up to him in accordance with 
my order to that effect, and consented to forego all farther claim 
upon him, They (Oo-twai and party) then set out on their return 
fo my camp; but when about 2 miles distant from the village 
they were overtaken by a large number of the people from the 
village they had left, who forcibly took possession of the released 
ve no reason for this conduct, merely stating that they : 
anced their minds ; but that circumstance did not appear to 
affect the presents they had received, which they retained. As such 
a line of proceeding, if permitted to pass unnoticed, would induce 
many other tribes to follow their oe and having done all in 
my power to induce their submission by concilatory measures, I 
have given an order to the Myo-oke to proceed with an armed party 
of peons to demand the restoration of the captured man, and, if 
refused, to take him and the refractory individuals by force. This 
is the only instance in which I have been compelled to use coercive 
measures with these people, and I have no doubt that the ap- 
pearance of a few eoskeas will have the desired effect, ) 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 63° 3 1 pw. 78°: 6 pa. 72°. 

Dec. 3 and 4.—Detained at halting-place during the last two 
days in preparing official correspondence of office routine. The 
Karen missionary (Qua-la), having accompanied me thus far, states 
his intention to do so throughout the route to Karen-ni, having 
received an invitation from some of the tribes subject to Kyay-hpo- 
gye to establish schools with them, and he is also desirous of 
meeting that chief to obtain his countenance to these measures, 

Thermometer 6 a.m, O4°s 1 p.m. 74°: 4 py 68°. 

_ Dec. 5.—Started at 8 a.m., the mist rising so thick from the 
stream that the elephants could not proceed until the sun's ray 
had dispersed it: the road across low, but very steep hills, with 
water-courses falling into the Koo-Lhoo stream, Reached 
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place on the Ko-Lau, a feeder of the former, which drains one of 
the numerous shallow valleys of this group of hills which cover the 
flanks of the higher ranges. Course to Katies stream east—esti- 
mated distance 3 miles, 

Course up the stream £.¥.e.—estimated distance 1} mile, 

The Tsau-Kai, or chief of the Karens of Koo-Lhoo, accompanied 
me to this place, for the purpose of arranging a difficulty with the 
chief of Ko-Lau. His stor is as follows :—“T am the chief of all 
the Karens of the valley o Ko-J.hoo, where I resided until eight 
moons since, when I was obliged to fly from my home with my 
family and seck protection from the vengeance of that man (pointing 
to the chief of Ko-Lau), with the Karens of Bangalee, where the 
Na-Khan (Quay-lay) resides. He threatened vengeance upon me 
for having killed one of his people, who in concert with the red 
Karens (") from across the eastern mountains, had on several ocea- 
sions attacked and plundered the villages belonging to me. On 
the last occasion of his comi g T caught him, placed him in bonds, 
and ordered one of my people to kill him, which was done: he 
forfeited his life justly from his crimes, and my people have been 
relieved of an enemy, during whose existence there was To peace 
for them, and now this man seeks my life. If IT have not stated 
the truth, let him now in your presence spear me to death,” Sach 
was the chief's story, which was corroborated by the Na-Khan, 
On its termination, the chief of Ko-Lau-Karens, who sat imme- 
diately in front of me, smoking with a vehemence that plainly 
showed it was not the pipe of peace he held, started up from his 
sitting posture with an apparent intention of spearing his neighbour 
and denying the truth of hia statement afterwards; but before he 
could move away I placed my hand upon his shoulder and bade 
him keep his seat, telling him that I came there to do ju ice to 
both parties, and after I had heard his statement I would give my 
decision. He, however, did not attempt to deny the wicked prac- 
tices of his clansmen who had been killed, but signe them by 
referring to ancient feuds between the tribes, which had never been 
settled, and so forth; he therefore claimed life for life, in aceord- 
ance with the custom of their race. To this I was compelled to 

lace a decided negative, and to — the lesson to him which had 
arcs s0 frequently repeated to other tribes, to the effect tha ied 
resence among them was the signal for the cessation of all old feud: 
etween the tribes: byones must henceforth pba L baer that in 
the present case the Senta had met a just punishment, and as I 
had made it my affair and had taken the responsibility of his death 
upon myself, I was the party to be speared, if any one; and that 





for the future these disputes must be referred to me for adjustment, 
when the wrong-doer would be punished and the sufferer ete 





Much useless verbiage | meen: cee perneipated tn 
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by several of the head men of both tribes. The explanations of 
the Na-Khan meanwhile appeared to have a mollifymg effect, as 
the fumes from the chiefs pipe curled upwards with a im 
peacefulness, until at length, on the exhibition of a few painted 
hanidkerchiots. his heart was subdued and he accepted the gis, 

the 





acceded to my terms of arrangement, and shook his friend by 
hand, in epee of reconciliation and peace between them. 

Other little matters of stolen kye-lzes,* by this chief of Ko-Lan, 
were arranged amicably ere I left the place ; and one poor fellow 
complained of the loss of his three ee who were stolen from 
him by people from the valley of the Hpoo-Loo across the range, 
taken from him, he said, in connivance with his own chief, he of 
the pipe, who disclaimed any participation therein, but promised 
to use his influence for their restoration, and to accompany me to 
the village where they are detained, for that purpose. — 

Complaints of the above nature crowd upon me as I advance 
into these wilds, where, from the vicinity to Karen-ni, the facilities 
for disposing of victims to this degraded state of society are abun- 

tit. 


Dee. 6.—The course of the road from halting-place had been 
cut across a range of hills much to the southward of the general 


line, and seeing from the appearance of the formations abutting on, 


the main range that a road might be made along the ridge of a 
spur to within a short distance of the Pass, 1 got the Karens to 
work on the new line, and proceeded with them until reaching the 
only spot upon which a small teut could be pitched under the 
shoulder of the high peak above the Pass, Here [ halted, sending 
the elephants and baggage across the range into the valley of the 
Hpoo-Loo. In ascending to this point both elephants and Karens, 
who were employed carrying the baggage, were in considerable 
| from the fierce cast wind which at this season blows almost 
continuously for nearly two months. Several of the ridges upon 


which they were exposed to ils full force were so narrow, and the. 


wind so strong, that it required extreme care in passing them to 
prevent being hurled many hundred feet down the almost perpen. 
dicular sides of the mountain. Course w.e.e.—estimated distance 
1} miles. 

Thermometer, noon 68°; 6 ps. 54°. 

The east wind continued with full force during the whole night. 
_ Sunday, Dee. 7—Ascended to the top of the pass to ascertain 
its height: the boiling-point gave the altitude of 6520 feet. 
_ From this point it was seen that the valley of the Hpoo-Loo was 


enclosed on if eastern mage a still higher . than that on. 
i ore level country of 


which I stood, so that the hill-ranges and m 
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Sean could not be seen, In every direction the scenery was 
of the grandest and most imposing description, surpassing anything 
mH the ; wer of words to eecsitio’ bait Sati be rte! a ne 
of profound pity and commiseration for the abject state of the races 
which inhabit it. 

Pb cen gale prevailed during the whole day and through 
thee night. Y 

Thermometer 6 ac, 48°; 1 pi, 69°: 6 pon 55°. 

Dee. 8.—Proceeded across the pass and down the steep descent 
on its eastern face into the valley of the Hpoo-Loo: to the westward 
of the pass the water-parting is into the Thouk-yai-khat and Sitangr, 
and the east through this valley into the Salween. The drainage 
here is separated from that of the Yoon-za-len by several ranges 
of hills, its course being at a distance of two days’ journey to t 


south of this valley: this separation of the drainage forma a well- 


defined line of demarcation between Karen-ni und Toungu ; 
but the Karens of this valley, of which there are three villages, 
consider the high ridges on its eastern side as the boundary, and. 
use both sides of the valley for their cultivations, without molesta= 
tion from the Karen-ni authorities, 

This valley is known generally as the Kala-tee-nee-noung in 
Burmese—its name by the Karens being, as previously noted, the 
Hpoo-Loo. 

Course w.E.—estimated distance one mile. 

The Jemadar reported that one of the elephants had been cold- 
struck, and that he would not be able to proceed for two or three 


days. ‘This is so far opportune, as the road cast from this point 


has not yet been opened, the people from Karen-ni not having 
reached the range to the eastward. | gs! 

Dee. 9.—Ascertained the height of this valley by the boiling- 
point to be 5270 feet. 


The man from Ko-Lan, whose children are detained at this’ 


place, brought bis affair to my notice, and, in the midst of the crowd 
that sat before my tent, pointed out the man in whose possession’ 


etd were ; who, on being questioned, stated that his elder brother 


stolen the children, and, hearing of my approach, had fled from 
the village, leaving them in his charge, They were then produced: 
—a hoy of ubout six and a girl of four years of age: the pone 


ercatures were entirely naked, and as the temperature was | 
with a keen east wind blowing up the valley, pent fhe idled 
together shivering in every limb with cold ; and, to add to the boy's 


misery, his right knee had been bitten through by a dog, and ns no 

care hail been taken of the wound, the knee-cap was swollen to an 

extent that prevented the limb being straightened. A more dis- 

tressing picture of human misery than these children presented I 

never witnessed. It appeared that some os tribe. 
we 
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had bestowed upon the children some sort of a covering; but the 
man who had charge of them prevented their wearing it. I de- 
nounced the fellow before his tribe as rebar sagt for his 
inhumanity, and haying procured some clothing for oe 3, 
a them over to Saar parent, who, with the lamed boy on his 
mack and the gin clinging to the torn fragments of his tunic, pro- 
ceeded with all haste up the mountain-side and speedily disappeare 
across the pass, fearful of again losing perhaps the wean hg in 
this world which, with the still absent one, held a place in his 
breast. The other child, I am informed, is at a village some two 
days’ journey on the line of route eastward. 
Thermometer 6 a.m. 55°; 1 pm. 71°; 6 pom. 58°. 






Dee. 10.—The eldest son of the chief of Karen-ni, with upwards 
of 100 of his people, arrived this morning, to open the road directly 


from this valley to a point of contact with that completed on the 
eastern side of the range. As they swept across the Karen clearings 
on the eastern flank of the valley, they formed a striking picture 
and strong contrast with the inhabitants of these yillages. Each 
man, with a cone-shaped red turban on his head and spear in band, 
which glittered in the sun's rays, accompany the chief on a white 
ws orang in some degree the advance of a marauding clan of 
Highlanders of ancient story; but in this case, as in many others, 
distance lent enchantment to the view, as on nearer approach, with 
the exception of the uniform red turban and short drawers reaching 
midway on the thigh, they were scarcely one remove in point of 
cleanliness from the mass of filthy beings of this locality. 

Having selected a point of ascent up the eastern range, the red 
Karens commenced work in good earnest, promising to get it 
finished in two days. 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 56°: Lep. 73°; 6 pis. 58°. 

Dec. 11.—The sick elephant being reported sufficiently well to 
be able to proceed to-morrow, I collected the whole of the Yai 
who have been employed in opening the road from Koo-Lhoo to 
this point, for the purpose of paying them. My tent being pitched 
on 4 Tsing piece of ground close to the spot at which the Yaings 
were assembled, it was curious to observe the groups as they sat, 
each tribe separately, eyeing intently the division of the goung- 
boungs fronr the piece of muslin ere they were distributed, and the 

transition from an aggregated mass of about five hundred dirty 
heads, scarcely distinguishable from the ground around them, to 
the same bound round with a wreath of snow-white muslin—the 
ends being stuck upright on the top-knot of their hair—was bor- 

‘dering > the ridiculous. Some, who had earned two gouny 

‘boungs, had bound the heads of their infant children with the 
extra one, and on receipt of the silver coin (four anna pieces) due 
to them, each section made its way back to ita own village shouting 
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and capering up the mountain-path, like imps incarnate, of which 
problematical species they would form no batt cimens. 

Having ascertained that a poor old woman of a tribe of Bways 
was detained in bondage by the chief of a Yaing tribe at the head 
of this valley, on my arrival here I despatched one of the Na- 
Khans with a request that she be delivered to her people, come of 
whom had accompanied the party. The Na-Khan returned, how- 
ever, stating that he had failed to obtain her release, and that the 

chief was prepared to resist any attempt to take her away b 

ing within our line of boundary this could not be suffered, and I 
had ordered two of the elephants to be prepared and several of 
the Burman guard to accompany me, intending to take advantage 
of the moonlight to approach the village ny the people had 
risen. During the afternoon, however, a member of the com~ 
munity of Hpoo-Loo came with the Na-Khan to my tent, stating 
that the chief of the tribe by whom the woman was detained was 
his relation, and that if I would furnish him with a few articles as 
presents, he would return to camp, bringing the man and the chief 
with him. He left with the articles in his possession, and during 
the forenoon returned, accompanied by the chief, several of the 
headmen of the tribe, and the old woman. One of the men had in 

is possession an old musket, and, presuming upon its terror 
inspiring properties, the chief on meeting with the Na-Khan 
assumed a high tone, threatening him for having approached the 
village. He was told to alter his behaviour, and on cing brought 
fo me at my tent appeared to have, become considerably tamed, 
hstened with apparent deference to what I had to say, and gave up 
a Bace old woman to her people without any demand hero the 

ual one of a Kyee-dzee, said to be due by her people to his tribe. 
I presented a few rupees and handkerchiefs to both himself and 
head men, and he appeared to be agreeably surprised at the treat- 
ment he received. During the time of our negociation, when 
sitting before my tent, the Burman guard fired off the old charges 
from their muskets, and the sick elephant, to whom medicine was 
ae administered, roared and whined like a refractory Cyclops, 
which discordant sounds had, [ suspect, great influence in taming 
the savage into amiability. } 

Dee. 12.—Proceeded by a zigzag road, very steep in some 
parts, to the top of the eastern range, the distance as shown by the 
perambulator being nearly 2 miles; ascertained the height to be 

425 feet. The whole hill-systems were visible from this eleva- 


tion, the Nat 'Toung ole 4 8.8.E., being the highest point within | 





range of vision, ascertain ‘ime on a former occasion to be 
upwards of 8000 feet. To in westward, the Sitang was clearly 
visible through a break in the ranges, having the appearance, seen 
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through the blue haze, of separated lakes—the distance in a direct 
_ line being about 55 miles, eed) 

I attempted from this point to get a general direction of the 
ranges, and found that on the west of my position, the large masses 
had a direction about ¢.s.5. and n.x.w., while those on the east, 
les ageregated but more broken, had no line that could be ap- 
plied as a general course of the up-heavement ; but the contortions 
of their flanks and spurs and their ragged and uneven outline 
‘showed them to belong to the limestone series of formations, 

Course north by east, distance 6 miles, to halting-place on the 
yalley of Tha-bo-loo. 

Dee, 13.—The road to-day passed along the base of several 








‘distinct ranges of lime and gandstone to the head of one of the 
feeders of the Poung-Loung-Neay, near the village of a Karen-mi 


Yaing chief (Loot-Tsee), after whom the locality is named, 
This individual rie to exercise the chief control over all the 
Karens of this locality, and holds himself independent of the 
authorities of Karen-ni, against whose people he has on several 
occasions opposed a successful resistance to their demands. 
Course south-east, 34 miles; north-east, 3 miles. 
ty, 14.—During the usual halt on the Sabbath, the chief 

Loot-Tsee appeared in the camp, bringing the stolen child belong- 
ing to a man who has accompanied the Karen missionary, and not 
to the man whose two children were restored to him at Hpoo-Loo 
as stated p Hates * The restoration to the pea yee seni 
arranged throngh the medium of a few presents, and the chief was 
informed that such practices’ ps bers eel kidnapping would be 
put an end to on my meeting the chiefs of Karen-m. 

All the Yaing tribes on the eastern waterparting assume the 
costume and speak the dialect of Karen-ni. The contrast, 
especially as regards the dress of the females, is striking and 
peculiar when compared with that of the western—or, as a local | 
distinction, the Toungu-Yaings— whose clothing consists of a , 
simple petticoat and armless tunic. The former wear a head 
wrapper of dark cloth, made y square from the forehead, resem- | 
bling the bead-dress of the Italian peasant-women; a piece of the ‘ 
same material hanging in front of the bust, and tucked into the 
waist of the lower covering, a short petticoat reaching barely to 
the knee. Over these garments they hang first round the neck 
heavy masses of bead-necklaces, ae any silver ornaments they 
possess, coms, ke. The hole in the lobe of the ear is enormously 
enlarged ; im this a large plug of metal or plated wood is placed ; 
then round their hips a band of red and white beads of 6 inches 
broad, and from the knee-front to the middle of the ealf of the leg 
the same massive wrapper of red and white beads, brass and copper 
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rings of from 3 to 4 Ibs, weight on each leg, which in the older 
femalea gives the calf of the leg the appearance of having been 
ape from below the knee to the middle of the calf, where 
the flesh bulges out and forms a sort of ledge for the load to rest 
upon. Such a method of adornment one would fancy tended to 
impede the movements of mountaineers, who are in the daily habit 
of carrying beavy loads on their backs suspended by a band across 
the forehead wid yokes over the shoulders; but they appear to 
euffer no inconvenience from it, and regard her as haindiaie’ whose 
limbs are loaded to an extent that compels her to perform two seg- 
ments of a circle at every step she takes, 

All, from the wrinkled grandmother of eighty to the child of 
four or five years old, smoke a short bamboo or ccs the bow] 
being made of brass or copper; and among a group of smokers I 
obeerved a woman who, shee smoking the contents of the pipe, 
tapped the bowl in the palm of biershaid to extract the unburnt 
remnants, which, having collected, she tossed into her mouth, 
chewed and swallowed with evident gusto. I mentioned this cir- 
cumstance to the Karen teacher, and his remark was that it 
imparted a stimulus to the stomach and produced a sensation 
similar to that from taking opium. 

Dec. 15.—The road to-day passed along two sides of several 
limestone ranges, going over a zigzag distance by the wheel, of 
nearly 8 miles to the stream of the Poung Loung, one of the 
affiuents of the Salween. ‘This stream is about 30 yards broad, 
with a very rapid current of 3 to 4 feet depth, showi 
inclination of the valley to the southward. urse north-eas 
Pethes Raven agent Mouog- Epos with the eon of the chist 

The Karen t Moung-Hpo, with the son of tl : yay- 
Hpo-Gyee, teat hie at this “halting 
bullock, rice, &e., with a friendly pam 2 of welcome from t 
chief. A large quantity of fine teak on the hill-sides of the valley 
was seen, which some timber-merchants from the lower provinces 
have been working for the Moulmein market. — 

Dec. 16.—Both my servants being laid up with strong fever, I 
was compelled to remain stationary at the present camp to enable 
them to take the usual remedies. ‘ raf 

On examining the hills in the vicinity of the camp, I found that 
the teak, with which a few stunted fire (Pinus longifolia) were 
mixed, invariably affected the sandstone patches lying on the lime- 
stone; the latter in some places striking perpendivaasea are 
many hundred feet above the sandstone. Mue quartz and clay 
jasper accompany the above rocks as tolled fragments in the bed 
of the stream. Ascertained height of nee: - ‘s vt 2421 feet. 

Thermometer 53° 6 aat.; T8° 2 p.t.3; 00° 0 PM. F 










ig a steep 


ng-place, bringing a present — 
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them to proceed d on the elephants, started at daylight along a road 
of steady ascent to the top Pr the range at about shoo feet, varying 
from which height to 5000 the route throughout the day was main- 
ined. No sight of the lower land of Karen-ni-was had until 
eaching an opening in the last high range to the eastward, when, 
and ending its eastern face, the whole country of Karen-ni 
lay spread out before us. Unlike the localities of the tribes of 
Karens in the mountains passed to the westward, the plantations 
on this side were all carefully cleared of weeds, when the crops 
had been removed, showing a bright-red surface, and bringing out 
clearly the waving outline of the slopes; this, combined with the 
distant view of the lower lands of Karen-ni, all bared of their 
primeval forest, and rolling in broad-topped undulations to the 








distant horizon, comprised a scene of beauty second to none, but 
some of the inland portions of Java, which it greatly resembles. 
Many large-sized firs, associated with teak and Een (Diptiro- 
carpus alatus), passed during the march, The formations more 
prominently available for examination than hitherto were the prin- 
cipal form of limestone, with its accompanying sandstones and 


opi 
Halting-place on one of the feeders of the Nan-pai-khyoung. 

Course E.s.e.—estimated distance 84 miles. 

Dec. 18.—The continued descent of yesterday proved so fatiguing 
to both man and beast, that it was found necessary to make a short 
march to-day, the road for the most part descending down the 
spurs of the main range, Halted on the Nan-pai-khyoung, an 
affluent of the Salween, which forms the drainage of the centre 
lands of Karen-ni. Course N.N.E.—estimated distance 23 miles, 

Dee, 19.— Proceeded by a road cut up the course of a gorge, in 
the lateral gens to the main trading-road through Kanaan 
from the northward, a good cart-road, which can be traversed by 
carriages to the Salween at a distance to the south of three days’ 
march from the junction with the main road to the chief village ; 
the: road 4 Sse across the undulating low hills of Karen-ni, 
sear Which have been cultivated in fields, and the crops but 
ately removed. ‘Other portions, fallow of the past season, were 
being prepared with the hoe for next year's rains, the rank grass 
and weeds on the surface being collected in patches previous to 
burning. At the point of the main road a band of gongs and 
drums with a bamboo flute joined the party, and kept up an 
incessant thumping, umtil our arrival at the chief's village, com- 
prising upwards of two hundred houses. All the chief men of the 
surrounding villages had assembled to do us honour, each one 
riding a pony of very small pretensions to good looks or size ; but 
whether owing to the spirit-stirring sounds of the brass instruments, 
OF, more probable, the ‘spirit which their riders had imbibed, they 





O'Riey's Journal of a Tour to Karen-ni. 185, 


coursed with each other up and down the slopes, running madly 
after each other, and cutting such capers as ouly drunken riders 
and drunken beasts can cut with pays and thy so continued 
their performance until my arrival at the halting-place on a rising 

und near the chief's residence. Course ‘.x.2.—estimate 

iiite Willcce weed xed 

The villages seen along the line o d are all ver itil 
situated on the tops of the hillocks, surrounded by dunce the 
~ Dee, 20,—Having intimated my intention of visiting the chief at 
his residence, he sent a message to the effect that he would prefe 
visiting me at my tent; the reason, although not expressed, being 
(a common one with all the Karen tribes) that the visit of strangers 
to their houses is attended with subsequent calamity to them in the 
shape of some disease of a contagious nature, and for the same 
reason the line of road which in many places would have been 
more direct panening oe to the villages was invariably turned 
ener making a considerable détour in some instances. 1o return 
to the chief: the old man accordingly made his appearance at my 
tent during the forenoon, and on entering it at my mvitation stood 
for some time regarding it with extreme curiosity. Having 
satisfied himself that it was not a bamboo fabric, he entered it, : 
seated himself at my request on a camp-chair, drawing up his legs 
on the seat tailor-fashion. From the letters I had received from 
him at Toungu, in which he constantly referred to his extreme 
age, as well as from the reports of those who had seen him, I was 
prepared to meet an old man of seventy or so; but his appearance 
ully bore out his statement that he had passed his ninetieth year. 
Small of frame, which bore evidence of his having been a wiry, 
active man, he carried himzelf remarkably well for liz age ; but the 
bent spine, the tremulous motion of the hands sid. Bloated eye, 
with a vacant elgcraree and a csaae of speech, = but too 
true a tale of his having passed the ordinary age assigned to man. 

In dress he was distin ished from his people by wearing the 
costume of the Shana (a double-breasted jacket and loose trousers 
of white cloth with a turban of the same material); across the left 
shoulder hung, suspended by a red cord, his state dha with the 
sheath and handle covered with silver plates ornamented ; and as 
a support, forming at the same time his insignia of authority, he 
carried a stout spear of seven feet long with a broad blade and the 
whole of the shaft encased in silver. From the head of the shaft 
at the point of insertion of the blade, a mass of horse-hair, dyed 
Sigh hung down fringe-like, giving rather a handsome appearance 
to the weapon. 

I sien the old chief that the guvernor of the province of 
Pegu had deputed me on my present mission with the double 
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purpose of opening a trading-road to the Shans throngh Karen-m 
md across the oki region to the west into the valley of the 
Sitang, which I had accomplished; and also that, hearing of the 
dissensions and repeated aggressions of other chiefs of Rare en-0i 
upon his, Kyay-hpo-gyee's, people, the governor of Pegu was 
desirous that al misunderstandings should be arrange through 
my agency and peace established between them. Without. this, 
no permanent eecurity to the safe passage of the traders would be 
attained, and the country derive no benefit from the measures 
adopted by our Government, which regarded with warm interest 
the prozperity of Karen-ni as an independent power. I also 
brought other matters to the chiefs notice, = ecially — subject of 
the agency of his people in slavery, its effects upon the Yaings 
Sith ‘Gar harden, oo its obj escrsale and seralling character. 
And finally, on introducing the Karen-ni teacher, Qua-lah, to 
him, 1 informed him of the benetits to be derived by his people 
from adopting a means of enlightenment which would raise them 
above the reproach of being uncivilized and drome rmefec 
“possession of a written character, place them on a level with the 
surrounding nations of Shans, Ha and Burmese. To all I 
said, which was interpreted to him by the Shan My-Hpoo in an 
exceedingly condensed form, if the shortness of the speech were a 
sufficient indication, the old man appeared to give a nervous 
listening, and then replied im a string of short coughing sentences, 
which occupied him for more than half an hour, the burden of 
which was the oft-repeated story conveyed in his letters (written 
in Burmese by a Shan Poon-gyee who resides here), of the ingrati- 
tude of Kyau Pee Tee, the chief of Newae Toung, who from 
being his dependent and protégé, and entrusted with a portion of 
the country, had sought the aid of the Burmese to dispossess him, 
Kyay-hpo-gyee, and become ruler of the country, subjecting it to 
the authority of the Burmese, &c.: to which government neither 
he, the chief, nor his sons, would ever submit, on account of the 
atrocities they committed when they invaded the country from 
Toungu about ten “er ago. This one subject appeared to hold 
possession of the old chiefs mind to the exclusion of every other ; 
and I perceived, as he proceeded on with the garrulity of extreme 
old age with a repetition of the same story (or, as interpreted 
into Burmese by his son-in-law the Shan, fool’s talk), the uselessness 
of prolonging # conversation with him. I therefore desired the 
Shan to inform him that [ would write a letter to Kyau Pee 'Tee, 
expressing a wish for an interview with him, and informing him of 
my object in visiting Karen-ni, and that it would defer the 
eeecatoo of we matters for the present. I accordingly 
wrote a letter to Kyau Pee Tee, and sent it by the azent Moung 
Hpoo and the old Shan trader OoMyat, but ‘atid tania no 
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guide of Kyay-hpo-gyee’s people, and with much difficulty I 
induced a Shan, long resident bere, to accompany them as guide, 
‘80 Breat is the dread of these people of capture and slavery. 

availed myself of the opportunity of the chiefs visit to obtam 
particulars of the history of his race, who are, ethnically con- 
sidered, a distinct people from the surrounding tribes of Jvarens 
Those particulars, as being too lengthy for adiary, have embodied 
in my general report on the country. 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 54°; 2 pa. 73°; 6p, 60°. 

Sunday, Dec. 1.—6 a.m. 54°; 2 pat. 75°; 6 pat 68°. 

Dee. sa Saad SEP the camp close to the village of the 
chiefs residence, I have in consequence been subjected to the in- 
cessant annoyance of being stared at and noise-confused by the 
snebiane es antes and enlace the last consider 
some wild beast whom it would be dung to approach withi 
reach, Under the impression that I tat cechieainclon art of the 
obligation and given every ove an opportunity of satisfying their 
curiosity, | moved the camp to the top of an adjacent hill, whence 
a splendid. view is had of the surrounding country, and, with the 






exception of chance passengers, I shall be free from the annoyanes: 
of an insatiable curiosity. - 

During the moving of the camp I proceeded to a prominent 
point on the hills in the vicinity, to examine the country. From 
my position, looking southward, the whole space presented a mass 
of broad-topped undulations varying from 200 to GUU feet in height, 
the valleys curving with a gent ¢ slope to the centre, down which, 
in broad patches, the new EE ped in surface offered a striking 
contrast to the portions clothed with stubble of last season's crops 
in the bright red and chocolate hues of the soil. Small patches 
of low jungle clothed the sides of the occasional steep gorges, and 
this, with the clamps of gigantic bamboo throwing its par 
feathered foliage in graceful curves around and high above the 
villages within its shade, relieved the pags of the la 
by the varied shades of green which ehone brilhantly im the sun's 
raya, merging in the far distance in darker shades until lost in the 
blue haze that showed the ranges of limestone-rocks formingiiae 
background of the picture in the direction of the Salween Iver, 
On the east side, an immense fissure in the formation with steep 
sides and narrow centre diversified the scene, on both sides of 
whieh the came undulating surface, with broad patches of cultivation, 
extends to the base of a ridge of hills which separate these lands 
from the Salween River. To the west the curves are more extended, 

iving to the centre an “ocean wave-like " shape, dotted over with 
sites of villages and low peaks of limestone-rock covered with 
vegetation, increasing in dimensions as they # ch the main 
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side. A high swelling ridge, bare of vegetation, shut out the 
prospect northward; but - ruide informed me that at the 
vast plain which extends far into the Shan States. 

I had frequently heard of the beauty of this country, but 
language is a feeble agent in depicting ecenes of Nature's 
grandeur in all their full reality. It peanies only the presence of 
water in meandering streams coursing the base of the undulating 
hills to render it a perfection of the picturesque; but this, from 
being considerably higher than the main drainage of the western 
ranges and separated therefrom by the broken masses of the 
mountain limestone, it does not possess, This absence of running 
streams, however, applies only to the centre portion of the surface, 
as at a distance of a few miles north and south copious streams flow 
eastward into the Salween—the Nan-pai to the south and the 
Poon and its tributaries to the north of my position. In all the 
anh ores, which are clothed with dense vegetation, small 
rivulets exist, of sufficient capacity to meet all the wants of the 
inhabitants, without the necessity for seeking it below the é 
of the hill valleys. 

T ascertained the height of my present camp to be 3315 feet, 
and with this datum the range of elevation of the undulating surface 
may be stated at from 5000 to 3650 feet above the sea-level. 

a oreo 6 am, 55°; 2 pw. 72°: 6 Pom. 65°, 

i¢ real grounds of objection to my visiting the residence of the 
old chief were accidentally discovered daa the forenoon by 
several of the Burmese guard, who, in strolling through the village 
near the chief's house, came upon two poor wretches confined by a 
chain round the neck and with their legs in bamboo stocks in a 
small enclosure, where they have been kept for several months 
oar their crime being, a suspicion of their having stolen a 
bullock and a kye-dzee, the property of a relation of the chief 
who resides at a village near that from whence these men, who are 
Yaings, were taken. I have already spoken to the Shan and the 
son of the chief on the inhumanity of such treatment, and on 
delivering the present I have brought for him shall make a 
request for their release, 

Pec. 25.—Accompanied by the Shan and one of the headmen 
of the village, I proceeded to the termination of the undulating 
formation at a distance of about eight miles to the northward, at 
which point a magnificent prospect burst at once upon the view. 
At from 800 to 1000 feet below us lay an unbroken plain of at 
least 30 by 50 miles, ; ing to the northward until lost in the 
faint blue base-line of the distant hills which bounded the horizon : 
nearest the base of our position beautifully undulating valleys with 


gentle curves swept downwards until lost in the level curlace of 
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the plain, upon whose broad space, at intervals of a few miles, 

ight spots of verdure with the towering bamboo marked the 
sites of villages near which herds of cattle grazed in the stubble of 
the past harvest. Hills enclosed the plain on every side, forming 
a God-created ring-fence to a scene which is surpassingly beautiful 

During the journey several places of interment of tee dead were 
passed. Each village reserves a plot of jungle for this purpose ; 
and, in the deep foliage of the ms etal small miniature houses 
are seen, upon which hang suspended the baskets, implements of 
cultivation and household use, and fresh offerings of pumpking, 
heads of maize and millet, and the neverfailing gourd-shell, which 
contained the intoxicating beverage (the fermented liquor of mice 
and millet) of the departed one. In addition to the articles of 
daily use when alive, a portion of the valuables (ald or silver 


ornaments) of the deceased are buried with the body ; a custom 
observed by all Karens, who know no other than che despre 
spirit worship.("”) 


On my return to camp, I found the agent Moung-Hpo with 
Oo-Myat returned from. the chief of Ngwai-Toung, yank Paee 
Tee, bringing an answer to my letter couched in the most friendly 
terms. He states his pleasure at my arrival in the country, and 
the gratification it will afford him to meet me; that the unfor- 
tunate state of affairs between himself and the chief Kyay-Hpo- 
Gyee renders it impossible for him to come within his authority ; 
but that he will welcome me to his village and do all in his power 
to bring about the settlement of their differences in a spirit that 
the inhabitants of the country, who are of the same kindred, may 

ijoy, peace and security for the future. He also professes to be 
equally interested with nen in the prosperity of the traders, to 
whom he promises to afford all the assistance in his power in 
their passage through the country. : | . 

I caused the contents of the letter to be communicated to the 
chief, his sons, and the head men, urging upon them the necessity 
for their co-operation with me in the good work of reconciliation 
which was now open to them. I also suggested that the chiefs 
idea of what, they said, would be certain death to them for reasons: 
best known to themselves. I requested them, however, to consult 
with their father and let me know the result as soon as possible, as 
it was my intention to proceed to Ngwai-Toung. — 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 58°; 2 pa. 75°; 6 p.m. 66°. 

Dee, 24.—Rain during the night, attended with clouds of drift, 
which continued during the whole of the day, keeping the tempe- 
rature below 60°, producing an uncomfortable sensation of 


the range of the monzoon changes, and occur in the Irrawaddy, 
Sitang and Salween valleys during this month. — } 

The implements of cultivation in use throughout the country 
are a broad-bladed hoe and the Shan plough; the latter of very 
light construction, with a share of Iron, or rather a shoe of six 
inehes long by four broad, fitted on to the wood of the share and 
made with a slight curve towards the point, which prevents it pene- 
trating the soil beyond four inches deep. The hoe is used chiefly 
on the sloping sides of the hills, the plough on ‘the more level 
surfaces, and in the use of both, the women partake equally with 
the men ; in fact, from what I have witnessed, the females perform 
by far the larger ote of out-door work. and appear to be a 
hardy, industrious clasa(") On_ roceeding to their fields or return- 
ing from them with a heavy load over their back, after the labours 
of the day, each one carries a spindle of prepared cotton-wool in 
lier left hand and twister in the richt one, with which Pe spit 
the cotton-yarn as they move along, to weave into articles off 
clothing at their leisure. 

Besides paddy, the cereals planted are maize, millet, and kyuk ; 
the two last used chiefly in the manufacture of a fermented liquid 
(Koung) which is — drunk by all classes, and is regarded 
asa panacea for “all the ills that flesh is heir to.” Moderation 
in the use of this beverage appears to be the exception to the rule. 
Vegetables of the pumpkin'class, with several descriptions of beans, 
the oil “sesame,” the ground-nut, tobacco and cotton-plants, form 
a portion of their cultivation, and, judging from the size of esculents 
left:to rot or for seed in the ficlds, the soil (a rich loam of briglit 
red and chocolate hues) is of more than ordinary fertility. 

The level surface-lands of the plain are planted and cropped’ 
annually, similar to those of paddy lands ( wet) generally ; but the 
uplands, in the absence of the -renovation from submersion, are 
allowed to lie fallow three or four years, by which time they are 
covered with erass and brushwood sufficient in the decomposition 
to afford nutriment to the soil for a new crop. 

The chief's son (Kwoon Tee) sent a message to the effect that 
having consulted the augury of the bones of a fowl, the result was 
against his accompanying me to Newai Toung, but that he would. 
accompany his father to my tent to-morrow, if the rain ceased, to 
talk the matter over, ‘The ridiculous superstition of consulting the 

oracle by the position and number of the small orifices in the bones: 
of fowls, upon- which most'of the Karen race pin their faith, is a 
serious obstacle to the introduction of any theasure tending to their 
improvement. An instance of this oceutred a few days since, when’ 
the eldest son of the chief; suffering from an attack of fever, the” 
result, I presume, of an excess of koung yai, I sent him an emetic’ 
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der; but he was deterred from taking it by the result of the 


indications of the augury he had consulted, which was unfavourable, 
and he now lies ill of intermittent fever, relying upon the “ spirit” 
of his worship to restore him. 

Thermometer 6 aim. 54°; 2 p.m. 58°; 6 pa. 56°, 

Dec, 25,—T he chief, with his sons and a numerous retinue, came 
to my tent to consult on the matters touching the letter from the. 
chief of Newai Toung, Kyau-Pee-Tee. In reply to my proposition, 
he stated that neither he, his sons, nor the chief men, believed in 
the professions of Pee-Tee, nor would they trust themselves within 
his power; that, as a test of his (Pee-Tee's) sincerity, he should 
accompany me on my return from Newai-Toung, when he would 
be well received and every consideration given to anything he had) 
to offer as a means of paneer pre that Ete was mice 
regarded by him as. his son until after assigning him a portion of 
a country, when be ought ee of ae ee 
which instigated him in his attacks upon Kyay-Hpo-Gyee's people 
and villages, since which there has been no ps for there 
hitants. He stated his desire of placing the entire control of the 
country in the hands of our Government or of myself, if I would 
remain in the country; but that m the event of my returning 
without bringing matters to a friendly termination, the same 
anarchy ariel unhappiness would follow as had obtained for the past 
ten years, and the urmese, who had intimated an intention. of 
placing a frontier guard within the Karen-ni country subject to 
fim, at a place to the northward, called Nan-tsan-khan, would,, 
through Nga-Pee-Tee’s agency, eventually become masters of the 
country. Finally, that ere he passed away he was desirous, of 
securing peace to his people and sons by the protection of our 
Government on any terms. a 

In reply, [ could only urge what I had previously stated, that, 
for the security of both parties and the traders, the governor of, 
Pegu had deputed me to endeavour to effect a reconciliation between 
the chiefs, which on my arrival at Newai-Toung I should use my 
best endeavours to accomplish. With regard to the subject of the 
transfer of his country to our Government, I explained that I was) 
not empowered to treat, but that his wishes therein, as well as all 
other matters affecting the tranquillity of the country, would be 
communicated to my superior, vi every consideration would be’ 
a ig f t the malpractices of the, 

1 took the opportunity o! inti Ont Tie Ww of ie 
Yaings of the Sabra eae rithin fis territory, as well of the red 
Karens themselves, in seeking and carrying into slavery the 
people from the tribes within the Toungu boundary, He said, 
that such acts were committed without lus knowledg ae eotorhy, 
each village chief acting independently of him, and that he would. 





* best means 
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do all in sale bebo soi an tosuch for the future, but that the 
of preventing it would be my residence im the country, 
as the village chiefs would respect and fear my authority. 
Before re left I spoke to the chief's son, Koon-Tee, on the 
inhumanity of keepirig the two poor wretches chained by the neck 
and legs in his father’s village. He stated that both had been 
caught stealing cattle, and that they were so detained, not by the 
nef, but by the people whose bullocks had been stolen, until ran- 
somed by their relatives. This fact proved, what I had all alon 
sUspe that there is actually no government in the country, aad 
that the chief is so in name oul, the patriarch of his clan. 
‘The eldest son of the chief (Koon-Sha), who was suffering from 
the effect of fever, preferred a claim for 420 rupees for pec ple em- 
aie on this side of the hills in making the road to the junction 
with the main trading one. Having satisfied myself as to its cor- 
rectness, I paid the money, which was distributed forthwith among 
numerous expectants, who, with matchlock, or from one to three 
spears in hand and a dagger at the waist, presented the appear- 
ay men who would brook no injustice even from a chief's 
Thermometer 6 am. 57°; 2 pa. 64°: 4 par. 62°: with clouds 
and passing mist which obscured the sum during the whole day. * 
Dee. 26.—Several individuals of tribes who inhabit the moun- 
tains to the north-west of the Shan States came to see me, They 
call themselves Lat-kta and Padoung ; the former designated tarvo, 
or bare-headed, by the red Karens, from the fashion of cropping 
their hair close, with the exception of two long locks hanging down 
from the temples. They are profusely decorated with ornaments 
of shells and beads, a coronet of the Di cttes round the head and - 
heavy necklaces of the latter. Both tribes have a peculiarity of 
feature, resembling in some measure the Chinese, with the iris 
coloured of a light brown, which would mark them as a distinct 
race from the Karens of this locality and the adjacent mountain- 
ranges. Their language also is entirely distinct. from any spoken 
by the Karen tribes, and resembles in sound and inflection the 
Chinese and Shan languages. 
Thermometer 6 a.m. 58°; 2 p.m. 70°; 6 pat. 66°. 
_ Dee. 27.—During our early walk across some paddy cultivation 
in stubble, a pheasant and several red-leesed partridges got up: 
the latter appear to be plentiful, as I hear them from Se tent 
calling from each pateh of long grass around. On my return I saw 
several plants of the wild raspberry creeping among the limestone- 
blocks: they were in fruit, which is small and with little taste or 
flavour. I also discovered a vine, bearing bunches of white flowers 
of a soft and pleasant scent. The whole of the vines and creepers: 
at present in bloom have a similar fragrant scent, in a greater or 
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less degree, and all would form an acquisition to the ornamental 
plants of our gardens. a 
Thermometer 6 a.m. 63°; 2 pw. 72°; 6 pow, 64°, 

_ Sunday, Dee, 23.—Sent an intimation to the chief of my inten- 
tion to move camp to-morrow to Noung Belai, the residence of 
Kyay-hpo-ngay, to which place, as friendly relations exist between 
the two chiefs, the son of Kyay-hpo-gyee, Koon ‘Tee, is desirous of 
“Accompanying me. 

_ The Shan Poon-gye paid me a visit during the afternoon, and 
In a conversation on the subject of the spirit-worship of the red 
Karens and their abject superstitions, he said that many of the 
youths evinced a wish to be taught to read and write, and to learn 
the forms sears of the Budhist faith, for which purpose they 
had occasionally visited his monastery, but that the parents had 
chastised them for it, and prevented their returning. The Karen 
missionary (Qualah) also finds that they entertain an insuperable 
objection to adopt a faith whose tenets prohibit the use of the 
intoxicating koung yai: to substitute water for it (which, by the 
way, they use rarely for purposes of ablution, and never for alge 
when their favourite koung yai is to be had) would, they say, entai 
fatal consequences upon them. | 
Inm cl ig regarding the prevailing diseases and causes of 
death, 1 find that the generality of the deaths in the adult pula- 
tion, with the exception of those from small-pox and ser 3 are 
the natural ones of old age and decrepitude ; and from Kyay-hpo- 
shee the chief whose century of existence is but a few years distant, 

learnt that cholera had never visited this favoured region. 

Thermometer 6 a.w. 60°; 4 pa. 73°; 6 pa 66°, | 

Dee, 29.—Proceeded to Noung Belai, the residence of the chief 
Kyay-hpo-ngay, the road curving with the base-line of the undu- 
lations for 8 miles, when it descends by a gradual incline into the 
valley of the plain. Throughout the whole descent—as from 
nearer approach the level land became more distinct, with patches 
of water at intervals, near which herds of cattle were grazing—each 
turn of the road revealed fresh beauties of the landscape; and in 
ceed Sam road through the centre of the valley, the lines of 
trees of the Banyan and prickly Euphorbia, planted as line-fences 
enclosed by deep ditches, the graceful masses of gigantic bamboo 
all carefully fenced round, the park-like appearance of the slopes, 
and the careful tillage of the deep-red soil marked with the furrows 
of the plough, combined to form a pleasing picture, resembling in 


the distant progpect scenes of home and its peaceful valleys; all 
was in unison, mountain and valley, grove and plain, in Nature's 
beauty blending, 


Near the foot of the low hills, on which the villages of Noung 
Belai to the number of about 250 houses are built, a stream from 
VOL, XXXII. oO 
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. in its course it is made to flow soabagr the 3 rth gare | oon 

broad expanse have the appearance of a lake. As the waters drain 

off, the wet land iz made to yield a second crop of the season by 

those who have an incentive to so much additional industry ; but 

few, I am told, avail themselves of this providential neepir iy as 

their granaries are full to overflowing with the produce of the last 
asons harvest. 


» In-accordance with their uzages of welcome, [ was met at about 
midway on the line of march by a gong, anda troop of mounted 
Cossack" chiefs of villages, who, each perched on his high saddle, 
in hand, and each pony with a strap of small: bells as a neck- 
strap to the bridle, kept up such an intolerable jingling, that nearly 
drove my own beast mad, so that after a series of attempts to 
scape from them, during which | partook of his irritation from 
pure sympathy, 1 dismounted and walked for the remainder of the 
journey. On the line of march, in passing through one of the 
villages, I observed a beautiful specimen of a leopard slung by the 
neck near a spirit’s house. It was dropping to pieces from decom- 
position, having been killed by the villagers a week previously in 
the act of seizing a young bullock. From inquiry it appears to be 
the only beast of prey of the larger kind in the country—the tiger 
ecareely ever leaving the deep jungle-cover of the lower land. — 
Thermometer 6 a.t. 58°; 6 p.m. 60°. 

Dee. 30.—The chief of Noung Belai, or as he is styled Kyay- 
lipo-ngay, in company with a young man, Po Bya, the chief of 
certain villages to the northward, came to my tent, with the usual 
tail of silver-handled and sheathed dha-bearers; and a rabble of 
villagers, all armed with either spear, matchlock, or musket. 
Neither apparel nor cleanliness distinguished these chiefs from the 
rest; a Shan jacket and a pair of blue trowsers, innocent of water 
from the day of their birth and scented powertully with the spillings 
of koung yai and the fumes of tobacco, rendered their presence 
within the tent by no means enjoyable. Speaking nothing but their 
own Karen-ni dialect, they were communicated with through the Shan 
agent of Kyay-hpo-gyee, Moung-H poo. The young chief uttered not 
a word, but viewed the interior of the tent round and round again, 
and no doubt stored up conclusions too valuable for utteraner, 
The chief Kyah-hpo-ngay, in reply to my suggestions affecting a 
reconciliation with Kyn-Peo-Tee of Newai Toung, said that when 
the Burmese invaded Karen-ni, his father and uncle had been 
taken and killed through the agency of Kyau-Pee-Tee ; but that 
had occurred a long time ago, however, and that he had no diffi- 
culty to settle old matters; he wished to live in peace and to see 
all the people of the same race (red Karens) enjoy the same, 
mstead of hghting and plundering each other; and finally, that 
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any arrangement for the establishment of friendly relations between 
Kyan-Pee-Tee and the chief Kyay-hpo-cyee, which I could effect, . 
he would aleo agree to: having said which he resumed his pipe, 
Bide Godt of tho nesting terpeeter; Moung-Hpoay 
he dusk of the evening the Shan interpreter, Moune-Hpo« 

came to the tent, accompanied by several young men of dhe wiikey 
bringing news of, to him, dire import: two youths, he said, had just 
returned from Newai Toung (which is situated at the distance of 
about two miles in the plain below my camp), where some of the 
Villagers made many inquiries as to the number of men, horses, 
elephants, muskets, &c., that [ had brought with me; and that they, 
the newsmongere, before leaving the village, heard from other 
youths of their own stamp that measures had been concerted. to 
attack the Engloek Meng, kill him and his party, and appropriate 
his property. Knowing the character of this individual, to whose 
agency I attribute much of the ill-fecling which exists between the 
chiefs, | remarked ae Seo a a he bad 
given a too willing belief previously to my arrival in the country, 
and had urged es is fabts to induce me to bring Goyah Tseet- 
poing with me (Europeans and Sepoys), which it appears he had 
promised the old chief Kyay-hpo-gyee to effect on his first appear- 
ance in Toungu in the capacity of agent from him. The burden 
of his song has ever since been “Goyah Tseet-poing,” to my ex- 
eessive annoyance, more especially so as he has ee 
the report that I came to take possession of the country in the name 
of the Company, and this report I conclude to be a trick of his own 
to gain the point of  Goyah Tseet-poing.” I accordingly told 
him that I gave no credit to idle stories of the kind; that if the 

athe had heard of any such intention from the chief Kyau-Pee- 
Tee himself, 1 would take | notice of it; and that, although 
unaccompanied by “Go “sect-poing,” I had the means of 
defending my life, which it would be better for any of the race not 
to attempt. 1 cautioned him as to the consequence of spreadin 
reports which were untrue of the objectg of my visit, and whiel 
could tend only to impede the good understanding which [ wished 
to effect. 











As the position of my camp affords access to water and good 
forage for the elephants, which Newai as. Pa not, I sent the 
agent Moung-Hpoo, with the old Shan Oo-Myat, to present my 
compliments to the chief of Ngwai Toung, requesting him to meet 
oe here, eis no objection existed on the part of Kyay- 

po-ngay or his people. | 
Therm : wieeielele 6 am. 53°; haaalanes ; pM, 67", ra 

Dec, 31.—In ascertaining the height of two positions on the 
level of the plain, found the average to be 2850 feet above the sea- 
level, and as far as the eye can range ee 

oO 
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without any inclination, to the base of the hills which bound the 
horizon. The agent Moung-Hpoo with Oo returned from 
Newai Toung; they bring a message from Kyau Pee Tee and 
othier chiefs t they cannot cross the plain to my camp, in conse- 
quence of the enmity existing between the people of Noung Belai 
and themselves, I have, therefore, intimated my intention. of 
visiting them to-morrow, to talk over affairs and return to camp in 
the afternoon, The chief Kyay-hpo-gyee's son (Kwoon-sha) is 
full of fears for my safety, and greatly opposed to our going to 
Newai Toung ; but small attention is paid to his talk, which is full 
of drunken bravado, 
Thermometer, 6 A.w, 48°; 2 paw. 76°; 6 par. 68°. 

_ Jan, 1, 1857,—Having no one with whom to interchange the 
~ ial ang and amenities of the season in person, I commenced 

year by wishing myself all the good my friends could wish me, 
and especially a successful issue to the undertaking I am. now 


engaged upon. 
Aiter breakfast, I proceeded with a couple of elephants, accom- 
panied’ by the Karen teacher, Qua-lah, agent Moung-Hpoo, 
and a few of my own people (taking no arms with me, with the 
exception of my own pistols) to the village or rather Shan town of 
Newai Toung, the residence of Kyau Pee Tee, at a distance in 
the plain of about 3 miles. The principal part of the inhabitants 
are Shans, who, to the number of near 700 families, reside within 
a space enclosed by a ditch and rampart with a palisade of thorn 
bushes on the top; the whole affair, however, affords so slight a 
protection that any man (a drunken Red Karen for example) 
could cay, Pe ribo if s0 maineied. Outside the enclosed 
space, the f sarens have several large villages, and, judgi 
rom the immense number of Shans and Rares of both pei 
crowded round me to get a sight of the, to them, extraordinary 
animal in the shape of an unshaven stout white man, the population 
must be very numerous. Selecting a spot under a shady tree, I 
pitched my camp-cliair and sat down, sending intimation of my 
arrival to the chiefs. During the time I thus waited the crowd of 
people, the men being all armed with spear, matchlock or dha, so 
crushed in upon me—some of them climbing the tree for the 
purpose of observation—that I was waxing hot both in body and 
temper, and was compelled to request them. to open a passage for 
the air, or sit down to permit its reaching me over instead of 
through their bodies, As most of the Shans present spoke the 
Burmese language, my wish was at once complied with, and they 
with a hearty laugh shouted to the Karens to sit down; upon 
which the greater portion immediately squatted, and in return for 
s0 much complacency, I took off my topee and laid it aside, so.as 
to afford a full view of the head of the animal, glancing round 
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| front to rear to admit an inspection to all alike. While thus 


igaped, a stir was made in the crowd; the women with shouts 
scampered away; a lane was formed in the mass of squatters 
around me, and the chief, dressed in the Burman costume, entered 
and sat down on his state-carpet, a not over-pleasant smelling 
bullock's hide. Of about 50 yeara of age (a Shan by birth), clean, 
with a pleasing and intelligent countenance that bespoke a supe- 
riority far above the best of the Red Karens, his tout ensemble 
afforded no indication of the ruthless tyrant which my friends on 
this side. of the question described him to be: my impression was, 
in fact, altogether in his favour, and it was strengthened by the 
result of our conference. 

Having received my letter informing him of the objects of my 
mission, we at once entered into a diseussion of the matters per- 
taining thereto. Pointing to the short distance which separated 
Newa Toung from Noung Belai, I said that it was sorrowful to 
think that so short a space separated relatives and brothers’ in 
race; and that the want of a simple knowledge of cach other's 
real feelings and intention, by personal intercourse, alone kept up 
the feeling of animosity and induced the acts of mutual aggression 
which obtained with them; and that so long as such a state of 
affairs prevailed, neither security to the traders nor peaceful 
existence to themselves could be maintained: that the Governor 
of Peru, commiserating this deplorable state of affairs, was desirous 
of effecting a reconciliation between the chiefs, and of opening up 
a free and unrestricted communication with Toungu, by the road 
I had come, to the whole territory of Karen-ni, in which good 
work I solicited his co-operation. The chief in reply stated that, 
tore with myself, he deplored the present state of ill-feeling 
which separated the people of Karen-mi, and induced the frequently 
oecurring attacks upon each other's villages, burning of houses, 
seizure of cattle and people, &c.; and more especially so, as upon 
himself fell the odium of any and every act of the kind committed 
in retaliation i Ado of the eastern side on those of the west, 
under the chieftainships of Kyay-hpo and Kyay-hpo-ng 
He said that the difficulty of effecting a reconciliation lay in the 
fact of there being no governing power in the country to check 
the plundering propensities of almost every man of the smallest 
weight or influence in the villages, The chiefs associated with 
himself, viz. Pya Ten, the successor of the old Pa Baa, Koon Tee, 
the chief of the northern portion, and Pa Ban Galay, of the 
southern, were, like those on the western division, chiefs merely in 
name ; possessing neither power nor authority over any free person 
of the community. He informed me of a theft of cattle, thirteen 
in-number, and of the seizure of seven Shans from the Mein Koon 
Teo Broaship to the northward, committed by seven individuals of 
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the Eastern Karens, whose names he gave, all residing within the 
chieftainship of Noung Belai; but that he did not pobre 
accuse Kyay-hpo-ngay of participation therein, or of those acts 
Raving been perpetrated by his orter 


T told him of the report which had reached me on the line of 
march, of his having attacked and burnt several villages on the 
frontier of Kyay-hpo-ngay's country. He said that it was one of 
those infamous faleshoods perpetrated by the Shan Moung Hpoo, 
to keep up the bad feeling towards him, and he clearly proved that 
the vil in question were under the chieftainship of Koon Tso; 
that Kyay-hpo never had anything to do with them; that they 
were equally beyond his (Kyau Poe Tee's) control ; and finally, 
that the affair was a quarrel between villages of the same party, 
the Eastern Kareris, and that their own chief, Koon Tso, dared not 
interfere between the parties. This statement was fully corrobo- 
rated by several Shan traders who had lately passed through the 
villages in question. | 
On the subject of his having received charge of the eastern 
ion of Karen-ni from rest @yee, he gave an unqualified 
nial, and called forth two of the oldest inhabitants ‘to relate the 
history of the chiefs of the country, from whieh it. ed that 
during the earlier period of Pan Ban's residence in Karen-ni, 


Kyay-hpo-gyee was unknown; other particulars of the country he 


ave with a frankness and ingenwousness that carried conviction 
with it, and proved beyond a doubt that all [had previously beard 
mctts rae medium of “Goyah,” “'Tseet Poing,” Moung Hpoo, 
the Shan agent of K yay-hpo-gyee, was a string of lies, 
I took the opportunity of inquiring as to the nature and extent 
of the control exercised by the Court of Ava over the eastern 
rtion of Karen-ni. He informed me that he, as well as the 
aren-ni chiefs associated with him, had become cubjects of the 
King of Burmah, from whom, through the officer commanding the 
frontier military post at Mobyay, they received the orders of that 
Government ; but that neither taxes nor other levies were made 
on the Karens. Also, that the Shan tradera were exempt from 
duties on passing through the custom saa of the country to the 
Salween; the only payment made by them being the hire of an 
armed party to protect them from the attacks of” Dacoits in their 
passage through the country; that the traders occasionally made 
ao to himself and the Karen chiefs, when passing their 
lities ; but such gifts were optional, and of trifling value. 
On my representation that the road through the valley to the 
westward had now been opened direct to Toungu, he, to my great 
pcs, ve — the trading-road from the north to the east- 
Ward through the territory of Kyay-hpo was known to all as 
being much superior to that through Rin Iocaliey but that the fear 
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af bala + undered by the chiefs, and attacked by the villagers 
along the line, prevented their going by that route. Some 1200 
traders had already passed through his town for Moulmein, who 
had been infaemen, of my advent by a road across the western 
i ; but they were deterred from taking advantage of it ly 
the known bad character of the chiefs and headmen. He appe 
to several Shan traders present who confirmed his statement, and 
to these men I addressed myeelf particularly ; and promised either 
to accompany them myself, or furnish a guard for the perso of 
any number who wished to proceed by this route until well within 
the Toungn district. They promised to inform their fellow-traders 
to the northward of what I had said, and I sincerely trust that it 
may have the desired effect ere I eave the country : the cireum- 
stance, however, shows. me how little worthy of credit the statements 
of the Shan Moung Hpoo are, an oft-repeated one being to the 
effect that many hundreds of Shan traders were anxiously awaiting 
my arrival to proceed to Toungu by the new road. ade 
Returning to the principal subject of my communication, Kyau 
Pee Tee acceded to my proposal to draw up an agreement by 
which the chiefs of both parties should engage to live in amity for 
the future, forgetting past occurrences and engaging to submit to 
their superior chiefs or headmen, as arbitrators of both 7 its, 
all differences which may arise nm future, instead of adopting the 
summary method of the past. I told him that I would endeavour 
to obtain the restoration of the cattle and people from Munkang 
as an essential preliminary measure ; and fa acceded to, and the 
terms of the agreement accepted by the chiefs of Kyay-hpos 
party, the docament should be signed in my presence and trans- 
mitted to him, He promised his best offices to effect the good 
such a reconciliation would produce, but said that with the Karen 
chiefs it would be necessary to call into consultation the Burman 
officer of the frontier post. ed 
I returned to Noung Belai through the paddy-lands of the 
town, and was pleased with the care and attention which the 
presented. Each plot or field is carefully fenced by a stone wall 
of 3 feet high, made of loose blocks of a lateritic conglomerate 
which is found in large patches on the surface of the plain; t i 










superstratum removed, the soil beneath appears to be sufficiently 
fertile, with the use of the plough and rae to produce the 
usual variety of cereals and esculenta, although in appearance 


harsh and sterile, Numerous herds of black cattle and bufialoes 
with here and there a number of ponies and flocks of goats, all um 
the best condition, were grazing in the plain. 
Thermometer, 6 A.M. 50° + 2pm. 76°; 4 Pm.65°. 
Jan. 2.—Qn my return yesterday afternoon, the chiefs and 
headmen with the Shan Moung Hpoo were waiting at thé tent 
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by their looks the pleasure that their forebodings for 





: safety bad not been realised, [ explained to them the result 


my negotiations, and told them to consult together and let me 
know their decision on the morrow. The heir of the house of 
Kyay-hpo-gyee (Koon Sha) was in the same happy state as on a 
former occasion, and equally brave in his liquor, so that I was 
compelled to use the excuse “ a meieene from which I was 
sult ering, to ' rid of the | TY Tor the day, 
This tibet the Pidle paves aoacenblad at the tent, and after a — 
ny debate gave in their consent to the arrangement proposed ; 
but said that, before signing the aereeanent, it would be requisite 
to consult sie am old chief Kyay-hpo-gyee, to whose village they 
roposed I should return. 









ae uring the consultation I was highly amused with the excuses 
put forth by the Bituy oa in the cattle-lifting, Too-la-pai by name, 
Fie said that he took them in satisfaction of a debt of five hundred 
ticals, due by Kyan Pee Tee to his late father, As the cattle 
were not the property of os tsi Pee Tee, I explained to him that 
the theft was clear, enta is excuse; he then said that he did 
not steal them, but took them for the value of a gold sheathed 
dha which Kyau Pee Tee had purchased of a man wh had stolen 





it from him. As I could not admit this in extenuation of the 

rime, he cast about for some mort valid excuse, and then plumply 
denied the theft altogether; he was, in fact, in sie ag for a good 
excuse, and, having failed in all, he at last reluctant y consented to 
restore the stolen cattle, : 

If amused with my friend the eattle-stealer, I was in a greater 

h the Shan Moung Upoo, who o posed so 
many “ buts” to the simple terms under consideration, that 1 lost 
all patience, and threatened to send him to negotiate the affair in 
person with Kyau Pee Tee, This had the desired effect, and cut 
short his objections, but each day brings evidence of the pernicious 
influence which this man’s agency exercises over the Karen chiefs 

Having so far arranged matters, I sent the agent Mi H 

with presents to Kyau Pee Tee and the Karen chiefs, intimating 
my intention of returning to the Village of Kyay-hpo gyee to- 
morrow, and instructed Moung Hpoo to inform them of the willing- 
ness expressed by the chief men of Noung Belai to conform to the 
thermometer 6 acs. 50°: 2 py, 7°; 6am, 65°. 

Jan. 3.—The agent Moung Hpoo returned from Newai Toung 
esterday evening, bringing many complimentary messages from 
yau Pee Tee. He, however, appears to entertain some doubts 

of the acquiescence ae the Karen-ni ee in the terms of the pro- 
posed arrangement, but promises his best agency to accomplish it. 
Returned by the same road to the village of Kyapiter ua On 
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looking back at the beautiful scenery from the first elevation above 
the plains, I was surprised at the numbers of cattle that were 
grazing in groups below; several thousands, of which buffaloes and 
ponies formed a considerable portion, were within view, and on the 
sides of the hill, upon which I stood, a flock of goats were browsing 
in the stubble, all in the best possible condition, some of the males 
being larger and stouter than any I have ever seen. In fact, of 
black cattle, buffaloes, goats, and pigs, a lean animal of either 
kind ig an exception to the general rule; and from the nature of 
the climate and the peculiar richness of the vegetation I feel con- 
vinced that the whole country, but ince the hilly portion, 
would prove a sheep and horse breeding locality of the very best 
description. | 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 50°; si fot 77. ipa yet . 

Jan. 4, Sunday.—During the day a party of Shan traders with 
430 laden bullocks arrived from the lec Be and encamped 
near the residence of the chief Kyay-hpo-zyee. I sent a epee 
to the head men requesting them to pay me a visit during 
course of to-morrow. | | 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 56°; 2 pow. 68°; 6 Pr 61°. 

Jan. 5.—The chief men of the Shan traders came to my tent as 
requested, and on being informed that a new road direct to 
Toungu was opened, by which, should they wish to go to that 
place, | would send an escort with them to protect them through 
the localities of the Yaings, they stated in reply that they came 
from the eastward of Karen-ni and had engagements with the 
merchants of Shwai Gyeen, to which place they confined their 
traffic, but that in future they would visit Toungu. They bring 
the usual’ assortment of Shan articles, viz.: dhas, hoes, spear- 
heads, | shares, and other articles of ironware, jackets and 
trowsers, coarse tameins, and raw silk oP with beads and 
rough silver ornaments for the Red Karens. They remain here 
for a few days to collect sticlac from the Red Karens to carry to 
Shwai Gyeen. | 

Thermometer 6 a.m. 53°; 2 pt. 66°; 6 por. 60°. - 

Jan, 6—The heads of villages and others of influence from 
Noung Belai and this vicinity assembled to-day to sign the agree- 
ment to effect a reconciliation with the chiefs of the eastern Karens, 
Each individual had his own grievance to advance and particular 
wrong to redresa, until, after a wearisome repetition of the good 
effects to result to them by adopting my propositions, seer Sy 
length gave in their consent and signed the document; but a diffi- 
culty then aroze on the matter of the restoration of the thirteen 
ats of cattle lifted from Kyau Pee Tee's village. The sons of 
the old chief now brought forward a claim to them on the part of 


a relation who, about a year ago, was seized, when on the Mobyay 
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frontier, by a party of Kyau Pee Tee's people, conveyed to the 
serena that chief, sad detained a anasnse by him until rane 
somed by the payment of five viss of silver: the reason being, as 
stated by Kyau Pee Tee, that the individual in question had been 
the chief agent in’ opening a road to Kyouk Gyee by which the 
Kallahs were to come and take possession of the country. -'They 
claimed, therefore, the restitution of that sum by or Pee Tee 
before the cattle were returned. To this argument replied that 
the reasons for the theft of the cattle which had been given were 
as varioua as the sat igen in size, sex, and colour; that yy. - 
aceepted the is¢ for an unconditional restoration in good faith 
and in the tse who’ faith had intimated to Kyau Pee Tee the 
intention to restore them; and now were I to advance a claim of 
which I had not previously been made aware, he would naturally 
conclude that I was equivocating, and place no confidence in. any- 
= that I had said; that their persistence in.the detention of the 
cattle for the reasons given would render my agency abortive, and 
that viewing the matter in hand as ineffectual, | should forthwith 
prepare for my return to Toungu. After another lengthy eon- 
sultation, tem ri went applications to the Koung Yai 
bottle, they gave in their decision to the effect, that what I had 
ssid was right, and that they would restore the cattle on Kyau Dee 
Tee's consenting to sign the agreement as they had done, in which 
decision, as indicating a sincerity on their part to meet my views, 
I could but concur, | 

Thermometer 6 Ac. 57?: 2 pou, 70°: 6 am, 60°, 

Jan. i.—The Karen messengers whom I sent to T oungu with 
despatches from halting-place on the Poung Loung (16th Decem- 
ber) returned yesterday by the road farther to the south, along the 
course of the Khai-ma-hpee-khyoung, which road. the say can be 
made with little labour more practicable than the one } which we 
came. They bring no letters from Toungu, stating that the regular 
messengers had left Toungu with despatches for ne. six days pre- 
viously to their arrival there. I have now been without communi- 
cation by letter with Toungu since the 17th November, and fear 
that the Yaings of the Karen-ni side of the main ranges have 
molested the messengers, or frightened them from attempting the 
passage across: To ascertain the cause of the detention, Y send a 
party of Karens, who say that they are sufficiently acquainted with 
the tribes of Yaings on this side, and will have no difficulty in 
inducing them to let the messengers pass without hindrance, It 
ig the custom of the Yaings to extort a present from all. passengers 
through their locations, and Shans and others proceeding in small 
bodies of three or four usually leave their; oung boung or jacket 

in pe pomeseiin of these “se ati toll-gatherers, It ia therefore 
probable that the wax cloth packet containing despatches may have 
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excited their cupidity and caused a demand for a portion of the 
contents, which the messengers have not acceded to, and so they, if 
not detained, have to Toungu. 

The Karen messengers inform me that they were detained by a 


chief of the Red Karens, whose village is on the line of the tradmg - 


road to the Salween, at the southern extremity of the country, by 
name Hpo Khai, who behaved very rudely to them, and finding 
that they were disciples of the Karen Missionary Qua Lah, mt 
mated that he would not allow of the Yaings of is locality reeeiv- 
ing instruction, or of the residence of a teacher among them, and 
that he would attack any village which permitted it, He also 
informed them that he would attack me, should I attempt a passage 
ugh his domains, and that he acknowledged no authority im 
* the country but that of Kyau Pee Tee and his party, who he knew 
would be glad to hear of my death; that he had no care for the 
consequences, and so on. As this brave occupies a portion of the 
a Reo Gigi withm the border of the old chief Kyay-hpo- 
gyee, | cent for the chiefs son and informed him of what i had 
eard.. He said that Hpo Khai was distantly related to him, and 
that he would send a messenger to request him to come and meet 
me here as the others had done. 
Thermometer 6 at. 57°; 2 po 70°; 6 Pon 04 
Jan. 12.—Having sent a party in search of the missing Karen 
messengers from Toungu, they returned this morning, bringing the 
Sotacdialayed despatches, which they found at a Karen village, to 
the west of the boundary range, It appears from their story that 
ipiecee eee eee 
ichtened from attempting the passage across the boundary-range 
cecgenge 
ich report havi en confirmed 
augury of the fowls bones, they deposited the packag cath : 
headman of the place and departed with all haste to their homes, 
On my return from investigating the formations in a deep ravine 
at some distance from camp, | came en upon a party cele- 
brating a feast to the spirit of the fountain, In a shady grove of 
ing banyans, from amid disrupted fragments of limestone, 
the clear water pours forth a never-failing supply to the neighbour- 
ing villages, and close to its margin a Nat house of the usual con- 
absorbed. in their performances t = not observe my pre= 
sence until close to the Nat house. When they saw me, however, 
so close to them, they set up a succession of yellagbeat the gongs 
and drums with more than ordinary energy, and passed round 
myself and the Nat house with such ludicrous moveme that I 
eould not refrain from langhing, in which a or ae joined, 
until I withdrew myself to a raised space above th fountain, where 
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I stood silently watching the proceedings and the p ess of sacri 
ficing a hai pig. After dcaiitningruationnity he tall trees for 
orchids, I left the spot on my return to camp; but as I left, the 
musicians stopped their din, and, accompanied by all present, fol- 
lowed me to the brow of the hill of the fountain, and there they 
stood watching me until | disappeared Rear a distant rising 
ground. As these people were in the daily habit of passing close 
to my tent, and besten I supposed, satisfied their curiosity, I was 
desirous of ascertaining the cause of this extra excitement of their 
curiosity when at the spirit fountain, I was then informed that in 
consequence of my sudden appearance at the feast, at the exact 
point of the conclusion of the little pig’s dying song, the worship- 
pers had regarded me as the visible incarnation of tl 
was strengthened by my scrutiny of the trees from which the 
expected to see me take flight ; and although pee ee in this 
respect, they kept their gaze steadily upon me until I disappeare 
over an intervening eminence, with the full expectation of seeing 
me spread my wings and fly away, Such is the pitiable state of 
Superstition which clouds the faculties of this benighted race, 

an. 13.—The agent Moung Hpoo returned from Newai Toung 
with the agreement unsigned by either Kyau Pee ‘Tee or the chief 
of the Eastern Karens. The reasons given for this desision were 












that by signing the document they would become responsible for 
all acts o 


violenee committed by their people, among whom were 


many evil-disposed a who acknowledged not the authority of 
tho 


the chiefs; and although they concurred in the good intention of 
the document, and the beneficial effects likely to result therefrom, 

ey could not, under the circumstances, sien it. There is, doubts 
less, much truth in their statement affecting the disposition of the 
Eastern Karens, but the circumstance o their unwillingness to 
effect a reconciliation with their brother of the western division 
arises, I am of opinion, more from Burman influence than their 
own spontaneous feelings, 

I desired the agent to inform K ay-hpo-zyee of the result of the 
hegotiation, and of my intention of returning to Touneu, 

Jan. 14.—In consequence of My messace to the chief he with 
his sons and the headmen came to my tent during the morning, 
They said that their hearts were sinking at the prospect of my 
leaving the country, as my absence would be the signal for the 
Burmese and Eastern Karens to recommence their system of annoy- 
ance; and that as I had no power to take the country under our 
Siena they were desirous of Writing their wishes to the 

vernor-General of India and the Governor of Pegu. In reply 
I pointed out that the agent would remain, through whiiiaall 
occurrences which their fears suggested would he made known to 
me, and through me to the Governor of Pegu, to whom also any 





Nat, which : 
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letter they wished to forward on the subject they had mentioned 
should be duly delivered and supported by remarks favourable to 
their propositions from myself, which appeared to satisfy them. 
After occupying the tent for several hours, 1 was rather startled 
at the invitation of the old chief that I would perform the ceremony 
of establishing a brotherhood of blood between us according to the 
customs of his race, and not only between our two selves, but with 
all the other chiefs of inferior grade of the Western Karena I 
accepted his proposal, anticipating a rare treat to the Pioneer Oo- 
Twa," but forgot at the time that I had sent him with despatches 
to ome : however, I transferred the business to the agent 
iy poo, who declared his willingness to perform the opera- 
tion; but on my proposing the substitute, I was again thrown back 
upon my resources by the intimation that Moung Hpoo’s; ’ 
might do for the inferior chiefs, but between two such “ great men ” 
as ourselves the interchange of each other's blood alone would 
suffice, Finding myself in a fix, with a very disagreeable operation 
staring me in the face, I suggested that, as the other chiefs would 
be better pleased by participating in an ordeal on equal terms, 
some other than the blood-draucht be substituted, if in their ancient 
customs such an one existed. To my great relief it was stated that 
the flesh ofa bullock killed and eaten by both parties, each party 
receiving one of the horns of the animal, was a rite considered by 
them of equal weight with that of the blood-draught, and usually 
werformed by them when a number of persons became friends and 
‘saebred I of course assented to this ordeal, which implied that 
like as we had partaken of the bullock’s flesh which had entered 
our bodies, go might our friendship mutually enter each other's 


The chief and party returned to their village after informing me 
that they would send messengers to assemble the other chiefs to 
the feast of the bullock, and requesting me to defer my departure 
until their arrival. 

Range of thermometer for the past week, 57°—78°. 

Jan, 16.—The chiefs and head men of the Western Karens 
having assembled, the bullock was killed by the Mussulman Jemadar 
of the elephants, to enable the whole party to partake of the flesh. 
The chiefs each carried away their portion, and one of the horns 
was duly delivered with much ceremony tome. 1 suggested that 
both the horns should be given to me for the nse of getting 
them ornamented in silver, the one for the chief bemg returned to 
him: to this he assented, giving both the horns into my charge, 











* See nute 3, at page 212. 
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and saying that the one in my possession should be as a token of 
iniiy dor ever Rekwesit siybelt endatto Western Karen chiefs, and 
that its possession by any other individual who might receive it 
from me would entitle him to the same attentions and consideration 
as were due to myself. | | 

an, 17.—Escorted by the son of the chief we commenced our 
route homeward, taking a line across the undulations to the main 
trading-road, in which many large villages were passed, whose 
‘population were busy in the fields preparing the land for the next 
season's crop, the women forming by far the larger portion of the 
a ; some with children slung neh their backs were working 
ustily with the spade-hoe, a parently suffering no inconvenience 
Foca ‘the burden, 5 ‘ ; 

Course to the main trading-road aba ete miles, a 
Along main trading-road to halting-place on ¢ Nan-pai Khy- 
oung, south—distance 11 miles, pte Ren 

Stinday, Jan, 18.—Halted for the day ; ascertained the height 
by boiling-point to be 2763 feet. 

_Jan. 19,—The rvad from the Pass into the undulating portion 
of the country (at 5 miles north of halting-place) lies hing the 
base of a congeries of low hills, much broken until massing the main 
Tange of limestone, when it becomes more level and continues for a 
distance of 15 miles south to the Salween, and thence across high 
in ae to Kyouk Gyee and Shway Gynee, 


| 'y down the stream Nan-pai, crossing it several times, 
to its junction with the Poung Loung, which forms the boundary 
of Kyay-hpo-gyee’s country to the south. Both on the Nan-pai 
and the Poung Loung a large quantity of teak was seen in process 
of being dragged to the rafis in the latter. The trees consisted 
chiefly of fine young timber of small size, and by far the larger 
portion green : it is cut indiscriminately by the Karens for the sake 

of the three rupees per log, which they receive from the purchaser, 
Course s.—estimated distance 10 miles. 

San. 20.—Course to-day of a similar character as yesterday, 
along the flanks of low hills, and crossing the drainage into the 
Poung Loung repeatedly. Left the main road at 5 miles from 
last halting-place and diverged to the west along a path made by 
the elephants in dragging the timber: In the more inaccessible 





their isolated locality. Ata rough ugh computation man housands 
of such trees were passed on the Rinetof:mahveh, gash waxthy erate 
log from 50 to 800 rupees. 

Course along the main road, s,—5 miles; ditto up to the halting- 
place in the jungle, s.w.—4 miles. 





a a ie in i ee. 





| 
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Having sent on the agent, Moung Hpoo, to the Karen-ni chief, 
Hpo Khoi, mentioned in the notice of e 7th instant, he returned 
this evening, bringing a message from the chief to the effect that 
he was subordinate to the chief of the Eastern Karens, without 
whose consent he dare not subscribe to the agreement signed by 
the western chiefs associated with the Kyay Hpo; but that in return 
for the eo vay a had evinced in sending presents to himself and 
Fa Ban Galay, he would direct the Karens under his authority to 
afford every assistance to the Shan traders who might follow the 
road Ts was opening to 'Toungu: he cautioned me againet the 
a. of the Vane, who * said were no better than jungle- 

nothing was said about his intention of molesting me, I 
oldies that the report-of the Karen messengers was a bit of 
harmless bravado which he had indulged in at their expense, A 
Burman, who acts as agent for the ile with the timber-tradera 
from “Moulmein, accompanied Moung Hpoo to pay his master's 
compliments ; he also warned me against the treachery of the tin- 





workin Yaings, who he said had threatened to exterminate me © 


should | attempt the passage across the mountains in their direction. 
L told him to tell Hpo Khai that | was used to such threats, and 
that I found it the safest plan on all occasions to proceed to the 
point from whence they came, and such I intended to adopt on the 
present occasion, and, with the assistance of the Yaings themselves, 
open the old trading-road to 'Toungu, by which the traders were 
anxious to proceed, with the object of obtaining a supply of tin as 
a portion of their investments, 

From this point it became necessary to cut a road along the ine 
of the old trading one, which was in many places obliterated and 
for the most part covered with high brush-jungle. The following 
are the days’ rofites in succession, the line crossing distinct ranges 
of hills involving a variation of altitude daily of from 1200 to_ 
500 feet :— 

Jan. 21.—Course to top of range, &w.—1 mile; ditto aw. by ~ 
w.—1 mile; ditto s.—2 miles; ditto s.w.—2 miles. 

Haltin oe on the So-lo-u, mountain-stream falling into the 
Khai Ma 

Jan.22 ar ascent, s.w.—1 mile; ditto w.s.w.—2} wailed 
ees -place on the Thee-lu, mountain-stream falling into as 

i 


The ieitandey through the Pine Belt, at a height of 4500 foe. 
Jan, 24.—Course s.w.—2 miles. 
Pa pa a at the Yaing village of 'To-lo-lu, the site of the 


Eris tie bee eee eri the line of road had been 
Ele ill, too difficult for the elephants ; it 
therefore became necessary to select a more accessible point and 
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open it as we proceeded along, the elephants being of great assist- 


ance in trampling down the high grass-jungle and cane-brakes. 

It was my intention to have remained here for a day to examine 
minutely the tin deposits and the associated rocks; but as the 
mountain-stream from which the supply of water is obtained was at 
a considerable distance, I was ssnelied to make a hasty inspection 
of the locality during the few hours of the afternoon, 

, ling with a party of Yaings to the tin-workings, I found 
that both sic i of the peer coun consisted of a blue Baie = 
élate, in which lines of quartz of varying dimensions penetrate 
and at the junction of the planes of the two rocks the ore (per- 
oxide) formed irregular lodes, the quartz being more or less im- 
pregnated with the metal. Specimens of the quartz show long 
erystals of schorl accompanying those of tin, and in the w | 
ore obtained from ee taration of the rock at the bottom of the 
lode I found “ wolfram,” black sulphuret and cubic iron ores, with 
a few minute particles of malachite, giving sufficient evidence of 

the existence of that ore (carbonate of copper) in the stanniferous 
slate of the main formation. With the exception of the open 
«3 worked into the quartz lines, the whole surface was so thickly 
othed with jungle vegetation, that no connected observations of 
the eras could b me ; but eee Lee aaa <a indi- 
cating the points of deposits worked by t aings, there can be 
no doubt but that the per extensively distributed throughout the 
whole clay-slate system of the locality. 

The process of working the ore, as followed by the Yaings, is 
"ieee in the car Fo ase the _ of quartz that show the 

argest amount of wastage, with a small iron spud they se te 
the crystals of the ore from the matrix, which, with the: denonitad 
débris on the floor of the lode, they wash and smelt fh small furnaces, 
cut out of the hill-side, of sufficient capacity to contain two to five 
vies of the ore. Green wood and cared form the fuel used in 
reducing the ore with a flux of limestone: but the pas 1S 80 
inefficient, that at least one-fifth of the metal remains in the scoria. 
These deposits, if worked by Chinese or Shans, even with their 
inefficient method, would prove an inexhaustible source of wealth 
to the undertakers, ‘ 

Jan, 24.—Course from halting-place up the drainage of the 
central main range to the height of 4800 feet; then along the 
ridges through pine-forests to the point of the separation of the 
watershed 4 miles: that to the eastward draining into the Salween 
oy the a wa SOS and that to the west into the 
sitang by the Thouk-yai Khat and its affluent the Khye Khyoung, 

Course w.—2 silie: N.N.W.—4 miles, sabi 
_,Halting-place in the jungle at one of the sources of the Khye 
Khyoung. 
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Thermometer 10 p.w. 38°, 

Sunday, Jan. 25.—Halted for the day ; found the height of our 
position to be 6207 feet. 
_ Yan. 26,—Course along spurs of the centre range, round the 
base of which, at the er elevations, the drain is still to the 
eastward, and from the level line of the road the hi l-ranges of this 
nea march may be said to form a part of the main or central 


system, 
Many Yaing villages obeerved on the line of march, their eulti- 
vations extending into the depths of the valleys, but their villages 
laced ehigh up in the steep gorges for better security from the red 


Course estimated w.N.w.—iistance § miles. 
From halting-place of yesterday the descent commenced into the 
me ot the Siang, the road having been pee rh the Yaings of 


lateral spurs from the main. | on the 
line of Soreh the plains of the Sitang, with a ndings in 
‘the river and the city of Toungu, were visible sheds a ame! 
the distant mural range of the valley ; 'Toungu bearing w. by ¥. 4%. 
—distant about 35 miles. 

Descent of altitude during the march 3200 feet, to the Christian 
village of Oo-Bo, on a feeder of the Khye Khyoung. 

Course estimated w.—distance 5 miles 

Jan. 28.—Remained at Oo-Bo to pay the Yaings for their 
labour in opening the road on the west of the central range to this 
point, and to open the road hence to the Khye Khyoung, through 
oe old cultivations by the Slepeanis ia pensing g through, the grass and 
, ee we tae Karens object to the work, 

Altitude of halting-place 1639 feet. , 

‘Thermometer 6 aw. 53°; 2 pw. 85°; 6 pow. 68°. 

Jan, 29. —Proceeded along the Loo Tsco Loo mountain-stream 
and across a series of low lulls which cover the flank of the main 
ranges to the Khye Khyoung, one of the main affluents of the 
Thouk-yai Khat, which is about 40 feet broad, coursing to the 
north-west over a very rocky bed with a swift current rig 
steep inclination ; the road then led along the stlpagiad 
sear times, to halting-place on its left bank near a seri 


Course w.to Kh e Khyoung—distance 24 miles ; ditto w. by ™. 
Pps oma ea 

Jan, 30.—In the early morning proceeded to examine the hot 
springs in the vicinity, which occur along a line of about half-a-mile 
on both banks of the stream. The water issues from beneath the 
granite-blocks com the débris of the narrow valley at the 
margin of the stream, temperature of the spring showed 99°, 
125°, and 128° at the principal sources; the water having a de- 
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cidedly alkaline taste, leaving an ochrey scoriaceous froth along 
the lino of its course, and depotitin an alkaline salt on the stones 
in its vicinity. I took specimens of both the water and the depo- 
sited salt for examination, and endeavoured to obtain a section of 
the bank for examination of the accompanying formations. This I 
wag not able to effect, however, as the water, percolating very 
copiously through a loose granite-eand, filled up the excavation as 
fast as it was dug out. The fragmentary rocks, associated with the 

ite, were blue and white quarts, clay jasper, and indurated 
slates of the Silurian system, with occasional nodules of a a 
nous sandstone, similar to the formation of the main range of | 
Altitude of hot springs 546 feet. | 
~ Moved camp to the village of Nau-thu-doo, on the secondar 
Fange, the road being excessively steep in some parts, causing mu 
delay and labour to the elephants. 

rae W.—estimated distance 2} miles, 

Jan. 31.—Proceeded to the top of the range and encamped at 
the Karen village (Christian) of Baugalee; from which point the 
Sitang valley is seen beyond the ranges which stretch far into the 
plain, the city of Tounga bearing west, distant about 25 miles, 

Course for the march w.s.w.—distant 51 miles, : 

Height of position 8300 feet: thermometer range 63° to 79°, 

4\s ny present camp is within easy communication with Toungu, 
and many circumstances combine to render a short stay here 
lecessary, I now close my journal of the tour; but, in doing so, 
few brief observations of the objects in relation therewith will not 
be misplaced. 

Both as regards the passage outward as well a3 on my return, it 
will have been seen that mauy tribes of wild Karens have been met 
with, of whose very existence the Burman Government had no 
knowledge ; nor ist issurprising, when it is known that the Karens 
of the locality, from which I now write, although within the spac 
of a day’s journey, were regurded by that Government as Yaings, 
or uncivilized people of the mountains, from whom no revenue could 
be obtained, and m common with the whole race were hunted down 
without remorse and carried into hopeless slavery. Nor was the 
Burman Government the sole agent in these atrocities; tribes of 
Karens, differing but slightly bn lenin and general characteris- 
tics, but more accustomed to intercourse with the inhabitants of the 
valley, were incited by the Burmese officials to ewulate their own 
ruthless acts, until by the commission of attacks, plunderings, and 
seizures of the persons of their weaker brethren, a system of re- 
taliation and inter-tribal blood-feuds was created which strengthened 
their distrust, sepa their communities widely from each other, 
and in the absence of all cheek upon their vicious propensities, 
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maintained the state of implacable enmity amongst the tribes, which 
it was the object of the Burmese to effect. | 

Tt might be considered too sweeping an assertion were I to say 
that the state of social relations, as above noted, has passed away 
generally ; but | may safely aver that of the large communities of 
these wild races who people the mountain-ranges of the Poung 








Loung, aggregating a total of from 55,000 to 60,000 souls, fully 
one-third have during the past three years received the light of 


civilization through the combined agency of government and the 
Karen Baptist Mission, with the missionary Qua-lah and his assist- 
ants—have cast aside their former evil practices, and, cemented by 
a bond of amity and brotherhood with their kindred tribes, have 
raised themselves in the social scale by the adoption of Christianity, 
and will eventually be found willing recipients of our laws to render 
them useful subjects of our Government. 





NOTES. 


(1). The lange and valuable trade of the Shans from the territories Lying to 
the north-east of the Burman Empire (and who are, west of the Salween, 
tributary to the Burman Government) has hitherto had its course throngh the 
Borman district of Kye-toung, to the north of Toungu, thence through the 
valley of the Sitane to the porte of Rangoon and Monulmein, The heary 
exactions, and other vexatious imposta, however, to which the traders were 
subjected by every petty official on that route to Toungu induced the chief 
traders to essay the long established route through Karen-ni into the Shway- 
fyern district, thus avoiding the northerly road vii Kye-toung to Toungu, 

the first occasion, two years sinoe, much difficulty was eXperienced owing to 
the rapacity of the chieis of Karen-ni, who, following the example of tho 
Burmese, levied arbitrary imposts on the merchandise as it passed through the 
country ; but in consequence of a friendly correspondence having arisen between 
the chief Kyay-hpo-ayes, the Deputy Commissioner of Shway-gyeen, Captain 
Bindmore, and nvyself, wherein we ted out the great advantages that would 
result from a free and unrestricted course of trade through his territory, that 
chief permitted the traders to pass on payment of a stipulated tax upon cach 
bullock load. Captain Birdinore at the same time having opened the road by 
the eastern ranges of the Poung-Loung into his district, the Shans with thei 


Merchandise, to the amount of from four to five thousand bullock loads, have 
passed on their annual trading expeditions to the const by that route, Wi & 
The rae of the present undertaking is therefore to open « road east from 

Toungu thr ral 


gh the ranges of the Poung-Loung, striking upon the central 
trading road into the Shway-ycen district, by which the trader may come 
direct from Karen-ni to Toungu, and so avail themselves of a Bere cet for 
their goods which is at present lost to them by the long détour to the south- 
wai ti oon aaa alae beeabageos 1 Par t oe ee 
(2). These two men belong to the converted Christian Karens of the Ameri- 
can Baptist Mission, and are in the employ of Government as Na-Khana or 
agents to the tribes of (wild) Karena in the vast mountain tegion of the 


-Poung-Loung, many of which are in the most degraded state of uncivilization, 


They accotnpany me for the purpose of acting as a medium of com 


‘Yrith thoes tribes through whose locations it will be found necessary to open 


pr? 
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| belie are in the 
habit of making fornys on other tribes, seizing all ne individnals they can, and 
Selling them into slavery to thie Hed Karens on the Salween River :—thus they 
aro the dread of the more tribes, who however loa no opportunity 
of inflicting a severe retaliation upon the Yaings, Under this state of feelings 
‘towards each other it is a natuml deduction that the man-stealers should live 
in constant fear of attack, and only to those who have eworn brotherhood do 
ee cond eecomegertin to pass their locations nnmolested. 
ceremony of this anjyipnen kg eager Aes Be eto a 
of each other's blood from a puncture in the arm, or by infusing a rop in 
water and drinking it, the chief of the tribe being the operee as brother to the 
stranger. It was during a previous tour among these tribes that I found it 
Tecessary to conform to custom, as without it the tribe refimed imation 
to pass their lands, and 1 should have been necessitated to draw | lood by a 
and so closed our chance of friendship for ever. Under these 
“eireumstances, having been allowed to nominate a substitute for the process, 
the man Ootwai offered himself, was accepted by the chief, sucked his blood, 
‘and cemented our brotherhood for life And now that we are rooced ine 
throngh mountain fastnesses, the residence of these wild tribes, the bloodimchir 
-aocem panies the party ns pioneer : hence his title should be with more justice 


the * peacemaker,” the blood sucki sect Eide abies tke wasie ot tab 6 






mas For See better manic vob on ere the whole of the tribes 
of Ba these mountain mnges fr under one roof, each family 
having a small space qs i off from the others; sometimes as many a8 


800 to 400 souls are thos herded together, who acknowl the authority of 
oehief of the hous, ong: theo-Eyer, but io adkiowicige the eystem of 
property in common. In answer to my inquiries [ learnt that in their 
cultivations, each family with its collateral branches plants a separate plot, 
bee nee Shakey is eer in a granary < eect Mead their own and forma tiweir 
tence. And in te mi , whether any provision was made 
for the old, deerepit ad sick rier ror the ponies A who possessed mo 
immeiate relations, I was told that during the Burman time so creat was 
the insecurity attending their very existence, that their hearta were hardened: 
sone affliction, and pity for the distressed was rarely shown, eo that a man 
nothing lived upon the roots of the field until nature became 
Seager » when he died: others acain who evineed a di tion of shirking 
lahour and beeame a borthon or otherwise troublesome to ® comsmnlty were 
sold to the Yaings of the eastern ranges, but that since the teacher 
peared amongst them and they had heard also from my own moat that nat tee 
time of oppression and tyranny had passed away, a better state of affuirs had 
obtained with them, and that charity asa divine precept tanght them by the 
teacher was observed by all the tribes professing C Christianity. 

While waiting for the fe of the elephants up the steep ascent, I was 
amused to observe the whole of the inhabitants of the villi Reig up the 
side of the hill to where I stood, and forming n line along Thinking 
that it was a simple act of curiosity that brought them out, reed for a ahert 
time watching their proceedings, and on my moving forwanl to ascend the hill 
an old man who was in the last stage of emaciation from asthma came forward 
With solemn pace and placed his hand in mine, giving me the up and down 
Movement of a pumy-handle shake, and then followed the mass of old and 
young, male and female, from the baby slung on its mother's back whose little 

paw was drawn across her shoulder and with her own proffered for the shake, 
A groaned in spirit at the task before we, but making a desperate effort I plunged 
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into the mass, grasping as many fingers as I could collect at once, performed : 
Eas cnc, twoek the pumpiandla snl 40 on sith « Relk teak mech toe 
pleted the whole, blessing myself at its conclusion, ‘This custom of hand- 
dlaking has been introduced by the Karen teachers, who are indulged in the 
luxury by the American Missionaries ; in fact it would appear to be a formula ; 
at their national creed. In the instance to which I now refer, however, it is 
decidedly inconvenient, as I can safely aver that not a single individual of all 
that crowd of humanity which passcd my hands was free fom & certain “h 
cutancous disease not to be mentioned to ean polite, and those not 
the veritable chose, if any there were, had the scaly skin Hewes Co eel 
leprosy, I believe) so losihieona to the sight, In fact a more uncleanly mass 
of humanity than these embryo Christians I have rarely met with, In talking 
Over. the matter of this propensity to dirt with one of the N Povideus kad choced 
to the healthful mountain-streams which a bountiful Providence hb 
there for their use, he said that it was a deep-rooted superstition which 
ee them from the use of water, to which they attributed sickness and 


_ the inns oof agohestracpys into the Christian faith as 
taught ually merciful to inculcate with these poor 
Cate tiedee cen mage ge by which much of the 
kickness they suffer aE had av if b they. . 
rein to appreciate tha Seay oe by far thon 

# Cordial Lr the Bete ar Oia it would postions 1 
to poy hate well ns mothers, some of whom (infants) slung at the backs « 
their mothers were covered with blotches of the disease. 

After bidding adicu to the unclean lot, the pioneer Oo-Twai gave me the 
Gratuitous information that the disense was cate ing, and that was the reason 
they all enjoyed it, living as they did all together in one house. 1 took the 
hint, however, and on my arrival at the next mountain-stream bad a good 
scouring with sand of the honoured “ manus,” and deputed the pioneer to stand 
hand-shaker for me on all future occasions of the kind. 

(5). Thronghout the whole of the tribea of the mountain races inelnded 
hetwoen ihe alwreus ani the Sitang rivers a passion for the possession of 
these instruments pyecnes), preslorsinaten, To mh An extent cnaing 
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Fave tet tha the deep-ata epi ores oe 
presiding Nats (genii) of the mountains, averts evil from the 
te ping Nate Gti) et mii, Poseees Stay, anil Shee ae 
who have the greatest number are regarded as the more powerful. In all their 
gatherings, whether for peacefal enjoyment or | eparatory to an an acpeciete to 
sone intertribal bloodfeud, the Kye-lzeis are t forth and penny 
Sis ecorncs ocoes bork fe the, de pee the mountain | ee 
it ete the approving answer of the spirit, bocome excited by : 
distilled from td a none af te wiliot revelry come item 
ie an heirloom of the tribe of May ga~doong, 
which gives an idea of the form of these or drums, which are slung round 
the contre and beaten with a buffer, or, like Hudibras’ “ drum eeclesi de,” 
thumped with die fet trateadof © cick. a8 iho. lenge end, the maemeneriee 
being open as represented. They are made by the Shans of a metal er a 
of copper and spelter of about, a quarter of an rich 3 in thicknoss, and ely 
oeamesied 3 we rude style on the seeps af the cylinder wit eee arene of 
animals, ta, frogs, monkeys dogs, principally, projecting therefrom, 
ahey vary 10 siss, some; being, much larger than the one represented, and are 
Valued accordingly from 60 to 600 ticals of silver. Te ee ; a 









(0) 1 wan arr Wy tee oh : 


J cocacn sn iuge apaeewn sre ayaa we ie weg Napa 
ot one or from having 1 lent to 
naan 





oreo hess nahh degamtr was a cause of revenge ha 
to: generation, and until satisfied vither b the exchange of a man stolen from 


indebted tribe or a. the lost one, a cause of enmity 
Sault ever exiat Doswecs 
Sheed these: snen from the eastern locations of the central range with 
‘of his people had features so remarkably Chinese as to make the 
| sof race between them and the Yaoings of Karen-ni at once obvious 
fibictien On inquiry I found that ghey were almost an isolated class 


ial 


_ from their position in the higher valleys of the central range, and were regarded 
. — Yaings as a ferocious and turbulent race, living in constant hostility with 


ding tribes whom they seixe and sell into slavery; they professed a 
sort of nominal pornidaye to the veprewion fh -hpo-gyee, but paid neither 
Their lang itr dialect of that spoken by the 


in a subsequent 
“SE ‘Tam of om ware that the varios va tie at present inhabiting 
mountain region have found refuge here from the tyranny and oppression 
characteristic of all the despotic governments on the north pA east; and that 
in common with the Kareus—or the generic term for a people who at Borne 
distant period were driven from the upper waters of the Irrawadidy—t 
mountaineers from the north-west frontier of China and Siam, more especially 
fran the Siamese border provinces east of the Salween river, have at ‘various 





al Periods planted themselves in its fastnesses, and in the course of succeeding 


| generations bave become in o great measure amalgamated. 

(8). [tis a peculiar feature of the intercourse between the Karens of these 
mountains, that each community (consisting usually of from 30 to HO families) 
possesses a defined boundary separating the land forming. the cultivation of 
each village. In general this is marked by a mountain-stream, in other ones 
by the line of hills surrounding their location carried down to the d “at 
the base, ‘To eee this line, which hos been marked by the ancestors of the 
tribes, is deemed an aggression to be expiated only by the seizure of one of the 
individuals of the trespassing tribe ; and where this has occurred in years 
long post the sense of grievance is kept alive by being transmitted to each 
spre generation, thus forming a prolific source of enmity and wide- 

alienation between sections of the same race. To such an exteht did 
prevail during the Burman government that many vi within sight of 
pe other beld no communication for years, nor would individuals of either 
= — the boundary line of their cultivations under any circumstances 


During the course of a conversation on the above subject with the Karen 
Missionary (Qua-lah) be reverted to the isolation of villages of Karens from 


each other as the operating canse of the diversity of dinloct existing in their 


language; and this will doubtless be conceded if it be borne in mind that 


linguistic terms of onlinary import and in general nse as idiomatic forms of 


expression have acyele of transition even in the languages of Eure 


eventually become or eo altered from. their originality as to be cease 


in that form: how much more rapid therefore must the transiti 
of society such as that described! ‘To this cause silane — a in a state 


the disparity of idiom which prevails throughout the whole Karen races 


where no forcign admixture has eccurred, and this ia found to prevail moro 
_ especially with the tribes of Dyaks in Romeo under s state of social relations 


— @¥en more antasonistic than that of these tribes of the Karen race, 


the commission of some act of violence on its neighbouring com- 
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bject for ethnological research to traga 


if an axiek,  takwesn thaws: nbauiato-mese aud the Deus of 
which the Kyans form the most numerous section, 

er On the subject of the perpetual fear and dread of attack in which these 
_ peer wretches poss their existence, the Karen Teacher told me that it was the 
custom of some of the more barbarous tribes of the Pagoh for the women to 
keep watch during the night while the men slept, and that at early dawn each 
man with spear in hand made a minute inspection of the pathways leading to 


to ascertain whether any one had approached it during the night, 
On detecting the tracks of strangers they bunt some of the leaves of tie: eae 
ty 


tation double near the footmarks to indicate danger to any of their comm 
oejoage staat are Pagoh 

one oocision he was present at a. h village when in the early night 
the alarm was given by two of the men who had retorned late from their 
cultivations that the Yon-thal or marauders were approaching the village. AIL 
etch ak para ae pete Pet lation of the house, 


dmwing up the 
house, they in concert with the 


after them: rushing tumultuously together within the 
set upsuch shrieking sara atunned 


the senses ; daring this diabolieal hubbuby the attacking party had approached 
within the enclosure and suid Wwurea boub Ap ones: htt apeetn thenigh Gee ines el 


floor of the house to make the inmates descend, when, 
amd confusion, he told the men to depart, 


on quelled hee 


threate them if 


ted in their attack : this having no effect, he fir of a small sri 
one of his followers usually carried, and in a moment all was still os the grave 
—the explosion had done its work, and the people of the house were freed from 
further molestation, 
(10). This custom of interment of the dead, placing on and within the 
gmve articles adapted to the consumption and nse of the living, obtaing almost 
generally throughout the Karen race: the dillerence, where it exists, being that 
of the method of disposal of the remains, some of the tribes using ineremation 
inutead of burial, but even in that case the bonea or any remnants of them 
are carefully collected amd interred with a portion of the valuables belonging 
a 


postition, bes pamed th 


Site frome the 


inoiee! 
sion fom the proces of ite normal reap yrecksarline bite ter bas 


oF i whose Tartar tribes, as far | 
nliure, accompanied, however, 


carries us, Weed similar forme 
by he wera ica he wa Ad ‘And if 


ri trine of distinct raoca of men and their ph 
be taken as a medium of identification, then be th alrmcust perfect Snieael 


features. and ahape of hewls which prevail general 
tries more especially, mark them on the d 


lye. ak ta opene of eee 


te of the ancient Tartar 


hordes who, as we read, awept from thelr pi steppes acroms the 


egiona of central Asia far into the plains of Hi 
itheequently been dispersed into the more inaccessible Cra ea of 
ayn and ite subordinate ranges, 
learnt that on the interment of any inflnential person. alan + 






ustan, whenoe they. hare. 


subsequently 
¥ Were secured near the grave, but not sacrificed ; and, bound 
ean —— of prerenting cacape, they invariably released eoealaa ees 
| _ the 


Uveir bands 





slave in such case regaining freedom from all 


os lis 
y important as data of investigation with other rites and ceremonies 
is at of of their superstitions and modes of proced 


ron oa Be 


Fv mneans Of the bones of fowls as. 
think, of the first importance in gruiii 


scr went raarendc: hes 
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ot She has a corresponding variety of signification, so that it requires ati 
in art of divination to read the oracle correctly. . 
(1 . ‘This lnbour of the women was brought tly to my notice bya 
shin  Poon-gye (Budhist priest) who resides here with the fow Shans who 
we b compelled to take refugo in the place to scape from the perscoution 
of their own governments, said that during the mins at the period of 
h ho women were ¢ jen 3 entirel: out of doors, 
Sayan elena sepia rg ve fst eran t the females 
meal during that period, and were content with a head 
etn ta an ful of Ryeek mallet, of other gran, with which permitted 
setae they proceeded to their daily labour: t and eputiie whic dle 
ulgence in the use of the intoxicating Koung Yai and spirits, w 
Fan ® £xee88 on occasions of general festivity, and, with Shsais ch cla ast 
“failing | evince a state of happiness and contentment not to be expected ; 
f cond tion ton. 








ey fa cnn ime ee 
villages, v ! y being excited by the information — 
of coveted property in ia the possesion Of their nape ee 
attack with any volunteers who may offer, and mounted on their ponies in the 
dead of the night rush upon the devoted village, village, plunder it, set fire to the 
houses, and retreat ore the inhobitants have recovered from their terror. 
Mounted on their high stuffed saddles with match-lecks slung at their backs: 
| gation so tho mange a Sing Smt Das om 
7 osition also the resemblance is no less striking. 

_ February let, 1857.—As | anticipated, ao it has occurred, the o 
shores on sree, i the intention of the Myo-oke to visit them w 

party for purpose of carrying oub my orders to effect the selon . 
of the man detained, came to meet hit with the man whom the restored, and 
Tinde man excused for their former disobedience, Others of ‘the ‘sam teibes 
who have | therto been tho dread ofthe weaker villages have also come volun 
farily ‘and Placed themselves under our rule," 


| * See “ Brief Notices of the T vi 3 ” by Mr. O'Riley. } 
pamphlet, Svo., 1862.—Ep, enagjerim Provinces," by O'Riley ore: 
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XV.—Ohservation@® on the North-West Coast of Borneo, By 
Spencer St. Joux, Esq., ¥-2.6.8., HRM. Consul General for 





Head, March 10, 1862. 


Physical and Political G 
Gaya Bay a 





nd ti 
THE coast line, as viewed from the sea, presents the following 
appearance: Gaya Island and the shores of Gaya and Sapangar 
bays are hilly, and this continues to within a mile of the mouth of 
Mengkabong Harbour; the land there becomes flat, with the ex- 
ception of the Tambalan Hill, as far as the mouth of the Sulaman 
Creek or river. High land then commences, which continues for 
a short distance beyond the Abai, when it again becomes low, and 
proses the same appearance for many miles beyond the Tampasuk 
River, the coast being fringed by casuarinas. | 





The mouths of the rivers Ananam, K an, Men; ng, 
‘Tawaran, Sulaman, Abai, and Tampasuk, are all OW and 
unfit for Euro vessels, the deepest having but nine fect at 


low water, and, with the exception of the Ananam, Kabatuan 
and Abai, are much exposed during both monsoons, and are 
rendered dangerous by the numerous sandbanks that lie off their 
mouths The Ananam in Gaya Bay, and the Kabatuan in 
Sapangar Bay, are only suited for native craft; the Abai has 
more water, and its mouth being sheltered, small vessels at 


certain. times of tide might enter. Within, the water deepens 
to four fathoms, and is a perfectly landlocked. harbour. i 


There are several bays along this coast which afford shelter for 


shipping. The finest of these harbours is that composed of the 


two bays Gaya and Sapangar, which is large enough to shelter, 


during both monsoons, every vessel that trades to the East. 

contains within itself minor harbours, as one on the north-east of 
Gaya Island, which is deep (13 fathoms) and secure; and much 
resh water may be obtained on its western shore. Lokporin, i 
Sapangar Bay, is also a safe anchorage, and is the proposed hes 
Syeriere of the Catholic mission. ‘The portion of the bay op 









the Malay town, though good for shipping, 1s not 8c Z 


suited for small craft, as squalls from the south-west raise a heavy 
sea there. Numerous coral-recfs jut out from the northern shore. 
This harbour is the most important in Borneo, from its commanding 
position in the China seas, and from its great security. 

Good shelter may also be found in Ambong and Usukan bays, 
but I have not entered them myself; the next, Aba, affords ex- 
cellent shelter during both monsoons, though open to the north- 
west, It is, however, of inferior importance, though fresh water 
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may be obtained in small quantities on the y plain at the 
peo pclipesdie: the river. Went is rarely abide whe 

hilly; wherever the country is low, and occasionally elsewhere, 


‘there are sandy beaches. The west end of Gaya Island, Gaya 


Head, and the headlands between Sulaman and Abai, are rocky: 
beyond these appeared broad sandy beaches, i 

assing the coast-line, the country port varied forms, The 
hills that surround Gaya Harbour are low, some cleared at the top, 
bearing at present a rank crop of grass; others have a reddish tint, 
from the ferruginous nature of the soil; the rest are covered with 
jungle, On entering the Kabatuan, the banks are lined with a 
narrow belt of mangrove; but the hills rise immediately at the 
hack, and this character a to extend far into the interior 
both of the Kabatuan and M engkabong. From the latter river to 
the Sulaman stretches a plain, perhaps seven miles in width,varied 
by a few very low hills, The country changes here, and broken 
ranges extend to the Abai; hill and plain are there intermixed ; 
but as soon as we approach the Tampasuk, the country opens, and 
for Borneo, an extensive plain spreads out, reaching bo the foot of 
the Muluda mountains : it is, however, occasionally diversified by 
low undulating sandstone hills. 

This level ground is admirably adapted for rice-cultivation, as it 
1s Sede without any jungle. On leaving these plains, ranges 
of hills commence, rising for the most part with great abruptness, 
presenting steep sides and narrow ridges, and running for the most 
part in an east and west direction. There are, however, exceptions 
to the above description : a few of the hills have easy slopes, and. 
many of the ranges are connected by cross ranges, running north 


and south, particularly at the heads of valleys, where the waters of 


the different tributaries flow in opposite directions, to join their 
main rivers. The highest of the hills we measured was about 
3000 feet. The ranges towards the interior are higher, and at 
the back of these are very lofty mountains, including Kina Balu 
(13,698 feet aceording to Sir Edward Belcher); Saduk Saduk, 
about 6000; and -others, whose names we could not obtain, 
estimated at about 7000 feet. All the hills in these districts 
“ we examined consisted of sandstone until we reached Kina 
ul. 
Kina Balu, the highest mountain in the Archipelago, deserves a 
more extended description than 1, from my imperfect information, 
can give. I will briefly notice the attempts that have been made 
to ascend it. The first was made by the Hon. Hugh Low, the 


Colonial Treasurer of Labuan; this was in March, 1851, when 


everything connected with the mountain was unknown: the route, 


the natives, the difficulties, were all to be studied and discovered ; 


_ and, as.no Malay had ever penetrated there, the journey, it was 
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generally thought, would prove a failure, However, Mr. Low 


succeeded in his enterprise, and reached the summit, though he 
did not ata, ee ascend the rocky peaks that spring for a few 
hundred feet above the extended. top. 

The next attempt was made in 1856 by Mr. Lobb, a naturalist ; 
but the natives refused to assist him, and he was unable to advance 
beyond its foot. 

Mr. Low often planned another ascent, but various circumstances 
prevented him until April, 1853. As 1 was desirous to examine 
those districts, I had mach pleasure in joining him, We chose the 
route by the Tampasuk River. On reaching the mountain, I was 
obliged to ascend it alone, as Mr. Low had so injured his feet as to 
be unable to walk. I reached the summit of the southern peak, 
and was mortified to find that both the east and west peaks ap- 
peared higher. The barometer having been destroyed ee l, 
we could not measure the mountain. In the following July we 
made another expedition, to examme the country between r Ane 
Bay and the mountain; and though we both succeeded in ascend- 
ing to the summit, the height was not fixed, as another accident 
happened to our instruments. With regard to the height of the 
mountain, various opinions have been entertained ; but until some 
one is fortunate enough to reach its summit with a ‘couple of od 
barometers, I think we may rest contented with Sir E. Belcher's 
measurement by trigonometry: he makes it, as before stated, 
13,698 fect. Mr. Low, on his first ascent, had a very inferior 
barometer, while during the last two trips we were provided with 
two magnificent barometers by Adie, which Mr, Low had pro- 
them nearly useless. However, sufficient observations were taken 
to show that the first barometer was incorrect; and though both 


inclined, during our first joint expedition, to place the height of 


the mountain at above 11,000 feet, the last makes us fee] sure 
that we underrated the height, I am therefore inclined, from all 
the observations made, to think Belcher is correct, 

The summit of Kina Balu consists of syenite granite, which is 
in many places so jointed as to give it the appearance of - being 
stratified: about ten erie spring from a line running from east 
to west, while about half a mule to the southward rises another’ 
detached peak. Between the latter and the western portion of 
the former is an open space like a broad. terrace, with sloping 
sides, down Which huge granite slabs are continually gliding 
The southern peak pregents a very different appearance, actore 
ing to the point of view: from the terrace it is sharp, not above 
a yard in breadth; while, from the east and west, it appears quite 
rounded—this renders it tolerably easy of ascent, On three sides 
it is perpendicular, while on the south it presents no material diffi- 
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culty. Without careful barometrical observations it will be impos 
sible to fix on the highest peak: from several views, the southern, 
the summit of which I geped during the April trip, appeared ag 
high as the others; while from the terrace, both the cast and west 


appeared higher by perhaps fifty feet. The wester re 
of asce ; 









tod 


rounded appearance, but we failed to discover a way 
its esa I reached to within forty feet, when it presented only 
perpendicular sides, It is gradually wearing away before atmos 


that have fallen ; the summit js stil] overlianging, and much of it 
apparently ready to topple over. Between the western and eastern 
3 a the ed off “0 cliffs that overlook deep a a mag | 
16 a wall principally of | : tite rocks ; some so perched on he 
other, thet: at. iat ight Jt a cpeare the work of man— geologically 
explained, I su » by the wearing away of the softer portions of 
the rocks aroun » Sone of the peaks present the appearance of a 
thumb, while others are maseive, as those that rise on cither side 
of the spot where Mr. Low, in 1851, left a bottle with some writing 
inside. I found it in 1858 undisturbed, and would not break it to — 
read the paper, but left it there to satisfy the curiosity of future 
travellers, and a3 a record of him who first ascended Kina Balu, 
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perfectly serrated appearance. Kina Balu extends a long distance 
-) towards the north-east or E.x.E., its height: varying pechape frou 
|| 10,000 to 11,000 feet: this is partially divided from the parent 
Mountain by a deep chasm. From the top we did not see it: in 

f ihe mist generally obscured the view, leaving but patches 
visible. The summit of the mountain, as I have before observed, 
consists of syenite granite, but every here and there it is crossed 
by bands of a white rock. For about 3000 feet below the peaks 

| Sere is but little vegetation: the face of ranite sweeps steeply 

Up at an angle of 37-5. In the gullies and other sheltered spots 

are thickets of flowering shrubs, principally thodedendrons, a few 

=~ extending to the face of the peaks, particularly in the bottle 


= what we observed, the summit of the mountain can only 
be reached by the way we followed; I mean that portion above 
000 feet : to that spot there is said to he another path, Kina Bala 
throws out on every side great shoulders or spurs, which have also 
their sub-spurs: the principal are the north-west, very steep; and 
the w.x.w., which subdivides On the west face of the mountain 
there are but minor spurs, which leave 5000 feet of precipice above 
them ; from the southward two huge spurs extend. On one is the 
village of Kian ; it springs from the left of the southern face, andl 
~ Siler; running south-west, turns to the west, by. west and aubd divides: 








The next spur that springs from the right of the southern fate is 
in every respect the most important—it may be called, for the sake 
of distinction, the main spur; those to the left we could not fully 
observe, as we only saw them from above. ‘The main spur runs 
at first to the south-west, for about five miles; it then preserves 
almost a s.s.w. direction for twenty miles, throwing off on either 
side many sub-spurs. A glance at the map will best explain this 
This is the range that is observed from the sea, and gave the 
notion of a bone to Borneo; but beyond these twenty-five 
miles it does not extend: in fact, mountain-ranges running to the 
east and west are distinctly visible; the first, at not a greater 
distance than twenty-six or twenty-seven miles, appears to cross 
close to the end of the main spur. If we were disappointed at not 
obtaining views from the summit, we were partially repaid by the 
clear view we had of the country lying to the south and south-east 
of Kina Balu. We were at an elevation of above 7000. feet on 
the main spur, and observed numerous mountain-ranges, whose 
bearigs I will give: 

High-peaked Mountain, 8. 4 E., estimated 800 feet. 

Ditta ditto &.E. by E., estimated 7000 foot. 
Ditto ditto EB. by 22 E., estimated 7000 feat, 
APek . « « &E.4E., very distant, 
A long-range Peak ., S.E, ditto ditto, 


* 


The two very distant ranges are stated to be in the Kina 
Batangan country. Between us and the mountains bearing south- 
east by east (18 miles estimated) there was a grassy plain, perhaps 
three miles by two, on which were many be ae : : i 
flowed a fair-sized river. We could trace its course as far as the 
third spur that springs from the main one; there a line of hills 
appeared to obstruct it, but beyond we could trace the course of a 
stream, which is probably its source. This river, it was stated by 
the people of the country, flowed into the lake of Kina Balu: it 


runs from the south-west to the north-east. With the exception of — 


the plain above mentioned, and a marsh whose commencement we 
could observe north-east of the plain, all the country appeared 
hilly, and most of the land was cleared, and either under cultiva- 
tion or showed the remains of former plantations. We could 
observe in the second valley two villages,—the first called Tu-han, 
the next Inserban: at both cotton is said to be cultivated. Many 
villages and detached houses were also observed, whose names our 
guides had forgotten. ‘The route to the lake is by the above- 
mentioned villages; the names of those beyond are Penusub, 
Tambian, Paka, andl Sa these are stated to be on the 
route or close to the lake. A few words concerning this lake. 
That it exists to the east of the mountain appears from’ inquiry 
to be certain; its size it is unnecessary to estimate, though our 
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informant stated that, standing on one bank, it was not possible to. 
see the opposite one: it cannot, however, be of the great size 
marked in the old maps, nor in the situation assigned to it, as the 
whole country from £.s.z. to the western const was distinctly visible, 
and the Idaan expressly stated that it was farther to the north and — 
east of the plain. I have before noticed, Mr. Low made many — 
‘inquiries during our first trip, and we jointly questioned the Idaan 
om nga occasions during our long stay at the Kiau village : pec 
‘spoke of it a3 a certainty, many affirming that they themselves ha 
been on trading expeditions to it. Petermann’s map is entirely 
‘Incorrect as to the position of the lake. | 
I must now make a few remarks on the vegetation that covers 
the mountain. Cultivation extends in a few places to the height 
of 3000 feet, but beyond that there is a fine jungle on the main 
spur to GO0O0 feet; it then commences to degenerate, and in the 
exposed portion of the ridge the trees are bent across the path, 
iMferior im size and covered with moss; but above this height, 
in sheltered spots, the trees again increased in size, Above 
7000 feet there were few fine trees, the vegetation changing its 
character, most of it consisting of flowering shrub, ranging in 
height from ten to twenty feet; the trees, however, on the sides 
of the spurs continued of comparatively « large size until we had 
passed JO) feet; at 10,000 the shrubbery became very straggling, 
and above that it was only scattered among the granite rocks. On 
the w.x.w. spur, called the Marei Parei, the vegetation even at 
4500 feet was exceedingly stunted in many places, while above, 
in equally exposed situations, the jungle was of fair size ; - vhably 
the nature of the soil may account for it, being formed of decom- 
posed ay ep containing much peroxide of tron. 

Kina Balu appears to be the seat of the pitcher- lant, Mr. Low 
having made a magnificent collection,—some, a the most 
beautiful in the world. 1 will not enter on the botany, but refer 
to Mr. Low’s account of his ascent in 1851, published in 1852 
in the Journal of the Indian Archipelago, vol. vi. (very incorrectly 
printed). This, however, does not contain a deseription of all the 
pitcher-plants, as he was fortunate enough to find some new species 
during the last trip: one pitcher was large enough to receive the 
contents of two beer-bottles ; another was 19 inches in length. 

At the risk of repeating myself, I will make a few observations 
on each of the rivers that drain those districts. I have 
remarked that the shallowness of their-mouths renders them uni 
for European commerce; the same remark might be extended, 
as the fresh wuter-etreams soon become mere*mountain-torrent. 
The Ananam I have not ascended; the Kabatuan is apparently 
a collection of zalt-water creeks with a few fresh-water rivulets. _ 
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and only at flood-tide would float a frigate-barge ; near the town 
the banks were grassy, and many cocoanuts were grown in the 
he Mengkabong also can scarcely be called a river,—it is 
rather a large salt-water lake with numerous islands, some con- 
taining hills of perhaps 500 feet in height: it is very shallow, 
many portions of it being dry at low tide, while others have but 
a few inches of water; it appears to be filling up very fast, and this, 
perhaps, affords a clue to the cause of the formation of the plains 
that extend beyond, which all ne to be composed of alluvial 
deposits. Many fresh-water rivulets drain the neighbouring hills, 
and pour their waters into this creek, but it is always salt; it 
extends perhaps for about five or six miles into the interior, 
The Sulaman I have not entered, but I have seen it from the 
hills on many occazions ; it presents the appearance of a lake, and 
is represented to be a salt-water creek. We could observe, by the 
rivulets that drained into the Tawaran, that the Sulaman has no 
interior. : 
The Tawaran, on the contrary, is a fresh-water river, even to its 
mouth, the flood-tides making but a slight impression on it. we 
native prahus can safely ascend it for six miles; after that it de- 
pends on the state of the weather, rising and falling very rapidly, 
as it is influenced by the rains. The banks of the river as far as 
Bawang village are flat ; there the hills commence, and, three miles 
beyond, the Tawaran divides into two branches,—one comes from 
the south, the other from the nw.c. They immediately degenerate 
into mountain-torrents, and are then not used by boats: produce 
is occasionally brought down on rafts, but at some risk. Every 
range of bills affords the parent-stream a rivulet, but the Tawaran 


does not penctrate far into the country: its sources are appa thy 


in the main spur of Kina Balu,—the east branch rising between 
the second and third sub-spur on the western side of the main spur; 
the southern branch appears very small. On both occasions that 1 
pa the Tawaran it was of a dirty yellow colour, being filled 
with the detritus of the neighbouring hills, Land-slips are very 
common, and bring down a considerable amount of matter for the 


waters to carry seaward, ‘The Tawaran is subject to very sudden 


inundations, the water occasionally reaching the houses at the 
village of Bungol, though, perhaps, fifty feet above the stream, 
There is no foundation for Dalrymple’s story, which has been 
often repeated, of the Tawaran rising in the lake; it evidently 
es ee ee ee aes 
e Abai is a salt-water creek, but preserving more the appear- 
banks are 


ance. ofa tives: much of both ss anh we 
yproach the houses, Its dey sions eT 





one fathom, while inside it deepens to four, and it has a channel 
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pe for one race, The Bajus of Tampasuk nominally 


acknowledge a Datu as their chief, who receives his authority 


from Brunei; but they never pay taxes to the supreme government, 
and seldom send even a present. They are individually very inde- 
pendent, and render no deodiekiee to their chief unless it suits their 
own convenience, They are therefore disunited, and unable to 


make head against the few Lanuns with whom they have continual 


Every man goes armed, and seldom walks; if he cannot 


procure a pony, he rides a cow or a buffalo, the latter generally 

rrying cues their arms consist of a spear, shield, and swor " 
Their houses are similar to the Malays’, being built on posts, some- 
times in the water, sometimes on dry land ; in Mengkabong they 
are in the water, and are very poor specimens of leaf-huts, The 
‘Tampasuk not affording water-accommodation, the houses are built 
on shore: the only good one was the Datu’s, which consisted of a 
planked house of two stories: the lower story, occupied by the 
married portion of the family, consisted of one large room with broad 
inelosed verandahs; the upper story was for the young unmarried 
girls and children. Of furniture there is little ; mata, boxes, cooking- 
utensils, and bed-places being the principal. In these countries 
there are no public buildings ; no offices, jails or hospitals, nor even 
a fort or stockade. The houses being built of temporary mate- 
rials, there are no ancient buildings of any description. 

Mixed with the Bajus are a few Borneans: in Gantisan they 
form the bulk of the village ; in Mengkabong they are not nume- 
rous, while in the northern districts there are few, if any, strangers. 
An occasional Indian, Sidi, or Chinaman may be seen; but they 
= only petty traders, and return to Labuan after a short resic 

ence. 

The principal inhabitants of these districts consist of the Idaan * 
or Dusun, the aboriginal population: they are essentially the same 
in appearance as the Dyak, the Kayan, the Murut, and she Bisaya 5 
their houses, dress, and manners are very similar, modified of course 
by circumstances, In the Kabatuan, Mengkabong, Sulaman, and 
Abai, are some tribes of Idaan, but I have not visited their villages ; 
I shall therefore confine myself to those I observed on the Tawaran 
and Tampasuk, 

On the banks of the Tawaran, where it flows th | the plain, 
are many villages of Idaan, which are completely hidden by groves 
of fruit-trees; these men have a civilized appea ce, Wearing jackets 

and trowsers. As you advance into the interior, the clothes lessen 3 
at Kiau there are bat few to be seen, and beyond they are said to 
use only the bark of trees. Some of the tribes on the Tawaran have 
followed the Malay fashion of living in small houses suitable for a 
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single family, while others occupy the usual long house, with the 
broad verandah, and separate rooms only for the families The 
house at which we lodged at Ginambur, on the Tampasuk, was the 
best I have ever seen among the aborigines: it was boarded with 
finely-worked planks; the doors strong and excellently made, each 
also having a small opening for the dogs to go in and out; the 
flooring of bamboos beaten out was very neat, and free from all 
dirt, which I have never before noticed in a Dyak house, where 
the dogs render everything filthy. The Ginawbor Idaan are good 
pecimens of the aborigines: they are free from disease, and are 
lean-skinned ; they have good-tempered countenances; none ‘of 
the women are good-looking, still they are not ugly; all the girls 
and young women wear a prece of cloth to conceal their bosoms,— 
it was upheld by strips of coloured rattans; their petticoats were 
also longer than usual; the very young girls had the front of the 
head shaved. I did not notice that any of the men of that village 
were tatooed, but in our walk we had met parties of Idaan from 
the interior who were go ; a tatooed band two inches broad stretched 
if an are from each shoulder, meeting on their stomachs, then 
turning off to their hips: some of them had the band prolonged 
from the shoulder to the wrist. Many of their villages are exten- 
sive, as Koung, which is large and scattered about a grassy plain, 
and many houses also on the hill above: it is a very pretty spot, 
the greensward stretching on either side of the river's bank, where 
a ete and cattle — This — has the appearance of 
peing rich: they possess abundance of cattle, pigs, fowls, rice, and 
soqeeshiis: whaboiban etvedsaditie toets bab. ian‘ ahed-qa ees 
tensive village, but the houses and the people are very dirty; on 
our first visit they were all suffering from colds, which rendered 
None of the Idaan pay any tribute, though many chiefs on the 
coast call them ei people ; Lae it is merely nominal, no one 
daring to oppress them: each vi iS @ separate government, 
and almost each house siidepenllonts = They have no jonas chief 
but follow the counsels of the old men to whom they are related ; 
they have no wars to induce them to unite more closely; their 
feuds are but petty quarrels, and in but one houge did 1 observe 
heads, and that was at the village of Tamparuli, in the 'Tawaran 
plain. The very fact of troops of girls rae in the fields with- 
out male protection would prove the security that existe, though 
every man always walks armed. We had no opportunity of observ- 
ing any of their ceremonics, and it is very unsafe to trust to the 
information of interpreters. | rant 
‘The aborigines in genéral are so lionest that but little notice is 
taken of this good quality ; however, to our surprise, we found that 
eame of these Idaan were not to be. trusted: we were warned 
qQ2 
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y the Bajus to take care of our things, yet we felt no distrust > 


Le at Kiau they proved their thievish qualities, which, however, 
we frightened out of them, as during our second residence we 
lost nothing there. At the village of Nilu they made an attempt, 
which we checked at once. | 
The Idaan are essentially agriculturists, and raise rice, sweet- 
potatoes, the kiladi, an esculent root, yams, Indian corn, sugar- 
cane, tobacco, and cotton: the sugar-cane is only raised for eating 
inate peas ett, wisi sige Sang ser nici to avr pti 
first saw natives ploughing in the ampasuk suk: their plough 
is very simple, and is sesicanion entirely of wood; it serves rather 
to scratch the land than really to turn it over. The plough was 
drawn by a buffalo, and its action was the same as Fa pointed 
stick had been dragged through the land to the depth of about four 
inches: after ploughing, they use a rough harrow. In the Tawaran 
they ploughed better, the earth being partially turned over to the 
depth of about six inches. The Idaan have divided the land into 
square fields, with narrow banks between them; each division is 
as much private property as English land, and is considered very 
valuable ; the banks keep in the water: their crops are said to be 
very plentiful. Simple as this agriculture is, it is superior to any- 
thing that ia south hs "che and it would be curious to 
investigate the causes ve rendered this small portion of 
Borneo, between the capital and Maludu Bay, so sails. cn agri- 
culture to the rest: I think it is obviously a remnant of Chinese 
civilization. (i is not grown north of Gaya Bay, and is 
confined to the districts between it and the capital. ‘The Idaan 
use a species of meee drawn by buffaloes to take their heavy 
goods to market. The ga ie in the Tawaran are neatly kept 
and neatly fenced in. On the hills the plough is not used, and 
there the agriculture presents nothing remarkable beyond the 
great care im keeping the crop free from weeds; the tobacco 
is well attended to, and these districts supply the whole coast, 
none being imported from abroad. When carefully cured, the 
flavour is considered as good, and the cultivation could be easily 
extended. 
_Of the « we can say little, as I did not find that any of these 
tribes cultivated it, though they assured me that they pu 
their supplies from villages nearer the lake. The Tuhan and 
Inserban districts produced it, they said, in considerable quantities ; 
<3 I Cone ineeg in several places spinning yarn from 
the cotton. The Bajus of Tampasuk obtain thei plies fn 
tribe near Maludu Bay. ee 
Among the hills, the implements of agriculture consist of simy ly 
a parang or chopper, and a biliong or native axe: the ground is 
therefore no more turned up than what can be effected by a pointed 
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stick; im fact, the steepness of the ae sides is against an im- 

ved agriculture : it is better adapted for coffee. Mr. Low, who 
fies much experience, pronounces the soil—a rich orange loam— 
to be superior to that o Ceyion; and Kina Balu being but twenty- 
five miles from the port, there are great advantages here: the plains 
are alluvial, and very fertile. 

With regard to the amount of population, all estimates would be 
mere guess-work ; but the population must be ere ns little 
Lt jungle remains, except on the summits of lofty hills, the rest 

either under cultivation or lying fallow, with wood upon 

re ene tribes on the Tampasuk estimated their own numbers at 

5000 fighting-men; the Tawaran tribes are equally numerous; 

but, reducing that estimate, and putting together the various infor- 

mation received, I should be disposed to place the entire ulation 

of these districts at 40,000 people: this is, perhaps, rather under 
than over the amount. | 

The 5000 fighting-men that are stated by the Idaan to live on 
the Tampasuk are, they say, thus divided :— 

The Pissau Idaan, 500; Seana: 1000; Bungol, 1000; Eee 500; 
Riau, 2000, Total 5000 men. 

It is mmpossible to verify this statement, but we may test it slichil 
by the «eal si The Piasau Idaan, so esis — the 
(arte groves of cocoanut-trees that surround their villa 
rags a cocoanut), are spread over the Tampasuk plain, and I 
link I am understating when I say we noticed above fifteen 
He I should have placed their numbers much higher than 
The Ginambur was a large village, and there was another 
teas lan about a mile off, among the hills, which 
IT passed through. Bungol is also stated at 1000 men: our 
Malays, who visited it, smd that it was very large, while the 
extensive villages of Sambatuan, of ny, ai of Batong, with 
numerous others on the hills and on the left-hand branch, have 


to be included in the Ginambur and Bungol tribes. ung is 
laced at 500, which is not a high estimate, there being a 
00 families in the vill Kiau is stated to contain 2000 
fighting-men: in this numb ypc included the village of Penokok 
(small); of Labang-La : sori Sayap, Which we did not 
<2 ginseng the: Kieus by. 500, aul 


Sarees ee 
“ ond the north-west spur, in the are nlevarbond of Saya 
| think weshell not be over-estima e population b placing 
it at 4000 fighting-men, or 16 YO) habits Rej by 
women and SE eliisenbetivanat and female, one in four — 
beetaken as the combatants. There are many villages on the 
eastern branch, and populous, as the clearings showed. I may make 
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this observation, the result of many years’ experience, that I have 
seldom found the statements of the natives with regard to popu- 
dation above the truth. In Sarawak and the neighbouring countries, 
where we had better means of ascertaining the correctness of the 
accounts rendered, we have always found it necessary to add a 
third to the numbers stated. 

. The Tawaran contains a population equal, or but little inferior, 
to that of the Tampasuk. The villages between the mouth and 
Bawang are numerous, but much concealed by groves of fruit- 
trees. Tamparuli was an extensive village, and Bawang of fair 
size. The Nilu tribe was scattered over the sides of the hills, 
Kalawat was a vi of perhaps 80 families; Bungol contains 
About 150 families; the Tagow, te and other wiles were 
observed on sub-spurs ; and beyond Bungol the tribes must be 
Domerous, if we may judge from ,the extensive fires made by them 
to clear their plantations On the right-hand branch are also 
many villages; bat we had no opportunity of examining them. 
OF the western branch I know nothing personally. By native 
accounts, the Tawaran is more populous than the 'lampasuk. 

Of Ananam I know nothing; of Kabatuan I saw little, beyond 
the Malay town; but I was informed that the Idaan were numerous 
in the interior of this river, as well as on the hills that surround 
Mengkabong. I have placed them at 500 men, or 2000, which is 
not a high estimate. Mengkabong contains also an extensive Baju 
‘pe coprted and in estimating them at 6000, it is, 1 believe, much 

How the number: the villages are numerous, and the chief town 
large. It is possible that there are not more than 1000 fighting- 
men; but the Bajus are holders of slaves, and there are also many 

. rs settled among them. 

Sulaman is placed at 1000, which includes both Baju and Idaan, 
and may bea little over the mark: for it [ have nothing but vague 
native testimony. | | 

Aba contains about thirty houses, perhaps not above 80) people; 
while in the hills are a few small villages of Idaan. I have put 
them at 125 men, or 500 in all, : 

_ ‘Tampasnk contains about 150 Lanuns, or 750 population * 
Bajus, perhaps, 500, or 2500 people—they say, 600. sr 
have multiplied the Lanun and Baju fighting-men by five, as they 
ooh es claves, both male and female. | 

Gaya Bay contains about 300 people. The population of these 
districts may, therefore, be entered as follows:— 

Gaya Bay, $00 Malays and others; Kabataan, 1000 Idaan; Mi hong, 
6000 Bajus and others, and 1000 Idaan; Tawaran, 16,000 Idaan; Sulaman, 
1000 Idaan and Bajus; Abal, 200 Bajra, and 500 Idaan; Tampasuk, 2500 
Bajns, 750 Lanuna, and 16,000 Idaan. Total 45,250, ve! 
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overstated are the Bajus of Tampasuk. Allowing for that, we may. 
fairly reckon the population of the districts between Gaya Bay and 
Tampasuk at 40,000; being quite aware, at the same time, that 
tlis estimate is founded on very loose data; but it may serve as a 
guide to future inquirers. 

There are but trifling manufactures carried on, The Bajus are 
much occupied in preparing salt for the inland tribes, This article 
is manufactured by burning, the wood of the Nipa palm: the 
residue is then thrown into water, when the ashes are separated 
from the saline matter; the water is then boiled, and a coarse bitter 
salt is the result. It is not disagreeable, after a little use; and I 
prefer it to the coarse salt of Siam, in the state that the latter is 
usually sold. Very little salt is imported even at the capital, 
except for the purpose of curing fish. | 

The only other manufacture ghat is worth ngticing is that of 
cloth from native cotton. The most esteemed cloths are those of 
the Lanuns. The cloth is generally black, with a few white lines 
running through it, forming a sort of check: it is strong, more 
durable than any other I have scen, and fetches a high price, 
varying from 5 to 10 dols, for a piece sufficient for a single 
dress. They are, however, deteriorating, since the introduction of 
cheap English yarn, which is superseding the carefully-cpun native. 
No minerals have, as yet, been discovered in these districts be- 
yond the coal in Gaya Island, though tin has been found to the 
north of Kina Balu, near one of the streams flowing into Maludu 


There is but little trade carried on; the only articles of export 
are tobacco, rice, a litte wax, cattle and horses, or rather ponies, 
The imports consist of cloths, iron, cheap earthenware, gongs, and 
occasionally a valuable jar, These jars, of ancient workmanship, 
fetch high prices, varying from 5/, to 500/, Little beyond tobacco 
is brought from the interior, as everything is carried on men’s 
shoulders, none of their paths being as yet suited for loaded beasts, 
When Mr. Low visited Kian, in 1851, beads and brass-wire were 
eagerly received ; and though they took his cloth, it was not much 
poset In April, 1858, we were advised to take wire and cloth; 
dcads were quite at a discount, Having obtained the cloths at 
ay rates, their services beng pus for in it, they in the following 
July cared for little else, all being eager to obtain trowsers, pre- 
viously a bark chawat being their only cover. The Bajus ask such 
high prices for all cloths, that it places them almost beyond the 
ae aborigines, 

little trait of the women shows them an pa © people. 
I have noticed how dirty they were. On the last occasion we 
stayed fifteen days in their houses, and they were very attentive to 
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all our movements ; they observed us bathing every day, and using 
our brushes and oraia We had brought some looking: glasses, 
and we promised one to a young girl, if she would go and wash 
her face; having done so, she received her present. The looking- 
glass showed them what dirty faces they had, and its effect was 
soon apparent: all the girls began washing, and those who were 
not ‘fortunate enough to have one given them were eager to ex- 
change looking-glases for fowls, - They begged us, when we 
came again, to bring them cloth, looking-glases, combs, and 
needles, 


|, Tt is a great drawback to this country having no navigable 
|| rivers nor on the hills have they good paths. The latter are 
easily made, the country presenting no natural difficulties; while 
on the plains, very fair paths already exist, fit for sledges. The 
tribes in the Interior are at present far beyond any commerce; in 
fact, the people near the lake have never been visited by the coast 
een, and trust Ae exchanging with =e other Idaan, : 
Vith respect to langu poken, I will at present make 
but few remarks: the | cate od the Lanun and Baju are 
entirely different from the Idaan. I have made several vocabu- 
laries and many inquiries at Kiau; we collected there about 500 






words ; at Blimbing on the Limbang 300 Bisay; and whilst in 
Maludu Bay seven years ago, I made a short list. These three = 
agree so far, that I may say that the Idaan and Bisaya have two 
out of three words in common; and, on further inquiry, I think 


that the remaining one-third will gradually dwindle away, as at 
present many words in my Bigaya vocabulary are Malay, for which 
they have their native words. “The result of our inquiries is, that 
all the Idaan speak the same language, with differences, We 
found the tribes on the Tampasuk and Tawaran spoke fluently to 
each other; and one of our interpreters, who had never be 
visited these countries, but had been accustomed to the aborigines 
to the southward of Gaya, conversed freely with them. The 
Bisaya live on the rivers in the neighbourhood of the capital, 
and their language differs but little from the Idaan, I will 
reserve my notes on the aboriginal languages, and only add that 
the Idaan contains but few Malay words: these generally refer to 
imported articles and domestic animals ; some are similar to those 
of the land Dyaks of Sarawak. 
I will add a few remarks on the geology of these districts, pre- 
mising them, however, with the observation that I am quite ignorant 
of the science. Wherever the rocks protruded through the hills, 
we noticed they were decomposing sandstone; and this character 
continued until we reached the great mountain, Ovcasionally, as 
in Gaya Island, the rocks were of a harder texture, and here a 
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Mr. Motley is said to have discovered a vein of coal. In the 
districts to the west and south of Tampasuk we noticed no signs 
of primitive rocks, while in the Tampasuk River huge boulders of 
granite are met with a little above Batang, while the débris extends 
as far as the junction ; but the rocks of the hills are sandstone, and 
this character continues to the base of the mountain. At Koung 
the rocks dipped to the south-west by south at an angle of 45°, 
On the Marei Parei spur we could trace the sandstone to the 
height of about 4000 feet, the dip about 80° to the south-west ; 
greenstone immediately after protruded, and appeared to form the 
chief rock. On the Marei Parei spur the compass was so affected 
by the peroxide of iron which formed a sort of coating to the rocks, 
that it would not act. The main spur consists at first of sandstone, 
then of black shale, almost as hard as rock; of various rocks I do 


not recognize ; then of decomposing granite, above which com- 
mences the massive outline of the Sante I have preserved 
specimens of the rocks in the order found, so that a gore 
may be able to affix their names; the only one to which I have 
not affixed a number, is a piece of limestone that was broken 
off somewhere near the base of the mountain in the Kalupis 
valley. 

The country presents the appearance of having been originally 
of sedimentary rocks, through which the granite has found its way, 
upheaving the sandstone to an angle of 80°. 


With regard to the climate I make a few notes. The plain and — 


low hills are much the same as the rest of Borneo, or other tropical 


countries ; but in the neighbourhood of Kina Balu it is of course u 


different. We found at the village of Kiau that the thermometer 
never marked above 77° during the day in a house about 3000 
feet above the sea, and varied from 66° to 69° during the various 
nights: the mean of the observations gave a shade below 68°, 
The Marei Parei spur offers a fine position for a sanitarium at 
about 5000 feet; our tent was pitched at about 4700 feet, and we 
found that the thermometer marked 76° (mean) mid-day, 60° at 
6 aM, and 56° (mean) at 6 pw. This would be a delightful 
climate in a well-built house. The cave at 9000 feet was very 
cold,—at 2 p.m., 52° (mean); and during the three nights I slept 
there in May, it waz 40° 33’ (mean), ranging between 34° 5’ and 
43°. During the last trip in July, in the cave, the thermomete: 
marked, at 6:30 a.w., 40°; 915 a.., 48°: 3°30 pi, 51-250°; 6 
P.M, 45-T750° ; registering thermometer, 41-125° (mean) at hs 
On the summit at 1 P.M, exposed to mist and rain, it marked 52°; 
while, exposed to a strong wind, and a storm of sleet and hail, it 
fell to 43° at 2 p.m. Ona fine day it marked 62° at 12 mid-day 
in the shade, there being much refraction from the rocks. 

I must add a few remarks on the rough map that accompanies 
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this paper. The coast-line is taken from the Admiralty chart, 

while the interior I have filled up from our observations and rough 

plans made on the spot. It may afford some idea of the country, 

and serve until some one, with greater advantages, makes a better. 
Brunei, November, 1858. 





AVL —Surface Currents of the Bay of Bengal during the South 
West Monsoon, By J, A. Heatucore, Esq,, in. 
| Feod, April 98, 1869, 

Tar subject of ocean currents is one in which the Royal Geogra- 
phical Society has always taken a deep interest, both on account of 
its intimate connection with the science to which this Society 
particularly devotes itself, and also from its immediate practical 
utility. uch benefit has already accrued to navigation and 
commerce from the study of the circulation of the surface currents 
of the ocean ; yet much remains to be done in the same direction, 
and with a promise of equally beneficial results, 

The section of this subject to which I have particularly applied 
myself is the Bay of Bengal. Surrounded as that Bay js by 
the centres of trade of the Various provinces on its aie 
Akyab, Rangoon, Moulmein, and Penang on the east; the naval 


station of Trincomalee, Madras and several smaller in. the 
same Presidency, and Calcutta on the west; all these places 


having constant intercommunication between themselves, and also 
with the countries of Europe, with China, and with America—the 
importance of this sea as a great highway of commercial traffic 
particularly recommends it to attention, while my own connection 
with it on Surveying duties gave me a special interest in it, and 
moreover it gave opportunities of ascertaining facts, collecting 
information, and observing effects which have been of mat rial 
assistance in p ssecuting the subject of this “per. 

The Bay of Bengal has not hitherto had that particular attention 
ped to it which must be necessary before any true determination 
of existing ocean currents can be ‘arrived at. Horeburgh has 
given a nae account of these currents, but he omits 
details,—indeed he had not the opportunity of ascertaining them, 
He gave valuable information and the best that could be obtained 
at the time he wrote, but some of his statements are merely 
deductions by analogy, and it is not to be wondered at that 
experience has proved him to be sometimes, though not often, in 
error, Horsburgh ae been the only available authority, he 
has been made use of wherever physical geographers of this or 
other countries, in elucidating the general set of the main currents 
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of the ocean, have been obliged to include some reprezentation of 
the rin of Bengal; but [ believe I am right in stating that this 
seu itself has not received their particular attention, and this muaty 
perhaps be accounted for by the fact that it was believed that it 
did not play any important part in the system of the great oceanic 
currents, and at the same time it did not sit the attraction of 
an inland sea in which currents did undoubtedly exist, such as the 
Mediterranean and the Red Sea, where the opportunity might 
arise of propounding an interesting theory of the cir®ulation of its 
Waters, 

A set of current charts for the Indian and China Seas for every 
month of the year, by Lieut. Fergusson, Ly., has been published ; 
but they are ona small seale, and contain a mere sketch of the 
subject, and they are moreover, as far as the Bay of Bengal is 
concerned, frequently in error. — 

It may be well, before I describe the currents themselves, which 
I have ascertained from an accumulation of well authenticated 
facts, to show in what manner the of these currents has been 
eonstructed, and whence the materials were drawn, that the Society 
may be able to judge of the degree of credibility that may be 
attached to the result. ‘The materials have been gathered from the 
Log-Books of the old Kast India Company's trading vessels, and 
thiose of LLM. ships which have been employed in the Indian 
Seas. The Log-Books of the old Indiamen, that is the Indiamen 
of thirty years ago, have been chosen in preference to those of 
other merchant veasels of the present day, because, by the kind 
permission of the ; ary of State for India, I was able to obtain — - 
them in any number at the Indian Office, and because I believe 
that, for the most part, more attention was at that time paid to 
those particular details of navigation upon which a knowledge of 
existing currents depends, than is generally to be found at the 

resent day, when facilities for making use of celestial observations 
have so much increased as to — what is technically called 
“dead reckoning” the less absolutely necessary, and consequently 
the less vtiantaty attended to. In the Indiaman I found @ 
veasel with every means for good and reliable astronomical observa- 
tions, but at the same time under the necessity and in the practice 
of paying « close attention to the computation of the ship's position 
from a carefully estimated course and distance run. This therefore 
presented the best material for my object. But, in order to make 
use of data of the present time as well as those of an earlier period, 
I have taken care to extract from the Log-Books of H.M. shiy 
which have been employed in the Bay of Bengal of late years 
result of their exponen in the currents of that sea, | 
_ Permission and facilities for doing this were courteously afforded 
me by the Secretary of the Admiralty and Admiral Washington, 
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and by these means I have been able to avail myself of the exp 
rience of a great number of navi of the first ability during 
the last forty years. Steam vessels have been avoided—tor their 
passages are not well adapted to show the influence of the currents 
they may encounter. In a long run of 200 and 250 miles a day, 
they may have passed through or been influenced by more than 
one current of different direction and force; and yet the result 
of their reckoning will show only the combined effect of these 
different curffnts, and can be no guide to the separate influence 
of each. 


The difference between the position of a ship as computed by 
dead reckoning, and that ascertained by astronomical observations, 
18 generally put down to the influence of currents ; and this makes 
up the chief material of which current charts are mostly ite a ; 
but it can only be accepted after very strict scrutiny and with 
ste reservations. Numerous elements of error have to be 
avoided as far'as possible. Inattention to the variation or the 
local deviation of the compass in use will considerably affect a 
ship's reckoning, and its results may be erroneously set down to 
the influence of currents,—bad steering or neglect of a proper 
computation of leeway may likewise have their effects attri- 
buted to ecurrents,—but a careful examination of the Log Book 
will lead to the detection of many of these errors, and will point 
out in a great measure what may be received as a reliable 
indication of a current, and what should be rejected as untrust- 
worthy. This will always be a great safeguard, and to it may be 
added, after such selection, that of the acceptance of the experi- 
ence of the many, in preference to the exceptional evidence of one 
or two isolated instances, however well founded. For this pu: 
the testimony of as many cases as possible has been brought to 
bear on all the principal points. The number of logs made use of 
in oD computation is one hundred and five. 

y investigations have been limited at present to the currents 
of the south-west monsoon. It is at this season that the greatest 
dangers are-presetit@' fo navigation, and that the currents are the 
strongest for weal or woe, and it is of these only that I propose 
to treat. 

Ceyion.—From the south-west corner of the peninsula of India, 
the current of the south-west monsoon runs in a direction varying 
from south-east to south-south-east, according to the distance from 
the land, and at the rate of $ to 14 mile per hour until, about the 
latitude of Point de Galle, it is diverted into a more easterly 
course. On the line between Cape Comorin and Point de Galle 
there is a strong set into the Gulf of Manaar, which begins from 
30 to 35 miles outside this line, and may prove a source of danger. 
‘Vessels from Bombay to the eastward should therefore be careful 
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to keep within the limits of the favourable south-easterly current, 
South of Ceylon, within 30 miles of the coast, the current runs 
strongly to the eastward from § to 2 miles an hour; but farther 
south, that is, between the parallels of 4° and 5°, its direction is 
more southerly, or about £.8.5, 

On the east coast of Ceylon astrong current exists to §.5.E. and &., 
taking more or leas the direction of the land, and running at the 
rate of 4 to 14 mile an hour, or as much as 40 miles a day, 

The inaccuracy of a deduction of Horsburgh is here apparent. 
He states the current at this season to be here running in an 
entirely opposite direction, that is to the northward ; for he argues 
that as it runs to the southward in the north-east monsoon, it may 
most probably run in a contrary direction in the opposite monsoon. 
Such, however, is not the case. ‘This southerly current is well 
established: not only are numerous instances of its effects on 
record, as those of the London in July, 1830, the Warren 
Hastings in June, 1833, the Kellie Castle in May and June, 1833, 
and H.M.S. Cambrian in July, 1850, amongst many others, but 
the result of my own investigations has also been pao aa by the 
observations of officers very recently employed on the survey of the 
east coast of Ceylon, This current is felt not farther than from 
40) to 50 miles off shore, and from its eastern limits a north-easterly 
set begins. I think it very possible that future observations may 
prove that this current is a return of that which flows with great 
velocity round the south-east corner of Ceylon to the north- 
eastward, a portion of which may be found to bend to the northward ; 
for under circumstances somewhat analogous a return current of 
this description is found off Cape G iui im Africa, At the 
Basses Rocks it is met by that already described as setting eastward 
off the south coast of the island ; cad ther both together then take 
a north-easterly and afterwards an east-north-easterly direction 
across the bay; except that, in the vicinity of the parallel of 
2 north, the set is less northerly, while south of that parallel it 
becomes east-south-easterly, 

Coromandel.—On the coast of Coromandel a northerly set 
prevails within 30 miles of the shore as far north as the parallel of 
15°: outside these limits it turns to the north-eastward. North of 
the parallel of 15° it takes the direction of the land as far as 
Gordeware Point, and thence trends in an e Boag afterwarda 
a north-easterly direction across the bay. From False Point nearly 
to Vizagapatam we have a strong ks saaberly current of } to 14 
mile per hour within 30 miles of the coast; but farther to the 
eastward it gradually succumbs to the influence of the wind, and 
Joins the general set, first in a north-easterly and then im an easterly 
direction across the bay. | | 

4rakan.—On approaching the coast of Arakan, the last- 
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mentioned current becomes more northerly, and finally is governed 
by the form of that land, and runs strongly to the north-north- 
westward. It thus becomes a very dangerous current for vessels 
making Akyab during the south-west monsoon. In such cases it is 
frequently necessary to heave-to off the port during the night; and 
if the existence of this current be not known, and proper precau- 
tion be not taken to keep to the southward, the veseel may he 
drifted into dangerous proximity to the reefs to the eastward of 
the | » In some of the works on this subject, all mention of 
this current is omitted ; in others it is represented as running in 
contrary direction: it is therefore the more pecessary to call 
attention to it, as cither the want of information on the one hand, 
or the existence of erroneous information on the other, may lead to 
injury to the greatly increasing trade of Akyab. | 

Circulation of Currents and Tidal Waves—This northerly 
current along the coast of Arakan may probably have a very 
intimate connection with the southerly current on the coast of 
Ganjam. They may both belong to the same system of circulation, 
the Arakan current finding its way to the westward along the sea 
face of the Sunderbunds and becoming the southerly current at 
False Point, and being again thrown on the coast of Arakan as 
before described. But if this be the case, any positive trace of the 
westerly movement is not to be discerned, or at least is most 
difficult to recognize in the peculiar rotatory tides which are found 
to seaward of the Sunderbunds. ‘These tides set, at different 
periods of each tide, towards every point of the compass. The 
flood begins at west, at the first quarter it flows west-north-west, 
at half flood it is about north, the last quarter being to east-north- 
east. The ebb begins at east, half ebb runs about south, and the 
last quarter ebb west-south-west, thus forming a complete rotation, 
But although these rotatory tides go far to hide the current itself, 
its effects while working its way to the westward are observable in 
the configuration of the eand-banks off the mouths of the Ganges. 
The current would here exert its greatest force, and these sands 
are curved to the westward in a remarkable manner—their very 
form proving that they are under an influence stronger than that 
which bends the banks off the mouth of the Hooghly into their 
south-south-easterly position; the latter being due to the south- 
west monsoon itself, while the former is the effect of the current of 
the same monsoon concentrated as it were in a funnel by the 
shores of Arakan, That the position of the banks off the mouth 
of the Ganges is not caused by the north-east monsoon admits of 
but little doubt; for this portion of the sea is peculiarly sheltered 
from the north-east winds, and they cannot be supposed to exert a 
force sufficient to aflect the position of these sand-hanks: ‘were 
it so, the effects of this same force would be apparent in a much 
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greater degree to the westward; and the sands at the entrance 
to the Hooghly would lie in a south-westerly direction instead of 
their present south-easterly one. | 

South-easterly Current.—A strong current to the south-eastward 
at the rate of } to 1¢ mile per hour begins about lat. 18? and 
long. 90°, flows down towards Preparis Island, and then turns 
more easterly into the Gulf of Martaban. ‘There is, no doubt, 
an accumulation of waters in the north-east portion of the bay, 
caused by the steady blowing of the south-west monsoon across 
the whole breadth of the sea; and this current seema to be the 
result of these waters attempting to find an exit. It may be of 
important advantage to ships from Calcutta bound to ports to the 
eastward, for it will carina help them in getting to the 
southward against the wind. From its eastern edge the currents 
turn off to the north-eastward until, near the coast of Pegu, they 
become governed by the form of the land, and take a course to the 
pe echmaaeeheee joining those on the coast of Arakan already 

Andaman Islands.—The Andaman Islands, which have lately 
formed the subject of an interesting paper read before this Society, 
play an important part in the system of ourkents of the south-west 
monsoon. They present an obstruction to the general set of the 
waters in the middle of the sea, and the same phenomena are 
observable in their vicinity as are to be seen wherever fluids in 
motion meet with an impediment under similar conditiona, 'The 
currents rushing to the eastward round the north and south 
extremes of the islands meet at a short distance beyond them, 
become confused and irregular, and throw up high ripplings, 
while immediately under the shelter of the islands an eddy is found 
running to the northward from 4 to 1 mile per hour. ‘That 
portion of the sea to the westward of the Andaman Islands is 
wisely avoided during the south-west monsoon, the reefs lying to 
windward of the islands presenting dangers to which every [ BB 
mariner would gladly give a wide berth; and I have therefore 
been unable to find examples of actual experience of the currents 
to the west of the Andamans; but it is more than probable that 
the north-easterly set extends close up to the islands, the waters 
becoming, in a certain measure, heaped up on their west side, and 
making their way through them and round them wherever they 
find an opening. Evidence of this action is particularly observable 
at the eastern mouth of the narrow strait which separates the 
south and middle Andaman. This strait was closely examined on 
the occasion of the expedition of which Dr. Mouat was the head, 
appointed, towards the close of the Indian mutinies, to select a 
site for a penal settlement in these islands. I may remark, en 








passant, that the manuscript of be original survey of the Great 
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Andaman by St. Blair, executed at different periods between 1788 
and 1796, and drawn on a large scale, was in the hands of the 
expedition, and was found to be beautifully accurate in all its 
details. It was our sure guide in the intricacies of channels, of 
which no other knowledge but that afforded by this chart was to 
be obtained ; and in those few places where it is deficient in the 
representation of details, we found that they had not been passed 
over until it had been ascertained that they could be of no practical 
utility. The ; eographical position of these islands has also been 
determined eo far satisfactorily, that though it may not be incapable 
of a still nearer approach to exact truth, yet it has, I believe, 
attained already to a higher degree of accuracy than can be 
claimed for the positions at present assigned to many places of far 
higher commercial importance. am 
Middle Strait, Great Andaman. —'The Strait between the 
Middle and South Andaman is one of peculiar formation ; it is for 
the most part a narrow, deep crevice between the mountains by 
which it is bounded on both sides, and which are in no part distant 
from it much more than 300 yards, while at places the rocks 
completely overhang it. The channel is thus narrowed at one or 
two points to about 80 yards, its general breadth being from 400 
to 900 yards. Its depth varies, but it js mostly deepest where it 
is narrowest, 25 fathoms being found where the rocks abut imme- 
diately upon the channel, and 6 fathoms where they are more 
distant; a depth of from 12 to 14 fathoms is, however, very 
generally found throughout the narrow part of the strait, its 
western portion, where it runs north and south, being both broader 
and shallower. Its western entrance from the sea has now a 
depth of from 4 to 6 fathoms, it having been filled up to some 
extent during the last seventy years, while the interior of the strait 
has suffered scarcely any perceptible change. We found no 
variation in the depth, nor in the contour of tae aii even small 
islets of leas than 50 yards in length appearing in precisely the 
same state, as to size, elevation, and position, as represented by 
the first surveyor. But while the depths before mentioned are 
found in the strait itself, its eastern mouth is almost closed by a 
bank of sand and mud which has but from 6 to 10 feet water on 
it; and this I believe may be looked upon as the effect of the 
current of the south-west monsoon, which being driven, as before 
described, upon the west coast of the island, finds its way through 
this narrow strait and deposits at its exit the sediment which it had 
taken up or set in motion on its passa e. The area of drainage of 
this strait, though small, is sufficient ta throw into it a considerable 
uantity of silt and sand, and the very form of this hank indicates 
that it has come out from the strait, and not that it has been 
thrown info the strait esos effort of the winds and currents of 
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the north-east monsoon: and moreover were this latter the case 
some corresponding effects would surely be observable at some of 
the other openings on the same side of the island, such as Port 
Cornwallis, the entrances north and south of Sound Island, and 
Port Blair, at all which places instead of shoals wo find deep 
water. The strait between North and Middle Andaman is com- 
pletely closed ; it is now no longer a strait, if it ever was one: and 
this is not at all certain; for Blair had not the opportunity of 
surveying it,—he probably found it impossible to enter even in a 
boat, as we did. 

In the open sea between the Mergui Archipelago and the 
Andamans, the influence of the prevailing wind again shows itself 
in a north-easterly set of 4 to 14 mile per hour. 

A south-easterly and south-south-easterly current sets with 
considerable foree down through the Mergui Archipelago and past. 
the Seyer Islands; and from lat. 10° ~. and long. 95° &. a strong 
current in the same direction sets at the rate of 2 2 1} mile per 
hour into the entrance of the Malacca Strait. This current may 

obably be found some degrees farther to the eastward, but 
have been unable to gather any facts in support of such a theory, 
ove I know of nothing in opposition to it. : 

The ‘Ten-Degree Channel, between the Little Andaman and 
Car-Nicobar Island, is so seldom made use of as a passage for 
ships during the south-west monsoon, that I have not been able to 
gather a sufficient number of facts to establish the existing current. 

Sumatra,—On the north coast of Sumatra the current of the 
south-west monsoon follows the form of the land to the westward, 
but this portion of the sea is sheltered from the influence of the 
wind. A slight return current to the eastward may be experienced 
in about lat. 64° ». | 

Between Acheen Head and the Great Nicobar an ext: ry 
current is found running to the eouth-westward in the teeth of the 
monsoon at the rate of } to 1} mile per hour; it extends to the 
parallel of 5° ., and nearly to the 92nd meridian, when it turns to 
the south and south-east. Where this current meets the ordinary 
north-easterly set, strong ripplings are observed. It may be taken 
advantage of, by ships bound westward from the Straits of Malacea; 
and though it 1s at present but little known, its existence is well 
substantiated by the experiences of the Herefordshire in August, 
1825, the Orwell in July, 1832, the Mariuis Huntley in Augu 
1831, H.M.S. ‘The Royalist in June, 1845, the Cambrian in July 
a August, 1844, the Serpent in 1845 and again 1851, and 

ere. 
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~ found very accurate ; and are the more valuable 
uite <eos po a3 laid down on all the maps I have yet seen, 


Mat and alluvial near-the sea ; extensive savannahs prevail, 
intersected, where river or water courses traverse them, by broad 
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4, fe. Fe, witha Map. By Cuas, N. Bent, Esq. 
Communicated by Joux Annowsmrrn, Esq. vac. 


Durrxe a residence of about sixteen years in the Mosquito terri- 
tory, I had occasion to travel over the rreatest part of it; and I 
employed all the time I could spare in surveying the courses of the 
rivers I had ascended, and gathering such information of those I 
had not, as enabled me to lay them down in this map. ‘The rivera, 
lag creeks, and innumerable inland eat ape will be 
! because they are 
boun of the Mosquito kingdom extended originally from 
Roman River to a place called “ King Buppan” (in the Mosquito 
fanguage, King's Anchorage), which is a small cove 20 or 30 
miles south-west of the southern entrance of Chiriqui Lagoon. Bat 
the kingdom was reduced to its present dimensions by order of the 
itish Government in the year 1842, as far as I recollect. Tt ig 
now bounded by the sea from Roman River to Greytown, along the 
north bank of the St. John’s to the branch of it called the Sarapiqui, 
and from thence in a straight line to Roman River mouth, but this 
part has never, I think, been clearly defined. It presents great 
variety of feature, but does not ¢ a in grandeur of scenery the 
Spanish-American states W. a S. of it From Greytown to 
direction approach the water's edge, forming bold rocky headlands 
and deep bays; and the rivers in this district are very short, and 
very = 
their spurs near the sea, are composed of trap and quarts ; the former 


being exposed to the air soon gets a coating of soft yellow-ochery 


earth, which falling away in scales becomes a deep and fertile soil : 
consequently this part of the country, up to the top of the mountains, 
covered with a dense and magnilicen 
highest, which seen from the sca appear to have a cap of scrubby 
bushes and grass. The scenery along this part of the coast is very 
fine, especially on a stormy day, when the wild surf dashes in white 
columns up the dark tic clits, falling back in wreaths of spray, 
and the heavy clouds roll over the hill-tops and up the deep and 
narrow gorges in grand confusion. ‘This part hax never been tra- 
versed by white men, and is uninhabited except by the scanty rem- 
nant of a tribe called Hamas, in number not exceeding 200. After 
peming Blewfields northward, a few ridges and mounds of trap and 
imestone mark the retiring mountains ; the country becomes quite 
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Hewhelds high mountain-ranges in a north-west and a south-east 


wandrapid. The mountains, as far as can be secn from 


ficent forest ; except some of the 
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belts of forest. Though of little use for the purposes of cultivation, 
these savannabs are by no means dreary wastes: they present all 
the appearance of a beautiful English park ; the ground here level, 
there rolling and undulating in rats hills, clothed in long bu 
coarse wiry Brass, and ornamented with clumps of the pretty 
* papta ”” or oy) ey, and groves of dark and stately pitch-pinea, 
Occasionally is fou quite an European bit of scenery, where 
pines, live oaks, and willows, with banks of tall fern and mos 
afford shelter to troops of deer and numbers of Indian rabbits 
that feed on the cones and acorna. As you go inland the sayan- 
nahs become overgrown and gradually give place to the forest, and 
the land becomes igher as it recedes from the Bc. 

As far as Wawa River these savannahs are only in patches 
within 20 or 30 miles of the sea: but beyond that to Brewer's 
sagoon the whole country is savannah for 50 or 60 miles inland, 
From Brewer's Lagoon to Roman Kiver there is a pretty equal 
distribution of forest and open land. ‘These tracts are excellent 
pasturage, and the Indians raise a considerable number of fine 
cattle and horses on them ; deer, tigers, and quails abound, and 
afford good sport. In the early dawn or the cool of the evening the 
deer come out of the patches of forest in great numbers, and the 
Indians kill them with puns or arrows, by concealing themselves 
behind the clumps of fan-palms, and keepmg to leeward of them, 
All the savannahs that I have examined I found to consist of a sub 
soil of tough yellow or red clay, filled with pebbles of pure white 
quartz (in some places whole beds of them’ ; over this is a stratum 
8 18 inches oe 3 feet hip eal ayes soil fi ” with roots of are 
his supports the grass an fan-palmea, but the pite] ine, oak, de, 
send their roots far into the clay. In some: tthe subsoil is. 
pure white pipeclay, with streaks of red : it is many feet in thick- 
ness, and below is generally a bed of gravel. 

Tn consequence of this geological character, these savannahs are 
generally very wet; and in the rainy season every hollow becomes 
watist-deep in water, which takes a lor 7 time to drain off. There is 
a large tract of country in the neigh houskeen of Cape Gracias i Dios, 
which is constantly wet and boggy ; yet the most magnificent cattle 
are reared there, as fat as if they were stall-fed: they feed all da 
up to their knees in water, and at night resort to the knalls on whick 
the Indians live, to sleep. This continual soaking of the feet occn- 
sions ri hoofs to rot off great numbers of them, which have then 

“Ned. 


Che coast from Pearl Key Lagoon to the Cape, and from thence 
to Brewer's Lagoon, is a long low stretch of sandy beach, with the 
tall white behind. From the sea it presents only 
the dreary aspect of an endless stretch of white surf, with an even 
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Tow and swampy at the mouths, but at various distances from the- 
sea they rise and very high ; rapids and fella abou Sere 
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and the Indians only distinguish places by certain 


odd-shaped trees, or patches of tall cabbage-palms which grow at the 
rivers’ mouths. In several places, however, there are very extensive 


‘and valuable cocoanut-groves, which line the back of the beach for 
‘many miles, and yield cargoes of excellent nuts. Beyoes Brewer's 


the 
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mountains again approach the sea ; in the neigh- 


bourhood of Black River, Cape Cameron, and, Roman, the land 


‘looks quite Alpine, the mountains rising to the 


t of 4000 feet. The ranges avoid the shore till they reach 


Omoa, in Honduras, when they descend to the water's 
feature in the Mosquito coast is the number of 


, the innumerable inland channels that lead from one 


‘river's mouth and from one lagoon to another; these latter are 


4 


mostly shallow, with deep channels through them, Pearl Key La- 
goon, however, is deep enough to allow a vessel drawing 7 feet water 


to sail up it, It is surrounded by densely-wooded and very fertile 
land, and abounds in game. Three considerable rivers run into 
‘it, but they are not navigable very far up. Blewtields mn is 


ue of them all, having hilly shores on the west 


side, and the mountains at the back of Monkey Point tower over the 


southern end 


5 broad, dotted over 


Sah - it is about 16 miles me 
with numerous high-and wooded islands, the resort of countless 
swarms of pigeons. | 

Into this lagoon run two large and two considerable rivers, be- 
sides numerous small streams; and the quantity of mud which they 


bring down 
large tracts, 


in the rainy season would seem to be filling it up, as 
that the old inhabitants remember were once shoal 


water, are now covered with dense mangrove wood, nor will the 
entrance admit the size of ships it used to do, 

The lagoons in the north are nearly all shallow, with low swampy 
shores, densely wooded with mangrove and other swamp-growing 


trees. They 


are all fresh in the rainy season, and salt in the dry; 


and abound with various sorts of fish, according to the state of t 
water. There are also immense beds of fine oysters in almost all 


of them. 


One cannot fail to be surprised at the great number of rivers that 
run into the sea along the Mosquito shore; yet, when the quantity 
of rain that falls is considered, they are not more than sufficient to 


carry it off, 


After crossing the bars at their mouths, many of 


them are navigable for ships a long way up, and all of them for 
canoes of any size: some afford a convenient passage into t 


neighbouring Spanish states. With few exceptions, the banks are 


easily surmounted in the light rver-canoes of the Indians, 
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“scenery up theee rivers is quite unequalled of its kind : near the sea, 
as far as the salt water reaches, the banks are wooded with white, 
red, and black mangrove, sapodilla, Santa Maria, Saba, and a 
hundred other swamp-growing trees, with an underwood of small 
prickly-palms and bamboos. These grow close down to the water's 
edge, supporting innumerable flowering vines, which, covering the 
tops of the highest trees, fall in matted festoons into the water; 

making a perpendicular wall of foliage, covered with sweet-smelling 

- flowers of every hue, presenting an unbroken face for miles, exeept 

where a great silk-cotton tree has fallen into the river, leaving a 

dark door into the thickets inside, or a cabbage or hone ts 

thrusts its feathery top through the wall as if to get a pee of the 
broad river. In other places the beautiful sillico or hone palm har 

er the river for miles, making a delightful arcade under their 
graceful branches under which to paddle when the sun is scorching 
on the open river, =! 

As we get out of the reach of the sea-water the land rises, and 

the tation assumes a new aspect; the banks are fringed with 

i beet band of “ kboo ” or seutch-grass, above which is a dense 

jungle of bamboos, and above all, the stately magnificent forest 
which the Indians call the real forest, in distinction from the tangled 
thickets of the lower parts of the river. Here the river winds 

through banks of sand and pebbles, the favourite resort of numbers 
of alligators, guanas, and river-tortoises, which bask in the sun in 
the heat of the day; here and there enormous silk-cotton trees 
crown the banks, growing among the grass a little apart from the 
forest; in other places the Indian fig bends over the water, sending 

hundreds of roots into it from its highest branches, and forming a 

Higher up, the river is occasionally contracted between perpendi- 

cular rocks, overhung with beautiful “sungsung” bushes and bam- 

boos; which in some small rivers, bending over from either si 

meet overhead, totally shutting out the sun, and casting a dark and 
ominous shade over the boiling river below, which rushes through 
the brokén rocks and round the sharp bends with a dangerous 
velocity. Farther on it opens out again into broad sunny reaches, 
the sides covered with bright green grass, among which the bean- 
tiful silver-barked mountain-guava rears its lofty head, often fes- 
tooned round with the pendent nests of the yellow-tail, which choose 
this tree, as no snakes nor monkeys can climb its smooth stem, 

Some of the rivera, as the Toongla, Twaka, and Laya Siksa, run 
for miles through cliffs of red clay, which the floods are constantly 





wearing away, £0 that large pieces of the bank are nig into 
the stream, with all their bamboos and trees upon them, which wave 
about in the water, and make an extraordinary appearance. The 
forest, though pretty open in the upper parts of the river, has occa~ 
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sional dense patches overgrown with a small very thorny species of 
bamboo, called by the Indians “ Sookwa,”’ interlz Sec Wi thorny 
vines and ing, Seer grass. In other p es large tracts are 
covered with a long, pointed, very tall , With leaves like the 
bamboo ; pm trees grow scantily among them, but no other under- 
wood. In other places are found groves of cahka and other prickly- 

which strew the ground with prickly leaves and seeds, making 


it almost impassable for the barefooted Indians, which is the more 


_ Tuts of 


: “4 ' 
7 a 
| . fi 
\ 


. 


provoking as these places are the resort of droves of “ Warrel ” and 
peceary (two species of wild hog), whose favourite food is the prickly 
at these Covered as the country veto wood, the 
only way to get a view of it is | climbing a tree growi 
a hil: thence you see gett ok ene oe of tree- ny 
undulating in small hills, with a few elevated ranges towards | 
westward, but falling towards the east in a level plain, which, from 
its uniform colour, can hardly be distinguished from the sea; the 
land is intersected by innumerable little streams and ravines, but 
he soil is deep and fertile. On the small streains running into the 
main rivers are situated almost all the mahogany-works, as the 
mahogany-tree seldom grows near ch to the main river to allow 
of its being conveyed direct into it, ‘Phese streams, or crecks ag 
they are es t the most en fon penueal mootand 
scenery that can bs imagined ; winding through dark moss-cov 
rocks, through avenues of tall Ganke or under a leafy arch of 
bamboos and “sungsung” trees, and the nooiday sun can onl 
penetrate the thick foliage in small patches. In places the creek 
opens out and lets down a blaze of sunshine, the more delightful 
from the gloom of the rest: while the banks of white sand and 
bbles dazzle the eye as you emerge from the shady recesses, 
tere flocks of curassows, with their lege stretched out and covered 
with their wings, recline luxuriously in the sun, and numbers of 
1anas and tortoises craw] up to warm their chill blood ; ocea- 
sionally an otter emerges from the clear deep pool with a prime 
fish, and laying it down gambols about.on the sand ; flocks of little 
green river-swallows skim over the surface of the water, uttering 
their-shrill ery; and gorgeous humming-birds appear for an instant 
at the clusters of flowers that hang over the stream, then dart into 
the depths of the gloomy forest again. The stillness that reigns in 
the woods at midday is somethin awiul; uninterrupted save by 
the tinkling of the millions of crickets or the ea cooing of 
the ground-dove. All Nature seems to retire to rest for a season 
when the sun, having reached his highest point, sends down a flood 
ee and drowsy heat. On a stone in the middle of the mur- 
muring stream the snowy white egret dozes on one leg, unmindful 
of the little fish that venture near; the pandy kingh er preens 
his feathers on a twig over the dark poo where he is shortly to 
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resume his labours; and even the restless monkeys congregate in 
little knots on a great spreading tree, some lazily reclined on the 
iggest branches, some picking one another's hair ; every now and 
then some of the more active pursue one another over the branches, 
then return, and cast themselves down beside the rest, and doze 
away for a while, with their heads bent down between their knees. 
But when the cooler rays of the declining sun begin to slant 
through the trees, the woods wake up again as it were from a 
trance. In-all directions are heard the cries of different birds and 
animals; long strings of yellow-tails wend their way to some 
favourite fruit-tree, uttering their whining ery; flocks of green 
parroquets rush through the trees with de ching screams ; and the 
quam startles one with his loud shriek as he flies down to the 
gee in search of seeds, But time and ability would fail, were 
4 to attempt to describe the varied beauties of these tropical forests 
under the various aspects of the seasons, | 
The Mosquito shore enjoys a very equal, and, considering the 
latitude, a very cool temperature ; the thermometer seldom rising 





above 82°, nor falling below 71°: which inay be ascribed to the 


extent of country covered with forest and the proximity of the sea. 
But, though the temperature may be regular, the climate in other 
respects—the changes from wet to dry, and from calm to stormy— 
is very irremular, and in that respect differs greatly from most 
tropical countries, 

January sets in with cold rainy weather and strong north winds, 
rising at times to heavy jeales and accompanied with thin drizzling 
rain. February and half of March are similar; but dry norths, 
with bright clear weather, prevail towards the month of March, 
and frequent squalls from the north-east, In March, strong north- 
east trade-winds blow, with heavy squalls and dry weather. April 
is often blowy, but with very fine dry weather. ‘All the rivers and 
lagoons now become salt, and-sen-fish come into’ them in shoals ; 
and the sea, which during the rest of the year had been of a 
greenish-yellow colour, now assumes a deep sea-green, from the 


rivers being all clear and very low. At this time the Indians set | 


fire to the savannahs; and if the wind happens to be north, the 
whole country is obscured with smoke, the sun becomes as red aa 
in an eclipse, and the smell of the fire is perceived for hundreds of 
miles. This is also the breeding season for beasts, birds, and. 
fishes ; and the Indians reap a rich harvest of alligator, tortoise, and 
eG from the great sandbanks along the rivers, which are 
now bert 7 

In May, hot dry weather with light east and south-east breezes 
prevail, varied at times by calms, lasting many dav 





the end of May, signs begin to appear of the a 
ai, tha 
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over from the sea are piled in a dark bank to the westward, out of 
which the faint rumbling of distant thunder is heard; this is the 
first thunder of the year, and the Indians say it isa sign for the 
eggs of alligators, &c., to hatch, and to recall those stars which had 
been absent, and which now begin to be seen early in gee 
This gathering of clouds, or land-wind banks, as it is called, is 
occasioned by the land breeze, which begins to be prevalent now 
during the might. Several circumstances connected with the land- 
wind re to be remarked, 





There is a tendency in the land-wind at all times to come off 
from the shore, night or day, whenever the land is sufficiently 
cooled to permit it to act. I have often noticed that when a heavy 
sea-breeze comes to a sudden termination, and there is a complete 
lull, the clouds and rain which renerally accompany such fil termi- 
nation having sufficiently cooled the earth, the land-wind is Pie 
sently perceived, by the perfume of flowers coming of, The ulls 
between the tremendous and frequent easterly ualls in July are 
often filled up by a faint land-wind stealing trmidly out to sea, to 
be again rudely driven back by the next squall. When this con- 
ussion of divers temperatures takes place, it immediately preci- 
pitates all the suspended moisture in the air, and the course of the 
two winds is plainly marked by the showers which precede them. 
In the dry season—from the end of February to the middle of 
May—the trade-winds blow stronger and more regularly than 
during the rest of the year, which would seem to retard the land- 
wind, for during that time it seldom blows, and there is sea-breeze 
night and day; or it is, perhaps, owing to the want of rain, when 
the earth being dry all night does not become sufficiently cold to 
counteract the strong easterly winds, The land wind is always 
stronger in the neighbourhood of lange pieces of fresh water, which: 
being supplied by streams flowing Ai gh the forest, are of low 
temperature, I have often been surprised at the furious land-wind 
blowing out of Pearl Key Lagoon, while on the coast to the north- 
ward, which IT had just sailed past, it was hardly sufficient to put 
the boat in motion. On that part of the coast from Cape Gracias 
a Dios to Great River, the land-wind is lichter and less frequent 
than on the coast to the southward : the former being low, with exten~ 
sive tracts of savannah, and the latter wooded and mountainous; 
and the land-winds come down from the high land with a strength 
equal to the strongest sea-breeze. On that part of the Mosquito 
Coast facing east, a north-east sea-breeze is erally fallowed by & 
north-west land-wind; an cast sea-breeze a west land-wind ; 
and r south-east sea-breeze by a south-west land-wind : but it 1 a 
curious circumstance that the latter is seldom accompanied by a 
and-wind. It is remarkable how close the two winds appr 














each other. I have frequently drifted out of a river on a raft of 
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mahogany with the land-wind blowing, and on turning the reach 
that entere1 the sea, found that the sea-breeze was bl wing, and 
had been all mght, to our t annoyance, as we had to stop the 
raft (if possible), and get | ack into the river, on account of the 
breakers. ‘Two canoes are often seen sailing a mile or two apart, 
each with an opposite wind. ‘The sea-breeze often comes in with 
violent squalls, showers, and waterspouts, and then a fine steady 
breeze succeeds during the rest of the day. At this time also most 
plants and trees flower, and by them the Indians know the close 
approach of the rains. 
une very often comes in fine, but soon shows its true colours: 
torrents of rain deluge the country, and tremendous thunder-storms 
rage for six or eight days at a time; then succeeds a short period 
of fine sunny weather, and the ound steams like a pot; the rain 
again descends with renewed fury, every little gull; becomes a 
Set deiiog tree pools of water, breast-high, stand in the dark 
forest ; the rivers, full to their brim, rush with 
fereatstithe Tarde: boazing-e0theln. tad -auetiea? need of 
Santon, trunks of trees, some with all their leaves upon ‘them, 
islands of floating grass, piles of plantain and banana trees, and 
sometimes dead deer and warree; all the low lands near the sea 
are flooded over, and the Indians kill numbers of game, which 
oo te on the rising knolls yet uncovered ; and in some settle- 
ments the houses are flooded, and the people have to remain in 
their canoes, and gleep on raised stages (under the eaves of the 
roof) till the flood subsides. The forest during these rains assumes 
the most dismal In the middle of the day it is near! 
dark as night, while the fitful flashes of lightning cast a. fi 
and — glare staan ee pd nooks overhung with 
palms creeping plants, which on sunny da are regarded 
with delight, become ponds of water, filled vith a 
No varied tints and deep shadows adorn the view ; the trees, bent 
down with the ° ring rain, present only a vista of dark mist, unre- 
lieved by any gleam ; and to the songs of birds and cries 
of animals are succeeded the roar of the rain and the growl of 
the distant thunder, which makes sag shake as it rever- 
berates through the woods; terrific squalls at times tear 
the forest, wrenching off branches and uprocting the venera 
patriarchs of vegetation. Towards the middle of August the 
weather begins to clear up, and there is generally fine weather till 
the end of October, with heavy squalls and showers at times, and 
much thunder, October always brings a period of ten or twelve 
days of south-west wind; this blows off the land several hundred 
miles to sea, and is always accompanied by bright cool weather. 
some neat of seaishewent wind rae in and 
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nights are disaereeably hot; during their continuance the weather 
is generally bright and sunny, and the thermometer sometimes 
rises above 90°, 

In November heavy north-easters prevail, with dark rainy 
weather; varied now and then b strong gales from the north, 
accompanied by thin rain and chilly weather. These northers, as 

ty are called, are most destructive to the mahogany vessels 
an off that part of the const lying east and west, and they 
are frequently dragged ashore with four anchors down, 
,, December is similar, but dry norths are more frequent ; these 
blow exceedingly hard, with the most beautiful bright weather, and 

ycold. The sky becomes deep blue, and the stars shine out 
with unusual brilliancy, so much so that the Indians can foretell 
the coming of a dry north from the brightness of the stara. In 
November and December it rains very heavily for a short time, 
gen fF coming with the first north, and the rivers rise almost as 
high asim July. But these floods are not to be depended upon 
for driving mahogany or any operations connected with floods, as 
sometimes they do not take ‘place at all in November; and some- 
times in December the last thunder of the year ie heard, after 
which it ceases till the end of April or middle of May. In spite 
of its rainy climate and immense forests, the Mosquito territory is 
one of the most healthy parts of Central Ainosieas HG bad epidemic 
sickness has visited the country in the memory of the oldest people, 
except the cholera, which visited it in 1855, but soon passe away, 
Ague is less common than might be expected; and white people, 
who do not recklessly expose themselves, enjoy the best health. 

The Mosquito territory is very thinl ¥ inhabited ; the entire Indian 
population not being supposed to exceed 10,000 or 15,000, of which 
the Mosquito, or principal tribe, mimbers nearly the half. ‘This 
tribe inhabits the whole coast from Pearl Key Lagoon to Black 
River, and along the banks of the Wawa an Wanx, or Wanks 
Rivers for a great distance inland, They are a fine set of men, 
lively, intelligent, and lugh spirited; but they have learnt no good 
the intercourse of English and American sailors, and some 
settlements are notorious for their rascality. ‘They are a violent, 
spereteome set of Indians, and most terrible drinkers. From 

e king being of their tribe, and the remembrance of the deeds 
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of former days, they have still a great propensity to plunder and 
illuse the surrounding tribes, in spite of all the king can do to 
prevent them. ‘They are lazy, insolent, and have a most over: 
Wweening idea of their own consequence and capabilities ; yet these 
questionable propensities show an impulsive nature with 
haracter, which only needs to. be properly directed: and: ruled; 
and these characteristics make them much superior to the stolid 





and impassive tribes surrounding them, They are kind and hospi: 
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table to strangers, yet they are avaricious and grasping in their 
dealings with sone. aother; and exact old “elit with the ames 
greediness, 1 1 two erations may have passed since the 
time the debt ie sehhaisy 55% . 

Their indolence and occasional extraordinary activity is also a 
matter of ed yew nothing will induce them to work steadily for 
any length of time, and they devote a great part of their days to 
sleeping in hammocks, Yet they will pursue the chase through 
Snell and thorny woods with the most untiring energy; the 
will searcely clear the weeds from round their houses, but will 
make a tedious voyage of a hundred miles in a small canoe to sell 
a couple of turtle, worth two dollars. Nor is their childish fear of 
death in some shapes, and their fearless defiance of it in others, less 
Boma path They dread sickness and war like an y old woman ; 

t will boldly face a j ‘in the woods, go through the wildest 
surf, over the most danger nb, Sa swim cp apeiron 
sharks and alligators. ‘They are crossl superstitious, and at the 
same time quite deficient in sinaratoas "Yet they have many good 
points to set off against their faults. When working for you they 
will endure hunger, cold, and the greatest discomfort cheerfully, 
and when treated well, serve with great devotion, Their women 
are kind and affectionate, in spite occasionally of the worst treat- 
ment ‘The little government they require is carried on by the 
king through the head men of the villages, selected from ALONE 
the oldest and most renowned for discretion and ability. By them 
all minor grievances are settled, while graver matters are referred 
to the king; they also act as quartermasters in providing men and 


pro for lim when he passes through their villages, The / 
indians are not regularly taxed, but they are expected to give. : 
mtributions every year of canoes, tortoiseshell, or provisions to 
the king, and the head men see that this is not SR See by the 
respective communities. ‘The regular taxes.on imported or exported : 
merchandise are collected by more intelligent gatherers, , ly : 
resideut Englishmen, ? ; 
Morality is at a low ebb among the Indians, lowest of all weer: 2 


the Mosquito tribe, The practice, and even the duty, of ch astity 
is “ek eat and most of the murders and bloodshed that ocea- 
sionally take place are the result of quarrels about women. Tha , 
laws on the subject are lax, and still more laxly carried out, An 3 
injured husband inflicts a severe beating on his unfaithful wife, and , 
exacts goods to the value of 10 or 15 dollars from the other 

linquent ; and I have known men keep several wives for the sole 

urpose of the revenue derived from their misconduct. More 
Peay, however, they take the law into their own hands, and: 
exact a more severe satisfaction than the law or eustom allows, 


Much cannot be suid of their honesty or truthfulness, but, perhaps» ; 
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it 18 not to be expected of a people without instruction or moral 
restraint of any sort. | 
- The Mosquito Indians are excellent boatmen, and in their frail 
canoes play Sok see navigate the cea, however stormy it may be. 
They ipl great pa and skill in going through the heavy 
‘surf on the beach, and will carry fresh provisions to the ships when 
the boats of the latter cannot go tiear the land. It is wonderful 
the dexterity with which they steer for certain banks and shoals, 
where the green turtle feed, far out of sight of land, and without 
any landmark to guide them. . 

| The staple food which the Mosquito Indians raise is cascada 
‘and plantains, cultivated in little cleared patches along the beach 
and river-sides, The Indians of the interior raise Indian corn and 
plantains, and have always a superabundance of provisions from 
the superior fertility of the soil and their own greater industry, 
They ac: raise sugar-cane and a little good tobacco. Some of thy 
villages in the interior raise chocolate, which they drink mixed 
with Chili pepper, They plant cotton-shrubs round their houses, 
and manufacture coarse cloth dyed a variety of bright colours, 

The Mosquito Indians trade with the tribes of the interior for 

various artieles which they cannot produce themselves, getting 

ough canoes, paddles, gourds, and calabashes, cloth, net-ham- 
m skins, Indian corn, &e. &e., for English goods, galt, turtle- 
meat, &e. ficets of canoes proceed every year, in the month 
of May, to the hawksbill-turtle fishing on the coast southwards of 
“apis where some watch the beach at nizht, and catch the 
turtle as they crawl up to lay ; and some spear them at sea with a 
heavy palm-wood staff, at the end of which is a notched iron peg 
and 20) fathoms of strong silk-grass line attached. 'The success of 
this fishing is very precarious, some getting as many as 10 or 15 
backs, and some none. Others resort to the numerous keys and 
coral-reefs in the neighbourhood of the coast, and the green 
turtle which abound there; they get a ready sale for them in 
Greytown and Blewfields. That part of the tribe who live west of 
the Cape regularly resort to the mahogany-works of Honduras for 
employment, where the reward of their labour is more surely if 
not more easily earned. During these temporary migrations the 
Villages are left without a man, except such as are too old to 
travel ; and as the Indians raise no stock, it may be imagined the 
women are badly off for meat when all the hunters are away, but 
they help out their fare with crabs, oysters, a few fish caught with 
the line, alligator and tortoise eggs, till their natural providers 
return and regale them with dried turtle-meat and stores of turtle— 


Se Rooe of the Indians in the country can be said to pr 
or profess any religion. They have a geucral idea of and 
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in a t iding spirit or god and in a future state, but 

have a yeia tine oh any duties required in order to merit coos 
happiness, They practise no religious rites of any sort, unless 

certain ceremonies in honour of the dead and some other super- 

stitious practices be considered as such. In every village are found 

one of more persons, male or female, who undertake to cure the 

sick and to protect the community from evil spirits; and although 

their “ sookias,” as they call them, more frequently fail than succeed, 

and in spite of their palpable tricks and their rapacity, the deluded 

people trust them implicitly, ‘The Indians believe that even the : 
most trifling illness 1s caused by some evil x pte possessing the 

person, and the sookias ascribe to themselves the power of dispos-. 
sessing and driving it away. For this purpose they paint their : 
faces in some hideous devices, and then proceed to blow tobacco- 

smoke over the sick person, rubbing him with their hands, and 
muttering strange eh and sounds. They fence him round with 
charmed and painted sticks, and forbid the approach of any 
woman with child, or any person who has recently assisted in 
burying the dead, and no person is suffered to pass to windward 
on any account. The actual or presumed breach of these mmjune- 
tions affords a convenient loophole for waut of success in the cure. 
For a long time after the recovery of the patient his food is 
brought to the sookias, who whistle for about twenty minutes some 
plaintive strains with incoherent muttering over it, till it is purified 
Pian the influence of the spirits, I?fa village is attacked by sick- 
ness, a consultation of sookias is called, who, having maturely 
considered the matter, and slept a night in order to inform them- 
selves by dreams of the nature ca Liliana of the spirits, 
erect each a hut a little removed from the village, and there sit up 
the greater part of the night, muttering their incantations and 
invoking all sorts of terrible animals, real and fabulous. After 
they have performed these and various other ceremonies, ney 
plant a lot of painted sticks, with a grotesque little figure im wood 
or wax on each, round the windward side of the village, and 
announce the expulsion of the spirits. But should the sickness be 
very obstinate, the sookias, after a consultation, inform the people 
that the spirits are not to be expelled, whereupon the imhabitants 
remove immediately, burning the infected village to the ground, 
The Indians believe that all game and several birds have an 
owner, and several sookias proton to have seen the Master of the 
Warree, as he is called, whom they describe as a little man, not ‘ 
taller than a child, but terribly strong. He superintends and 

directs the various droves; drives them to their feeding-grounds, 

and, if they are much disturbed, leads them to remote parts of the 

‘forest. He lives in a large cave in the side of a mountain, and is 
attended by a guard of white Warree, which cannot be approached 
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plored tracts with fab ous monsters, The heads of several dark 
and shady creeks, blocked up by a mass of fallen trees and bam- 
boos, are assigned as the abode of great “ wowlas " (a species of 


presently a rumbling of thunder is heard at the head, and, strange 
to say, the stream immediately begins to flow upward with irre- 
sistible force, a fierce wind tears throuch the trees, and the 
eunhappy victims are carried away, without hope of rescue, to the 
terrible jaws that await them. Into some of these streams nothing 
will induce the Indiana to enter, though they are said to swarm 
with the fattest game, the private preserves of the spirits ane 
monsters, In like manner, several mountain-ridges are the dwell. 
ings of a terrible monster called a “wihwin,” like a horse, but 
with “ jaws fenced round with horrid teeth,” whose native place ig 
the sea, whence he jsyos from time to time to his SsUMMer res 
dence on the hills, and at night roams about the forest ip search 
of human or other prey. The Indians sit round their fires at night 
listening to tales of’ the dreadful hayoe this monster made in 
certain vill long ago: for, fortunately, these lamentable 
events never happen in the lifetime of the narrator. Not content 
with the real horrors of the rivers in the shape of alligators and 
sharks, they assion to Various circling eddies and dark pools a not 
less formidable tenant, which they call a “leewa.” or water spirit, 
which sucks down the unlucky bather and devours him unseen ; 
this spirit also inhabits the sea, and occasions Waterspouts and hurr- 
canes. It would be tedious and out of place to describe all the 
customs of the Indians, so [ will Just give one or two specimens, 
When a woman is unwell, or has had a child, she is excluded from 
he village for seven or eight days. A small hut is built for her 
in the woods a few hundred yards from the rest of the village ; at 
night some of the girls go and sleep with her to keep her com- 
pany, oF, if the Di hts are dark and tigers aire known to be 
prowling round, ber husband takes his gun or bow, and sleeps in a 

ainmock tear her, Sho must not handle or cook food, but all is 
Prepared and carried to her, When well again, che goes to the 
river, bathes, puta on clean clothes, and returns to her household 
duties. Every child shortly after birth has what they call a 
* pew,” or charm, tied round its neck by the s00kias, which is a 


little hag, contaming some small seeds wherewith to pay the a 


of being ferried over a certain river that separates this from th 
next world, should it die young. When a death takes place, they 
generally bury a bow and arrows, a gourd calabash, and knife, 








ee 


and sundry other articles with the body, and carefully keep in 
repair a small hut built over the grave, in which they deposit from 
time to time such little offerings as a yard or two of cloth, a 
bunch of plantains, a bottle of rum, &e. They have also the 





custom of destroying everything belonging to a dead person, 
burning his clothes, splitting his canoes, and, worst of all, eutti 

down his fruit-trees, The female relations crop off their | 

Black lair: nl thev-qrish’ to dno ‘eles to. touch.whet. he aonannd 
liked to handle, The greatest offence one can offer is to mention 
the name of the dead. The grief caps by the women is most 
passionate; they dash themselves to the earth till they are covered 
with blood, cast themselves into the river or the fire, and fre- 
suenty steel away and hang themselves. The women are passion- 
ate also in their attachments, and suicides from jealousy and 
lisappointed loye are very common. Unfortunately, becoming a 
wife does not confine their errant affections, but often only serves 
to complicate matters still more. ‘The Smoos, although they do 
not undergo to the same extent those voluntary trials of endurance 
which the North American Indians are said to be so fond of 
indulging in, yet practise something of the same sort at their 
drinking-bouts, As soon as they have got excited, the young men 
assemble together to dispute which is the strongest and most 
worthy of the attentions of the fair sex. Strange to say, instead 
of settling the question by contending one with the other, it seems 
more congenial to their nature to do so by trying which can 
endure the most from his antagonist, For this purpose the sufferer 
stands just as an English boy does at leap-frog, and the execu- 
tioner strikes lis back as hard as be can with his clenched or open 
hand or the point of his elbow, and to endure this without a grown 






is the pinnacle of their aspirations. Death sometimes occurs from 


the ef si of it, Unlike what is usually oe with other men 
in similar contentions, these retire from the inspiri presence 
the admiring fair, and report only conveys ‘the desde of the 
rave, 

It is difficult to imagine the spirit that animates them to these 
painful trials; for | have known men long see the prime of life, 
and in possession of the persons if not the aflections of a harem of 
wives, enter with gusto into the strife, and return covered with 
glory and bruises, This they call “lowta,” and a young man is 
not worthy of a wife till he is able to endure with fortitude a 
stout application of the elbow to his back. There seems to bea 
prcpecehy in the Indians to torture themselves in emulation. I 
ave often seen litthe boys seat themselves round the fire to sea 
which could endure longest the application of «mall lighted sticks 
to their legs or arms. 


_ Christmas is a period of great festivity with the Indians, and 
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for about two hig the menos of riotous drun weno are quite 
appalling. Every house ‘en prepares a quantity of intoxicating 
Oe oe a3 Six Se a at ull. These drinks are 
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enerally pre from the cassada, but often from sugarcane and 
Boss a : MT conte sada mixture, or “ mishla,” as they call it, 


13 prepared by boiling a quantity of the roots, of which about a 
third is chewed by the women and spat into the casks ; the reat is 
pounded in a mortar and mixed with the chewed part, and some 
‘ane-juice and hot water poured into it, It is then covered with 
leaves, and left to ferment for two days, when nearly all the neigh- 
bours are invited to come and partake, and the entertainment 
generally lasts two or three days; as fast as it is finished in one 
muse the Saree adjourn to another and another, till they have 
made the round of the village. The guests are sometimes invited 
from a distance of 60 miles, and in their turn they invite their 
hosts. The drink resembles buttermilk: it is sour and very 
strong. The other drinks, made of fermented cane-juice or pine- 
apple-juice, are delicious, and make those who indul 2 too freely 
furiously drunk. ‘The drinking scenes never pass off quietly; as 
soon as the Indians get excited old quarrels are saanirid: old 
ievanees raked up, and high words are not long in being fol- 
ed by blows, The women fly to hide all the Weapons they can 
find, and then lend their kindly aid to separate the combatants ; 
but, in the state in which the men are, their mediation is too often 
rewarded by savage blows: yet the devoted creatures y little 
heed to their-own wounds as long as any one dear to shea is in 
danger, and they generally succeed in restoring peace, which is 
again and again interrupted till their most potent enemy, drink, 
has laid them all in the dust together. In these brutal exhibitions 
all the bad propensities of the Indians are displayed in their worst 
lights, and it is not till their own healths are on the point of giving 
way that they cease from their wild debauch and resume the 
quiet possession of their faculties, 

The Smoos, the most numerous tribe next to the Mosquitos, 
inhabit the heads of all the rivers from Blewfields to Patook. 
They may be distinguished from the Mosquito tribe by their 
stolid, heavy expression, their broad faces, and flat heads. They 
have an absurd custom of flattening the heads of their children, 
they think nothing so ugly as a round forehead. For this purpose 
when the child is about a month old it ia tied to a small board, 
and a flat piece of wood is placed over the forehead and tied b 
strings to the board at the back with a gentle pressure, which 
increases as the head grows This is not removed for several 
months, and, when it is, the expression of the best-looking child is 
ruined. The operation gives gre | : 
they try to beguile its continual crying by tying to the board all 








t pain to the child; in vain — 
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sorts of jingling shells and rocking it about suspended by a string, 
anid faty fine children are sacrificed to this albert custom. The 
Smoos are a simple, goodnatured, hardworking people, ready to 
oblige, and sasily imposed upon, for which reasons the Coast 
Indians affect to hold them in supreme contempt, They are much 
fairer than the Mosquito Indians, and some of the women almost 
approach to white. The men are the most expert hunters that can 
be imagined, and the skill they modem & in finding their way 
through the pathless woods is quite astonishing, ‘They pursue ther 
ae through dense tangled thickets with the sagacity of the 
loodhound ; they follow the track of animals which to other men 
is quite imperceptible ; and amid the confusion of cries and sounds 
in the forest the right one is noticed at once, however faint and 
distant. ‘Their most effective weapon is the bow and arrow, but 
some use and prefer firearms. In this way they earn a hard, 
scanty subsistence, infinitely preferring it to the surer method of 
raising stock, which they never can be induced to do Kisiy i few 
fowls, which they seem to keep more for the look of the thing tha 
thing else, as they very seldom eat them. The customs of the Smoos 
are similar to those of the Mosquito Indians already mentioned, 
They haye the same drinking orgies at Christmas and in honour 
of the dead, and on these occasions the men paint their faces most 
elaborately with red and black paint, they tie a band of .cotton 
cloth round their head which is covered with the most brilliant 
feathers, arranged in patterns sewed on it, and a broad strip of 
the same hangs down their back to the hips, while a plume of the 
beautiful tail-feathers of the red macaw sticks up over the fore- 
head. Their only clothing is a waisteloth of their own manu- 
facture, of various colours and patterns, and interwoven with the 
snowy down of the Muscovy duck and eagle. The women are 
more simply dressed than the men. on these festivities, wearing a 
broad wrapper of print or blue cotton-cloth, which reaches from 
the waist to the middle of the leg: and the upper parts of the 
body, being naked, are smeared all over with a very light tint of 
red, which just serves to give a glow to their beantifu brown skins ; 
round their necks are hung pounds of small red, white, and black 
beads, and their small wrists and ankles are adorned with the 
BAM. 

The women of the Smoo and other interior tribes are far more 
industrious and ingenious than those of the Mosquito tribe, At 
their little settlements all day lung one is dinned with the con- 
tinual hammering necessary in 
rubber-bark cl and others are occupied in weaving cloth, 
te yarn, making hammocks, bead ornaments, &c. Occasion- 








ly they follow their lords to the woods, and carry out heavy 
loads of game, and they show great patience and endurance in 
VOL. XXXII. S 


ary in the process of making the India- 
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Like all the other tribes, the Smoos may have as many wives as 
they can keep, but the genarality of them have one, When there 
are several wives in the same house, the oldest takes charge of the 
others, and directs them in the various duties of the day ; but the 
ot ; is generally the favourite of her husband, and goes with 
him in all his hunting and fishing expeditions. Each wife has her 
own fireside, and cooks every day her own pot ; so that when the 
lord of the house sits down to dinner he has portions brought to 
him by each, which manner of proceeding is anything but econo- 
mical. They have no marriage ceremony, nor anything like one. 
When a man sees a girl he fancies, he asks the father for her, 
and, if he consents, the girl is sent with her bundle of clothes and 
bedding to her new home. She is never consulted in the matter, 
and has no option but to give in, If, however, her opposition is 
very violent, they generally yield to her wishes: sometimes not 
even in that case. Girls are chosen as wives during their earliest 
childhood ; nor is it always considered necessary to wait till they 
narriagea ble age before they are taken into the hushand’s 
harge. A widow is always considered in a certain degree the 
property of her late husband's relations, and they must be con- 
sulted and a price paid them before she is allowed to accept another 
husband, which curious fee is called * plarka-mana,” or widow- 
money. 

The Twakas are only a tribe of Smoos, with a slightly different 
dialect, and do not number more than 200 or 300 souls They 
are a fine-looking people, well made, strong, and very fair; they 
do not flatten the forehead. They dwell along the ‘waka river, 
which is a branch of the Pring Awala. 

_ Lhe Toonglas inhabit along-the other branch of the same river ; 
they seem to be a mixed race between the Smoos and Mosquito 
Inilians, and their dialect is nearly pure Mosquito with a large 
mixture of Smoo words. They are much darker than the Twakas, 
and resemble the Coast men a3 much in their laziness and raseality 
as their complexion, but there are some fine fellows among them. 
They never construct such large and comfortable houses as the 
Smoos and Twakas; in the dry weather they live in miserable 
little sheds on the sandbanks close to the water, and of course 
when the floods come, they are summarily ejected, and their sheds 
carried away to sea. During the rainy season they live upon the 
banks out of reach of the floods, but, as they intend to remove to 

the sandbanks when the dry season returns, they take no more 

_ pains with these houses than with those that were swep! away. 
The Payas are a pretty numerous tribe, and inhabit ) 

of the Black and Patook rivers, They seldom visit the king, and 
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are “5 Abpcrserage subjéct to him; they resemble the Smoos very 
much, but speak quite a different language 

The Ramas inhabit a small cata at the southern extremity 
of Blewfields yey. they are only a miserable remnant of a 
numerous tribe that formerly lived on the St. John’s and other 
rivers in that neighbourhood. A great number of them still live 
at the head of the Rio Frio, which runs into the St. John's River 
at San Carlos Fort. These latter are quite wild—if holding no 
intercourse with the rest of mankind can be called so; they attack 
every person that attempts to ascend their river, and some twent 
years ago killed the Spanish commandant of San Carlos, a 
nearly annihilated the party of soldiers that accompanied him for 
the purpose of inspecting the country. Their secluded life, and 
the terror they inspired on that occasion, is perhaps the origin of 
the reputation they bear as cannibals; and a wag of un American 
once said to me that they always sat down to dinner with a cold 
missionary on the sideboard. | 

The language of the Ramas is different from any other spoken 
in the country. They are quite as expert boatmen as the Mos- 
quito Indians, and more powerful and enduring; they are cer- 
tainly the finest set of Indians in the country,—large, heavy, 
athletic men, with stolid and even severe countenances. They 
use Immense heavy bows, upwards of 6 feet long, but firearms are 
now their principal weapon. Every Christmas numbers of them 
come up to the town of Blewfields, and stroll about the streets in 
the most appalling state of riotous drunkenness. 

The Cookras seem always to have been wild, like the Ramas on 
the Rio Frio; and from the traditions on the subject they must 
have been reduced to live in that manner from the teerible Saab 
and persecution carried on against them by the Mosquito Indians 
long before the Creoles and Negroes were settled in and around 
Blewfields, Thirty or forty years ago there were still numbers of 
them living in the forest round Blewfields, There are eight or ten 
individuals of this tribe living near Pearl Key gi who were 
captured when children, they say; and as none of them are ever 
seen now-a-days, it is more than likely that the tribe is extinet ; 
and, in fact, wild savages—hardy as they are—cannot exist long in 
the manner they are represented to have lived. Their axes and 
Weapons were of stone, and numbers of these are dug up round 
Blewtields ; they slept on the ground on a few leaves, and sheltered 
themselves from the rain with the leaves of the swallow-tailed 
palm piled on leaning branches. With big sticks they thrashed 

wn and pulled up the long grass on the banks of the creeks and 
rivers, pase there planted a little Indian corn and ee 
deriving the rest of their subsistence from the ral ich they 
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killed with their flint-headed arrows; and eboe-nuts, bread-nuts, 
and mountain-cabbage (the heart-leaves of the mountain cabbage- 
palm) eked out their miserable existence, Their covering Was 
the inner covering of the India-rubber tree beaten ont, and 
their cooking utensils pots of clay and calabashes. Of course 
they had no canoes. In Blewficlds and the forest round are 


numbers of large mounds, containing many thousand tons of 


cockleshells, and filled with broken pottery, stone axes, rude little 
images of human, warree, and parrots’ heads, and horns of the 
warree and manatee, However plentiful the cockles may have 
been in Blewfields Lagoon, it must have taken centuries to accumu- 
late heaps of the shells, and they are attributed to the Cookras 
who lived round the shores of the Sate It is strange that no 
oystershells are found in these mounds, although that shellfish 
is now by far the most plentiful; the roads in Blewfields are 
* metalled " with the shells from these heaps. Although numerous 
ruin, indicating a large, settled, and comparatively civilised popu- 
lation, are found in the surrounding Spanish states, especially 
Honduras, the Mosquito territory is entirely destitute of an thing 
of the sort, and the inhabitants’for ages back must have lived in 
the same wild, rude state they do at present. I have no doubt 
the peaceful and industrious séttlements in Honduras and Nicara- 
gua were periodically disturbed by inroads of the then numerous 
and fierce tribes issuing from the forests of the Mosquito shore, 
into whieh it would be vain to pursue them, and making off with 
their booty before a sufficient foree could be collected to resist 
them; and this predatory practice they seem to have continued 
long after their more peaceable neighbours had the misfortune to 
have the Spaniards for their protectors. I have seen a copy of a 
despatch sent by a governor of Cartago, in Costa Rica, to the 
captain-general of Guatemala, in the year 1727, grievously com- 
plaining of the inroads of the Mosquito Indians, who had burned 
several ‘fine towns and made the country desolate. The despatch 
detailed a project for capturing the headquarters of the marauders, 
the settlement of Cape Gracias A Dios; recommending the con- 
struction, under the protection of the guns of the ships, of a fort 
from which inroads could be carried in armed boats up the Waux 
and other populous rivers. It stated that the Cape settlement 
could raise 1000 men in a few hours: the total inhabitants now 
‘do not exceed 300, Evidences of the rapid decay of all the 
Indian tribes in the Mosquito territory are painfully numerous all 
over the country in old groves of fruit-trees, in the forest, and along 
the now silent banks of the rivers, and the sites of old ee 
abound in some of the savannahs. The Sookias confess that the 
land is possessed by legions of evil spirits, whom they have no 
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longer power to resist as their forefathers did; and I have heard 
many of them, when reflecting on their younger days, abe a 
that before many years the land would be without an imliabitant, 
Numerous reasons are assigned for the falling off of the Indian 
race, such as strong drink and the diseases introduced by the 
whites; but any one who has studied the Indians of this country 
will be convinced that to their own vices they are indebted for this 
great punishment. As the natural result of the profligacy of both 
sexes, large families of children are seldom seen ; and poor living, 
bad clothing, and careless exposure to all weathers cut off the 
delicate and feeble both in infancy and old age. Although hardy 
and tough to an astonishing degree, yet they are liable to sudden 
and violent illnesses, brought on by excessive exposure. Fevers, 
consumption, and other complaints of the vitals are the most fatal 
disorders; not a few of them are afflicted with loathsome dis- 
eases of the skin; and the children suffer bie tly from worms, for 
which they know no effectual remedy. If an average could be 
taken of their lives, I am sure it would be found very short indeed, 
Hale old men and women are as scarce among them as they are 
common among the whites and negroes. As T said before, there 
is no record of any epidemic sickness having ever affected these 
Indians, and their manner of living is quite unfavourable to the 
spreading of it; neither can drink be assigned as the cause of their 
ecadence. There is a great difference between the continual 
soaking of the habitual drunkard and the wild drinking-bouts the 
Indians indulge in twice or thrice a year, which only last a day 
or two, and any bad effects are soon dissipated by fresh oir ais 
exercise. The Coast Indians drink twice as much as those inlane 
and at the same time are on the whole much healthier, which can 
only be accounted for by their aac living: for while the sea 
and. the brackish lagoons afford them abundance of turtle, large 
eea-fish, and shell-fish, the poor Indian in the interior hooks a 
scanty meal for his family of small river-fish by much patience and 
toil, or pursues, often unsuccessfully, the fleet game through the 
tangled woods. But one will naturally ask why the causes that 
are now acting so fatally against the tribes of this country should 
only of late years have begun to act. It is reasonable to suppose 
that, when the Indians were more numerous, they not only lived 
better, but had a better government, and better laws more rigidly 
enforced. History points to numerous instances of the deteriora- 
tion of the character and morals of nations; and the common 
intercourse of the Indians with the pirates and buccaneers of 
former times, and with unprincipled sailors and traders down to 






the present day, may gradually, by example and precept, have 
subverted all their i Cibaltiabitd tnd loreng bt then 16th neat 


they are now in. . None of the tribes in the country appear to 
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have a spark of their former warlike spirit left, which must be 
owing to the long protection accorded to them by Great Britain 
during the last 200 years, who having gradually brought them to 
the state of peaceful dependents, has coolly handed them over to 
the Nicaraguan Spaniards, whom the natives detest, and once 
kept in terror of their name. If the Mosquito Indians chose to 
resist this arrat nt, T believe the Nicaraguans would find they 
had caught a Tartar, for their impenetrable forests are strong 
fortresses when garrisoned by hostile Indians. 
_ The warm damp climate of the Mosquito shore favours the 
et of forests of unrivalled luxuriance and grandeur : it would 
foreign to the subject of this paper to describe the innumerable 
varieties of fine trees that grow in them. At present mahogany 
is the principal export, and the supply will last forcenturies. It is 
singular that Blewfields is the most southern river on which 
faltoarkay is found ; here it grows in abundance, but the Cookra 
River, 16 miles farther south, has none. The pencil or Spanish 
cedar grows in great abundance and of the largest size, Lignum 
vite: grows to a large size, besides a great number of exceedingly 
hard and durable woods which are unknown in this country, 
Large forests of pitch-pine are found in the northern parts of the 
country ; the wood is very dense and tough, and contains an unusual 
quantity of tar. Of the numerous varieties of paling there are few 
besides the cocoa-nuts that yield useful fruit. The “ soopa ” is a 
prickly-palm, about $0 feet high; it prows both wild and culti- 
vated ; it produces large bunches of fruit about the size of a tata, 
with a deep-orange skin when ripe ; inside is a small black cared) 
and the substance surrounding it is, when boiled, dry and mealy, 
and eaten with salt meat is one of the choicest morsels to be bad 


in the country. 
The hone-palm is the same which yields the palm-oil of 
commerce. ‘The Indians boil the orange-coloured nuts till the 
stringy pulp falls away from the stone, they then squeeze and 
throw away the fibre and drink the rich yellow soup that remains, 
sometimes mixing it with mashed ripe plantains; it is exceedingly 
ahaa is not likely to be relished at first by a 









liscious se = : 
stranger, but when the taste is acquired he will duly appreciate it. 

rors Indiarubber, scinipiaeille: copal, “eis: copatiba, 
vanilla, and silk-grass, are among the natural productions of the 
woods; sugar, coffee, chocolate, ginger, arrowroot, cotton, &e., 
grow to perfection: the cultivation of the latter for commerce 
would perhaps be unsuccessful from the quantity of rain that 


Magers All vegetables and fruits that are four in the West 


Islands grow here to perfection; the latter scarcely possess 
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the flavour and sweetness of those Wing in the surrounding 
ssudbag rT. 


states, from the deficiency of dry bright » 
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Eee wanda nad sp ecg are ep by the three arin 
he tiger peculiar to America, the black and spotted jaguar and the 
puri they are not often dangerous to ce but destroy much 
cattle, The former is a fierce and powerful animal, and very 
dangerous to meet alone ; but it is not very common except in the 
mountainous parts of the country. The spotted jaguar is also a 
powerful animal, and will kill and carry off the largest ox; the 
ndians are occasionally mre them, and I knew one man who 
was dreadfully wounded and di | by one attacking him after 
being wounded with an arrow, I have killed them, however, with 
large shot. The puma is the most common and the most de- 


structive: it seldom attacks a man. The tiger-cat is a beautiful 

little animal, and very destructive to poultry ; it is twice the size of 
ee cat, brindled i cn Sy and with a ap 
y- There are two species o! opossum which are equal 

destructive to poultry ; the smallest is mouse colour with te fur, 
and the largest of an iron-grey with stiff coarse hair; this latter 
when disturbed emits a disgusting smell. 

The “araree” or bush-dog is a large species of the weasel, 
about the size of a fox, of a glossy black, with a long sweeping tail, 
This animal, besides birds and poultry, eats fruit of all sorts, and is 
i fond of ripe plantaina, 

be ant-bear is an extraordinary animal, well known to natu- 
ralists ; there is also another species of the ant-bear in these woods 
which ig good eating. 

The “warree” and pecay are species of the hog: the former is 
much larger than the latter; they congregate in large droves, and 
ire occasionally very fierce and dangerous to attack; the flesh is 
excellent eating ; both the species have a gland on the back, from 
which they emit a strong scent that is perceived miles of, 

Two species of deer, the tapir, the agouti, the capibari or water- 
hog (a very inappropriate name, as it is one of the rodentia), and 
three species of monkeys abound in the woods, Any one who is 
aoquainted with the fauna of Guiana and northern Brazil will have 
a very fair idea of the animals to be found in this country, 

_Curassows, quains, quails, partridges, and five or six species of 
Pigeon are among ‘the game-birds; and the toucans, the trog 
the macaws, and parrots adorn the scenery with their” brillian 
plumage. There is one large eagle which is upwards of seven feet 
across the wings, and hawks of every variety abound ; the beautiful 
moe vulture and the common turkey-buzzard purify the land from 

Nor are the banks of the rivers wanting in song-birds to cheer 
the early dawn. The beautiful Banana bird has no mateh in variety 
of notes, though surpassed in sweetness by several others ; the notes 








264 Beti's Remarks on the Mosquito Territory, 


of the “ Peetu Yoola” (pine-apple bird) are just like a chime of 
church bells in a sweet silvery key, and uttered with measured 
composure, When dusk sets in, from some lonely ravine are heard 
the clear ringing notes of a covey of birds called the “ Yarring 
Yoola:" these notes are ut by the males of the little flocks, 
and are as if some one was tuning all the higher notes of a piano. 
All the birds lay as in Europe in ce and May, and ratse their 
broods before the rains and storms of June and July. 

There are not many species of venomous snakes in the Mosquito 
country. ‘I'he most common is the tommygoff, as it is called hy 
‘the negroes ; this reptile is very like the rattlesnake, both in size 
and colour, but without the rattle. Its bite is very bad, but not 
more than, I should say, 20 per cent. of those bitten die of it; the 
bite is more often fatal to white people and negroes than to the 
Indians, though the former have remedies which the latter have 
not. A small yellow snake not more than 8 inches long is very 
venomous, and the “Barber's pole,” a beautiful snake marked 
with rings of yellow, black, and starlet, is said to be fatally 
Yenomous; but I think it is very doubtful, as it has no poizon-fangs. 
Among the Honvenomous is a species of boa constrictor, of which 
I have seen one 16 feet long, but the Indians gay it grows much 


there is a very great variety of harmless snakes, many of the 
most beautiful colours. The « Plupau taya,” a large very 
like the rock-snake of India, is often very savage; myself and ten 
men had on one occasion to jump overboard ant leave the canoe to 
one of these snakes which we had disturbed in fun, 

The great Guana lizard is found in countless numbers along 
the rivers, the great Indian figs which hang over the water being 
their favourite resort; when disturbed they plunge into the water 
from the tops of the highest trees, and sometimes fall into a 
passing canoe and are dashed to pieces. The flesh of this lizard 
4 unsurpassed in delicacy and flavour, and the eggs are very rich. 
Alligators, of course, abound, and are seen basking on the sand- 
banks in-hundreds, ‘There is also a small s cies of crocodile that 

quents quiet weedy pools and places full of waterlilies and 
rushes ; it is about 5 feet long, and its flesh is eaten by the Indians, 
ot basa disagreeable taste of musk, otherwise it is white and 
tender, 
| A large lizard called “ Ishilly” is also. eating ; it is green 
with brown markings, and has ‘an sabes on if head and 
back: this species is chiefly found on the keys and islands Goth 
this lizard and the guana fall a prey to hawks and eagles, and 
even the puma does not despise them. rey hoay 
. The house-lizard is a lovely and amusing little creature; the 


is 
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male is black with an orange-coloured head, and the female dusk : 
or the colour of wet ashes with darker spots. It is most sae 
to see them coursing over the floor in pursuit of flies, creeping 
almost imperceptibly till within a few inches and then darting 
upon them; when the rest discover that one has a large fly, they 
immediately give chase to it to try and get a piece. Their eyes 
are very keen, and on perceiving a fly alight on the walls, many 
yards off, they creep slyly round the picture-frames, &e., to hide 
their approach. They lay the most lovely little white egga, with 
a hard shell, which is very unusual in the reptile tribe. 

One species of lizard, called by the negroes Galley asp, is said 
to be very venomous; but as they attach an absurd story to it, I 
am not sure whether the one assertion is more credible than the 


other. They say that on biting, the asp immediately Tuns for the 


nearest water; the person bitten must do the same, and which- 


ever reaches it first will survive. This lizard has a hideous. 


appearance : its head is short, flat, and broad, with a large mouth 
armed with rows of small sharp tecth; the body is thick and the 
tail stumpy, and its colour dusky-grey, with brownish blotches; it 
chirps at night in a shrill, harsh manner. 
_ The numerous sweet-smelling flowers which chiefly grow on 
large trees are visited by thirteen species of bees, by which the 
woods are stored with abundance of wild honey of the most various 
tastes and colours, These bees vary in size from that of the 
common English bee to that of about twice the size of a flea. 
he honey of some is thick and yellow, and of some it is rea: as 
liquid as pure a8 spring water; one species produces honey 
' a dark indigo blue, which is ve ns sie anid, and vies 
violently if too freely indulged in; all the honey-cells of these bees 
are circular; the cell of the largest is the size of a grapeshot, that 
of the smallest a little larger than a pea. None of these bees 


sting, instead of which they bite with their forceps ps; and one species 
emits a minute drop of a white liquid which raises a tetas ante 


skin of a person, and is apt to turn into a sore, € YECLES 
which I believe to be more allied to the wasps than the bees, builds 
on the branches of high trees a large hanging paper-nest, sometimes 
6 feet long and the same in circumference; this nest contains (in 
the month of September) several gallons of honey, and the cel 








Wasps are very numerous, and sometimes troublesome; the 
largest species of hornet will give a man fever from the pain of its 
sting. One species frequent the eaves of the houses; the rest 
suspend their large paper-nesta on high trees, except one which 
prefers the little clumps of tangled aero wes and bamboos 
that hang low over the rivers; and I have had to jump overboard 
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on accidentally striking the bush with the boat, where, if we con- 
sidered, the danger was greater in the remedy adopted, from the 
number of sharks in the water. 

The ants are by far the most interesting insects in the tropics : 
it would take volumes to describe the innumerable varieties and 
their habits ; after twelve years of observation I believe I had not 
yet seen all the species, There are two distinct classes, the 
predaceous and the herbivoroug ants; the largest of the former is 
about an inch long, and the sting is excruciating, ‘The most 
remarkable are the “'Tarring” or marching-army ants: these make 
peroneal forays in search of prey; issuing from the woods just 

etore the heavy rains in countless millions, they swarm into the 
houses at all hours of the night or day, summarily ejecting the 
people fromvone or all of the rooms, But the service they render is 
more than equivalent to the temporary inconvenience, as they 
clear the house of all reptiles and insecta, even to the wasps -nests 
under the eaves, which are ravished of their grubs in spite of the 
ineffectual rage of the parents, 

The red “Weewee” is a great nuisance in plantations of 
easeada, yams, and maize; they strip the plants of the leaves, which 
they carry away in large pieces, and their roada (which are 
sometimes half a mile long) are a moving mass of green: when 
they encounter a small stream not ratte. dian a few inches wide, 

ley cast in hundreds of their burdens till it is as, over. 
Some of the nests of this species take up nearly an acre of ground, 
and are only distinguished by the bushes growing round being all 
stripped, and by the innuinerable little spouts or craters from the 
galleries below. I have known a horse fall into one of these nests 
and die there, being unable to extricate itself 

The white-wood ants are very destructive, consuming all the 
soft wood in a house, and mining oar cn paling, se. They construct 
upon trees a large black nest full of arched galleries, whence 
covered roads lead in all directions for a long di When 
exposed outside of their defences these ants fall a ready prey to 
various others, and to poultry and birds, 

- Some make a flimsy nest suspended to the end of a twig; and 
when the tree is accidentally knocked against, the bottom of the 
nest falls out and the person below receives on his head a shower 
of enraged ants. Many of these ants on being touched leave the 
most nauseating smell on the fingers, which remains for hours, even 
although the hands are washed with sOap. | 
ye The sea and rivers swarm with every en of tropical fish. 
sea, infest the rivers 
below the falls: it is very dangerous indeed to bathe in them 
‘fll you get up among the sands and shoal water, | 
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The finest fish in the country is found in the brackish lagoons ; it 

is a large species of mullet about 4 feet long. It is called Ca apiever 

by the negroes, and Cookally by the Mosquito Indians. ‘The only 

way of taking it is by the atti, as it will not take bait and 

readily jumps out of a net ; with a harpoon and torches.at night 

the Indians kill great numbers, especially in the months of 
ber, 





November and I 
The mullet is a most delicious fish; it resembles the herring, 
and is found in large shoals in the lagoons. Sometimes in still da 
nights, if you merely strike the side of the boat with Phen? hand, 
they jump out of the water in thousands, and numbers fall into the 
canoe 3 | is not a litthe danger of getting your eye knocked out, 
The Callapiever have the same habit of jumping out of the water 
on still mghts on hearing any sudden noise, and I knew a man 
who was nearly killed by being struck on the side of the head in 
this manner. “Tooba” is a fish the Indians of the interior 
principally live on: it is about 9 inches long, 6 inches broad, and 
about twice the thickness of a person’s hand; of a purple colour 
upon the gills and back, and blue underneath ; it is found alive in 
the lagoons and the heads of the rivers; it delights to cruise round 
old stumps in the dark shadow of overhanging trees, and is shot by 
the Indians with arrows. 
“Srik” and “Saasing” are magnificent river-fich, unequalled 
except by the salmon of northern countries. The former is bottle- 
een above and silver colour below, and attains the size of 3 feet; 
it affords excellent sport, and takes flies, worms, and various 
berries, but its choice morsel is the Indian fig, and hundreds of 
them congregate under these trees to eat the fruit that drops into 
the water. The Indians take advantage of this, and make their 
bait drop into the water like the fruit, when there is a rush of fish 
to seize it. TThe saasing is a thick heavy fish, clonded-brown and 
grey; it delights in quiet pools where grass and reeds grow out of 
the water, and is never found among rapids and falls as the 
above is; it takes bait readily, and is easily killed with the arrow. 
ere is an infinite variety of fish in the creeks and rivers of 
this country, from the “'Tarpum,” which is 6 feet long, and 
weighs upwarda of 150 lbs. to the blim, which is not more than 3 


es 

The Manatee abounds in the extensive lagoons, and as far up 
the rivers as the sea-water reaches The flesh of this animal is 
very like veal: it is streaked alternately with layers of fat and lean, 
and preserves well with the least possible quantity of salt; the 
Indians merely dip it in the sea and hang it in the sun or smoke. 

There are no fine shells on the Mosquito coast, owing to the 
sandy beaches, but the coral of the keys and islands is exceedingly 
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beautiful. When living in their native element, the various sorts 
of coral are covered with a gelatinous matter of the finest colours; 
and looking out of a boat on a sunny day on the groves of coral, 
sea-fans, sponges, and polypi, with the brilliant colours dancing in 
the unsteady water, and gaudy fish gliding about among 
branches, one can araagiiwe binaenlt looking through some brilliant 


_ Immense lobsters, conchs, and whelks the size of a man’s fist, 

are found in abundance at these coral-keys, and also a huge crab 

about the size of a soup-plate, with a lovely pink shell, spotted 

or white, : nine ae roam - night over these little islands, 

disturbing the weary boatmen by biting their toes, fingers, or arm 

expose ipiet of the body, and demolishing any reac of foodl 

left in the pote ; during the day they have all disappeared, snugly 

hid under little tufts of grass or at the roots of trees. In the 

> ae bays, protected by coral-reefs from the trembling breakers, 

flocks of grave pelicans sail about on the water, with their heads 

thrown back, and their long bills resting on their breasts, or 

tumble headlong from the air among the shoals of sprats, driving 

them in a silvery shower out of the water. The predaceous frigate- 

bird pursues the snowy seagull screaming round the hay, and 

_ ftnusing the spectator with its manceuvres to escar till wearied 
out it lets fall the coveted fish, which is seized by the other befor 

Tittle snipes and sand-pipers seamper along in eager pursuit of their 

prey, which is washed up in the rolls of seaweed by the little 

waves. The white circle of breakers on the reef, the dark blue sea <* 

outside, the calm bay with its hack ground of rich foliage, and the 

light feathery clouds drifting over with the steady trade wind, form ja 

a coup dail only to be imagined in the dark and storm north. 

The Mosquito country presents a rich field for the natu ist; its | 

plants, bird, and insects will be found different from those of the i 

surrounding Spanish states, and it has scarcely been visited by 

any scientific explorer, 
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THe accompanying map is not offered as by any means accurate 
in detail, my a isso having been far "ad Few, chiefly oye 
to the difficulty of finding clear ground, and partly on account of 
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bad weather. ‘The latitudes of the following points may, I believe, 
be relied on, at any rate, as correct to thie nearest minute :— 


Latitads &. Longitude W, 


J i J = J i | 

Villa do Diamantino .. 14 24 33 ‘6 8 © 
Porta Velho ae 7 7 1d Ai i bb zt o 
Mouth of iver Sumidoro et 1d 23 30 56 17 2 
Mouth of River Arinos ..  .. «so oof oo | LO 2 30 a ae 
Taquaralzinho (chief Apiacar sey el A en ® 2 oO 58 16 40 
Salita crc river 8, Jollo de eet) 8 53 15 58 15 0 

3 mi . aboye ae 2 a) PT oe o# on a 
Balto de 5, Siimio mn ae Peg rad ee se | 8 13 0 57 50 15 
Moath of River Sio Thomé ; a 68 § 30 Sr 87 45 
Mouth of River 5. Manoel 7 31 «(OO 57 47 30 
Ttaituba -. oe aa 4 16 47 Si Ai A i 


The rest of the observations were taken at unimportant points: 
; none were taken between the 5. Manoel and the lower rapids, so 
that that part of the river is mapped from dead-reckoning only, 
The longitudes are given as approximations only, being the results 
of a single chronometer: they depend also to some extent on the : 
longitude of Diamantino; that I have given is the mean of seven | 
sets of lunar distances—four west, and three east. Having broken 
both my barometer and a sympiczsometer (the latter kindly lent 
me by C. B, Lane, Esq., cn, the chief engineer of the Brazilian ’ 
Government), I had no means of ascertaining the height above the 
eea. ‘The tributaries I have marked merely to indicate the position 
of their mouths, not as implying any knowledge on my part re- 
The various streams that run from the province of Matto Grosso 
northwards to the Amazon, or south to the River Plate, all take 
their rise in what, though commonly called a serra, has in reality 
nothing of a mountainous character. It is simply a high range of 
country, varying but little in its general elevation, though cae 
grooved by the valleys of the rivers: around these one finds more 
or less of virgin wood; the rest is “ campo,” that is pasture-land 
prinkled more or less thickly with stunted trees, in pa including 
é quina-tree, the same the people told me as that of Peru and Bo- 
livia, though here but little use is made of it. This range seems 
to consist mainly of sandrock and clay: in general it drops steeply 
and often sho sacromd to the lower country, the plain below 
appearing #3 4 sea with deep bays and inlets. At the foot of the 
range, in one of these inlets, stands the Villa do Diamantino (in 
lat. 14° 24’ 33" s.; im long. about 56° 8 30° w.): the River Para- 
guay rises about 104 miles south, and 44 weet of this; but its 
course at first being north-east, it enters the plain 2 or 3 miles to 
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the eastward, and gradually bending west, passes some 3 miles 
south of the town, the ely? ite rieae noniticels point. The River 
Diamantino, on the contrary, comes from the north, and. passing 
close by the town falls into ‘the Paraguay 5 or 6 miles below ; its 
whole length, omitting the smaller bends, not being, I think, over 
15 miles. The River Preto rises about 10 miles east of the town, 
and the port on it is about 15 or 16 miles north-east, as the crow 
flies. Canoes have now and then been brought over the water- 
shed: while I was at Diamantino, one of about 15 cwt. burden 
that had come from near Santarem crossed and went down the 
Paraguay to Villa Maria. The River Preto from the port to its 
» Mouth is a narrow stream, as tortuous as a meadow-brook, never 
more than 20 yards and seldom 15. yards wide; and often com- 
pletely barred by trees fallen across from bank to bank: as far as 
could see, not a single stream enters it during the whole distance, 
A few miles below the mouth of the River Preto (which enters on 
the left) is the Porto Velho, or old port of the Arinos, almost 
exactly north of Diamantino: on account, however, of the distance 
and bad road it is now not much used, 

‘The River Arinos here is about 70 yards wide ; its current 14 
—— ont — at this time (June) Hpi > Sarnia ; wood on 
cach side, the ground in general only a few feet a the river- 
devel. In a few places there are high olay tne almost cliffs; at 

| one of these, the Barranco de Pitas, on the left bank, there was 
| formerly a settlement, the cascalha (diamond formation) pis 





rich. Lower down, at the mouth of the River dos Patos, a | 
tributary, the Bacairis, a small and very timid tribe of Indians, used 
to be met with; but, owing to the attacks of stronger tribea, they 
have latterly withdrawn more towards the head-waters of the 

nos. ‘Ten or 12 miles above the Sumidoro, also, there was 
another settlement chiefly of cattle-farmers; but it has been long 
since abandoned. The distance from the Porto Velho to the 
mouth of the River Sumidoro is barely 40 miles in a straight 
line, but by water 80 miles or more, as the river winds very much 
here, some reaches even running nearly south-east, 

The River Sumidoro is about 40 yards wide at its mouth; it 
enters with a strong stream of exceedingly clear water, and at once 
sensibly widens the Arinos. Some years ago the Government of 
the province sent a party to explore this river: they reported it 
not navigable, a8 in parts the water passes under rocks; they pre 

ailed on the Parexis Indians,* an indolent, imoftensive tribe, 
* [made a list of 2 good many of their words, which | have since lost. The 
nanes of the various parts of the human body mostly have the prefix “no:” for 


mample, 7 »” the eyes—rather an Eu looking word ; “ nocanshd, 
the arm “notodoni” “ nododommt « nocanth toe ake parts of the body 
bat “noniti,” the necklace of beads, “ Coriogho,” a bow; “aicori,” arrows; 
“lati,” a comb; “kesd,” a knife, These are all | con recollect. 
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settled near its head-waters, 10 or 12 leagues from Diamantino, to 
. move nearer to the town, where they occasionally come to trade, 
chiefly in the sale of sieves, whence they are now more commotily 
known as “ Penneireires.” A day's journey below the Sumidoro, 
one is in the country of hostile fadias the ‘Tapanhonas and Nam- 
biguaras, who frequent both banks of the river, but chiefly the 
night bank These Indians have frequently attacked passing 
canoes, and seem to reject all attempts at intercourse, Senhor 
Benedicto Franga, a gentleman I met at Diamantino, and who 
gave me much information respecting these rivera, told me that on 
one of his rorages down he left looking-glasses, knives, &c., at 
most of the places of resort of these Titian on his return some 
months later, at one of these places the Indians beckoned to him, 


and when he got close began to shoot at him; at other places he 
found the examined the things he left, but carried nothing 


away. Here the river widens, and the reaches are much longer, 
and vary less from the general direction. Hereabouts, too, the 
bacava and inaji palms begin to appear : me Up one sees 
only the pindorval and buriti; from groups of the- latter palm, 
towards evening, the blue and yellow macaws flew out as thick as 
rooks around a rookery. The maté-plant was pointed out to me on 
this upper part of the river, but it isa plant 1 am not acquainted 
with ayeckh 


About lat, 11° 30's, the river becomes rocky, and separates | 


into numerous channels, forming a labyrinth of islands, among 
which the currents and eddies are very strong, and there are 
several difficult rapids; all, however, ble down-stream with 
rowing. With short intervals of smooth water, the river continues 
of this ¢ ‘ter for many leagues. Near; ite the mouth of 
the Igarape Pary, Laaw: gorguiba® slong the Me nk: | 


hundred yards : years ago Senhor Benedicto washed several: 






that mark the diamond formation, but did not excavate deep 
enough to reac cascalhn, Llere one begins to see the aselii- 
palm and the large chesnut-tree which bears the Brazil-nuts; 
along coat these, too, commences what the boatmen well call the 
“ plague inns,’ a small fly but a great torment; when taking 
hantvisinne in the daytime, | have often been obliged to get some 


——— a Some 10 ae above the River de Peixes ther is 
a good deal of granite along the river, and many immense 

in the middle, some not covered cose Baa est floods: the 
ground, however, on each side is not hilly. Below, the river is 


* Gorgulha is a formation very commonly found overlying the cascalha, with 

g layer of earth between the two: it generally contains a great deal of broken. 

arts, and bat few diamonds, Near Diamantina, in Minas Geraes, it wae often 
worth washing: but near i, in Matte Grom, very rarely. 
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smooth and still, but seldom in one channel, owing to a succession 
of islands, most] large; one of them 5 or 6 ain long, and of — 
considerable width. | 
| The River de Peixes is the largest tributary of the Arinos, its 
mouth being fully 100 yards wide, and the Arinos at this point 
200 to 250 yards. ‘This river has never been explored; many — ! 
years ago, one Padre Lopes went a short distance up it in | 
poarch of the Martyrios, an El Dorado much believed in by Cuya- 
banos, though on very slight evidence ; but owing to attacks of 
Indians oa desertions of his slaves, he soon turned back. A 
or of rocks only a few yards wide rung across from the mouth 
of the River de Peixes to the left bank of the Arinos, though in 
several places completely broken through by the force of. the 
cutrent ; it was, however, now scarcely above water, so that one 
could see but little of its nature. There are sundry ridges of hills 
hereabouts, but only 300 or 400 feet high ; though, owing to the 
flatness of the country above, they had been in sight for many 
About halfway from the River de Peixes to the River Juruena, 
the river again becomes streamy, and there are two or three rapids; 
at the last of these, the only one on the Arinos at which ever up- 
‘stream canoes haye to unload, the river is ve wide and shallow ; 
but below narrows again to 350 yards or lee where clear of 
islands: the islands, however, are large, and for many miles at a 
time divide the river into two distinct channels, The Arinos falls 
into the Juruena with a width of 300 yards ; the latter being fully 
O00 yards wide, and the united river a little below not less than 
half a mile: but is so studded with small islands and divided by 
large ones, that hereabouts one can seldom see its whole width at 
once. The right bank is considered uninhabitable on account of 
the large ants (traquis), and Indians are never seen here, Some 
6 leagues below the mouth of the Arinos, the Juruena pisses over 
an immense undulating bed of granite, which often rises above 
water in smooth, shelving masses, here called * rea,’ and thus 
forms the heads of many islands: there are several rapids here, 
one very song anal intricate; but the rapids of the Juruena below 
being so much greater than those of the Arinos, these have no dis- 
tinctive names, and are scarcely even treated as caxociras,* In 
the woods here the most noticeable tree is the masaranduba 
(* milk-tree “— Wallace), a tree, I think, not found on the Arinos, 
or one could hardly fail to notice it, the withered leaves at this 
time being just 


the colour of young pomegranate-leaves: lower 








* On these rivers the term “ caxocira” is equivalent to “ rapid,” fall being — 
‘uvariably treated as “ salto ;"* adistinction not made in all parts of Hrazil, as on 
the river Sio Francisco cent falls of Paulo Affoogo, and many small rapids 








= ————— a _ 
> — 
~ : 


Rivers Arinos, Juruena, and Tapajos, 273 


down it was so numerous and so bare of leaves as to give the 
woods quite a wintry appearance. The seringeira—the Inidia- 
rubber tree—begins to show itself, but the trees are not of the size 
found below: also the embira-tree, the inner bark of which is used 
for ie to take the canoes through the rapids, 

Below the lages just mentioned, the river continues smooth and 
with no ron current till near the Apiacar villages, above which it 
is full of little islands and rocks, with many small rapids. The 
Apiacares are a small tribe, and the first one meets with that 
understand the Lingoa Geral: it is said that a larger portion of 
the tribe, not wishing to hold intercourse with the whites, broke 
off and settled “ the Rio 8. esecea pallette about half-a- 
dozen villages, all on the water-side, and generally showing a mood 
deal of re both in the positions and fa the eg the boll ta 
been cleared or left standing; the houses are very neatly walled, 
and thatched with phidosval-ldeice: but inside all is dark and 
dirty, and hammocks are hung from post to post in every possible 
direction. Neither men nor women wear any clothing whatever: 

hey besmear themselves with a mixture of uruct and palm-oil, 
which serves to colour them and to kill the “ pinus.” In appearance 
the men are very superior to the women, and some of the younger 
ones handsome; they wear their hair short. Around the houses 
are plantations of uruct, cotton, sugarcane, mandioca, bananas, 
corn, and sweet potatoes; the cultivation being at least as good as 
one sees anywhere in the interior of Brazil. Cotton they use onl 
for fishing-lines and for their hammocks: in one of the bac 
eAW a Sort of loom. The men occasionally work in canoes 

bund up-stream, but very seldom in those bound down, as they 
are lazy and dislike the hard work in the rapids. Salsa-parilha ig 
the only object of trade they have to sell, and they seem to have 
learnt its value; anything else may be bought for a few fishing- 


About 5 miles below these villages, at the mouth of the River 
Siio Joao de Barra, is the caxocira of the same name, the first of 
the great rapids and one of the worst. There are two channels 
separated by a small island: I went down the left channel, not 
more than 50 to 60 yards wide: the current runs 10 or 12 miles 
an hour, with great depth and high breakers. ‘The right channel is: 
beaded ler, but is considered worse 3 the where however, 
ecems to divide equally, passing as | rough a double gate 
way into a lang cai, tks haere one or so wide and 2to a 
toiles long. Al «argo is unloaded, and in high water up-stream 
canoes have also to be taken overland, Passio another caxovira 
less difficult, one reaches the Salto Augusto—the great fall, By 
keeping close in shore along the right bank, a canoe may — 
come within 60 or 70 wees Gr the fall; thence canoes and all 
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have to pass overland for about 650 yards, The rock is a sort of 
eee wi very level strata. The river has two channels: the 
fall on 


m the left is perhaps the higher, but the main body of water 
passes on the take wih cite of 100 yards, narrowing to 80 
yards or less below. ‘The immediate fall is about 30 feet, with a 
second smaller one 150 yards below ; and the river at this time 
being full, the rush of water from one to the other was very fine, 
This fall is considered the boundary of the provinces of Para and 
Matto Grosso, and to some extent it is a natural boundary: above, 
the fish are mostly seale-fish ; below, mostly skin-fish. ‘I'he woods 
also become more productive, and the Apiacares say they do not 
find salsa-parilha above the fall.* 

Between the Salto Augusto and the Salto de S. Simfo there are 
14 caxoeiras: of these, five at any rate when the river is full are 
easily passable without unloading; at the other nine, cargo has to 
be carried overland, oftener over than under 500 yards" distance, . 
This is partly precautionary, partly. to lighten the canoes, as in 
most of these rapids the matn-chanuel is impassable, and the 
canoes are taken down side channels, with two or three men on 
board to keep the boat off the rocks with punt-poles, and the rest 
of the crew on shore with ropes to bow and stern ; in this way 

four or five hours are often spent in passing a single caxoeira. 
The “ Misericordia,” though passable rowing in as many minutes, 
ig the most dangerous on the whole river, on account of 
the violent whirlpools which have sucked down canoe and all ocea- 
sionally. The river here makes a sudden bend in and out at 
right angles, narrowing at the same time from considerable width 
into a channel not 70 yards wide, closed in by beds of rock; the 





* Rapids and Falls of the Turwena, 
5. Jofo de Barra—Unload ; carry cargo 200 yards, 
8. Carlos.— Pass loaded. 
| Tose om ims Toad. 
focarisal.—Unload ; carry cargo 100 yards. 
As Fornas.—Unlood twice: 200 yards and 40 yard: 
“‘Baleal —Pass loaded, fap hn 
As Oadas.—A collection of small rapids among islands, Pass loaded. 
5. Lueas—Unload ; about 600 yards, 
Dobrardo,— Pass loaded. , 
S. Gabriel.—Puss loaded down side channel: main channel half a mile wide, 
and ehallow, with a fall of two or three feet. 
5. Rafsel—Unload; 450 yards, River divided into about a dozen small 
channels by parallel islands, 
5, Iria.—Unload; §00 yards. The gunrani-plant is foond wild near &, Iria In 
fome abundance, — , . 
Banco de 5. Ursola and Canal de Inferno.—Unload twice; 600 yards and 
8 hen The Haneo is almost a fall, | 
Misericordia.—Unload ; 200 yards. 
_ & Florencio.—Unload ; 500 yards. 
‘Balto de 8. Simo, 
Todos os Santos —Pass loaded, except in very low water, 
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depth here seems great, and the current varies continually, the 
back-stream sometimes running strongly in the very middle, 

8. Similo has a fall of about 6 feet, except in the middle of the 
Ser gear where the water has broken it down at ap 
rapid; the fall is preceded by a long rapid. and cargo has to be 
carried nearly half a mile. There is es good deal of a soft 
white sandstone, pieces of which are generally carried off to serve 
as grindstones: the fall, however, seems to pass over rock yery 
similar to that at the Salto Augusto, The difficulties of these 
caxociras may be estimated from. the fact of our occupying six 
days in travelling from §, Joao de Barra to below S. Simiio, a 
distance hardly over 60 miles; travelling down-stream, aml with 
no other cargo than provisions and personal baggage. Some 3 
miles below S. Simio 1s the Caxocira de Todos os Santos, the last 
of the caxoeiras of the Juruena, Just below this the River & 
Thomé (about 70 yards wide) enters on the right: on the left 
bank, opposite, is a small settlement of Mundrucia, who originally 
came here to work for two runaway slaves from Manaos; they a 
wore clothes, and understood Portuguese, 

The stretch of river from this to below the S. Manoel is known 
as the Rio Morto; but at this time there was still a slight current. 
Somewhere here, though I cannot say precisely where, but certain! 
above the S. Manoel, the river-water changes from the clear dar 
Sg of the Arinos and Juruena above into a dull blackish tint ; 
or which reagon the river from the S. Manoel down is known as 
the River Preto; even at Santarem no one speaks of it by any 
other name. Possibly the colour of the bottom here may cause an 
apeaioen change ; but below, the water is dark even over rock or 
white sand’; a dull black, however, quite different from what Mr, 
Wallace describes on the River Necro 





The 5, Manoel is 500 or 600 yards wide at its mouth, but 


seems wider a mile or two up; a little above the Juruena is half 
a mile wide, but at the point of junction is narrowed by an island, 
In most maps the S. Manoel is called River de Tres Barras, a 
name that seems founded on a mistake, I believe that the river 
has but one mouth; I travelled a goal many leagues above and 
below, in broad daylight, and saw but one. Our pilot and others, 
who have made the voyage up and down more than 30 times, said 


1 knew but of one; and the same was told me by a small party 
of India-rubber makers—the first we met with—in sight of the 
mua 





th. There is a large igarapé, called the Agoa- that 

falls into the Tapajos marie ae iol this, however, they assured 

me had no connexion with the § Manoel, and there are ridges of 

hill between that make it unlike y- They-had been up the igarapé 

five days’ journey and two more by land to the Mundruci village 

on the Campinas, whence they brought sie aa The 8, 
T 
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Manoel is a larger river than it appears in any map 1 have seen, 
and I believe comes from farther south. Formerly it was navi- 
gated by Cuyabanos, but afterwards abandoned for the Arinos and 
Jive. the Indians on it being more hostile, and the caxociras 
worse, and consequently the navigation, though more direct, more 
diffeult. Canoes then used to start eight days’ journey from 
Cuyaba, which certainly would not give more than 2° difference of 
latitude, and therefore put the S. Manoel as navigable in lat. 

13° 30's. A fazendeiro also told me that in 1858 he started with | 
others from the neighbourhood of Diamantino—say 14° 30° s,—to | 
hunt up stray cattle, and in seven days’ leisurely travelling they 
Geaclind the 5S. Manoel, there 180 yards wide, but not more than 
breast-deep. What other information I could obtain seems also to 

place the sources of the 8. Manoel about 13° 80’ s. 

- Here one seemed to pass from the dry season of the south inte 

the Pari weather, and for many days I was unable to get a single ; 
observation; the night and morning being cloudy, and the afternoon a | 


succession of thunder-storms with strong winds and occasional squalls ‘ 
from north by north-east. Some 4 leagues below theS, Manoe , the j 
river becomes rocky and streamy at a place known as Pesqueiro . 
«tm the abundance of fish), but only for a short distance ; below, } 


or about a dozen leagues it is very calm and still, a ing as a 
succession of ken On the left, low ridges of hill an along 
water, with here and there cliffs almost hidden by the wood. The 
shallow of Capoeiras, about 7 miles long, was now only perceptible 
from its faster current ; but in low water, and with up-stream loaded 
canoes, is very troublesome. A little below is the Chacorio, 
another shallow, 4 or 5 miles long: in the lower part of this, the 
river is 14 miles wide, and one has to cross nearly straight from 
the right to the left bank; there are small rapids here, full of 
large stones and lumps of rock. At the foot of the Chacorio, on 
the left bank, is a village of Mundrucis, whose country extends 
from the $. Manoel to near the Amazon on the east of the Tapajos, 
though most of their villages along the river are on the left bank. 
They are the most powerful and warlike tribe of all these serto®s, 
and at the same time the most honest and faithful, and very 
friendly towards white people, They extend a sort of protection 
over weak tribes of Indios mansos, and carry on perpetual war 
with Indios bravos; none, however, dare to invade their country. 
On their expeditions they carry off the children of their enemics, 
whom they bring up and marry with their own people, thus 
materially mereasing their own tribe: those who resist or try to 
escape, they kill. ai one of their houses here I saw the head 
of a boy, of about 12 .years old, who had been killed a short 
time previously ; for it is the custom to carry aff the heads and 
dress them up with paint and feathers, The Mundructs are said 
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to indulge in cannibalism occasionally: this T have been assured 
by several persons well acquainted with the villages in the interior, 
The men wear their hair short, and all the fore-part of the head 
nearly bare; the face blackened all over, and the whole body 
tattooed in a check-pattern of black stripes. The women are better 
poring than the Apiacar women—no great praise. Neither sex 
wear clothing of any kind, The people here trade in salsa, and 
sell provisions to the parties of India-rubber makers, They fish 
chiefly with bow and arrow, and set little store by fishing-hooks, 

The river below the Chacorio is smooth and wide, and generally 
in one channel; with very little current and long reaches—one fully 
15 miles, due east by compass: indeed all this part is remarkably 
straight, and with very slight deviations from its general direction. 
Here we passed several parties of India-rubber makers; and in 
September, when the sand-banks are uncovered, a good many 
canoes come up for turtle and turtles’ eggs. A little above the 
River das Tropas, considered the lengust tolubeny after the Arinos 
and 8, aac the river passes through straits only 350 yards 
wide, but widens again directly, A few miles below we passed 
some small lages of a coarse red granite, and below this a1 
long reach, 15 or 20 miles, north-east. In this and between it 
and the River Creporé are two shallows, but now with plenty of 
Water. 

The River Creporé enters on -the right with a width of about 70 
yards: it is one of the various streams leading te the Mundruects 
vil ou.the Campinas, the higher country dividing the Tapaj 
and .ingu or Xuiga waters, and said to be of exactly the same sos 
scription as the campos of the south. I suppose, therefore, that in 
this latitude the virgin wood extends only a certain distance from the 
river: 3 or 4 miles below the River Creporé, on the left bank, is 
the Hill of Cataquara, several hundred feet high, of red calcareous 
rock here and there breaking into cliffs, and said to be cavernous, 
At the shallow of Mangabal Grande, 8 or 10 miles long, the whole 
river-bed is granite, with many smooth lages above water, and 
numerous small islands: the width varies here 
the steering is very difficult on account of the shallow water, but 
the rock being all smooth there is no risk. The hills on each side 
are of some cig and here and there the hill-tops are open 
campo, A little below the Mangabal are two or three Mundrurtis 
villages on the left bank, and the last on that side, as the Maué 
counts begins soon below. There is still for many miles a 
deal of granite in the river, but in large lumps risin out of decy 
water. Some 6 or § miles below, the river ecems barrec by a 
serra, in front, and makes a bend in and out at et ee for 
about its own width ; just in the bend is the island Montanha, a 
bill about 200 feet high, and the only island of any height in the 








from 1 to 2 «miles ;~ 
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‘whole river. “Below this, on the left bank; are the houses of several 


Manués, who have broken off from their tribe, and settled as farmers 
on the river-bank ; the villages are all in the interior. The Maués 
are the best-looking Indians I have seen, and by far the lightest 
in complexion. The traders say they are a very clever but a false 
and dishonest set of Indians; I should remark that among the 
Parexis, Apiacares, and Mundructs, I have seen nothing of that 
tendency to pilfering which is such an annoyance to any one travel- 
ling among North merican Indians. Below are the Feixos, where 
ridges on each side narrow the river to a short 180 yards; and 
below this, in the time of the Pari revolution, there was a good- 
sized settlement of the rebels, but no trace of it now remains 
__ AAs it approaches the lower rapids the river becomes very streamy 
and splits into a good many channels, There are four of these 
caxoeiras ; the two first, the Apué and Cuata, are the most tiresome, 
as the cargo has to be carried overland nearly half-a-mile at each: 
the canoes pass down narrow, rocky side-channels, in which ours 
received a good deal of damage. Qn an island in the Cuata there 
as been some little gold-mining, and diamonds also are said to 
have been found. I picked up several “ cattivos" and “ cabroxos," 
the chief pebbles that mark the diamond formation, Maranhio 
Grande, the third caxoeira, is a good deal like that of S Jojo de 


_ Barra, and is considered one of the most dangerous on the whole 


river, Maranhio-sinho, the last of these rapids, all of which are 
close together, is passable without much difficulty, having great 
depth and very little wave, but strong eddies. ~ These rapids, 
barring the free navigation of the een have been a limit to white 
settlers, whose houses begin almost within sight of them. Some 6 
learues below, on the left bank, is Itaituba, the first town and the 
chief port of trade with Cuyabanos; before the Paraguay was 
opened to Brazilians, there was a good deal of trade for salt ane 
iron, several monso#s (fleets of 10 or 15 canoes coming down 
every year. ‘These monso@s were mostly of ulsis, the canoes made 


Of a single trunk, which carry more cargo than igarftés, but are 


heavier and less manageable: people call six months a fair uip- 
stream voyage for a monsfio, and 50 days for an igarité, though 


_ the voyage has been made in 50 days.” The best season for the 
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up-voyage is a matter of much difference of opinion. Now there 
is no trade except for guarand, for which some half-dozen igarités 
start from above about November, as the new guarand is ready in 
January, and arrive again about the end of April. In the province 
of Matto Grosso ruarand has become as much a necessary of life 
as coffée in the Enst, and in the greater part of Brazil; the price at 
Itaituba was 1 mil-reis a Ib.; but owing to the difficulties of the 
oyage, a good deal gets broken or spoilt, and 7 or 8 mil-reis a Ib, 
uncommon price in Cuyalsi. | 
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As the river from Itaituba down is probably well known, it is 
not worth saying mach: below Aveiro it widens exceedingly, being 
not less than § miles, and in parts, perhaps, 10 or 12 miles from 
bank to bank, till near Santarem, where it narrows again. There 
was no perceptible stream here, though the river was still high; 
and as there is generally a Strong up-stream-wind all day, the 
smacks that navigate this part of the river often make their up- 
voyage in as many days as they spend weeks in coming down, 

‘he distances by water may be about the following : 











| Engl Enatish 
Porto Velho sw x. =| - | Brought forward... | 625 ; 
Mouth of River Samidora.. a0 | River 5. Thoméd to che 6. : 
Pas neers 120 ) & Manoel ..0 22 ue 02! i 
Head of rapids of iver Arinos | 100 | First Mondruedi village .. a0 
Moath of River Arinos «. .. | 190 | Mouthof River Creporé .. | 100 
Salte ge ord =e oe re ot | 140 Caxoviro de Apué - # 120 5 
Mouth of River &.Thomd .. eS | Imituha .. .. oe 25 io 
—— 1 Sanam 170 . 
Carry forward .. as | G25 | ——e 
| | Total .. 1200 
The Tapajos and its tributaries are not considered to possess 
either great abundance or great variety of fish: the following are 
those we caught. Above the Salto Augusto—the matrinchiio, : 
scale-fish; much like a roach in appearance, but cuts pink, and 
tinates like a sea-trout ; seldom over 7 Lhe. Robafo—scale-fish ; 7; 
looks much like a barbel, but without feelers, and has a slight 


ti of copper-colour ; largest I saw 15 Ibs., said to run up to— 
20 Ibs. The small alligator and the cagado or snall curtis ana 
very numerous here. I have been told that when the Arinos is 
low, the anaconda (sucuri or athe Re often seen among the 
stones of the rapids; we saw none. Below the Salto—pescada, 
 dog-fish, piranha—seale-fish ; my first two, bright silvery fish, and 
uent sharp waters, not found in many places; pescada, hog 
forked, peldodt passes 6 Ibs. ; dog-fish vind to 10 or 12 Ibe. obs 
much like a grilse, but with finer scales and good holders, whenes 
its name; iranha, a small fish, shaped like a tench, but silvery, 
goes in schools, very voracious ; in wry, oe it one makes plenty 
of splash. On some of the rivers of Maranham it 1 unsafe to 
bathe, on account of the piranhas, anges fix on a person as 
herrings are said to do. Skin-fish—jiu, jundia, pirarara, pirahivas 
(the piraructi is only found low down on the Tapajos: we never 
caught one). "These fish are all shaped a good deal ke a codfish, 
larce-headed, round-backed, and flat-bellied ; they all have long 
feelers, eyes exceedingly small, and placed quite in the top of the 
head; teeth also quite small, The piu is the shortest and stoutest 
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built; back of a mottled green, with dark spots. The pirarara ts 
longer and leaner; the white of the rey extends halfway up the 


side into a streak of yellow, ending in a dull red towards ‘the tail, 
The pirahiva is the best built, having rather a mackerel tail: this 
fish is said to grow to G0 lbs. ; largest I saw, 32 Ihe. Below S, 
Thomé the large turtle is abundant: the large alligator is found, 
bat rare ;.I saw none till below Itaituba. Otters one sees more 
‘fe on the pe gat : pt re 
fie tapirs abound along these rivers, especially along the 
Arinos : wild pigs also ; those on the Juruena are fonts “ Gackes 
atlos,” and show fight. Oneas, deer, and the game found in other 
of Brazil, are, the Indians say no doubt truly, found here ; 
mut I did not happen to see them, he jact, mutum, and cabeca- 
stea are the chief birds.of game ; ducks one sees now and then, 
but not in great numbers, On the Arinos and Tapajos the blue 
and yellow macaw abounds : along the Juruena, the blue and 
crimson macaw, I have never seen the two kinds together. 
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XIX.— Narrative of a Journey through the Interior of Japan, 
Jrom Nagasaki to Yeddo, in 1861. By Sir Ruryerronn 
ALCOCK, K.C.B., ¥.E.G.8, 

Read, Tune 16, 1869, 
A PAPER was read in this Society last season, giving some account 
of a jour in the interior of Japan, which was undertaken for the 
ascent of t 1¢ mountain of Fusiyama, and with the further ww WO 
of visiting the sul hur-springs of Atami. I had intended ving 
an equally detailed narrative of the incidents and principal objects 
of general and scientific interest which came under my notice during 

@ much more extended exploration of the interior of the country, in 

Seureey I undertook last year, about this time, from N usali to 
eddo, across the island of Kiusiu, through the inland sea to Hiogo 

and © the great commercial emporium of the empire, and 

thence overland to Yeddo, the capital of the Tycoon, I have un- 
fortunately, however, arrived in England much too late in the 
season to give effect fe now ; and I owe, indeed, to the 
obliging courtesy of the President and Council the opportunity 
of presenting to the Society even the very brief and imperfect 
sketch for which I must now beg the indulgence of all who are 


willing to listen to it, Fortunately m my previous paper I 


‘Gave such details of the general features of the country—the 


usual incidents of travel in Japan, and the social state and 
physical geography of the districts then traversed—that to those 
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who were present, or who Tay since have-read it in the ‘'Transac- _ - 
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tions” of the Society, any repetition of such details would be super- 
floous, and they will be prepared, without further preface, to take 
pe in the motley caravan which formed my cortége on the 
Ist of June last year, and start at once from the semi-Dutch colony 
of Decima, in the bay of Nagasaki. It was such a morning as we 
have frequently in this pleasant climate of England, even in June! 
It beges with a chilling drizzle, which soon deepened into a hea 
drenching rain. The wet season of Japan had, in fact, commenced, 
beginning as it does with tolerable regularity about the end of 

May, and extending into July. When it does not rain, in this 
season, the sun shines out with scorching power. I had thus a 
pleasant prospect before me of a thirty days’ journey on horseback, 
ester under a drenching Sa oa fh gil sien sun; for, although Ja 

4 no pretensions geographically to a place in the tropics, during 

ie pean eee: ‘ certs slates freaks rauk with the best of 
the Spice Islands, both by its luxuriant vegetation and the power of 
the ay and this so effectively and perseveringly, that no traveller 
will feel disposed to contest the point. Were any evidence wanted, 
Japan would furnish another conclusive example that latitude only 
forms one element in the determining causes of heat and cold and 
of climate generally. In this little group of islands at the other side 
of the globe, often compared to Great Britain and Ireland from 
their size, distribution, and geographical position, the northern 
island of Yeso, in which our consular port of Hakodadi is.situated, 
has a Siberian winter, where the inhabitants are snowed up several 
fect deep for many months; while at the capital of Yeddo, corre- 

ponding to Lond on, in the larger island, south, snow never lies 
a aday or two, and during October, November, and December, 
and often January, there is only an Italian winter in the most 
favoured portions of that favoured land. A bright sun, a clear 
atmosphere, and sky of the purest blue, without a fleck or a cloud, 
sometimes for weeks together, are all to be counted upon. The 
trees put on their richest tints of every shade and hue, from the 
deep green of the camellia to the bright scarlet of the maple and 
the russet brown of the beech: these intermi a with a hundred 
varieties of peserecit flowering shrubs, and forest-trees, of which 
the evergreen oak is one of the noblest as well as the most common, 
Nature Ris indeed laviehed ber wealth on the soil and vegetation— 
on all the physical features.of Japan—and given an Italian sky 
and temperature with an eastern sun to enhance the beauty of all 
her other gifts. Unfortunately she seems to have exhausted her 
generosity when she made this terrestrial garden, and to have for- 
gotten the children that were to live in it—some to till the ground 
and others to govern it—for one is often tempted to quote Byron's 
line descriptive of another Eastern land, where all, “save the spirit 
of man, is divine.” But in our impatience.at a perpetual menace 
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thought for the past or a care for the future. 
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of violence, which all of Western race must live under for many 
“Jong years to come, I fear, we are apt to do injustice to the great 
virtues of the mass of the population, They not only are the — 
most patient, untiring, and successful cultivators of the soil, but 
they are also a frugal, contented, and good-humoured race— — 
docile and long-suffermg, and to all appearance the easiest to 
govern and make happy of any it has been my fate to live among, 
he are, with all this, among the most ingenious and ware fe 
of Easte lieve, 1 





f Eastern races in all industrial pursuits; and I firmly be 
ag P d fair play, could bold their own against either birmingham — 
or Manchester, Paris or Lyons, in many of the manufactures for — 
which these centres of trade are noted. 4 
As regards our relations and commercial interchange of products 
with the nation, however, all this is to a great degree neutralized — 
and counterbalanced by one element in their institutions, and that 
is FEUDALISM. ‘The iron hand of a proud, astute, and relentless 
class of feudal chiefs weighs heavily upon all the energies of the — 
pen le. Proprietors of all the soil, exercising feudal sway with 
feudal privileges of life and death over all below them as their born — 
thralls and pulses they leave to the cultivators no more than is 
sufficient for a bare subsistence, and reduce the life of the mass to 
a mere animal existence. What Great Britain and France were in 
the times of the Crusades—what Yoneie was in the palmy days of — 
its power, under a jealous and ruthless oligarchy, with its phantom 
“sceptre in the bibs of a powerless doge, ane and ey a : 
secret Council of Ten—Japan now is, in all that concerns its priv” 
lewed classes, its feudal nobles and their armed retainers, all ready 
to do battle, and to kill or be killed, with equal promptitude at the” 
beck and call of their chiefs. ‘These are the classes that consume) 
all the surplus wealth and produce of the soil. To maintain these” 
idle and dangerous classes in their haughty privileges and unap- 
proachable superiority, gome thirty millions of the most industrious © 
race on earth, perhaps, toil and spin, dig and delve, in the fairest” 
land of the East. And for the last three hundred years, ever since” 


= 
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the expulsion of the foreigners and the destruction of every tracd 
of the foreign imported Christianity under Taico Sama and his” 
usurping and still more implacable successor Gongen Sama (the 
two most revered and glorified Tycoons of their history), this state 
of things scems to have been steadily maintained, and what is per 
haps still more remarkable, maintained without civil feuds between 
the Daimios, insurrection against the sovereign executive vested In 
the Tycoons, or murmur among the oppressed masees, which, though 
politically dead, are yet like the or inhabitants of a vast an hill, 
ever in movement, ever toiling, and seemingly within the limited” 
Tange of a very material civilization, ever enjoying life, without a” 
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a people, enterprising in all that lies within their field of exertion 
or vision, careless of life, proud of their nationality, with a warlike 
and belligerent*class to head them, if once there were aecry to arms 
or revolt, who can say what a day or a year might bring forth, now 
that a new element 18 being infused into their national life? 

[ believe we have here the key to all our difficulties, the true 
source of all our dangers, in dealing with this people and their 
rulers, and the solution of any problem the policy of the latter may 
present, in first making treaties with the great Powers of the West, 


and then exhausting every device, from chicanery and subterfuge, . 


to menace and massacre, in order to retard or prevent their due 
execution. They feel that their country is volcanic in a moral as 
well as a physical sense; and as we never lie down to sleep in 


Yeddo without a consciousness that our waking may be in the © 


midst of some Di teen cataclysm which may involve every one in 
a common ruin—the earth yawning beneath our feet, and houses 
falling over our heada—a catastrophe that has befallen the capital 
and other cities many times already in their history; so do the 
Daimios feel that they are sleeping in the midst of perpetua 
danger—that their power is being undermined, and the foreigner 
holds: the match that may at any moment be applied to their 
destruction. They are led to this conclusion by a sort of national 
Instinct, shared with all their armed retainers and most of the 
officers and privileged adherents to the existing government, and 
alzo by the light of such reason and intelligence as ts possess, 
further helped by certain gleanings, gathered through the Dutch, 
of European nations and their history. And they fear and hate us 
with all the implacable hostility of which we can fancy a Gaston de 
Fox or a Hotspur capable when threatened with an uprising of the 
burghers and peasants, or a Jacquerie, Can we wonder at it? 
Is it not, on the contrary, at oes mere and inevitable? As I 
said in my last paper, the infiltration of Eure ideas, principles, 
anid sitive of eins as well as habits of thought; anh aie felt 
to be antagonistic to the existing order of things, and subversive of 
all that has been and is, point to a consummation, sooner or later, 
which is not, in their opinion, desirable, and, so far as in them lies, 
they will oppose it, and some to the death, if need be. “ Better 
die with the sword in our hands,” exclaimed the Prince of Kang 
one of the most puissant of the Daimios, in a great Coane 
the first treaty was under discussion—* better die fighting than 
Perhaps it had been better if such had been the unanimous voice 
of his class; for then, E think, it may safely be affirmed there never 
would have been (in our day, that is) a treaty for establizhing 
itieal and commercial relations with a country so ill-prepared, 
kee political institutions and the character of their ruling 
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classes, for any amicable relations with Western Powers. (Certain 
it is the first treaty would not in that case have been made by our 
friends on the other side of the Atlantic, since recourse to actual 
violence to extort a commercial treaty was not more Tepngnaas to 
their avowed principles of policy than to their habitual course in 
the East, But this is not the place, were there more time, to 
discuss the policy or the justice of European Powers forcing them- 
selves, their commerce, and their relations upon a people who 
ire to maintain their isolation—who possess everything within 
their own limits which they wish for, and must first learn new wants 
before we can find anything to supply. I have only thus hastily 
atid slightly touched upon the whole mabject, because it will explain 
why I undertook a atiguing, and as the Government, through 
. their officials, assured me (apparently, it would seem, with some 
reason), a dangerous journey. .As to the danger, I had lived so 
long under a igcnaned menace of assassination from those inimical 
to all foreign relations, that it did not seem to me worthy of much 
thought. Any representation the officials had to make was like a 
twice-told tale which no one is expected to believe, After carrying 
one’s life in one’s hand, as it were, from day to.day,.a time comes 
when all thought about it not only-becomes wearisome, but must 
be dismissed, or daily existence would itself become intolerable. 
_Japan, as I once wrote to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, was not a country | could recommend just at 
present for a nervous man. Fires every night destroying whole 
streets or quarters of a vast city; earthquakes in every week, with 
an aggravating uncertainty as to the time of occurrence, the dura-. 
tion, or the extent of the shocks—a perpetual threat, every now and 
then enforced .by an.assassination or an attempt at a more general 
massacre of foreigners, and occasionally of their own ministers, if 
supposed to be favourable to foreign relations—being the general 
conditions of life in Yeddo. And | may be allowed to eay they are 
not the pleazantest in the world, nor altogether satisfactory in any 
respect. Such as they were, however, | had to make the best of them, 
not only for myself but for others, The time was approaching for the 
opening of new bor for commerce and the residence of foreigners, 
more especially Hiogo and Osaca on the inland sea of Suonada— 
ports which the Government of the Tycoon were evincing the most 
anxious.desire to defer the opening of ; and it was very essential 
that I should, in the exercise of a treaty right, as the British 
Minister, to travel freely through .the empire, have personal 
means of observation. lt Was necessary that I should satisfy | 
myself, not only as to the real value of these orts, but of the — 
state of feelmg of the people there and theouaclnetk the country 
se well as the actual relations existing between the — 
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1 , for these were data which constituted the very ele- 
ments o ‘any sound judgment as to the policy or expediency of 
the only two courses open to Western Powers—namely, either to 
insist on the full execution of the treaties in all their stipulations, 
regardless of any consequences to the Government of the country— 
or, in other words, disreg ling and disbelieving all their predic- 
tions of disaster and revolution as the inevitable result; : or secondly, 
with ¢ or without certain conditions or equivalents, to accede to t 5 
proposal of the ‘Tycoon and his eouned of Ministers to defer the 
ste of the Deion inks ports and two cities for a definite 
period of five years. I to give an see on this important 
question : and, before giving it, I was determined to seek the 
means of forming it on data collected in a larger and freer field 
than the capital afforded, and by my own personal observation, 
sinee I could place implicit trust in nothing that came from Japanese 
sources, Satisfied this was the right course to follow, I made 
my arrangements in accord with my excellent colleague, M. de 
Wit, the Dutch Consul-General, who also desired, following the 
track of his predecessors the Dutch Commissioners from ancient 
times, to make the journey from Nagasaki to Yeddo- overland, 
And on the Ist of Jone, nothing heeding the persistent remonstrances 
of the Governor of | Nagasaki against the imprudence of our ven- 
turing on the highways beset by Lonins and enemies to the peace 
(a8 he had by especial desire ascertained), nor even the lachrymose 
state of the weather, which, however, Was more sensibly felt, our 


cavalcade of some or sixt ns the journey. Th 
fifty i seit began the journey. ‘They 










of our own px Europeans, an escort fa 
es ae cates soil bocvkstes veh ba wa i, I 
porters, the inevitable i lmenta 


mons, and | 
of Tong parney in Japan. Japan, t threaded our ef igh 
the stone-paved but sloppy stich of Nagasaki, and gained 
high road. The route lies across the north-western angle of the 
southern island of Kiusiu, to the fortified town of Kokura, at the 
entrance of the sea of Suonada, stretching for miles between the 
mainland of Niphon (the name the Japanese ado nd when speaking 
of the empire) and the island of Sikopf. This part of the 
Journey occupied nine days, travelling at rn a of 8 re, or 
mething less than twenty-four miles each day. During this 
part the journey M. de Wit and siyeel tied been persuaded 
to trust to the cattle we should find on the way as post-horses 
—a mistake no one will ever make twice. Whether tt was the 
malice or idleness of our officials, or that only the most wretched 
beasts could be found for hire, may admit of some doubt. [ am 
inclined to think, however, there was a little of both. The officials 
were not grieved —they would not have been Japanese if they had 
been—to see foreigners of rank cut the sorry figures we all did 
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on the backs of tia animals reminding one of Bulwer's 
description of a Welsh pony, “a little blind, lame of one leg, and 
broken-winded, but an exemplary ambler withal.” Only they bad 
not even this virtue, and certainly every vice common to the equine 
race. ‘This was our one great misery, and I confess to have chafed 
under it, remembering that I had left a good horse behind me, 
under bad advice. As for the weather, it rained most days, more 
or less; and the mountain-roads, especially down in the valleys, 


_ became at times all but impassable. But not even these untoward 


conditions, serious as they were, could rob the country of its pic- 
turesque features of continually alternating hill and dale, mountain 
and valley; the former often terraced to the very summit, though 
the sterile sandstone might constantly be seen cropping up, as if 
protesting against the continued miracle of patient husbandry. 
which could draw verdure and food from such a soil. Indeed so 
constant is this sandstone formation, that the fields below seemed 
with sand washed down from the adjoining hills: rivers of whie 

‘it might be said with truth that they were chiefly remarkable for 
the Ba of water. Tu a00) miles, all the way to Yeddo, we 
only came upon two rivers navigable for boats, and one alone for 


j that on the banks of which Osaca is situated. Yet by dint 


of patient toil and incessant irrigation even Kiusiu, which in most 
countries would be a desert, is made a fruitful land. The wheat- 
in the wet season indeed—the Japanese farmer manages to cut - 
and house his corn, is a problem I have never been able to solve, 
They do not pile it up in sheaves as we do on the ground, but hang 
the sheaves on horizontal pegs fixed to stakes scattered over the 
fields for that purpose, he rice-harvest is in November, and, 
fortunately, nasi bacienee circumstances, as rice is the great staple 
of food, and a bad harvest of this cereal is a national calamity : 
whereas wheat is grown in much smaller quantity, and is rather a 
luxury than a necessity, It is chiefly used for Tule cakes, or ag 
vermicelli, and mingled with beans in a sort of soft dough. - 
In June, green plots of the brightest hue indicate where the 
seed-rice is sown, and the transplanting process was in many places 
going on, while in others the peasant, with a light ploughshare, 
sometimes with a harrow, and a bullock or a pony, was busily 
engaged breaking a the ground in preparation, and with the 
water let in, was to all appearance reducing the soil to a state of 


Tiquid mud and manure. | e 
The Aram, a sort of lotus-plant, with an edible root, the sweet 
eto, bearded wheat, and a bean, from which they make the 
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st soy in the Kast, furnished the chief crops, .A few patches of — 
i of tobacco, and, — 














harvest was in progress, but how in the midst of so much rain— *_ 
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more rarely, a few poppies here and there appeared. The variety 
of timber and foliage is great. The pines and the vegetable wax- 
tree preponderate perhaps, but these are everywhere intermingled 
with the Cryptomeria Japonica, the bamboo, and the palm-tree, 
thus blending the vegetation of the temperate and tropic zones in a 
way I have never observed elsewhere, ‘The hedge-rows are mainly 
composed of evergreens, the Yew, the Camellia, and the Gardenia, 
growing wild. They are generally kept carefully clipped ; and 
from the Japanese there is little doubt the Dutch borrowed and 
introduced into Europe the fashion of clipped trees and hedges, 
whieh go to this day by the name of Dutch gardens. 1 do not 
know whether Macadam went to Japan for the idea of his macada- 
mized roads, or our American cousins for their knickerbockers, but 

I can confidently affirm all these things were old in Japan three 
* hundred years ago. | 

On the third day at Urisino in the morning, and Takiwo in me 
evening, we found hot sulphur-springs, in much request among the 
natives for bathing, T aig eg we rei Fh mid-day, was 
open to the street, with a mat-roof only to keep off the sum As 
we approached, an elderly dame stepped out on to the m rin, 
leaving half-a-dozen of the other sex behind to continue their 
bathing. ‘The freedom of the matron from all self-consciousness or 
embarrassment was so perfect, that the charitable exclamation of 
John Huss, as he saw a pious old woman hastening to bring a 
fazgot to his stake, seemed perfectly a plicable—“ O Sancta Sim- 
plicitas!"—O. sainted simplicity, and happy matron! with no fear 
of a censorious world, vexed by no arbitrary code of conventional 
proprieties, and feeling no shame in the absence of covering. She 
washed and 





washed and was clean, and with the consciousness alone that a 
es been fulfilled, she evidently saw no reason why all the 
d to come 





world should not know, and see it too, if they 

During this journey through Kiusiu the richness and fertility of 
the land, so far as agricultural produce waz co presented a 
strange contrast with the obvious poverty of those who tilled the 
cround and lived upon it. Even in the large towns, though better 
me ss were to be sone in the villages or hamlets, there was 

ill no sign of commercial activity or, prosperity. I was; indeed, 
struck by the fact throughout heen journey, that only w 
trade existed was there any material evidence of activity or wealth. 

Of the exact conditions of the tenure of land I have no reliable 
information, though it-has been with me a constant subject of 
interest and inquiry. The rent exacted, according to different 
wecounts, varies from two to four fifths, Whatever may be the 
proportion, I think I saw conclusive evidence that nothing beyond 
the barest subsistence is left to the cultivator. Absolute destitution 
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in Japan seems rare, and the very beggars have rather a non- 
Gbalant and jovial air, as aia bo ing were rather an amuse- 
ment than a necessity ; but dcoumulated. wealth in the hands of the 
ying class would seem to be quite as rare. 
: the third day of our journey, when near Takiwa, we came 
upon some coal-mines of the Prince of Fizen's. They were close 
to the high road; but a bamboo fence and a couple of armed 
retainers behind it had been placed on the cross-road leading to it, 
evidently to prevent our intrusion. Disputing the right of an 
Daimio thus to restrict a Foreign Minister to the high road, | 
swung myself over the side and walked deliberately towards the 
coal-pit, amidst a huge clamour of the guard, soon reinforced by 
others. They endeavoured, indeed, to arrest my course by every 
means short of actual violence, and seemed more than once dis- 
posed to proceed to the last extremity. There was a treaty-right 
at stake, however, of no mean importance, and I did not feel at 
liberty to yield, so held on my way, followed at some distance by 
M. de Wit and my own people. The coals appeared of fair 
quality and bituminous, but exposed in heaps to the air, and liable 
to rapid deterioration. The mine itself was apparently worked in 
4 very primitive fashion by horizontal adita Mthe same difficulty 
occurred a few hours later, when I turned off the high road but a 
few steps to examine a fine embankment for a reservoir, thus 
proving that, a Cee a distinct treaty-stipulation of free 
right to travel, the Daimios did not scruple to ignore all right of a 
Foreign Minister to leave the high road, and take a step in their 
territories to the right or the left. The treaty is to them a dead 
letter, in this as in all other things, when opposed to their polities 
or their prejudices. _ 
_ Arrived at Kokura, the fortified capital of Bouzen, and one of 
the keys to the straits between the two islands of Kinsin and 
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ap we embarked for Simonosaki -on the opposite shore, where 
H.M.S. Hingdove was waiting to convey me to Hiogo at the other 


end of the Suonada Sea, Simonozaki is a long straggling town, 
winding along the bay for a mile or more under the hills, which 
= at seri 1000 feet above. It is only a depot - native 
produce and foreign goods; the first to be sent on to agasaki 
and other points; the other for distribution inland. 

I must not stop to dilate on the beauties of the inland sea. 
The scenery is ready very fine, though I think it has been some- 
what overrated by the few casual visitors. ‘This Sea of Suonada 
is studded over with islands; its shores are evidently voleanio ; 






and many perfect cones may be seen in the ranges of hills, though 
hone ap be a state of activity. The villages on the shores are 
but fishing-hamlets of the most miserable kind; the sea itself is, 


however, the highway of a great traffic. Admiral Hope, in the 
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two days occupied in traversing its length, had the junks passir 
him counted, ae they amounted to eis Be 1500. er 
On arriving at Hiogo we found Takimoto, a Governor of 
Foreign Affairs, waiting to receive M. de Wit and myself. He 
had been sent express by-his Government to arrest our farther 
gress overland, and induce us to complete the journey by ship. 
e ground alleged was danger to us personally ; but this failing 
in its effect, he was instructed to urge the importance to the 
Government, in a political point of view, of our abstaining from a 
visit to Miaco, the capital of the Mikado—a negotiation being 
nearly happily concluded for a marriage of conciliation between 
the Mikado’s sister and the young Tycoon—in which foreigners 
would be great gainers, After two long interviews I an 
colleague consented to waive our intention of visiting Miaco; but 
firmly refused to take ship, or otherwise change our course. ‘The 
rest of the journey was accomplished much more satisfactorily to 
ourselves, if not to our Japanese frienda ‘Two of my own horses 
having been despatched to meet me at Hiogo, I | them 
waiting my arrival fresh and in excellent condition. Hiogo 1 
er city 









town of some considerable size on the edge of the bay, an 
be considered to some extent the shipping-port of the larger 
and commercial capital of Japan, Osaca, which is situated in a 
valley some 50 miles distant. Through this valley a river runs, 
dividing into numerous branches and farther connected by a mul- 
tiplicity of canals. We proceeded there on the following day. 
rahe oe area and the signs of oa wealth and commer- 

l activity exceeded my expectations. Even a pe glance 
. sufficed satiny me that Osaca, not’ Yeddo, was e great 


centre of commerce in Japan; and that Osaca and Hiogo, m a 
commercial point of view, would be more valuable to us than all 
the other ports put together. We were nearly an hour in tra- 
versing the vast suburbs on horseback, before we seemed to gain 
the great thoroughfares filled to overflowing with an immense but 
very orderly crowd. ‘There was, indeed, much pushing and 
squeezing; and now and then a desperate raid on some luckless 
front rank was made by the police; and blows were furiously 
dealt on the shaven heads of the offenders. But the only weapon 
was a paper fan; and, although in their hands it proved a most. 
efficient instrument, it not only broke no bones, but had the 
additional advantage, over our policeman’s staff, of not even 
ruffling the temper. We came at last tothe main branch of the 
river, spanned by a substantial timber-bridge of 300 feet. Not 
a trace of hostile feeling was anywhere to be seen among the 
ag Here, as might be seen at a glance, was a vast popu- 
ion with whom trade is the chief occupation ; and at every step 
VOL. XXXIL U . 
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I saw evidences of the greatest activity. Piled up near the bridge 
were glazed tiles and pipes for drains, and large earthen jars for 
offins—the Japanese preferring to be buried as they sit, resting 
upon their heels. It seems to them, no doubt, more natural, and is 
decidedly more economical of space. Instead of the traditional 





six feet of earth, a Japaneze can be buried in three; while, if he 
is poor, his body is reduced to ashes, and a homeopathic allowance 


body is 1 
of earth suffices for his grave. ‘Che Japanese have some strange 
superstition about alder’ decree or ee Ke buried with their head 
to the north: my servant would on no account permit my bed to 
be laid down on the mats in a wrong direction ; and the better 
to avoid mistakes, in all the honjens, or hostelries, the points of 
the compass are distinctly marked on the ceiling of the principal 
apartment. I could not remain many days in Osaca; but long 
enough to perambulate it in all directions, and to pick up some 
interesting specimens of pottery very similar to Palissy and 
Majolica ware, and some good specimens of silk and tapestry for 
the Exhibition ; but for which I had to pay a high price compared 
with the rates in Yeddo. The sun was very powerful, and the 
second day we took boat, a sort of gondola, by the aid of which 
we traversed the whole city in various directions, and with the 
same facility as we might at Venice. We visited the theatre, and 
I am only sorry time will not permit me to give any description of 
the dramatic performance as an illustration of Japanese life: 
strangely enough I found, after my return to Yeddo, that I had 
pesually witnessed here a rehearsal, as it were, of the scene of 
violence and bloodshed in which I was so soon destined to bea. chief 
actor in the attack on the Legation, by a band. of armed ruftians, 
the second night after my arrival. Onl , the scene in the play was 
laid in a hostelrie on the road instead of the Legation. The play 
in Japan begins at ten in the morning, and goes on until six in 
the evening; the pit and some of the galleries are divided into 
boxes, into which family-parties distribute themselves, and. have 
their lunch and dinner brought to them while the piece is going 
on. The main staple of most of the pieces, I believe, is fighting ; 
and Lonins are often the heroes. This is interspersed with love- 
scenes, often of the grossest character; but on which, as I Mise 
, Saw, mothers and daughters—maidens and matrons—all. look 
with the greatest coolness and nonchalance: and fathers and 
husbands take them there. | merely mention the fact, for time 
will not permit me to draw any inferences, So of many other illus 
trations of character and incidents of our Journey, I cannot even 
attempt to narrate them, however briefly, at this Ba I will only 
Mention one curious circumstance which occurred on the fourth day 
after we left Qzaca; because it is more than usually characteristic, 
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and throws great light on the kind and extent of power exercized by 
the Daimios within their own territories, A deviation had been 
Made on the previous day from the pre-arranged programme of 
our halting-places for the night, under some futile pretest that 
there was no house of entertainment at Uieno fit for our reception. 
We slept, therefore, at a little town or village rather, a few miles 
short of it, and the next morning about ten o'clock, arriving at 
Uieno we found it a large town, the chief place of residence and 
eapital of a Daimio. As we advanced through the streets we 
found every house and thoroughfare hermetically closed—not a 
whisper was to be heard, nor a head to be seen. The side streets 
were all barricaded, and shut out of view by curtains spread on 
high poles. His own house, which we passed, was similarly masked 
by curtains. What did this extraordinary proceeding mean? 
even in the adjoining villages neither child nor woman was to be 
geen, Information from our officers was hopeless, A series of 
evasions and fabrications, each succeeding one more absurd than 
the other, was all that could be extracted from them. “It was, 
no doubt, an order of the Daimio Todo-idzu Minokami, Prince af 
Itse and Isan.; but perhaps it was only the act of his officers.” It 
might be a sign of profound respect—or it might also, as they were 
fain to confess when sorely pressed, be a mark of enmity. Such 
was the construction put upon it by our own servants, from whom 
the truth, so far as they knew it, was upon the whole more likely 
to be got. The mystery remains unsolved to this day. No similar 
reception awaited us elsewhere; but in ail places where a Daimio 
had his principal residence, I observed we were jealously barri- 
eaded out of all but the main streets through which we must pass 
nour ey epniagtcres was so pega er wegen rile 
assured it was for our protection, and a proof anxiety to 
prevent all danger, or our being molested Gyccrewds, Nothing in 
this world is more hopeless than to get the truth from a Japanese 
official. This system of jealous exclusion and the isolation of 
foreigners is a great evil, and we shall make no real progress until 
it ceases: but how this end is to be attained—and when we may 
hope to see any effective change—are questions full of difficulty, 
and which would carry us much too far if entered upon here. 
dating from the previous intercourse of the Portuguese and. 
Spaniards, and a time of internecine war attributed to foreigners 
and their religion, to be contended against. I remember as M. 
de Wit and | were riding on the Tocaido one day, far in advance 
of any of our escort and alone, —— turn ig ye oe 
came upon a large cortége, evidently the retainers of one of the 
Great Daimios. His importance fad indeed been as for 
U 
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everal miles by the newly-swept and sanded road, and the small 
heaps of sand at regular intervals, in testimony that all due pre 

ration had been made for a high personage. Seeing the head of 
the column advancing with spears and pennons, while the usual cry 
of Sh’tanirio!—Down on your kneea !—came from the leading file, 
we fell into single file, and drew to one’ side of the road so as to 
leave ample space. No sooner, however, was it observed that we 
spontaneously made this move, than I saw the officer at the head 


ssume & swaggering and blustering air, and gesticulate to the 
advance ¢ behind him to niece onte the whole road, so as to 
incommode us even at the extreme verge. And thus it ever is in 
the East: they who show willingness to yield and conciliate are 
in danger of being thrust into the kennel, and treated with con- 
tumely ; while to resist with such people, is to bring on certain 
bloodshed. We read in the old chronicles, that the immediate 
cause of the persecution of the Christians, the final expulsion of 
all foreigners, and the extermination of those who had any 
relations with them, was the refusal of a Portuguese bishop to 
render proper obeisance to a prince whom he met on his way to 
Yeddo. But it has never been noticed that the proper salutation 
any one of inferior rank in Japan, is to get out of a norimon 
or dismount if on horseback, and kneeling in the road to bend the 
head to the dust. We can hardly blame the Bishop for refusing 
this, or charge him with undue pride and haughtiness, though this 
has always bee the stereotyped censure, Precisely that same 
offence is repeated every day, now in our present relations, that a 
foreigner MISSES ft Japanese officer of any rank ; and hence, I 
doubt not, no small portion of the rancour and hostility of the 
ee classes, We are all so many Mordecais that will not 
end the knee to Haman, or to the high and mighty nobles of 
the land. And for this there is unfortunately no remedy, but in 
the abatement of the inflated pretensions of, the latter, What 
amount of courage and means of effective resistance to any 
European Power which might determine on the assertion of treaty- 
rights, they can command, is not probably very accurately estimated 
by those who are the readiest to bluster among the armed and 
rivileged classes, and provoke a collision, It is so much in their 
bit rashly to fling themselves upon an enemy. I was detained 
more than a month in Japan, when I had fixed a time for m 
departure, by an occurrence well illustrating this feature of their 
ieee si rr morning as Ando Tsusimano Kami, the 
Linister of Foreign Affairs, was proceeding to the palace not a 
hundred paces scarcely from his own alone: surrounded by his 
own retinue of officers and armed retainers, a shot was fired at 
him, wounding one of his servants ; and a party of only eight men 
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suddenly flung themselves, sword in hand, upon his norimon. 
Before any defence could be made he received a sword-thrust in 
the body and other wounds, ‘The assailants were all slain on the 
spot, except two, one of whom badly wounded was taken prisoner ; 
and the Ministers informed me that some of the attacking party, 
according to this man’s account, were survivors of the attack on 
the Legation after my return from this journey. With men so 
ready for re hae enterprises, and so reckless of life, the poli 

to be pursued by Western Powers in the interest of commerce and 
of civilization must needa be a grave and an embarrassing question, 
Merchants, as is natural, are eager and impatient for the removal 
of all barriers and limitations—anxious for the immediate opening 
of more ports; but without ' orca, Maou the probable 
cost or the price to be paid. What if this could only be carried 
out, or indeed attempted, at the price of a social and political 
revolution in the country, an outbreak of violence and slaughter 
on the part of the armed classes, and the overthrow of the existin, 
Government, with a subsequent state of chaos and chronic war 
such as now exists in China? Is there any Western Power with 
real interests at stake in the East, who would willin ly accept the 
responsibility of measures of coercion to be followed by even a 
probability of such results? And if any could be found, who 
would be the gainers? Not the merchants assuredly, nor com- 
merce—for, if it did not make all trade and residence in the 
ire impossible for half a century, it would at least put an end 
to ante frnithannetiant: and are this country to ie such a 
policy could be acceptable. Any further Eastern complication, 
war upon a well-disposed and unoffending population, could not 
fail to be unpopular to the last degree. And the Western Powers 
collectively | cabo to have arrived at the conclusion, that, bad 
as may be their prospects of rapidly overcoming the obstacles 
interposed by the ruling classes, there could be no advantage to 
commerce or civilization either, which would compensate—even if 
it could justify—the cost and the evils inseparable from a resort to 
force. And in the absence of this, merchants and statesmen alike 
must, I believe, learn to be content—take patience—and trust 
something to time and persevering efforts of a more peaceful 
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AX.— Journal of Two Expeditions to the West Coast of the 
Middle Island of New Zealand in the Year 1859, By Jounx 
Rocuront, Esq., of Nelson, Surveyor, 

Communicated by Sir W. C, Tnevenray, Bart., v.wa.s., &c, 
Vinst EXPepition. 

Is accordance with arrangements entered into with the Provincial 

Government of Nelson for the survey of the West Coast district of 

that province, I started in the month of February, 1859, and, accom 

panied by three European assistants, proceeded in a small sailing- 
vessel to Port Cooper. Arrived there, my first object was to 
secure the services of Maories, to act as guides and assist in the 

Operations of surveying, carrying provisions, de. ; but 1 was not 

able to induce a single native to join me, owing to their objection 

to explore country not then reget from their race by the 

Government, and also because they did not like to face the danger 

to be encountered in passing through the snow on the dividing 

ranges. I therefore determined to start on the journey, aided only 
three assistants (or “hands,” as they are termed in colonial 
phrase) that had accompanied me from Nelson, 

__ We proceeded first to sya and thence by a bridle-track to 

the stations of Mason and Taylor, This district ix intersected 

with lakes, and in the middle of March we passed between 

Lake Taylor and Lake Katrine. Following along the margin 

of the latter (almost impassable through swamp), we had the 

difficult operation of ascending, with a pack-horse, some 500 feet 
of precipitous incline, in order to overcome an obstacle in our 
road; and then we reached the margin of Lake Sumner, the 

course of which leads into the valley of the Upper Hurunui, a 

valley some 15 miles in length, and consisting of a wide shingle- 

bed, studded with numerous well-prassed islands and flats, and 
forming the base of a range which is clothed with a forest of black 
birch. As we ascended towards the saddle of the Hurunui, we 
found that the river-bed became very contracted and rou h; there 

Were no further signs of grass, and travelling became almost im- 

“gai At jain halen by scrambling up the sides of a water- 
ll, we reached the saddle, and found: it to be covered with nene 

and the short rushes invariably discovered at the enow-line. 
Whilst in this part I explored a hill to the northward, and dis- 


covered the source of the Tutai-kuri, which is a branch of the 


Abaura running into the Grey.* On this hill | experienced one of 


* The rivers Baller and Grey were explored some years back by Mr. Brunner, 
— = Rea Wis obras in the 26th volume of this een ae 

Air. Rochfort promises details of another survey, which be was about to 
undertake.—En, 
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those atmospheric effects only seen to perfection at great altitudes, 
when, in a terrific storm, the clouds mect and rebound, the ceaseless 

als of thunder become almost deafening, and the hail pelts down 
pitilessly on the exposed traveller. The hill was envelo in & 
dense fog, which continued until daylight, when the rising of the 
sun presented a glorious contrast to the terrors of the night. 

While at this elevation we suffered most cruelly from the 
attacks of innumerable rata; but, strange to say, although our 
canvas tents, clothes, and flour-bags, and other articles were 
greedily devoured, the rats would not touch the flour. | 

Crossing the saddle of the Huranui, which is about a mile wide, 
we began the western river descent. For a short distance we 
travelled easily down the bed of the river, but we soon found it 
impracticable, owing to the precipitous falls over which the river 
cascades, We therefore crossed a spur on the north side, and. 
going down a small creck we came to the river Taramakan, the 
course of which we followed for 3 miles through a gorge, seram- 
bling over the rocks and wading through the water with much 
difficulty, as we had to carry our supplies, which then weighed 
over 1200 Ibs. Birds are very searce m this part. ay 

Still following the course of the river, we found that aboot 14 
miles below the saddle the water is augmented to a great extent, 
by receiving the contents of another nver from the south (called 
by the natives Otira), and rendering the ‘l'aramakau difficult if 
not dangerous to ford. Much fine timber exists in this part of 
the country, and covers extensive flats which are available for 
agriculture. | 
While camped on this nig an-accident occurred which greatly 
delayed = eg ame and taxed our patience to the utmost, as 
we were “pushing on to unexplored and interesting land, 
One of my men accidentally shot himself in the arm, and it there- 
fore became necessary for us to retrace our steps with him, and 
secure for the patient that quiet and assistance not to be had in 
my own camp. Leaving our tent, &e., to the care of the elements, 
we wended our way over the inhospitable region of snow, moun- 
tains, floods, and cataracts, to Taylor's station, where we left the 
wounded man. Here we met with Mr. Mackay and his brother, 
just arrived from the Haikoras, and, on my undertaking to be 
their guide, they agreed to accompany me to my former camp. 


The weather now had changed, and we were detained by snow-— 


storms for eight days at the Lake etation: and on recrossing the 
dividing range we had to contend with snow breast-high and a 
four days’ flood in the Upper Hurunui, which, as we had to carry 
fresh nen of provisions, made this portion of our journey most 
trying. We, however, found a severer task awaiting us at the 
spur (previously alluded to), where, owing to the great depth of 
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snow, we had to tax every nerve to liberate ourselves. So arduous 
was the labour, that we had to take turns in going first, and occa- 
sionally one would sink half-buried between the yielding masses of 
snow, and would have to be extricated by the rest; at other times 
the leader, dislodging a large drift, would almost cover those in 
the rear, 

After thus travelling for cight days, a walk of two more brought 
us to the scene of the accident, where I found that my stores had 
become all mouldy, and my tent was split to ribbons. ? 

_ Here the Maories that had been engaged by the Messrs. Mackay 
came up, and proceeded on with those gentlemen towards the 
Weat Coast. 3 

After repairing my tent I recommenced surveying. The river 
from this point, and 9 miles below, is a wide shingle-bed, covering 
the entire valley, and being divided by channels into numerous 
islands, seg with broom, tutu, koromika, akiaki, and patches 


of 

t the end of this the hills on the north side terminate suddenly, 
and form an opening of about 2 miles in width. Here much is to 
be observed. Looking from the 'Taramakau N.N.E., YOU se@ an 
isolated hill, called by the natives Kimonga, between which and 
the snowy ranges is a wide flat and an open pass to the Pohirua 
Lake, as far as the Ahaura River. The pass consists of open fern 
and flax, with patches of bush. Indeed, the hills may be said to 
end here, and that immense flat commences which claims “the : 
Buller as its northern boundary, 

The rocks on the sides of the Taramakau are composed of 
argillaceous slate on one side and quartz on the other, giving 
favourable indications of gold. 

Looking from the same place south-west by south, you see 
Mount Turiwhité, which appears to divide the valley of Pate 
kau: one pass running through to the Brunner or Ke tukuwakaho, 
and the other carrying the water of the Taramakau to the ocean, 
The view from this point is beautiful in the extreme. 

According to my instructions, I now left the T a and, 
cutting a line three-quarters of a mile long through a belt of white 
pine-bush, emerged on an open plain, very stony, and covered 
with high fern and flax. From this plain were two passes: the 
north-east one running between the isolated hill Kimonga and the 
main range, over the Poherua Lake, and crossing the Ahaura and 
other rivers to the Buller. The view in this direction presents a 
level plain, unbroken by a single hill. To the north-west (the 
route I followed), through the Kotukuwakaho Pass, to within 3 
miles of the lake of that name, was all a stony fern flat, The 

in of the lake is covered with white pine-bush, extending to 
ills on either side; through this bush I cut a line 8 miles in 
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length. On reaching the lake we discovered the sides to be so 
steep as to prevent travelling, and it became necessary to build a 
canoe to continue our course. This was accomplished, with a 
week's labour, by hollowing out a white pine-tree ; and in this 
frail bark we succeeded, after some fruitless attempts made in too 
rough weather, in reaching the opposite side of the lake. The 
roar of the ocean was quite audible from this place. 

The rocks at the north-east corner of the lake are granite, 
which joins the slate from the direction I travelled, and this is 
another favourable indication of gold. In looking across this 
lake you ive a flat bi ry, the lower gorge of the Gey 
or end of the Paparoha ra and at the northern corner of this 
lake there is an. open. patel ‘of Serm and flax, and a river that 
connects this: with the Poherua Lake. A small river at the 
south-west corner runs from the lake to the sea (and has been used 
/ dap natives as a track to Port Cooper); and at the north-west 

end of ee lake ms eee Leg Peenig eters which 
discharges 1 into the Grey e is 6 miles | 
5 wide. It enclusea an interesting island, whereon stack thn iy 
remains of an ancient pah, called Taka Taka. The waters ede 
lake have been subjected to such violent tempests that the large 
war-canoes formerly brought into it were often wrecked. I noticed 
growing on the shores of the lake a stunted tree, bearing v 
much the a pearance of mahogany, and with a long, thin, glaze 
leaf. The yen irds found in this part of the country are paradise, 
ie Sees and blue odors. teal, the crested grebe, rail, white cranes, 
with an abundance of quail and woodhen on the 


in 
at survey of the Kotukuwakaho, or Arnould River, was 
ied with much difficulty and risk. ‘. 
“The Arnould, at its source, is a wide river, taking the overflow 
of Lake Brunner, and for 2 miles, through a dense f of pine 
and birch, has little eurrent and no fall ; but when joined by two 
streams from the north, falls follow each other in rapid succession, 
the current increases with such velocity that it becomes a race, and 
the snags are found so plentiful, even in the deepest water, as to 
leave no available channel whatever. I had many familiar proofs of 
the danger of the navigation, and often was our eanoe in imminent 
rast So a Sa and I had to rig canvas Arai case 
water from swamping her. During several weeks past we 
been on short allowance, and to lose our little saat Aas wah 


aN Heavy rain fell incessantly “the 
canoe sink decper; the falls beca 















aicesriepid: “eek apieetonte 
so that it was a great task to steer her, and our only chance lay 
in keeping her bead with the current. Trying to do this, the 
canoe struck a snag, sheered off, passed down a fall with the 
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utmost rapidity, then turning a sharp elbow in the river, we dis- 
covered to our dismay a tree projecting 5() feet across the river 
and about 2 feet above the water, ‘The crisis was imminent, as 
we were running at least 10 knote an hour;-but I ordered the 
men to lie down, and we Juckily shot under this barrier without 
accident, although the dog had nearly lost his head from not 
understanding the word of command. We now sailed on merrily, 
but in another quarter of a mile danger again threatened us in t 
shape of a dead block of snags which impeded the river, Our 
only chance was to carry on all sail, trusting to the current to 
drag us across; but our calculations were crroneons, and the 
eanoe, having run one-third of her length out of the water, stuck 
fast. We were therefore obliged to abandon our gallant craft ; 
and so, securing the instruments, papers, and the remaining small 
stock of flour, we commenced our dreary march in the midst of a 
drenching rain, which continued through the day and night, and 
completely soaked us. We suffered other inconveniences besides 
those of wet and cold, for our larder boasted no greater delicacy 
than thin paste made of a tablespoonful of flour boiled in a quart 
of water. This we bad twice a day while the flour lasted. In our 
exhausted condition we were enabled to accomplish but a short 
distance each day, and our small stock of flour soon vanished. 
One day we would have nothing to eat ; another day only a small 
robin between three of us and the dog; and a chance pigeon or 
two on another day; until at length we reached the Maori pal. 
Here every civility and kindness awaited us; and though only 
tatoes were procurable, they were sufficient not merely to support 
ife, but to stimulate appetites which for six long months had 
submitted to worse than English pauper's fare, 

While with the Maories, I learned of the existence of the Ngati- 
mamoi tribe, or wild men of the bush. About two years previously 
a woman of this tribe had been captured by the Maories, but she 
soon afterwards escaped, and so little information was obtained 
from her. 

_ I will now briefly enumerate a few of the advantages possessec | 
by this West Coast district, which I have taken the li of 
naming Westmoreland, 

The River Grey—having a considerable depth of water over 
its har at low tide, 9 feet rise of tide, and deep water for several 
miles up the river—runs through the most extensive district of 
land in the province of Nelson available for agriculture. At the 
entrance of the river are two deep-water lagoons, conveniently 
situated, sheltered from all winds, and offering secure anchorage 
in the case of freshes, which are heavy during the rains. ‘There is 
land admirably adapted for a town of considerable importance, 
and -having at its other extremity the River Buller, which i of 
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much greater capacity than the Grey, possesses a finer harbour, 
and is free from the heavy swell which must always affect an 
exposed entrance, There is also, under Cape Foulwind, a sheltered 
anchorage from southerly winds, formed by a reef of rocks stretching 
out parallel to the coast. Seals, whales, and such other sources of 
wealth, abound in the vicinity. 

The climate is extremely salubrions, and is, in my opinion, 
equal to that of Nelson. There is a good seam of coal visible, 
Potera logs of stupendous size strew the beach for miles, and vast 
tracts of red and white pine, totara, rata, and other timber but 
await the woodman’s axe. Ecls of great size abound im all the 
rivers, and birds of the parrot and apteryx kind are found in 
various parts of the country. A riwi (one of the latter genus, 
about the size of a turkey, and having spurs on Mis fect) will, 
when attacked by a dog, defend himself so well as frequently to 
See tha ipeanadca he of ni practicable tie: 

But t t desideratum is the disco f a practicable line 
for the sanrieticn of a north road by which Nelson could be 
readily reached overland; and, from the © eae I had of 
judging, L believe this will yet be found. ‘The country will then 

speedily opened up for settlement. 

After recruiting our exhausted strength we left the hospitable 


Maories, and, travelling along the coast, we reached our homes 
about the end of July. 


_ Secosp Exrepitioy. 
On this oceasion 1 proceeded to the West Coast by sea, and 
towards the end of August, 1859, I left Nelson in the cutter 
a re - ed the mouth of the river Buller after a pro- 


My original intention was to land part of my stores at the 
Buller and part at the Grey's but as it was very angeable weather 
I deemed it prudent to land them all at the uller, My intention 
now was to survey up the Buller, and carry the whole of my stores 

canoe to a considerable distance up the Inongahua (a tributary 

the Buller, capable of canoe-navigation) to where a low birch 
range, about 3 miles across, divides it from the Mawhera-iti, a 
tributary of the Grey, whence I should be in a position to finish 
the survey of the Grey, besides having the benetit of a canoe to 
carry my stores nearly all the way. But I could not. commence 
my survey until the return of a messenger whom I had sent to the 
Grey for extra hands, and he did not make bis appearance for six 

: This interval 1 employed im surveying the coast in the 
~ | found the coast to the notth of the river, for about 10 mules, to 
be a flat alluvium, deposited at successive periods by the river, 
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and extending to the foot of the hills, which are distant about 2 
or 3 miles. ‘These hills are composed of quartz and felspar (in 
some places containing mica), approaching to a coarse granite ; 
and at the summit of the highest which I ascended (Papahaua, 
2400 feet) several strata of fine slate crop out. Owing to the fo 
which enveloped the top of the hill, [ could get no view inland, 
even after waiting for two days: and this fog will, I imagine, add 
greatly to the difficulties of a trigonometrical or topographical 
survey of the country. Towards the coast this flat is bounded by a 
belt of bush and serub three-quarters of a mile wide; the remainder 
is open plain, divided by strips of bush-land. ‘The streams which 
intersect the flat abound in cela, and I observed a seam of coal on 
the banks of the Waimangaraho. I noticed also that there are 
some very extensive valleys between the flat and West Wanganui, 
and it appears quite probable that through some of these valleys a 
« bridle-track to Nelson might be ahi 9 
To the south of the Buller the coast is characterised by flat 
bush for about 5 miles, when the land rises into a low table of 
excellent soil, extending for 12 miles down the coast. Situated 
about a mile down the table is Cape Foulwind, the perpendicular 
cliffs of which, about 60 feet in height, consist of 40 feet of a slate- 
coloured sandstone layer of large boulders and 10 feet of gravel 
and soil. At the mouth of the Okari (one of the small rivers 
whieh intersect the table-land) I found large quantities of pumice- 
stone, which probably either came down the river or floated from 
Wanganui or Taranaki. In the rear of this terrace there is 
another plain, in some places 2 or 3 miles wide, and reaching from 
half a mile below the Buller to 6 or 7 miles down the coast. This 
_— has, at no distant period, been covered with a forest of 
anuka, as the numerous stumps and dead trees abundantly testify. 
A series of similar plains, though of a smaller size, reach for about 
20 miles down the coast, intersected by streams, in two of which 
—the Waitakeri and the Waitohi—I discovered seams of coal. 

The long-expected natives having at last arrived from the 
Grey, I immediately started to servey up the river Buller, An 
extract som my journal will perhaps best describe this portion of 
» my work :— 

November 4th.—Surveying up the river, which is about a quarter 
of a mile wide, with fine level bush, interspersed with scrub on 
either side. | 

The south bank of the Buller offers advantages of no ordinary 
character for the formation of a town, being an accumulation of 
small islands and peninsulas, divided deep-water channels 
available for navigation, forming a perfect Venice. 

- Sth.—En e first gorge, about 4 miles from the river's 





mouth, which is narrow, deep, and singularly free from rapids; 
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the hills, clothed with small birch, rise at an angle of 80° from the 
horizon, and close abruptly on the water's edge. 

Tth.—Still a gorge, with hills in many places precipitously over- 
hanging the river. Had to ascend many rapids during this day's 
work. The geological features are pieces of mica-slate and quartz, 
cemented together into a conglomerate of brown, green, and 
ove 

8ti.—Still working through the gorge, the slope of the hills 
getting more easy. Whi clean 2 was eneed and no less 
gratified by one of the hands (F. Millington) announcing the dis- 
covery of gold; an event as cmucaniies propitious, and one 
which must have a powerful influence on the future prospects of 
this long-neglected West land. The royal mineral was lying on 
the edge of the river, glistening in the sun, and im such quantity 
as induced rather a mutinous spirit; my hands having a greater 

reference for the golden prospects before them, than the sterner 
duties of surveying. | 

9¢h.—Started again. Country greatly improved ; flats occur- 
ring at intervals, growing white-pine. Found gold again, and 
collected about 3 dwts. on the north side, lying on the surface. 

10¢h.—River more open; slate still the prevailing characteristic 
of the district, and broken birch hills above. | 

Llth.—Good pine-flats on each side of the river; the hills 
ravi (similar to that used for Am: overlying slate, 
with the exception of one part, where a patch of gneiss occurs. | 
here had a view of a high “ed “sass Setpmrik and situated on 
the south side of the river, bare on t cupy aod npn 
broken in outline, The river here abo in very large eels, 
which are easily caught in the daytime below the rapids, where, 
under the shelter of a rock or snag, they await the arrival of the 
inonga or whitebait, myriads of which are this month in progress 
up the river, the rapids affording a partial barrier to their upward 
" 19¢h.—One small river flowing into the Buller from the north- 
westward, and two a little farther on from the south-eastward ; 
the first having a large et ae bush with patches of fern, the two 
latter apparently joining at t 





back and forming one large wooded 
valley, running to the southward along the side of the range first 
seen yesterday. josite to this river, on the north side, igh up 
on the hill, at a slip, I found a large fossil shell. 

- 14th.—Thus far up the river is very fair navigation for a canoe. 
We had; however, to pass through a very bad granite gorge, with 
Lr m ‘cular rocks and cliffs on either side, surmounted by broken 

15¢h.—Many bad falls occur in this day’s work. Towards 
middle of day arrived at a large table-land on the north-west side 
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of the river, consisting of a good flat covered with bush A con- 
jicuous cliff, abutting on the river-bank, displayed 30 feet of clay- 
i and 10 feet ies, vas of boulders, gravel, and soil above. 
16¢4.—Delayed by beavy rain all day. Saige nt . 
17th—Entered another gorge. Strata, fine hard red granite. 
Midday, arrived at a rapid with a fall of 9 feet in one chain, which 
caused such a sea that the canoe would have been swamped had 
we attempted to haul her wp it: added to this, the ground at the 
side was precipitous, and we therefore found it necessary to build 
a scaffolding to haul the canoe over, which caused a delay of five 
hours. Here the eels and inonga literally swarmed. One would 
think this fall would be an effectual barrier to the latter, but the 
had the ingenuity to climb the perpendicular faces of rocks, which 
were literally black with them as they scrambled over the top and 
dropped into the eddy above; so numerous were they, that one 
light take a hat and brush it full with the hand. 
18¢4.—Occasional flats; slate strata stil visible; found gold 
again on the south side of the river. 
19¢h.—Very hard red granite gorge. The river in most places 
contracted to 00 links, and of enormous depth. 1 ascertained the 
fresh to rise upwards of 60 feet in this gorge. 
21st and 22nd,.—River of similar character. teks 
~ 23rd.—The same rough description as previously, the river being 
one continuous rapid; in many places so deep that we could 
neither pole the canoe on the bottom, nor scale the cliffs to haul 
her up with a rope, but were obliged to push her up from the pro- 
jections and little cracks in the cliffs, and many times were carried 
round and had to work our way up again. Having proceeded a 
little farther, we got on shore on the granite rock, and found gold 
lying in the dips and cracks, carried there by the fresh, 
24¢th,.—This morning arrived at a bad fall, where we had.to 
construct anuther scaffold and haul the canoe over. My guide 
here acknowledged that he could not recognize the river at all, 
and said be thought we were past Inongahua; but from not having 
seen a flat similar to what Oweka was described to me, | did not 
like to return. ‘Towards the afternoon the gorge widened out to 3 
or 4 chains again, and occasional flats ania displaying a slate 
country. We now appeared to have Got clear of the gorges, but 
soon came to a very bad fall, up which it was necessary to haul 
the canoe; the ground at the side was almost unpassable rock, but 
we carried some of the flour out to lighten her, and proceeded to 
haul her up, when in the strength of the rapid a sudden bend im 
the stream carried her head outwards, and the force of the current 
took her nearly across the river, burying her head beneath the 
water and dragging the rope away from us, as, from the narrow 
ledge on which we had to stand, we could not properly exert our 
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strength. Thus all the strain came on the back rope, which was | 
also torn away, and the canoe swept down the stream with un- . 


cheeked speed, We now gave chase, with the intention of swim- 
ming off to ber; but, from the prexpnoms character of the banks, . 
she was swept away fully six miles to our one, and was soon outof = 
sight. Evening had now set in, and darkness quickly closed on 
us, which, together with the loss of all the instruments, cooking- 
utensila, axes, &c., made our camp most miserable, several of us 
being without blankets and tents, and our only consolation being 
that we had plenty of four on shore. [ now determined on re- 
turning next day by the side of the river, with the hopes of 
perhaps recovering the instruments. After three days’ toilsome 
journeying, we discovered portions of the canoe, broken across the 
grain into several pieces; a3 also a tomahawk, which had by some 
. chance got jammed into one of the pieces of the canoe, testifying 
| to the tremendous force of the rapids through which she had = 
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AXL—On the Highland Region adjacent to the Trans-Indus 
Frontier of British India. By Major James W acxen, of the 
Bombay Engineers, Xe. 

Between the crest of the Soolimani range and the well-known 

routes from eg Sind. to Kandahar, Ghuzni, and Kabul, there 

hill 






lies a tract o country extending over 5 degrees of latitude and 
| 2 degrees of longitude, of which little is known up to the present 
| date. Chiefly inhabited by tribes of fanatic Mahomedans, whose 
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inst every man, and every man’s hands ag, 


these hills are peculiarly difficult of exploration. 


have been crossed at one or two points by E 

they have only once been avowedly entered | 3, 0 
the occasion of the memorable mission of the brothers. Lumsden in 
1857-58 from Peshawur to Kandahar, through the valley of the 
Koorum, which lies on the southern skirts of the Safed Koh 
mountains, where it abuts at right angles against the Soolimani 
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van 
Like the Scottish Highlanders of old, the inhabitants of these 
hills prefer to subsist on the wealth of their lowland neighbours 
rather than on their own exertions. Occasionally their raids are 
directed against British subjects, when it becomes necessary to 
despatch a force againet them to exact retribution for past offences 
aie security for pore: Good conduct. On * — — 
opportunities are presented for acquiring come knowledge of 
evgraphy of countries which a abawne sealed to Luropeans. 
paren the progress of the operations of the trigonometrical 
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survey along the line of the Indus from Attock to Karachi, projects 
were often formed for ascending the rg of the Soolimani range, 
with a view to extending the triangulation westwards, The whole 
of these peaks have been accurately fixed, and, as they command 
extensive views, they would form excellent stations for observa- 
tions. ‘Towering high above all the others is the Tukht-i-Sooli- 
man, the Throne of Solomon, which is situated at no great 
distance beyond the British boundary, opposite the town and can- 
tonments of Dera Ishmacl Khan. It Segre many years been 
viewed with longing eyes, not only by surveyors but by all 
Eure located in the neighbourhood, who are naturally anxious 
to exchange the oppressive heats of the Derajat for the bracing 
climate of the high mountains. The Tukht is celebrated as one 
of the many fubled resting-places of Noah's ark. Its summit, 
described as a narrow ‘eee about 5 miles long, stretches from 
north to south, with culminating points at either extremity, the 
northern peak being 11,300 feet above the sea, and the southern 
only 220 feet lower. Thus from this one mountain alone a vast 
addition might be obtained to our knowledge of the country be- 
yond. Its two p would form the base of trigonometrical 
operations extending over upwards of 10,000 square miles of a 
terra incognita, So short a base as 5 miles would necessitate the 
oa eng of superior instruments, that the acute angles sub- 
tended by far distant objects might be determined with the 
requisite accuracy ; but, on the other hand, the difficulty of identi- 
fication, which occurs when stations of observation are far apart, 
would be avoided. 

There are aires few mountains hitherto unvisited by geo- 
graphers which might be made to yield go rich a harvest of 
information as the Tukht-i-Sooliman. But political difficulties 
have hitherto compelled the Punjab Government to refuse to 
permit any British officers to attempt its ascent, which therefore 
still remains to tempt the hardy and adventurous explorer with its 
certain perils and prospective rewards. 

The Soolimani range, as seen from the Indus, appears to rise 
from the plains like a wall, parting the eastern watercourses from 
the western; but on nearer approach it is found to be pierced at 
numerous points by streams, whicl take their rise far west among 
hills lower than the outer range through which they break ere 
entering the plains. A similar feature characterizes the Hima- 
layas, where the principal watersheds lie in the remote interior 
beyond the pinnacles whose heights give celebrity to the range. 
Sir J ung Bahadoor pointed out this circumstance, when he was in 
England, and observed that our map-compilers had greatly lessened 
the apparent size of Nepaul by drawing straight lines hetween the 
chief peaks to represent the watershed, which in reality lay 30 








Trans-Indus Frontier of British India. 305 


miles, on an average, farther towards Chinese Tartary. The interior 
ranges would seem to be of a greater mean elevation than the 
stupendous outer ranges, and to preserve a more uniform level. 
Though the peaks of the latter are highest, their gorges are lowest, 
and thus permit the exit of the waters of the interior to fertilize 
and enrich the plains below. 

The rivers of the Soolimani range have little in common with 
those of the Himalayas. ‘They scarcely merit the designation of 
rivers; for even when of considerable fength they are but the dry 
beds of watercourses during the greater portion of the year. 
There is little moisture to feed them in their parent mountains, 
which are insignificant in mass and altitude compared with the 
Himalayas, and desiccated by the heat radiated from the extensive 
plains to the east and west. Vegetation is scarce; the soil is dry 
and arid; pine-trees are not to be met with at a lower elevation 
than 000 feet; and the climate of any given altitude would find 
its equivalent in the Himalayas 2000 or 3000 feet nearer the 
sea-level, 

_ Thus the Gomul river, which takes its rise in the hills near 
Ghoznee and has several important affluents from the south, pro- 
bably drains an area of 13,000) square miles. During the rams it 
stretches over the plains below Dera Ishmail Khan to a breadth of 
10 miles ; but in ordinary weather it dries up, or is absorbed for 
purpozes of irrigation, before it gets half across the plains on its 
way to the Indus. None of the other rivers get even thus far, 
excepting when swollen by rain, The Takke Zim, though rising 


in mountains er of 11,000 feet high, reaches the plaine asa 
feeble stream, barely sufficient to irrigate the lands of the little 
began, in little streamlets ; and it would be difficult to guess their 
direction, and to. di rs from their endi 





but for the hill-shading which indicates the higher ground. where 
they must needs originate. | 

‘he maps accompanying this paper exhibit the latest acquired 
information of the tract of country between the Gomul river and 
the Safed-Koh range, the British boundary, and the city of Ghuzni, 
It is only here that any recent additions of in portance have been 
made to our geographical knowledge of the districts beyond the 
Trans-Indus Fonte These additions are due—lst, To a survey 
of the Koorum Valley as far west as the Paiwar Pasa, by the late 
Captain Garnett, Bengal Engineers, and Captain Peter taeda 
Assistant Quartermaster-General, during the Koorum Expedition 
in the autumn of 1856; 2nd, To the extension of this survey to 
Ghuzni by Captain Lumsden, while accompanying his brother on 
the mission to Kandahar in 1857-58 ; Srd,'To a reconnaissance of 
the country of Kabul Khel Wazeeris by Captain Johnstone, ‘Topo- 
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graphical Surveyor of the ahs in 1859; and lastly, to a 
reconnoisance of the Mahsood Wazeeri district in 1860, in con- 
nection with the trigonometrical survey. The belt of country 
between the western boundary of the Derajat and the crest of the 
Soolimani range has been surveyed with more or less accuracy by 
Captain Johnstone in connexion with his topographical operations ; 
pe being shown in his maps, which are in course of regular 


publication by the Surveyor-General of India, need not now be 


All but the second of the operations above enumerated were 
accomplished during military expeditions under the command of 
Brigadier-General Chamberlain, C.B., to check the forays of the 
hill tribes. The Koorum expedition entered the territories of 
Dost Mahomed Khan, the ruler of Kabul, who, being unable to 
control his own subjects, consented that a British force, should 

among them to effect the restitution of stolen property. 
This was accomplished without resistance or opposition of any kind. 
The Naib, or depaby- governs of the district, accompanied the 
expedition to render assistance, and is believed to have made use 
of the opportunity to collect revenue for his master under the 
ne of the British force. Thus the whole Koorum valley, 
from its eastern entrance beside the British boundary, was peace- 
ably surveyed as far westwards as the Paiwar Pass. eo 
the return of our troops to their respective stations on the Punjab 
frontier a marvellous change came over our political relations with 
the frontier tribes. The great mutiny of the Bengal army com- 
menced, and the Punjab troops were again collected together to 
be marched, not westwards, as hitherto, against external foes, 
but eastwards into the heart of British India, against soldiers who 
for many generations had served under the British banner. They 
shared in all the operations of that eventful crisis, the siege of 
Delhi, relief of Lucknow, and battles and skirmishes innumerable. 
Meanwhile their places on the frontier were taken by the very men 
who, hitherto only encountered as the foes of the British Crovern- 
ment, had now become its servants and supporters. 

Of all the tribes along the Punjab frontier, only the Wuzeeris 
held sullenly aloof from us during this critical period. ‘They con- 
tinued to make petty aggressions, which for a time could only be 
checked by defensive measures, such as strengthening the outposts, 
But when the mutiny had been trodden down, and the Punjab 
ou parma with many a blank im their ranks, to their stations 
on frontier, we were m a position to demand more respectful 
treatment in future, as well as compensation for past losses. 

Thus in the winter of 1859-60, just three years after the Koorum 
expedition, Brigadier-General Chamberlain fed a force against the 
northern or Durweshkel Wazeeris; and in the following spring 
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tribe. And so the four years 1856-60 have witnessed consider- 
able additions to our fr of territories never before trodden 
by Europeans, notwithstanding that fpr the greater portion of that 
pers we were at war with almost all India, and often struggling 
for hare existence, 

_When the geographer has before him the results of the expe- 
ditions so happily conducted by General Chamberlain, and then 
turns to the map of Asia and notices how moch is still unknown of 
the countries beyond the British boundary all along from Peshawur 

? ch dises intinent 
at the passive obstruction of the inhabitants of Chinese Tibet and 
Tartary, nor restrain a preference for the manners and customs of 
the Wuzeeris, which necessitate active measures on the part of the 
British,Government and result in expeditions of exploration. 

The range of mountains known as the Soofaid, or Safed Koh, 
forms the northern boundary of the tract of country now under 
notice, Rising out of the high table-lands south of Kabul, it 
follows the parallel of 34° of latitude for about 100 miles, then 
turns to the w.e. on approaching Peshawur, and terminates on the 
Kabul river opposite the bills of the Momunds and Bajour. Its 
highest point is the Seckaram Mountain, 15,622 feet above the 
sea, Whence the range preserves a tolerably uniform level, perhaps 
nowhere less than 12,500 feet, until it again culminates in a 
double peak mountain, whose summits average 14,800 feet. I 
have been unable to learn the local names of these peaks, or 
whether, like the Seekaram Mountain, they tell of a remote 
antiquity, when the country was ruled by Hindoos, long anterior 


direction, and are remarkable for their paralletian with cack other 
and the parent range. The most important, though not the 
highest, of these stretches away to Attock, and is the southern 
boundary of the Peshawur Valley, dividing it from the system of 
valleys of which the Kohat district is composed. Before entering 
British territory it forms the southern barrier of the Teerah 
Valley, the home of the Oorukzai Affghans, which is celebrated 
hroughout the surrounding regions for its beauty, fertility, and 
tial climate, and which no European has ever yet entered. 
North of Teerah is the Valley of Bara, of leas size and import- 
ance; while next beyond, and somewhat towards the north-east, is 
the world-famed Khyber Valley, the re gateway of northern 
India, through which all the western invaders of Hindoostan have 
marched their forees, and whieh British troops have stormed on 
more than one occasion. The watershed of this pass is at an alti- 
iz 
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tude of 3400 feet above the sea, and 2200 feet above the Peshawur 
Valley. It is on the main range, which, ere it terminates in the 
valley of the Kabul River, rises once more to a height of 6500 
feet at the Tartarra Peak, of familiar aspect to all who have 
resided in Peshawur. 

South of Teerah is the Alisherezai Valley, which again is sepa- 
rated by the Samana range from the continuous British valleys of 
Meerunzai and Hungoo, inhabited by the Bungush tribe, who are 
subject to the British Government. | 

The general parallelism of the ranges offzhooting from the Soo- 
faid Koh is very advantageous in enabling a styveyor to determine - 
oe emg the positions of the villages which are hidden in 

e Valleys below. Facing them at right angles to their prevailing 
direction, he bids his native guides point the telescope of a theo- 
dolite towards each village in succession. Their local knowledge 
enables them to do this with considerable accuracy, as is easily 
tested by recording the reading of the instrument, throwing it off 
the direction given by one man, and letting the others set it in 
turns on the required position. The accordance between the 
values thus obtained from different persons is most surprising, 
particularly when the informant is a pugnacious Pathan, who is 
told to lay the theodolite as he would a matchlock on an enemy 
dwelling in the place whose position is to be determined. All the 
best known and most important villages have been thus sxed pro- 
bably within a mile or two of their true positions ; for the valleys 
are narrow, and the crests of the limiting ranges on either si 
being clearly visible from the stations of the survey were fixed by 
actual measurement. 

That “events repeat themselves” is a law of Nature, which is 
stamped on the mute records of the earth's crust as legibly as it is 
written in the histories and annals of her inhabitants. It is well 
illustrated in these districts, where, throughout extensive tracts of 
country, marked similarities of effect are often met with which 
point to the repeated action of similar causes. The singular 
parallelism of the above-mentioned ranges is the more remarkable, 
as being found to occur even when they deviate from their nornfal 
direction of west to east. Thus the Teerah River, on approaching 
Kohat from the west, turns to the north, and then back westwards 
for a long distance before it finally resumes its easterly direction. 
A course pres similar to this is taken by the waters of the 
adjacent Kohat Pass, in which the abnormal deviations of the 
Teerah River-are repeated on a smaller scale. In the low sand- 
stone ranges the valleys are usually straight and parallel to each 
other, and are connected at right angles by risa gorges, through 
which water fails from the higher valley to the lower in a sucees- 
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sion of drops more or less perpendicular. The waters pass over 
two sides of a erates share rushing in straight lines from angie 
to angle, instead of meandering along the diagonal. 

In the limestone ranges the north-western faces are uniform 
slopes of 30° to 60°, without spurs; while the opposite faces are 
scarped and rugged, and overhang great Yk whech ake separated 
by deep gorges very difficult of access, ‘This often-recurring fea- 
ture may be aptly illustrated by arching one’s hand on a table: 
then, if the knuckles are taken to represent the watershed of a 
range of limestone tending north and south, the back of the hand 
will represent the smooth western slopes, and the open fingers the 
eastern spurs with their deep dividing gorges, In the high sand- 
stone ranges the western slopes are similarly smooth from top to 
bottom ; but, instead of being continuous for some distance longi- 
tudinally, they are broken into spurs resembling those on the 
opposite side of the watershed, excepting that the western slopes 
face away from the crest of the range, while the eastern slopes 
face towards it. This is owing to the general parallelism of the 
strata, and their dipping bowands the same point of the compass. 
The dip is usually about 50°, and the prevailing appearance of 
the spurs and their offshoots is as if they were formed of a succes- 
sion of triangular slates, like inverted Ve, gradually diminishing 
in size as they approach the foot of the range. The sandstone is 
of a very soft, friable nature ; masees falling from a height into the 
watercourses are instantaneously disintegrated and turned to sand 
by the shock, and swept away by the first shower of rain. But 
the rock invariably wears in layers parallel or wWicular to the 
original stratification, and thus the features of the range are little 
in ordinary formations. The watercourses are limited to two 
directions, which are either perpendicular or parallel to the trend 
of the range, and it is thus their special characteristic to be inces- 
santly turning corners at right angles without sensibly rounding 
their channe The watersheds are invariably narrow, both im 
the limestone and sandstone ranges: in the former they are 
usually flat, in the latter jagged and serrated, High table-lands 
are sometimes formed in the trough between two ranges of sand- 
stone and limestone, when in close juxtaposition; but in neither 
formation are the crests more than a very few feet wide, often 
narrowing to mere knife-edges, with a deep perpendicular drop on 
one side and a perilous slope of 60° on the other, rendering it 
necessary for all but the most skilful mountaineers to go over 
straddling, with one leg on either side the mountain. 

_ ‘The principal river of the southern valleys of the Soofaid Koh is 
the Koorum, which rises at the junction of the Soolimani range 


_ with the Soofaid Koh, Among its chief sources are two streams: 


ar = 


- elumps of magnificent plane-trees, while the distance is everyw 
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one going enstwards from the Shooturgurdun, or Camel-neck 
Pass, the other westwards from the Paiwar Pass through the 
Hurriab Valley ; they unite in the Chumkunni district, where they 
are jomed by streams issuing from the valleys of the Mungulo ; 
the combined waters enter Koorum in one broad and deep 
torrent. ‘The two passes just named are on thé direct road from 
Kohat to Ghuzni; the Shooturgurdun is on the watershed of the 
main range, and is no less than 11,500 feet high, as determined 
by Captain Lumsden’s observations. The Paiwar Pass is not on the 
main watershed, but merely over a prominent spur from the Safed 
Koh. It is about 7000 feet hich, and derives ita name from the 
pop and wealthy town of Paiwar at the foot of its eastern 
ascent. It can be avoided altogether by a circuitous route through 
the Chumkunni district to its south. some 
In the Report of the mission to Kandahar the Koorum district 
1s described as “ picturesque and attractive in the extreme to an 
European stranger fresh from the plains of India, A clear and 
rapid river, which has its sources in the pine-clad slopes of the 
Safed Koh mountains, which shut in this valley on the west and 
north, rushes in a winding rocky bed down the centre of a deep 
fillet of rich cultivation sprinkled with villages, each sre: Ra 
closed by the ever-varying aspect of the noble mountains just 
mentioned, which tower over the valley in its whole length. 

“Tn the centre of this district, and about 25 miles from the 
Paiwar Kothul, stands the fort of Kurram, the residence of the 
local governor. It is a square mud enclosure, with faces about 
100 yards long, having ‘burjes,’ or round towers, at the angles 
and in the centre of each face. The district is part of Sirdar 
Muhammad Azim Khan’s jagir, and yields about 60,000 rupees 
per annum, of which some 12,000 rupees are collected as transit- 
duty on kafillahs, and the remainder is land revenue. The Sirdar 
seldom visits the country himself, but governs it through a aren 
or ‘naib.’ Collections can only be made by a considerable 
force, which is usually sent over from Cabal, and, when it does 
arrive, sweeps the whole country clean before it. The soil pro- 
duces both the robbi and kharif crops, the chief uct bemg 
rice, which is cultivated in sufficient vz to admit of exten- 
sive exportation to Cabul and neighbouring countries. Wheat, 
barley, Tndian corn, and a little cotton are also grown. 

«All the irrigated lands are close along the banks of the river, 
and whenever extraordinary floods sweep away any portion of 
these fields, it is a common practice to plant rows of willows, as 
thickly as they will stand, and to keep them cut down to two or 
three feet in height for some years. These, spreading, form & 


. 
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a rich deposit of alluvial soil; when dry, a crop is sown on it, 
while each succeeding flood only adds to the depth of the deposit. 
The cultivator loses but one crop, and in a very few years regainé 
a fine field supported on a living willow wall. _ 

__ * Between this cultivated tract along the bank of the river—on 
the edge of which most of the villages are placed—and the bottom 
af the lowest slopes of the Safed Koh (called by the natives Tissin 
Ghor), lies an unculturable tract, varying from 2 to 10 miles in 
breadth, and sloping-down towards the cultivation, where it ter- 
minates in an shone bank, having a command of from 20 to 60 
feet above the irrigation. It is barren and strong, and intersected 
by numerous deep ravines, down which flowa the drainage from 
the adjacent mountain.” 

The Koorum district is inhabited by the Toori tribe, who, says 
Colonel Lumsden, “with their neighbours the Jagis, are supposed 
aA be ee Mogul origin, and are not considered Pathans, from 
whom they differ im physical appearance, dress, and many cus- 
toms.” Below this district the course of the Koorum River is 
6.8.E., through a valley that is more or less closed in on both sides 
by hills which are inhabited to the north by Zymookht Affghans 
and Bungush tribes subject to the British Government, and to the 
south by Wazeeris, At length the river passes into the plains of 
Bunnoo, where its waters are turned aside into numerous canals 
for purposes of irrigation, | 
_ Its most important affluents are the rivers of Khost and Dour, 
both of which take their rise in the northern prolongation of the 
Soolimani range. Khost is described as more of the shape of a 
basin, than of the narrow strip fsa fenced in by hills which 
is the prevailing type of these valleys It is drained by three 
streams, the most important of which is the Shamil Nuddi. All 
three unite into the Keyti, which falls into the Koorum about 11 
miles above Bunnoo. Khost is subject to the ruler of Kabul, and 
pays him revenue, but only when troops are sent to collect it, 
Che inhabitants live in small hamlets scattered apart from each 
other. They have no large | alleges they are divided into 
numerous clans, the respective localities of which are approxi- 
mately shown on the map, as gathered from native information, 

_ Between Khost and the British boundary, which on the parallel 
of 33° 15' recedes 20 miles eastwards, there is a network of low 
hills on both sides of the Koorum River, forming part of the lands 
of the Wuzeeris, ‘This important tribe haa two principal divi- 
northern lands of the tribe, and the latter the southern. bith ere 
subdivided into numerous khels or clans, one of which, the northern 








Kabul Khel, caused by its a; ions the first. Britis ye 
sath ca. sgeenios ihe Sit Bric expetiin 
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‘The Dorwesh Khel Wuzeeris “are a wild wandering race, 
living in black tents, called in their language Ghiadis.” Like the 
races of the ren co iat in Central Asia, their wealth 
is in their flocks and h few have been induced to 
settle and cultivate SR and build. buses 3 in the Bunnoo Valley. 
In the winter months the grazing grounds of this tribe are among 
the low hills adjacent to and within the British frontier, but in 
summer they betake themselves to the Turghar Mountains, where 
the Dour River is said to rise. Though of Affghan descent, they 
pa revenue to Kabul. 

stag i arich and highly-cultivated valley, having a consider- 
able breadth of land within reach of its fertilizing river. The 
sources of this river are still uncertain. Viewed from Bunnoo, it 
would seem to rise in the line of hills connecting the Tukht-i- 
Sooliman with the Safed Koh. But the ecser pe of water it dis- 
charges suggests a far more distant origin, and there seems much 
reason to believe that it rises beyond Oorghonj, in the southern 
slopes of the Zoormut Mountains. Probably the eastern slopes of 
the Zadran range also drain into this river, * which case the true 
Soolimani watershed must here lie more than a degree to the west 
of the line joining the highest mountains of the range. The river 

is called the Lochee while within the hills, and the Gumbela when 
it enters the es of Bunnoo, Below the fort of Lukki it m 
its waters and name into the Koorum River, which, after a further 
course of about 20 miles, falls into the Indus. 

From the plains of Bunnoo and the northern Derajat two loft 
blue mountains are visible in the west, where the Mahsood Wa- 
seeris have their summer residences. One of these, the Pirghul, 
near the town of Kanigvoorum, is 11,580 feet above the on tae 
or about 280 feet higher than the Tukht-i-Sooliman; the other, 
Sheweydur or Shah Hyder, is 300 feet lower than ‘the Tukht. 
Both more closely resemble the mountains of the Safed Koh r 
in appearance and geological structure than the portion of t 
Soolimani which lies between the llels of 28° and 32°, imme- 
diately adjacent to the plains of jat, where nummulitic lime- 
stopes ominate, and the err ag nerally are comparativel 
ee on would seem to be a Saieal meanaition Secale 
range to the other, in direction as well as formation. 

Between the highlands of the Wissen and the plains of the 
Derajat there are belts of low hills of sandstones and congle 
merates, which are inhabited by a small tribe of Pathans known 88 
the Bittunnies. In these outskirts of the Soolimani range there are 
long narrow strips of valleys, suggestive of the well-known Dhoons 
— the Siwalihs and the Himalayas. But the ‘Bittunni 

Radi! ean unlike cai Himalayan pro are 
a stony, ; for the streams » the higher 
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hills, im passing — gh them, rush across abruptly breadthways, 


with a minimum length of course, and too low depressed for their 
waters ever to rise to the surface of the plains on either side; 
whereas the Himalayan Dboons are watered by streams which 
wind through their whole length and linger among them until 
lege no portion unfertilized. 


the Bittunni Dhoons there is another exemplification of the 


tendency to repetition, already noticed in the action of the forees to 


which the present features of the ground are due. The successive 
helta of plains, locked in between the hills and the streams from 
the interior, slope continuously southwards, like the glacis of a 
fortification, from the searped bank of one stream to the brink of 
the next. They have no middle waterparting, as might naturally 
be expected, but cach drains into a single stream. This feature 
ig repeated, on a large scale, in the Ruzmuk plain, beyond Muk- 
keen, which slopes gently southwards; while to the north it 
terminates in an abrupt scarp over the valley of Kissarah. 

The portions of the stream-beds which are intercepted between 
the hills and the Dhoons bear some resemblance to the crater of 
a volcano, the surrounding strata dipping concentrically to all 
points of the horizon. ‘The outer and lower hills dip generally 


towards the east, and the minor ones towards the west, thoug 


occasionally anticlinal strata are to be met with in both. 
In the accom pan ing note by Dr. John Lindsay Stewart, of the 


Bengal vei oat sins of the country passed through by the 
oe eceprenagg Pe the Mahsood Wazeeris, which the 

indy place atm disposal for a submission to the 
Royal, Geograph route of the expedition is so 


sigiais daseincd aust wcthicg) Satoce mood bo snide chee 
ayer ipieiratacwe degra auesccerasee mee ie nota 
of 2 miles to 1 inch, and subsequently lith e aphed in th 
veyor-General’s office in Caleutta, are herewith fo : 
tion to the manuscript map, sale S:msiloeitn 1 inch, enrend 
prepared to accompany this paper. The lithographed ma ine 
ae a ee planes the physical characteristics of the district —the hills, 
le plateaux prose 3 mage " by the Wazeeris, and the 
ation on river valleys," as they are appropriately designated 
by Dr. Stewart. The green spots indicate lands under cultiva- 
tion, which will be seen to be chiefly carried on in the beds of the 
mountain-torrent, where the waters are made to it their sedi- 
meut and form fields, in the manner deseribed by C errs 
sionally portions of the rughzas are cultivated, i 
canals i oe | Remit tp therm. foom eeetle distances, ah 
ingenuity is im carrying canals alon haat face of 
the hills, and tunnels have often to be excavated for t 8 purpose, 
_ Water is the great want of the country. For ack of it the 
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bushes ; ses they have a sufficiency of rich soil to yield 
Juxuriant crops of wheat and barley, if only they could be im- 
gated. Thus extensive tracts remain.pell-bound, and the surface 
of the lands under cultivation, on which the imhabitants chiefly 
depend for their cereals, does not amount to more than 2 or 3 per 
cent, of the whole district, Under such circumstances, it is no 
wonder that the fanatic Mussu|man mountaineers should readil 
bring themselves to believe that there is a wild justice in their 
favourite pastime of plundering the inhabitants of the rich plains 
at their feet, and that they are fairly entitled to obtain a forcible 
restitution of the rights which heaven must have intended for 
Muzsulmans rather than Hindoos, and for stalwart highlanders 
rather than the puny inhabitants of the plains. 

The range of hills immediately west of the Bittunni Dhoons is 
chiefly composed of the peculiar sandstone formation previously 
described in detail, whose strata are disposed in such a manner 
that they appear like a pile of V-shaped slates leaning against 
each other, with the points of the Va upwarda West of these are 
low hills of limestone, somewhat akin to what have been already 
described as associated with this kind of sandstone, but compara- 
tively insignificant in size and extent. There are also some. 
instances of sandstone ridges, which curve round like horse-shoes, 
and present mesa ecarps externally ; while the ground 
enclosed by the watershed slopes gently mwards, and is more or 
less elevated above the surrounding country. This horse-shoe 
form is very prevalent in the low hills of the salt-range between 
Kohat and Bunnoo. | . 

The river-valleys yary in breadth from half-a-mile to a few feet, 
being narrowest when breaking through the axis of a range, and 
broadest just before doing so, when the waters sometimes nse like 
a lake behind the barriers which impede their progress, Here 
there are usually little oases of cultivation. The main roads of 
the country traverse the watercourses, and during rains are some- 
times closed for days together. .The barriers are called “ tungis,” 
or narrows, by the natives, and are usually the places which the 
select to make a stand against external aggression. At the Junis 
Tungi—the first through which one passes ascending the 'Tak-ke- 
zim—a Sikh army was successfully opposed, and we expected 
opposition, but passed through without secing a foe. 

_ Adittle above is the junction of two rivera: one coming from 
Kanigoorum, Mukkeen, and the northern valleys, the other from 





Shahoor. Here a portion of the force was left under command of 


Colonel Lumzden, encamped on a “kuch,” or patch of culturable 


land—so called from the native word “ kucha,” unbaked, green— 











Trans-Indus Frontier of British India. © = 315 


General Chamberlain, with the intention of exploring the country 
and visiting a set of noted marauders known to be located in this 
direction. ‘The Wazeeris availed themselves of the separation of 
the force to make a night attack on Colonel Lumsden’s brigade ; 
they succeeded in overpowering the pickets, and entering pell- 
mell with them into the camp; but after a sharp hot fight, in 
which we lost more than 200 men killed and wounded, they were 
repulsed with heavy loss, and pursued for several miles towards 
the higher ranges. When General Chamberlain's column re- 
turned, the reunited force proceeded up the Zim towards Kani- 
goorum, passing th several tungis, but ope only at one, 
fie Bararn Tungi, where the Wazeeris and their allies were 
collected, to the number of nearly 10,000, to oppose our progress. 


. They bad barricaded the pass, and added to the natural strength 


of the position by numerous breastworks constructed along the 
crests of the hills. Here one of our assaulting columns suffered a 
temporary reverse, but soon rallied, and drove the enemy out of a 
very strong position, though not without a loss on our side of one 
officer killed and some 80 men killed and wounded. Our farther 

‘ogress was not opposed, but distant shots were fired into the 
column daily, and the rearguard was always more or less engaged 
with the enemy. | ! 

On reaching Kanigoorum we found that the women and cattle 
had been taken to the summits of the range above. This was 
unfortunate, as there was thus no possibility of ascending the 
Pirghul and Shah Hyder mountains, to obtain the long-wished-for 
view beyond, without hazarding the loss of many valuable lives, 
for which a survey would not have been a sufficient equivalent, 
Moreover, we eventually became in want of provisions, because we 
were sp Sea in our expectation of replenishing our commis- 
sariat at the town of Kanigooram, and were wholly dependent on 
the eupplies originally brought with us from the plains; conse- 
quently our return was necessarily somewhat hurried, and time did 
not even permit for a survey of the country between the Tiak-ke-zam 
and the valley of Kissara, through which we marched on our way 
back to British territory. 

There are two chief towns in the country of the Mahsood 
Wazeeria, Kanigoorum and Mukkeen. The former consists of 
about 1200 houses, which are picturesquely built on the sides of a 
narrow ridge, isolated from the surrounding hills The outer 
walls of the houses rest on fir poles planted vertically into the 
lope of the hill, with horizontal timbers thrown across, which form 










a thos ng for the rooms above and cover over the ground below, 
The chief roads of the town pass under these covered ways, which 
are, however, barely high enough for horsemen to ride under, 

lukkeen contains nearly as many houses, but they stand in several 
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parate groups, and are not so imposing in appearance as Kani- 
goorum. Iron-ore is found in the Somles ills, and yields a 
metal which is highly prized by the natives, and is exported in 
considerable quantities into British territories. Every village and 
hamlet has its smelting-furnace, constructed with a conical roof of 
long poles planted nearly vertically in the ground. The ore is 
poor and stanty, and the iron extracted from it is said to owe its 
value chiefly to being anelted with charcoal, 

_ Perhaps the most remarkable feature of the whole district is the 
Ruzmuk plain before alluded to, which lies right across the water- 
shed of the range connecting the Shah Hyder and Gubbur moun- 
tains, and is 7 miles long by 2 on an average broad, with a mean 
elevation of 6,800 feet above the sea. It has a very gentle slope 
eouthwards, and its waters drain into the Tak-ke-zam, On the 
north it terminates abruptly in a perpendicular scarp of about 400 
feet over the valley of Khiseara. Here the road descends down a 
spur, and «age anid difficult, but-a few hours’ labour rendered 
it practicable for our 9-pounder guna to descend, dragged 
horses. If ever our sloheoe with the Mahsood Wazeeris an 
sufficiently friendly, we may find the open and elevated plain of 
Ruzmuk admirably adapted for cantoning European soldiers. 
The soil is sandy, and vegetation is not too luxuriant to be un- 
wholesome. Within 5 miles there are mountains 11,000 feet 
high, on which ganitaria might be established. Judging by the 
inhabitants, the climate must be peculiarly healthy ; for they are 
handsome, well made, and vigorous beyond the average even of 
Affghan mountaineers. 

Office of Trigonometrical Survey of India, Caleutta, 
March 30th, 1862, 





AXITL.—Notes on the Flora of the Country passed through by the 
Expeditionary Force under Brigadier Ceneral Chamberlain, 
against the Mahsood Wuzeeris; April 17th to May 19th, 1860. 
By Joux Linpsay Stewart, Esq., M.D., Assistant-Surgeon. 


Previous to the end of 1859 the tract of country which includes 
our trans-Indus territories and the mountains to the westward, 
i... from Peshawur to Mittunkote, and from the Indus to Ghuzni, 
was a ferra incognita to botanists. On all sides of this space cir- 
cumstances had enabled more or less to be done to elucidate the 
flora, but the district I allude to would, in a botanical chart, have 
been a perfect blank. In these circumstances, and especially in 
these days, when access to an unexplored district—acmé of delight 
_ for the pursuer of any branch of natural history!—is so rare, I 
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might well be gratified at having it in my power, through the 
kindness of General Chamberlain, to accompany the first and 
second Wuzeeree expeditions, and thus to do what in me lay, and 
circumstances permitted, to fill in some few of the details in a 
part of this blank. ree 

I may preface my remarks on the flora of Wuzeeristin by the 
statement that, botanically speaking, the exploration of any part 
of this tract must be interesting from the circumstance of its tend- 
ing to show the relative distribution of members of the Persian 
oa Indian floras which lie on either side of it; and this even 
althouch, as in the present case, the country be arid and stony, 
the climate dry, and therefore the flora numerically a poor one. 

* The firet cn wpa against the Wuzeerees was necessarily 
undertaken in the “dead of winter,” and without the important 
supplement of the second its botanical results would have been of 
comparatively trifling value, as of course many of the specimens 
collected during the former consisted ony of a scrap or a few 
leaves. In this sketch, therefore, I shall chiefly confine myself to 
the vegetation of the country of the Buttunnies and of the Mah- 
sood and Momeetzii Wuzeeris, which the second expeditionary 
force passed through in its Sig, ae from ‘Tak, the place of rendez- 
vous, up the ravine of the 4im stream, to Kanigoorum, and 
thence down the Khyssore to Kuranoo, where it broke up; and I 
shall adopt a modified “ diary ” form as perhaps the best suited to 
2 cit septa em eRe ia 

In connection with the native names of plants, Pi. will repre- 
sent Pushta (the language of the Affghans), Pi. for Punjabi, and 
Hi. for Hindustiini. 

The city of Tak, near which the force assembled, is situated in 
an oasis of date-trees and cultivation (at that season—Apri 
chiefly of barley and beardless wheat), which looked very refresh. 
ing after the excessively dry and dusty country on either side of 
the southern fork of the trans-Indus Salt Range, through which 
our road had lain. Irrigation is accomplished by a cut from—I 
believe—the Zam of ‘Tak, a stream which issues from the But- 
tunic Hills a few miles to the west of the city. 

Almost the only trees besides the date-palm were fine Dalbergia 
sisaoo (shisham Pi., shewa Pi.), along the watercourses ; Tamarix 
dioica ( fierds Hi, furwd Pi, kénra Po., and ghuz Persian), com- 
mon as jungle; mulberries, and the large variety of Zizyphus 

Capparis aphylla (Aarid Wi, Airra Pii.), covered with its show 
flowers, was abundant, and the other ordinary shrubs were as fol- 
lows: the emall variety of Zizyphus jujuba (jharberi Hi, harhan 
Pi.); Prosopis stephaniana, generally a emall shrub, and just 
coming into flower; Acacia farnesiana; and Salvadora. The 
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last (pala Hi, plewan Pi.) is common at many places along the 
frontier, and its fruit is held by the inhabitants to be a great pro- 
vocative of sexual crimes, but the chances are that its supposed 
effects arise less from any aphrodisiac qualities than from the 
pportunities afforded when parties of both sexes go out from the 
ages to gather the ripe fruit, | 
OF emaller plants the most common and notable were the fol- 
lowing, almost all of which are highly characteristic of this region : 
Alhagi maurorum, the (Shutur Addr, Persian) camel-thorn (a 
name often erroneously applied to the Zizyphus); Crotalaria 
burhia, = with a remarkably tough fibrous bark, which 
mie possibly be of use as a textile material; rua javanica ; 
Solanum nigrum; Convolvulus pluricaulis; Microrhynchus nudi= 
eaulis; Carthamus oxyacantha (nearly related to the Safflower, 
and itself, as [ was told, cultivated for a dye to the south of this); 
Rumex acutus and Polygonum aviculare ; with abundance of five 
or &ix species of Salzolacew. The last (with the Tamarix) here as 
elsewhere affect a saline soil, and from them, under the name of 
fdnd, an impure alkali (sajjf matti) is prepared in immense quanti- 
ties in various parts of the Punjab. Of this family I have in all 
got twelve species on this frontier, but Griffith collected more than 
double this number in Affghanistiin, and they appear to culminate 
im number and variety in Southern Siberia and on the Kirghiz 





l@ commonest grasses were Cynodon dactylon, Eleusine fla- 
gellifera, Andropogon Bladhii, anda Conchrda | 
These, the andar plants about ‘Tak, do not differ from those 
we had had most of the way from Peshawur. Most of them are 
common at the latter places, and except Crotalaria burhia there is 
not one [ have not got within 20 miles of it. 
The only novelties I got here were two Asclepiads, neither of 
them in flower, but probably a Pentatropis and a Cynanchum. 
The country round Tak is a nearly level pla, and the soil 
mostly of clay, in horizontal strata, but slightly cut up by ravines, 
and on the sides of these sand and gravel occasionally ap 
The only large ravine is one which rms along to the south side of 
the city. It is very marshy, and has (with other marsh-plants) an 
abundance of Ty angustifolia (gond Hi, dib Pi, rithh Pi), 
the leaves of which I noticed to be used as thatch in the city, as 
a in many other localities. | 
Not far from Tak I had got two novelties, connecting the vege- 
tation of two very different regions, viz., Neurada pi a a 
igonum 






‘member of the flora of Arabia and Sinde, and a C. 
bably undescribed), which genus is common in Mongo 

of these were abundant within a space of a few miles, but I found 
neither of them elsewhere. | 
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In the city itself, besides the ordinary mulberry-trees, &e, I 
observed a few trees of pipal (Ficus religioss), and Acacia arabica 
was abundant, although not seen to the north of this, Cannabis 
sativa isa common weed in the extensive gardens to the north of 
the city, and [ saw one patch of the pilose variety of Cicherium 
intybus (Adsut Hi.) cultivated for the pansdris (drug-vendors), 
who sell the seeds of it asa “ warm" medicine. 

On April 17th we marched from Tak, and after a gentle rise 


of some miles entered the eastern edge of the hill-country by the 


channel of the Zim (probably a generic term for a small river, as 
there is at least one other Zam, a few miles to the south), up which 
lies the main road to Kiinigoorum, the central city of the Mah- 
soo country, ’ 

This ravine is at first in most places a wide and ensy one, with 
occasional masses of Tamarix, Typha, Equisetum dehite, &. It 
has been formed by the stream in the course of ages wei 2 
through the alternating beds of sandstone and conglomerate whi 
constitute the whole rock here, and which generally dip towards 
the south-east at varying angles. These rocks, as Professor 
Oldham informs me, probably belong to the same section of the 
Tertiaries as the Siwalik or Sub-Himalayan series and parts of 
the Salt Range. 

_ Here the Reatie modesta ( plula/t PL, pulosa Pi.) was in full 
flower and Sapa with Capparis aphylla and Salvadora not un- 
common; also Grewia betulatolia, which is called by the Kobitis 
Shikdrt mena—it is difficult to see why, as he would be a hungry 
hunter indeed who would be tempted by its miserable little fruit. 

A tall Aristida was abundant in the bed of the stream, and a 

‘We encamped at — Zidrut on a lofty plateau of horizontal 
beds of shingle, which here bordered the Zam ravine. Most of 
the rock in the neighbourhood was conglomerate, generally in 
horizontal strata, but occasionally bent in a remarkable way, espe~ 
cially to the south-east of camp, at a narrow gorge mash which 

Our march of April 18th carried us 10 miles farther up the 
Zam. Above Khirgi groves of Vitex negundo (shamaii Hi., 
marivande Pu.) were frequent along the edges of the ravine ; and 
vocculus Lemba, a common Punjab plant, hung abundantly from 
the cliffs on either side; while Dalbergia sissoo got more common, 

ate-palms were occasionally seen, and Calotropis pro- 
cera spulmet a.) became frequent in the shingly bed of the 
ravine. Acacia modesta, Capparis aphylla, and Salvadora con- 
tinued. Peganum harmala (spelane Pi), a plant common from 












‘Delhi to Peshawur, and into Afighanistin, was frequent, with 
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Ox tha, Matcolmin afneana and a Plantago with broad 
sericeous leaves (P. eriantha ?) were also common. 

Three tall grasses were abundant—an Arundo, a Saccharum, 
~and the Aristida—as well as Alopecurus pratensis, Polypogon 
monspeliensis, and Cymbopogon iwarancusa; the last, however, 


here almost destitute of the peculiar turpentiny odour, whence it — 


derives its name of “ lemon-grass.” os | 

The geology of the day’s march was similar to that of the 17th; 
the generally wide shingly bed of the stream being flanked by low 
hills, composed of conglomerate and soft sandstone, in alternating 
beds, dipping mostly towards the north-west, at varying and gene- 
tally low angles. Here also, as on the previous days part of the 
river-valley (if so it may be called) was often filled up by hori- 
zontal beds of shingle—generally to the height of 50 or 60. feet— 
which formed plateaux from a few yards to many acres m extent; 
these are called ragzhas by the natives. 

At the place of our new camp, Palosin (probably derived from 
palosa, the Pushtii name for the Acacia modesta, according to a 
practice common with Afighins, as among other nations), the 
oer opened out considerably ; i... the higher hills retired to 
some distance from the stream, the plateaux on either side were of 

pee extent than usual, and close to the bed of the Zam was a 
ow flat of alluvial deposit, under cultivation, and sufficiently large 
for the force to encamp on. 

On the west side of the stream (here arpa in a southerly 
direction) there was one place well supplied with moisture from 
canals, with a grove of Dalbergie and Morus ; and under the trees 
a number of the smaller spring-plants were still preserved from 
desiccation by the shade and damp. Of these Trigonella imcisa 
was profuse, and there were still a few tufts of Arnebia echioides, 
One of those plants is interesting, from just extending from the 
“Oriental district into our Indian possessions; it is common 
trans-Indus, and I have found it as far cast as the Hurroo, near 
Hugsan Abdal. It has a very agreeable odour and a pretty yellow 
corolla, with five dark purple spots on it, which pious Mussulmiana 
assert to be the marks of Mahomed’s fingers. Hence they call it 
Paighambari-phil (Prophet's flower), and hold it in high favour. 

Another interesting plant common here was the Withania coagu- 
lans of Affghanistiin and Sinde, which extends at least as far east 
as Jhelum, and is abundant in our trans-Indus ae It is the 
puniri or punir-bad (cheese-herb) of Affghans, so called from being 
used in some places (eg, at Candahar, as Dr. Bellew informs me) 
as rennet. It is not, however, applied to this purpose about Pesha- 
wur, but is there used as a stomachic. It is curious that Dr. 
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Livingstone alludes to a plant of the same family (Solanaces), which 
in some parts of Central Africa is used for a like purpose (coagu- 
lating milk), and has a name of similar sirnification. | 

Forskiihlia tenacissima, another Western plant extending a short 
way into India, was pretty common on cliifs; while Salsolaceous 
plants were much more rare than in the saline Tak plain. 

As about this time a transition occurs in the geological forma- 
tion of the district, and the flora also soon after this become 
different, it was fortunate for my purpose that the part of the force 
to which I was attached remained encamped, near Palosin, for 
okey days, 50 that I had full time to botanise, &e., in the neigh-- 


Although the hills around were almost as bare of soil as those 
we had passed, yet there was more verdure on the former, as well 
as near the banks of the stream and the numerous irrigation- 
canals, Some of the latter were works of great labour, one I 
remarked being carried for at least 2 miles along the side of a 
hill; but as the surface was of loose shaly limestone, and the 
plateaux to which the canal went was quite barren, I presume that, 
after their Sisyphian labour, the Wuzeerees bad found that all the 
water dis red long ere it reached its destination. 
shrubs were Acacia modesta, Zizyphus jujuba, 













pparis set C. spincsa, Abutilon indicum, and a small 
*Taverniera, with pretty pink flowers. One or two climbing 
Asclepiads oceurred ; and Periploca aphylla (Aarrarra Pi.), an 
a leafless erect one, was common, as in many places along the 
rontier, ; 
Of smaller plants there were the following (besides many pre 
viously got):—a pilose Erodium, a Polygala, Convolvulus hae 
caulis (which is esteemed ~/ de Punjabis as a“ cooling” vege- 
table), a large odorous Salvia, Boerhaavia procumbens, arid 
another B., Allium leptophyllum, Rumex vesicaria, and Portulaca 
quadrifida (also held to be medicinal by the Punjabis). 
_ Phe common grasses were, Andropogon Gryllus, Cymbopogon 
iwarancusa, Eragrostis cynosuroides, Eleusine flagellifera, a 
Chloris (C. villosa?), Heteropoyon contortus, Aristida setacea, 
ir of Melica, Pennisetum cenchroides, Imperata Konnigii, 
| on dactylon. ‘The two last grow only when the ground 
is at periodically moistened; while all the others flouriah 
haps there & no “Seagate but little soil.* ‘ 
Among the more notable plants were a species of Cometes: a 
shrubby spinous Astragalus, ohh yellow flowers (hence called zare, 
golden, in Pushti); a Rubiaceous plant, with a scarious perianth, 
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im are, in the Punjab, reckoned good 
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and, when bruised, a most vile odour; a small half-shrubby spi- 
nescent Convolvulus, and two shrubby Rhamm. | | 

Tecoma undulata (whira Hi, reydiwan Pi.), with its splendid 
orange flowers, was common; as was a species of Caralluma or 
werosia, which affects dry rocky places along the frontier, and 
as far east in the Himalaya as Rajaori. Its tetragonal leafless 
stems are intensely bitter, and are regarded as stomachie by both 
Pathans and Punjabis. Its Persian name, Panj-angusht (tive 


fingers), is ge of ite appearance. 
Jn April 26th, we moved camp fully a mile farther up the 


The change in the geology, to which I have alluded, was of this 
nature. Below Palosin, the whole of the rocks seen tm siti had 
been conglomerate or soft sandstone, probably contemporaneous 
with the strata of the outer Siwalika; but immediately above our 
first camp at Palosin, limestone began to appear, frequently in 
the fotm of isolated knife-like ridges of 60 or 70 feet high, the 
jagged edges of the nearly vertical strata rising high in the air, 
and presenting a curious appearance. The most conspicuous of 

these sub-erect ridges were of a cherty, whitish, non-fossiliferous 
limestone. Besides this there were a greyish bard limestone, a 
soft, white, chalky limestone, both without fossils; and in some | 
places nummulitic beds, almost wholly composed of shells, mostly : 
small, and apparently of only two or three different species. This* 
last. rock was best seen in a ridge between our first and second 
camps; and on the upper (western) slope of the strata was a 
deposit of tons of the nummulites, caused by the disintegration of 

the binding portion of the rock, and called paisa, ie., coins, by the 
natives of districts where they occur. Along with these were strata 

of earthy shaly limestone, and there were numerous beds of decom- 
posing parti-coloured marls, containing a good deal of salt (as 
evidenced by the efflorescence on their surface), These, by expo- 

eure to the air, were reduced to mounds of dark-coloured ditt, 
simulating the ash-heaps of some Cyclopean amithy. 

Another noticeable feature here was the occurrence of numerous 
masses of limestone, from an inch to a foot or two in diameter, 
paesrceny obey composed of corallines and allied These 
were nowhere found in siti, but lying detached among and u 
mounds of débris of various rocks, and scattered over the ys 
between the limestone ridges. In some cases I found the impres- 
sious of similar corallines on the surface of the more vitrified non- 
fossiliferous limestone. 

About half-e-mile above our new there was a small grove 
of Populus euphratica, with its curiously diverse-shaped leaves. 
Here it was rather stunted, but on the first Expedition we had 
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On May Ist I was enabled to make a short excursion of 3 or 4 
miles among the hills to the northward with the survey party, and 
found one or two novelties, such as an Edwardsia, with fine yellow 
flowers, and a few shrubs of Boswellia (?). Here also, in addition 
to the shrubs I have formerly noted, Reptonia buxifolia (goorgoora 
Pu.) was common, as in many places along the frontier. 

On May 2nd we made a short march of 4 miles up the Zim, 
passing’ through a continuation of strata similar to those at Palogin. 

Here were a few plants of Eremostachys laciniata, which is 
occasionally trans-Indus, and Acacia jacquemonti became more 
common than it had previously been, 

On May ard, towards the end of our march of 41 miles, the hills 
began to & better covered with the usual shrubs, and there were 
along the banks of the stream numerous fine trees of Morus, 
Populus alba, and Salix babylonica. . 

_ Phe rocks were similar to those of the preceding day, Various 
limestones, with occasional beds of the disintegrating, parti- 
coloured, marly shells; and just above eamp the ravine was nar- 
rowed into a gorge (the Twungat, or Pass of Andi) by a ridge of 
limestone, hard, grey, and non-fossiliferous, rising to 150 or 200 
feet above the stream, the strike of the strata being 8.w. and ¥.E., 
with a moderate dip to the w.w. | 
_ By our camp were some finer olive-trees (Olea europea, Aaa Pi., 
Alncon Pi.) than we had before met with. This is one of the 
common trees on all the lower lulls I have visited on this frontier, 
and its well-known hard wood is useful for n ny purposes, . 
In the ravines of a hill close by Andi, I found abundance of a 
ies of Sageretia (undescribed 75, the fruit of which is very 
: 3 and, with that of some other species of the same genus, 
is called Mimént by the Afghans. 

Dodonea Burmanniana, and a spinous Celastrus (both common 
along the frontier), with the Olea and Reptonia, constituted most 
of the shrubby vegetation of the hills here. 

It is curious enough that up to near this point the five plants last 
Mentioned had not been seen; and I remarked a similar infre- 

uency of all of them in the Bahadurkheyl branch of the trans- 
Indus Salt Range, ‘Their absence can hardly be accounted for by 
aridity, as | have found all in situations quite as dry as either of 
these; but it may depend either on the saline constituents of the 
soil in both these situations, or on the nature of the rock, which, 
where these shrubs are common, 13 limestone or slate; while where 
I pare: remarked their absence, it has been sandstone and conglo- 

merat 
, On May 4th we moved 8 miles up the Zam: but as the fight at 
the Barrarra Pass occurred in the course of this march, I wag 
ry 2 
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hardly able to devote the same attention to plants as would have 


been given to them had our as been unopposed. 
Tied after passing shrough the Anat Gorge, the ravine of the 


Zam became considerably narrower than it had previously been, 
being enclosed by high cliffs of greyish limestone, overlying, un- 


conformably, strata of the parti-coloured shales. ‘The plateaux of 


horizontally deposited shingle, frequently skirting the stream, also 
hm much higher, being sometimes as much as 100 feet above 
its ‘s 

The flora now began to change somewhat. One or two peach- 
trees occasionally occurred, and a second fern (Pteris longifolia) 
made its appearance; the only fern hitherto seen having been 
Adiantum capillus veneris, which is common at damp shady 
places all along the frontier. I also saw in the bed of the stream 
one or two cones of Pinus longifolia. 

the hills, Chamerops Ritchiana (mazare Pi.) was now 
abundant. It is possibly identical with C. humilis, the only Euro- 
pean palm, and is common on the lower hills of Affghanistan and 
this frontier, above 1500 feet. ‘The farthest east that I know of its 
being found is Sarkezar, one of the higher and central hills of the 
cis-Indus Salt Range. Its leaves are used for making ropes, mats, 
sandals, &c.: and the reddish mossy-looking hair found in the 
axils of the petioles is used by the Pathiins for touch-paper. 

At the Pass where the enemy “stood,” the Zam had cut its way 
through a ridge of the grey, non-fossiliferous limestone; and 
beyond this point the ravine, in which our road lay, was much 
more confined than hitherto by the rugged heights to the right and 
left. The character of the vegetation also became still more 
aces as we had now reached a height of nearly 4000 feet above 

e sea. 

Daphne oleoides and Buxus sempervivens were common, as well 
as Sageretia and Olea; while a bramble (Rubus fruticosus), not 
uncommon on the frontier, hung in masses from the cliffs. An oak 
also (probably Quercus ilex) was met with on the heights, while 
just at the Se Pass a few wild trees of Punica granatum 
were in flower. An unflowered Mentha (probably M. incana) was 
abundant at wet places, as well as Ranunculus laetus; Fragaria 
indicu occurred, and Gardenia te rma was not uncommon. 

Close by our new camp at Rungi Willa (probably nearly 4500 
feet above the sea) was a fine jungle of Vitex, Celtis nepalensis Cs 
&e,, with abundance of Eremostachys, and a number of the smal 
vernal Crucifere, Caryophyllaces, tc. 

On May 5th we marched 15 miles to reach Kanigoorum, the 
metrale of the Wuzeeree country, and encamped at 6500 feet 
Bhore the sea 
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During this march the hills were mostly composed of thin- 
bedded calcareous shales, in one part especially covered with 
obscure impressions of Algw (?), and often alternating with quartzite 
in thick beds, which were frequently much contorted. The di 
was generally towards the north-west, at about an angle of 45°. 
The high masses of shingle were still common along the skirts 
of the ravine of the stream, but their composition had changed 
greatly since Palosin. Here the pebbles were mostly of schistose 
mestone anid granite-rock, both of which, especially the latter, 
had been infrequent below and to some distance above that place, 

During the latter part of the march, almost all of the semi- 
arboreous vegetation of the rounded hills above which we were 

tadually rising consisted of two oaks, Quercus ilex and Quercus 
Gicliare (?), the former being much the more common. 

Morus, Populus, and Salix continued near the bed of the stream, 
but Dalbergia ceased below this. 

The more noteworthy plants, of about forty species, which I had 
not previously got on this trip, were the following: Apricot, ocea- 
sional; Peach, at one or two places; Cotoneaster rotundifolia, 
common; a shrubby Cratmgus (7), forming a striking object with 
its masses of white blossoms; Spirwa Tiuvene abundant ; 
Baddlwa crispa, frequent; Jasminum revolutum, occasional ; 
Abelia triflora, with pretty pink blossoms and a delicious per- 
fume, common ; Berberis lycium and Clematis grata. ‘Two spinous 
Astragali were abundant latterly, both new to me, and probably 
Affghan forms ; Scutellaria linearis, Ajuga parviflora, Phagnalon 
denticulatum, a second species of Cousinia, a small Valerianella, 
a Valeriana, and Saxifraga ligulata occurred. Centaurea calci- 
frapa accompanied us all the way, as well as the tall Aristida; and 

ra, a form of Polygonum aviculare, was profuse at our camp ; 
and a species of Thymus quite carpeted the ground and perfumed 
ces, 





the air io some | 

On May 7th I accompanied the survey party to the top of a 
hill called ‘Bar Pit, abont 6 miles to the age our cea and, 
a5 it was 1700 feet higher than the latter (indeed, the greatest 
elevation we reached during the expedition), I got a number of 
plants that I had not previously met with. 

During part of the ascent Berberis was common and the Bud- 
dima abundant; with a second species of Celtis (C. caucasiea), 
Edwardsia, Spirea Lindleyana, Rubus, and Apricot. These, how- 
ever, we left behind with the brook up the bed of which our road 
lay for a short way, 

Higiee UP, the two oaks constituted the mass of the wood to the 
top of the hill, and the following were more or less common, A 
second Clematis, Jasminum off anale, Lonicera quinquelocularis, 
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Abelia, Viburnum cotinifolium, Cotoneaster vulgaris (7), Crategus, 
and Indigofera, and one or two plants of a Syringa were met 
with, Fie oo 

Near the Kanigoorum brook, Plantago major was common, as 
well as Oxalis corniculata, ‘Trifolium repens, Malva parviflora, 





~ Mentha incana, Adiantum capillus veneris, and Barbarea vulgaris ; 
all, except the last, not uncommon on the plains along the 
fi ti i 


Higher on the hill were found Taraxacum officinale, ‘Thy- 
mus, entel ia, Morina Wallichiana, Scabiosa euccisa, Serratul 
pallida, one or two spinescent Astragali, several Labiate, Andro- 
sace incisa, Valeriana, Fragaria vesca, a Viola, Trigonella Emodi, 
and Polygala elegans. i 

The only parasitic plant was Viscum album, which was abun- 
dant on oaks near Kanigoorum village; and the only orchid was 
Cephalanthera ensifolia, which was common half-way up the lull, 
and has now been found in many places from the farthest east to 
the extreme west of British India. 

- It was rather a ar times to me to find that on this hill 
there were no pines, although they were plainly visible at a height 
somewhat above this some few miles off on the magnificent Peer 
Ghul, which here represents the centre of the Suleiman Range. 
Most of the strata of Bar Pit appeared to be of calcareous 
schists and quartzite, generally dipping towards the north-west at 
a high angle. This hill, being higher than most of the others 
near it (except the Peer Ghul and its congeners, which towered 
some 3000 feet above us), commanded an extensive view: and tt 
could be seen that although the various ridges of the hill-mmass 
through which we had come, and which lay stretched below us to the 
eastward, were disposed rather irregularly, yet there was a general 
tendency to a north and south direction; and the usual strike of 
the strata, as observed on the way to and from Kamigoorum from 
below, corresponded with this. 

On May 9th we marched 8 miles down the stream by the same 
route as we had gone up, so that there was but little novelty for 
ime. About half-way, however, I found Rubia cordifolia pretty 
common,—the only time I have ever get it trane-Indus. Irhere re 
were also at one place in the bed of the etream-a few plants of a 
Poterium. [also found several bushes of a white-flowered Kosa, 
and Veronica biloba wore abundant in some fields. | 

On May 10th we marched from Doboi, at about 5000 fect 
above the sea, and leaving our upward road moved to the north- 
ward up a feeder of the Zam. , 
Olea and Quercus were both very common, with Viscum fre- 
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of the 9th was occasional, and Erodium cicutarium and Chenopo- 
dium botrys (both common plants of the plains on the frontier) 
were abundant. | | 3 | 

The rocks were mostly similar to those passed through on the 
dth ; and im some places irrigation canals had been, with immense 
labour, tunnelled th wugh the schistose ridges, ie aig 

Our new camp of ‘Tandachina was on a wide shingle platean, 
where a pink-flowered spinous Astragalus and the Kaneegoorum 
Cousinia were abundant. Shrubs were few and small, and con- 
sisted of Cotoneaster rotundifolia, Olea, Berberis, Edwardsia, and 
Daphne oleoides, The commonest grass was the Chloris, which 
— to delight in the most arid situations, 

Here a puzzling root was brought to me by an Afreedee sepoy. 
It is called in Pushtii Awerei, and the specimen I got was of a 
yellow colour, hard and woody, about an inch in diameter, with a 
strong but not disagreeable bitter taste. It is said to be abundant 
in Teerah (a district in the hills south-west of Peshawur), where 
it ia much valued as a stomachic. As I did not find the plent, I 
presume it had not then sprung up, but, from the description, it is 
probably a thorny Smilax. ) 

On May 11th I had an opportunity of accompanying up one of 
the spurs of Peer Ghul a regiment which was to aid in covering 
the operation of destroying the collection of villages known by the 
name of Makeen, which lay around a small fertile basin watered 
by a brook, and enclosed by that and another spur. 
pethe ridge we seed was several hundred feet ot than 

camp-platean, and had a seanty shrubby vegetation of Quercus, 
ee Edwardsia, ere were two or ponder of 
uglans regia near a hamlet, and a small unflowered Impatiens 
ie nike by a low brook. 2 | 
occasional blocks’ of grit, showing evidence of colat nak ill trap, 
and but rarely could a sight be got of the bluish schistose grits tn 
sitd, in strata dipping at avery high angle to the eastward. This 
was the nearest [ got to the Peer Ghul mass, the strata of which— 
so far as could be made out from a distance—appeared to have a 
similar dip and direction. 

On May 12th we marched about 8 miles to Ruzmuk, still in a 
obits sarge up the bed of the stream we had followed two 
days before. ‘The more notable plants were the presi, 
Cotoneaster ; Berberis ; — persica ; a species of Ber- 
chemia (undescribed?) that 1 had previously found in Huzira; 
an Urtica (U. urens? called by Affg sayanhadt, “ the stinger) ; 
Blitum virgatam : Peganum and Verbascum Thapsus, A creeping 
convolvulus, with very white silky leaves, abounded in fields latterly, 






and a very pilose form of Ceratocephalus faleatus was profuse in 
one small 


Just before reaching our new camp we «l an extensive 
minss of the thin-bedded bluish calcareous shale, covered with ¥ 
table impressions, which we had before seen above Bungi Wali 
Here it was overlying the strata of a ridge of grit, both being 


highly inclined to » west. 
ar road lay up the ravine which the brook had cut through 
among sloping veal of shingle, which filled up the lower of 
the space between the higher hills to the right and left, and there 
was a considerable ascent till we reached our camp, which was the 
highest (7000 feet above the sea) we had during the expedition, 
On May 13th we halted, and I took a short stroll round by a 
hill to the east of camp, where was abundance of many of the 
common spring-plants of the frontier, besides a second Delphinium 
(1D). camptocarpum ?) and a fine red thistle (Carduus nutans), 
which was greedily eaten by the camels, who had hardly left me a 
single specimen worth taking. Here also I found Diplopappus 
molliusculus, Thlaspi arvense, and in one place a profusion of 
Hyoseyamus niger. ue 
On May 14th our march was a short one of 5 miles to the 
north-east 





For the first mile and a half we continued to ascend the bed ef 
the stream as before, but then crossing a minor watershed, we 
made a very rapid descent the rest of the way, in a rough pre- 
cipitous gorge, among limestone and calcareous shale generall 
dipping to the eastward at a high angle, and occasionally nae 
bent. Down this gorge ran a small brook, the commencement of 
the Khyssore, which debouches on the plain a few miles to the 
south of Bunnoo, and the easterly course of which we afterwards 
followed for five days till we issued from the hills, 

Besides the shrubs of the preceeding two days, Viburnum. cotini- 
folium, weber is and Buddlea were common, and Sageretia, and 
Reptonia, which had not been seen for some time, again appeared, 
thus indicating a considerable descent. | 

The only novelty was an Acanthophyllum, of which a few 
prickly clumps were found near the level spot on which we 
encamped. ‘To reach the latter, we ascended from the stream to 
the right (east) over the edges of strata of ferruginous grit, 
dipping at a va ds angle to the north-east. 

Phe district about Bangoonin: besiene been woved tus Sea 
of which large quantities are in the cold season brought ito 
Bunnoo at the weekly market, and for several days rude fur 
with large collections of clay-ironstone and slag-heaps had fre- 
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previously y had I remarked mea place so likely to be near the ore 
in siti’ as this. sbi ea boenge fe in order to. visit 
the mines were unsuccessful ; but the process of mining 1 understood 
(from Wuzeeree information) to consist of Pea following ue 
outcropping ferruginous strata, by scrap the superincumbent 
non- ph Sa rock, in places See beth have generally a 


aloy 
x: ay 15th we marched 15 miles down the Khyssore, passin 
ves of fine olive-trees on our way from Raziini, where we bad 
n encamped. 

‘The strata shown in section in the ravine were peg 
calcareous schist, similar to those on the Zim above Bungi <s 

nerally dippi ing steeply towards the west, and often with thick 
borzoota of panel oreey them. ; 

The plants were as follows uercus ilex, getting rare as we 
descended, Rhamnus virgatus, Acacia modesta, Celastrus, Cha- 
merops, Periploca, and Ephedra, all praeeye common, and none 

of which had aca found above this; also rachne telephioides, 
Heliotropium ramosissimum, Boerhaavia procumbens, and Solanum 
Jacquini reappeared during this march. 

A foetid white tomentose Labiate (Salvia lanata?) was common 
most of the way, with Vebascum, Peganum, and the Kiineegoorum 
Cousinia. 

Of grasses, the tall Aristida was abundant, with A. setacea, 
Cymbopogon iwarancusa, Eragrostis cynosuroides, and a tall 
Saccharum, and I found one or two tufts of an / é ps. 

Linaria ‘cabulica. was occasional on the cli (although LL, 
ramoaissima had been the common form | along 
the frontier y), and an unflowered, species of Statice, 
one or two pl Sy AG ee 

cach a pone on the rocks abundance of a Lycium (?), 
but much too determination, and I found in a. fruit a 
few trees of a | ae (I think P. terebinthus), called in Pushta 
shnee, Griffiths supposed a noted Affghan plant called by this 
name to have been a Aanthoxylon, but it is more likely to have 
been a Pistacia. 

The Acanthophyllum of the 14th was common at our camp of 
Siroba, near which Reptonia, Acacia modesta, and Olea were the 
ee shrub 

(16th we marched 11 miles down the stream: $9 Dawa 








Wala. i and a weap ey ae | along the 
ni po esse Spence neither of the two force 
seen; small se obi and Tecoma, Dodo ots 





granatum, Vitex, and Coroculue Leaeba shoanded. The fallowing 
plants likewise reappeared .or became common :—Achyranthes 
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Sh Aplotaxis er Lactuca ee Centaurea 
itrapa, Cirsium arvense, Calotrops procera, Lycopus europaeus, 
ecnaracti 3, Salvia pumila, Pisusigo lanceolata, Verbena. offici- 
nalis, Samolus Valerandi, Capparis spinosa, Eriophorum comosum, 
and Typha angustifolia, T'lants of a Cucumis also (C. peeudo- 
ecolocynthis?), not uncommon along the frontier, and often met 
with in the lower part,of the Zim, bere reappeared, as did A®rua 
javanica. ) 

_ The rocks seen in siti were mostly calcareous shale, and their 
dip was to the north-west, almost at right angles to that of the 
strata passed through on the previous day. 

We halted a day at Dawa Warka, which is probably about 3000 
feet above the sea. 

Ou May 18th we marched 10 miles down the Khyssore to 
Speenwim, and on the way passed through a tract geologically 
similar to that about Palosin, with ridges of various limestones in 
highly inclined strata, heaps of decomposing parti-coloured shales, 
amd blocks of the coralline and nummulitic limestone scattered 
about. We then entered upon the sandstone and conglomerate 
district, thus almost exactly taking in reverse the rocks we had 
met with in ascending the Zam. th the sandstone and num- 
mulitic districts, however, appeared here to be of much smaller 
extent from east to west than on the lower Zam. 

_ We had now almost got into the plains ; the crops were ripe, the 
Vitex. in« flower, and Capparis aphylla, Zizyphus jujuba, and. the 
other ordinary frontier-plants, were abundant. 

On May 19th the first mile and a half of the march carried us 
quite out from between the low sandstone hills among which we 
had been encamped, and into the plain of Bunnoo, which place 
we reached on the following day, | : 

In reviewing shortly the vegetation of the country passed 
through, I find that it may be conveniently divided into two zones 
or regions, The outer (lower) of these would comprise the Zam 
from the plains up to Andi, and the Khyssore up to above Dawa 
Warka, i.., from about L000 to 3500 feet above the sea ; and the 
pe one, nearer the centre of the mountain range, would include 

| the country visited by us above these two places, ¢. ¢., from 
$500 to 5300 feet above the sea, comprehending the upper Zam 
and some of its tributaries, the hills near Kaneegoorum, and north- 
ward to below the Ruymuk Pass. | 

I shall proceed as concisely as possible and at the risk of much 
Tepetition to enumerate, so far as they have been identified, the 
chief plants observed in each of these zones, beginning with the 
es 

Of trees there are none, if we except the four or five species 
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Salix, Poy Morus, Dalbergia, and Ficus) which, ra 
oi a die banks of vee are, if not introduced, at 
least lease fostered and spread by the aid of man. 

The principal raid shrubs and climbers are mostly the 
same as those ordinarily found on the lower dry hills of this 
frontier, and are as follows :—Cocculus lewba; Capparis aphylla 
and C.sp Abatilon indicum, Sida haysilis : - Melhania abuti- 
loides ; Geel betulefolia; Dodonea Burmanniana ; Celastros ; 
Zizyphus yujuba, Rhamnus es mies (n. sp); Rhus 
acuminata; Acacia modesta, farnesana, Dalbergia sissoo, 
Edwardsia, Crotalaria, ‘Taverniera, and four spinous shrubby 

; Tamarix dioica; Reptonia busifolia; Olea europwa ; 

Tecoma undulata; a spinous half-shrubby Convolvulus ; Ehretia 
spera; Adhatoda vasica; Vitex negundo, Lantana alba (Fy 
ilvadora ; Populus alba, P. euphratica, Salix babylonica ; Celtis 
colar Ficus caricoides; Ephedra; and Chamzrops Ritch- 


jana. 
The herbaceous vegetation found in this region, like the ordmary 
-herba of the Punjab and North-West Provinces, shows ‘a 
striking resemblance to that of Europe; indeed the genera and 
even the species are in many cases identical with those of Britain, 
as will at once be seen from the following list :—Ranuneulus 
arvensis, HK. seeleratus, R. muricatus, R. aquatilis, Adonis xstivalis, 
Del hinium penicillatum ; Papaver cornigerum, FP. lavigatum, 
P. dubium Fumaria parviflora ; Goldbachia laevigata, Sisymbrium 
ino, Malcolmia africana, M. sp., Notoceras sp., ‘and three other 
Cruciferm (we were, however, too late for many of this family, the 
plants of which in this past of India | lly precede those of 
most others 7 eSPane) Oligomeris g cescens ; Cleome ruta, 
C. linearis, C. sp. ; Viola ; Polygala cs Silene leysseroides, . 
ee viscosum; Linum strietam; Euphorbia hypericifolia, 
EK. thymifolia, Andrachne telephioides, Crozophora ——— 
Malva parviflora, M. sylvestris ; Corchorus : 
; Oxalis corniculata; Fagonia cretica, preeir bartiales 
‘Tribulus terrestris ; Trigonella j incisa, Melilotus parviflora, Medi- 
maculata, M. ‘denticulata, Lathyrus aphaca, Astragalus sp, 5 
oe other osicaabmaeagh Potentilla supma ; Cucumis sp. ; 
Portulaca rapa rularia rubra, 8. marina, Cometes sp. ; 
rygia trianthemo Peamm ton biternatum, Pimpinella sp. ; 
Jmbellifere ; Galium aparine ; 
aloes at la sr Trichorye or 
Tisha egans, otia tia lanceolata, ri ne caulifiora, Lactuca 
auriculata, Aplotaxis candicans, Cousinia calcitrapeformis, Cen- 
taurea caleitrapa Mierorhynchus nudicaulis, Sonchus arvensis, 
Eclipta erecta, Filago germanica, Scorzonera, n. sp. (?), Blumea 
sp., and Echinops sp.; Samolus Valerandi, Anagallis arvensis; 
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Rhazya stricta; Periploca aphylla, Orthanthera viminea, Penta- 
tropis microphylla, Boucerosia sp., and two other Asclepiadaces ; 
Convolvulus pluricaulis, C. arvensis; Heliotropium europeum, 
Hi. brevifolium, H. ramosissimum, Arnebia echioides, Lycopsis 
arvensis, Cynoglossum sp. and Asperugo (?); Withania somni- 
fera, W. coaculans, Solanum nigrum, 5, Jacquini, 5. gracilipe (7), 
Scopolia praealta SF pecans ramosissima, L, cabulica, L, sp. ; 
Veronica agrestis, V. anagallis, Herpestis monniera; Dicliptera 
Roxburghiana (7); Verbena officinalis, Lippia nodiflora ; seven 
Labiate, including Lycopus europeus, Lallemantia Royleana, 
Salvia pumila, and 58. sp.; Plantago major, P. lanceolata, P. 
a mula, P. eriantha (7), and other two Plantagos; twelve species 
of Salsolacex, including Panderia pilosa, Atriplex laciniata, Salsc la 
kali, Anabasis multiflora, Caroxylon fostidum, G. Griffithi, Cheno- 
podium album, C. hybridum, and Halocharis sp. ; Pupalia lappacea, 
Achyranthes aspera, Airua javanica; Boerhaavia procumbens, B. 
repanda (?), and B.sp.; Polygonum barbatum, Rume vesicaria ; 
Thymelwa arvensis ; Fsakilec tenacissima: Allium leptoph yin 
Asparagus sp.; ‘Typha angustifolia, Of grasses about 40 species, 
including the following: Andropogon involutus, A, Bladhu, A. 
ischemum, A. sp. Panicum maximum, and two other species, 
Pennisetum Sennbrciina: P. araneogum, Aristida setacea, and two 
others, Eragrostis cynosuroides, and two others, Heteropogon con- 
tortus, Digitaria sanguinalis, Se ay oR egyptiacum, Bromus 
mollis, Eleusine flagellifera, Cynodon dactylon, Koehleria cristata, 
K. sp.; Imperata Kornigii, Avena fatua, Cymbopogon iwarancusa, 
Agrostis alba and two others, Phalaris canariensis, Chloris sp. 
Lolium temulentum, Sporobolus sp., Saccharum sp., Arundo karka, 
Nardus stricta, Rottbollia hirsuta, two species of Stipa, Polypogon 
monspeliensis, and one species each of Pappophorum, Chrysopogon, 
Phleum, and Cenchrus ; Eriophorum comosum, Scirpus maritimus, 
Cyperus niveus, C. exaltatus, C. rotundus; Adiantum capillus 
veneris ; and Equisetum debile. 

In regard to the second (inner or upper) zone, it is worthy of 
remark that, although abundance of large forest-trees would have 
been found even in the most western Himalaya, at heights much 
under that which we have reached (8000 feet above the sea), yet 
the largest plants we met with in Wuzeeristin were species of 
Quercus, which in strictness could only be called sud-arboreous, 
being very seldom indeed “more than three times the height of a 
man. ubtless numerous pines and other large trees were 
visible on Peer Ghul, but probably none lower than 9000 feet, 
and these we cannot take into our estimate, as we did not reach 
that mountain.- This fact of the absence of large tress. peavey 
: depends in part on the aridity of this tract of country, and in part 
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The following is a list of the predominant arbusculi, shrubs, 
and climbers of this region :— Lies 
Four species of Clematis, including C. grata and C. montana ; 
Berberis Lycium; Buxus sempervirens ; Berchemia, nm. =p. ; 
Sageretia sp.; Zizyphus vulgaris; Rhus cotinus, Pistacia tere- 
binthus ; eAwardsin mollis, Indigofera, and two spinous Astragalt; 
Cotoneaster vulgaris, C. rotundifolia, C. sp. ; Prunus armeniaca, 
Amygdalus persica, Spirea Lindleyana, Rubus fruticosus, Crategus, 
sp.; Rosa sp.; Punica granatum; Lonicera quinquelocularis, 
L. sp.; Viburnum cotinifolium, Abelia triflora ; Gardenia tetra- 
sperma; Olea europwa, Fraxinus xanthoxyloides, Syringa sp.; 
Feaaninuve revolutum, J. officinale; Buddwa crispa; Da ahne 
oleoides; Quercus ilex ; Q. laxiflora (?), Salix babylonica; Celtis 
lensis, C. caucasica; Ficus caricoides; Ephedra. One para- 
site, Viscum album, was common on oak and olive at various 


The more prominent herbs were as follows :— 

Ranunculus letus, R. arvensis, Delphinium camptocarpum (7), 
Adonis estivalis, Aquilegia vulgaris, Thalictrum =P feratocephalus 
faleatus; Hypecoum procumbens, Fumaria Pee ora ; nine species 
of Cruciferm, including Barbarea vulgaris, ‘Thlaspi arvense, 2 eshia 
paniculata, Lepidium draba, Arabis arenosa, Sisymbrium sophia, 
and Nasturtium sp.; Viola serpens; Polygala elezans (7); Silene 
conica, Stellaria media, Cerastium viscosum, Acanthophyllum gp., 
Dianthus sp.; Euphorbia helioscopia, E. sp.; Malva parvitlora ; 
Erodium cicutarium, Geranium nepalense, G. sp.; Impatiens sp. ; 
Oxalis corniculata ; Astragalus tribuloides, and other four Astragali, 
Trigonella incisa, T. Emodi, Vicia sativa, V. sp; Medicago 
Leguminose ; Fragaria indica, F. vesea, Potentilla eupina, and 
other two species, Sanguisorba sp. ; Sedum adenotrichum ; Saxifraga 
ligulata ; Bupleurum marginatum, Prangos sp. (?), and other three 
Umbellifers ; Rubia cordifolia, Galium tricorne (7), and G_ aparine; 
Seabiosa succisa ; Morina Wallichiana, Valeriana Ps Valerianella 
o; twenty-six species of Compositz, peniat | e following— 

uaphalium multiceps, G. Pi Cousinia sp.; Phagnalon denticu- 
F 








latum, Serratula pallida, Diplopappus molliusculus, Carduus 
nutans, Cirsium arvense, Francocuria crispa, Filago germanica, 
Aplotaxis candicans, ‘Taraxacum officinale, Cichorium intybus, 
Othonna sp., Xanthium strumarium, Bidens pinnata, Blumea sp., 
Senecio sp., Saussurea sp., and Artemisia lacimata(?); two species 
of Campanula; Androsace incisa, ete ole 
toxicum sp.; Convolvulus arvensis, C.sp.; Lithogpermum ary 
Rochelia stellulata, Nonnea Edgewort! Hf Onvesia ; Hyoseyamus 
niger, Datura stramonium, Solanum nigrum; Veronica biloba, 
VY. agrestis, V. anagallis, Serophularia cabulica, 8. decomposita, 
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Verbaseum th Linaria cabulica, Le bdos parviflora ; 


Verbena officinalis ; twenty-one species of Labiate, including two 
of Mentha, Scutellaria. linearis, 5. sp. Ajuga par iflora, ‘Thymus 
sp. (?}, Lycopus europaeus, Lallemantia Koyleana, Plectranthus 
rugosus, Lremostachys laciniata, Marrubium vulgare, Phiomis ep., 
Nepeta raphanorrhiza, Salvia glutinosa, 5. lanata, and three other 


‘Salvia ; Statice sp. ; Plantago major, P. lanceolata; Chenopodium 


: | virgatum ; Polygonum aviculare, P. flaceidum ; 
Carnsbie eativa, Urtica sp. ; rage plantago; three species of 
Liliacew ; Juncus glaucus, J. articulatus ; Cephalanthera ensifolia ; 
sixteen species of grasses, including /Zgilops sp., Andropogon 
involutus, A. sp., Bromus mollis, Dactylis glomerata, Chloris sp., 
Digitaria sanguinalis, Sporobolus sp., Hordeum sp, Keehleria sp., 
two species of Melica, Apluda geniculata, Anthistiria sp., Agrostis 
alba, and a Saccharum ; Cyperus nivens, Malacochzte pectinata, 
Fimbristylis sp., Scirpus maritimus, and three Carices ; Adiantum 
capillus veneris, Pteris longifolia, and Equisetum debile. | 

In reviewing the vegetation of this upper district, it is remark- 
able that most of the shrubs are identical with Himalayan plants, 
the number of northern and western forms (including Ephedra and 
some of the species of Quercus, Celtis, and Rhus) being very small ; 
whereas of the herbaceous —s as in the lower zone, a large 
proportion are western and European species. 

In all rather more than 400 species of plants were collected 
between Tak and Bunnoo, about 10 of these being wood-climbers, 
shrubs, or sub-arboreous, the rest herbaceous ; but as many of the 
species have yet to be identified, I can give no more minute 
analysis than the above. 

The proportion of grasses, in all 50 species, is large, being 
about one-eighth of the plants collected; but if we exclude them, 
the number of endogens, including the single orchid, is strikingly 
small, and depends in part, like the absence of forest-trees and the 
scarcity of ferns, on the deficiency of moisture. | 

For the manifold imperfections of these notes on Wuzeeristan, 
apology as regards the botanical part will be hardly necessary to 
those who have botanised in unexplored districts, beyond the 
possibility of reference to libraries and herbaria ; and I have 
thought it better to insert even my few notes on the geology of 
the country than to leave the subject quite untouched. 

As regards identifications of plants, I have im general only 


trusted myself where my data were pretty sure; and I venture to. 
think that my errors in this respect will be found to be more of 


omission than of commission. 
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XXITL— Notes to accompany Shetch-Maps of the Zulw and 
Amatonga Countries, and of the Country between Aliwal, North, 
and Natal.* By Joun Sanperson, Esq. 


Tue Map of the Zulu and Amatonga countries is compiled 
cliefly from sketches and oral information obtained from m 

brother, Mr, Septimus Sanderson, and the late Mr. Henry F. 
Paxton, both of whom have spent much time in the country and 
traversed it in various directions. ~The coastline I have laid down 
from the positions of the principal points as given in the East India 
Directory, edition 1855, which professes to give Captain Owen's 
observations corrected. In reference to these [ ought to remark 
that Owen's St. Lucia does not agree with that of other observers, 
and is, perhaps, too far to the southward. ‘The River Kosi, or 
Gold Bons River, which he places im lat. 26° 55° 5. and 
long. 32° 53° £., and which is made to flow into the sea about the 
same position in numerous maps I have met with, is undoubtedly 





the Mkuzi, which on four or five independent and trustworthy . 


authorities I have no hesitation in stating flows, or at least a few 
yaa ago flowed, into the lake at the head of St. Lucia Bay. 

[r. Paxton, too, in a note upon a sketch in my possession, markg 
that part of the country as traversed by “no running streams.” 
Af the same time I think all the accounts may be reconciled by a 
report mentioned by my brother, “that since the floods of April, 
1896, the Mkuzi had burst out to the sea in a direct line.” If this 
report 13 correct, the river has, in all probability, only resumed a 
former channel. Such an occurrence is by no means singular or 
een tare on this line of ye The same floods caused the river 
| :3, be i to discharge itself for a time into the Bay of Natal, 3 or 
4 miles south of its former outlet, inundating in rl course eer 
the town of D'Urban. I am farther informed that the mouth of 
St. Lucia Bay itself, which I have laid down from a sketeh by 
Mr. William Rider, was much altered by the mass of water 


brought down by the Mkuzi in the month referred to. The prin- 


RR Aitidistinge Cotiitie3 caved psn nl ta ortiges A 
tilopted fF native names is regulated on the principle of every lever weeag ate 
soa ply ae with one uniform sound, To this the only exceptions (mex 


Frames are to te aiscalad on the penultimate syllable: the apparent 


pte adh rule, Mulas', Ibis’, Mulalas’, &e., are properly Mulasi, Mulas/, 
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cipal outlet, I am told, is now where the “sand-hill, 100 feet 
high,” is laid down, that sand-hill bemg almost entirely swept 
away, and a bank left between the old and the new mouths. In 
fact, all along the coast lakes and pools are formed, which in 
freshets are frequently connected with each other, and the various - 
rivers adjacent ; and circumstances, impossible to determine before- 
hand, may cause an old channel to be closed up, and a new one 
opened for the several streams, ‘The general course of most of the 
rivers from the Zulu ey to the Cape colony is from north-west 
to south-east, while in nearly every instance the opening into the 
sea is at right angles to this course, and directed towards the 
north-east. A sandbar is almost invariably formed outside, and 
these banks in dry seasons becoming attached to the mainland and 
gradually acquiring height, frequently enclose lagoons of several 
miles in length. Heavy rains bring down and deposit trunks of 
trees, reeds, and other dtbris, on the sandbanks at one spot, and 
at another undermine them, and thus divert the mouth from point 
to point often miles apart. 

Mr. Rider went to St. Lucia in July, 1853, in charge of a little 
cutter, the Liverpool, but, from being unacquainted with the proper 
channel, got aground at the point marked | at the entrance to the 
bay. He remained in the neighbourhood for nearly five months, 
shooting sea-cows (the colonial name for the hippopotamus), which 
then were, and I believe still are, numerous; and encamping suc- 
cessively at the points marked 1, 2, 3, and 4, besides cruising 
about the upper bay or lake, and sailing up the Mkuzi to a dis- 
tance of 30 miles. Mr. Edmondstone, with a party, proceeded to 
double that distance in a boat. 

Although both sheets of water are termed “the Bay " by 
traders, it will be more correct to confine that designation to the 
lower, and style the upper, which is fresh water, and unaffected by 
tides, “ the Lake.” whe entrance to the bay was, at the time of 
Mr. Rider's visit, about 50 feet across at low water, with 12 feet 
water at spring-tide ; the rise and fall being 4 feet 6 inches, and 





time of high water at full and nee at 4 o'clock. The point 


marked B is a rocky angle in the channel, abounding in oysters, 
distant about 2 miles, and bearing about north three-quarters east 
by compass from the entrance at A, Camp No. 3 bears about 
north-east three-quarters east from B, distant about 20 mules. 
Camp No. 4 is 1} to 2 miles from B, From No. 3 to the mouth 
of the Mkuzi bears about north-east by north, and is a distance of 
about 5() miles. The tide does not flow above the three channels 


pear No. 3. Of these the western one is about 20 feet wide, with 


a depth of 12 feet, and flows between stee hanks. The mid- 
channel is not so deep, but is 200 yards in wid! while the eastern 
one, 150 yards or so in width, is still shallower, in some places not 
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exoceding 4 or 5 feet in depth. ‘The lake is about 25 miles in 
width at the broadest part, but its average depth does not exceed 
9 feet, with a muddy bottom. Goose Point is much frequented by 
wild geese in large flocks, Hell's Gate is merely a name given to 
a point in the lake where the reeds from the eastern side so nearly 
approach the western shore as only to leave a narrow channel, 

Phe mouth of the river Umifllosi is distant about 5 miles from 
the entrance to the bay at A, while at a similar distance to the 
southward along the sea-shore is a little bight enclosed by a reef 
of rocks, and affording shelter and anchorage for small boats in 
a-fathom water. Nearly abreast of this, at 2 miles from the 
shore, the letter C will be found marked in the sketch, from which 
a point, probably Captain Owen's Cape Vidal, bears north-east by 
east, distant about 25 miles. These particulars are furnished mie 
by Mr. Rider from memory. When on the spot, however, he made 
careful drawings and observationa, copies of which he furnished to 
the Post-Oifice at Port Natal, and which have in all probability 
been transmitted to the Admiralty, together with the soundings on 
Morley Bank, which Mr, Rider also tells me he was the first 
accurately to examine and sound. He found much lesa water on 
the bank than had been previously supposed, and this probably led 
to the Hermes being despatched to survey it on her visit to Natal 

Panda, the chief of the Zulus, is at constant foud with the Ama- 
tonga, over whom, indeed, he claims sovereignty. Since the 
massacre at the Tugela in 1855, when Umbulazi and several other 
of Panda’s sons were killed, the contest for the succession has lain 
sae Ketshwayo decuper gle ged and Oham, sons of P: 

y¥ different mothers, but of about the same ace Each, besides 
being almost supreme in his own district, has sdhesents scattered 
throughout the country; but Panda is said to-have nominated 
Ketshwayo as his successor, and, on the whole, the chances are 
believed to be in his favour, A struggle, however, is constantly 
threatening, and will probably take place on the decease of Panda, 
If not before. : 

Country between Aliwal North) and Natal—It had long | 
8 tradition in Natal that the Uyses, and othera of the oariy Dou 
“settlers, had entered the district, descending the Drakensberg at a 
Sama ne to the southward of the usual passes—Dp Beer's and 

“zu & «A few years ago a false report of the di: overy 
ld ig at Smithfield caused a good deal of excitement in Nats 





and a subscription was entered into with a view to reward any one 
who should er or make known an available Waggon-road to 


the free state by the route named. An exploring 1 was also 
Sent out by the Natal Government ; but, although they d aheast 
ii 
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‘dant sport with the numerous herds of game, they were unsuc- 
ecssful in the ostensible purpose of the expedition. Meanwhile 
the excitement died away, and little farther was heard about the 
short Toute to the Cape Colony and the free state, until Mr. 
William Newling, a former resident in Natal, but who had latterly 
been living in Aliwal, on the Orange River, determined, if ic 
ticable, to return by this route, and induced Mr. James Wilson 
and Mr. Herbert Merrick to accompany him. Having met with 
the whole party in Maritzburg a day or two after their arrival, I 
wrote the following notes from Mr. Newling’s dictation, and made 
a sketch under his eye, a copy of which I be herewith to hand 
the Society. I do not accurately know the position of Aliwal, but 
Sinithfield I have laid down in lat, 30° 10’ s., and long. 26° 50’ E., 
from an observation communicated to me by Mr. Robert Moffatt, 
jun. Government-Surveyor. Mr. Newling having informed me 
that he had not seen the Witteberg, the Stormberg, and the’ 
Zuurberg, with the rivers rising in them, correctly laid down in 
any map whieh had fallen in his way, [ have included them in the 
same sketch, 


& Meworanpum of information received from Mr. William New- 
ling of a Journey on horseback from Aliwal, on the Orange 
River, to Pieter-maritzburg, Natal. 


“Starting from Aliwal and travelling eastward on the south 
bank of the Orange River, at a distance of about 36 miles (six 
hours), you reach Austin's, the Superintendent of the Native 
Reserve, situated at the Western extremity of the Wittebergen. 
Keeping to the north of this range, which runs to the eastward and 
joins the Drakensberg, you cross successively the bamboo and 
sterk sprints, with a low spur of the Wittebergen between them, 
the distance being 12 to 15 miles from Austin’s to the latter 
stream. Still keeping eastward, with the Orange River on the 
left and the Wittebergen on the right, to a distance of 15 or 18 
miles, you cross the Telli, or Tees Hiver, immediately above its 
junction with the Orange River. ‘The course of the latter is now 
somewhat more from the north-east, until at a distance of about 
15 miles from the Telli it bends nearly due north, receiving At 
about this point the Maziuyo from the east or south-east. Here 
you leave dhs Oxege River, crossing twice a bend of the Maziuyo, 
which rises in the Drakensberg, about 5 or 6 miles above the 
second crossing, This range of mountains runs, from the point at 
which you cross it, on the right nearly due south, on the left to the 
north-east, As you deseend from the mountain oe npes, 
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small stream running parallel with your course on the left, and 
rising in the mountains at a point close by the source of the 
Maziuyo. As it rung eastward it receives several tributary streams 
from the north-west, and forms the Enchanecha, which you cross 
about 24 miles from the top of the range. On the farther bank, 
where you cross, a mountain begins, and runs south-east. You 
round its north-western extremity, and, skirting its north-eastern 
face, reach Nehemiah’s place [a son of boakcgh' On the left isa 
Mie ain with isolated hills, abounding in game, and known as 
Wildebeeste Vlachte, or.Gnu-Flat. Once more taking a course 
nearly due enst, you cross the Umzimvubo, or St. John's River, 
which is joined about 30 miles below Nehemiah’s by the Encha- 
necha, both having a generally south-casterly course from their 
rise oe ikensber a Your course . oo he com- 
paratively high ground through which the Umzimvubo flows, for 
about 10 eile, over a fiais ad then down a gentle slope, a spur 
of the Drakensberg, to the eastward, with a élightly northern 
inclination, until you reach a settlement of Hottentots on the Ibis. 
River. One of them, Piet, formerly in the employment of Mr. 
G. C, Cato at Port Natal, was very hospitable. From this point, 
where you join the main road between | ‘ing William's Town and 
Natal, you cross the Ibis, and your course is nearly due north to 
the Umzimkulu, a distance of about 15 miles, 

“ By this route Aliwal is distant from Port Natal about twenty- 
one days’ trek (journey) with a waggon. It is passable for a light 
Waggon now, and could at a moderate expense be opened up for 
heavy traffic, The distance is about the same as to Algoa Bay, 
‘twenty-one days’ trek, but Hear esdae pe of having better 
grass and being better watered, as well as less liable to inter- 
ruption from the rivers, which on this route fall much more rapidly, 

“Mr. Newling and his companions started on the 4th Janu Y; 
1860, arriving at Maritzburg on the evening of the 19th, after twe 
or three stoppages from heavy rains.” 

To the above notes I have to add that the Rev, Horatio Pearse 
soon after the above dates started from Pieter-Maritzburg in a light 






Waggon, and ascended the Drakensberg by this route, return- 
ing by Harrismith and the northern passes. An account of his 
uirmey appeared shortly after in the * Natal Courier’ * 


* See Mr. Sanderson's: Paper on the Orange Ri : , i 
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XXIV.—Diary of Mn. Jony M‘Douats Srvuant’s Explorations 
to the North of Murchison Range, in 20° s. Lat., 1860-61. 
Read, November 245, 1861, 


Wednesday, April 17, 1861.—Quartz Hill, West Mount Blyth. 
Started at 795 AM., on a bearing of 70°. We again bie 
quartz hills running as yesterday; the spinifex still continuing, 
with a little grass, until we came within a mile of the hills in th 
Murchison Range ;7 finding some water, I camped, and gave the 
horses the rest of the day to recruit. Some of them are looking 
very bad, and, if I push them too much, I shall have to leave a 
few behind. Last night, after sundown and during the night, we 
had a few slight showers of rain and a great deal of thunder and 
lightning, mostly from the south-west. About eleven to-day the 
clouds all cleared away. About a mile before camping, we ob- 
served the ground covered with numerous native tracks; also that 
_a number of the gum-trees were stripped of their bark all round. 

Thursday, April 15.—West Mount Blyth. Started at 740 avor., 
same bearing, across the Murchison Ranges, in which we found 
great difficulty. On the north-east side of Mount Blyth we found 
a large gum-creck of permanent water and camped. I have 
named this Ann Creek. I then rode to the highest point of the 
range, taking Thring with me, to see if there is any rising ground 
to the north-west by which I may cross the gum-plain. TI ecouldsee 
no rise—nothing but a line of dark green wood on the horizon. 
We had great difficulty in getting to the top, the rocks being so 
apblapere In coming down the eastern side we were gratified 
vy the sight of a beautiful waterfall, upwards of one hundred feet 
high, composed of columns of basaltic rock—its form two sides of 
a triangle, the water coming over the angle. Wind se. 

Friday, April 19.—Ann Creek. Started at 745 Ast, on a 
course 324°, towards Mount Samuel. The country the same as I 
have described on my previous journey. After sundown arrived 
at Goodiar Creek ; one of the horses done up, had to leave him 
a little distance back—he is unwell. On leaving the Murchison 
Range we crossed a number of quartz reefs and hills running east 
and south-west. Wind ss.x. 

Saturday, April 2U.—Goodiar Creek. Three horses missing 
this morning, in consequence of the scarcity of feed; the horse 

© Mr. Stuart has since succeeded in crossing the continent from Adelaide to 
Wao Diemen Gulf. He left Adelaide October 26, 1861, followed his previous 
Sitss on Ven Diemen Gil, July 25, 1803, Tavieg peroemed kis fecenay the 
Barth coast in ning months, He retarned to Adelnile alter an abecate of twelve 
t See vol. xxxi, of ‘Journal’ of Royal Geographical Society for maps, &c,—Eo, 
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left behind last night is bronght in; he looks very bad indeed. 
About 11 Ac. the other horses were found, brought in, and sad- 
dled, and we proceeded on a ».N.w. course for Bishop Creek, but 
found the unwell horse too ill to proceed farther than Tennant 
Creek, where we camped, there being plenty of water and feed. 
Two natives were seen by Masters this morning, when in search of 
the horses; he could not get them to come near him. Wind sw. 

Sunday, April 21.—Tennant Creek. Wind from south-west, 
a few clouds: from cast. 

Monday, April 22.—Tennant Creek. The horse that is un- 
well still looking very ill, I must do a short journey with him 
to-day. Started at 7°30 a.w., course 21°, for Bishop Creek, and . 
at 12 miles made it. I find that two of the horses are so weak 
that they are unable to go any farther without giving in; I have 
therefore camped, giving them the remainder of the day to recruit. 
ere smokes are all around us, but at some distance off, 

‘ind E. 

Tuesday, April 23.—Bishop Creck. It is late before we can 
get a start to-day, in consequence of one of the horses conceali 
imself in the creek. He is an unkind brute; we have en 
trouble with him in that respect—he is constantly hiding himself 
somewhere or other, Started at 9°30 a.M., on a course of 17°, to 
cross Short Range. Found plenty of water in Phillip Creek; 
the grass on the banks and the plains where it empties itself is 
: lc 24 feet long, At for the scythe to go into, and an abun- 

nt crop of hay could be obtained, We then crossed the range 
a little north of where I passed before, and found some slight 
difficulty. After descending we struck cap mag pamedg 
E ; j F 





cK ‘ich Ponds, and is a tributary to Hayward C 
| plenty of water, and camped at 3 : 
Wind 5.x. | 

Wednesday, April 24,—Hayward Creek. Started at 7-40 acm. ; 
course, 17°, At 9-30 changed to 14° 30' west of north, and at 
12°50 arrived at Attack Creek ; camped at the same place that 1 
did on my former journey. ‘Tracks of natives about, but we have 
seen none of them. I kept about a mile to the west of my former 
track, and found the country much more open; 6 miles is poor, 
pret Meron scrub and spinifex mixed with grass. The banks 
of both creeks for two or three miles are splendidly covered with 
grass, in some pl over the horses’ heada, Four of the horses 
are ill, and looking very bad indeed. Wind s.w. 

rst! Gs we 29.—Attack Creek. Started at 7°50 A.m., on 
& course of 204°, to top of the range, which I have named Whit- 
tington Range, after William S. Whittington, Esq., of Adelaide. 
At 6 miles reached the top, At 9-50 changed to north-west, and 
at 11°30 struck a large gum-creek running east, with large water- 
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holes in it. At about 200 yards erosed it again, running to the 
west, and shortly afterwards crossed it again, running to the east. 
This being our first new discovery, I have honoured it by calling it 
Morphett Creek, after the Hon. John Morphett, Chief Seeretary. 
We then ascended another portion of the range, and continued 
along a spur on our course. ‘This range presents quite a new 
feature, in having gums growing on the top and all round it; itis 
composed of masses of ironstone, granite, sand, and limestone, and 
in some places white marble. ‘The view to the east and south-east 
8 apparently thick wood or scrub; to the north-east another range, 
Not being on the highest part I could not see the other points; 
. the course of it is about x.x.w. Thinking that the creek we had 
passed might break through a low part of the range, whieh I 
could see to the north-west, at 10 miles I changed to west, and 
crossed to the other range, but found the dip of the country to the 
south. We could find no water; traced the creck to the sonth- 
east for 2 miles, found some water, and camped. The range is 
very rough and stony, covered with spinifex ; but the creeks are 
een grassed, Native smoke to east. ‘This is one of the 
sources 0 sitet Creek, and flows to the east; it is as large, 
if not larger, than Attack Creek, and, in all probability, contains 
waterholes quite as fine to the eastward. Lat. 18° 50' 40", 
friday, April 26.—Morphett Creek, At 8 Act. started on a 
course of JOP to cross the north-west part of the range. At 9-30 
changed to 316° 40' to a clear hill. At 10°30 passed through a 
grassy plain, with gum-trees, At 11:45 on the top of the last 
ne At 3 p.m. changed to 340° to come large gum-trees, to see 
if there is a creek, At two miles came upon a small creck, 
coming from a large grassy plain, which lies to the east of our 
track. Followed it down in search of water for three miles, but 
could find none, Run it out into a grassy plain, with gum-trees. 
I then returned to where I left the party, followed it up into the 
large grassy plain for about one mile, but, finding no appearance 
of water, camped after sundown. ‘This plain ia of the samo de- 
seription as John's Plain, that I met with on my former journey 
to the north-east of Bishop Creek—a large og plain covered 
with grass, and with only a few bushes on it. ‘The journey to-day 
has been very rough and stony—mostly over rises of the range, 
which we have not yet got clear of, It is covered with spinifex, 
m-trees, and me The creeks ron a short diztance from the 
hills, and form small grassy plains. Not a drop of water have we 
passed to-day, nor is there the appearance of any on before ua, I 
shall be compelled to fall back to-morrow to the water of last 
night. Four of the horses, I am afraid, will not be able to get 
there. 1 must try more to the uorth, and endeavour to Dict one 
the plains, and get amongst the creeks, ‘There is no hope of suc- 
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cess on this course. The country has now the appearance of 
summer, All the grass being quite dry, the rain we have had 
below does not seem to have reached thus far. It must be the 
midsummer rains that supply thia part of the country. Lat, 
18° 38". Wind FE. 

Saturday, April 27.—Grassy Plains. Started at 7:10 a., 
course 110°, to the other side of the plain, At 4 miles came upon 
a small creek running towards the north; I followed it down to 
the north. .At 3 miles came upon a fine large creek, coming from 
the south-east, with plenty of water; returned to the party, took 
them down to the fae creek on north course, and at 3 miles 
camped. Two of the horses are nearly done up. Wind 8.x. 
ee aa 28,—Tomkinson Creck, Sent Thring d 

unday, April 25.—Tomkinson Creck., Sent Thring down to 
examine and see how the creek runs—which | have named after 
S. Tomkinson, Esq., Manager of the Bank of Australasia, at Ade- 
laide. We have found many new plants and flowers, also some 
trees, one of which grows to a large sizeo—the | about a foot 
in diameter. The fruit is about the size and colour, and has the 
appearance, of plums; the bark is of a ‘colour, the foliage 
reset and devicaroen. Another 1s more of 5 lash. and has a bere 
peculiar appearance; the seed-vessel is about the size of an 
orange, but more pointed. When ripe it opens into four divisions, 
which look exactly like honeycomb inside, and in which the seeds 
are contained; they are about the size of a nut (the outside is 
very hard), The natives roast and eat them. The leaves resemble 
the mulberry, and are of a downy light-green. We haye obtained 
Fees 8. mye OL il he bean tree does of serin £0. BEN up 
uere. Mr, Kekwick, in looking for plants this morning, dis- 
- sa ai pet enn gen BO fp 
very tough), ear, and seed. It*grows 2 feet high. The seed 
small, but very much like wheat, both in shape and colour. At 
about 3 pat. Thring returned, having run the creck out into a 
large grassy plain. Its course is w.x.w. for about 9 miles; it 
then turns to west, and empties itself into the plain. There. is 
lenty of water about, but where it empties itself it becomes quite 
iry. ‘The native companion, the emu, and the sacred ibis are op 
this creek. The Spans is splendidly grassed. We have got to 
the north side of the V ‘hittington Ri: I will have to Jeave 
my two done-up horses here, and will get them when I return, 
The hills and rocks are of the same description as the first part of 
the range. - Winds. ; sun hot; but the nights and mornings are 
very cold. | 
ont 2th etre Hapeent Creek iad @ late start this 
MOTO, 1 Consequence of my having to a lunar ar i 
Started at 1030.1, At 2 miles changed to 330" apni 


‘. 
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At 2 miles met with a gum-creck, containing water. At 2-10 p.w. 
reached the top of the high hill; from this we could see a gum- 
creck. Started at 2-30 to examine it; found water, and camped 
at 4. Bearing from water to high hill, 110°, which I have named 
Mount Primrose, after John Primrose, Fsq., of North Adelaide. 
This water will last us six or eight weeks. ‘he country passed to- 
day has been mostly stony rises of the same description as the other 
parts of the range. The valleys have a light sandy soil, nearly all 
with spinifex Bin scrub, There is very little grass in the creck at 
this place ; its course at Mount Primrose is W.N.W.; on the other 
side of our camp it turns to south-west. ‘The view from the top of 
Mount Primrose is not extensive, except to the west and south- 
west, which appears to be thick wood or scrub. There are native 
smokes in that direction, ‘To the north and north-east I could eee 
two other grassy plains; beyond them is another stony ridge, which 
prevented my seeing farther than about 6 miles. T o the north- 
west are high rough hills, which continue round to south-west, and 
seem to be lost in the woody plain. Near the top of Mount 

rimrose we met with a scrub, ucalyptus demosa, about half a 
mile through. There is also the appearance of a high range in the 
far distance, towards the south-west, I trust this bad country will 
not continue much longer, Wind se. Lat, 18° 25" 

Puesday, April 30.—Carruthers Creek. The creek in which 
Wwe are now camped I have named Carruthers Creek, after John 
varruthers, Esq., of North Adelaide. Started at 8-50 A.M., Course 
339°, to another high hill. At 9-50 reached the top ; changed our 
course to another high hill. At 10°30 crossed a pum-creek running 
to south-west, with water in it. At 11°25 reached the top of the 
range; descended, and at 1-50 p.m. found a creek running from 

é range, with a splendid hole of permanent water situated under 
a cliff, where the creck leaves the ranges. It is very deep, with a 
rocky bottom, From the top of the range the country seems to be 
very thick, which Iam afraid is scrub: no high hills visible. ‘Lo 
the north of this the range ay to cease; I wish it had con- 
tinued for another 60 miles. ‘The country passed rien has been 
is rises coming from the range, very rough and rocky indeed. 
My horses’ shoes are nearly all Sue am obliged to let some BS 
_ Without ; wae have felt the last four rough days very much, 
Spinifex, scrub, and stunted gums all the day, with CER 
few tufts of grass ; this is very poor country indeed. Native smo 
still in south-east, The hills of the same formation as those we 
first came upon in entering the ranges from Attack Creek, This 
ereek I have named Hunter Creek, after Mr. Hunter, of Messra. 
Hunter, Stevenson, and Co,, of Adelaide. Camped. The horses 
seem very tired. Wind e, Lat. 18°17’, _ 

Wednesday, May 1—Hunter Creek. Started at 8 ALM. t 
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course 505°. At 845 crossed the Hunter, going south-west. It 


came round agam, and continued crossing our course thirteen times 
in 9 miles, after which it was lost in a large grassy and gum-plain. 
At 315 pa. changed to north; at 4°15 changed to east, over a 
scrubby plain: at 5°15 camped. The plain in which the creek 
loses itself bears south-west; the banks are beautifully grassed, but 
about a mile on either side the soil is sandy, with spinifex and 
serub, which continued for 9 miles; we then entered upon a scrub 
and grassy plain, Not finding a creek, or the least indication of a 
watercourse, and the scrub becoming very thick, with a new oemat 
tion of tree (which in pe we Baw et a in te “ i C 
bark is grey and rough, having a emall, da green leaf, shape 
like a butterf 's wing : it is a very handsome tree, with ieoise 
branches), I changed to north, to see if I could find water: but at 
3 miles we lost gums, the new tree taking their place, and 
heeoming very thick serub, with plenty of grass, but no sign of a 
watercourse. I again changed to east, in the hope of cutting one 
in that direction, At 14 miles again came upon small gums; and 
at 3 miles seeing neither creek nor any hope of getting water, 
ap The horses very tired. Wind light from w.x.w. Lat. 
18*3"' 19". 

Thursday, May 2.—Large scrubby and grassy plain. Started 
at 10 4.at., in consequence of some of the horses having strayed a 
long way to the east during the night; course 143° 30", back to 
Hunter Creek. I have taken a different course, to see if there is 
any creek that ie in plain nd water. For about 9 miles 
we passed over a splendidly grassed plain, with gum-trees, the new 
tree, and a number of all sorts of taiitsa: One part for about 3 
miles is subject to inundation, the tet nena ing thick 
on it. We then passed over about 2 miles of spinifex ‘an pris, ass, 
and again entered the grassy plain, which continwed to Hunter 
Creek. During the whole day we have not seen the shadow of a 
creek or watercourse; it is a great disappointment to be forced to 
return back from such good country through want of water, If 
there had been any sign of a watercourse, or if I eould have seCn 
any rising ground near our course, I would have gone on another 
day. I sent Wall to the top of the highest tree, to see if there is 
anything within view; he can see nc ung but the same description 
of plain. Jf my horses can travel toamorrow (the last three days 
have been so very hot that it has nearly done up some of them), I 
will try a course to the north, and ran down the creek, to sce if 
there is one that will lead me through this plain. If I could get 
to some nising ground, I think I should be all right ; but there is 
none visible, except the end of the range, which is lost sight of to 
= ‘alec Wind again 8.5, with a few clouds. Lat. 


ag ¢ May 3.—Hunter Creek. Started at 840 a.m., course 
eo", At iis (9 miles) came upon a creek, dry sandy bed. 
Searched for water, and at three-quarters of a mile to east found a 
nice hole; watered the horses, and proceeded on the same course, 
starting at 12. At 320 p.a. changed to 20° Nw. of B. The first 
10 miles was over a plain of gums, covered with grass 2 feet long ; 
the creek which we crossed and watered at empties here. We had 
then 6 miles of spinifex and a thick scrub of dwarf lance-wood, as 
fh as whalebone ; after that we entered upon another gum- 
plain, also splendidly grassed, which continued for 4 miles, when 
the gums suddenly ceased, and it became a large open plain to the 
rth as far as I could see. To the north-west is a small hill, with 
woody country around it ; to the north-east is a low range. Seeing 
no sppearance of water, I changed my course to 30° N. of &., to 
some high gums; and at 1 mile, finding none, I camped without 
it. This seems now to bea change of country, Tere is no tellir 
when or where I may get the next water on this course, so that I 
sball be compelled to go towards the range to-morrow to get some, 
and have a long day’s journey to the new country. The wind has 
been from £. all day. Lat. 17° 56' 40)", 4 
Saturday, May 4.—Sturt Plains. Started at 7-15 A.M., COUTEe 
east, to find water, At 3°20 pom. came upon a little creek, and 
found a small quantity of water, which we gave to the horses, 
Started again at 9 P.w., course south-east, following the creek to 
find more. At 14 mile found water, which will do us until 
Monday morning. I proceeded to the top of the range, to obtain 
a view of the country round, but was disappointed in its height ; 
from the plain it appeared higher than it really is, This range I 





have named Ashburton Range, after Lord Ashburton, President 


of the Royal Geographical Society, The point upon which I am 
at present is about 3 miles east of our camp, The view from 
south to north-west is over a wooded plain; from north-west to 
north isa large open plain, with scarcely a tree upon it. No range 


or high country visible in the far distance, except this range and a 


low rise to north-west. On leaving our last night's camp we passed 
over 3 miles of the plain, which is subject to inundation. There are 
numerous nasty holea in it, into which the horses were constantly 
stumbling; it is covered with splendid grass, and is as fine a 
country as I have ever crossed. ‘These plains I have named Sturt 
Plains, after the vencrable father of Australian exploration, and my 
respected commander of the expedition in 1845. Ashburton Range 
is composed of sandstone and ironstone, granite and a little quartz ; 
‘itis very rough and broken. Native tracks about here. Wind 
S.E. This creek I have named Watson Creek, after Mr. Watson, 
formerly of Clare. | | iim 
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Thring to the north, along the range, to see if there is permanent 
water; at § miles he Sa having found plenty. One large 
bole is about a mile from here; in another creek it is apparently 
permanent, having a rocky bed, <A flight of pelicans overhead 
to-day ; they seem to have come from the north-west, which course 
I will try to-morrow. Wind sz. Lat. 17° 58" 40", 

Monday, May 6,—Watson Creek, Ashburton Range. Started 
at 8°20 A.M., course 300°, to cross Sturt Plain. At 11 miles 
arrived at the hill which I-saw from Ashburton Range. It turned 
out to be the banks of what was once a fresh-water lake; the 
water-wash is quite distinet. It had small iron and limestone 
gravel, with sand and a great number of shells, worn by the sun 
and atmosphere to the thinness of paper, plainly indicating that it 
is Many years since the water had left them. Judging from the 
water-marks, the lake must have been about 12 feet deep in the 
plain. The eucalyptus is growing here. We then Lhasa over 
another open part of it for about 2 miles, when the dwarf eucalypti 

ain commenced, which continued until we camped at 21 miles ; 
the horses quite worn out. This has been the hardest and most 
fatiguing day's work we have had since starting from Chambers 
Creek ; for, from the time we left in the morning until we camped, 
we have had nothing but a succession of rotten ground, with large 
deep holes and cracks in it, caused at a former period by water, into 
which the poor horses have been constantly falling the whole day, 
running the risk of breaking their legs and our necks, the grass 
being so long and thick that they could not possibly see them before 
they were into them. I had a very severe fall into one of these 
holes; my horse came right over, and rolled nearly on top of me, 
I was fortunate enough to escape with little injury. Some of the 
shells resemble the cockle-shell, but are much longer, many of them 
being 3 or 4 inches long ; the others are of the shape of periwinkles, 
but six times as large ; both sorts are scattered over plain, which 
is completely matted with grass. The soil is a dark rich alluvial : 
and judging from the cracks and holes—some of which are of con- 
siderable depth—they are splendid plains, but not a drop of surface- 
water a we see upon them, nor a single che to indicate that there 
any. it was my mtention at starting to have gone on 30 mile 
but 1 find it quite impossible for the horses to ‘oanaie It sealid 
be madness to take them another day over such a country, when 
from the highest tree we can see no change. If I were to go another 
day and be without water, I would never be able to get one of the 
horses back, and in Cbability would lose the lives of the whole 
party. If 1 could see th least chance of finding water or a termj- 
nation of the plain, I would proceed and risk everything. I see 
there is no hope of my reaching the river by this course. I believe 
this gum-plain to be a continuation of the one I met with beyond 
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the Centre, and that it may continue to the banks of the Victoria. 
The features of the country are nearly the same ; the absence of all 
birds has a bad appearance. Day very hot. Wind se, Lat. 
17° 49". 

Tuesday, May 7.—Sturt Plains. Before sunrise this morning 
T sent Wail up @ tree, to see if any hills or rising grounds would be 
visible by ty av To the west, with a powerful telescope, he 
can just see the top of rising ground. As the grass is now quite 
dry, the horses feel the want of water very much; many of them 
are looking wretched, and I hardly think will be able to reach it. 
However reluctant, I must go back for the safety of the party. At 
3 P.M. arrived at the creek which Thring found about 1 mile to the 
north of my former camp, with the loss of only one horse, We had * 
to leave him a short distance behind: he would not move a step 
farther, although during a great part of the journey he had been 
carrying little or nothing. ‘This water will last two months at 
least ; feed good. It is inside the first ironstone rise in Ashburton 
Range, in a gum-creek which empties itself into the plains This 
creek I have named Hawker Creek, after James | awker, Eag., 
of Her Mossy Customs, at Port Adelaide. The day has been 
very hot. Winds. Lat 17° 58’, | 
“Wednesday, May 8.—Hawker Creek, Ashburton Range, I 
have sent Masters back to bring up the horse we left behind. 
Sturt Plains have been at one time the bed of a large fresh-water 
lake: our journey of the 6th instant was over the middle of it, and 
we were not at the end of it when I was forced to return; the same 
rotten ground and shells continued, although we had got amongst 
the eucalypti. I shall give the horses a rest to-day, and to-morrow 
will take the best of them (those that I had out on my former 
journey), and endeavour to cross the plain to the rising ground 
seen yesterday morning ; I shall take Thring and Woodforde, with 
seven horses and one week's provisions, may be fortunate enough 
to find some water, but from the appearance of the country I have 
little hope; I shall, however, Jeave nothing untried to accomplish 
the object of the Expedition, In the morning the horse we left 
behind could not be found: sent Masters and Sullivan in search of 
him; in the afternoon they returned with him, looking miserable, 
He had wandered away beyond the other camp. . 

Thursday, May 9—Hawker Creek, Ashburton Range. Starte 
at 7 aM. with Thring and Woodforde and seven horses, following 
our tracks through the rotten ground to the first eucalypti fur about 
12 miles, as it made it lighter for the horses, the tracks being 
beaten to that place, Changed our course to 282°, still journeying 
over Sturt Plains: at 27 miles arrived at the end of the portion 
of them that had been subject to inundation ; but there are still 
too many holes to be pleasant, I certainly never did see a more 
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splendid country for grass; in many places for miles it is above the 
horses’ knees. We entered upon red sandy soil, with spinifex and 
, from which we changed our bearing. The country became 
hickly studded with eucalypti, in one or two places rather open, but 
generally thick. After the 27 miles we again met with the new 
small-leaved tree, the broad-leaved mallee, the eucalypti, and many 
other scrubs. At sundown we camped; distance 33 iniles, but not 
a drop of water have we seen the a a day, or the least indication 
of its N Sipe I hope to-morrow we will be more fortunate and 
may find some. Wind s. | 
Friday, May 10.—Sturt Plains. This morning there *are a 
few birds about. Started ot 8°15 a.m., same course; at 10°30 
arrived on first top of rising ground seen from the camp of 7th in- 
stant, which turns out to be red sandhills covered with thick scrub. 
Changed our course to north-west, and at 11°15 arrived at the 
mere int: the view is very discouraging, nothing to be seen 
all round but sandhills of the same description, their course N.NLE. 
ands. to w.; no high hills or range to be seen through the tele- 
scope. Wecan see a long distance, seemingly all sandhills with 
scrub and stunted gums on them: the first ridge is about 200 feet 
above Sturt Plains, but farther to the west they are much lower, 
and become seemingly red, sandy, undulating table-land. There is 
no hope of reaching the Victoria on thiscourse. I would have gone 
on farther to-day had I seen the least chance of obtaining water 
to-night; but during the grantes part of yesterday and to-day we 
have met with no birds that frequent country where it is, plainh 
indicating that we are not in the proximity of it. Both yesterday el 
to-day have been excessively hot, and the country very heavy, which 
cause my horses to feel the want of water very much, although they 
are of the best of the lot é, and most of them have been out on m 
previous Journeys and are accustomed to privations; they even fee 
it more than I expected, Could I have obtained water last night 
or this morning before leaving the plains, I would have tried 60 
miles of the sandy country ; I do not think it will continuea ereater 
distance than that before a change takes place. From this point I 
can set 29 miles without anything like a change; to go on how 
with such a prospect and such heavy country before me, would 
only be sacrificing our horses and our own lives without a hope of 
suceess—the horses having already come 45 miles without a drop 
of water, and over as heavy a country as was ever travelled on. _ 
have therefore, with reluctance, made up my mind to return to the 
camp and try it again farther north, where I may have a chance 
of rounding the sandhills; the dip of them from here seems to 
be ssw. Turned back, and at 13 miles camped on Sturt Plains, 
where there is green grass for the horses. Wind s. . 
Saturday, May 11.—Sturt Plains, At dawn of day started 
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for the camp; arrived at 2 pr. It waa fortunate T did not go on 
farther, for some of the horses were scarcely able to reach it—a few 
more hours and | should have lost half of them; the day has been 
so hot that it has nearly knocked them all up: found the reat of 
the party all right at the camp. We had a job to keep the horses 
from injuring themselves by drinking too much water: - gave them 
a little three separate times, tied them up for twenty minutes, and 
then gave them a good drink and drove them off to feed - they 
‘took a few mouthfuls of grass, and were hack again almost imme- 
diately, and continued to do so nearly all the afternoon; they drank 
4M itimense quantity. Wind s. 

Sunday, May 12.—Hawker Creek, Ashburton Ran e. My old 
horses that were out with me before look very well this morning, 
but the others; whose first trip of privation this has been, are lookin 
very bad indeed ; they could not have gone another night without 
water—it has pulled them down terribly. Yesterday, while Masters 
was looking for the horses, he saw what appeared to him tobea 
piece of wood stuck upon a tree, about 24 feet long, sharp at both = 
ends, broad at the bottom, and shaped like a canoe ; having pulled | 
it down, he found it to be hollow: on the top of it were placed a 
number of pieces of bark, and the whole bound firmly round with 

sa-cord ; he undid it, and found the skull and bones of a child 
within, Mr. Kekwick brought it to me this morning for my inspee- 
tion: it certainly is the finest piece of workmanship T have ever | 
seen executed by natives. It is about 12 inches deep and 10 wide, 
tapering off at the ends; «mall lines are cut along both sides of it: 
it has been cut out of a solid piece of wood with some sharp instri- 
ment; it is exactly the model of a canoe. I told him to do it u 
again and replace it as it was found : if it is here when I return, [ 
will endeavour to take it to Adelaide with me. Winds variable, 
A few clouds about. 

Monday, May 13.—Hawker Creek, Ashburton Range. Started 
at 8 a.m., course 360°. At 5 miles crossed the large gum-tree 
ereck, with water, that Thring found : proceeded along the side of 
Sturt Plains: at 10 miles ascended the north point cf Ashburton 
Range ; descended, and the country became wd # cand with spinifex, 

im-tree, the new-leaved tree, and other shrubs very thick; at 

LS miles gained the top of another stony rise; followed three creeks 
down in search of water; found a little, but not sufficient for us; 
followed it still farther down, leading us to the south for about 
6 miles, but could find no more. I thought it best to return to the 
large creek for water, which I have named Ferguson Creek, after 
Peter Ferguson, Esq., of Gawler Town. From the top of the range 
the view is limited, To the north and north-east are stony rises, 
at about 9 miles distant: from north to west are Sturt Plains, in 

. some places wooded: to the north they are open for a very long 
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distance: the country in the hills is bad, but in the plains is beautiful. 
Tam afraid, from the view I have of the country to the north, 
that I will again meet with the same description of sandhills that I 
came upon on my last western course. Wind £.s.£., blowing strong. 
Lat. 17° 53° 20°. 

Tuesday, May 14.—Ferguson Creek. Started ut 8°30 a.m. on 
a north course to the place I turned back from yesterday ; arrived 
at noon; changed ‘course to 645°. Started again at 12°20, At 
1 pa. crowed a gum creek that has the appearance of water. 
At 140 changed course to 260°, and came upon two large water- 
holes, apparently very deep, situated in the rocks—they are seem- 
ingly permanent—and camped. Inamed this creek Lawson Creek, 
after Dr. Lawson, 3.P., of Port Lincoln. .A number of natives have 
been camped about them, We found another canoe, of the same 
description as the one in which the bones of the child were found: 
it is broken and burned, and seems to have been used as a vessel 
for holding water. Wind §.., blowing strong. Mornings and 
evenings very cold. Lat. 17° 43" 30". 

Wednesday, May 15.—Lawson Creek. Started at 8-10 ALM, 
went a mile west to clear the stones; changed to 340°, At 2-45 pay, 
changed again to 45°; camped at 4:15. The first 12 miles is 
poor country, being on the top of stony rises, with eucalypti, grass, 
and scrubs, After descending from the rises we crossed a wooded 
plain, subject to inundation; no water. The trees are very thick 
indeed: they are the emsivews the Lucalyptus demosa, the small- 
leaved tree; another small-leaved tree much resembling the haw- 
thorn, spreading out into many branches from the root: it rises to 
Seal feet in height. We have alzo ceen three other new 
‘we got upon red er rises, very thick with scrub and trees of the 
eg wipeiacate We cers on this course until 2°45 piw.: 
Hen, as there is an open plain in sight, with rising ground upon it 
to north-east, and as this scrubby Ks seems to continue, wethion 
the least appearance of water, I have changed to north-east, Crossed 
the plain, which is alluvial soil, covered with grass, but ve 
dry. At 4-15 camped on the north-east side, without water, 1 
rece tothe tine, but I feel so ill that I am 
unable to sit any longer in the saddle. I have been suffering 
for the last three days from a severe pain in the chest. ind. 
Lat, 17°16'20", a prene: 
_ Thursday, May 16.—Sturt Plains. Sent Thring to see if there 
is a creek or a sign of water under the rise, At 8-20 acs, he 
returned, having found no water: it is a low sandy rise, covered 
with a dense scrub. . Started at 8-20 a.m.; course east, At 3 miles 
I was forced to return, the scrub is 60 dense that it is impossible to 
get through ; came back 2 miles; changed to 20° west of south to 
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get out of it; at 2 miles gained the plain ; then changed to the 
east of south at 10-45. At 2 p.m. there is no hope of a creek or 
water. Changed to south-west ; at 24 miles struck our tracks and 
proceeded to Lawson Creek. We found the open parts of the 
plain black alluvial soil, so rotten and cracked that the horses were 
sinking over their knees, which continued for 6 miles: it is covered 
with long grass and polygnum, also a few eucalypti scattered over 
it; the scrub we were compelled to return from was the thickest 
I have ever had to contend with ; the horses would not face it; they 
turned about in every direction, and we were in danger of losing 
them ; in 2.or 3 van they were quite out of sight. In the short 
distance we penetrated it has torn our hands, faces, clothes, and 
what is of more consequence, our saddle-bags all to pieces : it 
consists of serub of every kind, which is as thick as a hedge ; had 
we gone farther into it, we should have lost everything off the horses, 
No signs of water; from south to west, north and north-east, nothing 
visible but Sturt Plains, with a few sand-rises having scrub on 
them, which terminate the spurs of the stony rises ; they are a 
complete barrier between me and the Victoria. I should think that 
water could be easily obtained at a moderate depth in many places 
on the plains, If i had plenty of provisions, 1 would try to make 
it by that way. The only course that | can now try is to the north- 
east or east, to round the dense scrub and plains. At sundown 
arrived at Lawson Creek. The horses, owing to the dryness of 
the grass, drank a great quantity of water; they are falling off very 
much. Wind s.r. | 

friday, May 17.—Sturt Plains. I must remain here to-day 
to mend saddle-bags, &c. I have sent Thring to north-east to see 
if the stony rises continue in that direction; he bas returned and 
gives a very poor account of the country: he crossed them in about 
6 miles, and again came upon the plain that we were on yesterday, 
extending from north-east to south, Nothing but plains. To the 
north is the dense serub, thus forming a complete stop to further 
rc) : from here I fear it is a less case either to reach 

ictoria or the Gulf. ‘The plains and forest are as great a barrier 
as if there had been an inland sea or a wall built round: I shall 
rest the horses till Monday, and will then try a course to the north- 
west and another to fT ort I have not the least hope of suc- 
ceeding without wells, and I have not sufficient provisions to enable 
me to remain and digthem. It is a great disappointment to be £0 
near, and yet through want of water to be unable to attain the 
desired end. Wind se, 


Saturday, May 18.—Lawson Creek. Resting horses, &e. 


Wind s.r. | 
Sunday, May 19,—Lawson Creek, Wind a5. 





Monday, ay 20.—Lawson Creek. Started at 7-25 A.M, 





M'Dova. Stuart's Australian, Explorations, 1860-61, 853 


Course 45°, with Thring, Woodforde, and seven horses. ‘The first 
4 miles was over the stony rises ; the next 3 sandy table-land with 
spinifex, eucalyptus, and scrub, Crossed part of Sturt Plains, 
open and covered with grass, Vive miles of it was very heavy 
travelling ground, very rotten, and full of holes and cracks, Camped 
on the plains at about 30 miles, where the scrub seemingly com- 
mences, The plains are of the same description as that already 
given, after leaving the stony rises. We have seen no birds nor 
any living thing except kites and numerous grasshoppers, which are 
ith aariade on the plains. From. this place to the &., and as. far 
a8 8.8.W., there is no rising ground within range of vision—nothing 
but an immense open grassy plain: the absence of birds proclaims 
it to be destitute of water; we have not seen a drop, nor a creek, 
nor a watercourse during the whole day's journey. To-morrow | 
chall again try to ge Uvongh the scrub, On leaving the camp this 
morning | instructed Mr. Kekwick to move the party about 3 miles 
down the creek to another waterhole, the feed not being good, aind. 
the country stony round the waterholes. Wind x, 7 
Tuesday, May 21.—Sturt Plains, g. Started at 7:10. a... 
Passed through a very thick scrub 7 miles in extent; we again 
entered on another portion of the open plains at 10 miles from our 
last night’s camp. Nothing to be seen on the horizon all round 
but plains. Changed to 300°, to where 1 saw some pigeons fly. 
At 2 miles came across their feeding ground ; skintod the scrub, 
until we cut our tracks; no appearance of water, This 18 again 
@ continuation of the open portion of Sturt Plains: they appear 
to be of immense extent, with occasional strips of dense forest and 
serub, pees 7 miles of it this pays as thick as ever I went 
through; it has scratched and torn us al to pieces. At my farthest 
on the open plain. I saw that it was hopeless to peqeesis fk fey, 
the W. to N., spac eye pees is porting to be seen but 
immense open plains, covered with grass, ‘ass, subject to inundatior 
eine an ieselesinal low bush upon them. I think with the aid of 
the telescope I must have seen at least 60 miles; there is not the 
least appearance of the4owest rise, or any watercourse, neither can 
We see the tracks or smoke of natives in any direction. ‘The 
sun on the plain is extremely hot, Having no hope. of findi 
water this morning from the appearance of the plains, I left Wood. 
forde with the ack and. spare horses where we camped last night, 
as the heat and pep ay a of yesterday have tired them a great 
deal iat I fear some of them will not be able to get 
back to water, Returned to where I had left him, and followed 
our tracks back to the open plain, After sundown camped amon 
Sc eee eae 
lort-hobblal the two that h one the longest day's journe: 
Wind se, Si ele tae 
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_, Wednesday, May 22.—Sturt Plains, Our camping-place last 
might, After sunset we saw a number of turkeys flying towards 
the stony rises where our main camp is; they appear to come from 
the soit cat Upwards of fifty passed over in twos and threes; 
and this morning we observed them poing back again. The two 
horses in ehort-hobbles have valked off, following our tracks, 
They cannot have gone far, for | heard them late last night and 
at four this morning ; we shall be able to overtake them in 3 or 4 
miles. They have eaten scarcely anything during the night, 
Saddled, and followed after them. They left the tracks a short 
distance from the camp, and kept about 200 yards from them for 
nearly a mile and a half. We overtook them in 34 miles, standing 
under the shade of a tree. Unhobbled, and drove them on before 
us. At 12 o'clock arrived at Lawson Creek. Had great diffi- 
culty in preventing the horses from drinking too much, and, ag 
there are other holes down the creek, I gave a little at a time 
to each. Found that Mr. Kekwick had moved with the party. 
Followed them, and at 34 miles w.s.w. arrived at their camp, anil. 
allowed the horses to drink as much as they chose. Poor brutes! 
they have had very hard work—80 miles over as heavy a country 
as could be travelled over, and under a burning sun, without a 
drop of water. Three of them were those I had on my former 
journeys ; I could depend upon them: the rest were the best I 
could pick from the other lot. They have all stood the journey 
very well, but could not have done another day without water. 
Natives seem to have been about this water lately, but we have 
pe one since leaving our spitting friend on the Hugh, 
Vind ©. | 
Tiursday, May 23.—Lawson Creek. Started 7-45 AM 
course 515°, with Thring, Woodforde, and seven fresh horses. 
At 14 miles came across a splendid reach of water, about 150 
yards wide—how long I do not know, as we cannot see the end of, 
it. It is a splendid sheet of water, and is certainly the gem of 
Sturt Plains. I have decided at on returning, and bringing” 
the party up to it, as it is a feature that must be carefully exa- | 
sii ; for it may be the we of the Camfield, or some river . 
lat may lead me throurh, On a proaching it, I saw a large 
flock of paliciohs which leads me to tink that there may be eee ; 
in its vicinity. There are mussels and periwinkles in it ; judging: 
from the shells on the banks, the natives must consume a large. 
juantity. The gum-trees round it are not very large. The first 
10) miles of that part of the plain travelled over to-day is full of 
large deep holes and cracks; black allavial soil, covered with’ 
joa with young gum-trees thicker as we approached the water, 
A'bis I have honoured by the name of Newcastle Water, after his_ 
Grace the Duke of Newcastle, Secretary for the Colonies. Ducky 





a 


= 








M‘Dovatt Stuart's Australian Explorations, 1860-61, 355 
native companion, white crane, and eacred ibis abound here, 
Returned to bring the party up to-morrow. Wind s.r. 

Friday, May 24.—Lawson Creek. Started at 8 Ax. for 
Newcastle Water ; arrived at noon; camped, Sent Mr. Kekwick to 
the north-east and Thring to the west to see the length of it. | have 
had the depth tried. Te is about 6 feet deep 10 yards from the 
bank, and in the middle 17 feet ; I should say it was permanent, 
Thring found it still the same at 3 miles west; Mr. Kekwick 
returned after following it for 4 miles. At 2 miles there is a break 
in it; at 4 miles it is more of a creek coming from the north-east 
—gum-trees much larger. Woodforde succeeded in catching four 
fish about 10 inches long, something resembling the whiting. 
had one cooked for tea; the skin was as tough as a piece of 
leather, but the inside was really good—as fine a fish as I have 
ever ¢aten. To-morrow I shall follow the water to the west; its 
bed is limestone. Wind s.x., with a few clouds. Lat. 17° 86’ 40", 

Saturday, May 25.—Newcastle Water, Sturt Plains. Started 
at 7-50 aw, and followed the water 9 miles round; camped. It 
still continues, but is now a chain of ponds. As I can see some 
rising ground N.N.E., about 4 miles distant, I have camped the 
party, and taken Thring with me; have gone on to see what the 
country is before us, At 4 miles we found that the first part of 
the rise is stony, but on the top it is sandy table-land eovered with 
thick serub, ‘The view is obstructed to the E.N.E. to N. by it; but 
to the N.w, and w. there is an appearance of rising ground, thickly 
wooded, about 20 miles off. Wind w.; lat. 17° 30' 30". | 

Sunday, May 26,—Neweastle Water, Sturt Plains, © This 
morning we were visited by seven natives, tall, powerful-made 
fellows. At first they seemed inclined for mischief, making all 
manner of gestures, and shaking their boomerangs, waddies, &e, 
We made friendly signs to them, inviting them to come nearer ; they 

radually approached, and Mr, Kekwick and Lawrence got quite 

Jose to them; in a short time the fa Pai to be quite friendly, 
I felt alarmed for the safety of J. W forde (who had gone down 
the water in search of ducks, and in the direction from which they 
mat come), and endeavoured to make them friends by giving them 
pieces of handkerchiefs, &c. During the time we were talking, 
with them I heard the distant report of his gun; at the sume time 
masing ; told them to remain until the natives Were gone, as [ 
wished to keep them as long as possible to give Woodforde 
chance of coming up before they left us ; shortly afterwards they 





went off apparently quite friend rg and Wall 
round up the horses which wer nd, and while they 
Were doing so the natives again returned, running quite close y 
to the camp, and setting fire to. twas now evident. 
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ey meant mischief. I think they must have seen or heard Wood- 
forde, and have lit the grass in order to engage our attention from 
him. I felt very much inclined to fire upon them, but deaisted, as 
I feared they would revenge themselves on him in their retreat + 
they did very little injury by their fire, which we succeeded in 
ing out. By signs I ordered them to be off, and after much 
fiidhes they left us, setting fire to the grass as they went along, I 
now ordered ‘Thring and Wall to go and with all speed to protect 
Woodforde, In about twenty minutes he came into the camp, After 
leaving us they had attacked him, throwing several boomerangs 
and waddies at him. He had only one barrel of his gun loaded 
with shot; they all spread out and surrounded him, gradually 
approaching from all sides One fellow got within 5 yards of him, 
and was in the act of aiming his boomerang at him; seeing it was 
useless to withhold any longer, while the black was in the act of 
throwing, he gave him the contents of his gun in his face, and 
made for the camp. In a short time Thring and Wall returned 
at full speed; they had ipo where he was, and hearing the 
report of his gun, made for the place, overtook the blacks, gave 
chase, and made them drop the powder-flasks and ducks (which 
Woodforde had laid down sha firing when they attacked him); 
knowing them to be his, they gave up the chase to look for him, 
but seemg nothing of him, aad tio of the natives supporting one 
apparently wounded, they returned to the camp, where they saw 
him all safe, relating bis adventure ; his shot-belt still missing, L 
sent ‘Thring and him to look for it, and to bring up the ties 
horses which they had seen. Wind variable ; cloudy. 7 
Monday, May 27.—Newcastle Water, Sturt Plains Started 
at 8:10 a.w., course 335°; at 10-20 changed to north; at 1-20 
P.M. changed to 90°; and at | mile found water; gave the horees 
some, and proceeded N.v.E.; and at 340 changed to 90° to some 
gums, .At 14 miles camped; the gums turn out to be thick ] 
wood. I went w.x.w. this morning, with the expectation of — 
meeting with water, or rather a chain of ponds; at 4 miles I could 
see nothing of them; and, as we were getting into a very thick 
scrub of lancewood, I changed to north; at 10 miles on that 
course, still seeing See of them, I cha to east; and at 1 
mile came upon them; found water, and followed them; their 
course now 20°; at 1 mile found another pond; in a short time 
lost the bed of them in a thick wooded plain. Found a native 
on running nearly in my course ; followed it, thinking it would 
lead me to some other water, but in a few miles it became invisible. 
I continued on the same course for 9 miles, and found myselfon 
Sturt Plains, with belts of thick wood and scrub; to the north, 
nothing visible but open plains; to north-east, ently thick | 


wood or scrub; to north-west and west, apparently scrubby sand=— 
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hills. The ponds seem to drain this portion of the plains. Changed 
to east, to hai seemed to be large gum-trees, thinking there might 
be a creek ; arriving there, I found them to be stunted gums on the 
edge of the plain. There is no hope of succeeding in this quarter ; 
camped without water. Wind £.; lat. 17° 12’ 30", ) 

Tuesday, May 28,—Sturt Open Plain, north. Fourteen of 
the horses missing this morning before sunrise. From the highest 
tree nothing is to be seen from east to north and north-west. but 
lomnense open gras plains, without a tree on them; no hope of 
water, | ages sbotk to the ponds, and try again to the west- 
ward. Did not find the horses until 9-30 a..r., and started at 10. 
J observed very large flocks of pigeons coming in clouds from the 
plains in every direction towards the ponds, Some time afterwards 
we saw them coming back and lying away into the plains as far as 
the eye can reach, apparently to feed. “Arrived at the water at 
130 po, Wind £.n.E. 

Wednesday, May 20.—Chain of Ponds, Started at 7-20 a.m,, 
with Thring, Woodforde, and Wall, and nine horses, to follow a 
native track which is leading to the westward. At 9:20 made the 
track, its course W.N.w. At 28 miles camped without water. The 
track led us into very thick wood and scrub, and at 5 miles became 
invisible. I still continued on the same bearing through the serub, 
We have again met with the mulga, a little different from what 
we have seen before, g wing very straicht, from 30 to 40 fect 
high, bark stringy, the leaf much larger and thicker; amongst it 
is the hedge-tree ; we had 7 amiles of it very dense, when we again 
‘met with an open plain. At 3 miles entered another dense wood 
and scrub, like that passed through in the morning. To-dlay’s 


without water, In the last i) rs | through a little 
spinifex, and the soil is becoming sandy. Winds. 

Viureday, May 30,—Sturt Plains. As I can see no hope of 
water, I will leave Woodforde and Wall with the horses, take 
Thring with me, and proceed 10 miles, to.see if there will bea 
hange in) that distance. Went into a terrible thick wood and 
‘scrub for 114 miles, without the least sign of a change; the scrub, 
in fact, becoming more dense, it is scarcely penetrable. 1 gent 
Thring up one of the tallest trees ; nothing to be seen, but a fearful 
dense wood. and scrub all) round; again I am forced to retreat 
through want of water. The last 5 miles. of the 11, the soil ig 
becoming very, sandy, with spinifex and a little grass. It is im- 
possible to, say in. which way the country dips, for, in 45 miles 
travelled over, we have mot seen. the least sign of a watershed, it. is 
‘so level. Returned to where I left the others, followed our tracks 
‘back, and at 11 miles camped ; horses nearly done up with heavy 
travelling and the heat of the sun, which is excessive, It is very 
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vexing and dispiriting to be forced back with only a little more 

than 100 miles between Mr. Gregory's last camp on the Camfield 

and me. If I could have found water near the end of this cu 
T think I could have forced the rest. It is very galling to 
turned back after trying so many times. Wind ©. — | 

Friday, May 31.—Ssturt Plains. Not having sufficient tethers 
for all the horses, we had to short-hobble two, and tie their heads 
to their hobbles; and in the morning they were gone. I suppose 
‘they must have broken their hobbles or fastenings; they will most 
Tikely make on to our outward tracks; I have sent Thring and 
Woodforde to follow them up, while Wall and I, with the other 
horses, proceed on our way to the camp; in two hours they made 
the tracks before us. I then pushed on as hard as I could get the 
horses to go; being very anxious about the safety of the party— 
for, on the first day that I left them, at about 7 miles, we passed 
fourteen or fifteen natives going in the direction of their camp; I 
also observed, this morning, that they had been running our tracks 
both backwards and forwards; at 3 o'clock we arrived, and found 
all safe; they have not been visited by them, although I observed 
the prints of their feet in our tracks, a short distance from the 
camp. It was as much as some of onr horses could do to reach the 
a 2 The day has been excessively hot, from N.N.E., with clouds, 

LITT. 

Saturday, June 1.—Chain of Ponds, I must rest the horses 
to-day and to-morrow, for they look very miserable ; our long, is 
133° 40° 45", Before leaving the Ponds I shall 7 once more to 
the westward—starting from a point 3 miles west o my first camp 
on them, ‘To try from this for the Gulf of Carpentaria, | believe . 
to be hopeless: for the plain seems to be without end and without _ 
water, if I could see the least sign of a hill, or hope of finding — 
water, I would try it; but there is none—if there is a passage it 
must be to the south of this, Wind variable, with clouds. ; 

Sunday, June 2—Chain of Ponds. The day has again been 
very hot. Wind variable. } 

Monday, June 3.—Chain of Ponds. Started back to the com- . 
meneement of the Chain of Ponds and camped. During the day 
the sky has been overcast with heavy clouds; it has mueh the — 
appearance of rain, Wind &&. 

Tuesday, June 4.—Chain of Ponds, Last night one of the 
horses met with an accident in going down to drink at the water- 
hole ; he went into a boggy place, got his hind foot fastened in his 
hobbles, from which he could not extricate himself, and was drowned 

before we observed and could save him. This is another great loss, 
‘for he was a good pack-horse, and was one that I intended taking — 
on my next trip to the westward. At about 8 p.w. it began to 
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-E.6.£.; it still continues without any sign of a break. The ground 
has become so soft, that when walking we sink up to the ankle, 
anid the horses can scarcely move in it; at sundown there is no 
appearance of a change; it has rained without intermission the 
whole of last night and to-day. I do not know what effect this 
will have on my further progress, for now it is impossible to travel; 
the horses in feeding are already sinking above their knees. Wind 
and rain from &. and E.a.e. 
Wednesday, June 5—Chain of Ponds, There is a little sign of 
a break in the clouds this morning. The rain has continued the 
Whole night. Ground very soft; it has become about the thickness 
of cream. The horses can scarcely get about to feed. Sundown.— 
It has been showery all day; sky overcast; clouds and rain from 
same direction, te Storeng In the afternoon some natives made 
damped the cartridges, I caused the rifles to be fired off in that 
direction; and, as the bullets struck the trees close to them, they 
thought it best to retreat as fast as possible, yelling as they went. 
Thursday, June 6.—Chain of Ponds. During the night it has 
been stormy, with showers of rain, and is still the same this morning. 
Sundown—Still stormy, with a few drops of rain. Wind gE. 
Friday, June 7.—Chain of Ponds, During the night the rain 
ceased, and this morning is quite bright. Ground so soft that it is 
impossible to travel. Lat. 17° 35' 25". Sent Thring some miles 
to the west, to see in what state the country is; if fit for us to 
proceed, and if he can see any water that | could move the party 
to, for I do not openers Ira if more rain falls, it will lock us in 
altogether ; neither do I like leaving the party with so many natives 
about. At 1 o'clock he returned. The ground was so heavy that 
he had to turn at 5 miles. He could see no water, but a number 
of native tracks going to and coming from the west. I shall be 
piped to leave the party here, and on Monday try another trip 
age nae eas I shall return sod ae them to. it, 
lay has be car, but at sundown it is again cloudy. 
Clouds oh north-west. Wind from x. — _ 
Saturday, June 8.—Chain of Ponds. . This morning it has 
again “pci off, aut ee is ewery appearance of fine weather. If 
it holds this way, I : able to travel on Monday. Sundov 
a few clouds. Wind «x, ee 
Sunday, June 9—Chain of Ponds. The day has again been 
fine. Wind still sx. : sla 
Monday, June 10.—Chain of Ponds. Started at 7-55 a.m. 
course 2/9", with Thring, Woodforde, and Wall ; nine horses, and 
fourteen days’ provisions. The first 5 miles was over a grassy 
plain, with stunted gum and other trees, It was very soft; the 
horses sinking up to their knees. We met with a little rain water 
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at 3 miles, where the soil became sandy; continued to be more ao 
as we advanced, with lancewood and other scrubs growing wpon it. 
At 14 miles gained the top of a sand-rise, which seems to be the 
termination of the sandhills that I turned back from on my west 
course south of this, From here the country seems to be a dense 
forest and scrub, no rising ground visible. Camped at 5 Pat, 
distance 32 miles, The whole journey from the sand-hills has 
been through a dense forest of scrubs ‘of all kinds—hedge-tree, 


‘gum, mulga, lancewood, &c, We have had great difficulty in 
‘Pitine the horses through it zo far—they are very tired. It is the 
thickest scrub I have yet been in. Ground very soft; heavy 
‘travelling over, with the exception of the last 5 miles, where little 
rain seems tohave fallen. I am afraid this will be another hopeless 
journey. I fully expected to have got water to-night from the 
recent rains, but there is not a drop. ‘The country is such that the 
surface cannot retain it, were it to fall in much larger quantities, 
I shall try a little farther on to-morrow. We are obliged to tie 
the ‘horses up to-night, as there is neither water nor feed. We 
cannot tether them; and if we let them go in hobbles, the scrub 
and forest are so thick that we would notsee them again before they 
got back to water. I had’a hole dag, to see if any rain had fallen, § 
and found that it had penetrated 2 feet below the surface, under 
which it is quite dry. Wind x, 
_ Lwesday, June 11.—Dense forest and scrub, Leaving Wood- 
forde, Wall, and the pack-horses, I took 'Thring with me; and 
aor on the same course to see if Tecan get through the horrid 
forest and scrub, or meet with a change of country, or find some 
water. At 2 miles we came upon some grass again, which ¢on- 
tinued, and at another mile the forest became mn eet open and 
erga grassed, which again revived my sinking fen be but 
alas! it only lasted about 2 miles, when we again entered the forest 
thicker than ever. At 11 miles it became ‘so dense that it was 
nearly 2 abner The horses would not face it; when forced, 
they made a rush through, tearing everything we had on, and 
wounding us severely, by running against the dead timber (which 
is a8 sharp asa lancet) and through the branches. I saw that it 
was hopeless to face through any farther. Not a drop of water 
have we seen, although the ground is quite’ moist—the hordes 
sinking above the fetlock. The soil is red and sandy ; the mulga 
from 30 to 40 feet high and very straight ; the bark has a stringy 
appearance. There is a great quantity of ‘it Poa dead on th 
ground, which causes travelling to bevome very difficult ; I theref 
‘returned to where I left Woodforde and ‘Wall, andcame back 10 
‘miles on yesterday's journey‘and camped. ‘This morning about 
_ 80 we observed a comet bearing 110° ; length of tail 10°, and 10° 
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Weduesday, June 12.—Western dense forest and scrub, Pro- 
ceeded to camp and found all well. This is the third long journey 
that I have tred'to make the Victoria in this latitude, but have 
been driven back every time by the same description of country 
and the want of water, There is not the least appearance of rae 
ground, or a change in the country—nothing but the same dismal, 
aly forest throughout ; it may in all probability continue to 
Mr. G égory’s last camp on the Camlicld ; my farthest point bas 
been within 100 miles of it, I would have proceeded farther, but 
my horses are unable to do it—they look as if they had done a 
month's excessive work, from their feet being so dry, the forest so 
thick, and the want of water—or could I have seen the least sign of 
a change, or rising ground. Thus end my hopes of reaching the 
Victoria in this latitude, which is a Rony greet disappointment, I 
should have dug wells if my party had been larger, and I had the 
means of conveying water to those that were sinking. I think I 
-could accomplish it in that way; but by doing so,1 should have to 

divide the party in three, one sinking, one carrying water, and one 
at the camp, which would be too small a number where the natives 
appear to be so hostile. I have not the least doubt that water 
could be obtained at a moderate depth, near the end-of my journeyz, 
amongst the long thick timber, which seems to be the lowest part 
of the country; I had no idea of meeting with such an impediment 
as the plains and heavy scrub have proved to be. Tor a telegraphic 
communication I should think that three or four wells would 
overcome this difficulty and the want’ of water, and the forest could 










be penétrated by cutting a line through and burning it; in all 
probability there ia water to be found nearer than this in the 
-Camfield, Mr. Gregory's last camp, somewhere about its sources, 


which might be 80 miles nearer, Wind se. Country drying up 


very fast. 

hursday, June 13.—Chain of Ponds. To-day I shall move 
the camp to the easternmost part of Newcastle Water, and now that 
rain has come from the east, I shall try if ] can cross Sturt Plains, 
and endeavour to reach the Gulf of Carpentaria. My provisions are 
‘now getting very short: we are reduced to 4 lbs. of flour and 
1 1b. of dried meat per man per week, which is beginning to show 
the effects of starvation upon some of them; but I can Jeaye 
nething untried where there is the least shadow of a chance of 
gaining the desired object. Started at $40 a.m.; at 34 miles 
passed our first camp on Neweastle Water; at 8} miles camped 









at the last water to the eastward: the ened is firmer than I 
ext ; travelling good ;.the large part of the water is reduced 2 
inches since 24th ult, ; the late Fins scdus 06 Maer hab ad elect on 





Friday, June 14.—last end of Newcastle Water. Started 
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with Thring, Woodforde, and Wall, one month's provisions and 
ten horses, at 7-45 aco. ; course GU"; at 2 miles crossed our 
former tracks, on the top of the sandy table-land, and after leayi 
it we agai get on the open plains, black alluvial soil, covered with 
case holes and cracks into which the horses are continually 
fal ling on their noses, and running the risk of breaking our necks, 
“These plains have swallowed up every drop of rain that has fallen, 
The extent of the plain is 7 miles. We then entered a thick 
wooded country of the same description as the western forest, being 
equally thick, if not thicker, and as difficult to penetrate. ‘This 
‘continued for 13 miles, when we met with another small plain, 
about 4 a mile wide, but opening out wider to the ‘north-west and 
south ; not a drop of water have we met since leaving Newcastle 
Water, a distance of about 30 miles, except a little rain-water 
about 3 miles cast of it, The plains are quite dry, scarcely showi 
that rain has fallen. Camped. The horses have had a bard day's 
work, and are very tired. I wish I could have found water for 
them to-night. Lat. 17° 26' 20", Wind 8.E. 
Saturday, June 15,—North-east. Small plains. Sturt Plains, 


Started at 7-30 a.m.: course GO°, through another 10 miles of 


very thick forest, Si thickest we have ae sons At mga 
came again upon the large open 7 in, at the point where | 
turned on 2ist ult. | cahaiind to vs found i rain-water 
here, this being the only place in all the plain I have seen that is 
likely to retain it. Sent Thring and Woodforde in different 
directions, while I proceeded in another, to see if we could find 
any, but not a drop could we see. It has been all swallowed up 
by the ground, which is now again dry and dusty. It must take 
an immense quantity to saturate it, and leave any on the surface ; 
and if that were to be the case, the country would become so soft it 
would be quite impassable. I am again forced to turn—it is quite 
hopeless to attempt it any farther. It would be sacrificing our 
horses, and perhaps our own lives, without the least prospect of 
attaining ourend. If I could see rising ground, however small, 
or a change in the country to justify my risking everything, I 
would do so in a moment. “I on y wish there was. I have tried 
my horses to their utmost ; even my old horses, that are inured to 
hardship, are unable to be longer than three days without water, 
owing to the heat of the sun, the dryness of the feed, and the 
softness of the country. We saw a few cockatoos and pigeons, 
There might be water within a short distance, but none ean we see 
or find: for, on my course, 20° west of north, | passed within 2 
miles of Newcastle Water, where the main camp is now, but could 
not see it. It would require a long time to examine manic 
_ for water—t are 30 many clumps of trees, and-strips of serub 
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‘twelve months to examine them all. At sundown camped 15 
miles from the main camp. Horses look very bad. It has been 
very heavy travelling, over rotten ground, and tearing through 
thick wood and scrub, which has skinned our legs from the knees 
to the ankles, and caused no little pain. Wind variable. 

Sunday, June 16.—Sturt Plains, east. Proceeded to the camp, 
where I feud all well. No natives had been near them. This is 
very disheartening work to be forced to retreat so frequently with- 
out a vestige of a hope ; and to be so near, and be baffled through 
want of water. I shall now proceed to the south, and try once 
more to round that horrid thick western forest: it is now my only 
hope; if that fails, I shall have to return. 1 am doubtful of the 
water in Ashburton Range if no rain has fallen there; those hills 
are the last of the rising ground within range of vision, which 
ends in about lat, 17° 14°. From ssc. round the compass to 
8.8.w. nothing but dense forest and Sturt Plains. Wind s.2. 

Monday, June 17.—Newcastle Water, east. Returned to the 
Lawson and camped. Little rain seems to have fallen here. I 
kept a little to the west of my former tracks to see the nature of 
the large open plain. It is completely matted with grass, having 
large deep holes and cracks, and Js as dry as if no rain had fallen 
for months, Wind s,s. 

Luesday, June 15.—Lawson Creek. Proceeded to Hunter 
Creek. ‘Tracks of natives upon ours to Hawker Creek. Light 
winds, variable, 

Wednesday, June 19.—Hawker Creek. Although the water- 
holes in this creek are full from recent rains, the water is very 
hard, evidently showing it must come from a spring im the hills. 
Proceeded to the Hunter along the foot of the hills, and at 9 miles 
crossed the large gum-creek, where I watered the horses on m 
north course: thia | have named Powell Creek, after J, W. 
Powell, Esq., of Clare. At 20° miles crossed another gum-creek, 
which I have named Gleeson Creek, after E. B. Gleeson, Esq., J.P. 
of Clare. Camped on the Hunter. Between this and Hawker 
~ Creek we cre 11 gum-creeks with water in them. The countr 
passed over is not so good, being close to the hills: it is serubby, 
and g ly covered with spinifex. Wind 8.5. 
| y, June 20.—Hunter Creek. Three horses missing ; 

tonight 





could not be found until too late to reach the other water 

Friday, June 21.—Hunter Creek, Proceeded to the water 
under Mount Primrose, over stony hills, the highest of which [ 
have named Mount Shillinglaw, after — Shillinglaw, Esq., F.n.c.s., 
of Melbourne, who kindly presented me with Flinders’s Charts of 
North Australia. Wind calm. The gum-ereek on which we are 
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now camped, I have named Carruthers Creek, after John Car 
ruthers, Leq., of Adelaide. Calm, 

Saturday, June 22.—Carruthers Creek. Proceeded to 'Tom- 
kinson Creek, where I left the two horses. | will there rest the 
horses a day, and have those shod which I intend. to take with me: 
the last two days have been over very stony country, which has 
made some of the horses quite lame, 1 am now running short of 
shoes ; we can see nothing of the two horses about our old cam 
Light wind from ».., with a fow clouds ; very hot in the middle 
of the day, evenings and mornings cold, 

__ Sunday, June 23.—'lomkinson Creek. Sent Thring -and 
Woodforde down the ereek,.and Masters up into the open plain, 
fo see if they could find the horses on they tracks: in the after- 
noon they returned unsuccessful, except Masters, who had seen 
their tracks when the ground was boggy. Recent tracks of natives 
were also seen ; if they have not fhtenaa them away, they will 
not be far off. I have instructed Sullivan to follow their tracks, 
and. try to find them during my absence. Wind N.E., with a few 
clouds ; the sun js. very hot in the middle of the day. 
_, Monday, June 24.—Tomkinson Creek, Started with Thring, 
Masters, and ‘Lawrence, and 10 horses with 14 days’ provisions, at 
7-40 A.m.; course 270° &, We crossed the plain and the creek 
-several times; at 12-20, 15 mules, ascended a stony rise, and saw 
thatthe creek. emptied itself into an open grassy plain, about 2 
miles north of us, Proceeded on the Same course over a.gum: plain 
fovered with grass for 5 miles, ‘The country then became sands 
soil, slightly undulating with Ironstone, gravel, epinifex, gums, at 
occasionally a little scrub, which continued throughout the day, 
Camped without water: very little feed forthe eh it being 
nearly all spinifex. Distanee, 28 miles: wind w., 2 few. clouds, 
Luesday, Sune 29.—Spinifex. and Gum Plain, west. Started on 
same course, 270°, at 7-40 AM.; camped at 27 miles; The 
country travelled through to-day is bad, red sandy light , soil, 
covered with spinifex, slightly undulating, and having iron gravel 
upon it. Searcely a blade of grass to be seen: some gum-trees 
and a low serub of different sorts. I seem to have got to the south 
of the dense forest, but into a poorer country: not a-drop of water 
- OF a Water-course have we seen. since we left Tomkinson. Creek. 
We have crossed. two or. three. low rises. of ironstone gravel. Not 
having the dense forest to tear through has induced me to go. on 
all day in the hope of meeting ee eesttns at the end pf 
ithe day there seems as little likelihood as wher, We first came upon 
ityand it may continue to. the river. I am again forced to. return 
 disappoir, There is-no hope of inaking the river now; itumust 
¢ from Neweastle Water with wells, I wish. that I had 
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twelve months’ provisions and convenience for carrying water ; ft 
should then be enabled to do it, Wind rE. 

Wednesday, June 26.—Spinifex and Gum Plain. Started at 
7 a.m. back towards Tomkinson Creck. At dusk found some 
water on the small plain into which the creek empties itself— 
camped ; distance travelled’ to-day, 40 miles. One of the horses 
completely done up; I am fortunate in finding this water, for 
another night without it, and [would have Jost some of them: T 
am also glad we had a cool day—only two hours’ heat. The 
horses have travelled 100 miles without water, and’ the country 
being sandy, made it very heavy walking for them Wind &. 

Thursday, June 27.—Tomkinson Creek. Started for the 
camp, and arrived at noon, Sullivan had gone after the horses, 
and lost himself for three days and two nights; not making his 
appearance the first nicht, Mr. Kekwick sent J. Woodforde in 
search of him from south-east to north; the second night, not 
returning, Mr. Kekwick and Woodforde went out in another 
direction to'try if they could cut his tracks, but were again unsue- 
cessful. At about 3 a.m. he came into the camp perfectly bewil- 
dered, and did not seem to recognise anyone. From what we can 
learn from him he must have gone to the south instead of the east, 
where the tracks of the two horses were seen: on the first night he 
came close to the camp—saw the other horses feeding, but could 
not find them, He can give no account of where be went the next 
day and night; on the third day he cut my outward tracks to the 
west, and the horse brought him to the camp. I observed his 
horse's tracks upon ours this morning, about 10 miles down the 
ereek, and could not imagine how they came there. J. Woodforde 
found the two horses he went in search of within 3 miles of the 
camp—they had not left the creek. ‘The cream-coloured one had 
improved very much; but “Reformer” still looks miserable—[ 
think he must be ill, Wind »., with a few clouds coming from the 
same direction. | 

Friday, June 28.—Tomkinson Creek. Shoeing horses and 
réparing for another start: I shall try once more to make the 
lf of Carpentaria from this. There may be a chance of 
heing able to round Sturt Plains to the east or north-east, Win 





Grading: Gane "991. Tomkinmes Creeks horses, 
: day, June 20.—Tomkinson . Shoeing horses, &e 
Wind at elonds all gone. : a 
~ Sunday, June 30.—Tomkinson Creek. Wind ».n 

Monday, July 1.—Tomkinson Creek. Started at 8-10 aow., 
course 54°, with Thring, Woodforde, and Masters. At 11-20 (11 
miles), top of a high hill which T named Mount Hawker, after the 
Honourable George C. Hawker, Speaker of the House of Assembly 
SA. At 12-45 (4 miles) struck a large creek, its course a little 
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east of north, which I have named MeKinlay Creek, after John 
MeKinlay, Esq. The first part of the journey is over stony undu- 
lations, gradually rising until we reach the top of Mount Hawker, 
view from which is not very extensive on our course, as. it is 
intercepted by stony spurs of the range nearly the same height, 
about 800 feet, and are very rocky and precipitous, They are 
composed of sandstone, quartz, iron, limestone, and hard, white, 
flinty rocks. The sandstone predominates. We descended with 
great diffienlty, crossed McKinlay Creek, and at 5 miles ascended 
another high hill, which I have named Mount Hall, after the 
Honourable George Hall. From this our view is moat extensive, 
over a complete sea of white grassy plains ; at about 15 or v0 miles 
south-east are the terminations of other spurs of this range ; be- 
yond them nothing is visible on the horizon but white } 
plains: to the east and north-east the same. To the north, 
apparently a strip of dense serub and forest, which seems to end 
Seat north-east, beyond which, in the far distance, we can see the 
arge white grassy plain where I turned back from on the 21st 
of May and 15th of June. No rising ground visible except the 
hills of Ashburton Range to north-west and south-east. Descended 
towards the plains over stony rises: gum-tree, lancewood, and 
other scrub and spinifex, At 5 miles reached the plain: it is of 
the same description as the other parts I have been over, No 
Bppearance of water: it is hopeless to proceed farther : it will only 
be rendering my return more difficult, by reducing the strength of 
my horses, without the slightest hope of success, All hope of 
gaining the Gulf without wells is now gone: I have, therefore, 
turned back to a smal] plain (4 miles), searched round it, and in 
one of the small creeks found a little rain-water, at which I have 
camped. Wind gs, 

Duesday, July 4.—Loveday Creek. This creek I have named 
Loveday Creek, after R. J. Loveday, Eaq., lithographer to the 
South Australian Government. Returned towards the camp: on 
reaching McKinlay Creek, I was informed by J. Woodforde that 
Masters had remained behind about 6 miles back, and had not yet 
come up. This is against my strict orders, which are—that no one 
shall leave the party without informing me, that I may halt and wait 
for them: I have sent Thring back to one of the hills to fire off a 
gun, and see if he is to be seen, as I have left my outward tracks to 
avoid crossing Mount Hall, and the tracks are very difficult to be 
seen over such stony country ; I am afraid that he is lost. In 
hour and a balf Thring returned—he can seo nothing of him: he 
cut our former tracks, but can sce nothing of his on them. My 
conjectures, I fear, are too true—if he has missed the tracks, it is a 
thousand chances to one if he is ever found igain: to track a 
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and camped on my outward tracks at a remarkable gorge that we 
had come through: sent Thring back to the top of Mount Hall to 
raise a smoke, to remain there some time, and see if he comes up 
—if not, he is to proceed to our last night's camp, there to remain 
all night, in case he should go there—while I and Woodforde 
raised another smoke on top of Mount Hawker. A little after 
8p. Thring returned with him: he found him ona hill near 
Mount Hall, looking for the tracks; he was quite bewildered, and 
in a great state of excitement. I am most thankful that he is 
fou The account that he pires ia, that his horse slipped the 
reins out of his hand and that he was unable to catch him for some 
time ; and when he did so, he was unable to find our tracks, or to 
track his own horse back, and he became quite confused : he seems 
to be most thankful for his narrow escape. As it is too late to 
reach the camp, I shall remain here to-mght. Wind w. 

Wednesday, July 3.—Under Mount Hawker. Proceeded to 
the ag on the Tomkinson ; found all right, with the exception 
of one of the horses (Reformer), which cannot be found; he is one 
of the two that I left here formerly, and was looking zo ill when 
we found him, He was last seen on Monday night, when he looked 
miserable; I have sent three men in search of him. Wind 
variable, 

Thursday, July 4.—The Tomkinson. Started at 820 a.m, 
course 300°, with Woodforde, Thring, and Masters, ten horses, 
and a month's provisions, to try once more to make the Victoria; 
between my first and last attempts, I may succeed—I am very un- 
willing to return without trying all that is within my power, At 
3 miles we left i oe nd ed over stony rises for 2 
miles; the country then became sandy, with gum, spinifex, and 

nicewood scrub, not difficult to get through; there is no grass, 
At 25 miles came to a little, th 8 not sure of coming upon any 
more soon, I have cam We have seen no water since leaving: 
the creek, Lat. 18° 25' 40"; wind 6.x. 

Friday, July 5,—Spinifex and gum plains. Started at 7-50 
A.M., course 360°, to find water, At 9:10 (5 miles) struck a creek 
with water, followed it down, course 285°, and at 8 miles camped 
on the last water. The banks, in places, have good feed upon 
them; but there is a great deal of spinifex and scrub, The creek 
is getting narrower, and, as the horses had but little to eat last 
night, I shall give them the remainder of the day here, for there is 
no telling when they will get another eng feed. Day exceedingly 
hot, horses covered with sweat. This I have named Burke 
Creek, after my brother explorer, — Burke, Esq., of Melbourne. 
Ono camping, T saw ‘a remarkable bird fly up; I sent Woodforde- 
to try and shoot him, which he did; it is of a dark brown colour, 
and spotted like the landrail ; the tail feathers are nine in number, 
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and 12 inches long. I have had it skinned, and will endeavour 
to take it to Adelaide. Thring, Woodforde, and Masters cooked 


the body and ate it: they bh: sabi finished when they were 


seized with violent vomiting, but in a few minutes they were all 
right again. Wind calm; lat. 18° 19°30". 


Saturday, July 6.—Burke Creek. Started at 7-45 Ac. same 


course, to follow the creek (285°); at 3 miles it was lost in a 
@um grassy plain; changed to 300°. On this course the plain 
continued for 3 miles; it then became sandy soil, with spinifiex, 
gums, and scrub, Crossed a low sandhill at 14 miles ; descended 
ito another low grassy plain subject to imundation, which, I su 
pose, receives [unter Creek. It continued for 2 miles, at the 
end of which we again ascended a sandy rise, on the top of which 
the country becomes.a sandy tableland, and continues so the rest 
of the day's journey, Camped without water, and with very little 
grass. ‘The tableland is spinifex, gums, and serub, in some places 
very difficult to get thiton gh, Distance 30 miles; wind south-east ; 
lat. 18° 7' 5", At 7 p.m. I observed the comet, 5° above the 
horizon, bearing 15° w. of x., the nucleus more hazy, and the tail 
much longer. Calm. 

Sunday, July 7.—West Sandy Tableland. Started at 8 A.at., 
Same course (300°); at 11-0, 11 miles. Met with a small. grassy 
plain at 12-40, another at 1-30 ra, ; they are only a few. acres in 
extent. At dpm. we are getting into dense scrub; and, as I can 
see some distance on before, being on one of the slight undulations, 
{ cannot see the slightest hope of obtaining water: there is no 
change, no rising ground visible, It is hopeless to continue such 





sandy country, as it can never hold water on the surface. We 


dug five feet, in one of the small plains, but came to the clay 


without finding water, or even moisture. There is not a mouthful 


of grass for the horses to eat; the whole of the journey, with the 
exception of the small grassy plains, is spinifex, gums, and serub. 
I shall have to retreat to the last plain we neal through, to get 
feed for the horses, which are loo mg very bad. The travelling 


has been heavy, tearing through thick scrub, which in some places. 


has been burned ; this makes it very uch for them. “I must now 
give up all hope of reaching Victoria, am unwillingly foreed to 


return, my horses being nearly worn out. Wind var 
25 mile, ; 

Monday, July §.—Small a plain in scrub. Started at break 
of day and continued until 4-30 p.a, Meeting with a little gras, 
eamped, some of the horses unable to go farther. Wind 

, Tuesday, July 9.—Sandy tablelanst. | 
arrived at Burke Creek, “At LI a.m. turned the horses out to 
feed for two hours, and proceeded up the creek to where I first 


ick it, Camped. At a little more than a mile down the creek 





Started at sunrise and 
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from here, there is a course of concrete ironstone running across 
the creek which forms a large pond of water nearly a mile in 
length, apparently deep and permanent. Wind w. 

Wednesday, ies (0.—Burke Creck. Shortly after sunrise 
pooeks toward the main camp, and arrived there at 3 P.M. 
Found all well. The natives have been about. They attacked 
Wall while in search of the missing horse; he and his horse 
narrowly escaped being hit by ae Maia The missing 
horse cannot be found. I suppose that he has crept into some 
bushes, and died; for the night before he was missed, he left the 
other horses and came to the camp-fire; he appeared to be very 
stupid, and for some time they could not get him away ; when they 
did so he went off reeling. Wind s.w. ’ 

Thursday, July 11.—Tomkinson Creek. Shoeing horses, and 
repairing saddles and bags to carry our provisions back. We 
have now ran out of everything for that purpose, and are obliged 
to make all sorts of shifts, Toe. two taypaui | that I brought 
from Mr. Chambers’s station for mending ater are all used 
up some time ago, and nearly all the spare bags; the sewing- 
twine has been used, and we are obliged pois some oe 
old bags. We are all nearly naked, the scrub has been so severe 
on our clothes ; ‘one can scarcely tell the original colour of a single 
garment, they are so pesnbed, Our boots are also gone, It is 
with great reluctance that 1 am forced to return without a further 
trial. I should like to go back, and try from Newcastle Water, 
but bo peoriaicos mill not allow me eS started with 30 weeks’ 
oply at 1 flour per week, a ve now been out 26, and 
will take me 10 weeks before I can reach the first station. ‘The 
only wish I had uthcient to carry me over until the raih will fall in 
next March; I think I would be able to make both the Victoria 
and the Gulf. I had no idea when starting that the hills would. 
terminate so soon in such extensive level country, without water, or I 
should have tried to make the river, and seen what the country was. 
when I first saw the rising grounds from Mount Primrose, which 
are the sand and iron undulations passed over on my southernmost 
western ream Before I went to Newcastle Water they com- 
pletely deceived me ; for from the top of the Mount they had the 
appearance of a high range, which I was glad to see, thinking that. 
if the range I was then following | shana cease, or if I could not 
find a way into the river farther north, I would be sure to get in by 
that distant range, which caused me to leave the New . Water 
country sooner than I would otherwise have done; and now I have 
not provisions to take me back a From what I have seen of 
the country to the west and south of Newcastle Water, I am of 
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opinion that it would be no use trying again to make the river, for 
I believe no water can be obtained by sinking. The country is 
sandy table-land, on which not a drop of water remains, and there 
is not a blade of grass. To the west and north-west of Newcastle 
Water the country is appa adly. lower, and I think that water 
could be obtained at a te depth. It is the shortest distance 
between the waters, but the greatest difficulty would be in getting 
through the dense forest and scrub: that, | should think, could 
be overcome. For a line of telegraph three or four wells would be 
quite sufficient. It certainly isa great disappointment to me in 
not being able to get through, but I believe I have left nothing 
untried that has been in my power to do. I have tried to make 
the Gulf and river both before rain fell and immediately after it 
had fallen; but the results were the same—nsweressful, Even 
tifter the rain I could not get a step farther than before it. I shall 
commence my homeward journey to-morrow morning. Wind & 
The horses have had a severe trial from the long journeys they 
have made, and the great hardships and privations they have 
undergone, On my last journey they were 106 hours without 
water. 


Return. 


Friday, July 12.—Tomkinson Creek. The horse Reformer 
cannot be found, dead or alive, Started 9°10 A.w., course 180°, 
At 8 miles changed to south-east, following our former tracks, and 
at 25 miles arrived at our former camp on Morphett Creek ; er 
of water. Wind s, Mornings and evenings very cold, wit 
frost. 


Saturday, July 13.—Morphett Creek. Started at 8:20 a.m 


across the Whitington Range, and arrived at 1°45 p.w. Camped 
on Attack Creek ; no natives to be seen. Wind s,.w. 

Sunday, July 14.—Attack Creek. During the day sun very 
hot: wind s.w. No natives made their appearance. 

Monday, July 15,—Attack Creek, Arrived at Hayward 
Creek. Wind #.5. 

Tuesday, July 16.—Hayward Creek. Proceeded to Bishop 
Creek, and camped. Wind 8.£.; mornings and evenings very 
cold, 

Wednesday, July 17.—Bishop Creek, Proceeded to Tennent 
Creek, wages . Wind 8.5. 






 Thareday, July 18—Tennent Creek. Proceeded towards 


: 


Mount Samuel. Crossed the M‘Donall ranges farther to Se ae 


than before; found the crossing very easy. It is composed 
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the main On the south side are immense masses of nearly 
re Oe reaching the foot of the Mount I find that the rain 
not come thus far: I therefore unpacked the horses and sent 
them back to the large a llega in Goodiar Creek, as 
we have a long day’s journey before us to-morrow, and the water 
doubtful, Wind s.E.; Mount Samuel bearing 265°. 

Friday, July 19. —Mount Samuel. Proceeded towards Ann 
Creek, on the north side of the Murchison Range. Started at 
7°30 acm, and arrived at 3°30 por.; distance 25 miles. Found 
the water still plentiful ; towards the large holes. I now 
conclude that this water 1s permanent ; . Tittle or 10 rain seems to 
have fallen here since we left it. Wind s.x.; lat. 20°. 

Saturday, July 20.—Ann Creek. Rounded the Murchison 
Ranges, it being too to cross, Course 253°. Crossed 
= ae el ed to the creek on which I camped on 

former journey. Doasistiaciacde to the west and camped. 

I have named Thring Creek. Wind s.2. 

ran July 21.—Thring Creek, Murchison Ranges, Pro- 
ceeded across the southern spur of the Murchison Range, which we 
“sa yery steep and rugged. Arrived at the Bonney, and camped. 

Im &.E, 

Sunday, September 15, 1861,—Moolooloo. I shall leave to- 
morrow for Port Augusta, and proceed by steamer for Adelaide, 
eating the party to be brought into town by Mr, Kekwick. 

I cannot close my Journal without expressing my warmest 
thanks to my satin in command, and my other companions ; 
they have heen beave,. and shave. vied: with cach other in 
form their duties in such a manner as to make me, at all 
times, feel confident that my orders were carried out to the best 
of their ability, and to my entire satisfaction ; and I also beg to 
tender my best thanks to the promoters (Messrs Chambers and 
Finke) and the Government the handsome manner I was 
. fitted out. 





Joms M'Dovan Stvart, 
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XXV.—Expedition to the North-West Coast of Australia. 
By F. 'T. Greaory, Esq., F.2.G.8. oa 
Communicated by the ConontaL OFFice, 

Read, February 10, 1862. i 

:, Perth, November 18, 1861, 

if 20¢h, 1861.—All the preliminary arrangements in Perth 
fon been completed, and thes stores mas equipment of the:Expe- 
dition already sent on board the barque Dolphin, | proceeded to 

Fremantle, and shipped the 10 horses that had been furnished by — 

the settlers in this part of the colony; the remainder of the hay 

and water being also completed by 2 p.m., we were prepared to 
sail, when the agent for the vessel raised objections to our depar- 
ture, on the plea that the arrangements for the payments on — 
account of the charter were not satisfactory. Wrote accordingly 
by express to the private secretary for an acknowledgment that the 
reqgiisite documents were complete. | 
21s!.—Received reply from the private secretary to the effect 
that everything necessary had been approved of already by the — 

Governor; the agent would not, however, allow the vessel to leave 

until he had actually received the first instalment on account of the — 

22nd,—Accompanied Mr, Manning and Captain Dixon to — 

Perth, when they were informed by Colonial Trensurer that 

the money would be forthcoming on the presentation of the accounts. 

Returned to Fremantle, where we were detained for the remainder 
of the day, to enable the agent to close his accounts. 4 
23rd.—Went on board the Dolphin at 7 acw., and by 11 got” 
under weigh, with a fresh breeze from the E.N-E., and stood to the — 
win.w. ‘The portion of the exploring pasty embarked at Fremantle 
comprised the following persons:—F. T. Gregory, Commander; 

J. Turner, Assistant and Storekeeper; E. kman, W.5. si 

and J. M*Court, Assistants; and A. James, Farrier, Supplies of 

flour, salt pork, dried beef, preserved meat, bacon, sugar, tea, ke. 

sufficient for eight months, were provided for phe: of 93.3 

more volunteers and 10 horses having yet to be taken on board 

at Champion Bay. . 

24¢h.—Light winds from the north; at noon sighted land, im 
lat, 31° 28' 12” south; all hands attending to horses. oe 
25vh.—Experienced variable and contrary winds ; made but little ~ 


progress. | Pe 
26th.—W eather cloudy, winds unfavourable ; had a distant View 
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rendering it difficult to distinguieh the coast. ‘The weather clearing 
up, ran into Champion Bay, and came to anchor by noon, 4 mile 
north of the jetty, in 4 fathoms. Landed and procured a horse © 
from the Government Resident, and rode out to Mr, K. Brown's 
station. 

98:h.—Procured a horse for the Expedition from Mr. W. Moore, © 
on account of Hamersley and Co., and returned with it to the 


Bay. 
29th.—Sent round to the rest of the subscribers of horses to the 









<pedition. Party employed filling up ship's water-tanks. 
a0th—Mr, J. 1 ing arrived, as a volunteer, with 2 horses 
from Mr. W. Burges; also Mr. M. Brown, as a volunteer, with 
1 horse. The following gentlemen also sent horses :—Messrs. 
J. 8. Davis, 2; F. Du Boulay, 1; C. Von Bibra, 1; H. Gray, 1; 
M. Morrissey, 1; and J, Drummond, 12 sheep. Mr. P. Walcott 
joined as a volunteer for the collection of specimens of natural 
‘story and botany. Ship's crew employed discharging the 
remainder of the cargo from England, consigned to Champion 





oe Lst.—With the assistance of a number of gentlemen who 
kindly volunteered their aid, the 10 additional horses were safely 
swam off to the Dolphin, Captain Dixon and his crew being 
employed landing a steam-engine, Wrote to his Excellency the 
Governor, reporting intention to sail to-morrow. 
Boomer etter to Dr. Shotyaeed wea the Ro tember = 

ciety, reporting progress of the Expedition. Transferred order 
for 20" evp, subscribed by J. Williams, to Mr, T. Burges. ‘Took 
on board sheep sent by Mr. Drummond, and closed accounts at 


the Bay. ty fitting up mangers, &c. At 5h. 30m. Pat pot 
under Ne ata stood to the north-west, the sounding for 5 mile 
varying from 3} to 7 fathoms ; the sea breaking heavily for about a 
mile in a 0 direction from the end of the sheltering reef, 
showing a much greater extent of shoal-water than is noted on the 
charts. Established a routine of watches of two hours each, for the 
© members of the Expedition to attend upon the horses. 
. co Crake at noon found the latitude to be 26° 53's, P: 
long. 112° 30 EB arty preparing equipment, dryin, horse-slings; — 
&e Wind light from Salts baat | i mi an ) 
_ 4th. —Putting pack-saddles together, covering water-belts, &e, ; } 
light wind from south, ship making from 1 to 4 knots : course north 
by east. Incrensed allowanee of water to horses from 4 to o 
Ilons each, on account of the heat of the hold? Killed a sheep, 
at. at noon 25° 40"s., long. 112° 1" 8. 
Sth (Sund y).—Held Divine service. Passed through several 
drifts of seaweed at noon, in lat. 25° 43' 34" ¢., long. 112° 5’ ny 


e 
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showing a southerly current of nearly 2 miles per hour; cloudy, 
with light winds from south-east and south. — Y otes 
» 6th.—At noon sighted Cape Cuvier, bearing east 20 miles; lat. 
20° 52, long. 112° 53 E.; current of 19 miles south in 24 hours, 
7th—North-west Cape was visible at noon, bearing EB, = ¥, 
distant 25 miles, our lat. being 22° s., and long. 113° 18’ E. The 
Cape appears to have an elevation of 500 or 600 feet, and to be 
of a sandstone formation; the soil back on the hills appearing 
good, and clothed at this period of the year with an abundance of 
grass, wattles of large growth, and flooded gum-trees growimg on 
ie slopes ; the character of some of the lower hills and valleys is 
that of a mineral district. 
Sth.—Passed through many patches of drifting seaweed coming 
from the eastward. Light south-east winds and cloudy weather, 
Lat. 2° 24' s., long, 114° 37’ £. at noon. 
%th.—Richie’s Reef cannot be in the position shown on the 
charts, as we sailed over it, and saw no broken water. At noon 
found our lat. to be 19° 58's, and long, 115° 29" &. ; light winds 
from the south-cast, and a current of | mile per hour setting to the 
west or north-west. | 
 10th— At daylight sighted dre Island to the south-east, 
distant 10 miles, Ran x.n.z. till 10 a.m., with fresh breeze; 
tacked to south-west, with wind at £.; by noon it fell calm, havi 
fetched to within 10 miles of the north end of Delambre Islan 
| P.M. a light wind from the north-west enabled us to run in 
a rop anchor at G in 13 fathoms, the south end of Delambre 
bearing east, about 3 miles; at 1) a strong breeze sprang up from 
the south-east, freshening to a gale by 2 a.w. of the 11th. Tide 
setting to south-west, at 4 miles per hour, with a rise of 16 feet. 
11#4.—The gale continued to 11 a.m., when it moderated, the 
tide being full at about noon. Got under weigh at 1 P.M, and stood 
to the south-west, under top-sails, stemming a strong ebb-tide to 
3h, 30m. P.M, when we came to anchor in 5 fathoms (sand and 
shells), about 3 miles from the western shore of the bay, Sloping 
Head bearing north by east 5 miles. The water of the bay @ 
much discoloured, being of a deep reddish brown. In passing 
down the shore, we observed that the whole of what 1s shown on 
the charts as a promontory, extending to the north of Sloping 
Head, is an island, with a channel nearly half a mile wide, sepa- 
rating it from the main; to the outer portion was given the name 
of Dolphin Island. At 4 p,a. left the ship in the ifs boat, accom 
panied by Captain Dixon, Mr. Hall, and 4 men, and took 
soundings for 6 miles to the south-west down the centre of the 
bay, finding 5 and 6 fathoms all the way; the water ‘then shoaled 








‘to 3 fathoms, when, being within a mile of the head of the bay, it 
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became dark. Pulling about 2 miles to the south-east, ityerac a 
shoaled to 1 foot, when we grounded, and remained there il 
11 paw. when, the tide being at the full, we pulled for the ship 5 
hut not seeing her lights by 1 A.w.on the 12th, and the men being 
much fatigued, we lay on our oars for an hour, and then took a 
stretch for 2 miles fo the 8.8.5, to get under the shelter of the 
south-east shore of the bay, when, having no anchor, we lay-to till ° 
daylight, by which time the boat had drifted into heavy rollers 
under the high rocky land at the south-west head of the ber ; the 
wind having risen so much that the boat was only kept afloat by 
keeping her head to the sea. As we could not observe any spot at 
which we could land without the risk of swamping the boat and 
wetting: our firearms, we continued pulling towards the ship, the 
obb-tide assisting us, until 2 F.m., when, Just as all hands were 
becoming apecnsaly tired out, a boat was sent from the Deis 
to our relief, with a timely supply of biscuit and brandy, which, 
with the assistance of a tow-line, enabled us to reach the ship b 
3.p.m., very thankful that we had escaped what Ti coe tok meena 
likely to have proved a serious disaster. | 
Lith.—In the morning it blew so fresh from the castward that 
Captain Dixon did not like to move the vessel until 2 p.M., when we 
stnod to the south for about 4 miles, and came to anchor in 4 
fathoms, ‘Taking the life-boat and cutter, both well manned, we 
pulled south to the shore about 3 miles, the water gradually qe 
until at half a mile from the shore the boats grounded on a sand- 
bank, from which we walked, through mud, shells, and coral, to a 
belt of mangroves about 50 yards through, behind which rose a 
sand-bank about 30 feet high, covered with flowers and coarse 
From this to the foot of a range of rugged metamorphic 
sandstone, a distance of half a mile, was an open, undulating, loam 
plain, covered with grass just arriving at maturity, a few’ smal 
wattles, hakea, and white gum-trees. As the sun had now ¢et, we 
had only just time to ascend a few hundred feet up the rocky ridge, 
from which clevation could be discerned a sheet of water about a 
mile to the castward, which we attempted to reach, but it became 
‘so dark that it was found better to return to the boats, which were 
now high and dry. By 8 rau, the tide had risen sufficiently to 
admit. of Captain Dinan ixon's return to the Dolphin, while I remam 














wiih acportion. of my own party to mebt 4 | inatjons i 
the morning ; the leaky state of the cutter keeping one of us baling 
through the 4 


tight. 

1 ta AVHIE Messrs Turner, Brown, Harding, and Brockman, 
landed at 7 a.w., and walked to the sheet of water observed last 
night, but found it only a tidal inlet, terminating in a salt-marsh. 
Continuing on our course for 5 miles to the south-east, across a 
grassy plain, the soil being a light-brown loam, with occasional 
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of quartz and gneiss pebbles, and beds of limestone in irre- 
gular 9 in an hour and a half arrived at a deep stony water- 


course, containing some small pools of brackish water. ‘This stream 
was followed up to the southward abouta mile, but found to be dry, 
and did not appear to come from a greater distance than 20 miles, 
This river was named the Nickol. ‘The country to the south not 





being very promising we turned to the westward, recrossing the 
plain Rak to the south, passing several hollows, in which the ram- 
water had very recently rested, leaving a rich alluvial deposit, from 
which had sprung up asplendid ward of grass, which was still quite 
Not meeting with water in this direction, and the party not 
eing yet in full training, we were glad to return to the boat, which 
was reached by 2 p.m. ; the tide bemg now in, enabled her to come 
in close to the beach, the rise being found to be about 16 feet. By 
5h. we had returned to the ship, all tolerably well fatigued with our 
first day's march on shore, iy 
15th.—Not being satisfied to land the horses on a shore devoid 
of water, I determined to attempt a landing in a small sandy cove 
in the high rocky shore on the west of the bay, which we had been 
afraid to enter during the gale on the 12th. Leaving the ship 
with two boats and provisions for the day, we pulled for the little 
cove about 4 miles distant, bearing west by north, For the first 
3 miles the soundings santa show less ceatasily saat Louie 
the landing pete ienaily effected, as there now ves il little surf. 
shore wa: d to be generally very sandy, a low flat valet 








extending from the bead of the cove across the isthmus about 
miles to Mermaid Strait, where it terminated ina muddy mangrove 
creek. In about half an hour several wells were found, some con- 
taining rather brackish water ; but one, about 8 feet deep, ina hollow 
under a steep range of bare volcanic and granite hills, not mare 
than 200 yards from the beach, was found to contain an abundant 
supply of good water, grass being plentiful and of fine quality m 
the valleys ander the hills. Our principal requirements bemg now 
satisfied, it only remained to bring the ship in near enough to land 
the horses On our return to the Dolpfin we found that she had 
been visited by two natives, who had paddled off on logs of wood, 
2% Sp like canoes, not hollow, but very buoyant, about 7 feet long 
and | foot thick, which they propelled with their hands only, their 
legs resting on a little rail made of small sticks driven in on each 
Gale. At first they were afraid to come on board, but on friendly 
signs “aa Megs they ascended the ladder that had been put 
down ae them. They were both fine looking men, of pa 
‘teeth regular, and genetal features characteristic o the tribes ou 
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the west coast; their bodies were rather more spare, and had not 
on them a vestige of clothing. The Champion Bay dialect was 
quite incomprehensible to them; they, however, knew the use of 
both biscuit and tobacco, some of which was given them. After 
remaining several hours on board, they took their departure for the 
eastern shore of the bay, distant at least 6 miles, promising by pee 
to repeat the visit the next day. It is worthy remark that neither 
common on this coast farther to the eastward. “Their fearlessness 
and confidence in the good faith of Europeans would lead to the 
impression that this was not their first acquaintance with vessels on 
the coast. It was not far from this place that Captain P. P. King 
had a visit from natives similarly equipped more than ce — 
ago. While on shore to-day several new and very beautiful plants 
and flowers were observed, amongst them one in particular, which, 
without exception, is the handsomest shrub I have ever seen im 
Australia: in form the plant resembles a large chandelier, with a 
series of branches springing from a centre stem in sets of five cach ; 
on these are short erect stems a few inches apart, pms; five beauti- 
ful deep crimson dragon flowers, nearly 4 mches in length, grouped 
like lustres, producing a very gorgeous effect; the leaves of the 
plant are elegantly formed, like those of the mountain-ash, and are 
of arich green. A purple flowering bean, the seeds of which are 
the size of the Englich horse-bean, is here found in abundance, and 
is eaten by the natives. Melons similar to those formerly seen 
by me on the Gascoyne, several varieties of brachychiton, a small 
variety of the Adansonia, three or four different kinds of convolvulus 
(one of which runs along the sands near the beach with arms some- 
times as much as 40 yards in length), acacias, sterculia, and a 
variety of euca armen jpsaererpark tprabemdime 
growing among the hills in small quantities. 

16¢h.—Early this morning the Dolphin was moved to within 
3 miles of the cove visited yesterday, and anchored in 2} fathoms 
at the lowest water, the landing-place bearing west by north. By 
11 a.m. the first pair of horses were hoisted out and placed inf the 
water under the counter of the cutter; two other boats assisted in 
towing us to the shore, which occupied about an hour; the horses, 
on landing, being errr mart to stand, froth the length of time 
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they were in the water. On reaching the beach a serious accident 
occurred to Mr, Hearson, the d mate of the vessel, resulting 


from the negligence of James, the farrier, who, notwithstanding my 
repeated cautions to all the members of the Expedition to keep 
snappers on the locks of the guns, had omitted to do so, in conse- 
quence of which, on his gun or out, the hammer caught 
on the gunwale of the boat and discharged a ball through both the 


hips of the mate, causing him to fall in the water, which circum- 
stance fortunately tended materially to stop the hemorrhage: he 
wa® immediately carried to a sheltered spot, and a tent pitched over 
him. On examining the wound I found the ball had entered the 
right posterior, passing close below the joimt, and, taking an oblique 
direction through the lower edge of the pelvis, made its exit Im 
front of the left thigh, between the femoral artery and the principal 
tendon, without injuring either. This mishap, and the freshening 
of the breeze, prevented our landing any more horses to-day, the 
remainder of it Salus spent in making a camp and attending to the 
mfort of our wounded companion, who occasioned me some anxiety, 
as the treatment must entirely devolve upon myself, who possessed 
but a very limited amount of experience in matters of this nature. 
17th.—Four more horses were safely landed this morning, and 
we were returning to the vessel for another pair, when a party of 
fourteen natives made their appearance at the camp. At first they 
came boldly up, but on a a bea discharged as a signal for my 
recall, they appeared much alarmed, although they would net go 
away, Our numbers being small, I determined not to allow them 
to enter the camp, on account of their propensity to Sieve and 
the few that could now be spared to guard the stores were insufficient 
to keep a constant watch on their stealthy movements: [ therefore 
tried at first to make them understand that we had taken possession 
for the present, and did not want their company; they were, how- 
ever, very indig at our endeavours to drive them away, and 
y plainly ordered us off to the ship. It was very evident that 
our forbearance was mistaken for weakness, and that mischief was 
pee: I accordingly took hold of one of the most refractory 
and compelled him to march off at double-quick time, when they 
all retired to some rocky hills overlooking our camp, from whieh it 
was necessary to dislodge them. Taking Mr, Brown with me, we 
climbed the first hill, which made them retreat tothe next. Resting 
ourselves for a few minutes, and taking a view of the surroun ling 
country, we were just on the point of returning to the camp, when 
we observed three armed natives stealing down a ravine. to the 
horses, evidently with hostile intentions, as they shipped their spears 
on getting close enough to throw ; we did not, however, give them 
time to accomplish their object, as we ran down the hill im time to 
confront them, on which they took to the rocks. Seeing that it was 
now time to convince them we were not to be trifled with, and to 
put a stop at once to what I saw would otherwise terminate 1 












loodshed, we both took deliberate aim and fired a couple of bullets 


so close tu the principal offender, that be could hardly escape feeling 
within.a few feet of his body. After dark it set in to rain heavily 
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for an hour, when lights were observed moving in the direction of 
our horses, but the sentries being on the alert, no further attempt 
was made to molest us. . 
18¢h.—Two more horses were landed this morning, but rain 
setting in from the north-west, with a strong easterly wind below, a 
stop was put to landing any more wen’ 
Oh (Sunday ).—It rained both heavily and continuously 
during the night, but as our tents were good we did not experience 
much inconvenience from it, and it gave a fair prospect of finding 
a good supply of water on our contemplated trip into the interior. 
Mr. Hearson’s wound was progressing favourably, and I was in 
consequence enabled to go off to the ship and procure a few 
additional comforts. On our return two more horses were brought 
ashore, reducing the number on board to one-half. 
 20rk,—We succeeded in landing six more horses during the 
day; the great distance they had to be swam ashore made the 
process very slow and signing mee of the horses bemg scarcely 
able to stand for some time after landing, This mormng I made 
a rough survey of the cove and surrounding hills, and while so 
employed observed seventeen natives pass across the shoals at low 
water, carrying nets, but no weapons: they did not appear to fear 
us, or inclined to come up to the camp, nor did we offer them any 
encouragement, a3 in the present exposed state of our camp they 
would have been very troublesome. 

In the evening Mr. Brown and myself rode across the isthmus 
to Mermaid Strait, and found it to form a very fine and romantic- 
looking little harbour, surrounded by a beld rocky coast, giving 
it much more the appearance of an inland lake than an open 
strait. I have no doubt that it would afford an excellent harbour ; 





there is, however, reason to think it is equally difficult of access 
from the main, with the cove upon which our camp 1s, as a wide 
expanse of marsh land appears to extend all round behind the hills 
that bound it to the southward. 

21e¢,—The last four horses were landed this morning, as also 
the instruments and remainder of the stores required for our first 
journey. ‘The farrier, with two assistants, was kept busily em- 
i Ty RE 
t{—The forge was in full e y during the day, and great 
progress made with the shoeing and preparation fee eparture, 
Accompanied by Mr. Brown, I rode out to-day to reconnoitre and 
scek for a place through the hills that encompassed our camp: the 
only practicable outlet we found. to be through some very zene 
ravines to the south-west, where at about 5 miles we found, what 
had for some time suspected to be the case, that the whole of the 
isthmus upon which we had landed was cut off from the main land 
by an extensive salt-water mareh, commencing at the bottom of 
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Nickol Bay and running parallel to the general line of coast, at 
ina far as Enderby Island. Skirting the northern edge of the 
maftth for several miles to the westward, we found it gradually 
vetting wider and deeper; we accordingly returned tothe narrowest 
part, and rode into it for about half a mile, the water bem i 
shallow and the bottom sufficiently firm to carry us, although wit 
considerable labour to the horses. Finding it was getting late, we 
determined to try and return to the camp round by the head of 
Nickol Bay, and succeeded in climbing over the rocks and boulders 
that encumber this portion of the coast, until we were within a 
quarter of a mile of the camp, when the tide came in upon us 50 
quickly that, after having been repeatedly thrown down by the surf, 
we were compelled to leave the horses jammed up in the rocks just 
above high-water mark, and proceeded on foot to the camp. 
23rd.—At 3 a.m., the tide having fallen sufficiently, Messrs. 
Brown and Harding were enabled to bring in the horses left im- 
prisoned last night. During the day all the arrangements for our 
departure were completed, and in the afternoon Mr. Hearson was 
removed to the Dolphin, having been kept on shore since the acci- 
dent, to be constantly under my own attendance; he was now 
rapidly recovering, although much reduced. Wrote instructions 
for the guidance of Captain Dixon and Mr. Waleott during the 
absence of the expedition, the latter gentleman being left in charge 
of the stores and to make such observations as the means at his 


bi 0m should admit of. 

-24h.—Landed at daylight, intending to make a start, as it was 
the Queen's birthday: but owing to some of the horses having 
rambled we did not succeed in getting them all in and saddled up 
before 2 = when three or four of the horses that had not been 
accustomed to carrying packs commenced playing up and scatterimg 
their loads in all inertia straining and | invites salnataal octal 
of the packsaddles, which detained us until so late in the day that 
1 deemed it best to return to camp, and, as the forge had not been 
removed to the ship, to shorten some of the saddle-irons, to render 
them Jess liable to injury, which was otherwise a great improve- 
ment, i 
25th.—The re-adjustments having been satisfactorily accom= 
plished, we made @ fair start this morning by 9 a1. and arrived 
on the edge of the marsh by 11 h. 30 m., hoes herb Asche 
a survey of the several channels from the summit of a high granite 
hill, we entered the waste of mud at a point where itdid not appear 
to be rare than 2 miles done an hour's ale ome us fi te 
through on to terra firma, only one horse having to 2 assisted by 
the removal of his load. After resting an hour anda balf for 
dinner we resumed our route’ in a south direction, across an exten- 
sive low grassy plain of red clayey loam, passing over a few rocky 
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ridges at sunset, and at 6 P.o. encamped on a dry creek 20 yards 
wide, water being found in some clay pans in the adjoining plain. 
(Camp 2.) 
Sek Balog Sunday, the camp was only moved a mile farther 
to a fine pool of water in a river 80 yards wide, with beautiful 
orassy banks, which I named the Maitland : it comes from the 
south-east, and may probably have a course of 60 miles, coming 
pe a plain 5 or 6 miles wide, the greater part of which is occa- 
sionally inundated by floods from the interior. Cockatoos and 
other game were plentiful, sixteen of the former being killed by 
Mr. Brockman at one shot: they were white, with orange-tinted 
feathers in the crest, similar to those on the Murchison and Gas- 
coyne rivers. It may be as well here to observe that upon first 
starting a breelas routine of duty had been established in the pars 
the care at scorn f five horses being told off to each two of the 
ry, as they could lift on opposite packs simultaneously ; and then 
ug all numbered, every one could at once know the loads under 
charge. The night was also divided into eight watches, com- 
mencing at 8 p.. and ending at 6 a.m. ; the duty of the first wateh 
being to cook the bread for the following day, and the last. to have 
breakfast ready in the morning by the time it was light enou h to 
see, By this arrangement no time was lost, and every one knew 
what was under his particular charge. (Camp 3.) 

27th.—Having determined in the first instance to strike to the 
westward, with a view to cutting any large rivers coming from the 
interior that might serve to lead us through the rocky hills that 
hemmed us in in that genres we this morning took a ss.w. by 8. 
course to 11h, 40 m., when we crossed a dry stream-bed, 60 yards 
wide, coming out of the granite ranges to the southward, the country 
becoming more barren as we edged upon the spurs of the rocky 
ills, At 2 pa. we halted on the banks of Bin seytrinea of 
the same size as the last, when it came on to rain; resuming our 
march at 4h. 10 m., steering west to 6, when we encamped on a 
dry gully, with a little feed near it. Having pitched the tents, it 
continued to rain until 11 pr. when a sudden rush of water swept 
down the valley, filling the watercourse and carrying away our fire; 
and before on ie time to remove the baggage to higher ground, 
we hada foot of Water in the camp. Fortunately nothing was lost 
7 ao and it only served as a useful lesson for the future. 
stores, 30 that we hid not-inake a ‘start until web F our-and-a- 
half hours’ travelling over stony country, principally covered with 
triodia, but "containing several patches of good grass, brought us 
to another river, 50 yards wide, in which were a fe ww pools. ‘This 
stream was followed up to 5 P.w., when we left it, and halted on 
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an open plain cloee to some shallow clay-pans containing rain 
water; our course for the 4 having been about south-west 11 
miles. (Camp 5. Lat. 21° 7'.) 

- 99¢h.—By an azimuth of the sun's centre taken this morning, 
the magnetic variation was observed to be about 20° west. Steer- 
ing w. 230° EB. mag. soon brought us out of the hills into a 
plain extending as far as the eye could reach to the north-west, 
with afew patches of good grass upon it, but mostly covered with 
triodia, which was now just ripe, yielding fine heads of seed, which 
the horses are very fond of. “At 13 miles struck the channel of a 
considerable river coming from the south. As this offered us a 
fair prospect of working inland, and we had already attained nearly 
to long. 116°, or about the meridian of the mouth of the Alma, 
the stream was followed up for an hour, its average breadth being 
over 200 yards) At 4h, 40m, encamped at a fine spring on the 
hank of a deep pool, under a cliff of metamorphic sandstone nearly 
800 feet high ; a cane, much resembling a Spanish reed, growing 
in considerable quantities near the water. (Camp 6. Lat. 21° 18 
long. 116° 4°.) 

‘BOth.—Soon after starting this morning, we came upon a camp 
of 15 or 20 natives, on the bank of a Sei Sor water, hemmed 
in by steep rocky hills, up which th tily scrambled on our 

yproach, and on reaching the summit, tried by various gestures 
to express their disapproval of our visit, but would not hold any 
parley with us. At 5 miles the river turned abruptly to the 
north-east through a precipitous rocky defile, which induced us to 
make an attempt to cut across and strike the river some miles 
higher up; but after being for some time involved in im racticable 
ravines, we were again obliged to have recourse to the bed of the 
river, although incumbered with beds of large stones, over which 
the horses had great difficulty in travelling; so that by sunset we 
had not accomplished more than 6 miles in a direct east-by-south 
line from last night'scamp. (Camp 7. Lat. 21° 19 29°.) 

- 8lst.—The general course of the river during to-day was very 
little to the south of east, its banks still maintaining the same 
rocky and oe character, marks of imundation being 
frequently observed at the height of 30 feet above the 
stream, which now was only running gently in a channel not more 
than 30 yard. wide; bob abet 4 occupying the whole of the 
valley, which averages a quarter of a mile m width, The larger 
, resembling trout, similar to those found in the Lyons and 
Gascoyne rivers. A very handsome tree, resembling an ash, grew 
on the margin, bearing a beautiful white flower, 4 to inches 
across, having on the inside a delicate tinge of yellow, and yielding 
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of the day, but would not come near us ; in one instance, however, 
we came upon one so suddenly, that he had only time to jump ipto 
a pool to escape being surrounded by the party. After calling for 
some time most lustily for his friends, he gradually crept away 
amongst the canes and disappeared. Only one tributary of any 
gize was observed to join the river in the course of the days 
march, and that came in from the southward, At 5 h, 20 m. pM. 
halted on the banks of a deep pool, surrounded by fine cajeput- 
trees and flooded gum, grass being plentiful for our horses. 
| 8. 
( Fis There was a decided improvement in the = seg 
of the valley as we continued to ascend the river : the d p pools 
were more continuous, and grass more abundant; the high lands 
on either bank still, however, retained their ragged outlines, and 
were clothed with little else but triodia. ‘Travelling. along the 
bed of the river was nevertheless difficult and dangerous for the 
horses, on account of the immense uantity of rounded boulders 
of water-worn rocks that occupied as fates portion of the channel, 
and frequently jammed the horses into narrow passes, where they 
could not be extricated without meeting with very severe falls, 
which very soon crippled more than one of them; their shoes also 
began to. be wrenched off by being caught in the deep clefts of the 
rocks, very goon expending all the extra sets brought with us. 
Just before coming to our night’s halt a large stream-bed, 40 yards 
wide, was observed to come in from the southward, (Camp %. 
Lat. 21° 28' 18”, long. 116° 31’ by account.) 
2nd (Sunday)—H ving abundance of feed and water, we 
Jadiy availed ourselves of it, to make it a day of rest; it also 
which, as I had reason to expect, had gone very irregularly 
3rd.—Made an early start, and as the valley of the river was 
not quite so rugged as that we have passed over during the last 
two or three days, by noon we had accomplished about 3 miles, 
the course of the river still being very little from the southward of 
east; we had not, therefore, made much progress towards the 
Lyons river (our more immediate destination), and to quit the 
ey was out of the question, as there is no feed or water out of 


_ it, within a reazonable distance. Both the valley and surroun 
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eountr ize detiitate of.trees, ahd: bold hills of mmetamoeysbi<:nande 
stone frequently jut out into the valley and terminate in : 
cinta ce Ren igh. ‘Towards the evening | 





@ the river 
had been comm the ward of east. tomp 10, — Lat 
91° 27' 48") -- ar 
 4th.—During the forenoon the river became much hemmed in 






the bed being a succession of rapids, over a 
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bare rocky channel ; but after the noon-halt the stream came more 
from the south-east, with wide ey flats on either side, in many 


parts very boggy, and producing felaleuca leucodendron, with 
tall straight stems, gat a trary of eucalyptus, resembling E. 
piperita, White sandstone and shales began to make their 
appearance on the banks, and the water in the river had a saline 
taste. Several of the horses began to show signs of being much 
distressed, by falling and sticking fast in the mud, from which 
hey had not strength to extricate themselves, even after being 
relieved of their loads. Ducks were plentiful and tolerably tame, 
(Camp 11. Lat. 21° 33’ 55", long. 117° 2' by account.) ) 
“$th.—Having marked a large double-stemmed gum-tree with 
NAE and the date, we made a start up the river, but at about a 
mile found the valley narrow in until the channel of the river, 
which was here full of water, was walled in on both banks by 
perpendicular cliffs, from which we were compelled to turn bach 
nearly to our last night's camp. During the last two days we 


hind caught an occasional glimpse of an elevated range,of hills 


extending for many miles parallel to the river and about 10 miles 
to the southward, which rendered it probable that some change 
would now be found in the character of. the back country, Ss 
us to travel without being so frequently retarded by the rocks and 
bends of the river. A suitable spot was accordingly selected for 
ascending out of the valley, which was accomplished with some 
diffieulty, when the country was observed to be intersected for 
many miles by deep ravines, terminating, however, to the south i 


a level plain, extending to the base of the range already referred — 


to. After four hours’ heavy toiling, we at length reached the 
summit of the plain, water having been found in one of the rocky 
gullies by the way. For the first half mile, on entering the plain 
or table-land, the ground was stony and covered with stunted 
acacia, but it very quickly changed into a rich clayey loam, 
yielding a splendid crop of kangaroo and other grasses, melons, 


and small white convolvulus, yielding a round black seed the aze 


of a pea, which we found scattered over nearly the whole surface 
of the plain for miles together. In the lower parts of the flat 
raiti-water appeared to have remained in shallow clay-pans until 
very Sine | Soca much of the a ie which was replaced by 
atriplex bushes. As we approached the 

ground became stony and covered with triodia; good grass was 
still, however, to be food in the ravines leading olrt of the hills, 


and as our object was now to shape a course to the southward, we 
‘ mi hope that: 


followed up one of the most promising valleys, in 
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running in parallel bands, one above another, to the height of 500 
or 600 feet, and frequently extending, without a break, for 10 or 
15 miles along the face of the range. The horses being much 
faticued by the climb from the valley of the river, we encamped at 
4h. 10 m. within the hills, and without water. (Camp 12.) 
6th.—A light drizzling rain came on ae in the morning, but 
not enough to 33 y the horses, which rambled so far during the 
night in search of it, that it was noon before they were all collected. 
Quitting the range, which had been named, after one of the most 
liberal promoters of the Expedition, Hamersley Range, we took a 
north-east course, crossing over <i or 14 miles of beautiful Pee 
grassy plain, in many parts the kangaroo gras reaching above 
the ase: backs ; the al vein. of the richest c pte occa- 
sionally containing beds of singular fragments of op: ine rocks, 
resembling ancient lava, By 5 h, 30 m, rw. we reached the river 
again, several miles above the deep glen that had checked our 
course on the 5th, The valley having again opened out, gave us 
easy access to its banks, which were here a rich black post one 
containing numerous springs. Here was first observed a very 
handsome fan-palm, growing in topes, some of them attaining to 
the height of 40 feet and 20 inches diameter, the leaves measurn 
8 to 10 fect in length. The river had again opened into deep 
reaches of water, and contained abundance of fish resembling 
cobblers, weighing 4 and 5 Ibs. each. The whole character of the 
country was evidently changing for the better, and as I have no 





doubt that at no distant period it will become a rich and thriving 
settlement, I named the river the Fortescue, after the Under 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, under whose auspices the 
Expedition took its origin, and the large expanse of fertile plain 
that lies between the river and the Hamersley Range, Chichester 


7th.—A quarter of a mile up the river brought us to a fine 
ag! from the south, running strong enough to supply a larg 
will, ‘This had to be traced up for 2 miles before we could find a 
ford ; it was found to take its rise in several deep pools, eas 
springs issuing out of the plains crossed yesterday. Some pow 
springs were also observed to flow into the river from the north- 
ward, a la ai HORT of saalabeast a rank under- 
prowt th of canes, flags At § oles the river aga 1in presented 
a wide reach of water several miles in length, after which it all at 
once broke up into numerous channels, wandering through a forest 
of white gum, well grassed, the soil being highly fertile. Owing 
to my having been accidentally trodden upon by one of the horses, 
we were obliged to ron cesmlga. having only made about 12 miles, 
(Camp 14, Lat. 21° 40' 42"; long., by account, 117° 17’ BE.) 
eh.—Following up the channel upon which we had encamped, 
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in about an hour it was lost in open grassy plains, which we 
continued to traverse until noon, ihe struck on a well-defined 
stream-bed, which had branched off a mile or two short of last 
Benes camp. Grass and water being abundant, we halted. till 2, 
when we resumed an easterly route to 5h. 30 m., over rather stony 
ag yielding triodia. Encamped after dark without water or 
d, tying the horses up short to prevent their rambling ; having 
accomplished about 20 miles in an i.s.x. direction during the day, 
(Camp 15. Lat. 21° 49' 40") amet. 
> Oth ( Sunday),—Less than a mile this morning brought us to a 
grassy channe containing water, which was followed up for a short 
distance, when we halted for the remainder of the day to refresh 
our tired and famished horses, (Camp 16.) 
~ 10t4.—The channel of the river was still followed for several 
miles to the eastward, when it again disappeared in open pais 
extending to the base of the Hamersley Range, which still con- 
tinued to run parallel to the river, at about 7 miles’ distance to 
the southward. Pools of water were occasionally found in channels. 
scooped out of the alluvial soil of which the plains were composed, 
the waters of the Fortescue, during the ssa of the summer raing, 
ceeding over the country for miles, and leaving a rich deposit of 
uvial mud, adding greatly to its fertility, In the course of thé 
afternoon we came suddenly upon a party of natives, diggi 
foots. One woman, with a child about five years of age, hi 
close to our line of march, and did not move until she was afraid 
of being run over by the pack-horses, when she ran away, leaving 
the child gazing upon the monster intruders with a look of passive 
wonder. It ing 
from a cutaneous disorder. On giving it a piece of damper, it 
quickly began to devour it, tearing it to fragments with its ig . 
r 








t was a poor, ill-conditioned-looking object, suffering 


and attenuated fingers, with all the keenness of a hawk. Welelt 
it standing with a lump of bread in each hand, where its mother 
would no doubt find it when she came to see what had been left of 
it by the darge dogs, as the aborigines of this part of Australia call 
# oe without water. (Camp 17. Lat. 21° 55' 57", long. 


_ Hlth —Four miles to the south-east we came upon a pool of 
brackish water, surrounded with bulrushea, in a channel coming — 
from the south of the Hamersley Range, again apparently — 
us a chance of getting to the southward. We according y struck 
for the gorge out o rag this stream asc an sae mm 
‘penetrating for three miles up a ver rocky gully, filled. with some 
of the hataiees triodia we had BL ict haal to halt | 
for the night in a narrow oa where there. was scarcely room: to 
rhores. (Camp 18. Lat. 22° 12'52") 
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\ 12th.—One of the horses having clipped his halter during the 
night, Messrs. Brown and Brockman returned down the g ly to 
track it up, while we made an attempt to follow up the — defile 
in which we were hemmed, but a quarter of a mile bro us to 
an impassable barrier of cliffs. Retracing our rH about a mile, 
we again made an attempt more to the eastward, and this time 
succeeded in reaching a considerable stream-bed, which ultimatel 

proved to be the main channel of the Fortescue, and led us through 
the range, Resting till noon, Messra Brown and Brockman 
overtook us with the missing horse, when we resumed our route 


up the bed of the river to the southward, until again brought to a 


dead stand by the whole bed of the stream being oceupied by 
deep pools of water, fed by numerous strong springs, As it was 
tting late in the day, I left Me pate to form a camp, while I 
climbed the hills te get a view of the country in advance, A 
laborious ascent of nearly an hour brought me to one of the 
highest summits of the range, at an elevation of about 2,700 feet 
above the sea, and 700 above the bed. of the river. From this 
hill I had a fine view to the southward, and observed that by 
following up a small dry ravine to the south-east, there would be 
a fair prospect of reaching a large extent of open level plain, that 
came within 2 or 3 miles of the camp, in that direction. To the 
east and south-east the range was lofty and mountainous, while to 
the south and south-west stretched open grassy plains, occasionally 
interrupted by bold detached hills, apparently of the same forma- 
tion as the Hamersley Range. On descending to the camp, 1 
started a fragment of rock of a few tons’ weight, which rushed: with 
fearful velocity towards the deep gorge in which the horses were 
feeding. After carrying all before it for a quarter of a mile, it 
madg a clear spring over a cliff 200 feet in depth, and plunge 
into the waters below with a sound like thunder, inducing a belief 
atthe camp that a large portion of cliff had fallen, Fortunately 
it did not produce an estampede, which I had known to have been 
caused on another occasion by 4 similar occurrence, (Camp 19, 
Lat. 22° 15’, long, 118° 4' 30",) . 
18th —Availing ourselves of the observations made yesterday, 
We sucevedeil, 4 hard scramble of two hours, in gettine 
through the remaining portion of the range, our horses vingr 
learned to. climb like poate, or they never would have accom. 
plished the passage. The plain appears to have a considerable 
elevation above those to the northward, and is drained by several 
deep breaks throu 1 the Hamer Range. Resuming a s,s.w. 
course to lat. 22° 26" 32”, we at at first over some very stony 
land, yielding little else besides triodia and stutited acacia, but for 
the last 6 or 7 miles was a rich alluvial clay, covered with v ry 
fair pasture, and water was found in abundance ip pools in the bed 
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ofa watercourse coming from the south-east. (Camp 20. Lat. : 
22° 26° 53".) 


‘14th,—On our first landing at Nickol Bay, the nights had been 
very mild, but we now began to feel them cold and bracing. 
This was partly owing to the increased elevation of Pic we 
were now travelling over; the south-east wind, coming off the 
mountainous country, was very keen, and almost frosty early in 
the morning. Our course this day was at first over tolerably good 
country, which gradually became more and more rocky, the ridges 
increasing ih elevation, until the aneroid barometer fell to 27-30, 
peng an altitude of 2,400 feet above the sea. Night overtook us 
in a deep rocky ravine, where we had mueh difficulty in gees 
the pack-horses together, and were at last compelled to unload 
them amongst rocks in the bed of a dry watercourse trending to 
the westward; a little grass being procurable in the vicinity. 
Fortunately water had been met with at noon: so that we were 
not pi | for want of it, (Camp 21, Lat. 22° 41' 43°.) | 
1oth.— Following the gully upon which we had encamped, it led 
us to the westward, over a very rocky line of country, until 1 P.o1., 
when, not meeting with any water, and the horses showing great 
weakness and symptoms of distress from the loss of their shoes, it 
was found desirable to quit the main gully and try and find feed 
and water “ a promising tributary coming from the north, with 
the view of ultimately falling back on the plains under the _ 
Hamersley Range, should we fail to meet with water sooner; — 








fortunately, however, in an hour we came upon a small supply 
amongst rocks, surrounded by some tolerable feed. Had we } 
failed to find this timely relief, it is probable that not more than — 
half the horses would have been able to carry their loads hack to 
the nearest known water-hole, (Camp 22.) . j 

16th (Sunday).—This day of rest was alike acceptable to mat 
and horse, and afforded me an opportunity, after reading prayers 
to the party, to clear a set of lunar distances, by which 1 found ; 
that the chronometer would have placed us 40 miles to the west of 
our true position, I had long since observed that it could not be 
trusted under even ordinary variations of temperature, but could 
procure no other, the Acting Surveyor-General having declined to 
supply me with either of the two chronometers belonging to bis 


department that could be relied on, and im consequence 1 now 
found I should be compelled to have recourse entirely to lunar 
observations and triangulation for the compilation of the map®, 
which would add very much to the amount of labour and liability 
-to error. Several crested pigeons, white cockatoos, 


| eee or partridges, were shot as they came to drink at the water-_ 
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that we were enabled to resume a south-west course, following 
down the bed of the stream to lat. 22° 51’, the country slightly 
improving towards evening; but we again had to encamp without 
water, having however obtained a small quantity in some gravel 
at noon, "The hills to the east of our track rose about 1000 feet 
above the bed of the watercourse, and consisted of pees 
sandstones and shales, intersected by whinstone dykes, their 
summits being capped with red conglomerate, In one place the 
river had cut through a ridge of altered rocks, and exhibited a 
very singular contortion of the strata, the lamine being Pikes 
up into an arch of 100 feet high, showing a dip on each flank of 
ans forming a cave beneath, running for some distance into the 
‘hi ‘Camp 23.) 
: 184i —_Continging to follow the stream-bed south-west see or 
miles, we came upon a patch of very green grasa, on which we 
halted, to allow the nwsiegthe Benefit, on account of their not 
ving had any water since noon yesterday. In the meanwhile, 
ccompanied by Mr. Brown, I started off and walked to a pro 
minent hill 6 miles to the south, to get a view of the surrounding 
eountry. From the summit of this hill, which we found to have 
an elevation of 700 or 800 feet, we procured a valuable round of 
bearings, and had a distant view of the country to the southward, 
Level plains and detached ranges of woderate elevation appeared 
to be the general character of the country towards the Lyons 
River. We returned to the party by 3 p.a., and were glad to 
find that Curing our absence water had been found in shallow 
clay-pans a mile to the weatward, to which we moved over and 
ne a) (Camp 24: Lat. 22° 56° 23", long. by account 
19th.—We were unable to proceed this day, owing to m 
having eaten some of the dwarf sherk which I hack 
formerly observed to be used as food by the natives on the 
Gascoyne, but which had produced with me violent headache and 
vomiting. The horses were, however, enjoy excellent feed ; 
‘and [ contrived to work up my map and clear a lunar. 
— 20¢h.—Started at 7h. 25 m., with 19 te eee 
to leave behind a horse belonging to Mr. Lennard, so |. hat 
he sages not move. praeeoion the stream-bed nearly west for 10 
miles, came upon a pool of permanent water, containing flags—the 
first we had met with since quitting the Hamersley Face This 
was of preat value, as there was no water that could abr een 
upon on our return, in the last 60 miles. Pushing on quickly for 
12 miles farther, the river entered a wide plain, in which was some 
tolerable feed ; we had again, however, to halt for the night without 


water. 
= 2ist.—Although the size of the channel of the river we had 
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been following down for the last 60 miles had considerably 
increased both in width and depth, yet very little water had been 
found in it, and as it took a decided turn in its course this morning 
to north-west, after two hours’ ride, without observing any change, 


and there being every appearance of its keeping the same course 
for the next 2 siilen I was convinced that it could not be a 
tributary to either the Edmund or Lyons, which I had at. firet 
oped it might prove, ‘he barometer also ranged too high for it 
to be at a sufficient elevation to admit of it flowing into either of 
hose rivers, as the elevation of the Lyons at the confluence of the 
Alma is at least of the same altitude above the sea. Having 
named the river the Hardey, we fell back upon the pools: passed 
yesterday, where I had decided upon forming a depét camp, at 
which to rest the weakest horses, while with a lightly-equipped 
party I es to complete the exploration of the country imter- 
vening between this and the Lyons River. (Camp 26. Lat. 
22° 58" 28", long. 117° 10'.) | 
22nd.—In accordance with the plan decided wpon yesterday, I 
started this day, accompanied by Messrs. Brown, Harding, and 
Brockman, with 3 pack-horses, conveying § days’ provisions and 
14 gallons of water, Twelve miles on a s.8,w. course over a very 
stony country brought us to a deep stream-bed trending in the 
sane direction, which we pursued for 15 miles, the country 
gradually improving, until the channel was lost in an open plain of 
rich’ soil, covered with. fine green grass. Several pools of rain- 
water of a deep red colour, but fresh and sweet, gave us a good 
camp for the night; a set of stellar observations giving the lat 
23° 19 16". To the south, at about 6 miles" distance, lay a bold 








range of hills, running nearly east and west, with many shi 
summits, having an average elevation of from 600 to 1000 feet 
above the plain, and extending for 12 or 15 miles to the eastward, 
while to the west it was lost in numerous broken hills of lesser 
elevation. | (Camp 27, 
<vrd.—As to pass the eastern end of the range appeared likely 
to take us too much off our course, we struck for what appeared ‘ 
be a break in the hills about 7 miles to the south-west. ‘The first 
© miles was across an open grassy plain, at times subject to imum 
dation, which brought us to the bank of a fine river, containing 
permanent reaches of fresh water, lined with canes, the channel 
enerally being from 100 to 200 yards wide, with a depth of 40 
t; it waa now barely running, but it was quite evident thatit 
was too large for either the Alma or Edmund, and its bed must be 
at least 200 feet below the level of those rivers. We, however, 
determined to follow it so long as it ran to the south of west, which 
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altered its course to w.¥.w., and appeared to continue that ‘ 
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direction for many miles, probably until joined by the Hardey, 
when, in all likelihood, it continues its course direct to Exmouth 
Gulf. Anxious as I naturally was to continue the examination 
of this promising river, time and the condition of our horses’ feet 
did not permit us to do so with advantage. Naming it the 
Ashburton, after the noble President of the Royal Geographical 
Society, we quitted its verdant banks, and took a south course up 
a stony ravine, which led us into the heart of the range, where we 
soon became involved amongst steep rocky ridges of sharp slaty 
schist, which very quickly deprived the horses of many of thei 
remaining shoes, and retarded our preven much that by might- 
fall we found ourselves to be in only lat. 28° 28° 15°—hemmed m 
on all sides by rugged country, yielding little else but small acacia- 
trees and triodia. A little water and grass was, however, obtained 
in the bed of a stream tributary to the Ashburton, The summits 
of the hills paseed over during the day had been seen from the 
Lyons River in aN and were now named the “ Capricorn 
Die k—A rather rough tidge of four hours to the south-east 
ht us to a watercourse 60 yards wide, trending to the N.N.E,,” 
in which we found pools of water, lined with reeds and flags. This 
was traced up to the southward till 5 p.., when we entered a deep 
gorge in a sandstone range, the bed of the stream becoming very 
stony and full of melaleuca-trees; it, however, contained many 
fine pools and strong running springs, with a small supply of grass, 
There was now a fair prospect of our reaching the Lyons, aos 
the 1 we were entering must contain the sources of the 
Edmund, which river has a much more restricted course than was 
ey eupposed. (Camp 29. Lat 28° 42’ 15"). 
th.—The country continued hilly for about 10 miles, when we 
arrived at the summit of a granite and sandstone table-land, at the 
extreme sources of the watercourse we had been following up. 
From this point we had at last the satisfaction of observing the 
bold outlines of Mount Augustus, bearing &s.£. about 30 miles, 
while more to the westward could be discerned the summits. of 
Mounts Phillips and Samuel, and yet more to the right the 
southern face of the Barlee Range. Descending to the south across 


An open we struck for a remarkable Borge in @ granite 
range (the only one now between us and the Lyons), at which we 
arrived by sundown. On examining this singular gorge, it was 
found to be an: almost ay peas cut through a narrow ridge 
nearly 200 feet in depth, the length of the pass not exceeding 200 
“La the plain on each side being nearly on the same level, 

rom the summit of this pass the course of the stream could be 
traced across the fertile flats of the Lyons until it was lost in the 
numerous channels of that river, and I was able to obtain bearings 
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to many well remembered objects noticed on my former visit to 
this part of the country. (Camp 30, Lat. 23° 46’ 45".) 
26th.—As we had only four days’ rations left, and no obje 
could be attained by advancing farther south, unless there had 
been time to examine the present condition of the pasture in 
the vicinity of Mount Augustus, we marked several trees on the 
“north side of the gorge close to a pool, and retraced our steps to 
within a mile of our camp of the 24th, having improved upon our 
outward track by keeping rather more to the eastward. (Camp 31.) 
 21th.—Instead of returning by the rough route by which we 
ame through the Capricorn Range, we followed the stream to the 
3.E., through a good country all the way to the Ashburton, 
which: river it joined in lat. 22° 26', passing through the end of 
the range 1 mile south of the junction. In this MES WE ENCAl pec 
on a fine deep pool, in which we caught a mnall-siaatioe of fish 
showing the water to be permanent. (Camp 32.) 
28¢h.—Making an early start, we soon crossed the Ashburton, 
and rode for 12 miles across open plains, thinly timbered and 
Yrelding a large quantity of good pasture, principal of kangaroo 
“prass, which here grew to the height of 6 feet, ting for several 


hours at the water-holes of the 22nd, at 4h. 30m, p.m. we resumed. 


our route, having filled our water-kegs, and pushed on to within 
16 or 17 miles of the depot, encamping amongst some good grass 
on our outward route, but without any water except what we 
carried with uz. (Camp 33.) | 
=th.—Giving our horses rather more than a gallon of water 
each, we made an early start just as it came on to rain, which was 
the first shower we liad experienced since the 27th May; it 
continued until noon, but not heavy enough to leave any surface 
water on the parched and thirsty ta Keeping more to the 
westward than our outward track, we escaped much of the stony 
ground then passed over, and arrived at the depot camp by 2 Pim. 


d0th (Sunday.)\—Remained in camp and read prayers to the 


, July Ist-—The horses left at the depit were much improved by 
their 9 days’ rest, and had we been provided with more shoes for 
them, I should have at once returned to the Ashburton, and traced 


that river up to the eastward, as it offered a fine opportunity of 


penetrating to the south-east, probably at least another 100 miles; 


and our provisions on a reduced allowance would admit of our 3 


remaining out 40 days longer; but the lameness of many of the 


horses, and the lacerated condition of their fetlocks, convinced me 


that should we meet with any more difficulties or rough country 
Poy Aster mteatier ieaete, obahone: aeooki*valhabis tian gaaia 
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and we should probably fail to get many of the horses 
therefore deemed it more prudent to return at once by & a 
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shorter route more to the eastward, so soon as we had repassed the 
Hamersley Range, and, obtaining a refit at the bay, to throw, all 
our remaining time into the second trip. We accordingly to-day 
Teturned to Camp 24, where we found the horse left there on the 
‘20th June, sufficiently recovered to accompany the party, although 
incapable of carrying a load. The remainder of the day was 
devoted to obtaining bearings, and adding to the triangulation of 
the many remarkable summita visible from this part of the country. 
2nd.—The country generally being very rough, except on the 
banks of the Hardey, on our cutward track, we found it desirable 
to return along it, more particularly as there was a better prospect 
of procuring water by so doing. ‘At about 20 miles we found a 
lite #@ water under a cliff in the bed of the stream, and halted for 
the night. acer 34.) 2 
$rd.—BStill returning on our old track, at 5 miles I stopped to 
ascend a very remarkable hill which had formed an important 
aint in the triangulation of this part of the country, to which had 
Gets given the name of Mount Samson. Sending the party on- 
Ward to wait for me at Camp 22, I commenced the ascent of the 
mount, which proved something more than I had calculated upon, 
as it occu at does than an hour's sharp toil to arrive at its 
summit; when gained, however, it amply repaid the trouble, ag 
from it I could discern almost every prominent hill or peak within 
60 or 70 miles, and amongst them the mountain which, on a former 
occasion, I had procured a bearing to from Mount Augustus, at a 
distance of 124 geographical miles, and which I now named 
Mount Bruce, after the gallant commandant of the troop who has 
always warmly supported me in carrying out explorations, This 
art of the country I believe to be tis most elevated in North- 
West Australia: Mount Samson having an altitude of not less 
than 1000 feet above the valley of the Hardey, while Mount Bruce 
and the mountainous country to the eastward Tose to a considerable 
height above its summit, which, by comparisons from the aneroid 
barometer, would give not less than 4000 feet for the elevation of 
those ranges. Having completed my observations, ] descended 






waited for me with a horse. In less than an hour we overtook the 
reat of the party at Camp 29, when the additional horses at once 
drank up the remaining water left in the rocks ; resting, there- 
fore, less than an hour, we moved on, taking a north course, over 
a very rocky es ea country of trap formation, the erase 
just now being much dried up. “At sundown we halted in an open 
grassy flat, on which no water could be found, although it is pro- 
vable there is plenty in the vicinity, as emu and cockatoos were 
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numerots ; one of the former walked boldly up to the horses, and 
was fired at, but without effect. (Camp 35, lat. 22° 32! 13".) 
4th.—Travelling at a rapid pace on an average north-east course 
for upwards of 20 miles, over plains mostly of rich loams, well 
7 , and extending to the southern foot of the Hamersley 
nge, we came upon a low range of sandstone hills, oovelel 
with acacia bushes and triodia, ee = Sor4 — “= 
We again emerged on open plaing, in which waa found a : 
channel, 30 yards wide, i oa pools of rain-water retained i 
the clay. The amount of fine pasture-country passed over during 
the day could not be less than 200,000 acres; and although we 
had not time to go in search for it, 1 have no doubt that abundance 


of water will be found in the deep gorges of the range skirting the 


plan. This tract of country is, I imagine, well suited for the 
he of either cotton or sugar, aa it is apparently well irrigated 
uring 


the summer months, and the soil is remarkably rich and 


strong, while its limits to the westward are at present unknown, 
and it most probably continues to skirt the hills for at least 30 or 40 
pene tae a at the hey about 4 miles to the west of the 
pase through the Hamersley Ra (Camp 36.) 
Th Sek. — To hours brought us to the bend of the pasa, which we 
entered by a ravine a little more to the northward than on our 
outward route, and by so doing saved a } reliminary ascent of 
nearly 200 feet, and a similar amount of descent, making a very 
successful passage through the range, without experiencing the 
same difficulties we had formerly met with, and by 3 Pat. Found 
ourselves once more in the open grassy country that forma the 
Chichester Downs. At 6 P.M. encamped in an open flat without 
water. (Comp 37.) | 

6¢h.— Started at 7h. 301m., and inan hour came upon a pool of 
water In one of the numerous channels into which the Fortescue is 
here divided, and_at 7 miles struck the bulrush spri 1 on 


the 11th June. From this the river was followed down for 18— 


miles through grassy clay plains, thinly timbered with white-gam 
Encamped on a pool, in lat. 21° 53’ ‘“" about 5 miles north of 
( Boa) Say arene bold projection of the Hamersley Range. 
{ I i, - 

7th.—Sunday was kept as a day of rest, 

Sti.—The horses strayed so far back on our tracks during 
Sunday night, that by the time they were brought in it was too 
late to make a start with advantage, as we were now about to 
enter a new tract of et ae for the coast somewhere 
between Breaker Inlet Depuch Island. As a knowledge of 
this part of the country would greatly assist us in starting on the 
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‘second division of our exploration, I availed myself of the delay 
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here to fix by triangulation many of the summits and prominent 
spurs of the Hamersley Range, and take observations for the vari- 
ation of the needle, which I found to be about 1° x. by the prismatic 
compass I had in use, | : 
9th.—Our horses again gave us some trouble to find them, so 
that we did not start until 10h. 30 m. ‘Two hours’ sharp travellin 
across the plain brought us to the foot of low hills of trap an 
sandstone, covered with triodia ; good feed being, however, plentiful 
in the valleys, although now rather dry. ‘Tracing up a small 
tributary to the Fortescue, at sunset we halted on a small rocky 
ool, near its source, in Jat. 21°41'40". Several pools, supplied 
tien coming from under the superstratum of sandstone, were 
passed during the day. ( Camp 39, long. 117° 47.) 
10¢h.—For 7 miles the coun er Bently to inaae a 
sandstone giving place to trap | era, yielding a very ric eoil, 
clothed: rite ghar ores de deh? ts soil betes. stony 
for agricultural purposes, although I have seen country of a similar 
appearance in the island of Mauritius producing fine crops of 
oat Some of the melons weighed as much as 5 or 6 ounces, 
and were passably good eating, although rather bitter. At noon 
the country dropped suddenly to the northward, and we descended 
A deep rocky ravine in which we soon found water and grass, 
Travelling now became difficult and sometimes dangerous to the 
horses; rugged and semi-columnar metamorphic sandstone cliffs 
hemmed in the ravines on cither side, while large rounded boulders 
of trap rock filled the bed of the stream, which in several laces 
was running. We had a rather indifferent camp in lat, 21° 3 10", 
the camp at Nickol Bay bearing w.x.w., distant 75 miles by 
account. (Camp 40.) 
11¢h.—The stream we were upon continued to take a northerly 
course for 8 or 10 miles down a valley from 200 to 300 feet in 
depth, where it is diverted to the eastward for about the same 
distance by a cross range of black volcanic hills of louse ragged 
rocks, totally devoid of vegetation, The channel, receiving several 
tributaries, here becomes a succession of fine open pools of water 
from 80 to 150 yards in width. We halted for the night on a 
wide bed of bare sand and rocks, the only feed being in the channel 
os the river, to which was now given the name of S erlock. (Camp 


2th.—This morning the river resumed a N.N.w. course, and 
very soon led us out into an open plain, rather sandy in character ; 
the channel dividing into several branches, écparating, miles apart, 
the stream of water issuing from the hills, soon being absorbed in 
the sandy bed ; but a well-defined line of verdant trees served well 
tomark the course of the channels through the plain for many 


ilale Selecting the one that a the most promising, it was 
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traced down to lat. 21° 6’ 43", where we encamped on a shallow 
pool of brackish water, the only one seen during the day. Several 
natives were found here, employed. capturing sagierh Si by means 
of nets constructed out of the leaf of the triodia, neatly twisted and 
netted in the same way as dove by ourselves; the mesh varying 
from 1 to 5 inches according to the purpose to which it is applie 
it was very singular to observe the mode in which they induce the 
birds to enter the nets or rather cages prepared for them, In the 
first instance they place ragged bushes all round the small pools, 
with the exception of a few spaces 5 or 6 feet wide, from which 
openings they stick in a double row of twigs, arching so as to meet 
overhead in the centre 1 or 2 feet from the ground; these little 
avenues lead away for several yards, and then terminate with a 
net thrown over a few light sticks at the end. The birds first 
alight on the margin of the pool, but after drinking do not take 
flight at once, but run up the only opening, which leads them first 
under the arch of twigs and finally into the net, which is then 
drawn to by the hunter lying in wait under a few bushes, In this 
way they must capture a large amount of game, judging by the 
quantity of feathers around some of the water-holes. (Camp 42.) 

13th.—Two miles north the river turned west, and kept that 
course for 7 or 4 miles, through a r sandy and stony tract of 
country, and was then joined by a fine channel coming from the 
south. Near the junction are two reaches of water, half a mile 
long each and a rifle-shot across, containing a quantity of ducks 
: other water-fowl, amongst which our sportsmen were very 
successful, along with other game, bagging the only two swans we 
had seen since landing; a number of fine fish like cobblers were 
also caught, weighing from 1 to 5 Ibs. a-piece. As it was Saturday, 
and our horses were showing unmistakeable signs of knocki up, 
we halted for the rest of the day, (Camp 43.. Lat. 21° 6 5 
long. 117° 32 30".) 

14th ( Sunday ).— After reading prayers, Messrs, Brown, Harding, 
and myself walked to the summit of the range of black volcanic 
hills that skirted the western bank of the river, at about a mile 
distant. These hills consist of ragged scoria, elevated 800 to 400 
feet above the plain, and are nearly destitute of vegetation. At 
their summits are deep fissures, the Seek of the eruptive rocks from 
Seat havin hee sufficient to covert the trap oe ae 
rocks into a deep bluish grey seoria, having a specific gri vity | 
nearly 4, but we did not el any ast of the stg) over- 
flow of lava, and consequently there was a want of the ferti izing 
Properties in the soil resulting from it that usually accompanies 
Volcanic formations. A native dog had left a litter of pups under 
sharpness and ponderability of the fragments of rock, that it fairly 
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ings was procured from this spot, Depuch Island being seen, 
bearing w. 14° &., distant about 28 miles : 

1oth—We resumed our course down the Sherlock, the stony 
nature of the country telling severely upon our horses’ feet, which in 
other respects were in very tolerable condition, We had not pro- 
ceeded more than 3 or 4 miles, when Mr. Brockman’s horse, 
Rocket, gave in and could not move another step, the hoof being 
fairly worn through ; leaving him close to a pool of water amongst 
plenty of feed, I hoped he might possibly recover by the time we 
returned from the bay. Below this the channel became sandy and 
dry, and we only procured a little water at night in a clay-hole. 
Plains extended from the river to the north and eastward as far as 
the eye could reach, only interrupted by occasional detached hills 
pe aeaite or voleanic trap, the feed being generally coarse and the 
soil - (Camp 44. Lat. 20° 54’ 45") 


_ 16th.—Leaving the valley of the river on a north-west course, 
in half an hour we came upon an open plain of rich clayey loam, 
covered with a fine even sward of good grass, on which were 
feeding large flocks of pigeons and white cockatoos; this change 
in the character of the soil being ascribable to the occasional 
overflow of the river, leaving a deposit of rich mud, This plain 
extends as far as we could see to the north and east, a few widely- 
scattered topes of trees being the only objects breaking the mono- 
tony of the sea of grass, ‘Io the north-west was a strong line of 
large timber, for which we steered. At 3 miles we entered the 
wood, and found it to contain the main channel of the Sherlock, in 
which were a few small pools of rain-water, Crossing the bed of 
the river on the same course, we soon came upon another branch 
coming from the south-west, which was named the George. Imme- 
diately below the junction of the two streams, the river opened out 
into reaches of brackish water, evidently under the influence of the 
spring tides. From this point the left bank was followed down to 
within 3 or 4 miles of the sea, where the country becoming low 
and flat, the grass coarse, and no fresh water procurable, we quitted 
the Sherlock and struck to the west for 6 or 7 miles, crossing 
several salt-water creeks, until] we were compelled to turn to the 
southward, to avoid a channel much larger’ and deeper than the 
rest, at which a party of natives were engaged drawing their neta, 
but ran away on our approach. A little farther on the plain 
pecame fertile, and we found a small pool of rain-water in 
the _ at which we encamped. There is no doubt that the 
Sherlock and the creek we were upon discharged their waters b 

Ee Sn ha yr gare eee seri charts, 15 or tt 
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Lith.—By observation of the sun at rising, the variation of the 
needle was found to be 1° 10' We were now about 40 miles 
from Nickol Bay, and as it was very doubtful whether water would 
be wer tho in that distance, became very anxious on account 
of the horses, as, should the country prove stony, I was quite certain 


they could not perform the journey in leas than three days; 1 
therefore determined upon Rdlciwiiig up @ leading valley towards 
the Maitland River, with the intention, in the event of not finding 
water ora pass through the heavy mass of hills that back Cape 
Lambert, of pushing » are the upper branches of that river, and ; 
by a round of 60 or 70 miles to approwch the bay by our outward 
track ; fortunately, however, in the course of the day we fell in 
with some small pools of rain-water, which enabled. us to advance 
about 18 miles over tolerably even plains, well grassed, our night- 
halt being without water. (Camp 46.) 
18ti.—From our position, and the observations J had made of 
the country on the eastern shores of Nickol Bay, I was satisfied 
that the breadth of stony ranges lying between us and our des- 
tination did not exceed 8 or 10 miles, which we therefore now 
determined to venture upon, although at great risk to the horses, 
some of which now walked upom stones as fed would over red-hot 
coals. Entering the range by a small rayine, $ hours’ scramble 
over sharp rocks brought us out on the head of a small tributary 
to the Nickol River, the sufferings of the horses in crossing the 
range being quite painful to witness; they all, however, succeeded 
in getting through, and as a little water was found in the bed of 
the stream, we were enabled to push on late, and cross the marsh 
at the head of the bay before it was quite dark, the departing ray 
of the setting sun having first favoured us with a glimpse of the 
Dolphin riding at anchor on the deep blue watera of the bay—a 
sight which was welcomed with no small. satisfaction by the Title 
band of weary travellers, (Camp 47.) 
19th.—The camp was easily aroused by the morning wateh, as 
there was now only 6 miles between ua and the landing-place in 
Hearson Cove, the horses appearing to partake of the general 
activity; so that it was only 10 act. when we arrived on our old 
camping-ground, which we found occupied by ten or a dozen 
hatives, engaged mending their nets. Coming upon them sud- 
denly, they would not stop to carry off their gear, although not 
half an hour before they bad been employed assisting a boat's crew 
from the Dolphin, in loading with vied and water. <A. rifle-shot 
soon recalled the boat, which was nota mile from the sh re, when 


Pie | 





A aa nie 





















id to learn that Mr. Hearson was fast recovering from 
_ his wound, and that all had beet gin ron well since our departure. 
_ @ friendly understanding with the natives who frequented the — 
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western side of the bay, and that they bad been made yseful in 
fillmg up the ship's water and wood, for which service they had 
been rewarded by a suitable distribution of biscuit. In dne 
instance the natives on the eastern shore of the bay had shown a 
hostile tendency, on the occasion of a boat landing on the reef to 
gather shells, One of the seamen, who had wandered from the 
rest, was chased into the sea, and menaced with spears and clubs, 
until he was wp to his neck in water, when the boat came to his 
rescue, the officer in charge of her firing a shot over their heads 
to drive them off Mr, Walcott had also been successful in 
obtaining a very useful vocabulary of native words and other 
interesting particulars from the aborigines, as also many botanical 
specimens, shells, &c.,—amongst the latter, some very fine. pearl 
oysters, from which several pearls of good colour had been ob- 
tained, but appeared to be | naapally valuable on account of the 
ie | : Pb om er-ol-pearl, which averaged 6 inches 
diatneter, with more than half an inch in thickness of solid shell. 
20th.—The forge, stores, and other additional supplies having been 
landed, and the party set to work shoeing horses, repairing saddle- 
bags, ccc., [ proceeded with Mr. Walcott aud Mr. Angel in the boat 
to make a rough survey of the coves on the western side of the bay, 
with a view to selecting a suitable spot from which to re-embark 
the horses on our return from the next trip, as it would. be too late 
in the season, by that time, to venture the trip overland to 
Champion Bay, I found that a good anchorage existed, with 
cir ey elas water, 1 mile off the little cove from which the 
ip had been watered, and is approachable at all times, except in 
strong east or south-east gales, when a heavy swell sets in across 
the bay, rendering a landing unsafe. The fresh water runs down a 
rocky gully at the north-west corner of the cove, at the north end of 


— |S . =. 


asmall patch of sandy beach, and the supply appears et : 


abundant ; it is, however, rather difficult uf access towards the 
ofthe dry season, as the water has then to be carried over the 
rocks in small baracas 50 or 60 yards to the boats: but from the 
‘Setting in of the rains to the end of August, it rans down strong] 
a-water mark. I walked back overland to the camp mith 
alcott, the distance being about 4 miles ; heading by the 





ot 


oe another deep cove, the margin of which was lined with a broad 


of mangrove 

21st to. 28¢h was fully taken up in shoeing horses, making spare . 
hoes, refitting and packing stores, cc., ready for our trip to the 
eastward, my own. time being — nocipally taken up in roughly 
oton te icnniies already explored, s0 as to secure all the in- 
fcid-books ined, in the event of any accident occurring to my 
» 20t4.—Everything being in readiness for our departure, I gave 
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Captain Dixon instructions to wait for us in the bay to the 10th 
December, and in the event of our not then returning, Mr. Walcott 
would land one of the ship's iron tanks, svi bury in : ta a of 
stores, at a spot already agreed upon ; e Dolphin w then 
proceed to Fremantle SK Blew eo fresh all the morning, that I 
could not land until 3 p.art., when we quickly saddled up and pro- 
ceeded 3 miles to a water-hole up in the voleanic hills, as it was 
probable we should have a very long day’s march to-morrow 
without water. As we had now only 19 horses, and one of these 
0 low in condition as not to be able to carry a load, we could only 
take with us 87 days’ rations, at the rate of 1 lb. of flour, 7 oz, of 
meat, and 4 oz, of sugar per man per diem ; we were, however, 
well provided with ammunition, and 30 spare sets of horse-shoes, 
with nails sufficient for at least two removes, the horses themselves 
being shod at starting with extra strong shoes, tipped with steel, 
We had now only seven saddle-horses; so that one of the party 
Was always on foot by turns of an hour each. It had been 
originally intended that the Dolphin should proceed to Roebuck 
Bay and meet us there; but it was now so late in the season, that 
Pdid not deem it prudent to run the risk of removing her to an 
unknown anchurage, where it was possible we might not be able 
to reach, and thus lay ourselves open to the probability of a very 
embarrassing uncertainty. ‘The result proved we had adopted the 
right course. (Bivowac.) 

30t.—This morning we crossed the marsh with some difficulty, 
as all the pack-horses but three fell and stuck in the mud, until we 
transferred their loads to our own backs and carried them through 
half'a mile of the softest part. This operation detained us 80 
long, that we did not make more than 18 mules, when we found a 
little water left in the pool seen on the 18th. (Camp 48.) 

31 s!.—Started at 8 s,s, following our own tracks to 3h. 30m, P.M 
when we turned to the south up a stream-bed crossed on the 
ith. At the gorge where it issued from the granite ranges, we 
found a fine pool of permanent water and abundance of beautiful 
ib grass. This stream was now named the Harding, and as 
(Ce a co heavy, we remained here the rest of the afternoon. 

2, ; Fa | 

a 1.—Passing under the northern foot of the granite ranges 
on an easterly course for 16 miles, we came upon a fine reach of 
open water in a branch of the creek on which we had encamped on 
the 16th July. This pool was a valuable discovery, as it would 


not only form a useful | alting-place on our return, but, from being 


in the middle of a fortile plain, containing at least from 15,000 to. 
20,000 acres of arable land, equal in quality to the"Green 
Flats, the whole could, if necessary, be easil irrigated from 


av 
natural reservoir, the highest part of the 
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feet above the water-level at the driest period of the ear, This 
fine tract of country, in connection with the lands lready: seen 
almost adjoining on the eastern bank of the Sherlock, would ‘in 
itself support a larger population than is at present contained in the 
whole of the colony ob WVedtern Australia. We had seen more 
kangaroo on these plains than on any other portion of our route; 
one that was shot resembled the osphranter, and was in very 
good order, the fur much thicker and softer than the common 
‘angaroo of the western coast, and of a pale mouse colour, It 
weighed about 45 Ibs. eae 3 50. Lat. 21° epee ry 

2nd.—Proceeding eastward over grassy plains and stony ridges, 
at 13 miles we itvank the Sherlock, only niles below the pool at 
which we had left the horse Rocket, and hoped to find him im- 
proved by the rest; but on approas ing the spot, the presence of 
crows and a wild dog gave indications of a different fate ; we found 
him partly devoured within a few yards of where we left him, in- 
— fap feet having most probably produced Rial p ise: 
Pushing on till sunset, we arrived at our old camping cround ( | 

43) at the bend of the Sherlock, (Camp 51.) iio heed 4 

drd.—Followed up the left bank of the Sherlock to Camp 42, 
and found a little water still remaining in the Bird-cage pools, 
where we halted for 2 hours. At 1h, 30m. resumed an easterly 
route, across a sandy plain, yielding little but hakea and triodia. 
Five miles brought us to a large branch of the Sherlock, coming 
from the south-east, in which were several small permanent pools, 
surrounded by flags, at which we halted. (Camp 52. Lat. 
21° 7'.) 

4th Genie dey).—Although the feed here was yer indifferent. 
yet, as we had again entered unexplored country, ice glad rs 
make it a day of rest before entering upon the rather un promising 
tract of country that lay in the onward route, 

Sth—Making a rather late start, on account of the horses 
having strayed very far in search of feed, we steered for a bold 
range, bearing £.s.k., distant about 20 miles, At4 miles crossed 
adry channel coming from the $.8.£., and continued our course 
over a poor tract of rie covered with triodia and a few acacia, 
large bare red granite rocks cropping out here and there, At one 
of these was a small water-hole, near which a native was hunting 
mice. Although at first alarmed, he soon told us, in answer to our 
inquiries, that we should find no water to the east, but plenty to 
the south, which we found to be rrect, as we had to halt, after a 
se long day's march, in a dry ravine in the ranges for which we 
had been making. (Camp 53: Lat. 21° 10’ 30". 
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many hours; we accordingly struck to the south-west for 4 miles, 
when we came on a rocky pool of permanent water in the south- 
east branch of the Sherlock, just at the point where it emerges 
from the hills. Having watered the horses and given them an 
hour's rest, we followed up the stream to the south-east for 7 miles, 
when it divided ee numerous Zo dry ravines in Soleme of an 
elevated range of granite, capped wit metamorphic sandstone; 
water having only beanies with within the first mile from where 
We struck it. (Camp 54.) 

tth.—The horses requiring water, we fell back upon the pool 
passed yesterday, where I decided upon leaving the bulk of the 
party for a day or two, while I explored the country for a pass to 
the eastward. (Camp 55, Lat. 21° 14° 28".) 

St4.—Taking with me Mr. Brown and Mr. Harding mounted, 
and one pack-horze carrying water, we struck through the hills to 
the eastward, and at 6 miles came upon a stream-bed that led us 
to the north-east 15 or 16 miles, when, finding it contained no 
water, we resumed an easterly course over an open sandy and stony 

in, covered with triodia, for 12 milea, Pe in poor 
feed without water. (Camp 56. Lat. 21° 4’.) | 

Sth. —A heavy dew having fullen during the night, our horses were 
much refreshed, and we were enabled to proceed with the scanty 
supply of water carried with us. In an hour we struck upon the 
channel of a river, with a sandy bed, 300 yards wide, in which 
were a few pools of water, under a bold sandstone bluff, risin 
abruptly 300 feet from the plain. From the summit of this hill 
the river was observed to trend to the x.x.w, for 8 or LO miles, and 
to come through a gap in a granite range 4 miles to the a8.2. 
towards wich we now turned our steps, across extensive beds of 
soft drift-sand brought down by the river. Cajeput and acacia 
trees occupied a large portion of the channel, and it was not until 
reaching the gorge in the range that grass was met with in suffi- 
cient quantities to supply our wants, Several large pools, teeming 
with water-fowl, occupied the whole of the val ey, which here 
was fully a quarter of a mile wide. The remainder of the day 
1 devoted to sketching and triangulating the country, while the 
horses were enjoying the benefit of the fine feed. "(Camp 51. 
Lat. 21° 6’ 26") | 

10¢h.— As this river, from its magnitude, afforded a fair chance 
of working to the south-east, I determined to bring forward the 

rest of the party. Having named this river the Yule, we returned 
to the depot party by a samewhat shorter cut, making it in about 
30 miles, which we accomplished by sundown. ech 
| 1th (Sunday).—Party resting. Observed a set. of lunars, 
which placed us in long. 118° 3’ east, the rate of the chronometer 
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12th.—To-day the whole party proceeded 24 miles towards the 
Yule, finding a small pool of water in a rocky ravine by the way, 
which we had missed on our former trip. Bivouacked im an open 
grassy plain, 6 miles short of the river, 

13¢h.—Moved on to our camp of the 9th, and halted there for 
the remainder of the day, The latitude by meridian altitude of 
the sun I found to be 21° 6’ 22", — 

14th.— As travelling near the river was found to be very labo- 
rious, on account of the vast beds of loose drift-sand thrown up by 
the summer-floods, we steered to the s.3.E. for a pass in the ranges, 
about 20 miles distant, through which the river was ae to 
but on reaching the hills, the river was observed to th  west- 
ward ; we accordingly altered our course to south-west, and struck 
it at about 6 miles, the character of the river bemg still the same, 
the aggregate width of the several channels amounting to nearly 
half a mile ; water being procured in them by digging a few inches 
in the'sand. ‘The country passed over during the day was an 
open plain of light sandy loam, interspersed with bare granite 
rocks, cropping out at intervals of a few miles. Giant ant-hills, 
of from 10 to 16 fect in height, and 30 to 40 feet in circumference 
(a few of which had already been met with on our first trip), were 
here remarkably conspicuous, on account of their size and bright 
brick-red colour. An ema was shot during the rs while 
running at full speed, at the range of over 200 yards. amp 38, 
Lat. 21° 23°23" i Ihe, She 

15th.—One of the horses was missing this morning ; so that we 
did not ng until 10) a.ar., _ the river was followed up to the 
might in lat, 21° 32’ 13". (Camp og.) ; / me 

16¢h.—Our average course to-day was nearly east, occasionally 
crossing channels coming from the south-east. Towards event 
we found that the main channel, which it had been our intention 
to have followed, had escaped our observation to the southward, 
and we were only on a comparatively small tributary coming from 
a rugged range of hills to the eastward. Our obie t for the 
present not being to push too far into the interior, this tr | 
was followed unti) it broke Up into numerous small valleys, in one 
of which water was obtained by tigging 3 feet in the sand, 
monget tolerable feed; the country having much improved in the 
| (Camp 60. — Lat. 21° 34") . 
Tith tar this morning, we came upon a camp 
of natives, but we could not prevail upon any of them to stop an 
hold ee with us, ‘Four hours’ travelling over rather r 
ground led ts well into the range, which we found to consist of 
aR capped with metamorphic sandstones, and broken up by 
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kes of variegated jasper. Ina deep ravine at the foot of Fi 
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we found a small pool of beautifully clear spring water, which was 
acceptable, as the sun had now acquired considerable power, 
el were beginning to get very dry food for our horses. 
During the halt at this spring, Mr. Harding and myself ascended 
the highest part of the range, which was found to be 500 or 600 
feet above the plain, From this elevation I was enabled to select 
our onward route, and obtain bearings to several useful summits 
for ti tion; a few hills to the ss.n, being visible at the 
distance x 60 or 70 miles, which no doubt form a part of the 
continuation of the Hamersley Range. Resuming an east course, 
the seisinating point of the range was soon pees when we 
descended to the eastward down some deep an Romarealily pic- 
erga rocky pices in which were found several sprin, “< 
~e of water, leading down to a fine grassy flat, in whic 
come large flooded gum-trees. (Camp 61.) 

1th (Sunday).—Found. our lat. 21° 36' 8", long. 119° 13° z. 
by account. 

19A.—The country being very hilly, it was found best to follow 
down the stream upon which we ad encamped, although it 
trended to the north of east. In a few miles the valley opened 
out with fine sen of permanent water, covered with numerous 
flights of ducks, and at 8 miles it joined a wide valley from the 
south, down which flowed a river, divided into several channels, 
containing many fine from 50 to 200 yards wide, which were 
still runmng gently one to another. The banks, altho 
well grassed, were sae rocky, rendering travelling excessively 
fatiguing to our heavily-loaded pack-horses, several of them being 
bruised and strained while jumping from rock to rock, the clefts 
being too deep and narrow for them to. walk between, and the 
ranges bordering the valley were too steep to admit of our leaving 
the river, which we were compelled to follow down to lat. 
21° 26° 52”. (Camp 62.) 

20th.—The river, vmhieh had, been named the Strelley, con- 
tinued to hold a northerly course ; we therefore availed ourselves of 
a smoother valley coming in from the east to resume our old 
course. At 9 miles we met with a stream, 100 yards wide, coming 
from the south-east, evidently tributary to the Strelley, and tb 
its rise in elevated granite ranges, with black volcanic ri ep 2 
truding through them, but not to any considerable height 
the general level of the country. After a few hours’ ne ramble 
over these ridges, we came upon a small sages 





‘containmg several renee ee surrounded by high mae 
ally leading us, want, into a deep pony, walled, n 
and. bus fom 1 to 300 feet the sthea 





joined se larger from the ward, pear 
beri the hole with ofthe valle. We-eneamped in one. oe 
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wildest and most romantic-looking spots to be found in this of 
Australia, to which we gave the name of Glen Herring, | a 
fish bearing a resemblance to a herring being found in the stream. 
(Camp 63. Lat. 21° 20' 35".) 
21st—With some difficulty we wended our wa: see the in 
trieate windings of the glen for 6 miles in a north-east direction, 
when it opened out farce flats, turning to the northward: 
Leaving it at this point, a mile east brought us to the bank of a 
fine open river-bed 200 yards wide, down which a little water was 
still flowing, the country on its banks becoming much more pro- 
mising, and plentiful. This river I named the Shaw, and 
sei teasttifehioriany lains through which it came for 20 or 30 
miles ns southward, rene lied rbertone seep re beh ae 
of the Royal Geographical Society. In the afternoon a lar 
tributary from the ne | was Sallowed up for some sally 
when, turning to the south, we quitted it, to folk wan open valley 
leading east, towards a bold granite and schistose range, under 
which we encamped late, without finding water. (Camp 64 
Lat. 21° 20°.) | 
22nd—As we did not find water for some distance to the east< 
ward under the foot of the hills, we turned to the south-east, 
quickly emerging from the hills upon the Norton Plains, and at 
2 miles came upon the stream quitted last evening, to which the 
name of Emu Creek had been given. It had altered its COUrse, 
and was again coming from the east, and contained several fine 
Springs. This creek was followed up for the rest of the day, 
hrough a rather indifferent country, and, towards nightfall, led us 
into a deep rocky ravine, in which Wwe encamped, a small supply of 
B38) obtained from holes in the rocks, (Camp 65, tat 
23rd.—As we advanced, the ravine divided into many | he 
coming from an elevated table-land to the southward ; we therefore 
again resumed an easterly course for 5 or 6 miles, over ru pred 
hills, and descended by a gully trending north-east, which led us 
in a few miles into open plains. Skirting the northern foot of the 
range until after dark, we encamped on a small watercourse, in 
which we obtained water by diggimg under some granite rocks, 
(Camp 66. Lat, 21° 23' 30") ~ ) ) 
— 24th.—The horses having suffered much amongst the rocks ° 
during the last few days, | determined to follow the southern edew 
_ of the plain until a stream could be met with to lead us to the 
south-east. .A few miles brought us to a small watercourse running - 
gently from nets ge in the plain, which, contrary to our 
expectations, ran into the ranges to the eouth-cast, instead of 
coming out of them. As here there was plenty of green erase and 
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ae endl tle te rcs Daler we encamped early in 

the entrance of the gorge. (Camp G7. Lat. 21° 20'13".) ° 

 B5th (Shmilay)) Lana by observation, 120° 17'; var., 30’ . 
26th.—The stream we were upon led us about 5 miles south- 

east through the hills, and then joined a river coming from the 

southward, 100 yards wide, which was followed down on an arenes 

course of E.N.E. to lat. 21° 18’; reeds and rank grass lining its ba 

in many parts, while in others granite boulders and banks of drift- 

sand offered considerable impediments to travelling. (Camp 68.) 
27th.—The river took us on a northerly course 9 or 10 miles, 

receiving many large tributaries, several of them. still running 

slightly, forming altogether a stream of some importance, which, 

on account of the large extent of pastoral and agricultural lands 

afterwards found on its banks lower down, and its many fine = 

tributaries, I named the DeGrey, in honour of the noble Lord 

who took a lively interest in promoting the objects of the Expe- | 





dition, As the object at present in View was to push to the south- 
east, we left this promising river and resumed an E.S.£. course, for 
5 or 6 miles, into a hilly country, and encamped in a gully with 
rrr ae feed, a little water being obtained by digging. 
28¢th.—We soon became involved in deep ravines, which led 
into high table-land, the summit of which was no sooner obtain 
than we had again to descend equally precipitous gullies to the 
eastward, the horses sliding down amongst the loose rocks and 
stones with a velocity that threatened immediate destruction ; 
they all, however, arrived safe at the bottom, although in so 
exhausted a state that two of them had very shortly after to be 
left behind, while we pushed on with the rest in search of water 
and feed, which was not met with until late in the day. After a 
short rest, I sent Messrs. Brown and Brockman back for the two 
beaten horses, while I moved the party on a mile farther to a fine 
a1 a 3!) a grassy flat, where we encamped, (Camp 70. Lat. 


29th.—The two horses left yesterday were bron rg ht Tnte camp 
early in the day, and as they ae gubtenck to carry their loads, 
having to walk. As the season was rapidly advancing, we could 
* Hot venture to incur any delay, much as the horses required rest, 
and accordingly resumed an east course late in the day. At 
5 miles came apna sandy stream-bed, 50 yards wide, trending to 
. the north-east, beyond which the country opened out into an exten- 

sive plain of white waving grass—to the north uninterrupt bya 
single elevation; while to the east and south, at 8 or 10 miles 
distant, rose ranges of granite hills, capped with horizontal sand: 
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stones. It was not until some time after dark that we arrived 
near the opposite edge of the plain, when we came upon a river, 
200 yards wide, running to the northward. The long drought 
had reduced it to a few shallow pools, running from one to the 
other through the deep sand in the bed; magnificent cajeput-trees 
lined the banks, and grass was in abundance. (Camp 71.) 
d0th.—We did not start till late, as Mr. Brown had to go back 
some little distance for his horse, which had been again left behind 
over-night, knocked up, .As it would have been useless, in the 
present condition of our horses, to attempt at once to enter the 
ranges to the east, we determined to follow up the river for a few 
days to the #.s.5., and by so doing secure feed and water, and give 
the poor animals a chance of recovering their strength; we there- 
fore followed the river up for 7 or 8 niles iy Sk open forest 
country, and encamped near a deep pool, in which were : 
ten or twelve dozen of small trout, which, with cockatoos and 
ducks, afforded an important addition to our ration of only seven 
ounces of meat. This river was named the Oakover, (Camp 72.) 
Slst.—For nearly 10 miles the river continued to lead us to the 
eastward of south ; it then divided, the main channel coming from 
the south-west ; we, however, followed the eastern branch until quite 
satistied that it contained no water, and then fell back to the west- 
ward, striking the river near some cliffs, at the foot of which water 
was plentiful, Although only 1 p.at., 1 determined to halt for the 
remainder of the day, as it was too late to make an attempt to 
enter the hills without giving the horses the advantage of some 
hours’ feed and rest. Jt also afforded me leisure to make astro- 
121° 3 30" &., while that by account, carried on by t ation 
and dead eee pee the Sherlock, placed us 4} miles more to 
the westward ; the latitude being 21° 23' 43". (Camp 73.) | 
September st ag ed ens prayers, | . 
 2nd.—A march of 3 hours across the plains to the eastward 
tip the foot of the range, which we entered by a toler- 
ably easy pass, and g00n came upon a pool of water in a tributa 
to the Oakover, the mouth of whioh Saber passed on our asics 
of that river, Here we halted for two hoirs, and then resumed 
our route through steep and rocky hills, containing numerous fine 
springs. It was not until 7 pw. that we finally through the 
ranges, and emerged upon open sandy plains of vast extent, no 
i 1 observable from N.¥.E. ind to.8.8,8., except low ridges 
i red drift-sand, im many parts nearly bare of vegetation. A 
large party’of natives were encamped upon the watercourse down 
which we descended to the plain. Not wishing to alarm them, 
we passed the water-holes from which they were supplied, and pro- 
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ceeded a mile farther, but had in consequence to encamp without 
water, although amongst abundance of prass, (Camp 74. Lat, 
21°. 21' 30". 

ord.—This morning we returned to the native encampment for 
water, and found that they had already deserted it, leaving many 
of their things behind—amongst others, a very singular headdress, 
shaped like a helmet. It consisted of a circular band, made of 
twisted grass, the size of the head, into which were stuck ten or 
twelve upright twigs, brought together into a point 2 feet high, 
which was woven like an open basket, with yarn made of opossum- 
fur; the whole, no doubt, being considered highly ornamental by 
the wearers, but of not the least service as an article of protection 
for the head, either from the sun or in war, Having watered the 
horses, we entered the sand-plain, travelling between the ridges, 
which ran in straight lines parallel to each other, at the distance 
of several hundred yards apart, the sand being thrown. by the south- 
east gales into acute ridges, 30 to 60 feet high, their direction being 
almost invariably x. 109° rE. Travelling to 25 h. 15 min., P.M. 
we ft over about 18 miles, the valleys yielding little else but 
triodia, with occasional patches of stunted gum-forest, in which was 
found a little good grass, on which were feedi g flights of pigeons 
and a variety of parrot, new to us, but which | believe to be the 
“golden-backed "parakeet (Psephotus chrysopterygius) of Gould. 
4s no water could be found, and many of the horses gave signs 
of being greatly distressed, no change being observable in the 
country for many miles ahead, a few very distant ranges being the 
only ole Visible, we were obliged to have recourse to the only 





safe expedient of falling back and forming a depot. Resting to 


5h. 10 m., we commenced a retreat until 7h. 20 m., having been 
poliged to abandon a horse of Mr. Brown's, quite exhausted. 
(Camp 75.) | 

4th.—At 6 h. 30 m. resumed our retreat, and by noon arrived 
at the water-hole of the 2nd, having left two more horses behind, 


which, however, Mr. Brown and myself carried out water to in the 


course of the evening and drove them in during the night. | 
5th.— Leaving the party to rest, | walked 10 or 12 miles round 
to the south-south-eastward along the foot of the range in search 
of water, and to ascertain if a better line of coulis count be found 
in that direction ; but it continued to, maintain the same er 
appearance, and I only came on one pool, in a cul about. 4 mil 
feo the camp D my ; pool, in a gully 
_ 6th.—Leaving Mr. Turner and four of the party in depét, with 
instructions to remain there 3 days, and then fall back upon the 
Brown and Harding, taking 6 of the strongest horses, 16 days’ 
rahions, and 6 gallons of water, aud steered 8.3.6, along the ranges 
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for 6 or 8 miles, looking for some stream-bed that might, lead us 
through the plains, but was disappointed to find that they were all 
lost in the first mile after leaving the hills, and as crossing the 
numerous tidges of sand proved very fatiguing to the horses, we 
determined once more to attempt to strike to the eastward between 
the ridges, which we did for 15 miles, when our horses again 
owed signs of failing us, which left us the only alternative of 
either pushing on at all hazards to a distant range that was now 
just visible to the eastward, where, from the numerous native fires 
and general dey ion of the country, there was every reason to 
think a large river would be found to exist, or to make for some 
deep rocky gorges in the granite hills 10 miles to the south, in 
which there was eve np of finding water. In the former 
case the travelling would be smoothest, but the distance so great 
that, in the event of our failing to obtain water, we probably 
should not succeed in bringing back one of our horses ; while in 
the latter we should have to climb over the sand-ric res, Which we 
had already found so fatiguing. This course, however, involved 
the least amount of risk, and we accordingly struck south 4 miles, 
and halted for the night. (Camp 76.) | 
th.—The horses did not look much refreshed by the night's 
rest: we therefore divided 3 gallons of water amongst them, and 
started off early, in the hope of reaching the ranges by noon: but 
we had not gone 3 miles when one of the paickhorses, that was 
carrying less than 40 lbs, weight, began to fail, and the load was 
placed upon my saddle-horse, It did not, however, enable him to 
get on more than a couple of miles farther, when we were coy 
pelled to abandon him, leaving him under the shade of the only 
tree we could find, in the hope that we miglit bring back water to 
his relief, Finding that it would be many hours before the horses 
could be got on to the hills, I started’ ahead on foot, leaving 
Messrs. Brown and Harding to come on gently, while I was to 
make @ signal by fires if successful in finding water, Two hour 
heavy toil through the sand, under a broiling sun, brought me to 
the ranges, where [ continued to hunt Up one ravine after another 
until 5 p.m. without success. Twelve hours’ almost incessant 
walking, on a scanty breakfast, and without water, with the ther- 
mometer over 100° of Fahrenheit, began to tell upon me rather 
severely; so much so, that by the time I had tracked up my com- 
pamons (who had reached the hills y 1 v.m., and were anxiously 
waiting for me), it was as much as If could do to carry my riffe 
amd accoutrements, The horses were looking truly wrete , and 
I was convinced that the only chance of saving them, if water was 
a atsten n be | Hirose om our packsaddles, Provisions, 
and everything we L possil ie 5 re, and try and recover thom 
ve cca if practicable ; we therefore encamped for the night ov 
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the last plot of grass we could find, and proceeded to make our 
arrangements for an 7 start in the morning, There was still 
remaining a few pints of water in the kegs, having been very 
sparing in the use of it; this enabled us to have a little tea and 
make a small qtiantity of damper, of which we all stood in mach 
need. (Camp 77.) t 
Sth.—At 4 a.m.we were again up. Having disposed of our 

equipment and provisions, except our riding-saddles, instruments, 
and firearms, by eee them in the branches of a large tree, 
we divided a pint of water for our breakfast, and by the first pee 
of dawn were driving our famished horses before us at their bes 
peed towards the depét, which was now 32 miles distant. For 

the first 8 miles they went on pretty well, but the moment the sun 
began to have power they flagged greatly, and it was not long 
before we were obliged to relinquish another horse quite unable to 

roceed, By 9 a.m. I found that my previous day's march, and 

the small allowance of food I had taken, were béginning to tell 
upon me, and that it was probable [ could not reach the depdt 
until next morning, by which time the party left there were 
to fall back to the Oakover ; I therefore directed Mr. Brown, who 
was somewhat fresher than myself, to push on for the camp and to 
bring out en with water, while Mr. Harding and m 
would do our best te bring on any straggling horses that could not 

keep up with him. By dark fa had rainseadan in reaching to 
within 9 miles of the depét; finding unmistakeable evidence, 
towards evening, of the condition to which the horses taken on by 
Mr. Brown were reduced, by the saddles, guns, hobbles, and even : 
bridles, scattered along the line of march, which had been taken 4 
off to enable them to go on a few miles farther. 

9th.— At dawn, Mr. Harding and myself got up from our beds 

of sand, stiff and giddy, but much refreshed by the cold night-air, 
In 4 or 5 miles we met Mr. Brown with fresh horses and a supply 
of water, having succeeded in reaching the depét at 8 Pow the 
night before, with only one horse, We were now enabled to pro- 
ceed with the tracking up of the horses left over-night, whieh, 
after resting some hours, had commenced to ramble in search of 
water; Mr. Brown returning on our route and: recovering the 
saddles and firearms left the previous evening, the stores a | 
the day before being too far off to attempt their recovery. By 
5 h. 30 m, pt. we had all returned to the depét, having tracked up 
the three missing horses, the two left at the farthest point ee 
distant to carry relief to without incurring the risk of further ¢ 
I cannot omit to remark the singular effects of excessive thirst 
upon the eyes of the horses; they absolutely sank intd their heads 
until there was a hollow of sufficient depth to entirely bury the 
thumb in it, and there was an appearance as though the whole of 
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he head had sagan re aeniEy- a very unpleasant and 
ghastly expression. (Depét Camp. 

10eh.— Ve were only able to move the camp a mile to another 
water-hule, for the sake of a little better feed. (irowac.) 

11#4.—On taking into consideration the reduced nomber and 
strength of our horses, it was quite evident that we had but little 
aay of being able to cross the tract of att sandy country that 

| already occasioned us so much logs and trouble; yet there 
were Many reasons to stimulate us to make the attempt. Not 
only had we now attained to within a very few miles of the longi- 
tude im which, from various geographical data, there are just 


ater for veri tar Sa large river may be found to exist, draining 
ntral Australia, but the character of the country peared 
strongly to indicate the vicinity of such a feature; added to 
which, the gradual decline in the elevation of the country, not- 
withstanding our increasing distance from the coast, tended towards 
the same conclusion. Nor should we omit the strong evidences, 
that the remarkable ridges of drift-sand which encumbered the 
plains must, in the first instance, have been brought from the 
interior by water, and then have been blown by the strong pre- 
vailing south-east winds acrozs the country, in a direction at least 
OU? from that which they originally came from. This, with the 
clean, waterworn appearance of the sand, the bold outlines of the 
hills seen to the far east, and the number of native fires observed 
in the same direction, must all tend to gh the hypothesis that 
the western half of Australia is probably drained by a large river 
in about this meridian. I ty Shiews therefore, help regretting, 
more than ever, that we should be driven back at such an inter- 
esting spot, but mature reflection convinced me that any further 
attempt, with our present means, at this period of the year, was 
almost certain to be attended with the most disastrous results, J 
therefore decided upon ee the only other useful course open 
to us—that of examining down to the sea the rivers already dis- 
aot With this in view, we Sy ee back 5 or 6 miles 
across | to a tributary to the Oakover called the Davi 
when one of th e horses became so crippled by a strain in the ion 
that we were obliged to halt to give him a chance of recovery ; 
affording me leisure to verify our position by observing another set 
of lunar distances, which 1 found to agree well with those for. 
merly taken 10 miles to the westward. Bp See 

1th.—We commenced the descent of the Davis, having much 
difficulty in getting along the sick horse, as it required the united 
strength of the party to lift him on his legs every time he fell, 
which he at last did so frequently that I ordered Kim to be shot, 
‘ts it was hopeless to attempt to bring him on, and, if lefty he must 
have died of starvation. By 2 pa. we reached the junction of the 
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stream we were upon with the Oakover, and halted 2 miles south 
of Camp 72, most of the party being now dismounted, and shoe 
ledther was beginning to get very scarce with us. (Camp 79.) 
1éth.—This day we only travelled 8 miles down the Oakover; 
and encamped near a deep creek, in which was caught a good 
haul of fish. (Camp 80.) ai 
14th,—The feed was so good on this river that we were able to 
proceed to-day to latitude 20° 59' 33"; the country improving 
much, grassy : dats extending for some miles to the northward ; the 
channel of the river being augmented by the junction of the 
rit tributary crossed on our eastward track on the afternoon 
of the 29th of August. (Camp 81.) | 
Lith (Sunsday)—Hemained in camp to rest the horses. A few 
natives were seen near the camp during the day. 
16th.—After running 4 or 5 miles farther ‘north, the Oakover 
turned to the north-west for 14 miles, having a clear sandy or 
stony bed from 150 to 200 yards wide, water and grass being 
plentiful, and the country generally being open forest, with a 
pleasing peenece (Camp 82. Lat. 20° 46") ang 
| 1ith.— The course of the river was followed for about 17 miles 
in a westerly direction, the bed widening out to 300 or 400 yards, 
the water being now confined to a sandy channel not above 150 
yards in width, the depth of the valley through which it runs heing 
about 40 feet; timber of white gum and cajeput is tolerably 
plentiful on the banks, the soil of which is a red loam of consiiler 
able depth. Many of the pools are lined with tall reeds, (Camp 
83. Lat. 20° 41'32",) 
18th.—Started at 6 h. 40 m. a.cw., and in 24 hours entered a 
deep and wild-looking gorge, at which point it formed a junetion 
= the ote comme from the #.8.2., through a beautiful 
evel tract of open grassy country, a broad belt of flooded gum- 
trees growing es ome ‘itn back on either side, Passing 
through the gorge, which was a quarter of a mile wide and about 
a mile long, we came upon a camp of natives, who, as usual; 
wickly dispersed without giving us an opportunity of showing 
ie that ver intended them no harm. The river here contains i 
ne reach of deep water, upon which was a | ntity 0 
whistling ickeat other aratens hoe Two wiles: Eomet doves we 
halted on the banks of a deep creek coming in from the north- 
ward; the rest of the day being employed restuffing packeaddles, 
&e., while some of the party eae a quantity of fine fish— 
amongst them an eel, which, however, was allowed to escape, being 
taken for a water-snake by one of the party who had never seen 
one before, A large kind of bat, or vampire, was first observed 


here, measuring about 2 feet across the wings. cy # 8k): tor 
 /19th—We continued to follow down the DeGrey or about 18 
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miles in a aw.s.W. direction, through open grassy plains extending 
for many miles on either bank, the channel of the river still main- 
taining the same sandy character, and with abundance of water-in 
its bed. (Camp 85. Lat. 20° 36' 30".) 

20¢h.—There was little or no change in the appearance of the 
country for the 18 or 20 miles that the river was traced down 
during to-day. We encamped on the bank of a wide and deep 
reach of water, more than a mile long, surrounded by tall reeds, 
Rens: caught here in great abundance. (Camp 86. Lat, 
i] ‘ i. ! "s) } 

21st,—Shortly after mang, we crossed the bed of a tributary 
coming in from the southward, with a shallow sandy channel, 2(4) 
yards wide, which must drain the high ranges between the DeGrey 
and Shaw rivers, which we passed over on our outward track, In 
nany places we began to observe patches of triodia in the midst 
of the alluvial plains through which the river continued to run, 
and distant ranges were observed both to the north and south. 
Towards sundown we surprised a large party of natives encamped. 
in a dry channel of the river, and approached so near before we 
were discovered that we had separated a young child from the 
rest of the party, which was observed by the mother, who remained 
while the rest of the natives made a hasty retreat; it was not long, 
however, before an aged warrior returned to her aid, with his 
spear shipped, and came forward in a very menacing attitude to 
recover the child, who stood by us with a look of the most perfect 
unconcern. Finding we took no notice of his threats, he threw 
down his weapon, and, walking up to the boy, caught him up in 
his arms and bore him off with a look of triumph to his companions, 
No attempt was made to carry away their supper, which was ready 
Panbeeee ac aleve bes atm en scoops, and consisted of fish, rats, 
beans, grass-sced cakes, and a beverage made with gome oily seed, 
pounded. Leaving everything undisturbed, we pushed on for 
another mile, so as to prevent their being afraid of returning to their 
evening repast. (Camp 87. Lat. 20° 25' 15". 
_ 22nd.—Being amie f we only moved a mile lower down the 
river to a fine reach of water, on the banks of which was a rich 
sward of green grass for our horsea, Shortly after we had made 
ourselves comfortable for the day, we were ‘startled by six of the 
horses coming into camp at a ele in their hobbles, followed 
by eighteen armed natives, Every one sprang to their arms 
ina moment, which caused the intruders to fall back. 1 tried to 
make them comprehend that we did not approve of the horses 
being hunted, but as they would not go away, and they had a 
stronger gg samp ep in the brushwood, I fired at a tree to 
show them e use of our arms, ‘The moment they heard the 
report of the rifle and saw the splinters fly they took to their heels, 
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and did not again trouble ua, We afterwards found a spear 
sticking in the ground in the track of the horses, having evidently 
aan thrown while in porsuit. (Camp 88. Lat. 20° 25', long. 
119° 21’. 

93rd -The river soon passed round the southern foot of a range 
of hills of 400 or 500 feet elevation, the country to the south again 
becoming — fertile, and clothed with a rich sward of kangaroo- 
grass. At 10 miles we struck the Shaw River, coming from the 
south-east, with a broad, deep, and well-defined channel, in which 
were many fine pools of water. Below the confluence of the 
rivers the DeGrey widened out considerably, turning rather more 
to the northward, and 7 miles farther waa joited by the Strelley, 
in lat. 20° 16', and long. 119° 5' g.; the river being diverted to 
the northward by a rugged range of volcanic hills; its course 
being now direct for Breaker Inlet, which was distant about 18 
miles, (Camp 89.) 

‘24th.—As it was very important that I should obtain a round 
of bearings before proceeding any farther, the country having for 
some days : been too flat to afford many opportunities for trian- 
gulation, I to-day started with Messra, Har ing and Brown to 
ascend the ranges that lie to the west of the river. A scramble of 
3 miles over very rugged rocks brought us to the highest point, 
which was found to be not more than 500 feet above the sen ; our 
journey, however, turned out to be fruitless, the magnetic attraction 
of the voleanic rocks of which the hills are composed being so 
great as to reverse the needle, which varied so much that I could 
net even make use of the compass to take angles, and 1 had omitted 
to bring a sextant. Kangaroo were numerous among these hills, 
but we did not succeed in shooting any ; they appear to be similar 
to those seen on the plains near the Sherlock. The view we had 
of the country was very extensive. To the south is a vast gently- 
undulating plain, only occasionally interrupted by detached granite 
and sandstone peaks; while narrow green lines of trees intersecting 
the plain in various directions indicate the watercourses coming 
from the distant ranges, and wander in wide sandy channels to- 
wards the sea; the course of the Strelley being easily distinguished 
for many miles. To the north the eye could trace the broad 
sandy bed of the DeGrey, trending towards Breaker Inlet, the 
position of which was only distinguishable by the margin of deep- 
ie mangroves that line it, and the whole extremity of the delta 





formed by the alluvial | eposits brought down by the river. To. 
the east and west of this is a wide expanse of allusied flats, covered 
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in most parts with rich wavir crass, the eameness of the scenery 
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&e., and by the party generally in providing a supply of fish and 
ducks, which here were found to be very plentiful. 
 25th.— By 7 at. we were once more tracing down the DeGrey 
through the flats seen yesterday. At 8 miles the river divided 
into two channels of nearly equal width, the eastern one being fol- 
lowed to lat. 20° 5° 16", eavellin being very heavy, on account of 
the numerous rat-holes that completely undermine the banks of the 
river for more than a quarter of a mile back on either side. For 
the last few miles the water in ihe river was decidedly brackish, 
and at our camp was evidently influenced by the tides; we, how- 
ever, ured some tolerably pos water by sinking a well in a 
sand-bank in the dry portion of the channel, which here was about 
26th. ‘i.— This morning we found the water in the well quite salt, 
im consequence of the tide having risen during the night; and as 
our horses required water, it was found desirable to fall back wpon 
some of the fresh pools to form a camp, while a day or two could 
- devoted ere examination of this fertile and interesting trict 
country. We accordingly crowed the channel and proceeded 
westward for nearly 3 miles, when we came upon the other 
branch, which proved eventually to join again several miles below, 
forming an island, containing some 8,000 or 9,000 acres of alluvial 
flat soil, covered with a quantity of mixed grasses, To this was 
given the name of Ripon Island. The western channel was found 
to be over 400 yards wide, and to contain several fine reaches of 
open water, some fresh and others slightly brackish ; they all were 
soming with ducks and a great variety of waterfowl, Having 
elected a suitable spot for a camp, I started with Messrs. Brown 
and Harding to examine the country towards the inlet. At a litile 
more than two miles we crossed the river between two pools of salt 
water, subject to the influence of the tides, and proceeded north- 
ward over an iota flat for two miles farther, when the 
grass gave to sainphire and small mangrove bushes, which 
gradually thickened to dense mangroves, cut cme deep muddy 
creeks, which put a stop to proceeding farther in that. direction. 
Here we observed several remarkable stacks of dead mangroves, 
evidently piled together by the natives, but for what purpose we 
‘could not ascertain, unless to escape upon from the tide when fish- 
ing. Having gained firm ground, we made a détour more to 
the eastward, and at last succeeded in: reaching the bank of the 
river close tothe head of the inlet. The tide being at the ebb, I was 
able to walk over the mud and sand to the mouth of the river, and 
obtain bearings to Points Larrey and Poissonier, and observe the 
character of the entrance, from which I formed the opinion that 
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nothing more than the sea-rollers meeting a strong ebb tide setting 
out of the DeGrey, possibly backed up by freshes from the inte- 
rior, which would, from a river of this size, occasion a considerable 
commotion, where the tide amounts to 20 fect ; at any rate I could 
not observe any rocks, and there appeared to be a channel with at 
Jeast 5 or 6 feet of water in it at low tide, For the first mile the 
river has a breadth of from 400 to 800 yards, and would admit, 
with the tide, vessels of 12 or 14 feet draught of water with perfect 
safety ba as far as Ripon Island, where they could lie completely 
sheltered in all weathers quite close to the shore, which here has 
steep banks 20 to 30 feet high; they would, however, be left 
aground at low water, as we did not observe any deep pools m this 
art of the river. I had only just time to complete my observa- 
tions when the roaring of the m-coming tide warned me that no 
time was to be lost in returning to the horses, which were nearly a 
mile higher up the river. Although I ran part of the way, the mud 
ereeks filled up so rapidly, that there was some risk of my being cut 
off from the shore, and having to take up a roost on the top of the 
mangroves until the tide fell; 1 had time, however, to observe that 
the head of the tide carried with it thousands of fish of great 
variety, ag 2a them avery remarkable one from 3 to 6 inches 
in length, in form resembling a mullet, but with fins like a fying 
fish ; itis amphibious, landing on the mud and running with the 
speed of a lizard, and when frightened can jump 5 or 6 feet ata 
bound; I did not, however, succeed in capturing one for a speci- 
men, Swarms of beautiful bright crimson crabs, about 2 inches 
diameter, were to be seen issuing from their holes to welcome the 
coming flood, on which was borne a great number of sea-fowl, which, 
it was evident, camé in for an abundant feast in the general tur 
moil. Mounting our horses, that had stood for the last two hours 
without touching a mouthful of the rank grass around them for 
want of water, we returned to the camp by a ditlerent route, 
through open grassy flats bordering the deep reaches of water that 
encompass the n.w. side of Ripon Island. i 
_ 27th—Accompanied by the same party, but with three fresh 
horses, we again started to explore the plains eastward towards 
Mount Blaze. For several miles after leaving the island the 
country continued of the same fertile character as that passed over 
y y, and is at times subject to inundation from the river ; but 
seine act from es in nance of eee aail became 
ighter he grass thinner, with patches of triodia and samphire. 
At 12 miles we entered a af ae grasey forest, cen te for 
some miles, but.as there was no promise of obtaining water, and th 
day was calm and sultry, we turned to the northward,rin the hope 
this portion of the coast; in this we were, however, disappointed, 
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as the fall of the country terminated in mangroves and salt-water 
creeks, between which and the sea is a narrow ridge of low sand- 
hills, Amongst them we observed many tracks of natives, but did 
not discover any water. The sea here is apparently very shallow 
for many miles off-shore, more than half a mile of mud and sand- 
bank being left dry at low-water. Resting the horses for two hours 
we returned to camp as more direct route, passing for several 
miles over a plain o} ih black raters covered yar Sat eward 
of bright green grass, the native fires having swept off the dry grass 
a fie weeks previously ; and although there had been no rain smece, 
the beavy dews that fall during the night in these latitudes had been 
sufficient to_produce a rapid growth. 

24th.—As I expected to meet with some difficulties for want of 
water between this and the Yule River, [ thought it best to give 
the horses the benefit of a little rest before resuming our homeward 
route, Some of the party were also deriving much benefit from the 
abundance of fresh game, as they had been suffering from debility, 
brought on most probably by over-exertion while traversing the 
heavy country of the interior. While here we obtained several 
additions to our small collection of birds—amongst them a beautiful 
wader, the size of a large enipe, the head being covered by a 
remarkable membraneous hood or sheath of a rich gamboge 
yellow, resembling the leaf of a flower falling back from the beak, 
» and lying close over the feather, protecting them when the beak ts 

lunged into the sand after food ; they had also a remarkable ee 
horn or claw projecting forward from the last joint of the wing, with 
which they can fight when attacked by birds of prey. A very 
handsome bird was also shot, resembling a flammgo: the bod 
being about the size, and in plumage like a pelican; the head a 
neck of a deep rich purple, and formed like the flamingo; the legs 
bright red, long and slender; it flies extended to its greatest 
length, measuring 6 feet 2 inches, and across the wings 7 feet 2 
inches ; its weight being only 11 1bs. A white heron, with bird-of- 
paradise feathers on its back, was occasionally seen, but only one 
29th (Sunday). 

30‘4.—We made an early start up the river, and at 3 miles 
étruck out into the plains to the westward, where we found a large 
extent of open flat, yielding grass and atriplex, and timbered in 
sy roa tenet At 10 miles we came upon a dee 
reach of water flowing to the north-west, which must empty itself 
into the sea 4 or 5 miles to the south-west of Spit Point, forming 
an island of a portion of the delta of the DeGrey, containing 
between $0,000 and 100,000 acres of alluvial land, This channe 
was followed up, and found to come from the river, close to the 
junction of the Strelley, and must be a very considerable outlet for 
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the water during the summer rains. I regretted much not having 
time to trace this branch of the DeGrey to its mouth, as it might 
resh water is abundant, and building stone procurable in any 
antity, being found in the immediate vicinity, on land superior 









to int i ation, We remained at the junction the rest of the day. 
October 1st.—Asthe plains were now dry and parched, we deter- 


mined to follow up the Strelley to the ranges before striking west 
to the Yule. At first the river spread out into so many wide grass 
channels that it was difficult to trace it; but at 4 or 5 miles co 
lected into one bed, about 100 yards wide, in which were a few 
small pools. Up to this point the country had been fertile, the soil 
being an alluvial clay, resulting from voleanic rocks; but after 
getting clear of the line of hills the soi became poor and hungry, 
yielding little else but triodia and acacia-bushes Water was pro- 
cured in several places in the course of the day's march, our course 
having been nearly due south. (Camp 95. Lat. 20° 32 30".) 

2nd.—The river led us this mornmg a little to the eastward of 
south, through a country very similar to yesterday. Late in the 
day we crossed a considerable tributary coming from the south-east, 
which was now quite dry, and takes its rise in a bold ran, of 
neler now visible to the southward, at the distance of 10 or 






2 miles, and forms a part of the main table-land of this part of the - 


coast; the plain we had been passing over being only a sea flat, 
with a few detached ranges widely scattered over its surface. The 
river now began to trend to the westward, granite rocks showing 
themselves on the surface in large masses. Water was vonalh 

procurable, which was very important, as the horses could not travel 
many hours without it, although the heaviest packs were reduced 
below 100 Ibs. We had now only 6 saddle-horses, so that two of 
the party had to walk by turns for an hour ata time, We halted 
late in lat. 20° 45' 17". (Camp 94.) | 

_ Brd.—Started at 6 h. 30m., and in an hour came agen a fe 
in the granite, which was very acceptable, as we had encamped 
over-night without any water. The channel of the river bere 
deepened considerably, was full of rocks, and contained plenty of 
water. Skirting the ranges for some distance several tributaries 


joined from the southward, ‘The country, although rocky, im- 


equently met with. At ight we encamped on a suall pool im 
the bed of the river, about 5 miles from the foot of the range. 


Cockatoos and pigeons came in great numbers to drink at the poo! 
orem (Camp 95. Lat. 20° 56' 33", long." 119° 10° by 
cA 


switth.—-Made an early start, and travelled 4 miles on » south-west 
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course, when the river divided into two channels, the main one 
coming from a deep gorge to the s.s.E., exactly in the direction im 
which we had left the Strelley on our outward route, at a distance 
of about 30 miles, identifying the stream with some degree of 
certainty. Taking the western branch, which would lead us towards 
the Yule, we followed it up until long past noon into a hilly country, 
without meeting with water; we, however, saw a large extent of 
fine grazing-land, which would make an excellent summer station 
when the flats were inundated. Having rested during the beat of 

. which had lately become rather oppressive, we resumed a 


the da 
vesterly course, having run out the head watercourses of the western 
branch of the Strelley, spor ann gill to a considerable 
stream-bed trending to the north-west, which was followed down till 
some time after dark, having procured a few gallons of water from 
a native well in the bed of a creek, ‘To-day we had travelled for 
nine hours, and accomplished a distance of 22 miles, the longest 
day's march we had made for many weeks past. Early in the day 
we had noticed what we took for a great ae of native fires 
Springing up in all directions, and quickly to die away again; we, 
Ronewer bound it to be a number of whirlwinds, carrying with them 
huge columns of charcoal and dust, which trave the plains 
sometimes for miles before they broke. (Camp 96. Lat. 21°4'.) 
Sth.—Our computed distance from the Yule was now only 21 
miles, and the countfy promised well for travelling, but the long 
march yesterday and the short allowance of water rendered it very 
doubtful whether some of the horses would hold out long enough to 
reach it; we therefore had our breakfast before daylight, and as 
soon as we could see resumed our route to the westward. At} 


milea we nickont arene premier apne jer 
and gum-trees ; but as we did not soon finc tes phe 
on at a rapid pace, and in 2 miles crossed a similar channel, 100 
| wide, trending north-west, and running parallel to the first. 
Seyond thia the ground became rocky for a few miles, and by the 
time we had gone rather more than 12 milea, Mr. Burges’s mare, 
eee pede: washes Giving her half a zgalian of water out 
of the little stock carried with us, I left Messrs. Brown and Hardin, 
oo eg raul al hemp pele: Senegal continued. 
our route, A mile or two farther, and another horse, Bob, was 
knocked up and left behind, having also had some water given him, 
eee eeeeenenesaeianity snp quenestiod. in geil the rest of the 
horses on to the Yule by 1 '20-m. 2.3¢,.r0aking it cloee to our camp 
of 13th August. Had the distance been 10 miles farther, probably 
ey ee ve ee nie BBs. Ore oer 
it, so muc e they reduced in strength. On reaching the pool 
several of the horses, notwithstanding our esa ar ree 
E i 
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rushed headlong into the water with their packs on, and drank so 
much of it that it was with great difficulty we could drag them out 
again. In the course of the afternoon Messrs, Brown and Harding 
eame in with the horse Bob, but had not been able to get the mare 
on more than 2 or 3 miles. Being anxious, however, not to lose 
her, I sent M*Court and James with two of the strongest horses, 
ing 4 gallons of water for her, after which they succeeded in 

getting her into camp by midnight. (Camp 97.) 

6th (Sunday)— Moved a short distance down the river to 
Camp 57, for better feed. 

7th.— As the distance from the Yule to the last known permanent 
water on the eastern branch of the Sherlock is over 25 miles, and 
aur means of carrying water very limited since abandoning our 
largest pair of kegs in the retreat on the 8th September, I to-day 
set to work and soldered up a number of preserved-meat tins that 
had been rhea opened and kept for this purpose, putting a 
sinall spout to each, Eight of these (4-Ib, tins) we found to contain 
something over 4 gallons, which, added to our water-belts and the 
two remaining kegs, would provide for the conveyance of 12 gallons 
of water, which Phoped would prove sufficient to enable us to pass 
the dry tract of country in safety, as it would allow half a gallonte 
each horse, and an ample supply for the party for two days. I also 
succeeded in pe eta the aneroid barometer, which had been 
crushed nearly flat by the fall of a horse; fortunately, however, 
without injury to the vacuum vase, 

_ §th.—Having rearranged the loads and lightened them by leaving 
hid amongst the rocks a pack-saddle and 60 |bs. weight of horse- 
shoes and nails, at $h. 45m. pa. we commenced a retreat on our 
outward tracks of the 13th August, travelling to 7h, 15m., when 
we encamped on a patch of tolerably good grass in the plain at 
the foot of a volcanic range, without any signs of water near 1 
(Camp 33.) : 4 

%th.—We were up before daylight, and by 6 had our breakfast, 
and were again on our march, visiting a water-hole seen ‘on our 
outward route, but now found to be quite dry. We pushed on at 
the best speed of our horses, which was now not much over 2 miles 
an hour, to 10h. a.ot., when the heat of the day began to tell on the 
jaded animals; we therefore halted for an hour, to give the horses 
half a gallon of water each, after which they travelled on much 
more briskly, so that by a little past noon we succeeded in reaching 
the large pool in the eastern Sherlock, near Camp 55, Some of the 
horses iy ett so much exhansted that we had some diffiew 
in getting them to move for the last mile, although entirely reli 
of their loads. (Camp 55 A.) ms peers oe 
 10th—Although the horses were by no means in a fit state to 








to the North-West Coast of Australia. 421 


continue the march, yet grass was so scarce, on account of the 
native fires having here swept it off, that we found it best to push 
on for the springs at Camp 02. | | 
Following down the banks of the stream we found several pools 
not yet dried up, which proved a great help to our horses. Before 
noon, however, the mare Lucy again gave m, and was finally aban- 
doned, aa there was but little chance of her ever reaching the Bay ; 
it is possible she may live to be picked up by some future travellers, 
although too old to last many years. By 1 v.m. we reached the 
springs at Camp 52, and found an ample supply of water, but the 
grass waa here also much parched up; we, however, remained for 
gee of the day. i 
Wth.—This morning our route was resumed down the eastern 
Sherlock, tracing a portion that had not been before examined, and 
| nd to be well fo with water and grass; 
cockatoos pigeons being seen in large numbers, feeding on the 
banks, As we approached the qunetion of the two branches of the 


river we met a apne of 10 or 12 natives, who came boldly up to 
us, which was the only time we had known them to do so since 
uitting Nickol Bay. Hoping to gain some useful information from 
them, they were allowed to follow us to our old camp of 2nd August, 
where there are the large fish-pools, of which they gave us the 
native names. We were not quite 30 successful in procuring game 
here as on the former visit, although as much fish was caught as 
could be consumed while it was good. The natives kept rather 
aloof while we were shooting on river, but about dusk 8 or 10 
pea yeur the camp, uae a pane ay a thieving excumigns 
and, although narrowly watched, managed to carry off a portion o 
Mr. Hatter kic which, however, he recovered next Bsa ut 
paying them au early visit, finding the articles buried under some 
rushes in their camp. 
12/4.—We were now getting so near our destination, that 
although provisions were running low, we could afford to give the 
party a whole day's rest, while 1 was enabled roughly to plot out 
ane more of my work cag ain up pe journal, whic from 
ving my time constantly taken up with more pressing dutie: 
had fallen sadly into arrears. ‘The natives again came ee 
what they could steal, but this time were made to sit outside a 
line drawn on the sand, some 20 paces from the camp—an agree- 
ment they appeared highly to disapprove of, giving expression to 
their dissatisfaction in a manner anything but polite ; finding, how- 
ever, that we were inattentive to their impertinence, so long as 
au confined it to harmless display, they watched their opportunity, 
suddenly set fire to ped pig in several places at once around 
the camp, and ran off as hard as they could, As this was an open 
act of hostility that it was neocssd 









ry they should be chastised for, 
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although 1 did not wish seriously to hurt them, they were allowed 
ty run to a suitable distance, when a charge of small shot was fired 
after them, a few of which taking effect on the rear of the principal 
offender, induced him, on meeting some of the party out shooting, 
to make an apology, and try to lay the blame of the theft of the _— 
previous day oh tie Bogs | : : 
13¢h (Sunday).—As the distances between the several watering 
places on the homeward route were too much to perform without 
intermediate halts, and the heat of the noon-lay sun rather oppres- 
sive, it was found better to start from the pools late in the day, so 
as to make the halts without water during the cool of the mgh 
travelling only very late in the evening and early im the morning. 
We accordingly did not start this afternoon until 4 rw, and 
travelled on to 8h. 45 m., encamping in an open grassy plain 
under Black Hill—a volcanic eminence, the position of which is 
shown on the Admiralty charts. (Camp 99.) 
144—By 6 h. we were again on the move, and in an hour 
gained the banks of the George, which takes ite rise in the vol- 
eame hills to the southward. In its channel was an abundant 
aly of water, with many fine healthy trees overshadowing the 
pools. By 9 we arrived at our old camp (50) where we rested to 
4h. 15m, when we resumed and travelled on to nearly 5 P.M, 
encamping on the open grassy plains near the Harding River. 
(Camp 100. 
roe AD early start enabled us to accomplish the remaining 
six miles to the Harding by 8 h. 30 m., where we halted for the 
remainder of ahe day, as it was not unlikely that we might have* 
to travel the remaining 40 miles into the Bay without finding any 
more water. As we had now only four days’ rations left, and it 
was uncertain, in the present low condition of our horses, how long 
it might take us to reach the ship, the sportsmen of the party made 
the best use of the halt to procure game, while I proceeded to 
convert some more of the empty meat-tins into water-camisters, 
increasing our means for the transport of water to 18 gallons, with 
which we had a fair prospect of getting im all the horses, even 
though no more water should be found on the route, Our camp 
was enlivened this evening by the continued screeching of a 
number of large bats, whith kept up a vigorous fight in the trees 
ing 10 or 12 of them. Biers Hiei eens acy emitted such an 
intolerable odoar that it would require even an explorer to be hard 
pressed before he could make a supper off them, cither roast of 


16th. —This ring set in imtensely hot, by néon the ther- 
mometer standing at 107° in the shade, and at 3 PM., when 
placed on a sandbank in the sun, rose to 178° of Fahrenhert; on 
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the setting in of the westerly breeze it, however, fell at once to 
96°, and by 4h, 30 m. p.m. we were enabled to resume our route 
without feeling in any way inconvenienced by the temperature. 
We did not now attempt to pass through the rocky ranges so far 
to the eastward as on our seaesay eee but places to the 
westward along the open grassy valley, until opposite the narrowest 
part of the fae kere sha é to the north, we very quickly 
passed over the rocky portion of the hills, only encountering a few 
miles of extra rampant triodia, which was anything but pleasant to 
walk through, especially leading the party al rk. Following 
down a watercourse for several miles, it at jena joined the 
Nickol River, in which we shortly after found a small quantity of 
water, in the bottom of what had been a pool, but which toward 
the close of the dry season sometimes goes a ; here we halted for 
a few hours to rest. (Camp 101.) | 

17th.—W ithout waiting for daylight, by 2 h. 10 m. a.m. we were 
again on the move, as there was now a fair chance of getting all 
the remaining horses into the Bay, if we did but avoid travellin 
during the heat of the day, In an hour the hills were cl 


and it was now all open plain as far as the marsh at the head of 
Nickol Bay. By the time the morning broke, we were in full view 
of the Bay and several islands of the Archipelago, the long black 
hull of our ecean-home riding at anchor on the now placid waters, 
forming by no means the least pleasing feature of the scene, to 
those who had not seen a vestige of civilization for many months. 
After halting for nearly two hours for breakfast, and to distribute 
the water amongst the horses, we again moved rapidly on, crossing 
the marsh with some difficulty, owing to the spring-fide having been 
ecently over it, and at 1 P.M, arrived on our old ground at 
Hearson Coye, where we found a boat ote ga from the ship 
waiting for us, James having been despatched by a shorter route 
to signalize our return, ee One md gone on satisfactorily 
during our absence. ‘The vessel's water-tanks had been kept filled 
ensuring a supply for our horses on the homeward voyage, as 
itterly impossible at this season of the , with the 
animals in such low condition, to attempt the ov route to 
Amongst other discoveries during our absence, 
anmers At te haas oF Wo Bay, from which the 
had procured several tons of very fine mother- 





18¢h.—The party was fully oceupied in clearing out the well 
and packing up saddles and outfit for shipment. It was aleo found 
that deepening the well had caused the water to become brackish, 
so much so that we had to bring water by boat from the spring at 
which the ship had been filled up; the horses however still managed 


i 
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to drink the well-water, although it produced great thirst. I have 
no doubt but that had we had time to sink a fresh well closer. to 
the foot of the hills, we should have obtained fresh water, as several 
ravines terminate there in a beautiful grassy flat, where a large 
roportion of the rain water brought down from the hills sinks into 
the soil, from whence it gradually drains down and supplies the 
wells in the salt strata. 1 was disappointed to find that the cotton 
plants, that had thriven so well on first being sown, had been burnt 
in consequence of some of the sailors having thoughtlessly set fire 
to the adjoining grass ; had they not been killed, by this time they 
would probably have been in flower, as their growth was very 
rapi 
19¢h.— As it was necessary to give the horses a few days’ rest 
evious to swimming them off to the ship, I started this morning 
in the life-boat, accompanied by Captain Dixon and Messrs, Brown, 
Harding, and Walcott, to examine the eastern shores of the bay, 
for the purpose of ascertaining whether a more suitable spot for a 
landing-place and site for a future town could be found in that 
quarter. Leaving the Dolphin at 5 h. 30 m, aa, we ran to the 
eastward with a light south wind, passing, at 6 miles, two small 
islands in the mouth of the small bay into which the Nickol River 
(ischarges itself. These islands kaa Baan visited already by Mr. 
Walcott, and 1 gave them the name of Pemberton and Walcott 
Islands. Continuing to run along the shore towards Cape Lambert, 
the soundings gave from 2 to 3 fathoms, with a Hs bottom of 
mud and sand, but the landing was generally indifferent and rocky, 
until we came to within about 9 miles of the cape, when a deep 
opening was passed, affording good shelter and landing for mii 
craft. Two miles farther we landed in a small rocky cove for 
breakfast, which gave me an opportunity of climbing a hill and 
examining the surrounding country, which proved very dry and 
rocky. A. little farther we passed a bold headland, against the 
extremity of which rested a singular flying buttress, forming 
an arch of 50 or 60 feet span, and from 30 to 40 feet in height. 
Turning this headland, another opening was observed, which we 
entered with the tide, and soon found that it communicated with the 
first one, forming an island of some extent and elevation, to which 
was given the name of Dixon Island. We continued to beat 
down the channel, which had an average width of over half a 
mile, until late in the evening, when we came to anchor in 11 feet 


Water, 
20h.—At daylight we found ourselves high and dr , only a 
narrow channel a few yards wide being left. 5 ame bas Rep 
the mud to Dixon Island to breakfast, the vicinity was examined 
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boat, when the wind set in so strongly from the south-west, that 
after several hours’ almost ineffectual attempts to work to wind- 
ward, we again landed, not 2 miles from our last night's. anchor- 
age, the character of the country being equally unfavourable for 
landing, as it was cut up by deep mangrove creeks running far up 
the valleys into the steep rocky hills, forming a difficult and un- 
promising country. ‘The breeze having moderated and shifted a 
point more to the westward, we again attempted to beat out into 
the bay, but by 9 pz. had not made more Oran 4 miles, when we 
landed for the night, leaving two of the Feat in charge of the boat 
to Keep her off the rocks when the tide fell. | 

21st.—The wind and tide being now in our favour, by 3 h. 30 m. 
we took to our boat and arrived on board the Dolphin by 10 aot. 
when she was very soon got under weigh for the purpose of taking 
ber closer in to abi the horses; light and variable winds, however, 
: ited our working more than a mile nearer the landing cove 
by sundown, when we dropped anchor for the night. 

22nd.—With a light west wind the Dolphin was worked into 
1] feet water, 1} mile off the point near the cove: the vessel 
drawing over 10 feet, brought the mud up to the surface in our 
wake, Eight horses were soon swam off without much difficulty, 
as we all had now some little experience in this sort of work. 

20rd.—By 2 p.ot. the remaining 6 horses and equipment of the 
Expedition were all safely shipped, and a conspicuous intimation 
of our sojourn on the coast having been painted in large white 
letters on a pile of granite rocks near the south corner of the cove, 
we took our final departure, getting the Dolphin ugder weigh by 4 
P.M., with a light westerly wind, which carried ua thro gh t 
passee between Haiiy and Delambre Islands by 7, when we 

auled up and stood to x.x.w. 

24th.—T he wind still holding to the west, we made but little 
progress, the Dolphin being only a good sailer in smooth water, or 
running before the wind. Lat. 19° 12" s. af noon. 

2th.—By noon observations we were only in lat. 18° 49’, long. 
118° 32. 

26¢h.—The wind veering slightly to the south, we were able to 
make by noon to lat. 18° 46’ 30”, long. 111° 47’ 30”, 

27¢th.—From this time to the 8rd November the winds continued 
to blow almost uninterruptedly from the south and east ich 
carried us as far west as long. 101° £, and lat. 31° &., where we 
met with westerly winds, which enabled us to run up to within 
sight of Cape Naturaliste by the 8th. 

November 9th.—By 10 a.m. we were off Rottnest Island, when 
the pilot came on board and took us to the anchorage in Gage's 
Roalls ds by about noon. Having given instructions to Mr. Turner 
for the landing of the horses, é&e., I landed with Mess: 





s. Brown, 
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H Hall, all of whom were, at their desire, at once 
| ee Soap amr ep eit Pronaded. by sbecaan, 
to Perth. 


10th.— an interview with his Excellency the Governor, and 
reported the the safe return of the party and general results of the 


F. T. Grecory, 
Commander NW. Australian Expedition. 


Aporrixa the courses which I have found most convenient on similar occa- 
wooeed to offer a few remarks arond iy tis Be features, nections, 

natural capabilities, &e., of the country tra tion, which 
could not, without dima vantage, have been introduced into ae oregoing narm- 
tive. These remarks have already appeared at the conclusion of my Report 
published on the 18th November, 1861, but are equally applicable to the pre- 
gent publication. 

mmencing with its rom pice! and geological peculiarities, that portion 
of the country which came u our observation consists of a succession of 
terraces, rising inland for nearly 200 miles, more or less broken up by voleanic 
hills towards the coast. The first belt o from 10 to 40 miles in width 
from the sea, and is a nearl Bg lain, slightly ascending to the southward, 
with an elevation of from se Ba Bail being ous cither light 
loam or strong clays, seocting weit fe reault of the disin ‘ion of the 
nas occasionally protrude above its surface, or of volcanic rocks of 

sooria, that frequently tienes the general level; hills of this nature 
also constitute the greater portion of the more elevated islands off the 
Cape Lambert, and the promontory that shelters the’ western side of Nickol 
Bay. The generality of these rocks do not, however, yield so rich a soil as 
might be expected from their origin ; this is owing to the absence of acta 
lava, the eruptive heat having only been sufficient to convert the gece tk 
cumbent primary and tertiary rocks into a vitreous scoria, having o 
Prec of 32, and is highly indestructible in its texture, that bis 


inland for et next 50 or 60 miles is a ee! potrn 

ciipeesrag Srapen th horizontal sandstones, and has an of 
aaah TOb0 feat “This Tange tcratinaiee to the aosthwerk to. lével pilakins 
Tecate the produce of Be next series of more elevated country, while 















highly cellu 

ot ata Cee yaa we dain 

more elevated , trending away to the am., having an altitude of 25) foot 
TTS, rinks the feat section, hal SE ee nocheted wit 
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set ope, Pair bove 2200 fi about the the country 
on the Gaseo Lyons, and Upp a asveieses ieeline 

Of mi jl was unable to « any traces, except iron. Quariz-reels 


cisioally turer the country in .s:t and say. diwton, or meri 
the same as the mineral lodes at Champion Bay, but T could not find any in~ 
“septs orion Kiowa nae ogee ge spewed aac 2 
gold, it being far surpassed in reapect rocks on the Upper Murchison. 
ont not appear likely to be found within the limits of the country passed 
over, unless towards the easternmost iteesd tes nol seal of oe 

With regard to the harbours on mashed om sols sak of ial Beg 


at low water, show sufficient depth for vessels 

within a cuble's length of the shore, 

Towards the head of the bay the water is much not more 
sosgeicurpen bpkway hy tor pai Vic: meal ara kaces An 23 this 
pees quite close 


aurvey ‘of the western Lie eng te found that all 
ery cept island, having a boat channel, from half 
ile 4 milo wi ; to the outer portion I oreliee' eave the Sa 
Lin 
tides are tolerably regular, and average 16 feet, but at the ring they 
rise ‘21 feet; on Which occasions the whole of the western promontory, inelnding 
high Innds for several miles to the westward, is entirely cut off by the 
the ox ¢ ung being under Enderby laland—a circumstance that greatly 
trots from value o Lat had fine harbours, as it would require 
mito cary cme best landing-place, where water is to be 
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during the first four months, veering to the s.a.x. and s., and occasionally to 
the x.z. Latterly the wind waa alternately 6.c. in the morning, and ¥.w. of 
westerly in the afternoon; the sky becoming frequently overcast, and every 
appearance of the near approach of the miny season, which it has been ob- 
served by former navigators and explorers to do about the beginning of No-~ 
vember, and continue to March. 
. t the natural productions I would first briefly refer to the beds of 
the | oysters, as they are likely to become of immediate commercial im- 
considerable numbers having been gathered by the crew of the 
in their leisure time, the aggregate valae: of which, I am told, is be- 
‘tween 5001, and G00; besides pearls, one of which has been valued by com- 
patent persona at 257, .The limits of the bed are as yet undefined, but there 







® good reason to believe, irom the position of it, that with proper apparatus 
ships could soon be londed with them. 

Sandalwood was found in small quantities, very highly scented, but too 
id scattered to become of much im rtance as an article of export. 

Of indi fruits, dc., we obaerved the Adansonia, or gouty-stemmed tree 
of Sir G. Grey (nearly allied to the baobab or monkey -frnit of Southern 

Africa}. Sweet and water-melons, similar to those fornierly acon by me on 
the Lyons River, but of much larger size; a small gourd; a wild fig, well 
tasted, and a sweet plum, very palatable, were found in tolerable ab 

rp Nena ile Phe palms which grow on the bank of the For- 

; they are very handsome, and to the height of 40 feet; but not 
rae Neamt id ecg ayecinions that ve not yet been identified as to their 
variety. 

Tobacco does not grow so Inxuriantly here as on the Lyons River, but the 
natives collect it, and, after preparation, chew it: we did not on any occasion 
olgerve them to smoke, 

Many beantifal flowers were also collected, which will be forwarded to some 
of the most eminent botanists, to be described. and classified, 

lt now only remains for me to give an opinion on the capabilities of the 
carseat a ome nape lt pe a new esquire to irae 

or define the limita of coun! or rposes, 
a ioloee already taude to them. The total amount of ‘find available for 
this pu within the limit of our route I should estimate at not less than 
two or three millions of acres, and of this I may safely say 200,000 are suitable 
for agricultural purposes, the greater grr of which pa “ ‘the two flanks of 
the Hamersley Range, on the banks of the DeGrey and its tributaries, and 
on the Lower Sherlock. 

Of the fitness of this district for the growth of wool, for which, on account of 
its preset intertropical country, it is generally supposed it would be unsuit- 
able, I would remark that its elevation above the sea appears likely to obviate 
the objection, and render it probable that sheop ray not degenerate. in 4s 
sume way they are found to do in other tropical countries; at an rate, flocks 
are now pushed over on to the same latitude in Queensland, and we do 
not hear of the wool-crowes complaining thet such is the case there. 

As to its fitness epermeensinsing Sih sake Se nk ee that wheat and 
barley may not come to the same degree of perfection they do im the more tem- 
perate latitudes of ‘cram sa there is no reason to doubt its capability of 
¢ sufficient for the support of a numerous lation. 

Wa i appar moe highly eee eee ing else is the growth 
of cotton—a uestion which ie t 2. lout. a of. 
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modity. As, however, I purpose to make this the subject of » mare lengthy 
paper at a future period, | will not now venture to enlarge upon it, ae 
As the number and disposition of the aborigines are likely to have some éffrct 
on the first settlement of a district, I would give it as my opinion that these 
np will not prove particularly troublesome to the set ers, if properly and 
irly treated, They are Hot numerous; they appear very willing to take employ 
ander Eure and will no doubt soon be made as useful as in the other 
districts, stature they rather exceed the usual standard, some of them 
measiring two or three inches over six feet. | 


In een ed os dy toa close, I would wish to observe that, although the 
results of the Expedition have fallen short of my sanguine hopes with regard to 
ieal discovery, and will, I am afraid, in some degree disappoint the 
anticipations of the eminent geographers who have lent their valuab aid in 
promoting the undertaking, yet I cannot but hope that the large amount of 
additional fertile country it has brought to our knowledge will comy e in 
some degree for the deficiency. I am, however, unable to refrain agin 
expressing my opinion that had not so many concurrent circumstances com- 
bined to retard rture of the Expedition until so late in the season, and 
if it had arrived on the coast at the time originally recommended by the Geo- 
praphical Society, it would, in all probability, have resulted in the full accom 

t now devolves upon me to perform the plensi ing duty . r my 
po satisfaction with = srsncibie' fe which te whole of the te o the 

xpedition put forward their best energies in the ormanoe of their reapective 
functions. To Mr. Turner I am indeben for the uae bestowed on the rests t= 
ment of the store department, which came under his immediate charge. To 
Messra, Brockman and Hall, J. M‘Court, and James, are doe a acknow ledg= 
ments for the cheerful alacrity with which they performed the duties allotted 
to them. 

OF Messrs. Maitland Brown and J, Harding I cannot speak too highly. 
Accompanying me on all the extra services upon which I was engaged, they 
had to endure privations of no ordinary description, which they met with a 
spirit of steady fortitude deserving of the highest praise, To the valuable 
services rendered to the Expedition and to science by Mr. P, Walcott I have 
already had occasion to refer, and | sincerely hope that his talents and zeal in 
1 s of | -and Natural History may meet a more gu ntinl 
reward than the thanks which are justly due to him and those gentlemen who 
have given their time and talenta gratuitously in the service of their fellow. 


To n Dixon and the officers and crew of the J ‘pAin every praise is 
due for the assistance which on all occasions the npay forded in aiding 
the Expedition, aud for which I gladly avail mysclt of 1 nese! 
See ott ws sae becney my sae 
cone! usion, it me to ter ar Exoolle my acknow ents 
for the readiness with eee have anced to my rarois siggetiony in 
carrying out the arrangements o Expedition sihee the passing of the vote 
of money in wid by the local Legislature? oe 
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<XVI.—Exploring Expedition from Victoria to the Gulf of 
BURKE. 


Communicated by the Corostan Orrtce. 
Containing Journals of Howrrt, Kiva, Wits, Burne, Waiawr, and 
Hrank.* 


Mr. A. W. Howrrt's Despatch. 
Poria Crock, Oct, 10, 1861, 

Sra,—I have the honour to report my arrival here with the Con- 
ingent Exploring Party, on my return journey, having on Sep- 
ber 15, in lat. 27° 44’, and long. 140° 40°, found John King, 
the only survivor of Mr. Burke's party, living with the Coopers 
Creek natives. Mr. Burke and Mr. Wills had died some time 
aerae to my arrival, from hunger and exhaustion, and Gray 
the 





ed before reaching Cooper's Creek, on their return ada from 
Gulf. King was in a very weak, exhausted state when found, 

but I am happy to say has recovered wonderfully since, and Mr. 
Wheeler has just reported him to me as being out of his hands. 
The full particulars will be found in my diary, which, with King’s 
narrative, is enclosed. I- may state epardes my diary, that I 
have only transcribed that portion subsequent to our ling this 
on our outward journey, as up to that time we had followed 

the ee ee track, and nothing of interest had occurred. It 
may suffice for me to state that from leaving Menindie we had 
travelled without meeting with any particular hindrances, finding 
splendid feed almost the whole way, and sufficient water for our 
use, with the a a of three nights, when our horsea were 
without. The rain been very partial, and in places we only 
found sufficient for our immediate use, ‘Torowoto and Carriapundy 
swamps and the mud-plains were perfectly dry, and no water that 
could long be relied on, without subsequent rain, from Nuntherunga 
back to this place, a distance of about 180 miles. I had intended 





re g the ition track at Carriapundy, but was deterred 


joing ao by the very dry appearance of the country; and, 
therefore, followed the tra to this creek, which is permanent. I 
am happy to be able to state that the party are and have been im 





* Despatches were received in Melbourne late on Saturday, 2nd November, 
from Mr. Howitt, the leader of the Victorian Contingent Exploration Party, con- 
taining the disastrous intelligence thot, after successfully crossing the Australian 
con | rs. Burke and Wills had died of starvation in the Geighbourhood 
ef Cooper's Creek, and Gray a short time before Cooper's Creek was reached ; 

ing being the only member of the party who survived, and who was rescued by 
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health, and that the horses are in excellent working order. 
he camels are, on the whole, in as good condition as when the 
left Menindie, and may be praseanel ¢ ured of the scab, which t 
cannot help attributing in a great measure to the bad management 
of the sepoys. So far 1 have met with no loss or accident of any 
kind, and the natives, wherever I have seen them, have been 
friendly. I expect to be down at Menindie in three weeks, and 
ee probabl y spend two or three days at Torowoto to endeavour 
permanent water, a3 I know of none there that can be 
relied on. I forward these despatehes by Mr. Brahé and Weston 
Phillips, with four of our best horses. consider that they will 
have no | r difficulties im going down, excepting as 
water, which would not orsetin a larger party, and | cannot 
= more men, from the i of camels and pack-horses 
after. Should there be horses at Menindie fit for the 
down, I have instructed Mr. Brahé to ere betonel at once to 
town, taking with him the documents and field- 
Mr. Burke and Mr. Wills, and relating to the journey to Seton 
the Gulf. King I shall send down on my arrival at the Darling. 
I beg to urge on the committee the necessity of sending me 
immediate instructions to Menindie respecting the further disposal 
of the party and equipment. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
A. W, Howitt, 
Leader of the Contingent Exploring Party. 
Tp the ong Joux MacaDam, M.D., 
Hon, Secretary to the Exploration Committee, Melhourne,. 





Jouwx Krxe's Nerratire. 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Wills, and I, reached the depot at 


zt 


Creek on April _ about an seven in the evenin ah 
two camele—all that ee ene 
Ail she provisions we then bd, consited of « pourd and a half of 
eet eet We found the ashy: had ane Be e same day, and 
wih Dic, for any oa might left, found the tree 
1G, April 21. eal the ‘party had left for the 

Eg teggeiey Mente eg soho Mr. Burke 

aot papers cut of the bottle, and then asked each of us 
whether we were able to up the creek in pursuit of the 
9 We said not; and he then said that he thought it his duty 


i 


Dit crag nog nag te ge 
d upon trying to e Mount Ho as he had 
ime sence TY ont Ccgmictoeee that there was a 
| station within 150 miles of Cooper’s Creek. Mr. Wills was 
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not inclined to follow this plan, wishing to go down our old 
track, but at last gave in to Mr, Burke's wishes; I also wizhed to 
go down by our old track. We remained four or five days to 
recruit, and make preparations to go down the creek by stages of 
four to five miles a day, and Mr. Burke “placed a paper in the 
plant, stating what were our plans. Travelling down the creek, 
we got eome fish from the natives, and, some distance down, one 
of the camels (Landa) got bogged, and although we remained 
there that day and part of the next trying to dig him out, we 
found our strength insufficient to do so, The evening of the 
second day we ehot him as he lay, and having cut off as much 
meat as we could, we lived on it while we stayed to dry the 
remainder. Throwing all the least necessary things away, we 
made one load for the remaining camel (Rajah), and each of us 
carried a swag of about 25 Ibs, We were then tracing down the 

ing south, but found that they ran out 


branches of the creek run 
into earthy plains We had understood that the creek along 
Gregory's track was continuous ; and finding that all these creeks 
ran out into plains, Mr. Burke returned, our camel being com) letely 
knocked up. We then intended to give the camel a spel for a 
few days, and to make a new attempt to push on forty or fifty 
miles to the south, in the hope of striking the creek. During the 
time that the camel was bemg rected, Mr. Burke and Mr. Wills 
went in search of the natives, to endeavour to find out how the 
nardoo grew. Having found their camp, they obtained as much 
nardoo-cake and fish as they could eat, but could not explain that 
they wished to be shown how to find the seed themselves. They 
returned on the third day, bringing some fish and nardoo-cake 
with them. On the following day the camel Rajah seemed very 
il: I told Mr. Burke I thought he could not haget out more. 
than four days; and as on the same evening the brute was 
on the point of dying, Mr. Burke ordered him to b shot. I did 
eo, and we cut him or two broken knives and a lancet. We 
‘cured the meat and planted it; and Mr. Burke then made another 
attempt to find the nardoo, taking me with him. We went down 
the creek, Laon Re find the natives at the camp where they 
had been last seen, but found that they had left ; and, not knowing 
whether they had gone up or down the creek, we slept in their 
; runyahs that night, and on the following morning returned to Mr. 
’ Wills, The next day Mr. Burke rey started up the creek, but 
ould see nothing of them, and were three days awa when we 
returned, and remained three days in our camp with Mr. Wills. 
then made a plant of all the articles we could not carry with 
| leaving 5 Ibs. of rice and a quantity of meat, and then followe 
up the creek, where there were some good native huts We 
remained at that place a few days, and, finding our provisions were 
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beginning to run short, Mr. Burke said that we ongit to do 
something, that if we did not find the nardoo we should’ starve, 
and that be intended to save a little dried meat and rice to carry 
us to Mount Hopeless, ‘The three of us then came to the conclusion 
that it would be better to make a second attempt to reach Mount 
papel, as we were then as strong as we were likely to be, our 
daily allowance being then reduced. Mr. Burke asked each of us 
whether we were willing to make another attempt to reach the 
South Australian settlements, and we decided on going. We 
took with us what remained of the provisions we had planted —two- 
and-a-half pounds of oatmeal, a small quantity of flour, and the 
dried meat: this, with powder and shot, and other small articles, 
made up our swags to 30 Ibs, each, and Mr, Burke carried one hilly 
of water, and I another, We had not gone far before we came 
on a flat, where I saw a plant growing which I took to be clover, 
and, on looking closer, saw the seed, and called out that I had 
found the nardoo. They were very glad when I found it. We 
travelled three days, and struck a watercourse coming south from 
ears Creek. We traced this, as it branched out and re-formed 
on the plains, until we at last lost it in flat coun : 


were in front of us, for which we made, and eavefled all day, but 
found no water. We were all greatly fatigued, as our rations 
now consisted of only one small johnny cake and three sticks of 
dried meat daily. We camped that evening about four o'clock, 
intending to a next day until two o'clock, p.m, and then should 
we not find water, to return. We travelled, and found no water, 
and the three of us sat down and rested for an hour, and then 
turned back. We all felt satisfied that, had there been a few 
days’ rain, we could have got through. We were then, ace in 
to Mr. Wills’s calculation, forty-five miles from the creek. We 
travelled on the day we turned back very late, and the following 
evening reached the nearest water at the creek, We gathered 
some nardoo, and boiled the seeds, as we were unable to pound 
them. The following day we reached the main creek; and 
knowing where there was a fine water-hole and native gunyahs, we 
went there, intending tosave what remained of our flour and dried 
meat, for the pt of making another attempt to reach Mount 
Hopeless. On the following day Mr. Wilts and | went out to 
vather nardoo, of which we obtained a supply sufficient for three 
and finding a pounding-stone at the gunyabs, Mr, Wills 
| Le the seed, which was such slow work that we were 
Wills then went down the creek for the remainder of the dried 
meat which we had planted, and we had now all our things with 
us, gathering nardoo, and living the best way we could. Mr, 
Baste rayaoated Mr. Wills to go up the creek as far as the depot, 
VOL, XXXII. 2 F 
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and to place a note in the plant there, stating that we were then 
living dn the creek, the former note having stated that we were on 
our road to South Australia: He was also to bury there the field- 
books of the journey to the Gulf. Before starting he got 3 lbs. of 
flour and 3 lbs. of pounded nardoo, and about a pound of meat, as 
he expected to be absent about eight days. gertes his absence | 
gathered nardoo and pounded it, as Mr. Burke wished to lay in a 
few days after Mr, Wills left, some natives came down to the 
ereck to fish at some water-holes near our camp. They were civil 
to us at first, and offered us some fish; on the second day they 
came again to fish, and Mr. Burke took down two bags, which 
they filled for him; on the third they gave us one bag of fish, and 
afterwards all came to our camp. We used to keep our ammuni- 
tion and other articles in one gunyah, and all three of us lived 
together in another. One of the natives took an oilcloth out of 
this gunyah, and Mr, Burke, seeing him run away with it, followed 
him with his revolver and fired over his head, and wpon this the 
native dropped the oilcloth. While he was away, the other blacks 
invited me to a water-hole to eat fish; but I declined to do so, 
as Mr. Burke was away, and a number of natives were about 
who would have taken all our things. When I refused, one took 
his boomerang and laid it over my shoulder, and then told me by 
signs that if I called out for Mr. Burke, as [ was doing, that he 
would strike me. Upon this I got them all in front of the gunyah 
and fired a revolver over their heads, but they did not seem at all 


afraid, until I got out the gun, when they all ran away, Mr. 
Burke, hearing the report, came back, and we saw no more of 


them until late that night, when they came with some cooked fish 
and called out “white fellow.” Mr, Burke then went out with 
his revolver, and found a whole tribe coming down, all painted, 
and with fish in small nets carried by two men. Mr. Burke went 
to meet them, and they wished to surround him; but he knocked 
as many of the nets of fish out of their hands as he could, and 
‘shouted ed out tome to fire. I did so, and they ran off. We collected 
five small nets of couked fish, The reason he would not accept 
the fish from them was that he was afraid of being too friendly, 
lest sv should be always at cur camp, We then lived on fish 
antl Mr. Willsreturned. He told us that he had met the natives 
_  &00n after leaving us, and that they were wery kind to him and 
bad given him plenty to eat both on going up and returning, He 
seemed to consider that he should ie very little difficulty in 
diving with them ; and,as our camp was close to theirs, he returned 
to them the same day.and found them very hospitable and friendly, 
keeping him with them two days. They then made signs to him 
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went back to them the following day, when they gave him his 
breakfast, but made signs to him to go away. He pretended not 
to understand them, and would not go; upon which they made 
signs that they were going up the creek, and that he had better 

o down, Obey are up and left the camp, giving Mr, Wills a 
ittle nardoo to take to us, 

During his absence, while Mr. Burke was cooking some fish, 
during a strong wind, the flames caught the gunyah, and burned 
so rapidly that we were unable, not only to put it out, but to save 
any of our things, excepting one revolver and a gun, Mr. Wills 
being returned, it was decided to go up the ereek and live with 
the natives, if possible, as Mr. Wills thought we should have but 
little difficulty in obtaining provisions from them if we camped on 
the opposite side of the creek to them. He said he knew where 
they were gone, so we packed up and started. Coming to the 
gunyahs where we expected to have found them, we were dis- 
appointed ; and seeing a nardoo field close by, halted, intending to 
make it our camp. = some time we were employed gathering 
nardoo, and laying up a supply. Mr, Wills and I used to collect 
and carry home gh each day, and Mr. Burke generall pees 
sufficient for our dinner during our absence ; but Mr. Wil found 
himself getting very weak, and was shortly unable to go out and 
gather nardoo as before, nor even strong enough to pound it, so 
that in a few days he became almost helpless. I still continued 
gathering ; and Mr. Burke now also began to feel very weak, and 
said he could be of very little use in pounding. t hada to 
pine me poms for all three of us. I continued to do this for a 
few da 


eayey povyeor Fe strength rapidly ors: my legs bemg 


was unable to go r several days, 

re were compelled to consume six days’ stock, which we had 
laid by. Mr, Burke now proposed that I should gather as much 
as possible in three days, and that with this angel pon 









in search of the natives—a plan which had been urged upon us 
Mr. Wills as the only chance of saving him and ourselves as well, 
as he clearly saw that I was no longer able to collett sufficient for 
our wants. Having collected the seed, as proposed, and having 
unded. sufficient to last Mr. Wills for eight days, and two days 
started. Before leaving him, however, Mr. Burke asked him 
whether he still wished it, as under no other circumstances would 
he leave him ;-and Mr. Wills again said that be looked on it as 
for his , and we buried the remainder of his field-books near 
the gunyalt Mr, Wills said that, in case of my surviving Mr. 
Burke, he hoped that I would carry out his last wishes in giving 
the watch letter to his father, * a 
F i 
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In trayelling the first day Mr. Burke seemed very weak, and 
complained of great pain in his legs and back. On the second 
day he seemed to be better, and said that he thought he was 
getting stronger, but, on starting, did not go two miles before he 
eaid he could go no farther. I persisted in his trying to go on, 
and managed to get him along several times, until I saw that he 
was almost knocked up; when he said he could not carry his swag, 
and threw all he had away. I also reduced mine, takmg nothing 
but a gun and some powder and shot, and a small pouch and some 
matches. On starting again, we did not go far before Mr. Burke 
said he should halt for ha tapi : but as the place was close to a 
large sheet of water, and exposed to the wind, I revailed on him 
to go a little farther, to the next reach of water, where we camped. 
We searched about, and found a few small patches of nardoo, 
which I collected and pounded, and, with a crow which I shot, 
made a good evening’s meal, From the time we halted Mr. 
Burke seemed to be getting worse, although he ate his supper. 
He said he felt convinced he could not last many hours, and gave 
me his watch, which he said belonged to the committee, and a 
pocket-book to give to Sir William Stawell, and in which he 
wrote some notes. He then said to me, “I hope you will remain 
with me here till I am quite dead—it is a comfort to know that 
some one is by; but, when I am dying, it is my wish that you 
should place the pistol in my right hand, and that you leave me 
unburied as I lie.” That night he spoke very little, and the 
following morning I found him Boghtban or nearly so; and 
about eight o'clock he expired. I remained a few hours there ; 
bat as I saw there was no use in remaining longer, | went up the 
ereek in search of the natives. I felt very lonely, and at ug 
usually ar deserted wurleys, belonging to the natives. Iwo 


days after le ane spot where Mr, Burke died, I found some 
vahs, where the natives had deposited a bag of nardoo, suffi- 


cient to last me a fortnight, and three bundles containing various 
articles. I also shot a crow that evening, but was in very great 

dread that the natives would come and deprive me of the nardoo. 
I remained there two days to recover my strength, and then 
returned to Mr, Wills. I took back three crows; but found him 
lying dead in his gunyah, and the natives had been there and had 
taken away some of his clothes. I buried the corpse with sand, 
and remained there some days. But finding that my stock of 
nardoo was running short, and being unable- to gather it, 1 tracked 
‘the natives who had been to the camp, by their footprints in the 
gare gts ae down the ge shooting crows 
and hawks on the road, the natives, hearing the report ‘of the gun, 
meet me, and took me with them to their <—<c iving 

so and fish. They took the birds I had shot and cooke 
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them for me, and afterwards showed me a gunyah, where I was to 
sleep with three of the single men. The following eee 


commenced talking to me, and putting one finger on the — d, 
and covering it with sand, at the same time pointing up the creek, 
saying “ White fellow,” which I understood to mean that one white 
man was dead. From this, | thought they were the tribe who had 
taken Mr, Wills’s clothes. They then asked me where the third 
man was, and I also made the sign of putting the fingers on the 
ground, and covering them with sand, at the same time pointing 
up the creek. They appeared to feel great compassion for me 
when they understood that I was alone on the ereek, and gave me 
plenty to eat. After being four days with them, I saw that they 
were becoming tired of me, and they made signs that they were 
going up the creek, and that I had better go downwards ; but I 
pretended not to understand them. The same day they shifted 
camp, and I followed them ; and, on reaching their camp, I shot 
some crows, which pleased them so much that they made mea 
breakwind in the centre of their camp, and came and sat round 
me until such time as the crows were cooked, when they assisted 
me to eat them ‘The same day, one of the women, to whom I 
had given part of a crow, came and gave me a ball of nardoo, 
saying that she would give me more cae she had such a sore arm 
that she was unable to pound. She showed me a sore on her arm, 
and the thought struck me that I would boil some water in the 
billy and wash her arm with a sponge. During the operation the 
whole tribe sat round, and were muttering one to another. Her 
husband sat down by her side, and she was crying all the time. 
‘After Lhad washed it, I touched it with some nitrate of silver, 
when she began to yell and ran off, crying “ Mokow! mokow !” 
(Fire! fire!) From this time she and her husband used to give 
me a small quantity of nardoo both night and morning, and when 
ever the tribe was about going on a fishin, excursion, he used to 
give me notice to go with them, They also used to assist me in 
making a wurley, or breakwind, whenever they shifted camp. I 
»nerally shot a crow, or a hawk, and gave it to’ them in return 
for these little services. Every four or five days the tribe would 
surround me and ask whether [ intended goi up or down the 
creek ; at last I made them understand “that if they went up I 
should go up the creek, and if they went down I should also go 
down, and from this time they seemed to look upon me as one of 
themselves, and supplied me with fish and nardoo regularly. 
They were very anxious, however, to _know where Mr. Burke lay, 
and one day when we were fishing in the water-holes close by, | 
took them»to the spot. On seeing his remains the whole party 
wept bitterly, and covered them with bushes. After this they 
were much kinder to me than before, and I always told them 
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that the white men would be here before two moons, and in the 
evenings, when they came with nardoo and fish, they used to talk 
abot the “white fellows” coming, at the same time pret 
the moon. I also told them they would receive | 
and they constantly asked me for tomahawks, | 
= “omy ho.” From this time to when the relief part party none 
Sarina: of about a month—they treated me with uniform kind- 
a ipsa looked upon me as one of themselves. The day on 
which I was released, one of the tribe who had been fishing came 
and told me that the white fellows were coming; and the whole of 
the tribe, who were then in camp, sallied out in every direction to 
meet the party, while the man who had brought the news took me 
over the creek, where I shortly saw the party coming down 








Brawne's Letter. 


The following is the letter deposited by Mr. Brahé in the edehe 
at Cooper's Creek on the 21st of April, when he left that for 


Menindie :-— a oe 
Denis Geomer & Creek, April 21st, 1941, 

The depdt party of V. E. E. leaves this camp to-day, to return to 
the Darling. I intend to go south-east from Camp 60, to get into 
our old track near Bulloo. Two of my pace yh: ‘and myself 
are quite well; the third—Patton—has been unable to walk for 
the last eighteen days, as his leg has been severely hurt when 
thrown by one of the horses. No person has been up here from 


the Darling. 
4 We have six camels and twelve horses in good working con- 


> dition, . 
| WintiamM Brave. 





Bonrke's Last Letter. 
|The acts Ae is ihe despatch of Mr, Burke, left at the Depot 
at ee 


Depét No. 2, Cooper's Creck. Camp No. 65. 
2ind April, 1861. 


: 
taria, consisting of myself, Mr. 
ft wi a ai eaee Uileay end) on dead), pty here last night, and found 
| eneaea erty: pod .00)y y started on the same day. We 
wly down the creek towards Adelaide, by 
Mount Hopeless, and shall endeavour to follow Gr ‘a track, 
but we ate very weak. The two camels are done up, and we shall 
e. ot be able to travel farther than four or five miles a day. one 
- tied on the road from exhaustion and e. We have 
suffered much from hunger. The provisions left here will, I think, 
our strength, We have discovered a practicable route to 
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taria, the chief portion of which hes on the 140th meridian 
of east longitude. There is come good country between ‘this and 
- i desert. From there to the tropic the country is dry 4nd 
‘Between the tropic and Carpentaria a considerable portion 
is Pees, but it is well watered and richly grassed. 

We reached the shores of Carpentaria on the 11th February, 

1861. Greatly disappomted at finding the party here gone. 

R. O’Hana Bourse, Leader. 

PS. The camels cannot travel, and we cannot walk, or we 


should follow the other party. We shall move very slowly down 
the creek, 





Wris's Last Letter. 
The following is Mr. Wills's letter, which he buried in the edehe 
at Cooper's Creek, after finding it impossible to get through to 


South Australia :— 
Depét Camp, 30th May. 

We have been mable to leave the creck. Both camels are 
dead, and our provisions are done. Mr, Burke and King are 
down the lower part of the creek. [am about to return to 
when we shall probably come up this way. We are trying to live 
the best way we can, like the fees, but find it hard work. Our 
clothes are Boing to pieces fast. Send provisions and clothes as 







soon as possible. W. J. Winx. 
sal a OTT ‘to instructions, has pr 18 

green ferolied' cose of 73 journals here, for fi of 

oe (Signed) oe We daciee 


———————————— 


‘Howrrr’s Diary. 
‘lamp 20 ashy robo ; lat. 28° 44", long. 149° 49’, 
: 2 er leaving Camp 9 (Koorlegur), was generally 
sandy ridges, running panacea ers hoes round to 
west. Between these sandy tracts cortanvek’ o-aeodaaaaee 
flat ground—in places hard and smooth, in others spongy 
and roten, and cracked deeply bythe beat; polyzonum and ean 
grass growing im great quantities. everyw 
scan amid oyearp odny: I believe that very little rain has ies fallen 
here this season, After about ten miles, the sand-ridges became 
more marked, and of a red colour, and the fats wide, and draining 
e actriaa paitn ar, and bir 
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deep channel coming from a northerly directign, and containing 
abundante of water: its general width appears to be about 60 feet, 
and the banks are lined with small box-trees ; water-plants and a 
species of water-moss grow in the bed, and, from fish and crayfish 
being found in it, I have no doubt that it is permanent—in fact, 
the only water I can consider such of all these we have seen on 
this side the Daubeny Ranges. At a distance of about half a mile, 
the course of the creek is followed by high red sand-ridges, running 
parallel to its course, There is no timber anywhere but on the 
creek, and only small bushes and one or two kinds of pittosporum 
and mulgar on the sand-ridges. The country is very inferior in 
every respect, but water as we proceed. Signal-fires m two places 
as we were travelling; both very large, and no doubt intended to 
announce our arrival. On some of the flats 1 observed quantities 
of the plant growing from the seeds of which the natives make 
their bread. rye a2 to choose a loose blistered clayey soil, 
subject to be flooded, such as is generally found in polygonam 
yund. The leaves resemble clover, but with a silvery down, 
which is also found on the seed when fresh; these grow on short 
stems springing from the roots, and are flat and rather oval: im 
places where the plant has died down, these seeds quite cover the 
round ; they are gathered by the native women, and, a | 
— from the sand, are pounded between two stones and bakec 
as cakes. 
2. Camp 20.—Spelled here to-day before starting across 
for : Greek Mending pack-bags, dressing camels, ee 
four days’ bread, ke. Day warm ; wind from south-east, which 
seems to be the prevalent quarter, Flies begin to be troublesome. 


» Sept. 3. Camp 21, lat. 28° 22', long. 142° 31'.—Started at 
eight o'clock, and left the expedition track at Poria Creek. Struck 
a course for Cooper's Creek north-west by compass. For seven 
miles travelled over sand-ridges running north-east and south-west, 
>= with wide clayey valleys between, in which were occasional small 


5 pools of muddy water. The feed everywhere very dry, but 
tolerably plentiful on the sandhills. Bushes and small mulgar- 
trees were ore sea We here crossed a dry box-swamp, 
. 2 Crows, Wo allows, kites, and small birds were numerous ; 
and I observed here geveral trees with a rough bark resembling 

;- cork, and with bunches of long, pointed, dark green leaves growing 
at the ends of the small brar The sandhills here became low 
and Hat and the valley wider. ‘Shortly afterwans croseed the 
track of a large camel going north-east, apparently about eight 

names Bae ’ sadulati elk , 











_ faras I could make out, the watershed both to the north-east and 
uth-west. At twelve o'clock, after crossing a dry swamp full of 
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south-west, thickly timbered with large box-trees, the bed wide 
and the banks steep, and in several places large pools of clear 
water. Marshmallows and other vegetation now perfectly dhed 
up were on the banks. Native camps were numerous; but none 
that I saw were very recent. Muszel-shells and the claws of 
crayfish were lying near them. I have every reason to believe 
that some of these pools are permanent. Crossing this we passed 
several branch running through a clayey plain, and all 
lined with trees; large pools of water in several. 1 named this 
creek after the Hon. David Wilkie, ap. auc, On leaving 
the elay-flats at the creek we again crossed sandhills. and undu- 
lating tame Ks several miles, mostly well grassed but much 
burned wp. Saltbush and cottonbuzh plentiful in the hollows, and 
scattered timber beginning to appear. At half-past two came on 
a watercourse running north, and containing large but: shallow 
pools of water. The feed round about excellent, and enough 
timber to be called a thin gum-forest. The | here a new 
species not before seen by us, several feet of the butt having a 
rough semipersistent bark, above which it is smooth and h, 
with a red tint; leaves thick and glossy, very much resemblin, 
one growing near Omeo. Ducks here very tame. Campe 
having made eighteen milea, and country not looking so well 
ahead, The general fall seems to be to the westward. Samla, 
the largest of our camels, lay down just before reaching the camp; 
he is the only one of the lot that has not improved m condition, 
and he keeps himself poor by constantly watching the other camels, 
and driving them away from the females. He only carries 2 ewt. 
Sept. 4. Camp 22, Stokes’ Ra « Jat, 28° 20',long. 142° 19", 
open gum-forest, growing on eneey land. Water-channels fre- 
but very dry. Then cr an open plain with claypans, the 
drainage of which, running westward, forms numerous amall box- 
creeks, which form and spread opt again on the plain, No water 
here, only liquid mud. At about five miles passed a small box- 
creek with pools of water, and came on an open sandy plain 
destitute of vegetation, excepting the remains of salsolaceous 
plants grown last season. At ten o'clock crossed a large dry gum- 
ick; full of gravel and: boulders, coming in an easterly direction 
from the range. As it lay in our course, we followed it up for 
and crested pigeons were on it. The country here became stony, 
but with more dry grass, and gradually rose to the range; from 
this point the travelling was very severe upon the horses, and 
consequently very slow, as the ground ts everywhere covered with 
fragments of sharp flint-stones. The ranges are of no great 













Cooper's Creek, and was pleased to see that the stony country 
does not probably extend more than 4 miles from aus dl 
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height, and slope gently upwards; but are cut by numerous dee 
ro filled mith blocks ined and scrub, pastor sonuiditas 
a dry gum-creck, ‘These lying across our track made it diffeult 
to get on. The mulgar-scrub was very thick in places, a great 
deal of it dead, and numbers of shrubs new to me. Camped at 
3:30 at the edge of a deep scrubby gorge, with plenty of dry grass, 
but no water. Went down the gorge after camping to look for 
water, but found none: nor could I see any chance, from the loose 
gravelly bed and large boulders, Scrub very thick ; among other, 
the native orange, of large size, and covered with unripe fruit. 
Distance, twenty miles. 

Sept. 5. Camp 23, north side of Stokes’ Ranges; lat. 28° 10, 
long. "142° 8'—Had some difficulty in crossing the gully this 
morning, the sides being steep and covered with large blocks ot 
stone; thick mulgar-scrub up both sides. From here, travelled 
over similar stony ridges to those described yesterday for several 
hours, crossing two wide deep gorges, each with a dry creck-and 
large gums, and flanked by precipitous stony ranges. On reach- 
ing the summit of the range, found it to be a stony tableland, 
almost devoid of vegetation. Some remarkable flat-topped peaks 
to the north about 12 miles. At noon, suddenly came to the 
edge of a bluff overlooking the Cooper's Creek se 7 GR 
rently a boundless extent of plains, with dark Imes of scrub or 
timber on the horizon, To deseend from this bluff to a wide 
hasin of open country below, probably 700 to 800 feet, occupied 
an-hour, and I could only consider it a happy chance that some of 
the packhorses or camels met with no accident among the large 
b af loose stone. I could not have believed that the camels 
could have carried their loads up or down such places as we have 
crossed to-day. On reaching the basin, found it stony to a degree 
difficult to describe. The ground was literally paved with angular 
and rounded fragments of sandstone and flint, coated with a 

nie oxide of iron. Vegetation very scanty, and water nowhere 





| although I saw birds which I have seldom seen far from 
springs. Travelling for several miles over this country, sur- 
rounded bya chain of abrupt square hills, we slowly picked our 
road as best we could. Several of the horses were very footsore, 
and most of them fagged with the severe day's work and want of 
water. The day, too, was unusually warm. At 3:30 found it 






necessary to camp, the camels and horses being very tired. No 


_ After camp went to a square p hill, with Mr. Brahé, to 
Fee ha From fee os extensive view towards 
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and timber. A large body of smoke to the west. I found the 
summit of the hill to be covered with large masses of a white 
crystalline stone, ped in irregular columns, and ringing with a 
metallic sound when struck, It is the same stone as that uni- 
versally strewn over the country, and of which and a coarse sand- 
stone and conglomerate the ranges are mostly formed. Managed 
to give the horses two quarts of water each, in the hope that they 
would feed. ey a so thirsty that two tried to take the 
Sept. 6. Camp 24; lat. 26°, long. 142° 2'—Left camp shortly 
after six, The horses had not fed Legals ey night, partly from 
thirst, partly being afraid of the stones. Followed down a gully 


leading into very stony plains, which we crossed for several hours, | 


being obliged to lead the horses very slowly. No timber and 
scarcely any vegetation; the most desolate, stony wilderness 
imaginable. About ten o'clock came near the sandhills, and the 


country improved as regarded travelling, but not for feed or water. 


On a dry watercourse came on a party of natives, of whom some 
ran away ; the others, consisting of an old grey-haired man, an 
old hag of a woman, a younger man, and two or three lubras and 
children, waited until | rode up. They were in a very excited 
state, waving branches, and ‘abbering incessantly. ‘The younger 
man shook all over with fright. Sandy could not understand 
them, and I could only cateh “Gow” (Go on). At last, by the 
offer of a knife, I prevailed on the old man to come with us to 
show us the nearest water; but after half a mile his courage gave 
way, and he climbed up a box-tree to be out of reach. Mr. 
Brahé rode up to him, when he climbed into the top branches, 


jabbering without stopping for a moment, Finding that he would 


not come down, and kept poimting to the north-west (our course), 
we left him. All the natives were naked, and the old man was 
the only one who had any covering for his head—a net. 

We here entered undulating sandy country, slightly serubbed 
and well grassed, and at the same time came on Brahé'’s down- 
track. Our horses at once struck into a better pace, goin; 
least 34 miles an hour, The camels also pushed on well. T 
loose horses kept wide of the track, looking out for water m the 
polygonum-ground, and at ten minutes past twelve one old 
horses at once made a rush, and it was almost impossible to pre- 












i 


very much eta with thirst. Capel by the water, in first- 


rate feed. Rain came on steadily from the north-cast shortly after, 
and has continued. The horses have just been a third time to 


eo 
J 
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‘Sept. 7. Camp 24,—It rained very heavily during the night, 
with strong gusts of wind from north-east, and this morning the 
flats and claypans are swimming with water, and the ground very 
soft, Resting to-day, as the horses require it. Drying things, 
shoeing horses, and digging tank to try and hold water later in 
~ Camp 25 Coope Creek ; lat, 27° 51’, long. 141° 

8 Ca 5, Cooper's Creek; lat. 2 l’, long. 14 
55/—(Half-a-mile above Clamp 60 of Victorian Exy ion.) — 
Travelled north 60° w., through a succession of sandhills, with flats 
of rotten polygonum-ground between, The vegetation very green 
and in full flower, and box-trees growing in most of the flats. 
Towards noon, after crossing some bigh red sandhills, came into 
the earthy plains through which the various channels of Cooper's 
Creek run to the westward. The ground very rotten, and cracked 
by numerous deep fissures; dry channels in every direction. About 
6 miles brought us to a patch of sandhills, where the bare loose 
summits were crested with a pink flowering mesembryanthemum ; 
the pink flower, with the orange-coloured sand, and the light- 
green vegetation, produced a very rs ee a effect. We here sud- 
jenly came upon a native camp of four wurleye, Only one 
black fellow was at home, and the three leading men of our pro- 
cession came suddenly upon him as he was lying on und 
playing with his dog. He gave a succession of yells, and then 
ran off as if electrified. Here we crossed the first branch of 


Cooper's Creek, a wide shallow bed, full of green weeds and 


grass, and lined with box. From this we crossed about 3 miles 

of loose earthy plains devoid of vegetation, and camped on the 

north side of a large branch, near a shallow sheet of water. No 

feed on the plains, but grasa and green weeds in the channel. 
ve box-trees on the bank. Distance travelled, 24 miles. 

Sept. 9. Camp 26; lat. 27° 49’, long. 141° 38'.—While loading 
up this morning five black fellows made their appearance on the 
opposite side of the creek, and, as usual, commenced shouting and 
waving their arms. We cooed in return, and one waded across, 
but waited on the bank until I broke a branch and beckoned him 
to come up, ‘The others then followed him; they were all fine, 
well-built young men, with open, intelligent faces, and very dif- 
ferent from the natives usually met with. They wore nets wrapped 
round their waists, and one, apparently the head man, had his 
front teeth knocked out. aaae said ta could only understand 
“narrangy word” they said; but I believe that be could not 
understand them at all, as he was quite unable to make them 
mprehe co Serpe noel ee REE ES 


- eamels about the creek. Before we had finished heading, 


returned to the opposite hank, and sat down watching us On 


- our starting they waded across to our camp—probably to pick up 
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ing Ieft behind, which would be very little. To-day we 





anvet 
travelled over earthy plains for 13 miles; they were cracked in _ 
every direction, and covered with a network of channels, In 


times of flood the whole of them must be under water, and [ can 
a imagine anything more luxuriant than the appearance of 
these plains after a wet season, At present everything is dry and 
withered, but everywhere the stalks of marsh-mallows and other 
flowering plants are as high as a horse's back, and very close 
together, ‘Tufts of grass line each side, and cover the beds of the 
watercourses. Here and there clumps and lines of timber mark 
the course of the larger creeks, and sandiills rise like islands 
from the plains. ‘To the south of west, at about 9 miles, we had a 
range, probably stony, and following its base a strongly marked. 
line of timber, which I believe to be the main creek. No floods 
appear to have come down for two seasons, and water-holes which 
were tolerably well filled five months ago are now dry, or nearly 
so, At 13 miles crossed a branch, where Burke's marked. tree, 
LX, stands, and camped at a claypan under a sandhill, about a 
mile to the west. Strong breeze from the north-east and north 
all day, and steady rain at night. Near here I observed, for the 
first time, a new tree, with a rough scaly bark and thick foliage, 
the leaves small and oval, and set in pairs on a stem. ‘The tree 
grows to 15 or 20 feet, and bears numbers of flat brown pods, 
each containing from five to six hard light-brown beans, known by 
ua as the bean-tree, ; 
Sept. 10, Camp 27; lat. 27° 39’, long. 141° 30°—The rain 
ceased shortly before sunrise, and the travelling was in cousequence 
i Shortly after leaving camp, saw several natives on a sand- 








looking fellow, painted white, skeleton fashion, and carried 
a very long boomerang stuck in his girdle behind. I could make 
nothi tof bite; excepting that he gave me a small ball of what 
eemed to be chewed grass, as a token of friendship, and in return 
I gave him a piece of cold doughboy I had with me for lunch, 
whisch he seemed to relish much. We travelled till noon 
over a suceession of earthy plains, brokeh by numerous box- 
channels, one of which contained a large reach of water, but the 
feed everywhere was miserably dry and scarce. The- country 
looks wretched, After passing this channel seven natives made 
their appearance, one of whom Mr, Brahé recognised as one of 
the party who tried to surprise the depot last season. ‘They pre- 
sented him swith a small quantity of some dried plant, from a 
bundle which one of them carried ; it had a strong, pungent taste 
aud smell, and I am at a losa to conjecture its use, unless as a 





ican tha I went up to them with Mr, Welch, and after 
ee rsuaded one to come to me. He was 
a fine- 


* rit 
by witel 


‘but all deserted. During the day ct of cockatoo-parrots 
\ here 
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kind of tobacco. Our black boy was frightened, and told me he 
thought they meant to “look out, kill him ”—as I understood— 
y¥ witcheraft, or enchantment, or poison. They followed us at a 
distance to our cainp, where they sat down a little way off, 
making signs that they were hungry, and wanted tomahawks. 
After an hour's waiting they decamped. Killed two deaf adders 
and a snake of a sulphur colour on the track. Halted near a 
small pool of water, where there was a little reo feed, which has 
become a rarity; the country looks miserable ahead. Travelling 
very heavy on the horses, as the mud balls in great lumps. 
Stony ridges to the south of the creek, at about 4 miles, and a 
good deal of timber vizible on all sides. Weather still threatening 
rain; fles very troublesome. 

Sept. 11. Camp 28; lat. 27° 35’, long. 141° 19’—Our horses 
strayed for feed during the night, and made it late before we 
started. Travelled through a box-forest full of channels, when 
we came to a dry creek coming from the north-east, with a rocky 
bed. From here, for some distance, stony ground to the right 
hand, and deep channels running parallel to each other im a 
westerly direction, I observed ret paint considerably higher 
than our heads on horseback, and the water must be mach con- 





. fined by the stony rises on each side of the creek, We clearer 
A 


are probably 2 miles apart. Mint was growing on the 

the channels, and tea-tree of large size. We then came on a 
long reach of water about 60 yards wide; the country miserable ; 
not a vestige of feed to be seen anywhere, except the withered 
and blackened remains of plants on the plains, and occasional 


patehes of green couch-grass in the creek-bed. After this we 
traversed a box-forest, and came on a deep channel from the 
cigtrert where Mr. Burke's first depot was i The = 
was slightly better, owing to the sandy nature of the ground. 
About shel passed Spoleto of beackish water, and numerous 
pools of brine in the channels of the creck, but saw no feed any- 


where, Atlength found one place where patches of couch-grass, 
with green plants and tufts of coarse grass, were growing among 


the stones, and halted, as the clay-plains before us were perfectly 
bare. It is long since | have seen such a barren, miserable place 
this part of Cooper's Creek. Native camps were numerous 





passed us, migrating to the eastward. | 
creck is: wide, with a stony bed; the south bank is formed of 


| we are camped the 
limestone, and large quantities of opalised wood are lying about. 


Sept. 12. Camp 29; lat. 27° 35’, long. 141° 6’. —Travelled 
3 over clayey plains, with scattered timber and a good deal of 
_ ' 

eatin 
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withered herbage. A ragged range, apparently sandstone, with 
flat-topped hills and peaks to the north, running north-east and 
globin at about 9 miles’ distance. At 4 miles passed a wide 
deep reach of water, several miles in length, between steep hanks, . 
and probably brackish, from its colour. Numbers of pelicans, 
spoonbills, cormorants, and other waterfowl on it, On each side 
bare cracked plains, extending to the stony rises. At 3 miles 
— the ston nc A our right-hand closed in numerous 
deep enanneys creek, some of which were rocky, some 
y. tere as linahen were green grass and plants growing 
on the sand. Rather thickly timbered. At noon, came to where 
the creek forces a passage between rocky ridges; the channels are 
deep and tortuous, and in places encuml "with large blocks of 
stone, I here saw red gums for the first time on the creek. This 
continued for 4 miles, with narrow ridges of bard clay, covered 
with dense polygonum, separating the watercourses, when we came 
on more open sie ah with detached sandhills and better feed, 
though very dry. ge reaches of water; rocky banks of sand- 
stone in places; bars rat cross the creek. Camped near some 
sandhills, at a large waterhole. After camping, tried fishing, and 
ro siccess, only that I lost two hooks, which I can ill 
ght five silver perch, weighing from 14 Ib. to 3 Ibs., and several 
others were caught by the party by firelight. The fish excellent, 
and of a fine favour. Distance, 17 miles. 

oo 13. Camp 30; lat, 27° 38’, long. 141°—Made a short 
to-day, for the sake of feed for the horses, which is a thi 
sia ge Ae si from the dry nce of the country. Rea hed 

the dep Fort igre in wiles ation through country rather better 

anc meet is ust springi too 

seas ta) be of a use. T belies — be the wie 
many months. The water all down the creek, as far as we have 
come, has fallen at the rate of about 3 feet in the last four months, 
Found the depét as Mr. Brahé left it, the plant untouched, and 
nothing removed of the useless things lying about but a piece of 
leather, But from the very evident fact that things are burned, I 
cannot understand why the natives have not found them. From 
here, followed down the creek for several miles, and camped at 
some sandhills near a pool of water. Saw here the track of a 
‘re camel going up the creek. The sinall crested igeon, spoken 


of by Sturt, | 

Sept. 14. Camp 31; lat. 27° Az long. 140° 4. We had. a 
late start this morning, as three of the horses went away, and one 
ill: indeed.1 at gl first whether he would be able to travel. 
Followed the course of the creek down for about 9 miles, crossing 
several branches which go out south, and form a reach of water 
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before re-entering the main creek. Here the rocky ridges on 
both sides close in, and the water has forced a narrow deep channel 
through a perfect wall of rock, forming below the finest reach of 
water we have yet seen—about 500 pa wide and several miles 
long, and very “The rugged hills on the north side, and the 
fine gums on its banks, produce a fine effect. The rock through 
which the channel has been worn is of a hard, flinty nature, in- 
clined to be columnar, but forming huge masses of boulders. 
Deep round hollows have been worn im these by the floods, and at 
the water's edge, in one place where I tried the depth, the rock is 
perpendicular below the surface. Waterfowl, fich, and turtle are 
plentiful, The immediate neighbourhood, ant as far as one can 
ste on each side, is destitute of vegetation and very stony. We 
had some trouble in getting the horses and camels over the masses 
of rough stone which block up both sides of the creek. Leaving 
this, we struck across a large bend, over sandy country, with large 
red-sand hummocks, and better grassed than any we had yet seen 
on the creek, More rain must have fallen here, as pools of water 
were visible in many places, About 3 o'clock struck the creek 
again, with a wide sandy bed, heavily timbered with box and gum, 
and scrubby, This creek, [ think, bad been running slightly, from 
the watermarks, and a good deal of green grass was growing on 
the banks, Camped on a large waterhole, about a quarter of a 
mile below Mr. Burke's first camp after leaving the deptt, We 
could see where the camels had been tied up, but found no marked 
tree. ‘To-day I noticed in two or three places old camel-droppings 
acd tracks, where Mr. Brahé informed me he was certain their 
camels had never been, as they were watched every day near the 
depot, and tied wp at night Mr. Burke's camels were led on the 
way down, It looked very much as if stray camels had been 
about during the last four months. The tracks seemed to me to 
be going up the creek, but the ground was too stony to be able to 


Sept. 15. Camp 32; lat. 27°44’, long. 140° 40° —On leaving 
this morning I went ‘ahead with Sandy, to try and pick up Mr. 
Burke's track: At the lower end of a large waterhole found 
where one or two horses had been feeding for some months; the 
tracks ran in all direvtions to and from the water, and were a3 
recent as a week, At the same place I found the handle of a 
clasp-knife. From here struck out south for a short. distance 
from the creek, and found a distinct camel's track and droppings 
on a native path; the footprint was about four months old, and 
going east. I then set the black boy to follow the creek, and 
strick across some sandy country in a bend on the- north side. 
‘No tracks here; and, coming on a native path leading my way, I 
followed it as the most likely place to see any signs. In about 4 





i erage es eerie * r 
a. <i 1 ee nd 


from Victoria to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 449 


miles this led me to the lower end of a very large reach of water, 
and on the opposite side were numbers of native wurleys. I 
crossed at a neck of sand, and at a little distance again came on 
the track of a camel going up the creek ; at the same time I found 
a native, who began to gesticulate in a very excited manner, and 
to point down the creek, bawling out “ Gow, gow!” as loud as 
he could. When I went towards bina he ran away, and finding it 
impossible to get him to come to me, I turned back to follow the 
camel-track and to look after we gcd as I had not seen any- 
thing of them for some miles. The track was visible in sandy 
places, and was evidently the same I had seen for the last two 
days. I also found horse-tracks in places, but very old. Crossing 
the creek, I cut our track, and rode after the party. In doing so, 
Tcame upon 5 Ibs. of tobacco, which had lain where I saw it for 
some time. This, together with the knife-handle, the fresh horse- 
tracks, and the camel-track going eastward, puzzled me extremely, 
and led me into a hundred conjectures. At the lower end of the 
large reach of water before mentioned I met Sandy and Frank 
looking for me, with the intelligence that King, the only survivor 
of Mr. Burke's party, had been found, A little farther on I found 
the party halted, and immediately went across to the blacks’ 
wurleys, where I found King sitting in a hut which the natives 
had made for him. He presented a melancholy appearance— 
wasted to a shadow, and hardly to be distinguished as a civilised 
being but by the remnants of clothes upon him. He seemed ex- 
ceedingly weak, and I found it occasionally difficult to follow what 


looking with a most gratified and delighted expressior 
of where the party had RSW a high bank close to the 
water. I shall probably be here ten days, to recruit King before 


Sept. 16. Camp 32.—King already looks vastly improved, 
Ls a setrday, and not like the same man. rp com- 
menced shoeing horses preparing for our return. Wind from 
svuthevtesty with signs of rain. The natives seem to be getting 








. 18. Camp 32—Left camp this. moming with Messrs 


Beate, Weich, Wheeler, and King, to perform a melancholy duty 
which bas weighed upon my mind ever since we have camped 
here, and which I have only put off until King should be well 
enough to accompany us. We proceeded down the creek for 7 
miles, crossing a branch running to the southward, and followed a 
native track leading to that part of the creek where Mr. Burke, 
Mr. Wills, and King camped after their unsuccessful attempt. to 
reach Mount Hopeless and the northern settlements of South Aus- 
tralia, and where poor Wills died. We found the two gunyahs 
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wetty much as King bad described them, situated on a sandbank: 
‘etween two waterholes, and about a mile from the flat where 
they procured the nardoo-seed, on which they managed to exist 50: 
long. Poor Wills's remains we found lying in the wurley im 
which he died, and where King, after his return from secking for 
the natives, had buried him:with sand and rushes, We carefully 
collected the remains and interred them where they lay; and, not 
having a Prayer-book, I read chapter xv. of 1 Corinthians, that we: 
might at least feel a melancholy satisfaction in having shown the 
last. t to his remains. We heaped sand over the grave, 
and laid branches upon it, that the natives might understand by 
their own tokens not to disturb the last repose of a fellow-being. 
L cut the following inscription on a tree close by, to mark the 
spot :— . | é 
| W..d.. WILLS, 
ALY Yos. 
WNW, 
A. H. 










The. field-books, a note-book belonging to Mr.. Burke, various: 
ue in. themselves, but now 
invested with an interest from the circumstances connected with 
them, and. some of the nardoo-seed on which they had subsisted, 
with the small wooden trough in which it had been cleansed, I 
have now in my possession. We returned home with saddened 
feeling, but.1 must confess that I felt. a_sense of relief that this 
painful ordeal had been gone through. King was very tired whem 
we returned, and I must most unwillingly defer my visit to the’ 
spot where Mr, Burke's remains are lying until he is better able: 
to bear the ay ee 
Sept. 19.—Shoeing horses. A very slow and. troublesome job, 


as many have never been shod before, and our forge is of the 


most primitive description. This afternoon got the pigeons in: 
order of flying. Their tails being rubbed in by earelina 80° 
far in a cage, I got the tails from several crested pigeons, and 
inserted feathers in the stumps of our carriers, fastening the splices 
with waxed thread; the plan answered far better than 1 had ex- 


pected, and the birds can-now fly about the aviary we have made — _ 


of a tent with the greatest ense. | r 
_ Sept. 20.—Started the pene: at daybreak, each with a message 
fastened. to its lege throwing them up, they commenced: 






wheeling but separated, one being chased by one 
of the ine kites w ich are always hovering te oe 
After flying round in various. directions with great 


when we lost sight . ee a 


ican w 
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fourth, after making a large circle, pitched in a tree about a mile 
off After breakfast he was found. under a bush, with a kite 
watching him; and the feathers of one of the other pigeons were 
found not far off, it having been killed. Of the two others nothing 
has been seen, and I hope that they got clear away, but lam 
much afraid that the experiment has proved a failure ; however, I 
should have thought more of it if the pigeons had made a more * 
decided start. Last night the wind changed from north-east to 
south-west, and brought up a slight shower. This morning south- 
west, with heavy clouds, threatening rain. King improving 
slowly, but very weak. ‘Turned out the white pigeon again this 
afternoon ; he flew into a gum standing in the camp, and has 
taken up his quarters there—not a proper proceeding for a carrier- 
pigeon, eecalin to my ideas. 

Sept. 21.—Finding it would not be prudent for King to go out 
for two or three days, I could no longer defer making a search for 
the spot where Mr. Burke died ; and with such directions as King 
could give, I went up the creek this morning with Messra, Brahe 
Welsh, Wheeler, and Aitkin. We searched the creck upwards 
for 8 miles, and at length, strange to say, found the remains of 
Mr. Burke lying among the tall plants under a clump of box-trees, 
within 200 yards of our last camp, and not 30 paces from our 
track, It was still more extraordinary that three or four of the 
party and the two black boys had been close to the spot without 
noticing it. The bones were entire, with the iy tee of the 
hands and feet; and the body had been removed from the spot 
where it first lay, and where the natives had placed branches over 
it, to about 5 paces distance. I found the revolver which Mr. 
Burke held in his hand when he expired partly covered with leaves 
and earth, and corroded with rust. It was loaded and capped. 
We dug a grave close to the spot, and interred the remains 
wrapped in the union-jack—the most fitting covering im which the 
bones of a brave but unfortunate man could take their last rest. 
On a box-tree, at the head of the grave, the following inscription 
is cut: — 













spt. 22,—The pigeon still keeps its quarters at the camp, and. 

kaaastan ‘now and then, I have removed the message, 

and shall leave it to its fate. It has been trying hard to rain for 

two or three days, but does not seem able; great clouds drift over, 

looking ready to burst, but only squeeze out two or three drops 

and then pass over. I expect fully that it will es Aes without 
a 2 
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rain; another dry season will make Cooper's Creek look spin 
iniserable. When the hot weather comes on, the water-holes will 
matiy of them be dry, unless filled by rain or a flood. IT have 
written down King’s narrative as much as ible in his own 
words, Shall annex it to this diary. Fimishec shoeing the horses. 

- Sept. 23.—Went down the creek to-day, in search of the natives. 


: One of the party accompanied me, and we took two days’ rations, 


‘case it should be necessary to prolong our search. Two days 
after we camped here the natives left, and have not been seen 
since ; and I could not think of leaving without showing them that 
we could appreciate and reward the kindness they had shown to 
Burke’s party, and particularly to King. For 3 miles we travelled 
over alluvial flats along the creek, timbered with box and large 
gums, and dotted with bean-trees, orange-trees of large size, but at 
present without fruit, various kinds of acacias, and other bushes. 
To the right hand level flats and sand-ridges, apparently tolerably 
pg We then came on a large reach of water, where four or 
five natives had just been fishing; their nets were lying on the 
sand to dry, and the fire yet burning. Not seeing any one about, 
and getting no answer to a cooey, we went on. At 3 miles 
nore we passed the first feeder of Strzelecki’s Creek, going to the 
southward, and at a large reach of water below found the natives 
camped. They made a great commotion when we rode up, but 
seemed very friendly. 1 unpacked my blanket, and took out 
specimens of the things Lintended giving them—a tomahawk, a 
knife, beads, a looking-glass, comb, and flour and sugar. The 
tomahawk was the cae object of attraction ; after that the knife ; 
but I think that the ooking-glass surprised them most. On secing 
their faces some seemed dazzled, others opened their eyes like 
eaucers, and made a rattling noise with their tongues, expressive of 
surprise. We had tre a friendly palaver, and my watch amused 
them immensely. \ ‘hen I gave them some of the sugar to taste, 
it was absurd to see the sleight-of-hand with which they pretended 
to eat it; I suppose from a fear of being poisoned, which [ suppose 
is general, as our black boys are continually in dread lest the 
“wild black fellow” should poison them by some means. I made 
them understand-that they were to bring the whole tribe up next 
mormng to our camp to receive their presents, and we Bs the 

best of friends. ‘The names of the principal men are chukulow, 
Mungallee (three in number), ‘Toquunter, Pitchery (three in 
number, one a funny little man, with his head im a net, and a 









--kite’s feather in it—another a tall man, with his beard tied im & 


point), Pruriekow, and Borokow. | 

_. Sept. vs morning, about ten o'olock, our — friends 
appeared in a long procession, men, women, and children, or, #8 
the ‘here also call them, piccaninnies ; and at a mile distance they 
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commenced bawling at the top of their voices as usual. When 
collected all together on a little flat, just below our camp, they must 
have numbered between 30 and 40, and the uproar was dealening. 
With the aid of King, | at last got them all seated before me, and 
distributed the presents—tomahawks, knives, necklaces, looking- 
glasses, combs, among them. I think no people were ever 80 
py before, and it was very interesting to see how they pointed - 
out one or another who =p Su might be overlooked, The 
piccaninnies were brought forward by their parents, to have red 
ribbon tied round their dirty little heads. One old woman, Carra- 
waw, who had been particularly kind to King, was loaded with 
things. I then divided 50 lbs, of sug between them, each one 
taking his share in a union-jack po et-handkerchief, which they 
were very proud of. The sugar soon found its way into their 
mouths; the flour—50 lbs. of which I gave eat at once 
called “ white fellow nardoo,” and they explained that they under- 
stood that these things were given to them for having fed King. 
Some old clothes were then put on some of the men and women, 
and the affair ended in several of our party and several of the 
black fellows having an impromptu “ corroboree,” to the intense 
delight of the natives, and, I must say, very much to our own 
amusement. They left, making signs expressive of frendship, 
carrying their presents with them. The men all wore a net girdle; 
and of the women, some wore one of leaves, others of feathers. I 
feel confident that we have left the best impression behind us; 
that the “ white fellows,” as they have already learned to call us, 
will be looked on henceforth as friends; and that, in case of emer- 
gency, an one will receive the kindest treatment at their handa. 
“nt. 25, at Camp $1.—This morning | turned iny face baie: 
wards. The object of our mission being fulfilled, I had to do so, 
but I return with a great regret at not being able to go on. We 
inke back five months’ rations from this date, at the scale we have 
been using, and which has proved sufficient, ‘Lhe party are in the 
best of health, the horses in fine order, and the camels none the 
worse for their journey, and decidedly in better health than when 
they left the Darling, On the edge of a country so well worth 
exploring, in a tolerably goo season, and with the means I now 
have at my disposal, I feel how much might be done. We camped 
to-day at our last camp but one coming down the creek, makin 
an easy og ah King. Got-in by noon, as the horses were ver 
fresh after their spell. ‘The camels gave us a good deal of troub 
this afternoon, and from a cause which may, and probably will, 
constantly occur, One of the male camels had taken to driving 
the females about, and fighting with the other male, Sama, who up 
to this time had been master. To-day the other camel was furious, 
and, in spite of being short-hobbled, and having his head tied 
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down to his knee, chased the whole of the camels from the camp, 
ten minutes after they were let loose ; and although Brahé went 
imniediately after them, and was for three hours on their tracks, he 
“was unable to overtake them. Coming back for a horse, he took 
Sandy with him, and cut across to where he had left the tracks, 
running north, over some very rough stony country. It was dark 
~ before they returned, having found the camels some miles away. 
From this and similar occurrences I find it very unwise to take 
male and female camels on a journey together, One is never eafe 
fora day from their straying, and from continual fights between the 
male camels for mastery. The result is, that the camels are con- 
tinually harassed, and watch each other instead of feeding. With 
either all male or all female camels there would be less, or carsnly 
not more trouble, than with horses; and with this drawback, 
firmly believe in the suitability of camels for exploring. 
Sept. 26.—Made 10 miles, and camped where the creek forces a 
passage through the rocks. | 
Sept. 27.—Obliged to stay where we are, as one of the mares 
ao during the night. Knocked the foal on the head. Blowing 
] wind ri 


Sent. 28.—Camped at the fish-pond, having made only 15 miles. 
eget tired ; — ride ey as he thought, and had 
to give him a horse, to try if it would be easier for him, Dug up 
the things planted by Mr. Burke and Mr. Wills, and found the 
field-books and papers all safe. All hands fishing this evening, 
and a oo: sib of fish caught, varying from a quarter of ja 
it to three pounds and a quarter. Blowing a strong hot wind 

om north and north-east ; will dry up the surface-water very fast. 

Sept. 29.—The doctor does not consider that King should travel 
to-day, so shall remain here. ‘Could not have a much better place 
on the creek—plenty of feed and abundance of fish, A doze 
eaught this morning, weighed nearly 20lbs. Two of the party 
caught 72 lbs, weight from three o'clock to sundown. They are 
most excellent eating. I do not know any fish of as fine a flavour, 
Strong gale from north and north-east, and very hot, If this goes 
on without rain, we shall have some pushing to do before reaching 

ee cand, without rain has fallen, 1 do not thiak: we can 
‘depend with certainty 6n any water from Poria to Nandtherunga 
‘Creek—about 180 miles, 
ere 0 ail Found a small pool at the mouth of a gully, 
bat all the other water in the creek was as salt as brine. Hot 

October 1.—Halted above our 27th camp, at a number of water- 
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holes, where there was pretty good feed. Passed our black friends 
on the road, who invited us to stop and eat fish and nardoo, and 
have a corroboree. Strong hot wind from north-west round to 
north-east—the fifth day now; and it seems to have blown away 
every sign of clouds. The sky looks hard and blue, with a grey 
haze on the horizon, and the vegetation is withering fast. Where 


we camped happened to be not more than a couple of hundred - 


yards from a large native camp, situated in a branch channel, and 
completely hidden hy dense timber and scrub, When we arrived, all 
the men excepting old fellows were away, and only the labras 
and piccaninnies were at home,,m a terrible fright at so many 
white fellows squatting down close to them. They began to pack 
up their things-for a flight; but an amicable understanding being 
brought about, and some of the men returning, we were soon the 
best of friends. I distributed the few remaining presents, and they 
gave in return some chewed pitchery and nardoo-balls, One old 
reybeard had been as far as Wanominta Creek, and could repeat 
the names of the various waters between here and that place, via 
Balloo; but I found him impenetrable on any other road, Ther 
were about twenty men, all well made and well fed; and several 
were old patriarchs, and some of them apparently old rascals too, 
They were far more inclined to be troublesome and importunate 
than our friends lower down, particularly one tall young fellow, 
rubbed all over with red earth, who pestered me for a tomahawk. 
One of them had had his arm broken re the wrist, and roughly 
bandaged up with rags and grass-cord ; the doctor set it properly, 
and it  smoanikaile: to see the perfect composure with which the 
‘black fellow bore the operation. In assisting, | had to use my 
clasp-knife to cut bark-splints, and, laying it down beside me, it of 
course vanished, and I saw no more of it; but, strange to say, in 
the same place shortly afterwards one of the knives was found which 
I had given the black fellows, which, I suppose, they had exchanged 
for mine, on the principle of the old saying, that “exchange is no 
robbery.” After.a while the natives began to draw in too close to 
‘our camp, talking a good deal about our “ portos,” or bundles, so 
that we had to draw a line asa boundary—a hint they took at onge, 
and all squatted down beyond it. At dusk I fired off two rockets, 
to their unbounded surpmse; but they were not so alarmed as [ 
expected, probably from feeling that we were kindly disposed 
towards them. I believe that the sight of us smoking, and seeing 
the smoke coming out of our mouths, alarmed them much more, as 
some made signs to put the pipe away, and others got up and 
walked off, looking behind them. At dark they retired to their 
camp. 
Oct 2.—This morning the natives came up and commenced a 
brisk trade in nets, graséstring girdles, boomerangs, and other 
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‘things, for old clothes, raga, and such like valuable property. Vor 
part of an old blanket I obtained two boomerangs; a large statf 
used in digging roots; one of the long-pointed sticks used in 
fishing ; a stone tomahawk, cemented into a box-wood handle ; and 
the head of a larger one, about the size and shape of an American 
axe, which the proprietor, a tall old warrior, with one very sinister 
eye, scraped up from the sand by his hut, The smaller tomahawk 
he sia ae twice between his camp and ours, and pretended he had 
never had it, until I made him understand that I was not going to 
be done, when he burst out laughing, and sent his lubra back for 
it. The whole mob sat down by our camp, and observed us 

eking up with great interest, but were terribly frightened at the 

more so than at the camels. They accompanied us for 
halfa mile on our road, and then waited fooling after us for a 
while. Camped at some sandhills near our 26th camp; the only 
water near being a pool of liquid mud, from which we obtained a 
small supply of water by draining the surface. In going up, this 
was a fine channel, Day rather hot, but the wind from the south, 
and a great improvement on the last five of hot winds. 

Oct. 3.—This morning the clouds began to bank up from the 
south, drawing northward, with every sign of a thunder-storm. 
During the time we were travelling, before reaching our camp, the 
clouds continued to her in masses, threatening rain, but dis- 
persed as they passed over towards an arch of blue sky to the 
north The country much greener since we came down, owing to 
the two nights’ rain we had. Camped at the remains of what was 
a large sheet of water in one of the branches of the creek. It has 
now @ very unpleasant taste of soda, and produces thirst, rather 
than — e3 it. Sent Phillips away after dinner on one of the 

re horses, to run our track as far as possible before night among 
the sandhills, to see if there was any water in the polygonum-flats. 
The clouds still gathering, and thunder and heavy rain to the north- 
west and south-east. We lit a fire at dark on the edge of the 
— but had great difficulty in keeping it up, as the natives had 

urned all the dead wood near the water; by means of this, and 
rockets fired occasionally, Phillips returned about nine o'clock, 
having been 10 miles qn the track. He reported the water to be 
almost dried up, and had only seen two small pools of mud. ‘The 
might very ek with thunder and lightning, but no rain. — 

Oct. 4.—Started late this morning, as I wished all the horses to 
drink well before leaving the creek ; and also as I had to send the 
camels 2 miles to fill the water-baga, this pool being scarcely drink- 
able, I went on ahead of the party to search for ext fer did 
‘not leave the track for the 10 miles Phillips had been over. The 


sa sare looking splendid, the two nights’ rain having covered 
them with grass wand rerbage ; and ne earth 9 hats betnredi ee 
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the ridges show some signs of vegetation. About three. o'clock T° 
came on four native children sleeping under the shade of a box- 
tree, and covered with nets. One waking suddenly, started up in 
a terrible fright at such an unusual sight, and ran off screami 
into the polygonum, where I saw its mother peeping at me thro 
a bush. When I called out to her to come, she did so, but a, at 
: ott se Gio distance. J asked her for water, and, to reassure ~ 
rouol be an old handkerchief. She got her children ¢ gathered 
a gh ute Pecan ake eens. ab haere ig all of them 
creaming loudly; and, having pointed out a little pool of mud, 
f toa sandhill, eshte she commenced bawling to some of 
the natives, who seemed to be about half-a-mile off. I went off to 
hunt over the flat for water, and shortly heard shouts of “Gew, 
gew,” behind me, from three natives, who came ronning up in an 
excited state, each with a boomerang ora waddy. We soon, how- 
ever, came to a friendly understanding by means of the few words 
I knew; and the promise of a knife decided them to show me the 
water. One of them, a jolly-looking young fellow, minus his front 
teeth, took the lead: the other two, both of them dressed im red 
paint and a head-net, keeping a little on one side. We kept up a 
sort of conversation, and in half an hour came to their camp, a 
large hut on a sandhill, with a small pool of water near, among 
the clay-pans. 1 was very much amused at the ceremonious way 
in which = guide led the way, pointing out the best road, and 
very earnestly making me notice the bushes in my way, as if I were 
anger of falling over them. = ral ae me as usual a ball of 
wed pitchery, and seemed v surprised that —— I 
bes y horses cared about drinking, I found it qui eee cn 
water-hole was My 












e them understand that the 
ide, apes received his knife, was how very anxious to have my 
eu which, of 1 objected to; and, as I could learn nothing 


more, I gave them a ew matches, and rode on my way. My four 
black friends, however, either out of politeness, or in the hopes of 
getting my shirt, followed me, and kept so close behind the tail of 
my horse, each with a waddy in his hand, that I thought it best to 
send them back to their camp, Whither they went, after some jab- 
core: among themselves. About 3 miles farther on I found eight 
aiiials of water in a polygonum-flat, on sufficient 
Valin agains sot-vuskeoe Soba, tape Camped here, 
when the party came up, in splendid feed. 
Oct, 5—Camped to-day at the tank, which, with the channel 
it, i¢ brimful of water. The country looks beautiful, the sand- 
hills are covered se — a bushes in full coh ieee swarm 
with birds of all kinds. It has every appearance ng spring 
here. Passed several fine channels of water by the track, Natives 
in various places scattered through these sandhills, It is very 





458 Burke's Exploring FE 


difficult to estimate the number of the blacks here, but T believe 
they cannot be far short of 400, belonging to Cooper's Creek. 

Oct. 6, Stokes’ Ranges, Surprise Creek.—Left the tank this 
morning, carrying as much water as possible on the camels, and 
two horseloads, sufficient for ourselves for four days, and one drink 
for the horses; calculating on making Koliatti or Poria Creek in 


~ four days. If I find water on the track, I intend Striking for 


towards Koliatti and Poria, Camped on a small 


Wilkie’s Creek. The sandhills covered with grass and flowers, 
and even the bare clayed plains and the miserable stony country 
between them and the ranges had struggled into: something 
resembling vegetation. The ranges, where we entered them, by 
Brahé’'s Gap, are not so high as where we crossed them more to 
the westward, but ran in low ridges along wide stony valleys, 
formed by the numerous gorges we found so diffieult to cross, 
Mulga and acacia scrub everywhere, but not much feed ; only salt- 
bush and very short herbage grown since the rains. We were 
agreeably surprised by a fine water-hole in the first creek we came 
to, which proved to be the lowest of several of nearly the same size 
higher up the creek. I believe it to be about 10 yards wide and 
80 long, and some 3 or 4 feet deep. Distance 15 miles. 

Oct, 7, Stokes’ Ranges, Keppel Creek; lat. 28° 17, long. 
142° 30'".— We were late in leaving camp this morning, a5 nineteen 
af the horses had followed the track back for several miles, ‘The 
country travelled through for 15 miles was much of the same cha- 
racter—wide stony flats surrounded by low ridges, and intersected 
by gum-creeks coming from the gorges in a northerly direction. 
We passed through a succession of gaps, in each of which we found 
acreek with pools of clear rain-water; and, from the very loose 
gravelly nature of the ground, I am inelined to believe that these 
creeks are still running slowly underground since the rain. At 15 
miles came on the south slopes of the range, with a wide view 

TCoOUTSse Hear 
its junction with Keppel Creek. Two tolerable pools of water. 
Another make-believe thunderstorm to-night, with violent gusts of 
wind, but no rain, excepting at two places to the north-west, where 
een be raining, about a mile wide, Everything looks 

ing-like here. ; | | | | | 
v On. 8, Junction Camp, No. 21.—Crossed Keppel Creek, and 





crossed over stony slopes for 6 miles, when we crossed the creek: on 


to barren sandy plans. At 3 miles entered the sandhills, and 
found the country terribly burned up, and no signs of water. Ramm 


cannot have fallen here for some time. Made our old camp in 
22 miles from Keppel sreek, and found water still im the small 


‘a 


but the feed very dry and scanty, — = 


Went to the westward of the track, and found that at a short 
en = ns . 
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distance the sandhills terminated in the gum-forest and _poly- 
gonum-swamps before mentioned. From a high sandhill I could 
see across these for many miles towards the range, in a westerly 
direction; and'I helieve that they also extend to or across Wilkie 
Creek to the south, 1 found no water, but 1 am convinced that 
there are other channels similar to the one we camped on last 
night, which will contain water for months after ram. At Wilkie - 
Creek I again left the track, and followed the creek upwards, 
crossing several deep channels running in and out from it, and full 
of water, Ata short distance | came onal sheet of water, 
certainly more than a mile long, and about 80 feet wide, and, with 
the couch-grasa growing on its banks and ae box-timber, 
having a striking resemblance to some of the smaller branches of 
Cooper's Creek. It is a far finer watercourse than I at first sup- 
posed. Made Poria Creek about two o'clock. The country very 
dry and parched ; we seem, in one day's journey, to have travelled 
from spring to spring. 





Wirts's Diary from Cooper's Creek to Carpentaria, 

Fieldbook No. 1.—Cooper's Creek to Carpentaria. 

(‘The omissions in the diary are supplied by the information contained in the 
maps, with the exception of the last two days on the shore of the Gulf, | 

Sunday, December 16, 1860,—T he two horses having been shod, 
and our reports finished, we started at 6-40 a.m. for Eyre’s Creek ; 
the party consisting of Mr. Burke, my If, King, and Charley, 
having with us six camels, one horse, fe ers months’ provisions. 
We followed down the creck to the point where the sandstone 
Ta cross the creek, and were qrcumpenied. to tort posed 
Piahé, who would. return to, take chexge of the dept Down to 
this point the banks of the creek are very rugged and stony, but 
there is a tolerable supply of grass and salt-bush in the vicinity. 
A large tribe of blacks came pestering us to go to their camp and 
have a dance, which we declined, ‘hey were very troublesome, 
and nothing but the threat to shoot them will keep them away ; 
they are, however, easily fnghtened, and, kes, fine-looking 
men, decidedly not of a warlike disposition. They show the 
greatest inelinaion to is whatever es can, but will run no 
UNneCeSsary § In & dome. The y & Ty An Weapons, TL 
except a shield and a large Pralcf bonuereny, aise I believe they 
use for killing rats, &c. ; sometimes, but very seldom, they have a 
pad ber reed-spears secm to be quite unknown to them. They 
are u wary ha finer and. better looking race of men than the 
blacks on tke Murray and Darling, and more peaceful ; but im other 
respects I believe they did not compare favourably with them, for, 
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from the little we have seen of them, they appear to be mean- 
spirited and contemptible in every on oo ye 
Monday, Dee. 17.—We contanue to follow down the creek. 
Found its course very crooked, and the channel frequently dry for 
a considerable distance, and then forming magnificent water-holes, 
abounding in waterfowl of all kinds. ‘The country on each side is 
- more open than on the upper part of the creek. The soil on the 
plaing is of a light earthy nature, supporting abundance of salt-bush 
and grass. Most of the plains are lightly timbered, and the 
las is finer, and not cracked up, like at the head of -the creek. 
ft Camp No. G7 at ten minutes to six A.M., having breakfasted 
before leaving, We followed the creek along from point to point, 
at first in a direction W.N.W. for about 12 miles, then about north- 
west. At about noon we passed the last water, a short distance 
beyond which the creck runs out on a polygonum (Polygonum 
Cunninghami) flat; but the timber was so large and dense, that it 
Gate us into the belief that there re a continuation of . 
channel ; on crossing the polygonum-grour to where we expectec 
to find the creek, we eeecs avers p pet mistake. Not thnk 
it advisable to chance the existence of water a-head, we campet 
at the end of a but shallow sheet of water in the sandy 
bed of the ercek. he hole was about 150 links broad, In 
most places the temperature of the water was almost incredibly 
high, which induced me to try ‘t in several places. The mean 
of two on the shady side of the creek gave 97-4", As may 
be imagined, this water tasted disagreeably warm, but we soon 
cooled some in water-bags, and, thinking that it would be interest- 
ing to know what we might call cool, I placed the thermometer 
in a pannikin containing some that appeared delightfully cool 
—almost cold, in fact. Its temperature was, to our astonish- 
ment, 78°. At half-past six, when a strong wind was blowing 
from south, and the temperature of the air had fallen to 80°, the 
lowest temperature of water in the hose, that had been exposed to 
the full effect of evaporation for several hours, was 72°. This 
water for drinking appeared positively cold, too low a temperature 
to be pleasant under the cireumstances. A remarkable southerly 
a came on between five and six P.M., with every appearance 
of rain. ‘The sky, however, soon cleared, but the wind continued 
\ to blow in a squally and irregular manner, from the same quarter 
} at evening. | 
Wednesday, Dec. 19.—Started at a quarter past eight A.M., 
q leaving what seemed to be the end of Cooper's Creek. We took 
‘a course a little to north of west, intending to try and obtain 
water in some of the creeks that Sturt mentioned ‘that he had 
-erossed, and at the same time to see whether they were connected 
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with Cooper's Creek, as appeared most probable from the direction 
in which we found the latter running, and from the manner in 
which it had been breaking up into small channels flowing actoss 
the plains in a north and N.N.w. direction, We left on our right 
the dooded flats on which this branch of the creek runs out, and 
soon came to a series of sand-ridges, the direction of which was 
between north 4-west and x.x.w. The country is well grassed, 
and supports plenty of salt-bush. Many of the valleys are lable to 
be inundated he overflow of the main creck. They have 
watercourses and polygonum-flats, bordered with box-trees, but we 
met with no holes fit to hold a supply of water. At about 10 
miles we crossed a large earthy flat, lightly timbered with box and 
gum. The ground was very bad for travelling on, being much 
cracked up, and intersected by innumerable channels, which con- 
eres carried off the water of alarge creek, Some of the valleys 
beyond this were very pretty ; the ground being sound and covered 
with fresh plants, which made them look beautifully green. At 
15 miles we halted, where two large plains joined. attention 
had been attracted by some red-breasted cockatoos, pigeons, a 
crow, and several other birds, whose presence made us feel sure 
that there was water not far off ; but our hopes were soon destroyed 
by finding a claypan just drying up. It contained just sufficient 
liquid to make the clay boggy. At ten minutes to seven P.M, we 
moved on, steering straaght for Eyre’s Creek, north-west by north, 
intending to make a good night's Journey, and avoid the heat of 
the day; but at a mile and a half we came to a creck, which 
looked so well that we followed. it for a short distance, and, finding 
two or three water-holes of good milky water, we camped for the 
night. This enabled me to secure an observation of the eclipse of 
Jupiter's Ist satellite, as well as some latitude observations. The 
night was so calm that I used the water as a horizon, but I find 
it much more satisfactory to take the m , for several reasons, 
Thursday, Dee. 21 (20).—We did not leave this camp until 
half-past eight, coh delayed to refill the water-bags with the 
milky water, which all of us found to be a great treat again. It 
is certainly more pleasant to drink than the clear water, and at the 
same time more satisfying. Our course from here, north-west by 
north, took us thr some pretty country, lightly timbered and 
well grassed. We could see the line of ereek-timber winding 
ai ei: valley on our left. Ata distance of 5 miles there was 
a bush-fire on its banks, and beyond it the creek made a con- 
siderable bend to the south-west. At 2 miles farther we came in 
sight of a large lagoon bearing north by west, and at 3 miles more 
we camped ‘on what would seem the same creck as last night, near 
where it enters the lagoon. The latter is of great extent, and 
contains a large quantity of water, which swarms with wild fowl of 










. stopped. ey brought us presents of fh 


taste from my mouth. Af 5 or § miles from w 


462 Burke's Exploring Expedition 


every description. It is. very shallow, but is surrounded. by the 
most args woodland sae _ and everything in the vieity 
looks fresh and green. ‘The creel near its junction with the lagoon 
contains some good water-holes, 5 to 6 fectdeep. They are found 
in a sandy alluvium, which is very boggy when wet. There was & 
camp of not less than forty or fifty blacks near where we 
c ish, for which we gave 
them some beads and matches. These fish we found to be a most 
valuable addition to our rations. They were of the same kind as 
we had found elsewhere, but finer, being 9 to 10 inches long, and 
9 to Binches deep, and in such good condition that they might 
have been fried in their own fat. It is a remarkable fact, that 
these were the first blacks who have offered us any fish since we 
reached Cooper's Creck. 
Friday, Dec. 21.—Wee left Camp 70 at half-past five a.M., and 
tried to induce one or two of the blacks to go with us, but it was 
of no use, Keeping our former course we were pulled up at 3 


miles by a fine re Be and then by the creek that flows into it: 


the latter being full of water, we were obliged to trace it a mile up 
before we cross. I observed on its banks two wild plants of 
the gourd or melon tribe ; one much resembling a stunted cucumber, 


the other, both in leaf and appearance of fruit, was very similar to 
a small model of a water-melon (probably Muchia micrantha). 
"Phe latter plant [ also found at Camp 66. On tasting the pulp of 
the newly-found fruit, which was about the size of a large pea, I 
found it to be so acrid that it was with heros Bete I removed the 

Shere we crossed the 
creek we d another large lagoon, leaving it 2 miles on our 


left, and ly afterwards we saw one nearly as far on our right. 


This last we should have availed ourselves of, but that we expecte 


to find water in a creek which we could see, by the timber linmg 


its banks, flowed from the lagoon on our leit, and crossed our 
course a few miles a-bead. We reached it at a distance of 4 or 5 
miles farther, and found a splendid water-hole, at which we 
camped. ‘The creek at this point flows in a northerly direction, 
The ground 1s, however, sound and well clothed w as8 an 

salsolaceous plants. Up to this point the country through which 
we have passed has been of the finest description for pastoral 
purposes. The prase and salt-bush are everywhere abundant, and 










water is plentifu , With every appearance of permanence. We met 
with porcupine-grass ( Triodia ii a Br.) and only two sand- 
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Cooper's Creek Jo Carpentaria,—Fieldbook No. 2; lat. 27° to 
25)" a Chain 72 to 7a ; 

Saturday, Dec. 22.—At five minutes to five aot. we left one of 
the most delightful camps we have had in the journey, and pro- 
ceeded on the same course as before, north-west by north, across 
some high midges of loose sand, many of which were partially . 
clothed with porcupme-grass. We found the ground much, worse 
to travel over than any we have yet met with, as the ridges 
were exceedingly abrupt and steep on their eastern side, and 
although sloping gradually towards the west, were so haneycombed 
in some places. by the burrows of rats, that the camels. were con- 
tinually in danger of falling. At a distance of about 6 miles we 
descended from these ridges to undulating country of open box- 
forest, where everything was A og and fresh, There is an 
almndance of grass and salt-bushes, and lots of birds of all de- 
scriptions, Several flocks of pigeons passed over our. heads, 
making for a point a little to our right, where there is no doubt 
plenty of water, but we did not go off our course to look for it. 

yond the box-forest, which kept away to the right, we again: 
entered the sand-ridges, and at a distance of 6 miles passed a i 
to a dry salt-lagoon, the ridges in the vicinity of which are less. 
regular in their form and direction, and contain nodules of 
limestone. The ground in the flats and claypans near has that 
encrusted surface which cracks under the pressure of the foot, and 
is & sure indication of the presence of saline deposits. Ata distance 
af 8 miles from the lagoon we camped atethe foot of a prope 2 
jutting out.on the stony desert. I was rather disappointed, b 
not altogether surprized, to find the latter nothing more nor leas 
than the stony rises that we had before met with, only on a larger 
crows. came to feed on the plain. They came from an E.R. 
direction, no doubt from.a portion of the creek that flows through 
the forest which we left on our right. In the morning, as we were 
loading, a duck passed over, but it was too dark to ace which way 
it weut. 

_ Sanday, Dec. 25.—At five AM. we struck out across the desert 
in a W.N.W. direction, At 4 miles and a half we crossed a sand- 
ridge, and then returned to our §.w. by N. course, We found 
the ground not nearlyso bad for travelling on as that between 
Bulloo and Cooper's Creek—in fact, I do not know whether it. 
arose from our exaggerated anticipation of horrors or not, but we 
thought it far from bad travelling ground; and as to pasture, it is 
only the actually stony ground that is bare, and many a sheep- 
run is worse grazing than that. At 15 miles we crossed another 
sand-ridge, for several miles around which there is plenty of grass 








464 Burke's Exploring Expedition 


and fine salt-bush. After crossing this ridge we descended to an 
earthy plain where rpc Bee: was rather heary, being in some 
places like oe of slaked lime and intersected by small water- 
courses, Flocks of pigeons rose from vis the salt-bushes and 
polygonan but all the creeks were dry, although marked by lines 
of box-timber, Several gunyahs of the blacks were situated near 
_ a water-hole that had apparently contained water very lately, and 
heaps of grass were lying about the ‘plains, from which they na 
beaten the seeds. We pushed on, ho ing to find the creeks 
assuming an improved appearance, but they did not, and at one 
o'clock we halted, intending to travel through part of the night; 
about sunset three flocks of pigeons passed over us, all going in 
the same direction, due north by compass, and passing over a ridge 
of sand in that direction. Not to have taken notice of such an 
occurrence would have been little short of a sin, s0 we determined 
to go 8 or 10 miles in that direction. Starting at seven o clock 
pM., we, at 6 miles, crossed the ridge over which the birds had 
flown, and came on a flat, subject to inundation; the ground was 
at first hard and even, like the bottom of a claypan, but at a mile 
or so we came on cracked earthy ground, intersected by number- 
less small channels running in_ all directions. At 9 miles we 
reached the bed of a creek running from east to west ; it was only 
bordered by polygonum-bushes; but as there was no timber visible 
on the plains, we thought it safer to halt until daylight, for fear we 
should miss the water. At daylight, when we had saddled, a small 
uantity of timber could be seen, at the point of a sand-ridge, 

shout i} to 2 miles to the west of us, and on going there we found 
a fine creek, with a splendid sheet of water, more than a mile long 
and averaging nearly three chains broad ; it is, however, only 2 or 
8 feet deep in most parts. | 

Monday, Dec. 24.—We took a day of rest on Gray's Creek to 
celebrate Christmas. This was doubly pleasant, as we had never 
in our most sanguine moments anticipated finding such a de- 
lichtful oasis in the desert. Our camp was really an - ble 

~e. for we had all the advantages of food and water attending a 
Soar on a large creck or river, and were at the same time free 

mm the annoyance of the numberless ants, flies, and mosquitoes 
that are invariably met'with amongst timber or heavy scrub. 

Tuesday, Dec. 25.—We left Gray's Creek at half-past four A.™., 
and proceeded to cross the earthy rotten plains in the direction of 
Eyre’s_ Creek. At a distance of about 9 miles we reached some 
lines of trees and bushes, which were visible from the top of the 
sand-ridge at Gray's Creek.' We found them growing on the 
banks o! several small creeks, which trend to the northeand N.N.W. 
Ata mile and a half farther we crossed a small creek, N.N.B- and 
joining the ones above-mentioned. ‘This creek contained abundance 
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of water, in small detached holes, from 50 to 100 links lotig, well 
shaded by steep binks and overhanging bushes. ‘The water had a 
suspiciously transparent colour and a slizht trace of brackishrtess, 


but the latter was scarcely perceptible. Near where the creek’ 


joined them 1s a sandhill and a dense mass of fine timber. The 
smoke of a fire indicated the presence of blacks, who soon made 
their appearance, and followed us for some distance, beckoning us 
away to the north-east. We, however, continued our course to the 
north-west by north; but, ata distance of a mile and a half, found 
that the creeks did not come round as we expected, and that the 
fall of the water was in a direction nearly opposite to our course, 
or about west to east. We struck off morth 4-west for a high 
sand-ridge, from which we anticipated seeing whether it were worth 
while for us to follow the course of the creeks we had crossed. 
We were surprised to find all the watercourses on the plains 
trending rather to the south of east ; and at a distance of 3 miles, 
after changing our course, and when we approached the sandhills 
towards which we had been steering, we were agreeably pulled up 
by a magnificent creek, coming from the §.8.wW. and running in 
the direction of the fire we had seen. We had now no choice but 
to change our course again, for we could not have crossed even if 
we had desired todo so. On following wp the south bank of the 
creek, we found it soon keeping a more northerly course than it 
had where we first struck it. ‘This fact, together with its magni- 
tude and general appearance, lessened the probability of its bemg 
Eyre’s Creek, as seemed at firet very likely from their relative 
positions and directions. The day being very hot, and the camels 
tired from travelling over the earthy plains, which, by-the-by, are 
not nearly so bad as those at the head of Cooper's Creek, we 
camped at one o'clock P.m., having traced the creek wp about 5 
miles, not er the bends. For the whole of this distance we 
found not a break or interruption of water, which appears to be 
very deep: the banks are from 20 to 50 feet above the water, and 
very steep ; 7 are clothed near the water's edge with mint and 
other weeds, and on the top of each side there is a belt of box-trees 
and various shrubs. The lower part of the creek is bounded 
towards the north by a high red sand-ridge, and on the south side 
is an extensive plain, intersected by numerous watercourses, which 
drain off the water in flood time. The greater portion of the 
plain is at present very bare, but the stalks of dry grass show that 
after rain or floods there will ce crop én the harder and 
well-drained portion; I believe the loose earthy ean supports 
po vegetation at any time. ‘The inclination of the ground from 
the edge of the creek-bank towards the plain is in many places 
very considerable. This 1 should take to indicate that the flooding 
is or has been at one time both frequent and regular. 
VOL, XXXII, 2H 
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Wednesday, Dec. 26.—We started at 5 a.m, following up the 
ereek from point to point of the bends; its geileral course was at 
first’north by west, but at about 6 miles the sand-ridge on the west 
closed in on it, and at this point it takes a turn to the N.N.E, for 
half-a-mile, and then comes around suddenly north-west. Up to 
this point it had been rather improving in appearance than oth 
_ wise, but in the bend to the north-west the channel is very broad: 
its bed, being limestone-rock and indurated clay, is, for a space of 
5 or 6 chains, quite dry; then commences another water-hole, the 
creek keeping a little more towards north. We crossed the creek 
here and struck across the plain on a due north course, for we 
could see the line of timber coming up to the sand-ridges in that 
direction. For a distance of 7 or 8 miles we did not touch the 
creek, and the eastern sand-ridge receded to a distance in some 
places of nearly 3 miles from our line, leaving an immense extent 
of grassy plain between it and the creek, The distinctly-marked 
feature on the lower part of this creek is, that whenever the main 
creek is on one side of a plain, there is always a fine billibong on 
the opposite side, each of them almost invariably sticking close to 
the respective sand-ridges. Before coming to the next bend of the 
creek, a view from the top of a seanticl owed me that the creek 
receives a large tributary from the north-west, at about 2 miles 
above where we had crossed it. A fine line of timber running up 
to the north-west joined an extensive tract of box-forest, anc the 
branch we were following was lost to view in a similar forest 
towards the north. The sand-ridge was so abrupt when we came 
tu the creek, that it was necessary to descend into its bed through 
of the small ravines adjoining it. We found it partially run 
out ; the bed being sand, and strewed with nodules of lime, some of 
which were 1} to 2 feet long. They had apparently been formed 
in the sand-downs by infiltration. 








oper's Creek to Carpentaria.—Fieldbook No. 3; lat. 8. 25)” 

to 283°, Station 75 to 85. ! 
dena! December 30.—Finding that the ereek was trending 
considerably towards the east, without much likelihood of altering 
its course, we struck off from it, taking a ten days’ supply of water, 
as there were ranges visible to the north which had the appearance 
of being stony. A north-east by north course was first taken for 





about 7 wiles, in order to avoid them. ‘The whole of this distance 
was over alluvial earthy plains, the soil of which was firm, but the 
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- Cooper's Creek to Carpentaria.—Fieldbook No, 4. Camp 85 
to 90; lat. 232° fo 224°.—Fine country, Tropics. 
Saturday, Jan. 5, 1861.—On leaving Camp 84, we found slight 
but distinct indications of rain in the groves, and a few blades of 
grass and small weeds in the little depressions on the plain, These 
indications were, however, so slight, that but for the fact of our 


. having found surface-water in two holes near our camp, we should ° 


hardly have noticed them. At a distance of about 2 miles, ina 
N.N.E. direction, we came to a creek with a long, broad, shallow 
water-hole. The well-worn paths, the recent tenok of natives, and 
the heaps of shells, on the contents of which the latter had feasted, 
showed at once that this creek must be connected with some creek 
of considerable importance. The camels and horses being greatl: 
ya aie of rest, we only moved up about half a mile, an aie 
for the day. 

Sindy, Jan. 6.—Started at twenty minutes to six o'clock, 
intending to make an easy day's stage along the creck. As we 

oceeded up in a northerly direction we found the water-hole to 
diminish in size very much, and at about 24 miles the creek ran 
out in a lot of small watercourses. At the upper end of the creek 
we found in its bed what appeared to be an arrangement for catch- 
ing fish. It consisted of a small oval mud-paddock, about 12 feet 
by 8 feet, the sides of which were about 9 inches above the bottom 
of the hole, and the top of the fence, covered with long grass, so 
arranged that the ends of the blades overhung scantily by several 
inches the sides of the hole. As there was no ign of timber to 
the north, ed off to north-west by north for a fine line that 

ta distance of about 3 miles we 

reached the bank of a fine creek containing a sheet of water two 
chains broad, and at least 15 feet deep in the middle. The banks 
are shelving, sandy, and lightly clothed with box-trees and various 
shrubs. On starting to cross the plains peng this phe we 
were surprised at the bright green appearance of strips of | 
which look in the Mercer tie awampe. On ap scachiag aca 
them we found that there had been a considerable fall of rain in 
some places, which had raised a fine crop of grass and portulac * 
wherever the soil was of a sandy and light nature; but the amount 
of moisture had been insufficient to affect the clayey ground which 
constitutes the main portion of the plain. The sight of two native 
companions feeding here added greatly to the orene 
spects ; they are the only specimens of that bird that I remember to 
have seen on that side of the. Darling. 

Jan. 7.—We started at half-past four a... without water, thinking 


° Portalaca olerasca.— L. 
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that we might safely rely on this creek for qne day's journey. 
We, however, found the line of timber soon mii to look sts : 
at 3 miles the channel contained only a few pools of surface-water. 
We continued across the plains on a due north course, frequently 
crossing small watercourses, which had been filled by the rain, but 
were fast drying up. Here and there as we protected dense lines 


~ of timber on our right showed that the creek came from the east of 


north, Ata distance of 13 miles we turned to the x.x.e., towards 
a fine line of timber. We found a creek of considerable, dimen- 
sions that had only two or three emall water-holes; but as there 
was more than sufficient for us, and very little feed for the beasts 
anywhere else, we camped. | should have liked this camp to have 
been in a more prominent and easily recognised position, as it pag ae 
to be almost exactly on the tropic of Capricorn. The tremendous 
gale of wind that we had in the evening and night prevented me 

om taking a latitude observation, whereas I had some good ones 
at the last camp, and at Camp 86. My reckoning cannot be far 
out. [found on taking out my instruments one of the so ther- 
mometers was broken, and the glass of my aneroid barometer 
cracked ; the latter, I believe, not otherwise injured. This was 
done by the camel having taken it into his head to roll while the 
pack was on his back. 

Tuesday, Jan. 8.—Started at a quarter past 5 a. with a load 
of water, determined to be independent of all creeks and water- 
courses, Ata mile and a balf found surface-water in a small creek, 
and at a mile farther water in two or three places on the open 
oo The country we crossed for the first 10 miles consists of 
fine open plains of firm argillaceous sotl, too stiff and hard to be 
affected by the small quantity of rain that hus fallen as yet. They 
are subject to inundations from the overflow of a number of small 
creeks which intersect them in a direction E.N.E. to w.s.w, Nearly 
all the creeks are lined with box-trees and shrubs, in a tolerably 
healthy state; of the remains of dead trees there is only a far 
proportion to the living ones, After traversing a plain of greater 
extent than the rest, we at 10 miles reached the creek, propor- 
tionately large and important-looking. The channel, however, at 





the point where we strack it, was deep, level, and dry, but I believe 


there is water in it not far off; for there were some Tedbreas® 

cockatoos in the trees, and native parrots on each side, On the 
north side there is a part bearing off to the N.N.W. The mirage 
on the plain to the south of the creek was stronger than I have 
before seen it. There appear to be sheets of water within a few 


yards of one, and it looks sufficiently smooth and glassy to be used fer 





An artificial horizon, ‘To the westward of the pins somfie fine sand- 
-hills were visible, nearly in the direction in which the creek flowed. 
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At first there is a little earthy land subject to inundation. The soil 
then becomes mort sandy, and the stony pans occur in which water 
collects after rain ; the whole country is slightly undulating, lightly 
timbered, and splendidly grassed. A number of small disconnected 
ereeks are scattered about, many of which contained water, pro- 
tected from the sun by luxuriant growth of fine grasses and small 
bushes, We passed one or two little rises of sand and pebbles, on 
which were ing some trees quite new to me: but for the seed- 
pods, I should have taken them for a species of casuarinm, although 
the leaf-stalks haye not the jointed peculiarities of those plants, 
The trunks and branches are like the she-oak, the leaves like those 
of a pine ; they droop like a willow ; and the seed is small, flat, in a 
large flat pod about 6 inches by three-quarters of an inch. As we 
proceeded the country improved at every step. Flocks of pigeons 
rose and flew off to the eastward, and fresh plants met our view on 
every rise ; everything green and luxuriant. The horse licked his 
lips, and tried all he could to break his nose-string to get at the 
feed. We camped at the foot of a sandy rise, where there was a 
large stony pan with plenty of water, and where the feed was equal 
in quantity, and superior as to variety, to any that I have seen in 
Australia, excepting, perhaps, on some soils of volcanic origin, 
Wednesday, Jan. 9,—Started at five minutes past five without 
water, trusting to get a supply from the rain that fell during the 
thunderstorm. Traversed é miles of undulating plains covered 
with vegetation richer than ever. Several ducks rose from the 
little creeks as we passed, and flocks of pigeons were flying in 
all directions. The richness of the vegetation is evidently not 


very few dead ones are to be seen; besides which the ana 
dead and rotten grass which at sprenns almost overgrows in some 
pieces the young blades, shows that this is not the first crop of the 

ind, ‘he grasses are numerous, and many of them unknown to 
me, but they only constitute a moderate portion of the herbage ; 
several kinds of spurious vetches and portulac, as well as salso- 
lacem, ‘add to the luxuriance of the yegetation. At 7 miles we 
found ourselves in an open forest-country, where the feed was 
good, but not equal bocivhatdee tual spaseeh, ‘onithees hel eae 
visited by yesterday's rain. We soon emerged again on open 
plains, but, the soil bein of a more clayish nature, wes vig not 
Tiaviy domutiehcadvanced ig vegetation as the othera We found 
surface-waters in several places, and at one spot disturbed a fine 
hustard which was feeding in the long grass. We did not see him 
until he flew up. 1 should have mentioned that one flew over our 
camp last evening in a northerly direction ; this speaks well for the 
country and climate. At noon we came to a large creck, the 
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course of which was from Ex. to w.s.w. The sight of white 
sent ps in the distance had raised hopes which were not at all 
miped on a close inspection of the channel. At the point where 
we struck it there was certainly no great quantity of water; the 
bed was broad and sandy, but its whole appearance was that of an 
important watercourse ; and the large guins which line its banks, 
- together with the improved appearance of the soil, and the abun- 
dance of feed in the vicinity, satisfied us as to the permanency of 
the waters and the value of the discovery. Although it was &o 
early in the day, and we were anxious to make a good march, yet 
‘we camped here, as it seemed to be almost a sin to leave ich 
ood quarters. The bed of the creek ts loose sand, through which 
the water freely permeates: it is, however, sufficiently coarse not 
to be boggy; and animals can approach the water without any 
difficulty. i 
Thursday, Jan. 10.—At 520 at. we left our camp with 
a full supply of water, determined to risk no reverses, and to 
make a good march. I should mention that last evening we had 
been nearly deafened by the noise of the cicadw, and but for 
our large fires should have been kept awake all night by the 
mosquitoes, A walk of 2 miles across a well-graseed plain 
brought us toa belt of timber, and we soon afterwards found our- 
selves pulled up by a large creek, in which the water was broad 
and deep. We had to’follow up the bank of the creek in a north- 
east direction for nearly a mile before we could cross, when, to our 
joy, we found that it was flowing, not a muddy stream from the 
effects of recent floods, but a small rivulet of clear water as pure 
as crystal. The bed of the river at this place is deep and rather 
narrow: the water flows over sand and pebbles, winding its way 
‘hetween clumps of melaleuca and gum-saplings. After leaving 
the river we kept our old course, due north, crossing, in a distance 
of one mile, three creeks with gum-trees on their banks. The soil 
of the flats through which they flow is a red loam of fair quality 
‘and well grassed. ‘Beyond the third creek is a lar e plain, parts 
of which are very stony ; and this is bounded towa the east by 
a low stony rise, partly composed of decayed and honeycombed 
quartz-rock in sité, and partly of water-worn pebbles and other 
alluvial deposits. At about 2 miles across this plain we reached 
the first of a series of small creeks with deep water-bolesa, These 
erecks and holes have the characteristics "eseacer to watercourses 
which are found in flats formed from the alluvial deposits of schis- 
tose rocks. The banks are on a level with the surroundmg 
ag ground, and are irregularly marked by smnall trees, or ne 
tufts of long grass which overhang the channel and frequently hi 
jit from one’s view, even when within a few yards, At about 5 
tiles from where we crossed the river we came to the main creek 
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in these flats—Patten’s Creek ; it flows along at the foot of a 
stony range, and*we had to trace it up nearly a mile if a Noe. 
direction before we could cross it, As it happened, we might 
almost as well have followed its course up the flat, for at a little 
more than 2 miles we came to it again; we re-crossed it at a stony 
place just below a very large water-hole, and then continued our 
course over extensive plains, not so well grassed as what we had- 
povetd atotesiand very stony in some places, At 8 miles from 

atten’s Creek we came to another, ruuning from south-west to 
south-east. There was plenty of water in it, but it was evidently 
the result of recent local rains; on the banks was an abundance of 
good feed, but very little timber. 

Friday, Jan. 11.—Started at five Aca, and in the excitement o 
exploring fine well-watered country forgot all about the eclipse of _ 
the sun, until the reduced temperature and peculiarly gloom 
A achapoene of the sky drew our attention to the matter; it was 
then too late to aan the deficiency, so we made a good day’s 
journey, the moderation of the midday-heat, which was only about 
Su”, greatly assisting us, The country traversed has the most 
verdant and cheerful aspect, abundance of feed and water evéry- 
where, All the creeks seen to-day have a course more or less to 
the east by south. The land improves in appearance at every 
mile. A quantity of rain has fallen here and to the south, and. 
some of the flats are suitable for cultivation if the regularity of the 
seasons will admit. 








ntaria.—Fieldbook No, 6, Camp 92 to 





Cooper's Creck to Ca 
98; lat. 22}° to 21)°. | es, 
Saturday, Jan. 13.—We started at five a.m, and, keeping as 
nearly as possible a due north course, traversed for about 8 miles 
a splendid fiat, through which flow several fine well-watered creeks, 
lined with white gum-trees. We then entered a series of slaty, 
low sandstone ranges, amongst which were some well-graseed flats 
and plenty of water in the main gullies, The more stony portions 
«, however, covered with porcupine-grass, and here and there 
with mallee. Large ant-hills are very numerous: they vary in 
height from 24 to 4 feet. There was a continuous rise perceptible 
all the way in crossing the ranges, and from the highest portion, 
which we reached at a distance of about 7 miles, we had a prett 
“good view of the country towards the north. As far as we cou 
see in the distance, and bearing due north, was a large range, 
paving eomewhat the outline of a granite mountain, The east end 
of this range just comes up to the im north ; the left of this, 


and bearing N.W.W., is a single con the top of which onl 
is visible, Farther to tha: west: there.ware sume: broken: ranges, 
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parently sandstone; to the east of north the tops of v ‘y distant 


wa apparentl we ranges were seen, the outline of which was 
so inaistinct that can form no idea as to their character. The 
intermediate country below us appeared alternations of fine valleys 
and stony ranges, such as we had just been crossing. From here a 
descent of 2 miles brought us to a creek having a northern course, 
but, on tracing it down for about a mile, we found it turn to the 
south-east, and join another from the north. We crossed over to 
the latter on a north-by-west course, and camped on the west bank. 
Tt has a broad sandy channel; the water-holes are large, but not 
deep; the banks are bordered with fine white gums, and are in 
some places very scrubby. ‘There is abundance of rich green feed 
everywhere in the vicinity. We found numerous indications of 

blacks having been here, but saw nothing of them, It seems remark- 
able that where their tracks are so plentiful, we should [have seen] 
none since we left King's Creek. | observed that the natives here 
climb trees like one on the Murray, ogi ii of some ai 
correspo nding im habits to the opossum, which they get out of t 
hollow branches in a similar dishcee I have nt ivet bien able to 
ascertain what the animal is. 

Sunday, Jan. 13.—We did not leave camp this morning until 
half-past seven, having delayed for the purpose of getting the 
camels’ shoes on, a matter in which we were eminently unsue- 
cessful. We took our breakfast before starting, for almost the first 
time since leaving the depét. Having crossed the creek, our 
course was due north as before, until at about 6 miles we came in 
sight of the range ahead, when we took a north half-east. direction 
for the purpose of clearing the eastern front of it. We found the 
Se more sandy than what we had before crossed, and a great 

of it even more richly grassed. Camp 93 is situated at the 
junction of three sandy creeks, in which there is abundance of 
water. The sand is loose, and the water permeates freely, so that 
the latter may be obtained delightfully cool and clear by sinking 
anywhere in the beds of the creeks. 








Cooper’s Creek to Carpentaria.—Fieldbook No. 6; lat. 21}° 
to 20)", Station 98 to 105, upper part of Cloncurry. 
Saturday, January 19, 1861.—Started from Camp 98 at 5:40 
Aas, and passing to the north-west of Mount Forbes, across a fine 
- and well-grassed plain, kept at first a north by east direction; at» 
a distance of three miles the plain became everywhere ‘tony, 
being’ scattered over with quartz-pebbles, and a little farth r om, 
3 Scoiteeerraind low quartz-ranges, the higher portions of -whica are 








—— eavered with rass, but the valleys are well clothed with 
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crossed a creek with a sandy bed, which has been named Green's 
Creek. There wére blacks not far above where we crossed, but 
we did not disturb them, After crossing the creek, we took a-dlue 
north course, over very rugged quartz-ranges of an auriferous 
character. Pieces of iron ore, very rich, were scattered in great 
numbers over some of the hills. On our being about to cross one 
of the branch-creeks in the low range, we surprised some blacks— 
aman, who, with a young fellow apparently his son, was upon a 
tree cutting out something, and a lubra with a piccauinny. ‘The 
two former did not see me until I was nearly close to them, and 
then they were dreadfully frightened. Jumping down from the 
trees, they started off shouting what sounded to us very like “ Joe, 
joe!” Thus disturbed, the lubra, who was some distance from 
them, just then caught sight of the camels and the remainder of 
the party as they came over the hill into the creck, and this 
tended to hasten their flight over the stones and poreupine-grass, 
Crossing the range at the head of this creck, we came on a gully 
running north, down which we proceeded, and soon found it open 
out into a creek at two or three points, in which we found water. 
On this creek we found the first specimen of an eucalyptus, which 
has a very different appearance from the members of the gum-tree 
race; it grows as high as a good-sized gum-tree, but with the 
branches less spreading; in shape it much resembles the elm; the 
foliage is dark, like that of the Riehtwood ; the trunk and branches 
are covered with a grey bark, resembling in outward appearance 
that of the box-tree. Finding that the creek was trending too 
much to the eastward, we struck off to the north again, and at a 
short distance came on a fine creek running about ss.6. As it 
was now time to camp, we travelled it up for abouta mile and a 
half, and came to a fine water-bole in a rocky basin, at which 
there were lots of birds, 





Cooper's Creek to Se rpentaria.—Fieldbook No. 7; lat. 204° 
to 193°. Camp 105 to 112, middle part of Cloncurry. 
Sunday, Jan, 27, 1861.—Started from Camp 105, five minutes 
ast two in the morning ; we followed along the bends of the creek 
Se cenicta and found the creek wind about very much, taking 
on the whole a north-east course, At about 5 we it changed 
sumewhat its features; from a broad and sandy channel, winding 
seoeeioee? guni-tree flats, it assumes the unpropitious appearance 
of a straight narrow creek running in a N.w.e. direction between 
miles ami this manner, it took a turn to the west, at which point 
there is a fine water-hole, and then assumed its original character, 
Below this we found water at several places, but it all seemed to 
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be either from surface-irainage or from springs in the sand. The ~* 
land in the vicinity of the creck appears to hevertecsived plenty of 
rain, the vegetation everywhere green and fresh, but there is no 
a of the creek cing. Hewrd.in this pestofaiieeiohumatel 
for a considerable period, Palm-trees are numerous, and some 
bear an abundance of small round dates (nuts) just ripening. 
. aes palms give a most picturesque and pleasant appearance to 


Wednesday, Jan. 30,—Started at half-past seven am. After 
several unsuccessful attempts at getting Golah out of the bed of 
the creek, it was determined to try bringing him down until we 
could find a place for him to get out at; but after going im this 
way two or three miles, it was found necessary to leave him 
behind, as it was almost impossible to get him through some of the 
water-holes, and King had separated from the party, which became 
a matter for very serious consideration, when we found blacks 
hiding in the box-trees close to us. 





' Fieldbook No. 8.—Cooper’s Creek to Carpentaria—Camp 
112 to Camp 119. Southern latitude 194° to 17° 50", lower part 
of Cloncurry. 





7 ca No. 9, returning from Carpentaria to Cooper's 
_ Sunday, February 3, 1861—Finding the ground in such a 
state from the heavy falls of rain that the camels could scarcely 
be got along, it was decided to leave them at Camp 119, and for 
Mr. Burke and I to proceed towards the sea ou foot, After 
breakfast we accordingly started, taking with us the borse and 
three days’ provisions. Our first difficulty was in crossing Billy's 
Creek, which we had to do where it enters the river, a few hundred 
yards below the camp. In getting the horse in here, he got 
bogged in a quicksand-bank so deeply as to be unable to stir, and 













we only succeeded in extricating him by undermining bim on the 
creek side, and then lunging him into the water. Raving ove 
the things in safety, we continued down the river-bank, which bent 
about from east to west, but kept a general north course. A 
great deal of the land was so soft and rotten that the horse, with 
=e saddle and about 25 pounds on his back, could scarcely 
walk over it. At a distance of about five miles we again had him 
bogged in crossing a small creek, after which he seemed so weak, 
that we had great doubts about getting him on. We, however, 
found some r ground close to the water's edge where the 

OLE runs out, and we stuck to it as far as possible. 
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Finding that the river was bending about so much that we were 
making very littl® progress in a northerly direction, we struck off 
due north, and soon came on some tableland where the soil is 
shallow and gravelly, and clothed with box and swamp-gume. 
Patehes of the land were very boggy, bat the main portion was 
zound enough; beyond this, we came on an open plain covered 
with water up to one’s ankles, The soil here was a stiff clay, and . 
the surface very uneven, so that between the tufts of grass one 
was frequently knee<leep in water. The bottom, however, was 
sound, and no fear of bogging. After floundering through this 
for several miles, we came to a path formed by the blacks, and 
there were distinct suns of a recent migration in a southerly 
direction. By making use of this path we got on much better, for 
the ground was well-trodden and hard, At rather more than a 
mile the path entered a forest, through which flowed a nice water- 
course, and we had not gone far before we found places where the 
blacks had been camping. The forest was intersected by little 
pebbly rises on which they had made their fires; and in the sandy 
ground adjoining, some of the former had been digging yams,* 
which seemed to be so numerous that they could afford to leave 
lots of them about, probably having only selected the very best. 
We were not so particular, but ate many of those that they had 
rejected, and found them very good, About half a mile farther 
we came close on a black fellow, who was coiling by a camp-fire, 
whilst his gin and piccaninny were jabbering alongside. We 
stopped for a short time to take out some of the pistols that were 
on the horse, and that they might see us before we were so near as to 
frighten them. Just after we stopped, the black got up to stretch 
his limbs, and after a few seconds looked in our direction. It was 
very amusing to see the way in which he stared, standing for some 
time as if he thought he must be dreaming, and then having 
si ed to the others, they dropped on their haunches and shuffled 

in the quietest manner possible, Near their fire was a fine hut, 
the best I have ever seen, built on the same principle as those at 
Cooper's Creek, but much 2 Feld enn complete. I should 
say a dozen blacks might comfortably coil in it together. It is 
on an extensive marsh, which is at tithes flooded by the sea- 
water, Hundreds of wild geese, plover, and pelicans were enjoying 
themselves in the water-courees on the marsh; all the water on 
which was too brackish to be drinkable, ring he holes that 
are filled bythe stream that flows through the forest. The neigh- 
ebourhood of this encampment is one of the prettiest we have seen 
during the journey. Proceeding on our course across the marsh, 


© The Dioscores of Carpentaria, 
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we came to a channel through which the sea-water enters. Here 
we passed three blacks, who, as is universally their custom, pointed 
out to us, unasked, the part down. This assisted us greatly, 
for the ground we were taking was very boggy. We moved 
slowly down, about three miles, and then camped for the might. 
The horse, Billy, being completely baked, next morning we started 
at daybreak, leaving him short-hubbled. : 
Sth Nov,, 1861, 
Memo.— Verbally transcribed from the fieldbooks of the late 
Mr. Wills. Very few words, casually omitted in the author's 
manuscript, have been added in brackets. A few botanical expla- 
nations have been appended. A few rd pas general remarks 
referring to this portion of the diary will be published, together 
with the meteorological notes to which they are contiguous. No 
other notes in reference to this portion of the journey are extant. 
rep. MUELLER. 


Mr. Wits’s Journal of the Return from Carpentaria to Cooper's 
| Creek, 


(Transcribed by Mr, James Smith.) 

Tuesday, February 19, 1861, Boocha’s Camp, 

Wednesday, Feb, 20, Pleasaut Camp, 5 R, | 
Thursday, Feb. 21, Recovery Camp, 6 R.—Between four and 
five o'clock a heavy thunderstorm broke over us, having given 

little warning of its approach. There had been lightung 

pt thunder towards the south-east and south ever since noon 
yesterday. ‘he rain was incessant and very heavy for an hour 
and a half, which made the ground so boggy that the animals 
could scarcely walk over it. We nevertheless started at ten 
minutes to seven a.M., and, after floundering along for half an 
hour, halted for breakfast. We then moved on again, but soon 
found that the travelling was too heavy for the camels, so camped 
for the remainder of the day. In the afternoon the sky cleared 
a little, and the sun-soon dried the ground, considering, Shot a 
pheasant, and much disappointed at finding him all feathers and 
claws. ‘This bird nearly resembles a cock-pheasant in plumage, 
but im.other respects it bears more the character of the magpie or 
crow: the feathers are remarkably wiry and coarse. 
. Friday, Feb. 22, Camp 7 R.—A_ fearful thunderstorm in — 
evening, about eight p.m., £.4.6., moving gradually round to sou 
The flashes of lightning were so vivid and incessant as to keep. 
up.a continual light for short intervala, overpowering even the 

eonlight. . Heavy rain and strong squalls continued for more 
than an hour, when the storm moved off w.x.w.; the sky re- 
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mained more or less overcast for the rest of the night, and the 
following mornin was both sultry and oppressive, with the ground 
so boggy as to be almost impassable. oie . 

Saturday, Feb. 28, Camp 8 R.—TIn spite of the difficulties 
thrown in our way by last night's storm, we crossed the creck, 
We were shortly afterwards compelled to halt for the day, ona 
small patch of comparatively dry ground near the river. The. 
day turned out very fine, so that the soil dried rapidly; and we 
started in the evening to try a tri by moonlight. We were very 
fortunate in finding sound posi along a billibong, which per- 
mitted of owr travelling ore a five miles up the creek, when 
we camped for the night. ‘The evening was most oppressively he 
and sultry—so much co, that the slightest exertion made one feel 
as if he were in a state of suffocation, The dampness of the 
atmosphere prevented any evaporation, and gave one a_ helpless 
feeling of lassitude that 1 have never before experienced to such 
an extent. All the party complained of the same sensations, and 
the horses showed distinctly the effect of the evening trip, short as 
it was, We had scarcely ‘turned in half an hour when it began to 
rain, some heavy clouds having come up from the eastward, in 
place of the layer of small cirro evmuli that before ornamented the 
greater portion of the sky. ‘These clouds soon moved on, and we 
were relieved from the dread of additional mud. After the sky 
cleared, the atmosphere became rather cooler and less sultry ; so 
that, with the assistance of - a ane to keep the mosquitoes 
off, we managed to pass a tolerable mght. 

Sunday, Feb, 24, Camp 9 K.—Comparatively little rain has 
fallen above the branch-creek with the running water. The 
have left. The water in the creek is muddy but good, and has 
been derived merely from the surface-drainage of the adjoming 
plaing. The Melalewea continues in this faaticies nch-ereek, whieh 
ereeps along the foot of the ranges. | 

Monday, Feb. 25, Camp 10 R.—There has been very little 
rain on this portion of the creek since we passed down, There 
was, however, no water at all there, at this point. At the 
Tea-tree Spring, a short distance up the creek, we found 
jlenty of water in the sand, but it had a disagreeable taste from 
the decomposition of leaves and the presence of mineral matter— 
probably iron, There seems to have been a fair share of rain 
along here, cae! rag is so very fresh and Ane and there is 


Thursday, Feb. 28, Re : | 
the Reedy Gully Camp about midnight on Tuesday, the 26th. 



























Remained there throughout the day on Wednesday, starting at 
2am. on Thursday. — FB . be 
Friday, March 1, Camp of the Three Crows, 13 RB. 
Saturday, March 2, Salt-bush Camp, 14 R.—Found Golah. 
He looks thin and miserable. Seems to have fretted a — 
deal, probably at finding himself left behind; and he has been 
bd 


-walking up and down the tracks till he has made a 


pathway. Could find no sign of his having been far off it, 
although there is splendid feed, to which he could have gone. 
He began to eat as soon as he saw the other camels. 

Sunday, March 3, Eureka Camp, 15 R.—In crossing a ereck 
by moonlight, Charley rede over a large snake, He did not 
touch him, and we thought it was a log until he struck it with 
the stirrup-iron. We then saw that it was an immense snake, 
larger than any that 1 have ever before ceen ma wild state. It 
measured 8 feet 4 inches in length, and 7 inches in girth round 
the belly. It was nearly the same thickness from the head to 
within 20 inches of the tail; it then tapered rapidly. The weight 
was 114 Ibs. From the tip of the nose to five inches back the neck 
was black, both above and behind; throughout the rest of the 
body the under part was yellow, and the sides and back had 
irregular brown transverse bars on a yellowish-brown ground, I 
could detect no poisonous fangs, but there were two distinct rows 
of teeth in each jaw, and two small claws or nails, about three- 
eighths of an inch long, one on each side of the vent. | 

Monday, March 4, Feasting Camp, 15 R.—Shortly after 
arriving at Camp 16, we could frequently hear distant thunder 
towards the east, from which quarter the wind was blowing. 
Aton: the afternoon there were frequent beavy showers, and 
towards evening it set in to rain steadily, but lightly. This lasted 
until about eight ros., when the rain ceased, and the wind got 
round to west: the sky, however, remained overcast until late im 
the night, and then cleared for a short time; the clouds were soon 
succeeded by a dense fog, or mist, which continued until morning. 
The vapour having then risen, occupied the upper air im the form 
of light cir-stratus and cumuli clouds. 

Tuesday, March 5, Camp 17 R.—Started at two a.m. on a 8.8.W. 
course, but had soon to’turn in on the creek, as Mr. Burke felt 
ri unwell, antes been attacked by dysentery since eating the 
‘snake, He now felt giddy, and unable to keep his seat. At six 






‘a, Mr. Burke feeling better, we started again, following along 


the creek, in which there was considerably more water than when 
we passed down. We camped at 2-15 r.ar., at a part of the creek 
re the date-trees* were* very numerous, and found the fruit 


A * Probably Livistoras, 
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nearly ripe, and very much improved on what it was when we 
were here before. * 
Wednesday, March 6, Camp 18 R.—<Arrived at ie former 
road and find the feed richer than ever, and the ants just as 
lesome. Mr. Burke is a little better, and Charley looks 
comparatively well, The dryness of the atmosphere seems to 
have a beneficial effect on all. We found, yesterday, that it wasa . 
neo matter about Golah, and we were obliged to leave him 
ind, as he seemed to be completely done up, and could not 
come on, even when the pack and saddle were taken off. 

Thursday, March 7, Fig-tree Camp, 19 R.—Palm-tree ames 
No. 104, and 20° latitude ;* by observation coming down, 
21-40’, There is less water here than there was when we passed 
down, although there is evidence of the creek having been visited 
by considerable floods during the interval, Feed is abundant, 
and the vegetation more fresh than before. Mr. Burke almost 
recovered ; but Charley is again very unwell, and unfit to do any- 
ae, He caught cold last night through carelessnessin covering 

imself, | 

Friday, March 8, Camp 20 R.—Followed the creek more 
ys et tg up than going down, Found more water in it 

nerally. 

Sevag March 9, Camp 21 R.—Reached our former camp 
at 130 par. Found the her much dried up, but still plenty 
of feed for the camels. 

Sunday, March 10, Camp 22 R.—Camped at the junction 
of a small creek from the westward, a short distance below our 
former cam there being plenty of good water here; whereas the 

- at tiiectaions: Camp is very doubtful. 

onday, Mareh 11, Camp 25 R.—Halted for breakfast at 
_ the Specimen sae Sp 7-15 a.m. Found more water and feed 
there than before. Then proceeded up the creek, and got safely 
Geer pres Sopot: eMmerenen ere Senne Camped near 
the head of the gap, in a about- two miles below our former 


cam, lay, Me 
arch 12, Camp 24 R. | 

Wed , March 13, ‘Canip 25 R.—Rain all day, so 
heavily mee "was inn: to — my wateh and fieldbook in the 
pack, to keep them dry. afternoon the rain increased, and 
all the ee anton We took shelter under some 
SNists abide Sualeaicne scla:neean tiie dane? the ceampidas ited 
latter was of no value, for we had soon to remove them up amongst 
jhe rocks, out of the way of the flood, which erect die 
rise high esough to drive us out of the cave; but we my 5 
to shift our packs to the upper part. In the evening i 
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as rapidly as it had risen, leaving everything in a very bog 
state. There were frequent Hatt chowerr Gntng the night _ 

Thursday, March 14, Camp 26 R, Sandstone Cave.—The 
water in the creek having fallen sufficiently low, we crossed over 
from the cave, and proceeded down the creck. Our progress was 
slow, aa it was necessary to keep on the stony ridge instead of 
following the flats, the latter being very boggy after the rain. 
Thinking that the creek must join Scratchley's near our old camp, 
we followed it a long way, until, finding it trend altogether too 
much eastward, we tried to shape across for the other creek; but 
ie unable to do so, from the boggy nature of the intervening 

in. 

: Friday, March 15, Camp 27 RB. 

Saturday, March 16, Camp 28 R, Scratchley’s Creek, 

Sunday, March 17, Camp 29 it, 

Monday, March 18, Camp 30 RB. 

Tuesday, March 19, Camp 31 KR. 

Wednesday, March 20, Camp 22 R, Feastmg Camp.—Last . 
evening the sky was clouded about nine p.m, and a shower came 
down from the north, At ten o'clock it became so dark that-we 
camped on the bank of the creek, in which was a nice current of 
clear water. To-day we halted, intending to try a mght-journey. 
The packs we overhauled, and left nearly 60 |bs, weidkt of things 
behind. They were all suspended in a eis from the branches of 
a shrub close to the creek. We started at a quarter to six, but 
were continually pulled up by billibongs and branch-creeks, and 
soon had to camp for the night. At the junction of the two creeks 


“a above [are] the three cones, which are three remarkable small 


to the eastward. 

Thursday, March 21, Humid Camp, 33 R.—Unable to 
proceed on account of the slippery and boggy state of the ground, 
The rain has fallen very tpt here to-day, and every little 
depression in the ground is either full of water or covered with 
slimy mod. Another heavy storm passed over during the night, 
almost [extinguishing] the miserable fire we were able to gehenp 
with our very limited quantity of water-logged and grecn woo 
‘Having been so unfortunate last night, we took an early breakfast 
this morning at Camp 33, which | aed named the Humid Camp, 
from the state of dampness in which we found everything there; 
and crossing to the east bank of the main creek, proceeded in a 
southerly direction nearly parallel with the creek. Some of the 
flats near the creek contain the richest alluvial soil, and are 
elothed with luxuriant vegetation. ‘There is an immense extent 


of plain back, of the finest character for pastoral purposes, and the 
: satay seid 1 ADL ae end pened eau? | 
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We halted on a large billibong at noon, and were favoured during 
dinner by a thunderstorm, Sadaaies portion of which missed us, 
some passing north and some south, which was fortunate, as it 
would otherwise have spoiled our baking process, a matter of some 
importance just now, We started again at seven o'clock, but the 
effects of the heavy rain prevented our making a good journey, 

Friday, March 22, Muddy Camp, 44 K.—H an early 
breakfast this morning, and started before sunrise. Found that 
the wet swampy ground that checked our progress last night was 
only a narrow strip, and that had we gone a little farther we might 
have made a fine journey.. The country consisted of open, well- 
grassed, pebbly plains, intersected by numerous small channels, all 
coutaining water. Abundance of fine rich portulaca was just 
bursting into flower along all these channels, as well as on the 
greater portion of the plain. The creck that we camped on last 
night ran nearly parallel with us throughout this stage. We 
should have crossed it to avoid the stony plains, but were pre- 
vented by the flood from so doing. 

Saturday, March 23, Mosquito Camp, 35 R.—Started ata 
quarter to six, and followed down the creek, which has much of 
the characteristic appearance of the river Burke where we crossed 
it on our up-journey. ‘The land in the vicinity greatly improves 
as one goes down, becoming leas stony and better grassed. At 
eleven o'clock we crossed a small tributary from the eastward, and 
there was a distant range of considerable extent visible in that 
direction... Halted for the afternoon in a bend, where there was 
tolerable feed, for the banks are everywhere more or leas scrubby. 

Sunday, March 24, Three-hour Camp, 36 R. | | 

Monday, March 25, Native-Dog Camp, 37 R.—Started at 
half-past five, looking for a good place to halt for the day. ‘This 
we found at a short distance down the creck, and immediate] 
discovered that it was close to Camp 89 of our up-journey. Hand 
not expected that we were so much to the westward. After 
breakfast, took some time-altitudes, and was about to go back to 
last camp for some things that had been left, when I found Grey 
‘behind a tree, eating skilligolee. He explained that he was 
suffering from dysentery, and had taken the flour without leave. 
Sent him to report himself to Mr. Burke, and went on. He having 
got King to tell Mr. Burke for him, was called up, and received a 
good thrashing. ‘There is no knowing to what extent he has been 
robbing us. Many things have been found to run wnaceountably 
short. Started. at seven o'clock, the camels in first-rate spirits, 

Ve followed our old course back (south). The first portion of 

e plains bad much the same appearance as when we came up; 
but that near Camp 68, which then looked so fresh and green, is 
now very much dried up, and we saw no signs of water anywhere, 
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In fact there seems to have been little or no rain about here since 
we passed. Soon after three o'clock we struck the first of several 
ema!l creeks or billibongs, which must be portions of the creek 
with the deep channel that we crossed on going up, we being now 
rather to the westward of our former course. From here, after 
traversing about 2 miles of the barest clay-plain, devoid of all 
_-yvegetation, we reached a small water-courze, most of the holes in 
which contained some water of a milky or creamy description. 
Fine salt-bush and portulac being abundant in the vicinity, we 
éamped here at 4:30 A.M, When we started in the evening, a 
strong breeze had already sprung up in the south, which conveyed 
much of the characteristic feeling of a hot wind. It increased 
gradually to a force of five and six, but by eleven o'clock had 
become decidedly cool, and was so chilly towards morning that we 
found it necessary to throw on our ponchos, A few cir. cum. 
clouds were coming up from the east when we started, but we 
left them behind, and nothing was visible during the night but a 
thin hazy veil, ‘The gale continued throughout the 36th, be- 
coming warmer as the day advanced. In the afternoon it blew 
furiously, raising a good deal of dust. The ee of air at 
four-p.m. was 94° in the shade. Wind trees all day. 

Tuesday, March 26, Salt-bush Camp, 38 R. 

Wednesday, March 27, Camp 39 RL 

Tirsday, March 28, Camp 40 R. | 

clara March 29, Camp 41 R.—Camels’ last _ Fine 
green feed at this camp. Plenty of vine and young polygonums 
cutie small bilibongs. 2 

Saturday, March 30, Camp 42 R, Boocha’s Rest.—Employed 
all day in cutting up, jerking, and eating Boocha. The day turned 
out as favourable for us as we could have wished, and a cun- 
siderable portion of the meat was ee tag y jerked before sunset. 

Sunday, March 31, Camp 43 R, Mia-Mia Conn of 
good dry feed, various shrubs, salt-bushes, epee hs Ses 
and some coarse kangaroo-grass; water in the hollows on the 


stony pavement. The neighbouring country chiefly composed of - 


stony rises and sand : 

. Monday, April 1, Camp 43 KH. 

Tuesday, Aprit 2, Camp 44 R.—Thermometer broken. 

_ Wednesday, April 3, Camp 45 KR, Salt-Meat Camp. 

_ Friday, April 5, Camp 47 R, Oil Camp.—Earthy and clayey 

Nains, generally sound and tolerably soma but in other places 
ysalt-bush, withered. i 

Saturday, April 6, Wild-Duck Camp, 45 uae flats, cut 

7 . Inte nen hi "I ‘watercourses. aucceeded il by . open. pl AITLS, 
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bush. The dead stalks of portulac and mallows show that those 
plants are very plentiful in some seasons. [Towards néon came 
upon] earthy plains and numerous billibongs. ; 
Sunday, April 7, Camp 49 R.—Find the water and feed much 
dried up. Nearly all the water we have met with has a slightly 
brackish taste of a peculiar kind, somewhat resembling in flavour 
potassio tartrate of soda. ‘ 
Monday, April 8, Camp 50 R.—Camped a short distance above 
Camp 75. The creck here contains more water, and there is a 
considerable quantity of green grass in its bed, but it is much 
dried up since we passed before. Halted 15 minutes to send back 
for Gray, who gammoned he could not walk. Some good showers 
must have fallen lately, as we have passed surface-water on the 
plains every day. In the latter portion of eae is sei” the 
young grass and portulac are springing freshly in the flats and on 
the siden of the Gudcidges: a : | 
Tuesday, April 9, Camp 51 R.—Camped on the bank of the 
ereek, where there is a regular field of salt-bash, as well as some 
grass in its bed, very acceptable to the horse, who has not had a 
proper feed for the last week until last night, and is, consequently, 
nearly knocked up. 
Wednesday, April 10, Camp 52 R,—Remained at Camp 52 R 
all day to cut up and jerk the meat of the horse Billy, who was so 
reduced and knocked up for want of food, that there appeared 
little chance of his reaching the other side of the desert; and, as 
we were running short of food of every description ourselves, we 
thought it best to secure his flesh at once. We found it healthy 
and tender, but without the slighitest trace of fat in any portion of 





the body. | 
Thursday, April 11.—Plenty of water in creek down to this 
Friday, April 12.—Extensive earthy plains, intersected by 
numerous watercourecs. 


Saturday, dpril 13—Small watercourses lined with lakes, 
Plenty of salt-bush and chrysanthemuma on either side. Camped 
on Stony Desert. 

[Nore py Traxscrtser.—Up to this point, as it appears from 
Mr, Wills’s Fieldbook, the Expedition never passed a day in which 
they did not traverse the banks of, or cross, a creek or other 

Monday, April 15.—It commenced to rain bord at five Aw. 
a morning, and continued raining pretty steadily throughout the 

lay. Owing to the wet and the exertion of crossing the numerous 
sand-ridges, Linda became knocked up about four oes and we 
P12 
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had to halt at a claypan amongst the sandhills. [The party 
scems to ‘have crossed a creek near a native camp, about ten A.M. | 

Puesday, April 16. | 

Wednesday, April 17.—This morning, about sunrise, Gray died. 
He had not spoken a word distinctly since his first attack, which 
was just a3 we were about to start. 

Thursday, April 18—[Anuother creek and native camp were 


Friday, April 19.—Camped again without water on the sandy 
bed of the creek, having been followed by a lot of natives who 
were desirous of our company ; but as we preferred camping alone, 
we were compelled to move on until rather late, in order to get 
away from them. The night was very cold. A strong breeze 
was blowing from the south, which made the fire so irregular, that, 
as on the two previous nights, it was impossible to keep up a fair 
temperature. Our general course throughout the day had been 
B.B.E. 

Saturday, April 20. 

Sunday, April 21.—Arrived at the coe this evening just in 
time to find it deserted. A note left in the plant by Brahe com- 
municates the pleasing information that they have started to-day 
for the Darling; their camels and horses all well and in pre 
condition; we and our camels being just done up, and scarcely 
able to reach the depét, have very little chance of overtaking them. 
Brahé has fortunately left us ample provisions to take us to the 
bounds of civilisation, namely :—flour, 50 |bs.; rice, 20 lbs; 
oatmeal, GU Ibs. ; sugar, 60 lbs.; and dried meat, 15 lbs, These 
provisions, together with a few horse-shoes and nails, and some 
castaway odds and ends, constitute all the articles left, and place 
us in a very awkward position in respect to clothing. Our dis- 
appointment at finding the depét deserted may easily be imagined ; 
—returning in an exhausted state, after four months of the 


‘severest travelling and privation, our legs almost paralysed, so that 


each of us found it a most trying task only to walk a few yards, 
Such oo pang feeling L never before experienced, and hope | 
never shall again. ‘The exertion required to get up a slight piece” 
of rising ground, even without any load, induces an indescribable 
sensation of pain and ae ney and the general lassitude makes 
Poor Gray must have suffered very much, 
many times when we thought him shamming. It is most fortunate 
for us that these symptoms, which so early affected him, did not 
come on us until we were reduced to an exclusively animal diet of 





stich an inferior description as that offered by the flesh of a worn 
gut and exhausted horse. We were not long in getting out the 
grub that Brahé had left, and we made a goud supper off some 


_ 
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oatmeal-porridge and sugar. This, together arith the excitement 
of finding oursel¥es in such a peculiar and almost unexpected 

ition, had a wonderful effect in removing the stiffness from’ our 
egs. Whether it is possible that the vegetables can so have 
affected us, I know not; but both Mr, B. and I remarked a most 
decided relief and a strength in the lege greater than we had had 
for several days, J am inclined to think that but for the * 
abundance of portulac that we obtained on the journey, we should 
scarcely have returned to Cooper's Creek at ral} 


Burke's Notes of the Expedition. 

These notes were often illegible, and in many places the : 
of the book had been ripped and cut out. The book was evidently 
kept for rough memoranda. 

he following extracts are from the memorandum-book of 
Mr. Burke. Mr. Archer, to whom the task of transcribing it was 
entrusted, writes the following preface :—‘ I went carefully through 
Burke's note-book last night, It is an ordinary memorandum- 
book, with a clasp, and a side pocket for a pencil. It is much. 
dilapidated, and several of the leaves are torn out. Some so torn 
had been written on. I have numbered these consecutively 
throughout. The following is a copy, letter for letter, and word 
for word, of all that remains of Burke's pencillings. I have 
queried all doubtful points.” | 7 
No, 69 line of cour i ing on bags, 1, 4, 19, 20,11, 3. Think 


Dee. 16, 1860.—Left Depot 65, followed by the creek. 

Dec. 17.—The same, 66, y 

Dee. 18.—The same, 67. 

Dec. 19.—We made a (?) small creck, supposed to be Otta 
Era (?), or in the immediate neighbourhood of it. water, 
Camp 69. 
= Dec. 20).—Made a creek where we found a great many natives 
—they presented us with fish and offered their women, Camp 70, 

Dee. 21.—Made another creek, Camp 7.1. Splendid water, fine 
feed for the camels; would be a very good place for a station, 
Since we have left Cooper's Creek we have travelled over a very 
fine ac pera ring country, well watered, and in every respect 
well suited for occupation. ay | 

Dee, 22, Camp 72,—Encamped on the borders of the desert. 

* Dee, 23.—Travelled day night, and encamped in the night 





in the bed Of a creek, as we supposed we were near water, 
Dee. SOc on the morning of this day on the banks 
of Gray's Creek, called after him because he was detached on 
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horseback from the party, and found it good water. The third 
day without it. Now for a retrospective glance. “ We started from 
Cooper's Creek, Camp 66, with the intention of going through to 
Eyre’s Creek without water. Loaded with 800 pints of water, 
four riding-camels carried 130 pints, each horse 150, two pack- 
camels 50 each, and 5 pints cach man. | 
Dec, 25, Christmas-day.—Started at four a.m. from Gray's 
Creek, and arrived at a creek which appears to be quite as large 
as Cooper's Creck. At two P.M. Golah-Sing gave some very 
decided hints about stopping by lying down under the trees; 
splendid prospect. 

Dec. 26, Dec, 27, Dee. 28, Dec. 29, followed up the creek until 
it took a turn to the south-east, which I thought rather too much 
to put up with, therefore left it on the morning of the 30th 
December, 12°30, on the road—started at seven o'clock, travelled 
eleven hours. lst, started at 2-20, sixteen and a-balf hours on 
the road, travelled thirteen and a half hours. 

Jan. 1, 1861.—Water. | 

Jan. 2, from King’s Creek,—Eleven hours on the road, Started 
at seven, travelled nme and a half hours; desert. 

Jan. 3.—Five started, travelled twelve hours no minutes. 

Jan. 4.—Twelve hours on the road. 

Jan. 5.—Water at Wills’ or King’s Creek. It is impossible to 
say the time we were up, for we had to load the camels, to pack 
and feed them, to watch them and the horse, and to look for 
water, but] am satisfied that the frame of man never was more 
severely taxed. ae followa an entry for March 28th, com- 
mencing thus, “ March 28th—At the conclusion of” then some of 
the leaves appear to have been torn out from pages 40 to 59, | 

Jan, 13, 1861,—As I find it nmpossible to keep a regular diary, 
I shall jot down my ideas when I have an opportunity and put the 
date. “Upon two occasions, at Cooper's Creek and at King’s 
Creek, on New Year's Day, whenever the natives tried to bully or 
bounce ua and were repulsed, although the leaders appeared to be 
in earnest, the followers and particularly the young ones laughed 
heartily and seemed to be amused at their leaders’ repulse. ‘The 
old fellow at King’s Creck who stuck his spear into the ground 






and threw dust in the air, when I fired off my pistol, ran off in the 
most undignified manner, Names for places i gsi Barry, 
Bindon, : . Nicholson, 






ndon, Lyons, Forbes, Archer, Bennet, Colles, O. 5 
Wood, Wrixon, a Turner, Scratchley, Ligar, Griffith, Green, 






a 


"from Victoria to the Guif of Carpentaria, 487 


sweating and groaning, but we gave them a hot bath in Turner's 
Creek, which seemed to relieve sii very much. At last through 
——the camels bleeding, sweating, and groaning. [Leaves 35 to 89 
torn out, and eight leaves preceding torn out, no marks of writing 
visible on the remnant. Leaves 24 to 33, both inclusive, blank on 
both ates) 

March 28.—At the conclusion of report, it would be well to say . 
that we reached the sea, but we could not obtain a view of the 
open ocean, although we made every endeavour to do so. 

Leavin ‘pentaria—Flour, 83 Ibs.; pork, 3 Ibs.; D. meat, 
35 Ibs; biscuits, 12° Ibs.; rice, 12 Ibs, : sugar, 10 Ibs. [Page 
15 blank.|—Return party from Carpentaria arrived here last 
ight, and found that the D. party had started on the same day. 
e proceed slowly down the creek towards Adelaide by Mount 
Hopeless, and shall endeavour to follow Gregory's track, but we 
are ey yeah, the camels are done wp, and we shall not be able to 
travel faster than 5 miles a day at most. Gray died on the road 
from hunger and fatigue. We all suffered much from hunger, but 
the provisions left here will, 1 think, restore our strength. ¥ 
have discovered a practicable route to Carpentaria, the eb hiat 
ion of which hes in the 140th meridian of east longitude. 

tween this and the Stony Desert there is some good country; 
to the tropic the country is dry and stony; between the tropic 
and Carpentaria a considerable portion is rangy, but it is well 
Watered and richly greated 








es 20 and 21 torn, no writing apparent. | 
pasts 22 and 23 contain a Rij Boca of stores, but without 
“any particular reference to time and place, | 


Journal of Trip from Cooper's Creek towards Adelaide, April, 1861. 
(Transcribed by Mr. Archer.) 

The advance party of the Victorian Exploring Expedition, 
consisting of Burke, Wills, and King (Gray being dead), having 
returned from Carpentaria on the 21st April in an exhausted an 
weak state, and finding that the depot party left at Cooper's Creek 
meceenetes Sit She Leriings wits their horses and camels fresh and 
in good condition, deemed it useless to attempt to overtake them, 
having only two camels, both done up, and being so weak them- 
selves as to be unable to walk more than 4 or 5 miles a day; 

finding alzo that the provisions left at the depit for them wou 

sored ai them to Menindie, started down Cooper's Creek for 
Adelaide, via Mount Hopeless, on the spoching of the 23rd April, 
intending to follow as nearly as possible the route taken by 
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Gregory ; by so doing they hope to be able to recruit themselves 


and the éamels whilst sauntering slowly down the creek, and to 
have-sufficient provisions left to take them comfortably, or at least 
without risk, to some station in South Australia. Their equip- 
ment consists of the following articles:—flour, 50 lbs.; sugar, 
60 lbs; rice, 20]bs.; oatmeal, 60 lbs.; jerked meat, 95 Iba. 
“ginger, lbs. 3 salt, 1 Th, 
fe en ‘follow some native words, with their meanings. | 
"Tuesday, April 23, from Depét.—Having collected together all 
the odds and ends that seemed likely to be of use to us, in addition 
to provisions left in the plant, we started at a quarter past nine 
AM., keeping down the southern bank of the creck. We only 
went about 5 miles, and camped at half-past eleven on a billibong, 
where the feed was pretty good. We find the change of dict 
already making a great improvement in our spirits and strength. 
The weather is delightful, days agreeably warm, but the nights 
very chilly. The latter is more noticeable from our deficiency in 
clothing, the depot party having taken all the reserve things back 
with them to the Darling. To Camp 1. . 
Wednesday, April 24, from Camp 1—As we were about to 
start this morning some blacks came by, from whom we were fortu- 
nate enough to get 12 lbs. of fish for a few pieces of straps and 
some matches, &c. This is a great treat for us, as well as a valu- 
able addition to our rations. We started at a quarter past eight 
P.M., on our way down the creek, the blacks going in the es eR 
direction, little thinking that in a few miles they would be able to 
get lots of pieces for nothing, better than those they had obtained 
from ua. To Camp 2. 
Thursday, April 25, from Camp 2.—Awoke at five o'clock, after 
‘a most refreshing night's rest. The aky was beautifully clear, and 
the air rather chilly. ‘The terrestrial radiation seems to have been 
‘considerable, and a slight dew had fallen, We had acarcely 
finished breakfast when our friends the blacks, from whom we 
obtained the fish, made their appearance with a few more, and 
seemed inclined to go with us and keep up the supply. We gave 
them some sugar, with which they were greatly pleased. * ey - 
are by far the most well-behaved hicks we have seen on Cooper's 
Greek, We did not get*away from the camp until half-past nine 
- aul: vera ea ey cies most uae on Fo the 
_ereek, which keeps a general south-west course. We passed across 
the stony point which abuts on one of the largest water-holes in the 
ereck, and camped at half-past twelve about a mile below the most 
od us part of the rocky path. At this latter place we had an, 
_ tamels fell while crossing the worst part, but we fortunately get 
chien out with only a few cuts and bruises. The water-hole at this 
c 3 3 aaa | 
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high sandy alluvial deposit, which se 
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camp ts a very fine one, being (to Camp 3) several miles long, and 
onanaverage abeout* chains broad. ‘The waterfowl are nume- 


- rous, but rather shy—not nearly so much so, however, as those on 


the creeks between here and Carpentaria; and I am convinced that 

the shyness of the latter, which was also remarked by Sturt, on his 

trip to Eyre’s Creek, arises entirely from the scarcity of animals, 

both human and otherwise, and not from any peculiar mode of, 
catching them that the blacks may have. 

Friday, April 26, from Camp 3.—Last night was beautifully 
calm, and comparatively warm, although the sky was very clear, 
Reloaded the camels by noaaliens this morning, and started at a 
quarter to six. Striking off to the south of the creek, we soon got 
on a native path, which leaves the creck just below the stony 
ground, and takes a course nearly west across a piece of open 
country, bounded on the south by sand-ridges, and on the north 
by the scrubby ground which flanks the bank of the creek at this 

of its course. Leaving the path on the right at a distance of 
$ miles, we turned up a sinall creek which passes down between 
some sand-hills; and, finding a nice patch of feed for the camels 
at a water-hole, we halted at fifteen minutes past seven for break- 
fast. We started again at fifty minutes past nme A.4. Continuing 
our westerly course along the path, we crossed to the south of the 
watercourse above the water, and proceeded over the most splendid 
salt-bush country that one could wish to see, bounded on the left 
by sandhills, whilst to the right the peculiar looking flat-topped 
sandstone ranges form an extensive amphitheatre, through the far 
side of the arena of which may be traced the dark line of creek- 





timber. At twelve o'clock we camped in the bed of the creck, at 


Camp," _our last camp on the road down from the Gulf, having 
taken four days to do what we then did in one, This. comparative 
rest and the change in diet have alao worked wonders, however ; 
the leg-tied feeling is now entirely gone, and I believe that in less 
than a week we shall be fit to undergo any fatigue whatever. The 
camels are improving, and seer capable of doing all that we are 
likely to require of them. To Camp 4. 

Saturday, April 27.—First part of night clear, with a light 
breeze from south. Temperature at midnight, 10° (eaumur ) ; 
towards morning there were a few cir. eum. clouds paeneni aD 
north-east to south-west, but these disappeared before daylight ; 
at five A.M, the temperature was 7:5° (Reaumur).. We started at 
six o'clock, and, following the native path—which at about a mile 

off from. the path, keeping 


* Hlank in wa. | é 
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from the stony rises. Here we 
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well to the south of the creck, in order that we might mess in a 
branch of* it that took a southerly direction, A? twenty minutes 
past nine we came in on the creek again where it runs due south, 
and halted for breakfast at a fine water-hole, with fine fresh feed 
for the camels, Here we remained until noon, when we moved on 
again, and camped at one o'clock on a general course, having been 
throughout the morning south-west 8 miles. ‘The weather is most 
agreeable and pleasant; nothing could be more favourable to us 
up to the present time. The temperature in the shade at half 
ten A.m. was 17°5° (Réaumur), with a light breeze from south, 
and a few small circum. clouds towards the north. I greatly feel 
the want of more instruments, the only things I have left being 
no prism-compass, pocket-compass, and one thermometer 
(Réaumur). To Camp 5. - | 

Sunday, April 28, from Camp 5.—Morning fine and calm, but 
rather chilly. Started at a quarter to five a.m, following down the 
bed of a creek in a westerly direction, by moonlight. us ieee 
was, however, very short; for about a mile one of the 
(Linda) got bogged by the side of a water-hole, and although we 
tried every means in our power, we found it impossible to get him 
out. All the ground beneath the surface was a bottomless quick- 
sand, through whieh the beast sank too rapidly for us to get bushes 
or timber fairly beneath him ; and, being of a very sluggish, stupid 
nature, he oad never be got to make sufficiently strenuous efforts 
towards extricating himself. In the evening, as a last chance, we 
Jet the water in from the creck, so as to buoy him up, and at the 
game time soften the ground about his legs; but it was of no avail. 
Sete lay quietly in it, as if he quite enjoyed his position. To 

Jamp 6, 

Monday, April 29, from Camp 6.—Finding Linda still in the 
hole, we made a few attempts at extricating him, and then shot 
him, and after breakfast commenced cutting off what flesh we could 
get at for jerking. ; 
~ Tuesday, April 30, Camp 6.—Remained here to-day, for the 





purpose ct the meat, for which process the weather is not 
ee [Meteorological note follows. | : 
—, Wednesday, May 1, from ae 6,—Started at twenty minutes 
 to-nine, having loaded our ont camel, Rajah, with the most neces- 
gary and useful articles, and packed up a small swag each of 
bedding and clothing for our own aio. ai We kept on the 
Night bank of the — about a mile, and then eroneatl ners 
_ & Native camp to th where we got on a path running due 
west, the creek having turned to the oat Following the path, , 
‘crossed an open plain, and then sand-ridges, whence we saw the 
ead of us, running nearly south again. ‘The path 
southernmost point of the bend, in a distance of 
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about 24 miles from where we had crossed the creek; thereby 
saving us from 3'to 4 miles, as it cannot be less than 6 nfiles rounc 
by the creek. To Camp 7. . 
Thursday, May 2, Camp 7.—Breakfasted by moonlight, and 
started at half-past six. Following down the left bank of the 
creek in a westerly direction, we came, at a distance of 6 miles, on 
a lot of natives, who were camped on the bed of a creek. They. 
seemed to have just breakfasted, and were most liberal in the 
presentations of fish and cake. We could only return the compli- 
tment by some fish-hooks and sugar. About a mile farther on we 
came to a separation of the creck, where what looked like the main 
branch looked towards the south. This channel we followed ; not, 
however, without some misgivings as to its character, which were 
soon increased by the ‘eanlh. pickicubronnatie appearance that the 
creek assumed. On our continuing along it a little farther it 
bes ute to improve, and widened out with Ene water-holes of con- 
siderable depth. The banks were very steep, and a belt of scrub 
lined it on either side. ‘This made it very inconvenient for tra- 
velling, especially as the bed of the creek was full of water for a 
een de distance. At eleven a.m. we halted until oe 









one P.w., and then moved on again, taking a s.s.w. course for about . 


2 miles; when, at the end of a very long water-hole, it breaks into 

bilibongs, which continue splitting into sandy channels until they 

are all lost in the earthy soil of a box-forest. Seeing little chance of 

water ahead, we turned back to the end of the long water-hole, and 

camped for the night. On a ere Rajah showed signs of 

being done up, He had been trembling greatly all the morning. 
On this account his load was further lightened to the amount of a 
two or three tin plates, ‘To Camp 8. 

Friday, May 8, Camp 8.—Started at 7 a.w., striking off inoa 
northerly direction for the main creek, At 14 mile came to a 
branch which [left unfinished.) To Camp 9. | 

Saturday, May 4, Junction from Camp 9—Night and morning 

. verycold. Sky clear, almost calm; occasionally a light breath nf 
air from south. Rajah appears to feel the cold very much. He 
was so stiff this morning az to be scarcely able to get up with his 
load. Started to return down the creck at 6°45, and halted for 
breakfast at 9 Avs, at the same spot as we breakfasted 








continuad’ to "sendoff billibonge to the south’: 
changing its course each time, until it disappeared 
north-westerly direction. Leaving King with the camel, we went 
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on a mile or two to sce if we could find water; and, being unsne- 
cessful, we’ were obliged to return to where we had breakfasted, 
being -the best place for feed and water. | 

Sunday, May 5, to Camp 10.—Started by myself to recon- 
noitre the country in a southerly direction, leaving Mr. Burke and 
King with the camel at Camp 10, ‘Travelled couth-west by south 
for two hours, following the course of the most southerly billi- 
bongs. Found the earth y soil becoming more loose and cracked 
up, and the box-track gradually dizappearing. Changed course 
to west, for a high sand-ridze, which i reached in one hour and 
a half; and, continuing in the same direction to one still higher, 
obtained from it a good view of the surrounding country. To the 
north were the extensive box-forests, bounding the creek on either 
side; to the east, earthy plains, intersected by watercourses and 
lines of timber, and bounded in the distance by sand-ridges ; to the 
south, the projection of the sand-ridge partially intercepted the 
view; the rest was composed of earthy elaine apparently clothed 
with chrysanthemums ; to the westward, another but bey plain 
was bounded also by high sand-ridyes, running parallel with the 
one on which I was standing. ‘his dreary prospect offering no. 
encouragement -for one to proceed, I returned to Camp 10 by a 
more direct and better route than I had come, passing over some 
good salt-bush land which borders on the billibongs to the west- 

~ ward. [Here follow some meteorological notes. ] 
Monday, May 6, from Camp 10 back to Camp 9.—Moved up 


7 


the creek again to Camp 9, at the junction, to breakfast, and 
remained the day there. The present state of things is not caleu- 
lated to raise our spirits oud The rations are rapidly dimi- 
‘ishing; our clothing, especially the boots, are all going to pieces, 
cand we have not the materials for repairing them properly. The 
eamel is completely done up, and can scarcely get along, although 
he has the best of feed, and is resting half his time. I suppose 
this will end in our having to live like the blacks for a few months. 
, Tuesday, May 7, Camp 9.—Breakfasted at daylight ; but when 
about to start, found that the camel would not rise, even without 

any load on his back, After making every attempt to get him up, 

we were obliged to leave him to himself. Mr. Burke and I started 

down the creck to reconnoitre. At about 11 miles we came to 
some blacks fishing, They gave us come half-a-dozen fish each for 
—_ duneheon, and intimated that if we would go to their camp we 
Should have some more, and some bread. JI tore in two a piece 
= of macintosh-stuif that I had, and Mr, Burke gave one piece, and 
-£ he other, percent he on to their camp, about 3 miles 
farther. They aught a considerable quantity of ‘fish, but 
mest of them jaro: email. I noticed three diffeent’ kintle—a 
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than an eel; the common one, with large coarse scales, termed 
pera; and a deltcious fish, some of which run from 1 pound to 2 
pounds’ weight—the natives call them cawilchi. .On our arrival 
at the camp they led us to a spot to camp on, and soon afterwards 
brought a lot of fish and bread, which they call nardoo. The 
lighting a fire with matches delizhts them, but they do not care 
about having them. In the evening various members of the tribe 
came down with lumps of nardoo and handfuls of fish, until we 
were positively unable to eat any more. They also gave us some 
stuff they call bedgery, or pedgery. It has a highly intoxicating 
effect when chewed even in small quantities. It appears to be the 
dried stems and leaves of some shrub, 

Wednesday, May 8.—Left the blacks’ camp at half-past seven, 
Mr. Burke returning to the junction, whilst proceeded to trace 
down the creek. This I found a shorter task than I had expected, 
for it soon showed signs of running out, and at,the same time kept 
considerably to the north of west. ‘There were several fine water- 
holes within about 4 miles of the camp I had left, but not a drop 
all the way beyond that, a distance of 7 miles, Finding that the 
ereek turned greatly towards the north, J returned to the blacks’ 
encampment; and, as I was about to pass, they invjted me to stay, 
I did so, and was even more hozpitably entertaimed than before, 
being on this occasion offered a share of a gunyah, and supplied 
with plenty of fish and nardoo, as well as a couple of mice fat rata, 
The latter found most delicious, ‘ley were baked in the skins. 
Last. night was clear and calm, but unusually warm. We slept by 
a. fire, just in front of the blacks’ camp, They were very attentive 

Thursday, May 9.—Parted from my friends the blacks at 
half-past seven, and started for aig er secant: oT 

lap pet 10, Camp 9.—Mr. Burke and King employed in 
jerking the camel's flesh, whilst 1 went out to look for the narduo- 
seed for making bread. In this I was unsuccessful, not being able 
to find a single tree of it in the neighbourhood of the camp, 1, 
however, tried boiling the large kind of bean which the blacks call 
padlu; they boil easily, and whe shelled are very aweet, much 
resembling in taste the French chesnut, They are to be found in 


pera gutites yest y everywhere, + | 
Saturday, May 11, ep 9.—To-day Mr, Burke and King 
started down the creek for the blacks’ camp, determined to aseer- 
tain all particulars about the nardoo-seed. L have now my turn at 
the meat-jerking, and must devise some means for trapping the 
birds and rate, which is a pleasant prospect after our dashing trip 
to CADRES having to hang about Cooper's Creek, living like 
the blacks, 
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Sunday, May 12.—Mr, Burke and King returned this morning, 
having been unsuccessful in their search for tht blacks, who, it 
seems, have moved over to the other branch of the creck, Decided 
on moving out on the main creek to-morrow, and then trying to 
find the natives of the creek. 

Monday, May 13.—Shifted some of the things and brought 
them back again; Mr. Burke thinking it better for one to remain 
here with them for a few days, so as to eat the remains of the 
fresh meat, whilst the others went in search of the blacks and 
nardoo, 

Puesday, May 14.—Mr. Burke and King gone up the creek 
to look for blacks, with four days’ provisions, Self employed in 

reparing for a final start on their return, This evening Mr, 
Dike and King returned, having been some considerable distance 
up the creek, and found no blacks. It is now settled that we 
plan the things, and all start together the day after to-morrow, 

‘he weather continues very fine ; the nights calm, clear, and cold, 
and the days clear, with a breeze generally from south, but to-day 
from east, for a change. This makes the first part of the day 
rather cold. When clouds appear they invariably move from west 
to east. * 

Wednesday, May saeearery % 9. Planting the things, and 
preparing to leave the creek for Mount Hopeless, 

TLheursday, May 16.—Having completed our planting, &e., 
started up the creek to the second blacks’ camp, a distance of 
about sigtt miles. Finding our loads rather too heavy, we made 
a small plant here of such articles as could best ‘be spared. 
[Here follow a few meteorological seh | 

friday, May 17, Nardoo.—Started this morning on a blacks’ 
pat veering e creek on our left, our intention being to keep a 
south-easterly direction until we should cut some likely-looking 
ereek, and then to follow it down, On approaching the foot of 
the first sandhill, King caught eight in the flat of some nardoo 
seeds, and we soon found that the flat was covered with them, 
‘This discovery caused somewhat of a revolution in our feelings, for 
we considered that with the knowledge of this plant we were in a 
position to support ourselyes, even if we were destined to remain 

on the creek and wait for assistance from town. Crossing some 
___‘-Saind-ridges running north and south, we strack into a creek which 
«uns out of Cooper's Creek, and followed it down. At about five 
__ tiles we came to a large water-hole, beyond which the water 

_ Solirse Tuns out on extensive flats and earthy plains, Calm night; 

_ ‘S*y cleared towards morning, and it areten yeold, A light » 
_ -‘Sasterly breeze sprang up at sunrise, but soon died awa again. 
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day. There was ey a light breeze from south, but 
during the greater portion of the day it was quite calm. Fine 
halo around the sun in the afternoon. . 
Saturday, May 13, Camp 16.—[No entry except the following 
meteorological entry on an opposite page, which may probably 
refer to this date.) Calm night, sky sometimes clear and some- 
times partially overcast with veil-clouds. 
Sunday, May 19.—[No entry beyond this citation of date, 
Monday, May 20.—{ No entry beyond this citation of date. 
ang eae May 21, Creek.—| No entry beyond this citation of 
Wednesday, May 22, Cooper's Creek.—([No entry beyond 
citation of date. ] = wet oe F date. 
Lhursday, May 23.—{ No entry beyond this citation of date. 
Friday, Muy 24.—Started with hing to celebrate the Queen's 
warps eg fetching from Nardoo Creek what is now to us the 
staff of life. Returned ata little after two p.., with a fair supply, 
but find the collecting of the seed a slower and more troublesome 
process than could be desired. Whilst picking the seed, about 
eleven o'clock A., both of us heard distinctly the noise of an 
explosion, as if of a gun, at some considerable distance. We 
supposed it to have been a shot fired by Mr. Burke; but on 
returning to the camp, found that he had not fired nor heard the 
noise. ‘Lhe sky was partially overcast with high cum.-str, clouds, 
and a light breeze blew from the east, but nothing to indicate a 
thunderstorm in any direction, 


Saturday, May 25.—[ No entry beyond this. } 

Sunday, May na No cry began aces 

Monday, May 27.—Started up the creek this morning for the 

] leposit journals and a record of the state of 

“aching the sandhills below where Landa was 

Never saw such an abundance of the seed before. The ground in 
somne parts was quite black with it. ‘There were only two or three 
gins and children, and they directed me on, as if to their camp, in 

* the direction I was before going; but [ had not gone far over the 
first sandhill inet I _— tapas about twenty blacks, co 
on taking me to their camp, and promising any quantity of 
nardoo and fish. On my going with them, one: churie tne aida 
and another insisted on taking my swag, in such a friendly manner 
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suddenly stops, but in the margin of the opposite page are written 

the names of several natives, ea certain ace 9 with their 

meanings in English. | 

Luesday, Muay 23.—Left the blacks’ camp, and proceeded up 
the creek, Obtained some mussels near where Landa died, and 
halted for breakfast. Still feel very unwell from the effects of the 
| -constipation of the bowels. The stools are exceedingly painful. 

After breakfast travelled on to our third camp coming déwn. 

| Puy to Blowr [sic]. | 

Wednesday, May 29.—Started at seven o'clock, and went on to 
the duck-holes, where we breakfasted coming down. Halted 
there at thirty minutes past nine for a feed, and then moved on, 

At the stones saw a lot-of crows quarrelling about something near 

the water. [ound it to be a large fish, of which they had eaten a 

considerable aaa Finding it quite fresh and good, I decided 

the quarrel by taking it with me. It proved a most valuable 
addition to my otherwise scanty supper of nardoo-porridge. This 
evening I camped very comfortably in a mia-mia, about eleven 
miles trom the depOt. The night was very cold, although not 
entirely cloudless. A brisk easterly breeze sprang up in the 
morning, and blew freshly all day. In the evemmg the sky 
| clouded in, and there were one or two slight showers, but nothing 

; to wet the ground. 

Thursday, May 30.—RKeached the depot this morning, at eleven 
oclock. No traces of any one, except blacks, having been here 
since we left. Deposited some journals, and a notice of our 
present condition. Started back in the afternoon, and camped at 

| the first water-hole. Last night being cloudy, was unusually 

warm and pleasant. | 

| Sg Oe 31.—Decamped at thirty minutes past seven, 

| having first breakfasted. Passed between the sandhills at nine, 

aud reached the blanket mia-mias at twenty minutes to eleven; 

g from there proceeded on to the rocks, where I arrived at half-past 

7 one, having delayed about half an-hour on the road in gathering 
some portulac, It had been a fine morning, but the sky now 

;, became overcast, and threatened to set in for a steady rain; and 

a 


as I felt very weak and tired, I only moved on about a mile 
farther, and camped ina sheltered gully, under some bushes. 
Night clear and very cold. No wind. Towards morning eky 
became slightly overcast with cirro-str. clouds, am 

_ Saturday, June 1,—Started at a quarter to eight aw, Passed 
the duck-holes at ten a.m., and my second camp up at two P.M., 
having rested in the mean time about forty-five minutes. Thought. 
CH) | her too weak and exhausted ; am 
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fact, had extreme difficulty in getting across the numerons little 
gullies, and was ‘at last obliged to camp from sheer fatigue. 
Night alternately clear and cloudy, with occasional showers 

Sunda nday, June 2.—Started at falf-past six, thinking to break- 
fast at the blacks’ camp, below Landa's grave ; found myself very 
much aged, and did not arrive at their camp until ten A.w., aad 
then found myself disappointed as to a good breakfast, the camp 
being delist Having rested awhile, and caten a few fish-bones, 
T moved down the creek, hoping by a late march to be able to 
reach our own camp, but ] sion found, from my extreme weakness, 
that that would be out of the question. A certain amount of 
good luck, however, still stuck to me, for, on going along by a 
large water-hole, I was so fortunate as to find a large fish, about a 
pound and a-half in weight, which was just bemg choked by 
another which it had tried to swallow, but which had stuck in its 
throat. I soon had a fire lit, and both of the fish cooked and 
eaten. ‘The large one was in good condition, Moving on again 
after my late breakfast, I passed Camp 67 of the journey to 
tad and camped for the night under some polygonum- 

ishies. 


_ Monday, June 3.—Started at seven o'clock, and, keeping on 
the south bank of the creek, was rather encouraged, at about three 
miles, by the sound of numerous crows a-head ; presently, fancied 
I could ‘see smoke, and was shortly afterwards set at my ease by 
hearing a cooey from Pitchery, who stood on the opposite bank, 
and directed me around the lower end of the water-hole, continually 
repeating his assurance of abundance of fish and bread. Having 
path that led to the camp, 1 was conducted by the chief to a fire, 
where a oa pile of Sih were just being cooked in the most 
approved style. These I ficapined to be for the general consump- 
tion of the half-a-dozen natives gathered around, but it turned 
out that they had already had their breakfast. I was expected to 
dispose of this lot—a task which, to my own astonishment, | soon 
gecomplished, keeping two or three blacks pretty steadily at work 
extracting the bones for me. The fish bene lisposed of, next 
came a supply of nardoo-cake and water, uptil I was so full as to 
be unable to eat any more, when Pitchery allowing me a short 
time to recover myself, fetched a large bow! of the raw nardoo- 
that gt bs to esteem a great delicacy. I was then invited 
to stop the night there, but this I declined, and proceeded on my 
way homie. 

Cahnidagh June 4.—Started for the blacks’ camp, intending to 
test the practicability of living with them, and to see what | could 
learn as to their ways and manners, 
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Wednesday, June 5.—Remained with the blacks. Light 2 rain 
during the | ter part of the night, and mord or less 
the day, in showers. Wind blowing in squalls from south, 

Thursday, June 6.—Returned to our own camp; found that 
Mr. Burke and King had been well supplied with fish by the 
blacks. Made preparation for shifting our camp nearer to theirs 
on the morrow. 

Friday, June 7.—Started in the afternoon for the blacks’ cam 
with = h things as we could take ; found ourselves all very wea 
in spite of the abundant supply of fish that we have late ly had. 
I myself could scarcely get along, although carrying the lightest 
swag—only about aie pounds, Found that the blacks had 
decamped, so determined on proceeding to-morrow up to the next 
camp, near the nardoo-field. 

Saturday, June 8—With the greatest fatigue and difficulty 
we reached “the nardoo-camp. No blacks, greatly to our wg lene 
‘ment. Took | session of the best mia-mia, and rested for the 
remainder of the day. 

_ Sunday, June 9.—King and I proceeded to collect nardoo, 
leaving Mr. Burke at home. 

Monday, June 10,—Mr. Burke and King collecting nardoo ; 
| self at home, too weak to go out. Was fortunate enough to shoot 
A crow. 

[ Here follow i meteorological notes, which appear to relate 
to another period. 

Tuesday, June 11.—King out for nardoo, Mr. Burke up the 
: ereek to look for the blacks. 

. Wednesday, Jane 12.—King out collecting nardoo, Mr. Burke 
= 





and Lat home, pounding and cleaning. 1 still feel myself, if any- 
thing, weaker in the At ii although the nardoo appears to be more 

thoroughly (?) diges 
| Dhue at Hy ; (emsery 13.—Last night the sky was erat clear, and 
| the air rather cold, but nearly calm; a few cir.-str. hung about 
the north-east horizon during’ the first part of the might, Mr. 
Burke and King out for nardoo. Self weaker than ever, scarcely 
able to go to the water-hole for water. Towards afternoon cir. 
ta Siok: cir-str. began to appear, moving northward ; scarcely 

any apiwiha all day. 
- Friday, June 14.—Night alternately clear and cloud bee 

‘eum. and cum.-st. moving northwards ; no wind, beautifull 

ole for ‘the: time of year; in the morning some heavy Joutiete y sere 
horizon. King out for nardoo; | SD Te Mr. 
Burk and T eb eatn unding and clea [ wealer 
than ev -ora§ specu perro fog tegidaing, tee 


Very stew the legs. sl 
| Baturdan "Jen a ae calm, and cold morning. 
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tery fine, with a light breath of air from north-east. King out 
fiance broudie is a fine supply. Mr. Burke and | pounding 
and cleamme. He finds himself vetting very weak, and [ am'not 
abit stronger. IT have determined on beginning to chew tobacco 
and eat less nardoo, in hopes that it may induce some change in 
the system. I have never yet recovered from the effects of the 
ben pore! and the passage of the stools is always exceedingly ° 
painful. 

Sunday, June 16.—Wind shifted to north, clouds moving from 
west to cast; thunder audible two or three times to the south- 
ward ; sky becoming mean overcast, with an occcasional shower 
about nine A.M. We finished up the remains of the Rajah for 
dinner yesterday. _King was fortunate enough to shoot a crow 
this morning, ‘The rain kept all hands in pounding and cleaning 
seed during the morning. The weather idoakea up towards the 
middle of the day, and a brisk breeze sprang up in the south, 
lasting till near sunset, but rather irregular in its force. —Distant- 
thunder was audible to westward and southward frequently-during 
the afternoon, 

Monday, June 17.—Night very boisterous and stormy. ‘North- 
- erly wind blowing in squalls, and heavy showers of rain with 

thunder in the north and weet. Heavy clouds moving rapidly 
from north to south; gradually clearing up during the morning, 
the wind continuing equally during the day from west and north 
west. King out in the afternoon for nardoo. 

Tuesday, June 18.—Exceedingly cold night. Sky clear, se 
breeze, very chilly and changeable; very heavy dew. After 
aera becoming more dense, and assuming the form of cum-st. 
Wilnin Jaedteminron at ide 

Wednesday, June 19.—Night calm; sky during fir rt over- 
cast with eset: clouds, most of nba fr aves -pouaiaa 
morning, leaving the air much colder, but the sky remaimed more 
or less hazy all night, and it was not nearly as cold as last night. 
sAbout eight o'clock a strong southerly wind sprang up, which 
enabled King to blow the dust out of our nard but made 
me too weak to render him any assistance, 

Tiersday, June 20.—Night and morning very cold, sky clear. 
I am sotmpletoly reduced by the effects of the cold and starvation. 


King gone out for nardoo. Mr. Burke at home cere. seed ; 
be finds himself getting very weak in the legs. King holds out 
by far the best; the food seems to agree with him pretty well. 
Linding the sun come out pretty warm towards noon, I took a 
ponging alf over, but it seemed to do little good beyond the - 
dacciog effects, for my weakness is so great that I could not do it 
with proper expedition. I cannot understand ver nardoo at all ; 
k 2 
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it certainly will not agree with me in any form. We are now 
redueed to it alone, and we manage to get from four to five 
pounds per day between us. The stools it causes are enormous, 
and seem greatly to exceed the quantity of bread consumed ; 
it is very slightly altered in appearance from what it was when 
eaten. 

Friday, June 21.—Last night was cold and -clear, winding up 
with a strong wind from north-east in the morning. I feel mue 
weaker than ever, and can scarcely crawl out of the mia-mia, 
Unless relief comes in some form or other, I cannot possibly last 
more than a fortnight. It is a great consolation, at pak in this 
position of ours, to know that we have done all we could, and 
that our deaths will rather be the result of the mismanagement of 
others than of any rash acts of our own. Had we come to grief 
elsewhere, we could only have blamed ourselves: but here we 
are, returned to Cooper's Creek, where we had every reason to 
look for provisions and clothing; and yet we have to die of 
starvation, in spite of the explicit instructions given by Mr. Burke, 
that the depot party should await our return, and the strong 
recommendation to the Committee that we should be followed s 
by a party from Menindie. About noon a change of wind took 
place and it blew almost as hard from the west as it did previously 
rom the north-east. A few cir-cum, continued to pass over 

Saturday, June 22,—Night cloudy and warm. Every an - 
ance of rain. Thunder once or twice during the night. Clouds 
moving in an easterly direction. Lower atmosphere perfectly 
calm. There were a few drops of rain during the mght; and m 

* the morning, about 9 a.w., there was ores prospect of more rain 
until towards noon, when the sky cleared up for a time. Mr. 
Burke and King out for nardoo, The former returned much 
fatigued. Iam so weak to-day as to be unable to get on my feet. 
_ Sunday, June 23.—All hands at home. I am so weak: as to 
be incapable of crawling out of the mia-mia, King holds out 
well, but Mr, Burke finds himself weaker every day. ; 
Monday, June 24.—A fearful night. At about an hour before 
sunset a southerly gale sprang up and continued throughout the 
greater portion of the night; the cold was intense, and it seemed 
as if one would be shrivelled up, Towards morning it fortunately 
lulled a little, but a strong cold breeze continued till near sunset, 
after which it became perfectly calm. King went out for nardoo, 
in spite of the wind, and came in with a good load, but he himself 
termbly cut up, He says that he can no longer keep up the work, 
_andas he and Mr. Burke are both getting rapidly «weaker, we 
have but a slight chance of anything but starvation, unless we can 
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Tuesday, June 23 [sic]—Night calm, clear, and intensel 
told, especially tdwards morning, Near daybreak King reported 
seeing 2 moon in the east, with a haze of light stretching up from 
it: he declared it to be quite as large as the moon, and not dim at 
the edges, I am so west that any attempt to get a oh of it was 
out of the question; but I think it must have been Venus in the 
zodiacal light that he saw, with a corona around her. Mr. Burke * 
and King remain at home cleaning and pounding seed. They 
are both getting weaker every day. The cold ae the deuce 
with us, from the small amount of clothing we have. My ward- 
robe consists of a wide-awake, a merino shirt, a régatta-shirt with- 
out sleeves, the remains of a pair of flannel trousers, two pairs of 
socks in rags, and a waisteoat of which I have managed to keep 
the pockets together. The others are no better off Tesides 
these, we have between us, for bedding, two small camel-pads, 
some horsehair, two or three little bits of rag, and pieces of oil- 
cloth saved from the fire. The day turned out nice and warm. 
Wednesday, June 24 [sic|.—Calm night; sky overcast with 
hazy cum.-strat. clouds. ‘An easterly breeze sprang up towards 
morumg, making the air much colder, After sunrise there were 
indications of a clearing up of the sky, but it soon cluded in 
again, the upper current continuing to move in an easterly 
direction, whilst a breeze from the east and north-east blew pretty 
regularly throughout the day. Mr, Burke and King are pre- 
pore fo go.up the creek in search of the blacks. ‘They will 
ve me some nardoo, wood and water, with which I must do the 
best I can until they return, I think this is almost our only 
chance. I feel myself, if anything, rather better, but 1 cannot 
say stronger. The nardoo is begiming to agree better with me ; 
but without some change I see little shes or any of us, They 
have both shown great hesitation and reluctance with regard to 
leaving me, and have repeatedly desired my candid opinion in the 
matter. I could only repeat, however, that I considered it our 
only chance, for I could not last long on the nardoo, even if a 


| sappy could be kept ai 

* Thursday, June 25 [sic]|—Cloudy, calm, and comparatively 
warm night, clouds almost stationary. In the morning a gentle 
breeze from east. Sky ally cleared wp during the day, 
making it pleasantly warm and bright; it remained clear duri 
the afternoon and evening, offering every prospect of a clear 


Priday: June 26 [sie}—Clear cold night, a breeze from 
pleasant; Mr, 
y 








the east, day beautifully warm and pleasant; Mr. Burke suffers 

tly from the cold, and is getting extremely weak; he and 
King start to-morrow oo « for the blacks: it is the 
only chance we have of being saved from starvation. J am weaker 


than ever [sic], although I have a g appetite and relish’ the 
snardoo ele). @ it ae to give cons SLL and the birds 
f here are so shy as not to be got at, Even if we got a good supply 
of fish, I doubt whether we could do much work on them an the 
nardoo alone. Nothing now but the greatest good luck can save 
any of us; and as for myself, I may live four or five days if the 
. weather continues warm. My pulse is at forty-eight, and very 
| weak, and my legs and arms are nearly skin and bone. I can 
: only look out, like Mr. Micawber, “ for something to turn up;” 
but starvation on nardoo is by no means yery unpleasant, but for 
the weakness one feels, and the utter inability to move oneself, for, 
as far as appetite is concerned, it gives me the greatest satisfaction, 
Certainly, fat and sugar would be more to one’s taste: im fact, 
those seem to me to be the great stand by for one in this extra- 
ordinary Continent ; not that I mean to depreciate the farinaceous 
food, but the want of sugar and fat in all substances obtainable 
here is go great that they become almost valueless to us as articles 

b of food, without the addition of something else. 


iq (Signed) W. J. WIits. 
4 - [Tn the Inst four days it will be observed that the dates are wrongly sinted, 
. Doubtless the me oly situation of the party had in some degree affected 


the writer, The journal was kept ino note-book which waa completely filled 





4 ups the signature being attached at the bottom of the last page, The journal 
f closes On the 27th June; and about four days afterwards, King having leit 
a Burke dead on the route, returned to the hut and found that Wills also had 
% acpired.] 


Myr. Wills's Astronomical Observations on his Return from Carpentaria 
lo Cooper's Creek, 

Trae observations consist of a series of sextant measures, for latitude, 
chronometer errors, and Iunar distances, with two observations of the ecli pace 
af Jupiter's satellites, The latitude olwervations I think were all approxi- 
mately computed by himself, for the positions of the camps as laid down on 
his chart correspond very closely in that respect with those that have since 
‘been computed carefully from his observations. But, as regards the longitude, 
his chart positions [ elise to be “ by account,” or “dead reckoning.” | 













northern part of the continent is a matter of consider interest and im- 
portance, the few ar oa Riga the determination have been 
very rigoronaly compute: Bi Saige jally as, although they ap ar to hove beem 
vet with every care possible, their results differ Ee ak from. the 
Thin expecially fortunate that on the dates on which Mr. Wills made bis 
Tuner. ions, the moon's places were obtained both at the Greenwich and 

m observatories (having received observations made at Green- 
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As the question of the longitude at which the Expedition reached the 
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from the observations, a om the other return camps, observations for latitude 


only were obtained, paitions in that particular are laid down with 
shfholent noctracy Mr. Wi chart :— 


Camp CXIX.—Northeramost camp Lat, 17 53 385, 


Long, 140 69 30 E, 
ye  IiL—Return, Feb. 17 .. Lat 18 16 305, 
Long. 141 25 OF 
“ IV.—Retarn, Feb. 18 «. Lat 18 23 165. 
Long. 141 15 12 E, 


oF ALT.—RHeturn, Feb, 2 3 36, =Lat 9 13 47 8 
Long. 140 655 15 E. 


Ronerr L. J. Eciesy, Government Astronomer, Xe. 


No observations made on the journey from Cooper's Creek to Carpentaria have 
come to hand, 

Memorandum for tha information of His Excellency Sir H, Barkly. 

‘Tt will be seen that Mr, Wills did not reduce his observations for Longite | 
or he would not have i iotiad his route on the Exploration Chart, for 
herewith, in the way he has done, at Camp 5 (K.) Return, Thia C Camp, by 
the reduction of his chservations at the W iitiaicetirer Observatory, Ww 
very much to the enstward of hia route, as plotted by himself, 22 24’ miles and 
12 seconds, But your Excellency will be ploased to ‘ie that the differences 
between his own Map and the Astronomical Observations, as reduced at the 
Williamstown Observatory, are reduced to 3} miles at the Northern extrens 
of the route at the shores of the Gulf of Carpentaria, and leave no: ble 
doubt as to its having been Flinders River which the Exploration reached. 


6. W. ¥. Lagos, Surveyor-General, 
Inatructions to Leader. 












Stab ah ges it” ‘ 


SmI eon Ainectid by the ‘hbnin ten to the instructions ani 
were vila tere ee in connection ° Sc netiec wide aerated 
o you as Leader of the party now organized to explore the interior of 


Australin, 
The Committee having decided wpon Cooper's Creek, of Sturt's, as the basis 
of your tage that you will re thither, form ye of pro- 





Yot te Maes ante nts oF carisiag ts died te «yaa oe caite 
Mount MePherson, which seems to the Committee to be best point of 


the 
departure frm this river for Cooper's Crock ; and while the main body of the 
arty is proceeding to that point you may | her opportunities. of 
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In your r further progress from Mount McPherson towards Cooper's Creek, 
the Committes also desires that you should make cama aeonst rien 
. and left with the same object. . 

The ob of the Committee in direct 
you should explore the country int 
: 






it 
south of the Gulf of Neate avoiding, ns far aa practi 
on the west, and Gr "s down the Victoria on the east. 
To this object the Committee wishes you to devote your energies in the first 
ce; but should you determine the impracticability of this route, you are 


ls 


desired to turn westward into the country recently discovered by Stuart, and. 
connect his farthest point northward with Gregory's farthest Southern Explo- 
ration in 1856 (Mount Wilson), 
In from Cooper's Creeek to Stuart's Country, you may find the 
Balt, ‘arahes an obstacle to the progress of the camels ; if Bo, it is supposed 
ou will be able to avoid these marshea by turning to the northward as far as 
iyre's Creek, where there is permanent water, and going then westward to 
‘Stuart's farthest. 
Should you, however, fail in connecting the two points of Stuart's and 
Gregory's farthest, or should you ascertain that this apace has been alrendy 
traversed, You are requested | i possible to connect your ox plorations with 
: ‘those of the younger Gregory, in the vicinity of Mount Gould, atid thenes you 
- might proceed to Sharks’ Bay, or down the river Murchison to the settlements 
in Western Australia. 
This country would afford the means of recruiting the strength of your 
« eek bev y, and you might, after a delay of five or six months, be enabled, with the 
is ledge of the country you shall have previously acquired, to return by a 
ore direct route through South Australia to Melbourne. 
7 tae you should, however, have been successful in connecting Stuart's with 
| Gregory's farthest point in 1856 i oc Wilson), and your party should be 
ss equal.to the task, you would probably find it possible from thence to reach the 
gon try discovered by the younger Gregory ry. 
7 ‘The Committes is fully aware of the dificulty of the country you are called 
on, to traverse, and in giving you these instructions has placed these roubes 
loo nore a4.an indication of what it has been deemed desirable to. have 
accomplished: than as indicating any exact course for you to pursue. 

The Committee considers you will find « better and o safer guide in the 
natural features of the country through which you will have to pass. Far all 
‘useful and practical purposes it will better be for you and the object of 
ture settlement that you should follow the watercourses and the it 
‘yielding herbage, than pursue any route which the Committee might be 
to sket h out from an imperfect map of Australia. 
‘The Committee intrust you with the largest discretion as regards sina : 
of depots, and your movements generally, but request that beet ay 
‘your routes as Foe iguamnese as possible, by leaving reco - 


building li nts a8 possibl sowing Ite | 
Eniting cscs, sod mark ae . 
With reference to financial+subjects ; you will be furnished with a letter of. 


‘mathority. to give orders on the reaurer Sor the payment of any stores or. 
eit trunap sheep, or horses you may require; and you will not 
; the ‘Treasurer from time to time with detailed accounts of the 

es for which you have given such orders in payment. 

th person of the party will be allowed to give authority for half of his 

Sevier nid et is. m my soon muy itto receive 
J cage his ty eae Maa effect that he ® 


you, will make arrangements for dn. exsch 
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stile pan tempat aergplene mm diot ania eigen < 8= 

Has a ance 

“The Committee nests that you would address all your communion 
- tions on saljeots ‘onekesin seish the exploration to the Honorary 

and that all pate. you should forward their communications on 
the same subject through 

You wil ease full reports fo be farnished by your oficers on any eubjec of 
Interest, and forward them to Melbourne as often as may be practicable 
without retarding the progress of the expedition, . 

The Cotutlttes has caused the inclosed set of instructions to be drawn 
jee asides bs ache ci aftoneabloteoisobe, anid arar'ave weqeneted 
each of the gentlemen a copy of the part more particularly relating to his 


department, 
I have the honour to be, Bir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) Joux MacaDAM, M.D , 
Ronent O'Hara Bonne, Esq, Honorary Secretary, £.C., 0.5.7. 


Leader, Victorian Exploring Expedition, 





Mr. Burke's Despatch from Torowotto. 
(Received Std December, 1860.) 
Torewotto, October 29th, 1860, 
8in,—I have the honour to report that T left Menindie on the 19th instant, 


with the party 2s per margin and Mr, Wright, who had kindly volunteered to_ 


show me a practicable route towards Cooper's Creck, for a distance of a 
hundred miles from the Darling; and he has more than fulfilled his promise, 
for we have now travelled for upwards of two hundred miles, generally 
through a fine shecp-grazing country, and we have not had any ifficulty 
about water, as we found creeks or water-holes, many of them having every 

distances never exceeding twenty 












at the mie of twen 
Wannaminta to 
try, and | ry 
ry well nocd feck the wi 
te (ets ce rt oe ee ! 
awampy. course it is impossib Yor ma to aay what effect an ually 
dry summer would produce th nronghout this country, or whether we are now 


traveling in an unustally favourable semon or not I describe things as [ 
Mr, Wright returns from here to Menindie. [informed himn thet T ghost 
: bara abira, Othe ot ie eee eile acl ae tea 

Committee, from the day of our de ‘ture from Menindie, and 1 that they: 
will confirm the appointment. the mean time | have instructed him to 
oto oa apt rot opie cer rae haere take 
sa Laban Yo ee nas vengadliteany aunionghs was teste’ 


delay, and he haa positively refused to leave the settled districts. I am 
* willing toglmit that he did soedag ot De: yet penta eee pimirie 
overcame him: bat those fears, I think, clearly show how unfit he is for h 
ost, Mf Mr. Wright is allowesl to fol follow out the instructions T have «fae 
m, J am confident that the result will be satisfactory ; and if the Commitjteg 
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think proper to make inquiries with regard to him, they will find that he is 
well qualifie) for his sera that he bears the very high disp yok be ob cei IL 
shall on from bere to Cooper’ mire ar fo 
send ee pee ple eg pi not ba 
| ut to divide the party : s the natives hore bare ve told 3 that wo 
shall meet with ition on our way there. Perhaps Fe find it: 
advisable to leave a sc pig eer 
to examine the: Saaiee itt under any circumatances il is ; 


that we should be soon wed up. I consider myself very fortunate in 

having Mr. Wills as my second in command; he is a capital officer, zealous 

and untiring in the ormanc: of his duties. and J trust that ho will remnin 

my second a5 as ; am in charge of the expedition. The men all conduct 
themeclves admirably, and they are all most anxious to go on; but the 
| ecco ger pam rely upon it that I shall go on steadily and carefully , and 
your bot to lose a chance or to run any Unnecessary 1. 


I have the henour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient: servant, 
It. O'Hara Boner, Leader, 
P. §.—The two blacks and four horses go back with Mr. Wright. 
Ir, Macavam, Secretary. 
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Mr, Burke's Despatch from Cooper'a Creek. 
(Received 30th June, 1861.) 

| Cooper's Creek, 15th December, 1800, 
pes have the honour to report that the expedition under my command 
left ‘Torowotto on the 81st of October, and arrived at Cooper's Creek on the 
1ith November, men, horses, and camels well. The road from Torgwotto to 
Wright's Creek is but from Wright's Creck to the point where we 
| rs Creek it is in some places very stony, althongh not by any 
means impracticable. _ From the 11th of November we travelled slowly down 
the creek until the 20th of November, in order to recruit the strength of the 
animals, On the 20th we arrived at what I considered to be an eligible spot 
a oo depit, and we remained there (Camp 63) until the Sth instant, when 
= iven out by the rats, and obliged to remove lower down, to the 

| lace fro whence I now write (Camp 65), and where I have permanently 


Tilted vpn this creek is good, and the horses and camels have greatly 
improved in condition ; but the flies, mosquitoes, and rats whieh abound here 
nder it very disagreeable summer residence. 

From Gam 63 we made frequent excursions in order to endesvour ber 
décondanoe 9 unt track to find o fd speangcr or 1, between 






















hal ave cu uo, i g the Tae season, OF sinking walls: Ate the satires 
which is we Rage having 
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country for want of water, 
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a a ie Bee et Nay diboal  tnnel evens 
ina, Which ev , in fine weather, are very difficult to travel ei bat 
See are wet weather, they must bo quite impassable for horse 

T have therefore left instructions for the officer in charge of ee party, 
which I expect will shortly arrive here, to endeavour during my absence to 
find a better and shorter route between the depét (Camp 65) and Wright's 
Creek, or between the depbt and the Darling. I proceed on to-morrow with 
the party as per margin to Eyre 4 Creek, and from thonce I shall endeavour to 

the country to the north of it, in the direction of Carpentaria; ane it 

is my intention to return here within the next three months at latest. 

I shall leave the party which remain here under the charge of Mr. i. 
whom I have every confidence. The pak Maer Ets there is no danger to 

pprehend shrine rf aSietrc saab ie nw y managed ; and thero-ia, 
therciore, nothing to prevent the party remaining here nntil our return, or 
until their provisions run short, 

I did not intend to start so soon, but we have had some severe thunder 
storma lately, with overy appearance of a heavy fall of rain to the north, and 
as [ have fven the other route a fair trial, 1 do not wish to lose so favourable 








mn tunity 
@ are alli in goad health, and the conduct of the men has been admirable. 
Mr, Wills co-operates cordially with me, He is a most zealous and efficient 


officer. I have promoted Mr. Brahé to the rank of offices —the position he is 
now placed in rendered it absolutely necessary that I should do so. He ia 
well qialidied for the post, and I hope the Committee will confirm the 


app intment. 
have given instructions to Mr. Brahé to forward this letter by the first 
opportunity. i> 
1 bave the honour to be, Sit, 
Your most obedient servant, 


" R. OHana Boke, Lender. 









, aaa to venture aa 

followed at 2 ru, yaa r. ‘etghinan a an 
Mr. Docker and. cau Sete rye 
occt n packin; ui Ng, hear horse throwin lon, 
nnd age : Emel the | thus ance Smith was 
Spciat ts a belt re ety ae 








following weekly scale of rations per man :—Flour, 7 Iha.; meat, 7 Ibs., salt or 
| dried; sugar, 1plb.; tea, Soe.; with preserved vegetalples, rice, &ec,, “at 
discretion. ‘Thermometer at 2 P.2., pork hopes 
Monday, 26th, Pamamoroo Lake—In consequence of the oe heat and 
: et planet enor rope 9a GY for three or four days, 1 decided 
: ae m trave at ni instructed the party to prepare for 4 move o 
: | ttle before pa gh breakfast Dick, the tie atts had shown on 
| dsectsiccnsioan Pacaitiee eo ay ave borrowed a clean shirt and them 
: bolted. His inwiilingness to accompany the party arose from his fear of the 
natives, and was to be regretted, as bianca deprived us of our only inter- 
preter. At 10 a.m. the Sharmacboler stood at 104 degrees in the shade, and 
at 2 pm, had risen to 112 degrees, At a quarter to 6 o'clock commenced 
ue Sap started at 9 pm,, with the rise of the full moon. The horses 
were followed by the camels, both wee ae Burke's —_ 
which waa well marked from the recent trip o ler to 
Continued travelling all night, the men walking and greatly fatigued. 
Tweadoy, 20h. Coorkerega, or Kokriega.—At 7 am. the horses arrived at 
the hase of a rocky range, 25 miles north-west of the Darling, and camped in 
close to the main track, A large cave, adorned with native drawings, and 
covered with the marks of various visitors, furnished an acceptable shelter from 
, ching heat; and at § a.m. the whole party were recruited by the arrival 
of Dr. Beckler with the camels, Water being very scarce, owing to the evapo- 
ration from our leathern water-b Hodgkinson and Smith set to work 
epi out a well about 100 yards from the mouth of the cave. Ino short 
time water jced to percolate through the sand, and ultimately several 
buckets of a rather nauseous Bong desirable fluid were obtained, 1 then 
had another well sunk higher up the glen, and fortunately succeeded in 
; . bucket 2 water for ony of our horses, together with . ber 
supply for personal use. About @ P.at. a cool breeze sprang up, but the 
horses suffered greatly from want of water, huddling round the well, and 
| refusing to feed. until near surlset, when they scrambled up the rocks and 
be travelled along the crest of the range. Though there is no permanent water at 
4) Coorkerega, and in fnct none nearer than the Drling, except at Tare a 
the worn-out cavities of the rocks furnish shelter to numerous mare 
animals, more particularly to a species of rock wallaby, termed wanguroo by 
the natives, and to the best of my betel tak found southward of the Darling. 
Lshould, however, be infringi ging cn province of the naturalist were I to 
furnish a detailed description of this vateuating animal ; but I sag state that 
J called Mr. Becker's attention to several which were shot by Mr, Hodgkinson 
the progress of his party. 
Wednesday, 30th.—Omn searching for the horses at dawn, it was found they 
Se strayed considerably. eee and Hodgkinson started in’ quest of them, 
. Beckler, Belooch, and the cook packed the camels, and had suk 9 comnts 
their task when cfasces setcened with one horse, and stated that he had 
ol lewe crnisenacted ‘tad he caught one; the others, rep wre: 
sight, ge ag Giving instructions to Dr. Beckler to 
move.on wi the eanicls to Blip, © next § , 1 saddled the borse thus 
seen eee in and a after the o It was dark ere they 


of Bip, a ing two water-baga haa beet 
, Darling. Dr, Beckler camped at Bilpa, 
torm, accompanied by rain, had had broken to 

soma a dre a nw Distance « 


ve miles. | 
me Started at dawn, and reached Bilpa with the 
d the camels packed and just about to start. Kept 
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Hodzkinson to assist in watering the horses; and told Dr. Beckler to move on 
to’ Hatoja, cighteer miles in front. The water remaining in eerie of 
water-bazs sent hero from the Darling filled about fifteon buckets of seven 
— each, but was nanssous to the taste, being tainted by the amell from 
the camel tarpantings with which it was mae red. We were only too 
however, to drink it, and to have the opportunity of givin each horse abo 
two gallons. Aa there were two other pairs of bags at Batoja, I decided 
upon losing no time in going there, and immediately the horses were watered 
started for that spot, keeping Mr. Burke's track, and travelling over eighteen 
miles of uninteresting and arid sandhills, At 6 r.at. [ rejoined Dr. Beckler, 
and heard with regret that two of the four lags cached near the camp were 
— empty on his arrival, and that the other two only contained five buckets. 


borsea were suffering much from the want of water, ee accustomed to 





n well-watered country, and it-was evident that unless apeedily relieved they 
would perish at the outset of pe aro Under these circumstances I[ 
sending to Motanieor Mutwongee Ranges for water, Mr. Burke's 


miles, Mr. Hodgkinson and Belooch accordingly started in the morning wi 
the ten camels and five pairaof water-baga, At 1 a.m. they reached the Motanie 
oe tied up the camels, and worked all night at filling the bags from a 
small rocky basin situated in a gene ravine. During their absence Mr. . 
Becker discovered a plant of Mr. : averficld's containing a jar of water, but 1 
did not make use of it, as the quantity was too small to be of much service, 
and I thought it likely Mr. Haverfield might suffer inconvenience and dlin= 
appointment, as he was still out in the back country. 

Friday, Ist February.—U pon inspecting the horses this morning, I found 
them so knocked up from thirst that a few hour further suffering would 
inevitably cause the loss of several, | therefore thought it advisable to push 
on for the Motanie Rangea, leaving the packs, saddles, &e., behind. I waa 
the more resolved to pursue this course, as Hodgkinson and Belooch were un- 
armed, and | thought it possible they mizht have fallon in with natives at the 
water, and been prevented from obtaining a supply. Shortly after dawn I 
kinson and Belooch with a supply of water, ten miles from Batoja, 1 imme- 
diately gave the horses a bucket of ed them to go on 
to Motanie, where we arrived in the course of the afternoon, and ¢ dino 


resolved upon | 
track leading to them, and the distance to the first water not exceeding ps A 


valley covered with kangaroo-grsa, lending to a rocky basin containing an 
abundance of beautifully clear water. Pal 
Saturday, 2nd, to Thursday, Th, Motante Range= During the period inter- 
vening between Saturday morning and Thursday, | h, th ry 
encamped in the Motanie Range, Dr, Beckler nging up the camels with 
oc egad eg eer and Hodckiseen gait Soruenine Te coilensiand 
camels a of fetching up the borss packs, saddles, and 
bridles. As thia country! doubtless been described to you eg rage 


4 






eight miles north. On Thursday morning we left Motanie Range, d shortly 
befure sundown reached Nantherunge Creek, eighteen miles distant from our 


Friday, 8th, Nantherunge Creek.—The morning broke cloudy, with strong 


* 
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guste of wind from the south-west, During the night it was piercing cold, and 
most of us were glad to augment our wearing apparel, Nantherunge is «fine 
creek, with water-holes two-thirds of a mile in length, bordered with heavy 
quini-trees, but at this time the water in them waa rather shallow, Near the 
camp there were some pine-bearing sandhills, and somewhat peculiar dome- 
shaped eminences. The camels, which had hitherto been tied up at night, I 
now turned out in hobbles, and found they gave little more trouble, if any, 
than the horses. ‘Thia creek seemed to be o great resort for feathered game, 
Emu tricks were very numerous, and droves of water-ben ran along the 
margin, Early in the morning flocks of Sturt’s pigeons came down from the 
sandhills to drink, and flights of parrots enlivened the vicinity of the camp 
by their cries, We saw no natives here, but there were a number of min- 
mias close by us, and the fences which they form, in order to cateh water-hen, 
met the gaze in every bend of the creek. At 6 a.m. we commenced packing, 
and st 11 a.m, started for the next creek, Wannaminta, Our course bore a 
little to the west of north, and the track was flanked on the right by a bold 
range called by the natives Toorltoro, and on the left by undalating sandhills, 
beyond which were the ranges east of Flood’s Creek, called Wa-Ya-Hoorla, 
he sandhills were covered with pine and withered acacia, commonly known 
af mulgar. Grasses of various descriptions were abundant, and « small tree, 
_ with a Hght-green foliage and bushy form, lent quite a charm to the otherwise 
somewhat sombre character of the vegetation, The journey throughout the 
day was very heavy for the camel men, who, in consequence of the heavy loa 
on their beasts, were obliged to wulk, About three miles from Wannaminta 
two small bills of a singular shape tear themselves from the flat comin 
whieh they are surrounded, and form a natural landmark, showing the term 
nation of the platean tothe south, (mn reaching a spot midway between them, 


— ee) 
= a a t 


a fine view, peculiarly Australian, presents itself, ‘To the north a line of white - 


pum-trees: mark the course of Wannaminta Creek; while at some distance 
J late or ten wiles) to the ».n. a bold but short and very remarkable mnge, 
b. ealled Koorningbirri by the — Wannaminta Range by Mr. Wills, and I 
- ttndersiand Mount Jamieson by Mr, Haverfield, forms a striking feature in 
¢ the scene, During the day two turkeys were seen, but were too wild to be 
“apepe d within gunshot, We reached the creek at sundown, and estimated 
he distance from Nantherunge at twenty miles. The weather throughout the 
day was cold and cloudy, and at about 2 ri. a slight shower fell, We 
feached: Yeltawinge Ureck at 4-r.m. had to send back to our last camp for 
~g@ swag of stores which waa found to have been left behind. Mr, Hodgkinson 

’ shot six wator-hen, » teal, and four of Sturt’s pigeons. 
Sunday, 10th —Moved the camp eight miles to a fine waterhule on the 
‘Toltawinge. A number of emu were seen here, and several birds shot, 
Mr. Hodgkinsou here complained of rheumatic pains. During the day the 
Thirage was observable in every direction, and the range to the s.n. presented 

strange changes of outline as we o cleed it. 

— Monilay, Lith—At thirty-five minutes past 8 the camels left Teltawinge, 
> but some dolay was oceasioned by two of the horses having strayed. Our 
cours: lay over clay-plains, on which Mr. Burke's track was very indin- 
— tinet, and in some places altogether invisible, Koorningbirri, of which Mr. 
ocker | zynting Hagealcenp even eng, odor pa: pode le pe 

















ty hollow was conted with dry eand, glistening and 


f the creek, rendered the scene rather uninteresting. ‘The country around = 
dur camp of last night bore traces of inundation, and the footprints of the + 
— Ratives wh necompanied either Mr, Uurke or Lyons were deep in the 
thay soil. Shallow watercourses intersected the wide plain stenting eee 
a | pene. Ty 
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fow of Sturt's pigeons, with occasionally a amall bird not unlike a mule canary, 
cumels were unable to stand in one place more than a fow minu Haden. 
their feet from the hot sand in quick succession. An emu was aauath teal, whi 
was feeding near the track ; and so bewildered did the bird.appear to be, that it 
kept walking in front and around us for some time, but eventually made off. 
At half-past 5 we reached Paldrumatta Oreek, where we camped for the 
night, Th abundance of shallow water of a creamy hue, The distance from 
Tcltawinge to Paldrumatta is about twenty-two miles. * 
Twesdoy, L2th.—We left Paldrumatia Creek at 9.4.™., rinning mr south= 
em bank for about half a toile to Mr. Burke's crossing-place, and ther nacend= 
ing the northern bank, bounded y Somrecere presenting the mutual features, 
About a mile from Paldromatta track passes to the east of a salt lake, 
which presented a remarkable view, from the contrast of its snowy white 
incrustations with the scenery around. Mount Koorningbirri and other rang 
were nearly out of ae ‘About 6 pat, the horses reached Torowotte (ar 
Dureodo) Swamp, and shortly afterwards were joined by the camel party, 
“ag Se log the site of Mr, Burke's forty-fifth camp, though no numern’s are 
marked on the tree bearing his initials, | 
Wednesday, 13th —Torowotto Swamp, where I resolved on spelling for o 
couple of daya, is one of & numerous series of hollows, receiving the drainage 
of the surrounding country, and presents o sutface of thick flises, 
iivtersected by a thousand littl: watercourses, and traversed by a main 7 
runing nearly east and west. Stunted box-trees overshadow the swamp, 
hich is matted with « thick undergrowth of polygonam and plants particu- 
larly agreeable to the camels. Besides this there is abundance of marsilice, a 
plant creeping close to the ground, with leaves not unlike clover, and bearing 
a seed largely used by the nativesas food. On this seed Lyons and Mc 
subsisted for some time, and the tree under which they camped and pounded 
their bread was close by us. Shortly after our arrival at Torowotto a tribe of 
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thinking it too heavy a 
walk 


walking #bout, pilfering any little 
eal with their feet. 


Friday, Lsth,—Rose at dawn, filled water-bags, packed. and started oa 
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horses at 8 a.m, and the camels at 9. Two of the natives accompanied the 
horses as guides, but proceeded only a short distance with us. On leaving 
‘Torowotto the tribe gathered together, and the women made o show af 
whimpering at our departure, Skirting the §.n. shore of the swamp for 
half « mile, we then struck over the sandhills on our old course to w, of 
¥., ng over precisely similar country to that bordering the southern shores 
ofthe swamp. At eighteen miles’ distance from Torowotto the track cut the 
summit of a lofty sand-ridze, affording a view of the surrounding country. To 
the north lay a dreary salt-bush plain, diversified by elaypans, and flanked on 
ita eastern and western slopes by sandhills of small elevation, As there was 
no sign of water, and the camel-men were fatigued by a long walk through 
heavy sand, I camped upon the verge of this plain, and experienced consider= 
able difficulty in enting the horses from wandering during the night back 
to Torowotto. No water. Weather close and oppressive. 
if , 16th, Mud-Plain Comp.—Fortunately we had brought from 
Torowotto a pair of leather bags filled with water, and all the goat-skin age, 
The latter, however, wotld not retain water at all, and arrived ot the camp 
nearly empty. Neither camels nor horses would feed; the former, though closely 
hobbled, going straight away, and requiring strict watching to keep them near 
the eamp., At the period of Mr, Burke's transit this country wus ighcao | 
med, the tracks of oc ae being deeply imbedded in the claypans around. 
At the date of my arrival not a sign of water was discernible, no birds could 
be seen save hawks, and the ground was burrowed in every direction by rts, 
which seemed to exist independent of water, As the cattle were suffering 
from thirst, I sent Stone back with the horses to Torowotto, and Dr. Beckler, 
Mr. Hodgkinson, and Belooch with the camels. They took all the water-bags 
with them. Shortly after their departure, I started with Smith to look for 
water in a northorly direction. Mr, Becker and Purcell remained at the camp. 
At 7 P.M. a peculiarly brilliant meteor fell towards the x.K. (.% 

Sunday, 17th, Mud-Plain Camp—Dr. Beckler, Mr. H gkinson, Stone, 
vd Bel returned to camp with the cattle and a supply of water, I was 
absent throughout the day, searching the ¥.w. boundary of the plain and 
adjacent ranges for water, and ultimately discovered a small poddle about 
twenty miles north of the camp, and about two miles west of Mr. Burke's. 
track. Weather intensely hot. 

Monday, 18th, Mud-Plain Comp.— During the night the camels and 
horses were very troublesome, requiring watching to provent them straying 
in search of water, ‘The water-bags were prote ted as well as possible 
evaporation, by Se RY At 3 rc. I returned to camp with Smith, having 
travelled at least 140 miles since my departure on the 16th. I found the 
countryin front of the most fearful al er Mr. Burke's track runs to 
the w.n.w., over some high ranges coveres with sharp stonea, and emerges 
upon the plains upon which we are camped, at a spot where it changes to au 
Threat limithess expanse of dried mud. The track is utterly effaced, and 
he whole country cei ace of desolation, not a vestige of herbage growing, 













upon the pl horas were watched throughout the t, and the 
Races up. A bucket of water was given eit senders from our 
Tuesday, at 100h—At 4 a. called all the hands. Saddled and started with 
the horses at 7 a.u., the camels following half an hour later. A fierce glare, 
even at this early hour, a from tbe cielo, nd the sun beat down overhead 


mn tore to the eastward. Nota sign of animal life was dis- 
clouds of flies which tormented vs thronghout the journey. 
ninent headlands reared themselves to the west, and in a 
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Tay Leetwonn them was sufficient feed! to waa me in camping there, at about 
one and a-half distant from the water I had discovered. I hed left the 
horsea to po on in vance, and returned to the camels in order to lead them 
to the spot, previously cautioning those in charge not to let the horses get to 
the water, Unfortumatel _ however, the horses rushed into the hole in spite 
of every ition, and In a very few minutes rendered it « aac se mud, 
The camels were tied up during the night to some bushes, on h they 
creedily fed, but the horses remained near the water. At nighfall a Negeettce 
storm gathered i in the western horizon, breaking upon us and passing, un" 
secompanied by rain, to the southwant, For hours afterwards we were buoyed 
up by the hopes of a rainfall, but, da few drops, none fell near our camp, 
thongh it seemed to be (oe a. short ae to the southward. 

Wednesday, S04, tat abe. morning slight showers fell, from 
which we managed to collect three or four quarts of water. At ot oe 
minutes past one I started with Smith in search of water, taking about 
quarts from the bags as s supply, and two camels. Previous eet: 
inspected the store of water at the camp, and found it to amount to forty-two 
quarts for eight camels, thirteen horecs, and six men, ‘The nearest seis 
known to ts was at Torowotto, thirty-eight miles distant. I placed the war’ 
in Mr, Hodgkinson’s charge, with instructions to issue two elie Gully to 00h 
Tian, and pints to each horse, and requested Dr, Beckler to take a pair 
of snr tad to the mud-hole and scoop up any small uantity he might be 
able to obtain, 1 also instructed Stone if 1 was not back by 10 aM. on 
Friday following to return to Torowolto with the horses, and Dr. Beckler, 
Mr. Hodgkinson, and Belooch with the camels, for a # » supply of water, Dr, 
Heckler stioceeded in obtaining four quarts of a very rent finid from the 
hole, Thunder continued throughout the ane ba x no min fell, A woter-hen 
wae shot close to 73 tg in the afternoon. 

Thuraiay, 21st. ‘oint.-—The camels remained near the camp all last 
night. ‘The first ee was experienced from the rata, which abound 
throughout this country. 

Friday, Send. Rat Point.—The rats visited the camp in myriads, not only 

, every pack-bag, but absolutely biting the men when at rest, 
The horses ori: Satna Aang thirst, Stone started with them for Torowotto, 
Anat ina Yoke I returned to camp just as Dr. Beckler, Mr. 
and Ebel Beagrie Withisie See: During my absence 
1 Teall upwards of a hundred mi the country northwards in 
every direction, wi without fencing 8 9 f water. camels with me suffered 
greatly from rapid trav lin, See et i dhoaght 18 beet to seail: heat Am 
at once with the others to haat Stone and the camel party met with 
| ft 









turned in the evening after d as much aa they could, Dr. a 
came back with a pair of water- containing a stoall su ly, but Mr. 
Hodgkinson. and cee eee cial co aa yo radea wae Corll TE near the 


oy, 23rd.—Remained in camp hont the day. At 10 F.m.. 
odgki: ST Telsnee autumnal wi a ply. o€ water, wite.tiey 

had procured from the claypans on the plain, sixteen miles distant. 

Sunday, 24th, Hat Point—Mr. Hodgkinson r 









of water be stored by sinking a hole in the vicinity er bia 
from which e obtained the late supply, I instructed him to proceed hither 
with Dr, Beckler, and sink a hole for rpose. .At the same time I sent 
Fx Se of the camels and Stone with all the | | to caer hy during my 

bsence on attempt to explore northward. Should the claypans dry 
wp previous to return, they were to proceed to Torowotto, leaving Mr, 


and Purcel lat Rat Point in charge of the stores. At noon T left Rat 
sleet 2 L 
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Point with Smith and Belooch, four camels, and seven days" rations, resolving 
to cepeauady the first phceagene water on the line of rottp, and if poasibld to 
reach Cooper's Creck, which I conjectured to be within a hundred miles. Dr. 
Beckler, “ad Hodgkinson, Stone, and the cattle remained near the claypans; 
the two ete rig Ae hole and watching the camels, and the latter attend- 
ing to the horses, order to preserve the continuation of events at the 
camp during my absence, the report of my trip will be given on the date of 
jay return. 
Mondoy, 25¢h.—Dr, Beckler and Mr. Hodgkinson finished sinking their 
water-hole this morning, and collected a considerable supply of water from the 
claypans mljacent. Neither camels nor horses strayed from the vicinity, 
, 26th, Rat Point.—The water in the claypans being exh ‘ 
Dr, Beck of, Mr. Hodgkinson, and Stene moved with the cattle to Torowotto, 
tl that place at Spo, The natives were still at the swamp, and very 
friendly, 
Wednesday, 27th, Rat Point.—Dr, Beckler, Mr. Hoilgkinson, and. Stone 
remained at Torowotto with the cattle: Mr. Recker and Purcell at Rat Point. 
Thwrsdey, 28th, Hat Point.—Dr. Beckler conveyed a snpply of water to 
x Raat and Mr. Hodgkinson and Stone faiadnad: with the cattle at Toro- 
wo 
Friday, Ist March, Rot Foint—The party, as before mentioned, were 
divided between Torowotto and Hat Point, A drizzling rain fell through the 
nig hog Torowotto, The natives became rather ma, wh pilfering little 
~ Saturday, 2 2nd. at Point,—Dr. Beckler returned to Torowotto with mtions. 
The party were stationed as before. Mr, Hodgkinson killed a snake some 
three feet in length, very thick in a aertyon to its length, of a dirty deep 
is ed colour, with large livid i rly-marked blotches, The natives 
ted it a8 highly poisonous, bat did not seruple to devour it with preat 


relish. 
ys drd, Stat Point,—No change in the disposition of the party. 
Afonday, 4th. Rat Point,—Still no change. 
Tuestay, Hh, tea Point-—No change. Prepared to return to Rat Point 
on the followi 
Wednesday a ‘Rat Point,—Mr. Hodgkinson took a supply of water to 
Mr. Suki col Purcell, from Torowotto, 
Thurstay, 7th, Rat Point,—The party stationed at Rat Point and Toro- 
wotto, ns before. 
. , Sth, fiat Point—Mr. Hodgkinson returned to Torowotto with 
rations, | aving previously submitted to Mr, Becker a plan for following my 
| track, aa they were apprehensive, from my lengthened absence, that ett 
| thad occurred to me. Tho horses strayed from Torowotto, but were 
Tepoverdd some ten miles distant, 
Saturday, HA. Fat Point—No change in the disposition of the pa 
_ Sunday, 10th, Rat Point,—Dr, Beckler and Messrs. Hodgkinson and 
L Stone, having filled six pair,of water-bags, started for F Rat Point. with the 
; og pg wad i sae ag four of the camels and two 
_ Ten; but on their arrival at the waterhole, sixteen miles from Rat Point, 
li Sr at ere pera cee nioeng tha sent there 
204, instructions that Stone should return sc fae by 
tito, & 3 ome 
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miles farther on the same course, crossing large dry gum-creeks running from 
all directions, and final] camped on one of them, The third day, while still 
secking water, I sw Mr. Burke's track for the first time since caving Rat 
int, and camped that evening upon some sandhills to east of Karrispandi 
Swamp, whence I could not obtain water, in conseqnence of the bogey nature 
of the ground, and the presence of a large body of natives. 'The next morning 
I struck for the north-east, over a sandy undulating country, and st 2 pu. 
reached a large watercourse coming from tho eastward, but containing no water, 
ate the fifth morning, at dawn, I noticed a fire from a native camp, about. 
half a mile from my own, and passed the day in searching for water, not once 
seeing Mr. Burke's track, which I then conjectured must be npon the north- 
Western side of the swamp, Qn the sixth morning L found the camels greatly 
exhausted from fatigue and want of water, they having had but twelve quarts 
each since Waving Rat Point. I returned, therefore, to where I had seen the 
Water in the swamp, and camped, still unable to get a sup ly. The following 
(seventh day) I skirted the swamp, and at noon santecliod in reaching a place 
where the water was accessible. mn tasting it, it was found to be oxocasively 
brackish, or rther like lime-water, since when thrown on the heated claypans 
it caused a hissing sound. The camels drank groedily without any ill effects, but 
the men and myself suffered from it very considerably. On the eighth morning 
Treturned to the place where I had Inst seen Mr, Burke's track, and found that 
he had diverged from bis course of x, by w. tox, Our rations were this day 
all finished, with the exception of three pounds of oatmeal and a little tea, 
T was determined, however, to push on to the next permanent water, in order 
to be enabled to bring on the party, I gave orders that each man should have 
three spoonfuls of oatmeal per diem. Camped thirty-four miles from the lime 
water In Karrinpundi Swamp, on a sandhill, On the ninth day I meade a 
water-hole about five miles north-east of my Inst camp, and aiw two bullocks 
there. Passed on, and twenty-seven miles farther, still, crossing undulatin 
randy country, reached a fine creek (Poria), and camped six miles on its por 
side, On the tenth morning I made a camp of Mr. Burke's, marked 52, and 
situated in fobeniet Bate of Bulloo Creck. Crossed during the day, twenty-five 
miles from Poria. another fine creek (Koorliatto), apparently on Saw 
no water or natives thromzhout the day, though » fires rose in every 
direction, at brief intervals. On the eleventh day I reached Bulloo, and after 
naining a few minutes retumer ae Point, arriving there on “ fifteenth 
were fortunate enongh to kill a turkey and three pigeons uring our 
return, the former of which enabled us to get along tolerably well, but the 
Pigeons were stolen by the mts in the night. | | or 
Monday, Uth, Kot Point.—The horses and camels strayed during the 
night from the water-hole dug upon the plains to Torowoito, and it was 
12 oclock before the Intter reached Rat Point, as they were not overtaken 
till they had regained the swamp. The horses were left in charge of Stone 
and Smith at Torowotto, with orders to start thence on Wednesday. ‘The 
health of the men gave me much anxiety. Smith, Belooch, myself 
suffered from diorrbea, Mr. Becker and Stone manifested scorbutio symp. 
toms, and Porcell had swollen ees numerous sores. Trusting that a 
change from the inaction of Rat Point would benefit them, 1 gave orders to 


start on the following morning. 4 
Tveaday, 12¢h.—Upon uncovering onr stores, which we had buried, in 
order to preserve them as much as posible from the rats, I was gratified to 
find that leas pe had boon caused than I had had reason to expect. J 
thomght ya Dr. Beckler, Mr. Hecker, Mr. Hodgkinson, Purcell, 
felooch, with the camels in advance, so that the water they carried might 
enable the horses to reach the water-hole I had discovered between Karrine 
pundi and Poria Creek, a distance of 102 miles from oe After 
: | 
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travelling twelve miles, the camels had to stop, from the bottom of one of 
the pack-bags falling out. Mr. Becker and myself remaine® at Rat Point, 
Wecthencda ,18:4.—I1 had given orders to Dr. Beckler not to He up the 
camels at night, in order that they might have every opportunity to feed. 
Unfortunately the majority of them took advantage of this liberty to stray 
back to Torowotto, and Dr. Beckler and Belooch had to return there, a dis 
tance of fifty-two miles, for their recovery. Mr. Hodgkinson and Purcell 
remained with the saddles, stores, and water, amounting to twenty buckets. 
Dr, Reckler, in returning to Torowotto, took three pairs of water-bags with 
him, and previously to his starting a couple of buckets were given to the camel 
he rode, Stone and Smith came into at Point with the horses, as instructed, 
and camped there with Mr. Becker and myself, The weather was eo fearfully 
hot that the horses appeared knocked up by their journey from Torowotto 


here. 

Thursday, 14th, Mud Plains —I started early in the morning with the 
horses, and on reaching the camel camp, at twelve miles’ distance, gave cach 
horse a bucket of water, and took four buckets for use, Leaving instructions 
for the camels to push on as soon as they should arrive from Torowotto, I 
hastened onwards with Mr. Becker, Stone, Smith, and the horsea, reaching 
the water-hole north of the Karriapundi Swamp on the 16th inst., after 
experiencing great difficulty, both men and horses being knocked up; our 
supply of four buckets of water from the camel-camp having almost all leaked 


away. 
riday, 15th, Mud Plains.—Mr. Hodgkinson and Purcell remained at ths 
camel-camp with the stores, Dr. Deckler and Belooch were engaged in getting 
the camels back from Torowotto. 
Saturday, 16h, Mud Plains —Dr. Beckler and Belooch returned from 
Torowotto with the camels, and rejoined Mr. Hodgkinson and Purcell at the 


Carri f. 
je 17th.—The camel camp started after me, and reached a spot seven- 
teen miles in advance of their last camp. Fortunately for them, a shower fell, 
which tilled the claypans near their camp, and diablo the camels to drink to 
their content. Purcell was reported to me as suffering greatly from pains in 
his legs, and rode upon one of the camels throughout the day. Two of the 
camels, Gobin and Rangee, had very bad homp-sores, from the ill-fitting 
saddles supplied them. ‘The horses reached Poria Creek with the party accom 
panying me, and one horse died from want of water and fatigue, though 
every caution was used in supplying the weakér ones with a drink, 
18th, Korriapundt #lains.—The camels, skirting the north-weat 
riapundi Swamp, camped about eight miles to the north of it. 
| the other camels. Coppin, or Janglee, one of the Cremorne camels, wis 
ae slightly affected in the same manner; and the whole of the camela were , 
considerably fatigned by the heavy work they had lately performed. Shadow, — 
the smallest of the camels, san far the best in condition, and carried her 
| “heavy lood with apparent ensc. Another horse diel at Poria to-day from the 
ss @ffects of his push across the waterless plain south of it. 
x Tuesday, 19th, AMfud Plains, ot 3 p,m.—Still among the same uninteresting 
salt-bush plains, The camels reached the water-hole where the horses 
oped on the 16th inst. Mr. Hodgkinson and Belooch contrived to Dash 
nt water by digging a hole and filtering the mud through t e large 
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this day, and T found tice much worse than when T last saw him at Hat 
Point.  Poria is q fine creek, abounding in fish, and when very full th 
its surplus waters towards Karrinpundi, Cur camp was sitmated at its south 
termination, its course being nearly north and south, The banks were fringed 
with stunted bastard box, and we derived niuch benefit during our stay there 
from the waterfowl shot. 

Thursday, 21st, to Thursday, 28th, Porta Creek.—During the period in- 
cluded between the above dates I spelled the party at the creek, "ng tha 
the men would in some degree regain their health. I regret to state, were 
that I had little reason to congratulate myself u m the results. Mr, Beck 
SS AaNer eager reached a and utterly umble eee diachs and Smith 

Stone did not at all improve, though energeti y discharging r 
respective duties, As I hind found no water in the crossing at the next 
creck (Koorliatto}, I sent Dr. Beckler, Smith, and Belooch thither with a 
supply, oe them to conceal it as well as possible from the natives. 

riday, 2h. Foria Oreek,—The rats committed great ta | during our 
siny at re cn a were fur to the than doom ann domesticated 
animals rattecks, Owing to D CXAMIning € it 
was half-past 12 before the | : peer gon And cana cay eet 
and I Eas hat to ba cio riod upon canals Mr. Hodgkinson and Belooch, 
Smith, Stone, and myself, remained at the creek with the horses. The camel 
party camped at 4 ew. on the site of Mr. Burke's 51st camp. A beavy fall of 
rain took place eis amet night. 

Saturday, 30h, Koorliatto (reek.—At 9 ast. the camels started, the rain 
still falling but ceasing in an hour's time. At 3 rot, they renobed Koorliatto 
Creek, and at 8 p.m. the horses, which travelled from Poria, joined them. 
Stone, who had received n wetting on the night of the 20th, became much 
worse, and I had a tent put up for Mr. Becker and Purcell, who were unable 
to proceed farther. We found the creek running, though dry a fow days 
before, Its course trended fram ®, to s.w. for seven or eight miles, skirting 
the south-west base of the Bulloo and then turning sharp to the west 

vhi mjecture it to bea main feeder. ‘There 
am Poria, and splendid feed for the 


t. 
ri Creek.—Morning ech; aithen 
cloudy dy Oey aod ciaalog a isi wo cating a cared, bat Tdid- 
it t to move with so many sick, 
 Mectiy April, Koorliatto Creek,—Spelled, ag rain fell at intervals 
throughout the day. No improvement in the health of the men. 

, 2nd, Koorliatto Creek,—Though the weather cleared up, T waa 
compelled to remain in camp, Stone being affected with severe rheumatic pains, 
In the morning a native made his appearane:, and gave us the names of the 
surrounding localities. He wore no covering, save o tassel of native grass 
ipa ape aie ig Salieere Tying mae er Oe ee 












our course lay, After taking a minute Sela aly 
Wednesday, are, aot aha Creek. =P ae Boxee 8 plainly Sat any fen! By ‘attempt to 
move Mr, Becker and timate recovery, 


andl finding no cause i a packet rags A pics raed teen to | 
trwend to Bulloo, which I conjectured from our northern position would be 
a Creek. My anxicty to move arose from the fact that I feared Mr, 
stores must require replenishment, and that ttl ok ania 
Greek would be anxiously expecting our arrival, considerntions I 
gave ordera to prepare for a start on the following day, 
Thursday, 4th, Bulloo or Wright's Creek,— t 9 aw. the camels started, 
under charge-of Mr, Hodgkinson and Belooch, Gobin’s saddle being left behind, 
as ber bent Wis getting very sore, and her lameness incapacitated her from 
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r g any load. Considerable difficulty was experienced in. crossing fhe 
I, which had been slightly escarped from the steopne® of the banks, but 
eventttally the camels with their loads were got over without injury. |The 
tek led over the narrow belt of sandhills bordering the north bank of the 
creek, and then, debouching sol an extensive plain, intersected with water- 
courses, and crowded with rat-holes, pursued a course some few degrees to the 
east of north. In places Mr. Burke's track was hardly pro but. no 
difficulty was found in regaining it, as, it was flanked on the west aide by the 
Tulloo Range, and on the east side by a line of creck-timber running with 
‘ominent headlands towards it at distances varying from six to eight miles. 
Premarin oars 0 a tna hee Me Da 
“had pitched his S2nd camp. We found no water there. Fight miles farther 
“we sighted Bulloo, and established the camp at the point where we first strack 
it. The horses which started after the camels overtook the latter, and reaches 
‘camp about balf an hour before them, We saw bo natives throughout the day, 
mve two who accompa ied ua a few miles from Koorliatte, but signal-fires 
broke out in all directions. The weather continued fearfully hot. 
_ Priday, 5th, to Wednesday, 17th. Bulloo.—Throughout the period included 
“in the above-mentioned dates Mr. Hodgkinson, Stone, Smith, and Belooch 
‘remained with me at Bulloo, spelling the camels and occasionally visiting 
“Koorliatto, to convey supplies to the party there. Dr. Beckler's patients 
were gradually sinking, and Stone beeame much wore. As the natives were 
very numerous, and apparently collecting from the surrounding districts, I 
“out loge fora rough stockade, which was subsequently erected. ‘Though 
there was no feed near the camp, at four or five miles pe ascot pel sank 
anlsolaceous plants were abundant, so that the cattle rapidly improved. Frum 
“the absence of any indication that Mr. Burke had stopped at this creck, I felt 
convinced that Cooper's Creek lay still farther in advance, and made two 
advances, north-east and north-west, for the purpase of tracing the course of 
“the track, I found Bulloo watercourse to consist of a, large sheet of water, 
extending some five miles to the north of our camp, with a breadth of 100 to 
200 yards and a depth in some parts of sixteen or twenty feet, Fish of a 
cons size were caught by the party ; and a the northern termination 
of the water-hole, where the creek hed with insignificant channe 










4 


Bombers of ing: jously-constructed fishing dams showed that the mutives 
derived a copsidernble sustenance from its waters. At the northern com- : 


mencement of the small channels, which apparently connect the ba ani 

basins, but from their intricate courses are difficult to follow, th plains 

became extremely stony, and the track, ate fg aging to the weat, com- 
, | ot Th 


- pletely obtit d. On the two occasions to wh ve referred as advancing 
therly 1 was compelled to turn hack from the hostility of the natives, who, 


Upon my jp 2g ge in large numbers, making fires all round me,and = * 

frying. to entice Smith, who accompanied me, by. means of their women. 

> 2sFzaanpiect deeter these demonstrations, in the present state of my party, } 
“hhuicmalregee ene iyd anfl I felt anxious to obtain additional stores for =~ 


sick and effectually supplying the advance party, I poche 
refore tert foe Me indie om. Se Prsts instant, with 
ad Purcell to that 


township, and having enzaged two men in their es, to return | 
possible with stores. By thess means I should do away with the incon- 
renienoe of two camps, afford two of the sick what I considered a chance of 
ultimate recovery, and only, by Dr. Beckler’s return to the Bulloo camp, lose” 
me available hand. Moving backwards or forwards with the while depat was 
pee le with so many sick, and | thought myself still sufficiently strong to 
ed position against any attack made by the natives. 
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Thursday, 1Eth, PBulloo.—This morning I sent Mr. Hodgkinson 
journey to Mi directing him to take charge of Mr. oot parcel, 
and to request. . Beckler to rejoin me, I had constructed a cudjowar, or 
eamel-palanquin, for the carriage of the two sick men, and I trusted that the 

pect of a return to the settled districts oS ta lend them energy for | 
ey. The natives visited the camp during the day, and. pert 
ung round the stores, They were accompanie id by a boy ome ah yar 
a * ingulaly im t in his behavour. cot rn idly got wore 
seized frequently ene severe saga Nea Mr. Hodgkinson, 28. 


liatto. 

Friday, 19th. Hulloo—On this day Mr, Hodgkinson returned from_ Roor- 
listte, bringing with him a note from Dr. ler, in which that officer so 
Sescnyy proeeset againat the removal of Mr, Pocket and Fureell to Menindio 
as to leave me no alternative but that of patinnsiptagme a my instructions on 
that point. Itherefore directed Mr. Hodgkinson to ate to Koorlintto and 
bring Mr. Bocker and Purcell to Bulloo, together with the whole of the camels, 
as | resolved not to send oe he pestis party until I could form some 
more definite opinion pects of the recovery of the sick. 
Stone being much worse, rears ee . Beckler to return without an Pain 
that he might afford his medical assistance. No natives came near teh 
throughout the day, but the necessity of watching throughout the sight 
very severely on the few in health, 

Saturday, 20th,  Bulloo.—Mr. Hodgkinson left for Koorliatto, reaching 
there at 11 acw,, but Dr. Beckler did not start for Bulloo, being unuble to 
leave Mr. Becker and Purcell with safety. | 

iacheares & “lst Aulloo.—Thronghout last night signal-fires were burning 

: camp here, and the natives imitated the howl of the native dog, 

tare ently for the purpose of sacertaisibe our vigilance, Fifty-one mts were 

killed by means of a trap which 1 had made; but this slaughter, thougt 

greitly exceeding the subsequent sshly average, dil not seem to dimints 

either their boldness. or their tumbers. Dr, Beckler, arrived. at Balloo. nt 

6 rot, and Mr. Becker nana Purcell were not reported as having suffered from 
their removal. ‘Two , 


















eels the other six pe the erik: cope td" bana who 
had crossed the plains west of the eany ; ‘in | 

creck-timber, In a few minutes a large body of them appeared on the hank 
of the creek, distant sixty yards from our store (aati eh the scrub, 


ly opal, 
Bless Se res the appellation of “ Shirt,” fr 
| to y ta, was partioulariy active 
a Ba Weed ri genet dre 








rats, that were lying. dead aroun, and, dropping a 
modaned for me to pick theca up and for him, me 
droving neat ) igpacers Severn 
wing nearer to a, Violen ly gesticulating, they were 
Inbra ‘ne securn Paina: lps was exceedingly active, mA i 
iis, soralioabea Arie, and inciting her onmaniony 8 o attack us, At 


tie Thad a two able en with me Dr. Beckler and Smith, Belooch 
started fgp Roorliatto to assist Mr. Hodgkinson in finding the camels 

bringing then in. Our cooking-jlace was close to the creck, for the benefit i 

shade and water; and the utensils were round the fire, together with several 
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clothes which had been washed by the party. Dr, Beckler re no reer to me 
that he saw natives creeping on their hands and knees gear 
Smith down with me to clear them away. It was indeed high time, Paths 
of them were fingering their boomerangs as if impatient for a fight; and lifting 
while lappels of Pureell’s tent, commenced unpacking the modicine-basket, 
third, with an armful of boomerangs, was throwing them carelessly 
upon the ground near his brother warriors, However, they were not 
Tesolved uy hostilities, as when Smith and I pointed our proces os ae 
"they quietly moved off before us, and retired without any Parthia snaielie 
tions of hostility. Throughout this scene Stone, though dying, behaved with 
great intrepidity, raising himself upon his bed and aiming his revolver at the 
natives when they approached him. About 2 r.m., just as the blacks moved 
off, [ waa called by 5t ag who, tel repeat me by the ‘hand, enid, “1 am goin 
He then spoke a few words, an > asked that cold water Rid bo 
thrown over him, as he could n a Within ten minutes from the 
time he first called me, iss tase upon his face and died, At 7 Pm. he was 
buried near the camp, ‘by Dr. Beckler and Smith. I have omitted to state 
that the blacks took away every” gree article from the fire, throwing away 
the tua and salt, and taking the bags. Belooch reached Koorliatto carly this 
morning, and Mr, Hodgkinson started with him towards Bulloo, but were 
compelled to camp eight miles from Koorliatto, owing to the late time at 
which they recovered the camels, 

Tuesday, 23rd, Bulloo—Mr. Hodgkinson and Belooch reached Bulloo 
with the camels at 6 this morning, and immediately they arrived we un- 
packed all the storea, and passed the day in mending rat-holes, and 
repacking them in the form of a stockade; two sides being formed by as many 
~ Jog sufficiently straight as we could procure at a reasonable distance. These 
logs were about four feet in height above the ground, allowing us to fire casily 

over them. The other two sidea were not so high, ‘but still a tolerable pro- 

sae. Inside the stockade, every available bias 2-7 was placed so a8 to 
handy for immedinte use, and some of us always slept within It. At the 
siticeg.cpguaies to are. Gos wuich com of it, as we hed no more 
watch commenced at 8 7:s., afl terminated 


‘Wednesday, 4th, Bulloo.—'The first announcement this morning was that 
had died in the doctor's nee during the night. For some days 
: st he had been so weak as to faint after drinking a little water, and we had 
ig been expecting his decease. I sent Belooch and Smith to look after the 


fife 





‘horses which fed ‘between Bulloo and a tributary creck. About an hour after 
| abet the natives made their appearance, coming in twos and threes 


thick scrub on the creek, until about a seore had collected. They 
were armed with new spears, and waddies, and were accompanied 
one boy previously iiantingiod, whose conduct was even more impudent 
than before. Alt first the boy advanced with two powerful fellows hesitatingly 


towards the pecitte, Fie in thelt rear cold be wish & (eee, Oe ae 





“aly watohing ther proceedings. Hodgkinson having brought in the 
‘tig rm Bre arene! with hit twa te ote, rotining Sh 
Sabie Disregarding my attempts to clear them off, I caught bold of the 
boy, and, taming him round, gave him plainly to to understand that he would 
ES Say Dough to fal aa engine raed ih te 
r t t us, at retired wi 
other sae dao ioe Seen cones Se tee oe 
| Stone's grave 
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a 


Aa 2) 


Seer 
- * from Victoria to the Gulf of Carpentaria. 51 


at us. Finding we did not notice this, they threw the earth from Stone's 
grave in the air, gud after carrying logs ot if mocking the erection of the 
stockade, made signs that we should all meet the same fate aa those dead, T[ 
was vory unwilling to fire at them, and allowed them to throw several sticks 
at us rather than commence actual hostilities, By noon they had concluded 
their demonstrations, and moved quietly off to a camp which they hnd 
established to the north of ws. Smith and Belooch returned at nightiall, 
having been unable to find the horsea, Shortly afterwards Dr. Becklor and 
Mr. Hodgkineon gkinson commenced digging Purecell’s anti ' . 
iaday, 25th, fulloo, aa light 1 directed Mr. Hodgkinson to 
ve, ane 





complete ls ¢ : r. Beckler’s assistance, he was buried 
by 8 a.m, Immediately after br t I started with Smith for the = 
but had not proces two miles before signal-fires rose all around me, and 


returned to camp, #9 that the natives should not derive an advantage 
{ should have premised that we had heard a borse-bell im 





nurpese of driving them into the water. This desirable object was accom- 
plished, alter a little delay in getting them to take the water. ‘The natives 
did not molest us throughout the day, and in the afternoon I disposed of the 
few clothes belonging to the men lately deceased, as some of us were sadly in 
want of a fresh supply. ) | 
Friday, 26th, Bulloo,—'The day passed very quietly, no natives appearing. 
Saturday, 27th, Bulloo,—This rman fortunately, no one went after 


the cattle, as the horses were quietly feeding within sight, and the camels 
came home with great regularity at sunset, camping close to the stockade. 
The stores were all unpacked, and, after the rat-holes had lwen mended, 
replaced in their former position, About 11 o'clock the cry of ‘* Natives! 

started us to our feet, and every article near the fire was carried into the 


Ktockade with the utmost celerity, On looking out, a body of natives, 





stockade, 

Sunday, 23th, Bujloo.— At 6 am. Dr. Beckler and Belooch started after 

the two missing camels, and succeeded in getting them. The day waa passe] 

in preparing for « start on the following morning—repacking the louis, and 
articles of a curmbrous and useless description. The cattle were 

e camp all day, and appeared inclined to remain near us, 
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urn, 20, Pains meses raters, fit 
ight, perpetually trying to steal away, and, though cigsely bobbicd, more 
than iis attempting to swim the broad oreck. About 3 a.m. a bell was 
heard from the south, and a number of dark objects, like cattle, could be 
dimly seen through the darkness. When daylight broke these objects were 
“hye amg hebaeaey Aly he of horses taken on by Mr. Burke, and 
shortly afterwards Mr. Brahé came up, and reported that he had just arrived 
from Cooper's Creek, where Mr, Burke had deft him on the 16th of December 
in charge of 8 depat consisting of Patten, McDonough, Botan, six camels, and 
twelve horses. Mr. Brahé had received instructions to remain at Cooper's 
Creek for three or four months, but had extended that period to cighteen 
weeks, and only left when his rations mn short, Trevious to leaving he had 
“made a cicho of provisions, sufficient to enable Mr, Burke and partys if 
competent to retrace their steps, to reach the Darling. Mr, Brahé bad not 
followed Mr. Burke's track to Bulloo, but bad pursued a direct course, aud 
reached the 62nd camp of Mr. Burke, eight miles south of my depét, in about 
eighty miles. His horses had been 100 hours without water, but travelled 
with much less difficulty than could have been hoped for, On proceeding to 
Mr. Brahe’s camp | found Patten suffering from scurvy to an alarming extent, 
McDonough almest unable to work, and FPotan complaining. Mr. Brhé 
placed himself under my orders, and | united the two camps in the course of 
the morning. Of the camels brought down by Mr. Brobé I found three— 
Teer, poss sand Mustana—suffering severely from scab, The others were in 


Monday, 29¢4,—At a quarter-past 6 this afiernoon Mr. Becker died. . 
Tuesday, 20th, Huiloo.—The night passed quietly, no signs of natives being 
near having occurred, Early this morning Mr. Becker was buried, the 
stockade pulled down, and the logs used to form, as for as posible, a pro- 
tection to the dead. Mr. Becker's clothes, bedding, tent, &c., being quite untit 
for use, were burned, and his other effects placed in a pack for conveyance to 
Wednesday, Int Moy. Bulloo.—Saddling commenced at 6 a.m, and at hall- 
et 10 ax. wo left Bulloo on our return to Menindie, Dr. .Beckler, Mr, 
Hodgkinson, Mr. Brahé, Botan, and myself were the ouly bealthy members of 
the party; and I did not see the utility of pushing on the depot to Coopers 
eek fur the purpose of remaining there the few weeks our stores would last, 
‘Our cavalcade made quite an imposing appearance with its twenty-two horses 
‘and fifteen camels, and the spirits of the whole party were animated by the 
; hey { regaining the settled districts. Several stoppages took place during 
the day, from the necessity of altering the seat of our invalids or re-adjusting 
Joads ; and, to show that our departure was not nnnoticed by the natives, fires 
eprane UP ut every mile of our progress until we reschel Koorliatto, at a 
tolerably early hour in the afternoon, Patten was greatly fatigued by his ride. 
Thursday, 2nd. Aoorliatto—Spelled at Koerliatta, Got up o tent for | 
Friday, 3rd. Koorliatto—As 1 was anxious to ascertain before final, 
country whether"Mr. Burke. hud visited the old depot at Coopers 
Creek between the present date and that on which ho left on his advance 
‘northward, or whether the stores cached there had been disturbed by the 
natives, | started with Mr. Brabé and three horses for Cooper's Creek, and 


e . 
= 


s 





| reached the head waters of that creek on Sunday, the Sth, m sbout seventy 
__amiles, steering about w.x.w. 1 did not find any water throughout that 





‘distance, but. crossed several fine large gum-crecks, and saw an immense, 
‘snumber of native dogs, The remainder of the party stayed at Kopriiatto. 





Saturday, 4th, Aoorliatto.—'the party at Koorliatto got up two other 
tents for the secommedation of the invalids, and formed a temporary stockade 


Sunday, 5th, Koorliatio.—Depit spelled at Koorliatto, , 
Monday, Gth, Xoorliatto—Depbt spelled at Koorliatto, MeBonough and 
Smith became much worse, and, with Belooch, were unfit for any duty 


whatever. 

Tuesday, Tth,  Koorliaffo.—The dept spelled at Koorlintto, 

Wednestay, fh. Koorliatto,—This morning 1 reached the Cooper's Creek 
depOt and found no sign of Mr, Burke having visited the creek, or the natives 
having disturbed the stores. I therefore retraced iny steps to the depot whith 
remained at Koorliatto, . 3 

Thursday, th. Koorliatteo—The depbt still spelling here. Simla, one of 
Mr, Burke's camels, strayed during the day, and could not be found. 

Friday, 10th, Koorliatto.—The tebe cee again within sight of the 
depot, and one walked through the camp. . r. Brahé and nvyself still en 
route for Koorliatto, ir | 

Saturday, 11th, Koorliatfo—The depot still spelling at Koorlintto, Mr. 
Prahé and myself en rowte for the me | | 

Sunday, 12th. Koorliatto,—Mr. Hodgkinson and Botan engaged in search- 
ing for Simla, and found that he had lain on the previous night at a plots 

alled the Doctor's Camp, a little higher up the creek. At 6 Pata violent 
thunderstorm broke over the eamp, during which the absent camel voluntarily 
rejoined the mob. Rain continued throughout the night. | 

Monday, 13th, Koorliatto.—I returned to the depot at 8 this morning, 
and found the country between it and Cooper's Creck to be in general well 
grassed, but destitute of any permanent water-supply, though, from: the 
presence throughout my course of numerous wild dogs, pigeons, &c., there 
must be water accessible. The country bordering (Cooper's Creek is the most 
miserable I have ever scen, and [ am at a loss to account for the favourable 
impression it has made upon the minds of previous explorers, The ereek 
itself is bordered by stony rises entirely destitute of herbage, and mud-plains 
so fissured as to render travelling over them when dry extremely dangerets, 
and so Hable to inundation that it would be unsafe to camp upon them for 
any length of time. T’he natives who camped in great numbers “while Mr, 


na Inyeelf, Our horses hed no water from 












four were scen by Mr. Bi : | 

Friday evening until Inst evening, when the same thunderstorm that visited 

the Koorliatto dept passed over Us. en Dupes 

| Mbeenrgs 14th. Koorliatta—The depit prepared for a start, and took down 

Wednesday, 15th, Koorliatto—Packed stores, <0. ; the camels did not 

return to camp at night, as was their usual custom, the females, accormy: 

by Simla and Bell Sing, ataying out. | | 
Thureday, 16th, to Sunday, 10th, Koorliatto, — Locking for the Toast 

Benes, which were eventually recovered on Sunday, the 1ith, by Mr. Brahé 

and Belooch, with the exception of Bell Sing, which ciel they were unable to 


find, | + | | 
“Monday, 20th. Koorliatto.—Mr, Brah¢ atyl Smith engaged in looking for 
Fell Sing. but were unable to find him either on this or Poria Creek, ot in the 





conntry Lying between, At night they returned, and all the camels were tied 
up ready for starting next mornine. | 3 » 
day, 2lat, Koorlintto,—Ce loading at 6, but did ‘not finish 


till 1 rat., the horses being a considerable distance from the camp, and the 
sick Sg gt great care in their removal. When about to pince Patten on a. 
camel, he stated that he should not feel safe upon the contrivance rigged for 
his conveyance; I therefore gave orders to unpack, and re-camp immediately, 
pitching & tent for his convenience. At nightfall only eight of our fifteen 
carmela returtied to the camp. 
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Wednesday, 22nd, . Koorliatto,—During the nigh of the camels 
were heard,in the direction of Mr. Burke's camp oh cp, vat daylight 
they were disonvered to have passed the night there, Getting them up at 
twenty minutes vet 12 we effected another start, but had pot travelled 
above ‘alfacunile re we were compelled to re-camp, McDonough, who rexle 
ou horseback, fainting from weakness, Finding the camels greatly encum- 
boned, by the carriage of the Siok, I placed ont. of thar loading upon the 
horses, eer oe were but Bey Ly burdened. 

- Thursday, 2ord. iatto,— Having made some change in the disposition 
gaa tation oF the eck, I started at a quarter past 11, and reached o 
anndhill twelve miles from Roorliatto, where I camped. During the day the 
horses were watered at a claypan filled by the recent mina, The weather, 
which was very cold and windy, prevented the camels from feeling any 
inclination to drink. A continual watch was set upon them while feeding. 

Friday, 24th, Porta Creek—Saddled at dawn, The morning was bitterly 
cold and very dark. (ot away at o quarter past 10, and after travelling thines 
miles passed near a large body of natives, whe slunk away se observing tis, 
Our rate of progress with the camels was very slow, Patten ag bese 
entreating me to stop, as the motion pained him, At 4 rat. Poria 
sighted, and half an hour nee iY we camped within a mile of Mr. Burke's 
50th camp, keeping wateh all ni 

Saturday, 25th Muy, to lat June, Portia Creek. —During the period thus 
fneluded, the depét remained at Poria Crock, partly in the hope reertiting 
the weak, and ly to as al for the country between here and Bo 
Sit conit rok hone for water between these points, unless rain fell. For 
few days I had some hope of a serviceable fall of rain, os heavy clouds canied 
to the southward, and a few drops occasionally fell near the Oy The 
camels all became affected with the scab, and ono of them died from its 
effects. I made several searches after Bell Sing without avail, and on the 
3th Mr. Brohé and Botan started with the camels fit for service to take on 
water two days’ journey towards Torowotto, and on the Slat they returned; 
Mr. Brahé rting that he had deposited the water six miles north of 
Karrinpundi Swam which appeared to be quite dry. While «carching for 
Bell Sing, I ae ig times met a amall body of natives, camped down the 
coreck, and presented them with a satin in return for same fish which 
v pave me. Patten appeared slightly improved by his stay at Poria, and 
MecDonouvh and Belooch were decidedly better, Weather exceedingly cold. 

Basle, 2nd. Aarriapundid Plain —At 4 a.m. all bands were called, and 
at @ o'clock we started for our next water dependence, Torowotto, 118 miles 
distant, Smith and McDonough, who were ne better, rode on horseback. 
Botan condvcted the camels, and Dr. Beckler and Mr, Hodgkinson escorted 
Patten and Belooch, who were carried by Jambel. After great and sort 
cea cased by the necessity of adjusting pillows, &c., for Eyal, the camp 

was pitobed fifteen miles from Poria Creek, The camela were watched while * 
feeding till @ rot, and then tied up, 

Monday, 3rd. she page i.—At 2 am. the camels were fed and watched, 
amd at 8 a start erro ie ee ried with Ga eearoes 

ribet, WW t started with the horses some 
sega Sayers raped Sing tions a Livat Sean et ani Gai 
that Patten had been incessantly moaning since leaving the camp, and 

that we might sad This request, with no prospect of water before 

‘Torowotte, except that we had sent on, was not to be listened to, bamaven 
much to be regretted ; and, after attempting to console the poor fellow as far at 
possible, I gave orders to Dr. Beckler not to allow any dela ya, Under any 

 gircumsatances Whatever, Soom after Patten became delirious, yr oaiating “that 

waked brought him on to kill him, and begzing to be allowed to die where 
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he then whe. Crider: these! pallial eee eecled till a 
quarter to 6, when ad reached the spot where Mr. Brahé had depositec 
water, 1 was alarmed to find that a great portion of the water bi leaked 
out, and issued one bucket to each horse and camel. We had very little rest 
throughout the night, as the horses kept hanging about the water, and, at 
twenty minutes to 14,1 ordered the camels to be loosed, in order to give 
them every chance of feeding. Heavy rain-clouds hung over us for many 
houra, and sh a disappointed our hopes of a greater fall. 


Tuesday, arriapund?.—At a quarter to 8 started, and, travelling * 
withont stoppage till sunset, reached « spot twelve miles north of Kat Point; 


finding there to our great surprise a fine pool of water, Half a mile previously 
to reaching it, Burra, one of the sick camels, fell down, and, evidently being 
unable to travel, was left behind. Patten travelled in nearly an insensible 
condition all day. The weather was bitterly cold, and a tent was pitched nt 
night immediately we arrived at camp for his accommodation. The feed was 
very luxuriant, and the camels were allowed to remain loose all night, 

tdnraday, 6th, Hat Poiat,—The unexpected meeting with water indoced 
me to delay a little this morning, for the purpose of giving all those desirous 
of doing so the opportunity of a good wash, and it was twenty minutes to 
Il before a start was effected, While saddling, an unosu number of 
_native dogs were noticed hunting round the water, and regarding the camels 
! with great curiosity, My intention on leaving camp was to camp at Rat 
Point, as I confidently expected to find water in the hole I had previously 
discovered when leaving Torowotto, On arriving at the spot, however, #0 
circumscribed waa the aren covered by the late rainfall, I found no traces of 
water, and camped 5 miles nearer Torowotto. Patten was all day insensible, 
and unconscious of any change in his position. 

Thursday, 6th, Mud-Plains,—At 4 a... it was found that Patten had died 
during the night, and Mr. Brahé and myself dug a grave for him by firelight, 
As soon as his funeral could be ae the ey started for the bole dug 
by Dr, Beckler and Mr. Hodgkinson during their stay at Rat Point, and 
reached it at 1 o'clock, finding abundance of water in the vicinity. 

“doy, Th. Torowotto.—A great as Habba was discernible in the 
waa the only wid tenth. 






health ‘ o 1 a . 
were able to work a little, and Botan man in very | 
At an hour before sunset the horses reached Torow to, but not a drop of 
water could be found in any part of the swamp, ‘This was a great disappomt- 
ment, as | had certainly calenlated upon finding a supply, and was unwilling 
eee scanty of vat te the appearane Smor of tie sky, nd) during the 
strong bability of rom the appearance of the sky, and d the 
Sioa aad night sufficient fell to afford us a tolerably good stock of water, 
Saturclay, th, Torowalfo,—Spelled at Torowotto, Put wp two tents for 
protection against the rain, which fell intermittingly throughout the day. 
Sunday, Wh. Torewotto,—Spelled at ‘Torowotte. Packed up for a start, 
Intermittent showers throughout the day, 
Vinday, 10th, Paldromatta A benatemrenee 3 at twenty-five minutes past 
Fam. ¢ sake Paldromatta at a quarter toB pw. No water in the creek, 
litt | 


but passed a litthe on the road. | 
Tuesday, 11th. Winnaminfa,—Started at fifteen minutes pas 8 aM: 
travelled sixteen miles, and camped at a claypan near the creek, which was 


erroneously named ‘Teltawinge in the first part of the diary. 

Wednesday, 12th, Wannueminfa.—Started at 2 pw. with the camels, as 
they strayed daring the night. Met some natives who had accompanied Mr, 
Burke to Terowotto, and accepted their services ns guides to a shallow rocky 
water-hole, cight miles from our last camp, | 

Thureday, 13th. Teltawinge—Started at a quarter to 10, and reached 
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water in Tirltawinge Creek, formerly marked on the diary as Wannaminta, at 
4pm. Tracks of kangaroo abundant, whence the name of the creek, ‘Tirlta 
signifying kangaroo, Not expecting water at tthe next erbek CNanthornnge), 
I had‘ couple of bags filled for a supply. ‘The natives remained near us, and 


wero solinitons to nsaist us. 

‘dey Nw —On leaving Teltawinge T made several 
presents to our black friends, and tok one of “them, a youth of some ram 
sage of age, on with the », We reached Nuntherunge at an raeting « 

n the afternoon, and found the bed of the creck quite dry, but, by sinki 
lit of feet, obtained sufficient water for camels, horses, and bathing 
on the creek. 

. , 15th, to Friday, ist. Nuntherunge.—After camping at Nanta- 
bulla ot Hobson's Basin, and Wotwingeo—two gorges amply sup plied with 
water, in the Motanie Ranges—I proceeded to Hatoja; and finding no water 
there, are] only sufficient for the pacts at Diilpe, pour ed on with the horses to 
Coorkerern, or Kokriega, from whence, after remaining two days, | | reached the 
cia ‘on tha 18th instant; the camels arrived on the following day. Ex- 

ng heavy rain-storms at Bilpa, and between Coorkeregn, or KRokriega, 
th the river, [ established the depét camp in its former situation at the 
junction of Panamoroo Creek with the Darling. [had the honour, on the Friday 
following, to despatch Mr. Brahe with a summary of this diary, and Mr. 
Burke's despatches, addressed to the Committee ; and I trast that the celerity 
with which [ forward the messenger will be sufficient excuse for its imper- 
fect compilation and clerical deficiencies, 

W. Waroant, Officer in Charge. 









William Brahfs Sleport, 
(Heceived Ist July, 1861.) 
To the Lon, Secretary, Exploration Committee, Melbourne, 
Melbourne, 30th June, 1861. 
Sm,—I have the honour to report toyou, for the information of thy Committee, 
that on the 16th of December last Mr. Burke gave me charge of the depot 
formed by him at Cooper's Creek, and started for Eyre's Creek, en rowte for 
the Gulf of Ca ipeataria. a BO) AA, on the same day. His party consisted 
of himself, Mr. Wills, King, and Gray. He took w th him six camels and 
one horse. The party was provided with provisions for twelve weeks, I 
accompanied the party for a distance of twenty-two miles along the water- 
course of the creck, The party remaining at the dep Gt consisted of nna 
McDonough, and Mahommed, My instrnctions, Bhs by 
word of mouth, were to remain at the depGt three months, o r longer, if 
provisions and other circumstances would permit. I left the: i feed gg 
ru. on the same day and returned to thie das dort. eh es sey p day, the 
17th i we commenced cutting timber, for the erceting 
a stockade, 

Poise December—Natives, about twenty-five in number, panne the 
sa srt gy mo ergs rege sage nue 

h—On seve ya doring the w wer annoyed niin 

Fe ay On Wednesday they meceeded in stealing six camel pack-tees, 
which we had gy that “gtr and spread out on the turf on the water's 


edge to etn The under shelter of the high hank, escape 
— Mnobserved, \ Nedeine tae: ison on only late in the afternoon I did not think 
advisable to go in pursuit. During the 1 eh of Thay caervod wo 
om - Whaeks within a hundred yards of frat mes 8 Say Sscing © Lee 
ge ole On the 23rd finished the by 18 feet, and put up Mr, 
ve rom ee a et 5 ne Oo a ee 
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Harke’é tent within it, Jn this tent I kept the ammunition and firearms. 
From within the sipckade we had the other tente and the camels, which were 
kept tied up at night, ander cover of our guns. } | 
3af—Observed somo blacks stealing stealthily along the bank df the 
creek towards the camp, while one directed thom from behind «a big tree, I 
allowed them to come to within twenty paces of the camp, when suddenly 
[ealled out tothem, we at the same time firing off our guns over their hende, 
They seemed much frightened and hardly able to ran away. Great numbers 
of blacks camped near ua, . 
6th January, 1861.—A large number of natives came to the camp, whore 
demeanour roused my suspicions. Got hold of a young native an shoved 
bim off, when he fell down, In the afternoon the whole tribe returned, the 
men armed, some with spears and some with boomerangy: moat of them had 
painted their faces and bodies. I mot them ata short distance from the 
por nnd, Senor a circle round it, I gave them to understand that they 
wonld be fired at if they entered it. On some of them crossing the line I 
fired off my gun into the branches of a tree, when they retired, and did not 
molest ms any more, | 
94th December [wic],—I should like to explore the neighbourhood a little, 
but cannot safely leave the camp for longer than three or four hours; one of 
the men looking after the camels the greater pi of the day, while the other 
is away from four to five bours daily to prevent the horses from straying. I 
should have mentioned that I had charge of six camels and twelve horses, two 
of the camels very scabby. Grass is getting very dry and searce near the 
camp, We are obliged to hang all onr stores on boughs of trees to protect 
them from the rats, of which we killed about forty every night for some time. 
26th February.—l rode up a conical hill bearing north-west by north from 
the depit. It is distant about nine miles, and one of a chain of bills running 
north-east and south-west, From the top of this hill I anw another | 
distant about fifteen to twenty miles, much broken and considerably higher 
than the one 1 was on, ‘The country between the two is stony, like thas 
lat Marche—Natives leas numerous, Looking out anxiously for Mr. Burke's 
return. One day I took a ride up the creck which joins Cooper's. Creek 
opposite our camp, coming from *.8.u., following it up about six miles, and: 
found bed and banks thic y timbered with myall. The coun in that 
direction is very stony. From the top of a stony rise I saw a low range 
running east ond west, distant about fifwen miles, Blacks passing now and ~ 
then, offering us nets and fish; we made it a rule never to acoept the least 
thing from them, but made some of them little presents, as left-otf clothes. 
Lith.—Abont twenty-five natives with their families passed here Inst night 
on their way up the creck, offering nets and fish, ‘They gave me to understand 
that there would be plenty of water in the creek short , and that wo might 
* swim on the flat the stockade was on. = | 
lat April.—During the first twenty-four days of March the heat has been 
: inet than might be expected for the season, and especially the nights were 
mtolerably sultry, a great deal more so than the warmest of January. On 
the 24th there was a sudden change : it began to blow hard, the nigh 





lay the dust. "The blacks stole a camel pack-saddle from us on the 27t 
_ while I was away from the camp. They carried it about a mile down the 
creek, wheg Patten overtook them and recovered the saddle, but it was torn 


we, a =i 
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4th—Patten commenced shoeing the horsea, lest he might become incapaci- 
lated by disease, as be felt very unwell. ae ye 

I cee after shoeing two hulesi was obliged to take to his bed, suffering 
acute fain, and was not afterwards able to move about, , 

15th,—Patten is getting worse, McDonough and I began to feel alarming 


sympt of the sume . | 
yeh here is no probability of Mr. Burke returning this way. Patten ia 
in a deplorable state, and desirous of being removed to the Darling to obtain 
medical assistance, and our provisions will soon be reduced to a quantity 
insufficient to take us back to the Darling, if the trip should tum ont diffionlt 
and tedious, Being also sure that I and McDonough would not much longer 
escape scurvy, I, after most seriously considering all cireumstances, made up 
my mind to start for the Darling on Sunday next, the 2let, The horses have 
lately got into the habit of straying; missed five of them a few days ago, and 
found them about fifteen miles from the comp, Last ete we had o 
welcome rain for the first time since 8th December (except some slight showers 
on 24th and 25th March), The last three days have been fine and cool, but 
now it again looks like rain, although the barometer is very high—higher, 
indeed, than it has been during our stay here. ; | 
21et,—Left the depit at 10 o'clock a.w., leaving 60 Tha, of flour, 50 Tbs, of 
oatmeal, 560 lbs, of sugar, and 30 lbs. of rice buried near the stockade, ot the 
foot of a tree, and marked the word “dig” on the tree. I took 150 Iba, 
of flour, 75 tha, of sugar, about 70 (bs, of ontmenl, 1 bag of rice, 4 Iba, of tea, 
aod a small quantity of bieenits, Taking into consideration that we would be 
obliged to travel slowly on account of Eatten, and on account of the scarcity 
of water which I ealeulated to have to contend with, and would probably be 
on the mad tothe Darling at least six or seven weeks, I considered that 1 could 
not take lesa provisions, Patten was placed ona quiet camel, We travelled 
very slowly, and halted at 5 o'clock pow., having made about fourteen miles, 
22nd.——Sta Started at 8 o'clock, and reached Camp 63 (Rat's Hole) at 11°30 
A.M, finding the frame of a camel pack-saddle stuck ina tree, We had put 
away the saddle in some bushes when we abandoned the place on account of 
the rats, but the natives had found it. Halted at Camp 62. “ 
23rd.—Were visited by about seventy or eighty natives, some of them old 
acquaintances, Threw away a bag of camel-shoes to lighten the burthens of 
the two sick camels. Travelled twenty-cight miles, and halted at Camp 60, 
Splendid grasa in bed of creek, | 
24th,—Filled two pair of water-bags with water, and started for Bulloo at ~ 
1230 FM, going B8.e, Findings little water and plenty of good grass, halted 
ators. Was compelled to throw away nine pair of water-bags to be able to 
vos Sade Finest country in the neighbou of Cooper's Creek. 


—Started at B amt, From eleven o'clock passed over very stony 
country, Three o'clock, stony range. Halted at 6°15 r.u., between rnged 


without water or grass, 

26fh—Having kept a careful watch over the camels and horses, we were 
enabled to start at 6:30 aw. Till 11 o'clock very stony and scrubby 
ui to pass orer, When clear of mnges, followed an £,8.5. course, crossing 
several croeks without water running; south-west bank of creeks thickly 
timbered with gum. The erecks looked likely to contain some water, but 
Pushed on without searching for it. At 3 p.m, came upon sandy, well-grassed _ 
and thinly-timbered reget H Paani of birds, as pigeons, crows, wc. ; 
i one at a creek, probably MeDonongh’s Cr We had to watch our cattle 
eely the whole night, as want of water made them inclined to ramble, and . 

ey showed no inclination to feed. . 
th.—Started at 6-4 a.t., taking an east by south course, as the appearance 
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of the ranges to the north and north-east led me to believe that T had kept 
rather too much tosthe south, I continued on this course till 9 amm., when I 

pot a glimpae of a high ridge, which | recognised as the western 3 
* ridge of the Bulloo Plains, Went cast till 10 aw, then east by north, am 
arrived nt the Bulloo Creek, at Camp 62, at 145 pa, When crossing Mr. 
Burke's old track I noticed fresh tracks of boraca and camels going in different 
directions,which were not more than ten to twelve days old, and I conjectured 
that the party left at Menindie had been at Bulloo, or were there still, Ag I 
could not expect to find water down the creek, I followed up our old track,” 
knowing that there rust be water in a large channel which we had passed 
on our way to Cooper's Creek, about five miles from Camp 62, At 4ra.1 
reached several small but deep water-holes with plenty of water, and camped 
there, Woe had much trouble to keep the horses from plunging into the water, 
most of them having had no water for exactly 100 hours, I decided upon 
remaining there the whole of the following day, not only to refresh the cattle, 
but also to search for traces of the Darling party. 
 28¢h.—Went very early in search of the horses up the creek. At about 
daylight I got in sight of them, at the same time observing stnoke risit 
within 300 yards from me, and near the horses. There wns not light ‘achat 
to we well, and I thought I had dropped upon a camp of natives,-and resolved 
peor to Sse ee ; n them respecting the Darling party, 

r going a few yards farther, | saw to my at surprise a European 
advance nthe me. It was Mr. Hodgkinson. He led me to Mr. Wright's 
camp; and alter bringing in our partys with horses and camels, &e., I placed 
myself and party under the ordera of Mr, Wright. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

Wir. Baank. 





XXVIIL—Route in Exploring a Road from Albernie Canal to 
Nanaimo, in Vancouver Island, in May, 1861, with a Track 
Chart, By Commander Ricuanp C. MAyse, 2.N., F.B.G-8. 








Read, May 12, 1862. 

To Captain G. H. Ricuanns, 2.x., P.0.0.8., H.M.5. Hecate. 

HLM.S, Hecate, Vancouver Island, May, 1861. 

I wave the honour to inform you that, in compliance with 
your orders, I left the Albernie settlement at 10 on the morning 
of the 29th of April, with six Indians, one man from the Hecate, 
and Mr, Bamfield, the Indian agent. After crossing the low coast- 
ridge we passed over about 2 miles of level land, and then com- 
menced a gradual ascent, and continued to ascend till we camped, 
—our camp being about 800 feet above the sea. During the latter 
part of the day the old hunter, who was the leader among the 
joduaes had been edging more to the northward than I liked ; and 
L explained that we wanted to pass between Mounts Arrowsmith 
and A foriarty, and pointed it out on the chart to him. He insisted 
that if we went that way we should have to cross snow mountains, 
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he having been there hanting; and he said he knew a way farther 
north by-which we could get into the valley bayond the “steep 
ridge,” though farther than that he did not know. Having 
satistied myself that he did not mean to go by “ Horne Lake,” | 
agreed to let him pilot, as the Indians showed great reluctance to 
trying the southern way, and some desire to return at once, and I 
knew it would be easier to make them go my way returning. Ags 
Zt turned out, it was fortunate we did not try that way, for I after- 
wards found Arrowsmith and Moriarty are joined by a snow- 
covered ridge: and if I had had to turn back, the Indians would 
have been so disheartened that I probably should not have been 
able to get them to try again. 
| Next morning (50th) we continued to ascend for an hour, when 
we reached the summit of the ridge, about 1200 feet above the sea, 
The whole of this ascent had been by a very easy grade ; nothing 
to prevent a road being led straight up it; and | found on returning 
that even then we did not cross in the lowest part of the ridge, 
which might have been passed at an elevation of 700 or 800 feet, 
if not less) We descended on the north side somewhat more 
abruptly, and at the bottom came to a good-sized stream, 30 or 40 
oss wide, running to the northward, which I called “ Elk 
River.” Crossing this we walked along a lightly-timbered level 
land, here and there rather swampy, for 3 or 4 miles, when we 
came to a small lake, about 4 miles long, and lying east and west, 
into which the Elk River empties itself. ‘The soil from the moun- 
tain foot appeared very good, and the elk are numerous; we saw 
upwards of a dozen, and shot one, without going out ofeour course. 

Arrived at the lake, the Indians’ knowledge of the country 
ceased; none of them had ever seen this lake before, and they 
gave up all charge, One old fellow expressed great disgust with 
my compass, because it could not tell me where the high mountain 
(Arrowsmith) was; but as [ confidently asserted I knew the way 
to Nanaimo perfectly, they were content to go on. We walked 
along the south shore of the lake about half its length, and then 
camped, and made a raft to continue our journey on, | 

I was at this time uncertain if the lake did not extend farther. 
than we could see, as there appeared a gorge in the south-enst 
corner; and as it caused.no delay in making, I thought a mile or 
two on the raft would rest the Indians, who were pretty heavily 
laden, We found next morning that the rafting saved us an 
awkward struggle over two bluffs which we came to about half a 
mile farther on, and which projected perpendicularly over the 
lake, exiepaing over 100 yards each, ee i 150 feet high; and 







very steep up to the surmmit of the mountain in this pa 


ar _ Ebave mentioned these bluffs in my letter to the Governor from. 





though the blutis themselves are not more than this byight, it is” 
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Nanaimo. (a copy of which is annexed to this) as the greatest, 
or, in fact, the only obstacle to the road between Alberuie and 
Nanaimo. Io that letter I stated that I thought it possible a more 
careful examination might wnable an engineer to the road 
over these without blasting; a second visit, however, has led me 
to alter this opinion, and I now feel sure some blastin, though L 
could not say how much, would be required if a ma ef gis: 
were being constructed; but a trail might be made to pass over 
them. I now think that the pg ey constructing the road 
might prefer the north side of the e to the south; as, though 
generally the mountain comes, steeper down to the edge on 
that side, and there did not appear to be so much of a beach as 
there ison the south side all along, except at these bluffs, I did 
not see any such positive impediment as the bluffs present, and 
there may be level enough to. carry the trail along. 

At the head of the lake, which we found did not extend farther 
than we had seen, there is a small hill, which I at first. took. for 
“Solitary Hill,” over the top of which we crossed, and then 
ascended the higher ridge behind it, as chown by the red line on 
the accompanying tracing. My object in keeping up was to. get 
sight of t exhada Feak, or some other point to fix my position; 
but the road would be brought into the lake through the wide 
gorge in the north-east corner, through which a large river, 40 or 
50 yards wide, runs from the lake to the northward. I was dis- 
appointed in the hope of obtaining any bearings, as between the 
incessant, or almost incessant, rain, and the mists over the gulf, we 
could see, nothing, tho Ase trees hep anprregan edt bee 
purpose. Descending on the north side the ridge, we od 
an easterly course along the level land. at its foot. It was 1 Pam. 
on the Ist of May when we reached the bottom of this ridge ; and. 
from that time till we made the sea at the head of North-west 
Bay the same hour on the 3rd, the country over which we ‘avelled 
was perfectly level, in most places thinly timbered, and with a few 
watches of samp, The nature of the soil varied considerably. 

n some places we passed over many acres of a black vegetable 
mould, free from stones ; while others, though certaimly the sinaller 
proportion, were hard and sandy, and covered with stones. There 
was much less undergrowth than I have.been accustomed to meet 
with, which was a considerable relief, though probably owing more 
to the earliness of the season than to anything else; a month later 
would make a considerable difference in this respect. ‘The gene- 
rality of this country, however, appeared as if it was never very 
thickly covered, and was well adapted for settlement. In speaking 
of all this as level, 1 must oareee couple of gorges mentioned in 
my formér letter, about 100 feet deep, through which run two 
rivers, 50 or 60 yards wide. pag 

ie 
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At 1 p.m. on the 3rd, as I have said, we opened the sea about 
half a mile off, and I found, to my disgust, that I wes much farther 
north.than I thought. I had imagined, by keeping easterly from 
the lake, we should have passed behind (south of) the hills south 
of Nanoose, At first I attributed it to bad steering since ae 
the lake, but when I got bearings on my return | urney I founc 
the mistake was on the other side: I had put the lake too far 
gouth, 

After making the sea we steered south, to avowl Nanoose 
Harbour, and at 3 came out at the head of it. As I intended 
passing behind the south Nanoose hills on my way back, I did not 
Grea the men, some of whom were showing signs of being knocked 
up, to go behind them now, as they were very anxious to go round 
ths beach, and then cut straight across to the eastward of the hills. 
Accordingly we walked along the beach to the long point beyond 
Entrance Island, and camping there for the night, took to the bush 
in the morning Soar and reached Departure Bay at 3, and Na- 
naimo at 5 pw. on the same day. I was again misled in steering 
for Nanaimo, by the two small lakes being marked much too far 
south. When | reached them I Jaid off my course for Nanaimo 
on the chart, and instead of coming out there I came out in De- 
parture Bay, 3 miles north of it. The country between Nanoose 
and Nanaimo is fairly level ; and though in some places there is a 
good deal of fallen timber and one or two small swamps, a road 
might easily be made along it. | 

remained at Nanaimo two days to recruit the party, and sent 
from thence the original of the annexed letter and a tracang of my 
route, approximately half an inch to a mile (nautical), to his Excel- 
lency the Governor. My route is a good deal altered in the one 
I have now cpeerered, having corrected it on my way back. On 
my way to Nanaimo, as I have said, the increasing rain prevented 
my seeing orb whenever I did get on high ground, and I had 
to be guided wholly by compass course and estimated distance. 

_ When I mustered my party to prepare for return, I found three 
of the Indians quite unable to go, One had been ill from the first, 
and was nearly turning back fro | the first day's walk ; the other 
two had such swollen feet and legs that I saw they would be more 
hindrance than help if I took them into the bush, ‘These Indians 
are not used to travelling, as those on the main are; for the diffi- 
culties of this travelling are not to be compared to my las ag 
British Columbia, when none of the Indians were done up, The 
oe ne to be done was to start with the other three, as we 

i mot then get any Nanaimo Indians to go; and we accord- 


OOU 


ingly prepared to start, leaving everything but the blankets and six 


days’ provisions with the sick, to be brought by them across the 
Qualicun Te A ieeacs ther eect able tc mane At the eleventh 
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hour, however, Mr. Horne got a Nanaimo Indian to go with us to 
show us as much as he knew of his part of the country: when he 
agreed to go, two others asked to accompany him ; and at fast all 
three wanted to go all the way. As the provisions were as much 
as the three Albernie Indians could carry, and Mr. Bamfield and I 
were packing our own blankets, instruments, axes, &c., T was not 
sorry to take the Nanaimos, and gladly unpacked myself, and added 
a bag of flour to our provisions, so that we were safe for ten or 
twelve days | ie 
We got away at noon on Tuesday (7th), and followed up the 
Mill Stream and along Pearse Plain till 6, when we camped at 
the western entrance of the clear land, and on the east bank of the 
Mill Stream, or Millstone River, as it is sometimes called. | 
_ I marked, on the tracing sent to the Governor, the track I 
intended endeavouring to pursue on my way back to Albernie, 
which was nearly that proposed by you on the outward journey, 
and marked on the tracing you sent to his Excellency, that is to 
say, passing between Mounts Arrowsmith and Moriarty. When 
I passed the small lakes on Saturday, I ascended the . Il over 
the eastern one, and from that I saw the land north-east of Mount 
Benson was very clear for several milee—or perhaps I should say 
lightly diaheres, rather than clear—and at the same time that 
there was a ridge east of Benson, which must be passed to the 
northward. Accordingly we steered go as to cross the good land 
and ascend a middle eA e, which I had seen between the south 
Nanowse Mounta oe . one up west a Piped to 
get some oma : if possible to see also, as the weather 
was now fine and clear, hoe there was a valley between the 
two snow peaks openaa® and Arrowsmith), or if it was, as the 
Indians said, snow-covered from one to the other. We kept about 
west all day, skirting the south side of the south Nanoose Hills, 
‘keeping above the valley, through which runs the Nanoose River. 
At 3 pat. we descended, and crossed the Nanoose River, here 
about 30 or 40 yards wide, and continued along level land till 


t. 
Pete morning (Sth) we ascended the ridge on the west side of 
the Nanoose River, and reached the summit at 8, and by getting 
up a convenient tree I got the desired bearings. Finding by them 
that I was again farther north than I wished to be, I kept along to 
the ridge to the south-west, till at 9 we came to a clear bare nob, 
from which we had a splendid view of both foriarty and Arrow- 
smith; and, alas for the direct route! an equally ¢ ‘view of a 
ridge about 2000 feet high joining the two. ihe Indians, of 
course, schuckled immensely when we saw this proof of their 
superior knowledge, and the old hunter said we sh be up to 
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our necks in snow if we tried to cross it. I had, however, not the 
slightest wish to try the experiment. I saw at onfe that it would 
be quite useless as a rond-way even if we succeeded in crossing It, 
and | determined to return by the lake; but, instead of going 
down on to the lével Jand agnin, to keep the ridge, correct m 

chart, and get a better idea of the lay of the land. We crosec 
the eastern of the two large rivers at 10, and the western one at 
4 p.; the gorges of both of these streams were much deeper here 
than where we had crossed them below, and the rivers deeper. We 
had great difficulty in fording the second one. At 9 the next day 
(10th), having kept a little northward, we imet one of our old 
marks at the southerly bend, marked on my outward journey, and 
imagining we were nearly up to the lake, kept to the south-west, 
to get on the summit of the ndge, which we reached at 4, and saw 
the opening of the lake beneath us. Descending the west ade of 
the ridge, we reached the end of the lake at 6. We found the 
timbers of the raft lying on the beach, and soon put it together 
ae Next morning (11th) we started on the raft, and went the 
whole length of the lake with it, reaching thé west end at 10; it 
took us a little longer than walking, but the rest to the Indians 
was worth the delay. At 10 we started along the Elk River, and 
by keeping its west bank avoided the swampy ground we had 
feed belers, arid at 1 reached the foot of the ndge. 

_ We were not so fortunate with respect to the elk as when going; 
' for though we saw lots of fresh trails, we were disappointed im not 
getting a shot at one, aid had to content ourselves with the remains 
of the pork, we had kept on purpose for frying the elk wifh, for our 
breakfast ; which was the more annoying, as we had all along bar- 
gained on getting an elk when we crossed the lake. I determined, 
instead of going through the gorge, to cross the east summit of the 
ridge, so as, if possible, to catch a glimpse of Mount Arrowsmith, 

which I had not seen since the 9th, when on the other (north) side ~ 
of the lake. We ascended, keeping well to the south, and reached 
the summit at 2. We then continued along the ridge, and just 
when we were beginning to descend, and I had almost given up 
the hope of seeing anything, we came to a clear spot, and saw 
Mount Arrowsmith, as it is seldom seen, esi clear to the very 
top. From this we kept South-west, and deacended the ridge by 
almost as ensy a slope as we had ascended it by when setting out 
on the 29th-30th, followed the small river which runs inte the 
Somas about a mile above the mill, and camped about 4 miles 
from Albernie, Next morning we proceeded down the hill, and 
‘reached the settlement at 10, coming out on the beach about half . 
|. Ihave marked my track both ways on the inch-scale sheet of the 
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coast, and filled in as much topography asl am able. I have made 
a tracing of this, according to your orders, for his Excellency the 
Governor. } : 

I have marked on the tracing the route I think it advisable a 
road should take if one 1s cut, I mentioned, in my letter from 
Nanaimo to the Governor, the advantages the northern, or comst- 
route, appeared to me to possess over the more direct one, before I 
knew the direct one to be nm cticable ; and it is needless repeating 
them now we know that no direct valley exists, and that, if another 
ae be required, it must be sought for southward of Mount Benson, 

nd towards the entrance, rather than the head, of the Albernie 
I have marked a proposed line nearer the coast than I myself 
pa: L imagine this will be found preferable, as the river gorges 
mentioned will probably be found considerably less steep near the 
shore than avi up, as I have mentioned I found much 
steeper, and the streams deeper, when I crossed the second time 
than at the first. You will see I have drawn the proposed line by 
two ways from Nanoose to Nanaimo, because as a matter of expense 
or difficulty in cutting I believe there would be found little or no 
difference between them, as they would take advantage of all the 
clear land to the western extreme of Pearse Flain in either. The 
southern one would open up the largest tract of available land, the 
other Nanoose harbour, thongh the southern might by a little devi- 
ation be made to dothisalso. The choice of thee, therefore, appears 
to be entirely a question of colonial policy—whether his Excellency 
deems it?most advantageous to the colony to take it through the 
valley of the Nanoose River, in which there is considerable avail- 
this magnificent harbour for loading and unloading vessels. 

There is one other consideration, which is ine the Colonial 
Surveyor has determined on for the road between Nanaimo and 
Victoria. If he intends bringing it ‘nto the south-west of Mount 
Benson, through the valley the Nanaimo River, as he will pro- 
bably have to do, the southern road will for about 10 miles answer 
as the commencement or termination of the Victoria read; and 
you well know that im this country a mile of road represents a con- 
siderable sum of money. . | 

In conclusion, I must thank Mr. Bamfield for the assistance he 
rendered me by his knowledge of Nootka language. 

I have, &e., 


able land, or bring Nanoose more Ma nlsading ves and have 
the 
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XEVIIL—On the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, By 
. Herr M. G. Hermesporr. 


Tae Isthmus of Tehuantepec is approached from the Pacific 
Ocean by the Bay of La Ventosa, situated between 16° 11' 36” 
and 16° 12° 49” y. lat., and 95° 13’ 26” and 95° 15’ 52” long. \w. 
from Greenwich. The harbour, or rather ve Surabaya is formed 
by a promon of yellow rock, called Terro Morro, rising 
al ¥ oe ia” and affords shelter from westerly winds, 
but 1s otherwise quite exposed. By building a breakwater about 
half a mile long, from promontory into the sea, I should 
think eee would be rendered quite safe. I never heard that 
any life was lost in landing, but [ reckon very few persons get on 
shore without taking, nolens rolens, a shower-bath, on account of 
the heavy surf. On my arrival in La Ventosa, in April, 1857, 
there was only one shanty; but the late Louisiana ‘chasitenss 
Company have since erected several buildings, which are already 
falling into decay, and the place seems doomed to become again 
as quiet and dreary as it ever was before. The port has been 
dec open, but there is, in fact, very little trade. A piquet 
guard, of some 20 soldiers, accompanied by as many women, are 
generally stationed here, 

_ Along the coast, in a seer direction, various hillocks project 
into the sea, forming coves ; in the same direction, at a distance 
of a few miles, is located the Salina de Santa Cruz, where, in dry 
seasons, quantities of salt are made by solar evaporatifn, The 
little bay of Santa Cruz is pronounced a safer harbour than La 
Ventosa, About 60 miles farther westward is the harbour of 
Huatulco, which used to be the seaport of Oaxaca when Mexico 
was under Spanish domination, but now-a-days it is quite aban- 
doned ; in the course of the whole year it is scarcely visited by 
more than a few little craft. 

Eastward from La Ventosa the country is a low sandy plain, 
covered with brushwood. At some distance begin lagoons, spreacd- 
ak, pete different denominations and shapes upwards of 50 
miles distant, being connected with the Pacific by a small channel, 
called Boca Carra. These lagoons are full of shoals and quick- 
sands, and can only be navigated by canoes; they are, besides, 
renowned for the great quantity of shrimps, fish, tortoises, alli- - 
gators, and aquatic birds The lagoons form together a great 

nm islands and peninsulas, where game, as deer, hare, &c., are 
found in immense quantities. ‘The inhabitants are Indians, de- 
from a tribe called Huaves, The coast, all the way 
Guatimala, is very low, and intersected by esteros, or 
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ereeks, which can be navigated by canoes; but there is no harbour 


between this and Istapa, or, as it is more frequently called, San 
José de Guatimala, distant from La Ventosa by sea about 30) 





miles, and by land 390 or 400 miles | 
An undulating plain, of alluvial soil, with some singular and 


wominent mountain-peaks, covered with light timber, extends to 
the nurthward for a distance of upwards of 40 miles. This plain. 
is bounded on the west by several mountain ranges, and on the 
north by the Cerros Prieto, Masuatea, and their rece | pro- 
longations. In an easterly direction it is partly bounded by the 


or and farther east it is interrupted by the Sierra Madre, 
which approaches the Pacific at a distance of 20 miles. The 
whole country, seen from the summit of a hill, looks, with little 
exception, like a continuous forest; and the buildings and fields 
under cultivation are so embowered in shrubs that they can 
hardly be discerned. The soil is a loam, unmingled with 
sand; and the most prominent feature of the vegetation is a 
cactus. It grows as a tree, of 2 or 3 feet in diameter, and 7 or 8 
feet high; and then, branching out into smaller columns, similar 
to a candelabra, bears a palatable fruit, called pitara. In some 
arts are large groves of palm-trees, and all over the plain sandal 
and logwood are found, but not in great quantities. A number 
of rivers and streams deseend from the mountains, draming the 
plain in various directions. The part beyond the Cerro I ito 
presents quite another appearance. ‘At is about 800 feet higher, 
and forms almost a continuous body of broken upland, prairies, 
ant highlands, with occasional small valleys, fertile spots, and 
clumps of bushes and trees. Over a penal pases ible soil, 
lying on a calcareous or slate tufa, supports a ibaa of grass, 
affording pretty good pasture. A portion of these plateaux is 
covered with palm-trees. The whole is drained by the Amalaya 
and Hochapa creeks, and by the Matatengo, Pashiné, Mongone, 
and Terabie rivers, besides a large number of smaller creeks. 
The belt eastward from La Urivela is connected with the Pacific 
plain by the portillo (gap) of Tarifa. Northward the plateaux 
extend towards the La Puerta River, for a distance of 40 miles. 
Three wiles from the La Puerta the country bégins to be covered 
with densely-wooded forests, and continues to be so for upwards of 
48 miles. From the mouth of thedalopee river, 29 miles from the 
La Puerta, the country ia very low, subject to partial inunda- 
tions from the Goatzacoalco and Jaltepec rivers. This level is 
in ed by the Encantada mountain and some other ranges of 
hills, # Seed the river Goatzacoalco from the west. At the 
hereeata of Almagro, 12 miles from Arayucan, and about 40 
miles from Suchil, commences a moderately elevated table-land, 


partially wooded, Farther north are Llanos, alternating with occa- 
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sional patches of’ timber, extending many miles in a northerly 
and westerly direction. ‘Towards the Gulf of Mexico the surface 
of. the country is very undulating, and the soil gravel and sandy 
loam, the hills being sometimes sparsely covered with a stunted 
growth of trees and bushes, The strip skirting the Goatzacoalco 
iver is a rich sandy loam, sustaining a dense growth of vege- 
_ tation, and susceptible of profitable culture. Several lange villages 
are situated in this portion, inhabited mostly by Indians, prm- 
cipally devoted to agriculture and stock-raising. Bordering the — 
gulf is a strip of land, composed of sand-hills and low bottom, 
affording good pasture and separated from the perme a 
river. ‘The east part is considered healthy, and is often visited by 
_ invalids to recruit their health. The east side of the Goatzacoalco, 
from thie Uspanapa river, consists of a level plain, alternatin 
with gently undulating hills, approached by high lands, whie 
commence near the east side of the river, at Paronuevo. The 
preates rt of the low plain is liable to be overflowed. The road 
from Minatitlan to ‘Tabasco leads through this district, which 
is considered as rich and fertile as any other in the country. 
The portion between the Uspanapa and Choachapa rivers is formed 
by several extensive pafreros, intersected by timber; the whole 
subject to inundations. Farther south the surface is more broken 
and hilly, covered with a dense forest, extending to the Chima- 
lapa mountains. ‘The highest ridge of these mountains—upwards 
40 miles from the Pacific Ocean—forms the dividing Ime be- 
tween the two oceans. They are united, south-east, through the 
Guinata mountain, with the Sierra Madre, which latter follows 
its main direction down to Guatimala; westward, the Chimalapa 
mountains are connected, through the Cerros de Albrisias, Con- 
verito and el Portillo de ‘Tarifa, with the Cerros Piedra Parada, 
Espinosa, Masahuiata, and Prieto; which mountains form the 
dividing age of the two oceans for the central part of thie 
Isthmus. Through one of the gaps which are formed by the 
latter mountains, the railroad must pass, if ever one should be 
constructed through this Isthmus. ‘The Guirhilona mountamms— 
which are linked with the Cerro Prieto, through the Portillo of ~ 
Chivela—connect farther west with higher mountains, extending 
in various directions over Mexico. 
The whole republic of Mexico presents vo river which is navi- 
\ gated by steam, but several could be rendered fit to carry smal] 
steamboats, oe from 18 to 24 inches of water. ‘The most 


important river in t is Part is the Goatzacoalco, which may be con- 
| Pal 





sidered as the father | the othera. The denomination Goatza- 

-eoaleo stands, in the idiom of the natives, for the word snake ; 
tht’ name. It collects its waters on the northern slope of the 
“eee 
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CChimalapa mountains from several branches, of which the prin- 
cipal is called Ef Corte. After being joined by the Cliihalapilla, 
and 1 mile lower down by the Milagro river—both coming Trom 
the north-east—the course is south-west. The hr ape 
resque; im one tt » a projecting rock presents f orm of an 
alligator. In esconding farther, three tribataries enter the 
main river by the left bank. The first of these is the Milagro, 3- 
imjlea lower down; the second is the Isevalapa; and the third 
is the Cayoltepec, about 6 miles from the latter. At the ¢on- 
fluence of the ‘said Iscualapa River, the mean direction becomes 
north-west. The Goatzacoaleo has in the upper part of its course 
dentate af rendales (rapids). mew of them are strong 
and dangerous. Nineteen miles below Malatengo river is the 
mouth of the Serabia river, In the immediate vicinity is Mal- 
paso, formerly of some note, having been for a number of years 
the only place of embarkation and debarkation for all goods and 
products fetched across the Isthmos, Diagonally opposite to 
this place, on the righ bank of the Goatzacoaleo river, 16 the site 
of a colony, established in the year 1823, by French settlers, but 
long since abandoned. Now-a-days there exists no other settle- 
meut higher up the river than Suchil, distant 21 miles from the 
confluence of the Serabia. From here down, the river-banks begin 
to be a little more lively. Several montertas have built thetr 
dwellings alongside the river; and some farms and villages are 
either in progress of erection or already erected. The nearest per- 
mayent settlement from here 1s La Vacaquefia, a rancho and 
monteria, dwned by a Spaniard. The river forms—close ‘to the 
habitation, which is situated on the left bank—a very troublesome 
nssage for canoes and rafts at low-water. About 14 mile beyond, 
4 miles from Suchil, by the river, is Brewer's Place, owned by 
an American lady, widow of a French gentleman. She possesses 
a pretty large stock of cattle, and cultivates vegetables and froits, 
to be sold in Minatitlan. At a place called La Horqueta, about 
40 miles from Minatitlan, the river branches and forms a large 
‘Jand. The main arm turns to the right, and the other, after 
having thadé a large bend to the west, joins the main branch again, 
13 a from Minatitlan. Several Indian ecttléments and coru- 
fields are situated on the banks of the western branch, called Brazo 
_ Mistan. On the other branch, called Brazo Apogongo lie several 
ranchos, surrounded by patches of cultivated land. Descending 





farther the right shore of the river is flat, and able to becom 

temporarily inundated. Two considerable tributaries—the Uspa- 
.napa and the Choachapa—flow in here by the seht bank. ‘The 
hanks éxbibit the same characteristics for nearly the whole length 
of the river, Sometimes they are sloping; but more genera’ ’, 
particularly in the upper and middle region, beth banks are 
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studded with luxuriant forests, with varied shades of green, 
When ~ ee bed of on river is filled with*water, it assumes 
a most beautiful aspect. In some parts snags are very numerous, 
and the water is shallow and fuigionae ¢) ba nevertheless, it could 
be made navigable for nee steamers as far as Malpasa, 
and even higher up. The mouth of the river is situated in 
_ 18° 8 20" nilabs and 4° 32' 50" long. w. from Greenwich; and 
its length may be estimated at upwards of 200 miles. 

The next most important of streams is the U/spanapa, taking its 
rise in the unexplored region of the Chimalapa Mountains, It is 
navigable for a long distance, and has a great many monterias in 
its vicinity. At a distance of 18 miles from its mouth, on its right 
bank, some French emigrants commenced a colony in the year 
1623, but it has long been abandoned. Notwithstanding the 
favourable character of this river, there exists no other settlement 
on its margin than a few ranchos. The river joins the Goatza- 
coaleo $ miles from Minatitlan. 

The Choachapa is another tributary to the Goatzacoaleo. It is 
navigable for some distance, and also flows from the Chimalapa 
mountains; runs almost parallel with the Uspanapa, and falls 
into the Goatzacoalco 4 miles above Minatitlan. 

The Chalehijapa, a stream taking its source in the Chimalapa 
mountains, joins the Goatzacoaleo 14 miles below Suchil. No 
stream of any note enters higher up the Goatzacoaleo, on the 
right bank. 

The Hucsuntan takes its rise in the Suntla range of mountgins, 
and is afterwards joined by the Chacalapa, which rises inh small lake 
J miles south of Arayacan ; the course is then north-east. ‘Towards 
the Gulf it branches. The principal arm turns to the right, and 
falls into the Goatzacoalco, under the name of Rio de las Cal- 
gadas, 4 miles from the Gulf. The left branch connects with the 
Gulf through a small channel, called La Barilla. 

The next tributary of the Goatzacoaleo of any importance is 
£1 fio de Jattepu. It rises in the mountains of Villa Atta, 
follows for the most part a course from west to east, and empties 


into the Goatzacoaleo 3 miles below Suchil. The banks of the ” 


upper regions are inhabited by Mijes; and the river is navigable 
for ae far as Tath, or Aloodonal, about 50 miles from the 
mou 


: RRP - 
About 24 miles from the mouth, on the right bank, there are 


two caves, of apparently considerable extent. One was perfectly 
dry when I passed; the other I entered with a aster ia for 
want of light, I could not expl yn the i it 
| itv this country could have been continued” lon 
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would have become a large place. In the first place, it was selected 
to ecome the head of the river-navigation, instead of Suchil; and 
secondly, it was the point where the projected railroad from oeean 
to ocean was to cross the river. For a considerable distance to the 
right, the river-banks form densely-wooded highlands ; and the left 
banks are low and flat, intersected by a few streams running from 
north-west to south-east. The current is generally stronger than , 
in the Goatzacoalco, and the river full of snags, which, however, 
at not prevent the little steamer Suchil making several trips to 
El Jumnapa, generally called La Puerta, is a river, rising in a 
mountainous district lying south from the Jaltepee river. It is 
navigable for boats during six mouths, to the point where the Com- 


pany's ho aia intersects the stream. A few miles below the 
Pon: the Portugero river enters by the left bank, and the river con- 
tinues a course in an easterly direction; but it has so many sharp 
turns, that I should think it would be very troublesome and dan- 
gerous to navigate it by steamers. Seven miles above Suchil the 
river joins the Goatzacoalco, Over the Jumnapa River the said 
Louisiana-Tehuantepec Company built a bridge; but it was so 
badly constructed that the high water took it away before it was 
fnished. ‘The La Puerta Pass now forms the embarcadero, in the 
rainy season, for the products which are brought down from the 
Pacific side, to be forwarded to the Gulf coast, and rice versd. 

The Serabia River takes its rise in two forks on the northern 
slope of a mountain-range west from St Domingo; runs first from 
west to north, and -afterwards, taking an eastern direction, dis- 
charges Stselt into the Gostesconlen, Sore ‘cances oid The 
Serabia has water enough to be navigable for canoes all the year 
round ; but it has several rocky barriers in its bed, which impede 
navigation. : 

] Mongéne River comes from the mountains of San Juan 
Guichicovi, and joins the Malatengo after a short course. 

El Pachind takes its source near Guichicovi, and falls into the 
Malatengo, 4 miles below the town. 

+ _—i Malatengo is formed by the rivers of i Del Banco, and 
tone ote oh od by lied Awaloys 1a Ito 
ards the Malatengo is joined by El Rio- de Amaloya, El Rio « 

@ Parifa, and numerous oa ereeks which drain the plateaux 
" situated north from Cerro Prieto. ioe . 

El Rio Verde is formed byte junction of El del Marques 
(creek) and the Torrentera d Guihelona. It runs from north-west 
to south-east, and discharges itself into bape Superior, near the 

‘Salina de Juchitan, distant from the town about 12 miles. 

El Rio de los Perros (Dog River), rising in the mountain of 

Sta. Maria de Guineyate, falls into Laguna Superior, about 9 
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miles below Juchitan. In the summer season the river near Istal- 


tepec bepomes almost entirely dry, but farther,down the water 


appears again, 

“CEL Rio de Tehuantepec has its source on the southern slopes'of 
the mountains of Villa Alta: its course is mostly from north-west 
to south-east. It waters Tecuisitlan, Jalapa, and Rennatepets aun 


discharges itself into the Bay of La Ventosa. In April, 3 


“the time when the south wind prevails, the bar of the river is 


entirely obstructed by sand. 

_ Some more streams of note. are the Chicapa and the Ostufa, 
both situated on the east. The first rises in sume parts of the 
Sierra de Chimalapa, to the east of San Miguel. The second has 
its source in the same mountains, but more to the east. After 
having augmented the volume of its water through the junction of 
various tributaries, it follows a direction from north to south-west, 
and empties itself into the most eastern lagoon, 

The siream Clicepa passes near the town of San Miguel, La 
Venta, and a great many ranchos; and flows, after a course from 
north to south, into the Laguna Superior. | 

The rivers have enumerated, and also many crecks, afford an 
abundance of water-power; but there is neither grist nor saw mill 
to be seen in the whole country. All the rivers on the Pacific 
side, having a strong current, are not well adapted for navigation ; 
but the Goatzacoalco, with its eastern tributaries, and the Jaltepec, 
could be made capable of forming a safe water-communication, 

There are three different climates on the Isthmus. In the plain 
of Tehuantepec and along the coast the rainy season, sets in in 
June, and lasts until October. The temperature of this part is 
higher than that of the remainder, and the country is generally 
considered very salubrious; the air being pure and clear. The 
heat produces perspiration, and gives no feeling of oppression in 

eathing, nights are cool The mountain range—Cerro 
Prieto, &c., which approaches within 20 miles of the. lagoons in the 
south-west—is the climatic boundary between the Pacific division 
and the central part. On those tablelands the rainy season lasts 
longer, and the heat is com ively moderate; the nights are 
also cooler, Farther north, descending towards the leek of the 
Atlantic, the heat beging again; everything is affected by damp- 
ness, and heavy dews lie around in the mormng. ‘Lhe rain 
falls in greater or less abundance for 10.months in the year, The ® 
country, is proportionally insalubrious; the nights pleasant; and 
heavy thunder-storms occur very often. ‘The hottest season is im 
April and May; the coldest days. in November and, December. 

@ most prevalent diseases—principally on the Atlantic side—are* 








ae 


chills, intermittent fevers, biliary and gastric derangements, pleu- 
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‘habitants of the Isthmus, are descendants of various once power- 
ful tribes. They are not without intelligence. In many ppints 
they are much behind in civilisation ; but, in matters ac Ry ive 
within the sphere of their observation, they show more intelligence 

i witl ducated people of other countries. 


They are fond of music; every Village possessing a musical band, 


which, although very defective, answers for the purpose. a 
when under compulsory circumstances, are, cay hle of great acti- 
vity, and of enduring much fatigue; but in their ordinary avoca- 
tions they are tardy and irregular. Being of a pacific disposition, 
a ac ang 5 doubtless, become both useful and industrious, if they 
cor 


be blessed with a rovernment, Schools have not : 

received the attention Eich their importance demands; in ive 
there seems to be among many of the people a great indifference in 
megard to them. The inhabitants are well-shaped, and of a 


y ow or dark complexion. Pintos are only found in the Pacific 


division and inthe central part. Cutaneous eruptions and leprows 
diseases are sometimes met with among the population. The 


common dress consists of a hat of some weight, white shirt, and 
loose cotton pants, called ealronilios. Instead of shoes, they wear 
sandals, or go barefooted. The women of the Japateco race 
evince some exterior charms in their national costume, which con- 
sista in plaiting the hair in two folds, and winding it around the 
head, often interspersed with flowers, in the old Grecian atyle. 
From the hind part of the head descends a white flowing dress, 
reathing ‘o the shoulders, and called gua pil. Around the 
chest they throw a kind of vandyke, cated 





cotton-stuff, called inagua, fastened with a girdle, and reaching to 
the feet. They also go barefooted. Children in a state of nudity, 
among the male sex, are common. The women, like those in 
other countries, are fond of ornaments and jewels; they adorn 
themselves with beads, corals, and eardro of more or less value, 
Their bearing is stately and composed; but their manners in 
regard to morals are most blamea le. They are lazy, not very 
clean in their habits, eating the imsects from the bushy heads 
of their children and other kindred, sey 3 nothing about 
cookery or sewing, and ill-fitted to make good housewives. The 
a | of the other tribes of the Isthmus differs little from 
that of the Japatecos. ‘The wants of the natives are few, and easily 
supplied. Corn is the staff of life for the whole country, and 
“the national dish is black beans. The regular fare is, for break- 


of Bp ba he 







fast, a kind of dough, called atole, made of corn or rice, and some ~ 


hot tortillas. At dimmer they eat black beans, cooked in an 


| : quaypitote, which 
attractively reveals the often well-moulded arms and a rising 
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earthen pot, and tortillas, Atole, tortillas, a piece of tarago, dried 
beef, fried on the embers, make up the bill of fare for the evening. 
These tortillas, eaten instead of bread, are made from crushed 
corn, worked into a flat shape by women, and baked on an earthen 
pan, called comale. For their use in travelling they make cakes in 
the same shape, called foyopozel, to be eaten cold and dry. They 
_are similar to those cakes which the Israelite population in Ger- 
‘many make at Easter feast, and which they call Mutzenkuchen. 
In taking their meals, the natives use neither spoons nor forks; 
and neither table nor chair is wanted. The whole business is 
done in the Turkish fashion. Coffee is rarely taken by the natives ; 
those who can afford it, take chocolate. ‘The liquor for the labour- 
ing population is crushed maize, imbibed in cold water; the juice 
furnishing a beverage agreeable to the taste, and quite refreshing. 
The country which comprises the Isthmus of Tehuantepec 
contains an average population of 62,000 souls, living mostly in 
compact villages, of which I here give some account. 


VILLAGES. 
FHuilotepec is a pretty village at the foot of a hill on the left bank of the 
river, about 9 miles from ‘Tehnantepee and 5 miles from La Ventoan, It 
contains 250 inhabitants, who cultivate corn and subsist mostly on the pro- 
duct of fishing in the adjacent lagoons, 
| Tehuantepec, the capital of the department, is beautifully situated on both 

sides ofa river; the part on the northern bank being by far the most important. 
The town is divided into 16 barrios (districts), and every barrio has its chapel, 
more or less large. Theonly building of note is the cathedral, built in the year 
1530 by the last Cacique, Coton. Under the same roof with the churok is 
the convent of the Franciscans, now occupied by a garrison of soldiers, and a 
smaller building is inhabited by the priest. With the exception of these build- 
ings and a few more scattered over the town, the houses arm made of adobe, with 
fiat roofs, and one storey in beight ; the interior being laid out with brick pave- 
menta, and sometimes furnished with mats, The buildings of the lower clasa 
are thatched with palm-leaves, and form but one piece, without window or 
chimney, In the midst of the town is the plaza, with a covered market, 
where every product of the country can be found for enle, and where the 
national manners are shown, The town is the seat of the jefe politico (governor), 


council), composed of three alcaldes assisted by sixteen regidores or aldi 
There are also two different branches of custom-house administration, ‘The 
one, charged with the internal taxation, is called Aduana Terrestre; and 
the other, collecting the duties*levied on goods imported or exported by sea, is 
hal f~caste Sc orrrine weed billinrd-saloona, and one hotel—kept by a Freneli- 
abitants number about 14,000 souls, of which the greatest part 
Apatecos—once a powerful tribe of Indians—who al 
wn idiom. Their industry consists in the manufacture of leath 
muddles, shoes, cotton-cloth, silken sashes, hats, silver-ware, and 
portion of the environs can be irriga apd is comee 
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' situated 1 north-west fiom Teh uantepec on the 
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on the babheniare OF the Dog Beers it con= 
tains 230 inbabitente who calves only what they require for their own 






Se cabana tum Seaigniticas t village situated on the creek of the same name, 
eas aeiahabtiantet whe onltiate corn, indigo, and sugar-cane, 

‘Chihwitan ia a little town with a beautiful church and some nice build- | 

| trian tt gerade teers rg ens Bo a considerable 


, Where opportuni given to buy anything tha nef aire: 
A chaxiiel of the beareiral Laollaga rons through the sr Pee whi mur= 
rounded by fertile patches of The inhahitants, numbering 650 souls, 


cultivate corn, indigo, esculents, and some fruits, 

Santa Crus is a sugar-plantation near the Dog River, 24 miles from Chi- 
huiten. The machinery is driven by water-power, but as uae old- 
fashioned. The sugar-feld, of which the area may be catetilaed at 26 
Tequires to be replanted. Last year it did not yield more than 600 pei bas of 
sugar. 1 arroba equals 25 lbs. 

San Geronimo, situated on the right hank of the Dog River, has a fine 
church, and some other substantial oildings. The i tants, in number 
600 esi are industrious, and cultivate corn, indigo, eiciieite dec, 

neat town situated 6 miles fa farther down the river, possesses @ 


habitants are ustrious anid laborious ; Giey cultivate corn, ae 
seats also some stock. Here the road lends across the river. 
“fo pretty village containing 400 inhabitants, who cultivate corn, 


siden Oe I's distant frum ftaltepee half «wile 
Juchiton, the second town on the southern division of the isthmus, is 
~ sithntod on’ the left tank of the Dog River, 4 tulle from Espinal, and 18 miles 
from bap fo It three stores, but very few substantial build- 
The inhabitants, in number pera fran are industrious and laborious ; 
at the sume tite they area warlike peop ana meddle in all political strngeles, 
which occur constantly in this unhappy country, About 4 wiles from the town, 
— jtaca falls into Laguna Superior, is situated 
Sai belonging to the midtown where mt yo i in the same way as 

fa Gants Gram vin, by solar evaporation. 

The settlements on the peninsulas formed by the lagoons along the Pacific 


id won the most southern peninsula, is the residence of a 
| seepreragen who cultivate o litth corn, and raise 


cunts Maria de iikiys, aid abet. a ait, naar the Bosh (Caer Ths 







* inhabitants, mbering about 800 souls, pursue almost the sare occupation as 


the popuis (San Mh | 
Sun Dhonisio js situated more north, on a small strip of a separated by 
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the Canal Santa Teresa from the continent. The inhabitants cultivate ren 
little, and support themeel ves chiefly by fishing. 
San Francisco Istaltepec ia the last io inhabited. b the descendants of 


a tote called Huaves, ‘The only means of subsistence of this miserably erably. pepe 
Ptementy ich le lot There iso sign of cultivation to be. secu 
emt, which, tes almost on the most eastern extremity of the lagoons, 


soceg apna — my situated in the ovatral park of I ha eetehe 
yen by the Spanish Ferdinand Cortez aa a fief, This estate is 


- known under eraita of Bi learquiaesn, The limits have never been clearly 


defined. ‘The present owners, a party from Oaxaca, claim an area of 44 
leagues, According to. their statement, the boundary lines of their claim 
would commence at a point near the bead-waters of the Hio Verde, Pupens dr 
fun rete direction to the Rio de Lazadero, then running north for a 
yoo, following a ling north-west to the Majada’ sat a hence running 
g the Cerm de Guayeamayo through the Portillo de la Chivela to 
Rio Vane comprising the whole range of Cerro Prieto and its eastern pro- 
tion, the roncios de lo Matadel, Agua Caliente, de la Venta, da Ban 
de Llano Grande, Chicapa Arriba, de Agua Escondido, St. Ying, 
Tarif, Chivela, Amoloya, &c., with a population of about 400 souls, whose 
ipal occupation is to attend to the numerous cattle which the owners keep 
| the last-named rarichos, A great eins “s ir stock-ranchos are 
pitied ya nominal rent 
te Gwonce aii rhise shoit..sicok separatnly. PE ay ike ct apy 
Jture is found within the boundaries of the said estate, North-caat from 
i¢ acionda de Tarifa, ats distanos of about 18 miles, lies 
ae Chimalapa, on the sho capa the gy” near the june- 
th the crecks Noxocata, ¢ coming from lonetza, flowing 
} direction, The vil: is auntie on oll sidea by moun 
about 460 inhab tant, who are given to the culture of 
,and fabricate hammocks, ,&o, Hence a bridle- 
‘Tidge to a little a ba Ota 8 miles 
this settlement are embowered in the woods. 
| ¢ Chimalapa ig distant from the latter lace 22 miles b 
1 rod, and is itonted on the right bank of tho. lilagro River. 
the town to the Goatzacoaleo River is 34 miles. ese ia 
joo of a tribes called the ipa pate Altona 
ro dh ms ace raga “pati 
, beans, pam peso 
Lage sv rowed ar the baton the 
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was formerly panecipally given to the cultivation of the nopal-plant, to the 
il pang atp once penpals pi nabbperar pasate 
- reduced, the {odiana as teed to abandon entirely 

and to cultivate indigo, The consequence was a universal 
efiects of which the inhabitants have not yet recovered, 

researc ea at dh an pig ng wag 
place, on a platean backed by high mountains, having at its A: 
f the fi a cteasely Sellthy, The housea—many of them 
made of adobe, with flat roofs—are in a dilapidated state, In the environs 
mountain-ridge, 18 miles 
rrounded by other lofty moun- 
a &, communced - 
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tise the Catholic 
stitions, Th 


religion, yet some preserve 
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the country, sometimes at a distance of 20 miles and spree The pride of 
a Mije is to possess as many Toules as possible, and all the money he is able to 
make he carefully sccurnulates for increasing the number of his favourite 
animalg—no matter if he has any use for them or not, On the Atlantic divi- 
mon, the principal town is | 
Acayucan (San Martin); a nico town, situated about 60 miles from Suchil, 
in o northern direction, and only accessible from thence in dry seasons. The 
place : yy detachments of soldiers, and is, besides, the seat of the 
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~ ina ryt : which is cultivated in the neighbourhood. — ee 

 Citiapa i a neat village 1) mile from Chimamua, sie sd eet 
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Indians—who as etc ge fee Meg ocgahtrs 
Aa axemen. 
F eal i is a large Indian village, 7 miles from Minatitlan, built psc n 
ae nt digieka sind contain tains about 2400 setnehtoere: who plant , Corn, 
palin Some of them am working in the monterias, whi others are 
em As boatmen on the river. 
wait, cr, or, aa it is called by the natives, La Fabrica, ia a littl town 
left bank of a Goatzaconlea, 20 miles from ite’ mouth. 
’ Being the head of ipa) and the outlet on the worth for all produe- 
‘Y tions shipped from the isthmus, it is consequently of some importance. 
' Several extensive mercantile houses are in operation, among which | cite that 
of Daniel Price, Esq. Half the buildings are built of timber brought from 
the States: there are very few houses of brick or adobe; those of the natives 
being mostly put up in the fashion of the country, and covered with palm-leaves, 
The town is generally garrisoned by a small detachment of soldiers: it is the 
j seat of a jefe politico, There are also a custom-house and a post-office im the 
" serio rom September to January there are sometimes eight or ten vessels 
ing on the levée to wait for loads of mahogany-wood, but at other times 
there are seldom more than one or two. The average depth of the river clone 
to the landing nd 11 feet. Notwithstanding that the town is situated on an 
tere Shite. Stage Brees the river to Sho tack fF the village, it is pro- 
Noung edbantobetoun, ing on two sides surrounded by swamps, 
At the mouth of the Goatzacoalco there is a little fort, surrounded by a few 
hots, which I understand is at present dismantled, Among the haciendas and 
other minor settlements in the rr division of the isthmus, on the west 
hank of the Goatuacosteo, are the ranchos de Tierra Nueva, Bueno Vista, 


signe eporene ee tenes 6 st te Gadaaaiates itt 
Jriwation, an Indian village, distant 4 miles from Paso Nuevo, the ferry- Place 
on the Goatzncoales, and within 7 miles of the sea-poast. The place contains 
about T60 inhabitants, who cultivate corm, sugar-cane, cotton, fruits, d&e. 
| ee aor is another Indian town, a little more considerable, situated on the 
of a ridge that overlooks a beautiful country. The inhakitants, fum- 
tein 1000 souls, — themselves to the cultivation of the same products 


Se ruaype wet Gotha saat, and cons somes ry Grabs 8 essen 
the population and the conntry. up the Goatenacoaleo river, on an 
~ Aemaee hill, on the right bank of the Brazo Apontyo, about 8 miles above 

the junction of the Brazo Mistan, 20 miles above Minatitlan, is 

_ Midalgotition, but more frequently known ag Los Almagros, Tt contains 

, teem narin nh sso oye 
fice, sugat-cane, and some fruits, There are only two coffee-plantations 


rhage imate 
prt ais a settlement of Indiana on both sides of the 
about $ miles above the Aorgucta, The inhabitants oe: ete a i 


in monterias of as boatme Another settlemen an 
a pa A Ree cng ern 











8 Sanit od dl silence, 
In regard to agriculture there are two ities, which ore at the same 
une Sew hacks, to the development of scot of industry, viz., that the 






and that no produce keeps longer than 
inds, and inundations 





1 ec eshaen bad preety Bat 


a a prove Tintin 
to different cropa, The imp ements tised ep Smo, Maki 
ive. C07 : the Pacific di 


ery primitive construction and “hee 
Fv Fi the field yd wih 18 or 25 reals jer die, and on 
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| Propucrioxs. 
The chief is of this country are :— 
Corn, cult | in all sections. The mode of culture in the plain of 


Poe ale Bonito to that in other countries ; they generally raise two * 
crops, one in thedry season through the medium of irrigating, and another in the 
rats eoragie ‘In the central where the corn-fields are often on steep and 
y hills, after having cut the brush and burnt it down, the seed is put into 
| boles a few inches Eeiax deat: pial Within atiek and-eoverad wish tia! amd or 
with the foot : ho other preparation of the soil is required. As soon as young 
ee ee » they are removed with the machete. The land 
so tg “ap one profitable every 8 or 10 yas ; the time 
y, and the harveat in Septemberand October, Farther north 
cf sowing te ay nd the havent in Sept ad Other a ar 
luorative results. ‘The inhabitants from Petapa, El Barrio, and 2" 
nina Sala agg a pl where they regularly every year 
corm; time of planting is in December, and time of harvesting: ‘April 
iy. The Indians living on the Atlantic division sow and harvest in 
8 

es beans, cnltivated all over the country, put in the ground like corm: 
time of plinting, May, June, July; time of ripening, three months, 

fice, planted in the central a northern parta, sowed the sane Way aa com + 
time of putting it into the ground April; the crop is ripe in October, Shelling 
is done by pounding the rice in a woolen mortar, 

Indigo, cultivated on the Pacific const and around Petapa. The seed is 
gown in the month of May, and the plant cut in September, The irs af 
cold wt the avs is by ibe fa fa aot mc wet vat, ty rap 

wa a x sm say twenty-four pig vi 
no one ie. thane os aon re a the is then 
pre , | | part is + the With 
put into little | Ae got entlcaly five from watee, and afterwards exposed 
¢, cultivated all over the country in the osual method of the West 








For the uso of the population they fabricate a yellow stuff, called 
in nothing else t popper dager perg ean 


fied. 
7 i from the plant called fatle (Bromelin), which is raised near 
& Mig de Chin and on the Atlantic coast, The pita in used instend 
of hemp-thread by and shoemaker. 
Tobacco, ia raised mt Santa Maria de Varun gs emer rierire 
tm. the.Atlantio. coast, The best kind ee G2 Ee noe 





factorily, but for want tof a market there is little encouragement to plant any, 
Cotton is cokivaied on the Pacific coast, between La Ventosa and Acapulco, 
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also on the Upper Jaltepec and in the settlements along the Gulf coast. 
Cochingal planting has bane eneirety# abandoned, as well as ebtaining gum from. 
the tree sithonia 4 elastica, North of Acagucan they still gather some vanilla. 
write Deb work, ax no timber lasts longer than one or two yenrs, 
referable, where it ean be done with maclura plant, maguey 
vite Da th the cirneta-tree, 
The fruits of the country are :— 
; sme (pineapples), cultivated in all parts, chiefly on the Aslantie coast, 
u 
as the Pacific const and on the central part; ripe, July. 
Anona, custard apple, several species in all parte. 
a kind st ehetry, very sweet ; ripe, April to September. 
Cirneta ski of plum, of a sourish taste; ripe, May. 
Chaiotte, the fruit of a vine, growing in the central part, 
Coces, on the Atlantic and Pacific, 
Citrons (Citrus linmater), all Leta the het 


anand, in every ; Tipe in 
Cordnan, 1 fruit of the ‘shape ofa yes pine ae Be Mase 
Coraza, on "the Atlantic division ; ripe, I to alys= 

in the central part, The k ecall of tho trait fornia an exocllent 


Cocegpol 
ofl, From the juice of the tree an agreeable drink is obtained. 
two tty hares oo 
are 





neta, , ; ripen ia Tully 
eae a little fruit art the size of s cherry; ripe in July, 
, all over the country ; yao September to January. In Chimalapa 
ripe from September to the month of April. 
ahs fruit of the ete ripe in April and May. 
“Popay, fruit of a cactus, Pacific const; ripe in May and' June, . 
 Plantoina, all over the country. 
| ed water and musk melons, chiefly on the Atlantic division Tipe in 
April 


Tomarinde, on the Pacific division ; ripe in February to May. 
eee eo Pact ripe in every senson, 


in Jul 
: Zaps era, aso dalled miameey, iiowe in grend quinn tity:1 die tiewals of 
A geod ray of the fruits possess a great quantity of seed in comparison 


alana into: each different from 
the other in topograph bed ei it may easily be understood that the 


character of fs vegtntion mt A ecto aan 

Sue Tate Geass Oui tardy say ore Son comer nonewald. 

Soo ieintmic- do well around Tehuantepec, but none of these cance Sit 
the mountainous district of the centre. Brazil and sandal wood can only 

‘ie'Tocad oo the Pacific, Wild silk grows near the hacienda of Tarif. Many 
valtable and ornamental timber-trees aré only seen on w-pbicprsome Sep 

Sans news eae fonote, mahogany, mangle, macayo, &e. Some 
is cliningn: to both as acacia, amate, encina, guayals Ram 

tmutlato, wild orange, 








‘eodar, ‘cciba, shew achate, 
 (oeate); rich in turpentine, grow in “the elvited 
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plants are over Various 
Thousands of creeping Sats Rlne) signeatyAplar ongeYL sy ogra 
bend from every tree, croton pea 


it 





worth the attention af the botanist, reslly Scene tees 
divi Finwooatriate 

to settle, if any. tre ver inden to ry te fortune them by 

ing. It ow aa re ee 

Tennis tobmve the diseases 


localities + by day and k night, but was never troubled by them. ‘The tiger ia 
hunted with dogs; and, being oceasionally made to stand at bay, the hunter 
haa sufficient time for a good, deliberate shot, 

‘rat an iret pa aren tring size aa the ounce : instead of streaks, his 
skin is marked with black spots, 

The lion or pura is of a pale yellow colour, without mane: he has the same 
shape as the Californian lion, but inferior in size. 

The lioncillo is a diminutive species of the same animal, entirely of black 


colour, 
The tigrillo, or ocelot, is a. small sined’ the skin is white with black spots. 
| oe erp do natives called Io danty i te ue of donkey, of deep 


I was in the sain, bath wheel eres 
r near the Jaltepec. pec. We fred from a short disance with 


with shot, at them: but al ioc eaipptshaspscon = 
ut they went | ® lightning. 
at also el sejon. 
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“ | | by 
tenon perm. mors AY Sin nsatsie eden iok chiching 

ety (espindus) into the water, by which 
the fis! t par poole consequence ia reaulily taken, Jt often 
happens that the stupefaction ix vaca xthes the fish does not recover from Tt. 
“Bees are aver foond in the natural cavities of the trees, All over the 
country are found ger in iuuiense numbers, spiders, frogs, toads, snails, 


Es 
gees 
mee a. 


tanntulas, centi scorpions, &c, Very annoying insects infest 
some regions. Hornets euike their 2 nests in form like that of our own wasp, 
a hang th them on the branches of trees, Prododores, a little goat, quite 





| met with in beavy swarms in the portion i the Malatengo to 
Dim itlan, Me Batenlon or mosquitos swarm all night. The gigger (ni 
fly fly petting into the feet and limbs: if mot extracted as soon ns possible, b 
fearful pain and bad consequences. ‘The moyaquil is 1 seociaa 
of worm, which grows from the egg of an insect, in the flesh. The best 
way to get rid of him is to plaster the spot whero he entered with 
tine or tobacco-juice, Garrapatta, a large and the pinobilla o small 
tick, infest the woods on the Pacific division in the dry season. The talaj 
bogs incommode the sleeper at night. Almost every ni; 
thousands of shining “actrees a Si OI RAE 
called lucullo, is the most remarkable 





ANTIQUITIES, Ravens Cuntosttres, Hor Srnixos, &e., 
or THE IsTHmvus, 


In the vicinity of Tehuantepec, 5 miles higher up the river, on the other 
is the mount Guiengola, with the extensive rule of jie-cbd eile mit 
tion, I, for my own part, never had occasion to explore the: place; 
no other "explorations of it have been made, littl or nothing definite 
said about it. There are some caves of little interes diagonfily 
opposite from Tehuantepec. Near San Domingo ore caves, which claim 
from the public. The entrance to the t is on the west 

a very ees alee Guiexila, some hu red feet above the 
of the plain. Tho first part of the cave forms a large hall, overhung with 
poet amcragiadhps ppg apring of the purest water, which sinks through the 
its exit at the base of the mountain, in the midst of a grove 

, main hall, the caves extend into the mountains to 
of about 2000 feet, fo ¢ alternately corridors or small halls, 
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: of Cerro Prieto there are i 
or eal by avail, There eve is 
west from § . ake 
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ea duties, amounting to prohibition on imported from 
“ i i ae a haat Yaleraal taetton raat colton alate alcabala, no com= 
ciety, and numberless other restrictions—all these are drawbacks 
to honest trade. To this country are imported cotton duck (mantay aotton 
thread, coloured cotton handkerchiefs, calicos (sarraxa), musling, light silken 
stuff, merinos, alpaca, and other light stuffs, Flour from the States, claret, 
cognac, and other liquors. . raisins, wax, crockery wares, &e, 
Among the export hides constitute a large item. ie is nearly all tex. 
in the dyers’ shops of Ouxaca and of the interior; the cotton, planted on the 
Gulf const, is sent by way of Verna Cruz to the no seein abo cxioo, The 
erect pracy a peme irigeale the Isthmus is m » all the other 
exportatiens not being worth mentioning. The trade in the interior, with the 
prodneta of the neighbouring countries, is a little more important, nutwithstand- 
ing that business is now-mighty dull in. consequence of adverse political 
circumstances, ‘The products of the little industry in Tehuantepec, as saddles 
and shoes, are sold at Turtl Grande or on the Atluntic const. Some sugar 
sometimes from Tehuantepec, by way, of Ventosa, to Mazatlan on tho 
Pacific,  Shrimpa and. salt-fish go also from the Lagoons to Oaxaca, From 
1 ¢ Bei nga emer coe beef and cheese are brought to the 
onions aes Rice, tobneco, and suger are bone from Tuztla to Tehu- 
and to Oaxaca, Tha walt; obtained fn the Salinas near ‘Tehuan 
partly goed as far as Quxaca and partly to the country inhabited 
~ Mujes. The coffee, consumed on the southern division of the Isthmus, 
; pec, a country in the direction of Villa Alta. The 
cacao comes either from Sonuseo, ea led alao La Pavinira, a country lying 
along the Pacific on the lower road to Guatimala, or from Tabasco, The 
country -on the northern division of the Isthmus produces girsap in 
foxion, but none is exported. The lazsoa and the hamacs, in San 
izwel, are sold in Inchitan and Tehuantepec. A greal many cigars cen A 











in "Tehnantepec are fabricated on sett arate Chimamecn, &o., on the Atlantic 
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Guatimala ; lease distance 152 leagues. Another route leads over the 
mountains through Chinpas, but it is prooouneed longer and mougher: the most 

t ee on it are Tuztla Grande, 74 ig aa HY Tehuantepec, San 
Christoval, Camitan, and Guezaltinango. From ithin there ia a road ta. 
Tabasco, whole length 67 leagues, crossing the Goatzacoaloo at Paso Nuevo, 
benee through Ishnatlan, Muloacan, Ban José, Huimargillo to Taboseo, "The 
mail road Minatitlan to Vern Cruz lends through Acayncan, San Andres 
de Tuntla, and: Alvarado; whole length 58 leagues. 


“The road of the ill-fated peprepsnt: Keluaniepes Company, starting 
from La Ventosa, passed Zuleta, a conside same distant... a 





Hence to Tehuantepec, always level road ..  «. eer el 
Hence to Comitancillo = sinh caer A aipeliy! gia cadi eae clam dare 
Hence to San Geronimo cs a ee 8 
From San Geronimo to Foc i 






5-1 Station 5 am 1l 
_ From Rock Spring to La oo penn oe 
winding around the western side of the Cerro Prieto ; splendid 
aie highly interesting tropical vegetation.. 
“From La con La Urivele, the head-juarters of the Com: y, to Amatoys, 
almost level, the surface mostly covered with palmgrove 
. From Amatoya to aha station, Xochapa, the Pass of 
Niza Longa, hilly and Llanes, covered with a siryn-taly cee 
From Xochapa to river, mountainous and timbered = ,, Ee 
“From Malatengo'to Pachind river ver, pastures oe) ent, low 1 
Pachiné to Mongine, hilly, pasturage, and ‘cae 2 
From Mongéne to Serabia river tableland, OOCILaI patches. 
covered with timber .. .. sce i hp diteal and ite Pi 
From the river to the station honse P= eg 4 
Henee to Jamnapa river, tableland infersected by three creeks; the 
greater part Serenade Erp last 3 miles hilly and covened 


‘less harap fores om om ee pom bit lead. j 11}, 
‘From Jamn to Portugero river is tom ‘partly 
3 covered wi ay ea plantain-troes; distance .. 9 1s ass 





From Portugero ‘to Suchil the surface is covered with a thickly 


wooded forest ; rer eich as ee nee a ag afterwards very 
ro dl Some points o command beautiful views, eat and west; 


on + e* a* ae es ee os es -* =? ae 
—_— So 


Frm la Ventora to Suchil es ie a Ce a Co ae an 117 


From Buchil to Minatitlan the chi oe = = oe =a 7 100 
From Minatitlan to the mout ofthe river... «1 +2 «6 (se esp oem 


Total distance from ocean to cowan 4. ss * 2578 
M. G. Henwesponr, 
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XXIX.—Semipalatinsk. By N. Annamor, Member of the 
Imperial Russian Geographical Society of St. Petersburg. 


(‘Translated from the Journal of the Russian Geographical Society for 1861, 
by Joux Miowknn, Esq. | 





Trade. atinsk has long been celebrated for its commercial re 
oath the tikes t Central Asin, Neat cased StTih cnt tn 7 
a frontier custom-house wan established there, 

The e Huan sod Tartar merchants of Seige ln te bazaars 





Ayaguz, and esp inlly from the Karge tilinak 
Bent biak, on thele camels, sheep and ib akin, eaa-hal, rope 
and other commodities, which they dispose of to purchase grain, flour, t ae 
iron. ware, and wooden boxes in return. this season more than | 
pa arrive at Semipalatinsk, and return with about 15,000 puds weight 
of corn. 

‘Tha foreign trade of Becaipalatinal is curried oxi bt, PRsm Ane Dee aa 
with the Kirghiz Steppe, Tashkend, Western Turkistan, Chuguchak, and 


iH 


Kul 
at, un ols of a stam ee mrt 
in Semipalatinsk ; cottons, co ve ‘pe 








trade of Semi 

rs “yt apaeapaired 

Chuguchak and siemens <a 

ire, borders . i w is sub amnia, 
oT ys epee 


sak is distant 153) miles from the town of Ayagus, 
133) miles from Kopal. Commercial relations between the | 
Siberian population and Western China have been already 
long time, The Teshkendiats, many of whom feaige permanently at Semi- 


“« | Possian settlement on the River Urijar is 87 miles from Aysgus, while 
tha disthne freee Urdjer 19 Chuguchak is 67 
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aes t and ‘Tartare constantly visited Chuguchak for trade ; but all entrance 
was prohibited to Russians, whe traded under the disguise of Faslikendinns and 
other Asintics. Between the 1808-19, Lieutenant-General Glos nia 
the commander of the Siberian division of the army, contributed much ds 
the extension of external trade, He organised = regiments of the line, and: 
nine batteries of field artillery, which were employed in subduing the Kirghiz 
miirauders: these were at last reduced so completely to subjection that Russian 
caravans and even single individuals could proceed eafely through the coun hese & 
rary fear of encountering those robbers who had formerly limited 
the commercial enterprise of Kussian merchants, 
, the administration of Glasenap, that Russian caravans first 
proce a Kokan and to the Chinese frontier towns of Chuguchak and 
K mie The trade with Bukhara, Kashgar, and Cashmere, then gradually 
The amicable relations with the Sultans of the Great Horde, the 
Thee Kirghizes, Kokan, and Bukhara, and the settlement of hitherto 
esse hula further conduced towards the development of trade on the 


neat General Glasenap despatched his interpreter, Putimaof, to 

1811, with the object of oe trade, ‘The information col- 

him, and which was published in the Siberian Journal, is of a very 

inasmuch as it affords an account of that little-known part 

of the ga which lies between the fortress of Bukhtarminsk and thé 

town of Kuldja, 

All trai was at first carried on ee Russia exported various mann- 

= ae and leather; while China bien principally tes, in leaf 

5; also silks, porcelain, and soft furs, The subsequent appearance 

gold on the baraars had an injurious effect on the exchange of Russian 

ants: The Chinese willingly disposed of their wares for gold, allowing ever 

on vier a considernble discount for specie. The gold supplied at first con- 

Histed of Russian coins; but when the Chinese showed a co for the 
unalloyed metal, pel in ‘dust and bars formed the medium of exchange. 

“The Chinese demand for gold induced Russian merchunts to enter into a 

— Ener 2 for supplying the bazaars with this commodity, Soute Russian 

tho in a legal manner, at the a fair, at 

at to exchange it for Chinese goods; while others 

tained it Ae hkl fo the gold-diguings of the Kirghiz Steppe, in the 


Such wns the condition of Russian trade with Western China when the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs proposed to establish Russian factories 
within the Chinese territory. In August, 1851, a treaty was concloded: 
between the Russian and Chinese governments, by virtue of which trade was 
sanctioned at Kuldja and Chuguchak between the subjects of the two empires 
comditions :-— 
ante of the two plies ejehenge et Se ay 


goods brought to. Cildja and Chngnohak yey ae ce to the 
Chines even when’ they pass into the hands of C Print fh 
Nani within the liste of ‘the two towns; the goods likewise are not 
. declare oe custom-hotses, 
1B: ae wsian merchants are allowed access to the towns from the ni April 
: 8 December after which date all communication is prohibited until 
owing to the removal during winter of the frontier troops, 
4 rt e o ‘invoices supplied to caravans by the Russian Custom-howre, — 
uid cs Cana et te sapiens ae ee 


— 
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the merchants, as well ns for ware Russian ht by Russian 
Gara vicer ovo Ne attiobet to the cones ihe seechanle tillion wane 


sim for the use of the warehouse 

- 5. The Russian and Chinese traders have free communication with each 
other for transacting business; bot the former will not be allowed to walk in 
nahapypatiio’ geod? lapel ti mente ance from the 
Pe esr A separate piece of ground is allotted for grazing the cattle belonging to 

Ts When sheep are ae “lee recited etresea ether Ca en 
the native retsianiparpe he ave the right of exchanging sore of every ten, 
tg return a of “daba"™ or cotton stuil for each sheep,” 

he traders of bey ce nen cng Hees sae raat or 
with them on credit ; iehoeidaher do so, no complaint for the recovery of a 
cine can be entertained by tid Russian Consul or Chinese Government, 
he export to Chinn of and silver in bars, dust, or epecie, of firearma, 
gunopewder, opium, bank-notes, and billa, is probiblied, 

In like manner the importation of bank-notes, brandy, and wine into Russia 
is interdicted, 

In order that the Consul may enforce the proper observance of these reguia- 
Hons, each merchant is bound to declare to him, cither at Kuldja or Cl e 
the nature and quantity of the goods imported or exported ; the traders are. 
niso to state through which onstomse-barrier thetr Caravans will enter Hussia, 
The Consul may examine the poods, if necessary 

The presence of the Russian Consuls at the inctorics puta stop to the o 
trade in gold; its contraband sale, however, could not be prevented, ‘Th 
forbidden trade was chiefly carried on by Tashkendians, who were not under 
the control of the Russian Custom-house and Consuls, ‘They traded with 
Russian merchants, and fictitioudly bonght goods from these merchants in 
China, who had paid for them in gold ; ; bronght them to Semipalatinsk, where’ 
they were subjected to. an ‘increased rate of 20 per cent. above the ordinary 








Were 6 5 thoes wer | 
goods for: goods oan 
‘Ast, to establish a stri watel 
Steppe, and particularly over Ch h ea weg staat 
who are the most active a 
Hussinn merchants with old for percha 
a high rate of duty on all teas imported into te hie 





Arties, teieser-ta soon ic ticcih hapiaiens ohGgeAT eis Cite ure] 
to invest the Russian Consuls with ee 
ivaitier authorities the refusal of passes to individuals suspected of illicit trade 


sd a the export of tea from Chuguchak by the Tashkendians was gil 
ecg arteanatiers pow etiae ee Ne Russian goods at the factories ensued, 
variety and nantity of * Russian goods on band there at 


Notwithstanding the 
the end of 1853, the Piri te procured almost nothing in exehange 


dari the first two months and a half 
rie transactions of the Tashkendians consisted, as 


The commercial asalremdy gtated, 
npc Ye forgo of Resiancolnge When baying tea in this 








© A piece of daba is valued at about 14. 6d., but the price of a sheep is not leas 
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manner, the 

of silver, | pe eee pd by woul tea te : 

20 lans of silver, or BY pes and 18 aa yt ba 

quality The price of a box of tea mt heigl esse kes 
ty 181. 4s,, incl a duty of ls. Gd. p The Tashkendians thns realised 





a prafit of from 4. 17a, to Gf. 10s. per box. ‘The quantity of tea . 

Stier Crepecbalcdantag the atnss of one month tuay bo estinuated at about 

1000 or 1600 boxes, 

«In 1856 the Russian trade with Ghngucbak and Kuldja ceased, owing 

the destruction by fire of the factory and all the goods it contained, In 1458, 

however, the Consulates were again established at these towns, and the Chinese 
to pay an indemnity to the Russian merchants of 5500 boxes of tea 





during the course of three years, 
‘The value and quantity of pada imported and exported through the Semi- 
tinsk Custom- tay be estimated by the following amount of customs 


levied on them during four years, from 1855 to 1859, deducting 4 per 
cent. as the cost of collection :—1865, 66,420, ; 1856, 92650. ; ; 1857, 969725 
1858, 8478/. 
The trade between Chuguchak and Kuldja at the present time, when 
compared with the years 1834 und 1854, is in a state of decline from the 
csuses:—Ist. In consequence of the increase of the duty on tes 
ccd a consular cortificates oe ir traders), it is principally 
celine winepiog, pret Paktale tently into Titeta Sed. 
OUT smn ussititios + secretly into 
Owing to ti dias saniobwerrance of the law prohibiting the export of es and 
silver fone Ohi arising from ite licensed circulation in the Kirghiz 
whence, through the absence of guards on the Chinese frontier, it passes 
into that ery And 3rd. Sinoe the re-establishment of regular pram 
~iiadyadonind a China in 1858, the Russian trade with that country has not 
ah ied ayn an owing to a deficiency of the class of mostly 
demanded by the > Hbeee cay the Cir with gl and ae eng 
cae Asiatics, who likewise supply the Chinese with gold and silver throu 
Tashkend and the pad Steppe, whence the importation of the | 





motala is not 


It will thus be seen that the Russian trade noiabe senan phe labored in 
1856 under very dimdvantageous circumstances, presen comy pro- 
pet Soe the future. No improvement will take place in it until poem issiom 
robs pe for the exportation of gold and silver to Chuguchak and Ki Kuldja, 

lations similar to those existing at Kinkhta. It is only by. a redue- 
customs 


‘tion in t Pee hans exenanene throu ae i te a remission of 


duties, and by sanction e purchase of tea for payments in ready 

te tyr ag ag for foreign Asintica nee weakened, and the 
revenue of the Semipalatinak Custom-house increased, 

The following are the onraran-routes from Semipalatinsk :-—1, to Chuguchak 

preean es A senes and Kokpektinsk districts to the southern slope of the 

eae  & 2 ee and Kashgar, through the Ayagus and Kapal 

3. to edt Ayacuz, Karkoras, Aktai, across the river 





«A halt-imperial is ual to 5 rubles, 15 copeks, or about 17s, English. 
i Fic Reaiellatiogs, tor also Cochrane, Atkinson, and others. 





The following Table of Merzonotoctoat OnamnvaTwoxs shows the Highest and 
_ Lowest Dogrets of Temperature from October, 1854, to Janua?y, 1860, ~ 





1854, Mx. | Min, | 1858, Max, | Min, 
October 7 | loo m_ £5 January =a ee _— 20 —20°6 
November re an | oo =I17*0 February ae on | é"o =—25°0 
December o_o om O-7 — 2670 Mareh *# * 230 | — i320 

| ipril .. a 25°0 | — O93 
= af a0 5 = 90 

Pr 29°0 = 8-0 

oa 27°5 | — #0 

| 270] —t50 

«| 220) = so 

« | —16°0 | = 8-6 

as sO | —17'o 

as of — 390 





| - 25] =—96-0 
=e +. 3°0 | —- 20°0 
= | FlO'O | —18°'9 
= +29-0 -_ ao. 
rT +25°7 a 00 
ae +25'0 ee 5"o 
- | +397°0 | = B29 
- | +a8's | = 4-9 
| $200! — Jo 
va 16-0 | = 6-0 
es > a°7 =i; 
«- | — 490 | —25'0 


Jon, = -— 19°82 | July e+ 

'e — 14°57 | Ang, 1275 
Mareh — 11°90! Sept. e409 
“ls 40 | Oct, 2-08 
| 10°82 | Nov. 208 
) Jone i7*33 | Deo, 1a47 


on ee cal Liz 
Fee ne LETS 


Average of— 
Winter a | 13°62 
Summer 
Autumn .. .. + 3°82 












the ti aphers under my directions, We ascertained the length of the 


lake; but the direction of the Celestial range and of the Koshkar valley, co 
pope ar 
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AXX.—Notes on the Lake of Issyk-hul, and the River Koshhar. 


* By W. Venuixor, Fellow of the Imperial Geographical oe 
- of Russia. 


Mn. Niraxtier, an-experienoed officer of to pographers, was - the in, 
1847, to lay down the lake of Issyk-kul with any approach to Mpesicn se 
Before that date the form of the lake was quite unknown, On rage 
large map it has the shape of a square, mther oblong from west to est 5 
form which was subsequently given to it in later maps. Kiepert in his 
‘Turan zu Ritter’s Erdkunde,’ gave it a more correct shape in ig from the 
data supplied by Nifantief. fiat the excellent map of the Berlin er 
is not very valuable now, after the astronomical deecnaitinions é in 
and especially after the numerous difficult surveys effected by the staff of the 
Siberian Corps between 1854 and 1860, 
It is the longitudes that are generally wrong in the maps hitherto published 
of Issyk-kol and the country around, Thus, in the detailed map of the Tian 
han, constructed in 1858 from data acquired by Mr. Zackharof at Pekin, Iss k- 
kul Lake ix shown at least 37 miles more to-the east than it mally ia, ser 
sano mistake haa been ea in Mr. Semenof's beautiful little se 
to his ‘Ascent of the Shan,’ translated for this Society re rie 
Michell. The Fort of Vernoé is placed there in longitude (9° , while the 
determinations of 1859 have proved it to lie in longitude 94°45. Greater 
accuracy could not, git hay ae ave been ex from labours which had no 
muithematical basis. Zackharof was possession of the list of points 
determined by by Bape, ‘Hallerstein, and Arochi; but this gives only ono 
oe near lasyk ul with any correctness, that of ec of 
hich the longitude is considerbly in error, along the latitude rriedypRoenatnae 
aan As far.as we know, a more correct ee portion of 
Issyk-kul pall Fort Vernod is due to Mr. Voronin, a to pher who observed 
the altitude of the sun with a sextant which he had himself made, On the 
strength of these observations the latitude of Fort Vernod was corrected in tho 
map of Western Siberia published in 1848-55. But, unfortunately, in_re- 
iabliig the fork th ite proper parallel, it waa placed to the east of the meridian 
under which it was inserted in 1855, ‘This was the great mistake of the carto- 
tigated nies /> asgoeectag in all modern maps of Central Asin, 

y of the Issyk-kul basin has been placed on 
scientific tasis, and fs ne ena of ea ee 
to be. versts (about 113 miles), with a breadth approac erate (38 
miles) opposite the mouth of the river Barsknin. ‘The saxfane: of the basi 
has been estimated at 116 square miles. Lean add but vory litte frodh matter 
to the information made public within the last few years with regard to 
northern slope of the Tian Shan, btten the Zt te Koala Fives 


[Translated by Jom Micnent, Esq.) 






; locali y which was not explored until Inst sunimer. We naturally pase 






in the hames of the’rivers, and some difference in the sha 
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' : and the River Koshhar, i oO 


ere y opposite the Kes-Sengir and the Tosara River, .A shoal is, however, 
id to exist in the centre of the lake, Some stones are certainly visible _ 
below the surface df the sales tg eyed gimbal Weir 
positive can yet be said on 3 (ne, MOORE a OR pasily on 
tradition, partly op. the report that abou a SveUhy Tears S25 HUSRAD Speers 
crossed the lake on a raftand saw buildings under water. aa human bones 
have been deposited by the waves on the north shore of the lake opposite the 
river Pare eGye aes is diffienlt to determine whether these are the skelo- 
tons of the former inhabitants of » town now submerged, or merely the remaina . 
rath leo he athe at ay oe wero j 
liko 1k cay oy rolinble aa the last locality on the south-eastern side of tha 
way available as a campin l, Farther west, the vegetation 

ually more scanty, #0 that it is dificult to find a nights yaa ure 

a. small number of f horses. The soil is partly argillaceous, where it is 
eis by numerous. ra erie ages Pha ; large stones covering the greater 
part of the shore from the to the very Kutemaldy, to a distance of 
aia witea alain’ teoen'the Take. The same was observed on the north side of 
oe Se eee ce oe SOIT 5 but here the stones 
deed eer Mgt ae A the vicinity of mountains and 

raur—t0 fa vale capabl Sf cultivation, 1a in reality polbinn bets lena 








juicy grasses ; these aire nok fanend cin thes erase eae Gated 
lake, with tho exception of a narrow zone at the water's edge, 0% igh e's 
however, with bashes mther than with grass, There is abundance 
along the rivers fi arf yeh cal argey pe ogee Tiuba, 
pn lan, Karakol, 1 other rivers; but this is probably due to the vicinity 
and more humid mountains, The slopes of the Celestial range are 
aleo wooded there, Reeds grow, though in ‘sae small quantities, on the 
southern shore, along the Bar-bulak and other rivuleta. 
The Kirghizes, nevertheless, encamp on the shores of the lake, aegis ig 
the mountains in summer, where there is at oll events some 
: into te valley, then covered, where tho rock permit, with 
-a-scanty verflure very nutritious for their sheep. The Kungéi, ro 
‘shore of pee Chet Ey toe cies: aod ‘Talay Even along the "valleys 
pes: cone al overgrown with grass; the rest of the soll fs quite 
be Kizyl-ompol or eastern end of the Trans-Tchnu range of the Kirghiz 
Alsatian Mountains partakes of the samo character, The red slopes 
ange, very steep and utterly unwatered from the surface of the Tchu (Koshkar). 
to the summit, are marked by an entire absence of vegetation. On ascending 
Galy ok s loot calle paziy sie, OF the, Millon Specsen Hen, to. Abas 
| ty called Ortokai, 15 miles from the Rutemaldy. The 
‘the Koshkar widens Pas SONG 8, TREAT. Ye very convenient for an encamp- 
ment. eu the Jexpent Kangen coms -ground lhaiag* hey Seg taneat at 
the confluence of the Koah os havangary vanwryk. place con 
venient passes lead scross the Celestial ee Dicceal (Kycart Pas) 





zo 





and the Kara-gudjir, an affluent of the theater oS Pass) ane, AS 





Telek parses. ‘This salt, though not quite pure, is sufficient! or Use, 

Tee aarey any work ca tha whle ot ee 

* * Phis prevails, however, as far as the western part of the shore. There are 

even fields irtigated by the ordinary Kirghiz o | beyond the Kea-Sengir, on 
VOL. XXXII. = 0 
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Celestial! Mountains, from the Zanka to the westward. ‘These dmwhacks 
tender the_country uninhabitable. The Kirghizes oooasiopally occupy small 
oases along the rivers, bmt do not remain | oon them. The 
‘Alaiits Mountains are on this account much to be preferred Kirghizes are 
always found encamped on their southern slopes, and half of the Great Horde 
depasture their cattle there, The scarcity of wood is cern er | surprising 
since the Tinn-Shan is apparently more favournbly situated, with regard to 
moisture, than the Alatin chain.” Independently of the vicinity of the lake, 
the Tian-Shan has considerably more snow ; #0 that, judging by the quantity 
in which it occurs, the chains at the western end of Lake Iseyk-kul cannot be 
estimated at less than 14,500 feet above the senlevel, We might anticipate 
the existence of many streams on its northern slopes ; but such is not the case. 
A few rivuleta, such os the Tchishkan, the three Djargylchaks, ‘Tamga, and 
ars fall into the Inke between the Zauka and Toshra; but further 
west to the Kutemaldy, on an extent of 110 versts (about 75 miles), there 
are only four small rivera—the Kodji, Ton, Ak-terek, forme 8 the Konur- 
ulen, ‘Ala-Cash, and Ulakel, and three rivulets issuing from the | 208, 
and therefore very shallow. ‘The northern slopes of the Celestial Mountains 
being very steep, especially opposite the centre of Tasyk-kul, the flow of all 
those streams is oe yee y the lower ranges; and this is the cause of their 
uniting into a small number of channels.at a distance from the lake belore 
hey pursue their course to the northward. ! 

Koshkar, or upper course of the Techn, is the moat considerable river on 
the hern sh of the Tian-Shan, This turbid stream rises in latitude 
about 42° T, where it is known as the Kyzart, At ite head is the Kyzart 
Pass, the moet convenient pass in the whole of that part of the Tian-Shan 
nearest the Inke, presenting the app vance of a saddle on its snowy ridge. 
After receiving the waters of the Suck, Karm-kol, Shamsi, Djuvan-oryk, 
Uikek, and Semiz rivuleta, the Koehkar hecomes ao deep as to render it 
difficult of being forded, and impossible of being crosse through a defile 
wards the Kutemaldy. Athough very considerable, the rapidity of the 

Koshkar is not go grent ax that of the Tchu in its passage through the Boam 

defile, or lower. Even at Old Takmak, #. «. 24 miles after it isaues fromthe 

7 mountains, the latter has a current of 10 feet per second; the Koshkar but 
is rarely attains a great velocity, and flows visibly lower in the valley where it 
. nnites with its affiuents. Wood might be very conveniently floated down this 
rive its bed being less rocky than that, for instance, of the Kok-su to the 
of the Ili; but unfortunately there ia no wood at all on the neighbouring 


leaving the ravine formed by the lower ranges of the Celestial Mountains, 
eastern end of the Kin in-Alatin, ‘oshkar sends off a remarkable 
is the Kutemaldy rivulet, of which there has been so much talk 
Russians first became acquainted with the Issyk-kul. Our informa- 
een so contradictory and unintelligible, that until laat your there was 
person in Fort Vernoé who could say what the Kutemaldy really 
. ‘The more ancient opinion would make the Kutemaldy a channel ee 
which the Tchn receives the waters of Issyk-kul ; but the incorrectness of th 
was proved Inst year, like other accounts equally wrong. A closer noquaint- 
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© The borrenness of the mountains which neighbour the western part of 
_Tssyk-kul Lake would appear to proceed from the following causes:—l. The 
steepness of the mountain sides prevents the retention of any atmospheric moisture. 
2%. The fissures so prevalent jn these mountain masses, and particularly in the * 
ae absorb the water, 4. phe apres ot the winds which blow f thes 
re khang 2 th file, And, 4, Fro te Dene oe 
i it thinner strata o otmosphere. 
‘Ties 5200 fect above the level of the sea. | 





* . 


Li « and the River Hoshkar, Hike 


attce with the Iw bee ical survey of the- country sronnd, have 
proved that the Xi dy ia mere ipa teauk hactvenks Koabher bifnrea~'. 
en like the Cassikviari, only on a F emalinr aise The whole length of this 
stream fa 3} versta (about 2 moiles); ite depth, and therefore breadth, Gipend 
on the volume of the Koshkar, In May, 1860, it was 6 feet in some ee 

and not everywhere fordable. There can be no doubt as to the direction 
the current, for the stream flows to the enstword with a rapidity of at least 
4 fect por ecu We studied on the spot the origin of this strenm. ‘‘ha 
great volume of the Roebkar petra: abruptly to peda bi pean. te 

of oliffs, though of no great od wri flows off 

and almost back wurvhiy givtair rial tthe Ku dy, which flows to tha: 
enak owins to an inclination of the soil in that direction. It may be possible 
that ‘this Eranich of the was onet, 08 come have reported, an “ aryk," 
TT teen cena but this ianot v probable, for the following reasons ;—> 





aA a rs at Sectiod: Wi should have been exeavated in the lowest’ 
“Ku valloy, which would provent the water from being con- 
veyed to the elds, 2 "No collateeeh tnhes ate obatcrs lor thier sl wae 


accompany works of this nature. 8. The bed of the rivulet is winding, and ia 
| 07 rn becalis grpa fl nas mn Aetna anc been 
Cicava 
T shall now aay o few. words abont the. Celestial range, and the mosntiadins 
[yearly ecsning mor doubt and we River, Its voleanie character 
roty hecoming-more doubtful; and we found untrue the statement mada 
year by some: Kirghizes, that there was a “burning mountain” at the 
ne course of the ‘chu, *-Althongh some of our guides told ua they” had 
heard of wich a mbuntiin, yet none of them had ever seen it. ‘There ore aa 
MANY a8 8X pisses Over ae Tian-Shan between os #auka and the RK 
over an extent of 220 ve Se eee, “150° miles), * Tho best of these are the 
Barskaun-psa on the east, a the Kiyzart on 8 west The Zauka Poss has 


already beon described by Messrs. Semenof and Val ikhanof: the local Kirghines 
consider it only a tolerable puss, worse than that over the upper course of the 
Djuvan-aryk on the road to Kurtka, The tre ery diffe 
ths the Aart ‘an‘afthtent of the dive mre very 





“towards the 1 course of the Syr-Daria: the most Teyortant of then re 
the Djaman at 


fe Se gre alo ene Mood ealled th frione 
r, and lesser, unl in one stream 0 
opened ee in ae to the Parskaun; the Onarcha 
rises near the hend of the Ton; the Sulian-sary a little more to the west; 
while the two branches of the Dergetala take their rise in mountains very 
distant from each. other—the Se ee Akasa, and the 
lesser in the vicinity of the Djuvan-aryk. | | i to mee 
pi a Me uniting, fall into the Naryn, one pass above Fort 
© I obtained gery little information about the latter fortification and the 
eee a but the littl T gathered is of great interest. I refer to 
the discovery’ of the situation of the large alpine lake of Son-kul, in a country 
o 2 
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neighbouring the upper course of the DIENT aryk, This lake, surrounded by 
-the aes of ee southern lower ranges of the Tian lies pe 
between the principal chain and the Naryn. Its length from weat to east 1 

18 or 20 versts (12 to 14 miles), and it takes a day to ride round its circum- 
ference, ‘The mountains around wre not very much above its level; but they 
must nevertheless be of considerble altitude, as the lake freezes for several 
months, «¢. it lies above the Issyk-kul, which, a8 before stated, 18 5200 feet 
above the sea. ‘The only outlet which this basin possesses, viz. the Kadjirty 
sirvulet. flows in an easterly direction, and falls into the Naryn above Kurtki 
mation in laying lake of Son-kul; but neither its position nor extent 
of surface, as ascertained by us, agrees with previows accounts. The Jesnits 
have generally omitted to connect the slopes of the Tian-Shan with the valley 
of the Naryn; we can easily celeste why they removed Son-kul to the 


Further information ting the country of the upper course of the Tchu 
will be gathered from the following itineraries. 
L—From the Kutemaldy to Kurtka, as 
1, Ortokol locality, on the Koshkar ++ s+ ++ ++ os se ot 14 


and near the Dergetala, Klaproth has availed himself of some Chinese infor- 





3. To the Djuvan k af ae cr =e a a ti *e =a ae ae 18 
3. Aguchak, on the ho at the confluence of two rivulets = «« 
Kochanni Ht a ot, Saga the Kyxart - 88 - =F 
Kelemché, , fowl ‘inte Db jamin. a) ee ee | 
Chararcha ff Ft 2s oa =. on om oe 
. Lake Son-knl, over some small mountains ne a mn oe om 
ary miver : ., #s oe ae oo i) 
Kurtka Fortress ne vgs ar ait Pry 7 am PT na ee ae 


9 stages, about .. «ss «s #5 «8 # == = ee 
L.—Same journey across the Djuvan-aryk, 
1, ne Se nee ees ce a ) ee ee Lei i+, 
z. Djavar-aryk Pe] ea 2 oe Pe an non an aa rm. «» 48 
3. Telek rivulet, before the Pass, a long, tedious, and rocky.. +» 


stige =e nF 2s = = Co ar es co na aa “a ih 
4, Dolon-sary-bulak (falling into the lithe Kara-gudjir) .. +--+ 
§. Lesser Kara-gudjir Kiver Pt a a8 on revi ) wa =e on 


6. Dergetal River oas oer ee ee ee ee se om ee oT 
7. Naryo River 7 aim a “a PT ma ne aT an 2 == 
8. Kurtks. Fortress nk ze ao =e 2 oe Pe “= ae om =i 





rarcha (a long journey). 
IV.—From the Koshkar fo the Talas. 


1. At the Pass over the Sack, or rather over Karakol. 
9 On the Sumsamyr River, equal in site to the Great Kebin. 
Se eo nuen taic ; ) | 
4. Along the Alabil rivulet, over a good pass in the hills at Alabil, also 
| belonging to the basin of the Talas, ) : 
. v 
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AMXI.— The Geography of Bread-Plants. - | 
By Ph. Dr. MICHELSEN. mth 


Tux geography of these plants shows us cla ‘the great changes that have 

been produced upon the globe through the industry and enterprise of man. . 

What a different physiognomy would not indeed all the countries of the 

cb eo pes “Se ea aaa ap their soil all tha 

pani are fo life to the indigenous ones alone | 

~ouncdarie which the bread-plants thrive are usually called the 

bread-lines, vomethern bread-line extends farthest in Scandinavia, where, 

in the 70° ». lat., in'a fow districts of Finland, cose Mate pono os — 

cessfully cultivated. Thence the line declines oconsiderabl » Asia ire 

and west; aad the Faro isis, between the 61> ami 624°, lt, produce 

but little barley. Neither in Iceland nor in Greenland, in the 63°, are culti- 

watnl. sie’ porate: tesed-rlenie's ainjy ca: tha tecrtligms iocaat ot: Aicerien hp Be, 

5ce exile Me be considered the farthest point where such plants are cultivated ; 

ewfoundland, whose southern lies about parallel with the Bodman 

Lake, in the 47°, produces even there not any sort of the bread-plant. ‘The 

line then rises again a little more to the north, and, in p suing it 

wo arrive at the western coat of America, at the 57* 

again on the eastern coast of Asia, in the 50°, It i 7 

von Kamtschatka that a small quantity of corn is cultivated. Thence the 
sling rises again in the region of river Lena (Siberia), as far as the 

579; on the Jenissey Hiver, a8 far as the 58°; on the Ub Hiver, as far as the 

60°, Thence it reaches Archangel at the 679, and finally terminates at our 

starting-point in Scandinavia, ‘These curves of the line exactly 

with the situation of the countries through which the line passes, Cn the 

eastern coast of the two continents the line lies in the 50° ». Int., and rises 

towards the west in a northerly direction, 20° in the Old World and me id 

ee This | enomenon is owi the postion ofthe muh pl 





















thas a the southern cast f the. 
aia 0 


ther the the einen, hath ryt Popeye 


Vi Tegel te as aeriiteen Minas tk te aba tie ible to define its course. 
At at the map shows how little land there is in the southern lati : 

how little even of that amall portion is devoted to agriculture, We may, 
therefore, conclude that the curves of the line are not so large by far os those 
of the northern line, owing chivily to the different division of the land in tha 
southern hemisphere, ‘The continents form large triangles, the basia of which 
‘ig in the north, while the southern points are surrounded by seas, and contain 


& more equal temperature, Spo Ti 
Sea various regione in te dierat part of i eicbs, Wee tat ce eats 
20% Oats Dorie and Petatoe—In Asia, as far as the 48° x, lat; in ‘|| vs 
in America, 40°, 


Eck: Auda altnous entirely Seathng, a in a aly ealttvatedl be hela 
Minor Some oe rp ga ey eis gi Bre ee in 
tween 

ice ( Oryza CER ae Ek ie tae ee 

" Europe, soytli of the 40° ». lat. ; Soca nae, wonvers 20° and the equate 

Pi ia Bae Oat of oe a0". 

aize.—In Europe, south of the 40°; in Arias: beter the 90°02 10° / 

in America; south of the 30° : eS 
Dates—In A Africa, between 20° and 15°. 
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\ Biss ehas ss slip of te Malagh soa Valley Iota, oti 
|) °20? and te oquator. 
/ | ams (Dissoren snties and contente) ook felts fet, ame Amarin, 18 528 


b cath Vewit,—Upon the iskunds of the Pacific Ocean. 
pucrien soe venir eeiaraeraise sees 91D Yen) oy ES a 
sD aaragp yore in the tropical regions 
.« dties begins in America on the eastern coast between the 10° and 20° s. lat. 
a Wheat.—In New Holland, Africa, and America, between the 20° and 40°, 
i | Farro-pliunts ot the Orypfogam division), potatoes, &e., at New Zealand, 
‘Detween the $0° and 50°, 
_. It is not, scar ge the latitudes, with their various climates, alone that in- 
fluence the growth of one or the other species of the brend-plants ; the cnltiva- 
tion is to a certain extent also the result of the elevation of a country above 
fhe level of the ara. 
ps In the midst of the girdle where wheat is chiefly cultivated, in Central and 
Southern Europ, are cultivated, upon certain berths rye aie gerot 
&o.; while beyond those elevations even the northern prod 
the increasing coldness of the temperature, 
In Asia the cultivation of rice extends at the Himalaya to the elevation of 
2000 fest; wheat to that of 10,000 feet; rye, barley, onts to that of 12,000 
| feet ; while on the northern side of the mountain, in Thibet, hearts af 
even at an elevation of 13,0100 feet. Humboldt tells us that an on of 
10,000 on the south side is the extreme boundary for the growth of whent 
while in the high plains of Thibet it is partially grown even at an dlevation of 
18,000. This vnst difference in the boundaries of of the girdle or belt is chiefly 
the result of the snow frontier, which, according to the recont investigations 
of the brothers Gerard, slopes in the south to 13,000 feet, and in the north to 
16,000 or 17,000 feet above the level of the sca. These advantages of the 
_ Thibet highlands eaves: ascribe “sie the sun’s rays, which strongly reflect 
| Sih Andes, | npachaigrarccs te th 3 f Fi ine i 
pon the ly a e heights of Peru, maize is grown a5 am 
"i elevation of 12,000 a Faisoeo bet, 









There, a8 also in Mexico, potatoes thrive 
_— at an elevation of 10,000 feet; wheat and other gram at at 9000 feet; and 
mill ‘pisang, manioca, &o., at 3000 fort. 

ih These two yast mountains of the globe afford thus the princi | kinds of 

ni oo ap known to ws, Of se hres importance are vockw ent, beans, 

7 » lentils, millet, dhurra (black millet), chesnuta, &c., which are sucocss- 

cultivated i in various climates; nor are the principal breadstufis exclu 
a ccaReed bo: thely respective boundaries, 

In the northern belt of rye, cats, barley, and and potatoes, we find also buck= 

wheat, beans, anid pens. In the belt of wheat, we find beans, peas, mille 


e- dhurra, chesnuts, maize, and rice. Tn that of dates we find wheat and seve 
- other species of grain. In the tropical belt are successfully grown maize, rice, 
>» wheat, the plants peculiar to the climate, 

The ts of the Northern Polar boundaries, which form the standard 


specimen for whole. groups, extend, scconling to Humboldt, Stroun, and 


x "8° on Jenissey, 60° on the Ob, 67° to 67° an 
os dbo Dona, 70° in "Lapland, 60° on the Far ftandy 45> in Ne 
FP in British - 41° in Missouri, and 458° on the Eoabe ee 
on urilian Islands ween Kamtschatka Japan), <r 
‘fhe Altal es er inland seas of Russia 62° to~ 
i of Scotland 56° to 57°, in New- 
a Red River 49° wo 60%, on the Columbia 45°, and 44° on 
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River, 382, 389, 497, 
Gassanides, 90, 





‘ Gawler Town, 350, 


Gantlanitis, Table-land of the, 104-5. 
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Howitt, Mr. A. W., 430, 

Hpo Khai, 202, 207, 

Hpoo-Loo, 178-9, 181, 
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Tatar River, 137. 
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Jabbok, Ford, 96. 
Jacquerie, 283, ° 
Jaffa, 100, 
Jaga, 311. 
J dir, El, 108, 
Jalapa, 542, 553. 
Jaltepec are, G27, H41-2. 
ao W » 550-1, 
Jaltipan, 553. 
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Japan, 280-2, 284-5, 288-90, 299. 
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Java, 127, 184, 
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Jebel Ajlin, 89-91. 
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Jopim River, ify, 141. 
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Rabatuan River, 217-8, 222, 226, 330. Khost River, 311. a. 
Kabal, 903, 20G-7, 011-12” Khiweh, or britherbood, 99. 
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Kal'at Jendal, Village, 100, Kiang-si, 27. 
Kalawat, 230, Kiang-u, 27. 
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Koo Lhoo Khyoung, 172-4, 176-7, 180, 
Koon-Khyoung, 165. 
Koon Tee, 193. 
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Kunayseh, 106, arins, 553, 
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Kurram, Fort, 310. Las Vacas, 55. 
Rurudondus, Chief, 55-60 Lat-kta, 192. 
Kung, Prince, 11. Lancala Bay, 58. 
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Kwoon Tee, 171, 190, 192-3, Lawson Creek, 351-2, 354-5, 263. 
Kwoon-Sha, 196. , Dr., 351, 
Sree e Monng-Hpoo, 194. Lay-khoo, 174. 
Kyau | ec, 186, 189, 191, 194-6, Laya Sikes Iiver, 245, 
199-204. Layer Layer, 225. 
Kyan-po-tee, 173. Layman, 172. 
Kyans, 215, Leake, Col., 69-73. 
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Ryec-dzee, 181, Leh-khoo, 172 
Kyet-t sat 9 164. Leibig, Dr. G. von, 114, 
-Telk Lei t's track, 204, 
Kyetoung, ail. Leja, 83. 
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Lao-je-kow, village of, 2. 

Lokporin, 217. 

Lome, 158-0. 

London, ship, 227. 

Lonine, 290. 

Loo, 145, 

Loot-Taee, 182. 
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Louang Prabang, 159, 154, 157. 
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Lowta, Sith, 
La, 17, boo. 
Lucan ‘Gorge, 9, 34. 


La (chow), 17, 21. 

Lucia, St, Hay, 335. 

Lacknow, 306, 

Luige River, 64, 65, 

Lokki Fort, 312. . 
Lamsden, Cc t. Peter, 303, 205, 310, 
—_—_, Col, 308, 310, 313-5. 
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Lyous, Mr, 510-11. 

River, 382-3, 399-91, 427-3, 
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Madras, 234, 
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Mahomet, 307, 512 
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Malneca Strnif, 241. ; 
Malagun (or Mongalian), 124, . 
Malatengo Hiver, 439, 541, tice et 
Maloys, 225-6, 220. 

Malineha, Dofia, 547. 

Mulpasa, 539-41. 7 
Maludu Pay, 225, 231-2, 

Manaar, Gulf of, 236. 

Manusseh, 93, 

Manatee, 207. 

aggre Grande, 277. 
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Manning Mountain, 372 

Manoel, Rio 8., 269, 273, 275-7, 279. 

Mansorawa e, 26, 

Manuka, 300, 

Muaories, 294. 

Maori pah, 297-8. 

Maoutse Tribe, 14, 41. 

Maranhio Grande, 278. 
ginko, 278. 

Marei Parei, 223-3, i 

Maria, Bauta, 245, 

Villa, 270. 

Maritzbarg,. 335-9, 

Marqucsano, 546, 
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Martaban, Gulf of, 239. 
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Matadel, 546. 

Matate Kiver, 537. 
Materia Medica, 101. 
Matson, Mr., 344, 

Matto Grosso, province of, 157-8, 141, 
269, 274, 278. 
Mawét, 277. 
Maundtenc, 65. 
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Mawhera- “iti, 299, 
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——, Port, 114. 
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uludu Mountains, 218. Port, 357, 239. ‘ 

Mondracts, 275-9. Nat Toung, 181. " 
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Kankin, 13, 27, 22 
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